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Wilmar stands up the Deputy PM  
This week Ross Greenwood from Sydney Radio 2GB came out 

firing at Wilmar..  Ross initially interviewed the Deputy Prime 

Minister and Minister for Agriculture Barnaby Joyce and followed 

this up with an interview of CANEGROWERS Burdekin Chair 

Phil Marano. 

Key points from the interview with the Deputy Prime Minister and 

Ross Greenwood: 

 at the time of buying the mills from CSR Wilmar assured the 

Foreign Investment Review Board that they would do the 

right time  

 growers are wed to their local mill and Wilmar knows 

growers have nowhere else to go ..this is the reason the 

ACCC is currently investigating 

 right now Wilmar is screwing Australian cane farmers 

 recognizing that this is a problem the Deputy Prime Minister/

Federal Agriculture Minister Barnaby Joyce calls Wilmar 

in…”come on in I want to talk to you about this problem” 

 but guess what happens Wilmar pull out and leave the Deputy PM hopping mad  stating “the message is quite clear we 

expect Wilmar to obey the laws of our land” 

 the Deputy PM recognizes that growers are currently faced with record prices for sugar …prices they cannot access  …

Wilmar appear to have the view that not only are we the only people in the district that can mill your cane but we will be the 

only people in the district that can buy your sugar …you have nowhere else to go but us. 

 this is the reason why the ACCC is investigating 

 Ross states:  We now have a foreign company that dominates milling and farmers are being dictated terms by a foreign 

company how is that in our national interest? 

Key points from the interview with the Phil Marano and Ross Greenwood 

 Phil opens with, the big problem is all about marketing and who determines the price of the cane we deliver to the mill.  In 

2014 Wilmar decided they would market all the sugar produced in their mill, this was previously undertaken by QSL an 

Australian not for profit company that has a constitutional requirement that it operates to benefit both growers and millers  

 Ross wants to know Why did Wilmar pull out of this arrangement?  Phil responds:   Wilmar told growers that they believed 

they could do a better job …growers asked but what if growers do not agree …Willmar’s view we do not care about what 

growers want. 

 Ross asks  Prices now at $600 per tonne are growers benefiting?  Phil responds:  Growers who do not want to use Wilmar as 

a marketer cannot lock in those prices …Wilmar are saying growers can lock in ..but only with Wilmar ..not QSL who growers 

trust 

 Ross states arrangements are in place in other regions with other millers and growers.  Is it Wilmar areas that there is 

problems?  Phil replies:  The Qld Government passed legislation that growers should have a choice …but Wilmar has been 

extremely slow in negotiating an agreement with QSL.   The vast majority of growers believe Wilmar does not have any 

intention of negotiating an agreement with QSL 

 Ross states:  Wilmar have made a large $1.75B investment in the mills.  Phil replies:  It is my personal belief Wilmar is not 

interested in milling they just want to control the marketing …Wilmar may disagree 

Ross Greenwood has covered finance and business matters in 

Australia and around the world for almost 30 years. He is the Nine 

Network's business and finance editor, and was co-host of its former 

flagship current affairs program Sunday. His reporting assignments for 

Nine have taken him to Europe, Asia and the Middle East. 

http://www.2gb.com/audioplayer/216621
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Members only are invited to 

the 

 Annual General Meeting 

Tuesday 22nd November 2016 

5.30pm 

CANEGROWERS Hall,  

Home Hill 

Followed by BBQ & drinks 

Guest Speaker: 

Paul Schembri, CANEGROWERS 

Qld Chair 

RSVP to 47903600 or email 

bdk@canegrowers.com.au for catering purposes 

Have you lodged your Ergon Drought Relief 
Application? 
Following lobbying by Canegrowers Burdekin the Burdekin Shire was declared in drought by the 

State Minister for Agriculture last November.  The declaration is effective from 1st November 

2015 and Ergon approved applications for the waiving of qualifying fees and charges will be 

back dated to this date. 

Ergon confirmed that during the drought declaration, all fixed charges and service fees are 

waived on electricity used for irrigation, including the annual fixed kW charge on T66.  

Relief can be applied for any tariff as long as the electricity supplied to a metered outlet is used 

to supply irrigation water.  

Application can also be made for Deferral of Payment for Ergon electricity accounts under an agreed 

Payment Plan. 

Depending on when the meters have been read by Ergon; any applicable credit due will be indicated on the next account that is 

issued by Ergon. 

Any irrigator considering changing Tariff to optimise the relief available (eg. from Tariff 65 to Tariff 66) can contact Ergon on 13 10 

46 to conduct a comparison to assess if it is beneficial to change and if there are any other requirements. 

A fact sheet on irrigation tariffs prepared by BBIFMAC as part of the recent Energy Efficient Gains 

project is available to view by clicking here.     

Growers are reminded  that if they move to T66 during Drought Relief, to 

avoid any potential bill shocks when the drought declaration is revoked, it 

is very important that they take action to move off the tariff as soon as the 

Drought Declaration is lifted, unless T66 is appropriate for them in a non-

drought operating environment.  

Ergon will provide a letter of approval once the Drought Relief application 

form is assessed. 

Click here for a copy of the Ergon Drought Relief application form which 

can either be emailed or posted.  Copies of the application are also 

available from the CANEGROWERS Burdekin office.  You can still apply and 

applications will be backdated to 1st November 2015. 

Burdekin has 

now been 

Drought declared 

for over 1 year 

 

The BBIFMAC Energy Efficiency Project indicates this 

benefit  on Tariff 66 and using some of the common 

pump sizes in the Burdekin could amount to the 

following (inclusive of GST): 

7.5kW (10hp) = $264/per annum  

10kW (14hp)=$529/per annum  

18kW (25hp) = $1377/per annum 

22kw (30hp) = $1801/per annum  

 Ross states:  Wilmar was allowed to buy these mills by the 

Foreign Investment Review Board.  What assurances were 

given to growers?  Phil responded:   I personally met with Mr. Kuok …he 

gave us assurances that the  main thing that was in his interest was  to work 

with growers.  Mr. Kuok’s words were  Happy growers = 

Productivity  growers.  Right now there are no happy growers in Wilmar 

supply areas…I have been involved in the cane industry for 30 years ..I can 

tell you the relationship between growers and  miller has never been so 

bad  all the growers have is anger and despair. 

Ross Greenwood wraps up the interview by stating "we have an international 

company that gave commitments to the Foreign Investment Review Board that it 

would look after farmers .... it now appears that Wilmar is thumbing its nose at 

the ACCC and on Tuesday passed up a meeting with the Deputy Prime Minister 

and Federal Agriculture Minister. How to make friends and influence people in 

this country. This story has got legs and it is not going away. 

Click here to listen to Ross Greenwood - Australia's Sugar Battle 

Wilmar stands up the 
Deputy PM continued 

Members get 

the latest 

information on 

the 2017 CSA at 

the AGM 

http://eegai.nceastg.usq.edu.au/eegai/files/7714/0772/2461/4_Tariff_Options__Information_V7.pdf
https://www.ergon.com.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/155823/Drought-Relief-Application-Form-July-2015.pdf
http://www.2gb.com/audioplayer/216621
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Are you using the products as per label 
conditions? 
The results from surface water samples collected on the 13th and 19th September 2016 from Barratta Creek in the Haughton 

catchment show concentrations of metolachlor and diuron levels that exceed some water quality guidelines.   

The water quality of the Barratta Creek is continually monitored by the Queensland Government for the Great Barrier Reef 

Catchment Loads Monitoring Program to support the health of the Great Barrier Reef.  

The measured aqueous concentrations of diuron and metolachlor exceeded at least one guideline value from the Australian and 

New Zealand Water Guidelines for Fresh and Marine Water Quality (ANZECC and ARMCANZ, 2000).  

The concentration of diuron in both samples exceeded the ecosystem protection guideline value (0.2 μgL-1, Table 1) (ANZECC 

and ARMCANZ, 2000), whilst the sample collected on 19th September exceeded the irrigation water quality guideline value (2 

μgL-1, Table 1) and the ecosystem protection guideline (ANZECC and ARMCANZ, 2000). Exceedances of these water quality 

guidelines for diuron have been reported previously in Barratta Creek. The most recent reported exceedance of the irrigation 

water quality guideline value (2 μgL-1, Table 1) occurred on the 5th February 2016 (see Exceedance Notice No. 7, 2015–2016). 

The most recent previously reported exceedance of the ecosystem protection guideline value (0. 2 μgL-1,) occurred on the 9th 

February 2016 (see Exceedance Notice No. 7, 2015–2016).  

The concentration of metolachlor in both samples exceeded the current Australian and New Zealand ecosystem protection 

guideline value for metolachlor (0.02 μgL-1,).  

Similar exceedances of these trigger values in Barratta Creek have been reported previously.  

As previously stated, growers need to ensure they are using best practice, are mindful off irrigation losses and are being proactive 

in dealing with these incidents.   

Growers should continue to check: 

1. Are you using the products as per label conditions? 

2. Are you checking weather and BoM to assist with decision making? 

3. Are you keeping records of use and application? 

4. Are you accredited to use these chemicals i.e. ChemCert/ AusChem? 

5. Are you using best management practices that are suitable to your farm? 

6. Are you signed on the Smartcane BMP?  

The Queensland Government are looking at a range of options including regulation to improve the water quality. 

CANEGROWERS encourage growers to make sure they are using chemicals as per the label conditions, keep records and sign-

on to the Smartcane BMP program. 
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CANEGROWERS 
weather 
The CANEGROWERS website features a weather section that 

by typing in your postcode will provide you with a seven day 

forecast for your desired postcode along with a 12 month 

rainfall outlook, SOI information and sea surface temperatures.  

To see the latest forecast for your postcode click here.   

This outlook is for Ayr. 

QCGO and QSL view on 
the US election 
Sugar analysts are also resting easier after yesterday's plunge 

in commodity and equity markets. The ICE number 11 has 

been trading at a three-year high, with cane growers being paid 

an Australian equivalent price of more than 600-hundred dollars 

a ton for sugar. Queensland Sugar Limited's Dougal Lodge 

says after the volatility of the past 24 hours as the US election 

unfolded, trading is back to normal and there is an expectation 

of a further bounce in the sugar price. 

The Australian sugar industry concedes its chances of seeing 

the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) agreement ratified are 

"very dim" following the election of Donald Trump, an avowed 

anti-trade liberalist.  The TPP agreement's doubling of the ac-

cess of Australian sugar into the United States from 65,000 to 

152,000 tonnes was "profound" — not because of the volume 

involved but it 'opened the door' to a US domestic market in 

which a 4.5 million tonne deficit in sugar was expected in the 

next decade. 

Click here to listen to an ABC Rural interview with Dan and 

Greg. 

Clarification 
The below advertisement was included in today’s The 

Burdekin Advocate. 

Canegrowers Burdekin clarify that we are not a party to this 

advertisement. 

We also clarify that Wilmar are engaging with Canegrowers 

Burdekin and we are in negotiations for a Cane Supply 

Agreement for 2017 onwards.  Although we are frustrated with 

the time it has taken. 

Canegrowers Burdekin fully support growers having a choice 

as to who markets the raw sugar that impacts the price they 

receive for their cane and we are very actively encouraging 

Wilmar and QSL to finalise their agreement.   

http://www.canegrowers.com.au/f/Weather/
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-11-10/dan-galligan-dougal-lodge-sugar-industry-reaction-to-us-election/8014470


 

 6 

MEDIA 

RELEASE 

Sugar prices move beyond US election turmoil 
 
Thursday 10 November 2016 
 
Despite a wild 24 hours during the final stages of the US Presidential election last night, the outlook for raw sugar and 

Queensland producers is looking more promising today as the global sugar market starts to return its attention to the 

fundamentals of supply and demand. 

While initially dropping early in the trading session, the ICE 11 sugar market, based in New York, recovered strongly overnight, 

settling up over US22 c/lb for the prompt March 2017 futures contract. 

The Australian/US exchange rate was volatile yesterday, with the Australian dollar trading above US77 cents and below US76 

cents before finding some stability around US76.50 cents, where is has been trading this morning. 

QSL’s General Manager Trading and Risk Dougall Lodge said that while yesterday’s market reaction to the US election result had 

felt very similar to that experienced when Britain recently voted to leave the European Union, there had since been a return to a 

more normal trading environment. 

Mr Lodge said it remained to be seen if there would be any changes to the ratification plans underway in the USA for the Trans-

Pacific Partnership (TPP) Trade Agreement, which includes provisions for increased Australian sugar exports to the protected US 

market. 

“QSL and the Australian sugar industry remain hopeful that we will see the TPP enter into force,” he said. 

“Either way, this will not diminish our focus to ensure that preferential terms for sugar are included in all free trade agreements 

and to allow us to compete on a level playing field.” 

Mr Lodge said that in the last couple of weeks the sugar market had moved down from highs of US23-24 c/lb to test support 

levels at US21 c/lb. 

“In the process, sugar market speculators have sold back around 3 million metric ton of their bought contracts, with potential to 

even re-enter the market with more buying,” he said. 

“The timings of any buying or selling actions of the speculators will be a key driver of sugar prices as we move towards the 2017 

delivery periods.” 

Mr Lodge said the fundamentals still looked positive for Australian sugar producers. 

“Brazilian and Thai sugar producers have priced much of their 2017 sugar already but large consumers have still not covered their 

sugar needs, and so the recent market weakness has been met with strong buying out of China and other import markets, like 

Bangladesh,” he said. 

“To compound this, there is a risk that the crop of the world’s largest sugar producer, Brazil, may finish weaker than expected, and 

so all eyes will be watching to see the signs of a lower crop.” 

For Queensland cane growers, Mr Lodge said raw sugar prices for the 2017 and 2018 futures contracts still remained at attractive 

levels. 

“The volatility of sugar’s spot market price has not been as felt as much in these future delivery periods, but we are now starting to 

receive more information around the expected recovery of supply at these future dates,” he said. 

“Thailand and India have both had good monsoon rains over the past couple of months which will help their plantings over their 

harvest period, beginning shortly, and for a larger-than-expected sugar beet planting plan in Europe, which will hit the market 

towards the end of 2017.” 

You can join the QSL mailing list to receive weekly updates from QSL as well as other  

QSL news and information. 

To join the mailing list  click here. 

http://www.qsl.com.au/news-media/sign-news
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Sugarcane businesses commit to a sustainable 
future with BMP    
CANEGROWERS Queensland Chairman Paul Schembri and his brother Joe have achieved Smartcane BMP accreditation for 

their Mackay district cane farms, joining 152 businesses which so far have the stamp of approval for sustainability, productivity 

and profitability.  

They have been through an independent audit process for the three core modules of the industry-developed best management 

practice program which has Queensland Government support as a key driver for improving water quality for the Great Barrier 

Reef. 

“This certificate represents confirmation of sustainable practices – showing that our crop and land management is at or above 

industry best practice,” Paul Schembri said. “Our industry has an impressive environmental story to tell and accreditation through 

Smartcane BMP is our way of demonstrating it. 

“Smartcane BMP will ensure that our businesses will be sound contributors to the Queensland economy for many years to come 

satisfying our overseas sugar customers increasing call for guarantees of sustainability.” 

65% of the sugarcane farming area in Queensland is now involved in the program, either accredited or working towards it with the 

assistance of a network of 16 local facilitators. 

“This shows the industry’s strong commitment to playing its part towards enhanced water quality outcomes for the Great Barrier 

Reef, outcomes which go hand in hand with improved business profitability and productivity,” CANEGROWERS CEO Dan 

Galligan said. 

“Just four months ago we were celebrating 100 accreditations, now we have passed the 150 mark! 

“And it’s important to recognise that many of these Smartcane BMP-accredited businesses represent two or three cane growers 

working across more than one farm. It’s a total of 43,176 hectares of accredited cane farm area.” 

Paul and Joe said they fitted the accreditation process around their farming and CANEGROWERS responsibilities. 

“When I first started, I thought this would be a difficult and onerous exercise and while it did take some time to complete, the more 

we got involved the more we could see its benefits,” Paul Schembri said. “The key to Smartcane BMP is record keeping and if you 

start keeping records then it can all fall into place. You know more about your business and can make better decisions.” 

Paul said one of the myths circulating was that Smartcane BMP was only for growers who were computer or tech savvy. 

“That is clearly not the case - Joe and I keep good records in notebooks and then we transfer the information to maps to give us a 

picture of what we’ve done,” he said. 

“I urge all growers to get involved as soon as possible to demonstrate our industry’s readiness to meet world market demands for 

sugar, to safeguard the future of the Great Barrier Reef and confirm that we are in control of our industry’s affairs.” 

Support Smartcane BMP or become regulated 
CANEGROWERS Burdekin’s discussions with the Minister for the 

Great Barrier Reef, Steven Miles clearly indicate the Government’s 

position is that cane farmers can control their own destiny by 

voluntarily becoming accredited under the Smartcane BMP program 

or they can leave it to the Government to regulate what happens on 

their farm. 

Right:  Minister for the Great 

Barrier Reef Steven Miles and 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin 

General Manager Debra 

Burden. 

The above cartoon featured in today's Burdekin Advocate after Murrumba MP Chris 

Whitting stated, after reading the Auditor-General’s Reef Plan report he could not see 

how Mr Last believed voluntary programs were working.   
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CANEGROWERS 
congratulates 
the Farmer of the 
Year award 
winners 
CANEGROWERS is proud to recognise and 

congratulate two members who are winners 

in the 2016 Kondinin Group – ABC Rural 

Australian Farmer of the Year Awards. 

“These awards are an excellent way to 

commend the nation’s farming leaders,” 

CANEGROWERS CEO Dan Galligan said. 

“As an industry we celebrate innovation and 

resilience. Both Matthew Keith and Dennis 

Howe have displayed these characteristics in 

expanding and extending their businesses. 

“They, along with all of the category winners, 

are an inspiration to all farmers.” 

Matthew Keith is the 2016 Australian Farmer 

of the Year, recognised for his commitment 

to sustainability and diversification.  

His family’s Rocky Point mulching and 

garden products business grew out of their 

cane farming enterprise and provides an 

extra revenue stream for the cane growing 

district between Brisbane and the Gold 

Coast. 

At the other end of the state, Dennis Howe 

from Walkamin on the Tableland has been 

named the farming Legend of the Year and 

has won the Award for Excellence in 

Technology.  

With bananas, sugarcane and other crops, 

he employs 430 people. He’s designed and 

built equipment for his banana shed and 

made a computer program to manage the 

businesses daily operations. 

Farmers welcomes new laws 
to protect groundwater and 
strengthen access to expert 
advice 
The Queensland Farmers’ Federation (QFF) has welcomed the Queensland 

Government’s new laws to strengthen ground water protection and farmers 

rights to expert advice.    

Both the Water Reform and Other and Legislation Amendment Bill (WROLA) 

and Environmental Protection (Underground Water Management) and Other 

Legislation Amendment (EPOLA) Bill have passed through parliament. 

The EPOLA Bill has addressed the deficiencies in the existing Water Reform 

and Other Legislation Amendment Act 2014 (WROLA), to better manage the 

environmental impacts of underground water extraction by the resources 

industry and to protect the interests of farmers whose groundwater could be 

impacted by resource industry activities. 

QFF President Stuart Armitage stated his supported for the Government’s 

move to strengthen farmer’s rights by improving the existing ‘make good’ 

obligations under the underground water management framework. 

“The new laws ensure landholders are able to negotiate on an even playing 

field and ensure that they are fairly compensated for impacts on the water 

resources they rely on.” 

The provisions seek to ensure that bore owners: 

 Have access to the professional hydrogeological advice, covering 

reasonable costs for the purposes of negotiating a make-good agreement; 

 The removal of financial barriers to bore owners who take advantage of 

the alternative dispute resolution process; 

 The provision of a cooling-off period to ensure that landholders can reflect 

with a cool head and ensure that they are not hurried into inappropriate 

make-good agreements. 

“QFF has welcomed the introduction of a cooling-off periods for agreements, 

however is disappointed that this cooling off period appears to be limited to five 

business days instead of the minimum ten day QFF recommended.” 

“A ten day cooling off period would more appropriately take into 

consideration the disruptions to communication networks in 

regional areas and seasonal commitments farmers often have to 

contend with.” 

“QFF welcomes that “future” mining projects will have the 

environmental impacts of their groundwater take initially 

assessed under the Environmental Protection Act 1994 as part 

their environmental authority application.” 

“QFF commend the government for ensuring that groundwater 

use in Queensland remains sustainable for the mutual benefit of 

industry, the environment and the broader community.”  
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WABACG FlashMarket 
report 
The October edition of the World Association of Beet and Cane 

Growers flash Market Report is available here. 

ACCC Agriculture Unit - 
A year in review 
In October 2015 the ACCC created an 

Agriculture Unit to examine competition 

and unfair trading issues in agricultural 

supply chains.  

The ACCC has published a summary of 

the work undertaken by the Unit in its first 

year, available here. 

QFF things to know 

1. QFF Board Member and Bundaberg sugar cane grower 

Allan Dingle has discussed the recent harvest and his 

optimism for the industry going forward. See the full article 

HERE.    

2. The Farming Together Co-op program is now well-

established and making real progress already helping 200 

applicants. Details on the project and how you can get 

involved are available HERE.   

http://files.canegrowers.com.au/queensland/flashmarket/FlashMarket-2016-10.pdf
http://www.accc.gov.au/system/files/1118_ACCC%20in%20Agriculture_FA_0.PDF
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/5fHCMUi4xAqdEI3DC1PzPzxKVJd5dxVxVdBASCyCMYMYCesdFEFIfcf9II6QQkPhOZtcsYYrgYx7hkwT53U0GSMYz6FzUQVvJrdSS7AoRcv6DbZHpKX35DknD-LPz3zz3PDnKnjhuuV55NYQszzhOqeumKzp55l55_BgY-F6lK1FJ5USOqejt-pd7bP8UsOevudTdw0UArsThPzVkCnlS6AvVv9NSNnb7OIl9dD4fd7d
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/5fHCMUi4xAqdEI3DC1PzPzxKVJd5dxVxVdBASCyCMYMYCesdFEFIfcf9II6QQkPhOZtcsYYrgYx7hkwT53U0GSMYz6FzUQVvJrdSS7AoRcv6DbZHpKX35DknD-LPz3zz3PDnKnjhuuV55NYQszzhOqeumKzp55l55_BgY-F6lK1FJ5USOqejt-pd7bP8UsOevudTdw0UArsThPzVkCnlS6AvVv9NSNnb7OIl9dD4fd7d
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/2DRPosrho7fc3D7D73tPqqar3P3Orb9Jd5dxVxVcsUrjhjououjpodFEFCzBWWoVVUSxV2eyF1Ka7M1lJxV6dj7NFO_qSrJIf8NGo-denXmPtS6beELfZvD67767DeLsKCyYZOabzVEV76zAQsYJt6OaaGab_axVZicHs3jq9EVdICzATvCjhOYOe7czDTztPo0e96TdQsU-l9BRtxF7-nOstIlONYH5ijpN3PhPqOr5
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/1jWVIi6zqb0VVwsUYUUrKrjhjououjppdFEFIfcf9zD3qqar3P3Orb1Jd5cQsLnj7ff6Qf8hQl8dNg-0aJIf8NGo-denXmPtJxV6dj7NFO_qSrKMNpR5V_HYUMUUMYVRXBQQnDKhhsvd78UQsCzDBHEShhlhhvVkffGhBrwqrjKrpd79K_cCzBVAsep7fL6XCM0sidKrEVNYGjbGX3ifYLAUXoHBzVmaACPy7CzCRASb
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/2DRPoAcy1J5wsYMesussdTdFEFIfcf9IICQQkS7C7ANPxJd5dxVxVdBwSCyCqenHFzDDzq7A8WaA6UEv05mS7AoRcv6DbZHpKSMYz6FzUQVvJrdTooIWyY_R-sossousWZOWqbPT8EKfCzAsqejhPORQr8EGEELYG7DR8OJMddFECSjhOrLP9EVup73ChPXNKVI074zrCWesvaAOWKMQz_bVeeSaVo-lyF9IUxVEVJpd
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/2DRPoAcy1J5wsYMesussdTdFEFIfcf9IICQQkS7C7ANPxJd5dxVxVdBwSCyCqenHFzDDzq7A8WaA6UEv05mS7AoRcv6DbZHpKSMYz6FzUQVvJrdTooIWyY_R-sossousWZOWqbPT8EKfCzAsqejhPORQr8EGEELYG7DR8OJMddFECSjhOrLP9EVup73ChPXNKVI074zrCWesvaAOWKMQz_bVeeSaVo-lyF9IUxVEVJpd
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/k-Kr4wUg3zqb0VVwsUYUUrKrjhjououjppdFEFIfcf9zD3qqar3P3Orb1Jd5cQsLnj7ff6Qf8hQl8dNg-0aJIf8NGo-denXmPtJxV6dj7NFO_qSrKMNpR5V_HYUMUUMYVRXBQQnDKhhsvd78UQsCzDBHEShhlhhvVkffGhBrwqrjjdICzATvCjhOYOe7czDTztPo0e96TdQsU-l9BRtxF7QunOstIlONYH5ijpN3PhPq
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Pricing information 

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices 

published on the QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated 

regularly and provides a sense of how the QSL-managed pools are performing 

over the current season.   

  Gross $/Tonne IPS     

Net 

2016 Season $622 $602 

2017 Season $580 $560 

2018 Season $525 $505 

2019 Season $481 $461 

Estimated QSL Pool Prices 

As at 14 October 2016 

 $/Tonne IPS 

GROSS 2016 

QSL Harvest Pool $554 

QSL Actively Managed Pool $582 

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool $471 

QSL US Quota Pool $766 

QSL 2-season Forward Pool  $478 

QSL 3-season Forward Pool  $502 

2016 Season Advances & Payments 

as at 10 November 2016 

* paid 

The Advance Program is a guide only. CANEGROWERS Burdekin takes no 

responsibility for its accuracy.  It only applies to growers who did not forward 

price for 2015 (the default method).  Growers who have forward priced for 

2015 will be paid the same percentage of their final expected proceeds.  For 

individual advance rates check your grower forecast on the Wilmar website.  

  
$/tonne IPS 

% estimated 

return 

Initial  $267   

18 August 16* $326   

20 October 16* $368   

15 December 16 $394   

26 January 17 $438 80.0% 

23 February 17 $452 82.5% 

23 March 17 $479 87.5% 

20 April 17 $493 90.0% 

18 May 17 $506 92.5% 

22 June 17 $520 95.0% 

Final Payment $548 100% 

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices 

as at 10 November 2016 

Sugar farmers call for 
USA to move forward 
on trade  
Peak Australian sugarcane farming organisation 

CANEGROWERS is urging the United States not to waver on 

its agreements and obligations to international trade following 

the election of Donald Trump as its 45th President.  

Now that the election campaigning is over, CANEGROWERS 

CEO Dan Galligan is urging the US to get back to business. 

“There was a lot of rhetoric about trade during the campaign 

including suggestions the US would pull out of the World Trade 

Organisation, rip up its trade agreements and not support the 

Trans-Pacific Partnership. 

“A new presidential term is not the time to slam the door on 

progress that has been made towards more open world trading 

environment – it is time to push forward for the benefit of the 

American economy and all of its trading partners,” Mr Galligan 

said. 

The TPP agreement took 12 Pacific Rim countries more than 

five years to negotiate and, because the Australian sugar 

industry is so trade-focused and exposed to the world sugar 

price, CANEGROWERS was an active participant in all 

Australian agricultural delegations.  

“We urge the United States not to waver as it moves towards 

ratifying the TPP as a matter of urgency,” Mr Galligan said. 

“While the gains for our sugar into the US market are initially 

small, it is an important forward step towards a more open 

trading relationship.  

“Australia is ready and able to supply more of the high-quality 

sugar that US refiners prefer to help meet the country’s 4.5 

million tonnes predicted deficit between production and 

consumption over the next decade. 

“Not only is TPP is an important trade agreement for sugar, it’s 

important for the long-term growth and development of the 

Asia-Pacific region.  

“As with Australia, agricultural exports have helped build 

prosperity in America, creating jobs and lifting living standards.  

“With a continued focus on free trade, the benefits will continue 

to flow – now is not the time to become inward-looking and 

revert to protectionist policies.”  
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DATES TO 
REMEMBER 

Sugar Industry Calendar 

Click here 

 

@BurdekinCANE 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd 

www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au 

Would you like to 

advertise in 

canenews? 

Email 

bdk@canegrowers.com.au  

to receive more 

information 

BPS & Farmacist shed meetings 

Date Time Group Venue 

Mon 14th Nov 8:30 Millaroo/Dalbeg W Ferguson 

Tue 15th Nov 8:30 Giru/Shirbourne D Poletto 

Tue 15th Nov 1:00 Clare/Mulgrave Clare Club 

Wed 16th Nov 8:30 
Selkirk/Haughton/Bartlett/Upper 
Haughton SISL 

6% Discount 
Exclusive offer to members 

of CANEGROWERS 

Burdekin 

Brisbane Convention & Exhibition Centre 

http://www.canecalendar.com.au/
https://twitter.com/burdekincane
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Canegrowers-Burdekin-Limited/365513130247968?ref=hl
http://www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au
mailto:bdk@canegrowers.com.au
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/agfutures-innovation-and-investment-conference-tickets-26913960380


Contact Us 

HEAD OFFICE 

141 Young Street, Ayr 

bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm   

Fri:  9am - 3pm                                                                                                    

4790 3600  

CANEGROWERS Hall  

68 Tenth Street, Home Hill 

 

Debra Burden General Manager 0417 709 435 

4790 3603 

Wayne Smith Manager: Member Services 0428 834 802 

4790 3604 

Michelle Andrews 
JP (Qual) 

Manager: Finance & Admin 4790 3602 

Tiffany Giardina Payroll & Administration 4790 3601 

Racheal Olsen Solaris Insurance  Brokers 

Manager 
racheal_olsen@solarisinsurance.com.au 

4790 3605 

0408 638 518 

Mel De Domenico Administration Officer 4790 3608 

Tanara Cowen Administration Officer 4790 3605 

Email address:  firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au 

DIRECTORS  

Phil Marano 

Chair 

marano@bigpond.com 0404 004 371 

Owen Menkens 

Deputy Chair 

owen_menkens@hotmail.com 0409 480 179 

Steven Pilla spilla8@bigpond.com.au 0417 071 861 

Roger Piva rogerdpiva@gmail.com 0429 483 815 

Sib Torrisi sibbyt58@bigpond.com 0429 827 196 

Greg Rossato greg_rossato@outlook.com 0418 713 563 

canenews  is read by the majority of Burdekin 

cane farmers and their families in the Burdekin.  

Copies are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS 

Offices, businesses, industry, politicians, 

Government Agencies and members of the 

community. 

 

Published Weekly by: 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited 

 

ABN:    43 114 632 325 

Postal Address:   PO Box 933,  AYR  QLD  4807 

Telephone:   (07) 4790 3600 

Facsimile:   (07) 4783 4914 

Email:    bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

 

Please direct all advertising enquiries and materials 

to the above. 

Disclaimer 

In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our” 

means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our 

directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter 

has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do 

our very best to present information that is correct and 

accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or 

representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or 

accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter, 

for any purposes. 

Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be 

excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss, 

damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of 

the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information 

appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole 

responsibility and risk associated with the use and results 

of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you 

agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage 

whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of, 

or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We 

recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any 

information provided in this newsletter. 

Burdekin Cane Auditors—Workplace Coordinators 

Site Name Email Phone 

Inkerman Vicki Lewis vicki@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4782 1020 

Kalamia Ray Collinson ray@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4783 0319 

Pioneer Geraldine Cantarella geraldine@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4782 5346 

Invicta Mark Saunders mark@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4782 9153 


