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CANEGROWERS
Burdekin
Members Only

Annual General Meeting
This Thursday
21 November
7.00pm
CANEGROWERS Hall,
Home Hill

Your Board held their regular monthly
meeting on Tuesday of this week.
In addition to the usual Board agenda
topics covering financial results, member
service activities, SmartCane BMP and
insurance service update the following
presentations were received and matters
covered:
Super Sweet Sorghum: Mr Kevin Mann
(pictured left) provided an overview of a
trial on Super Sweet Sorghum that he is
undertaking on his property.

CANEGROWERS CEO

Nitrogen Trial: Mr Julian Connellan from
SRA (pictured right) provided an overview
of the Nitrogen trial that is being
undertaken in this region. This presentation included an overview of how
the trial sites were selected, the trial design, an overview of the
established trial sites, the trials current status, the fact that the trial is
due to end in March 2014 but there is some hope that the trial will be
extended. The fact that to-date Julian has undertaken 1400 plant
samples and 700 soil samples. The results of the 2013 harvest are yet to
be fully analysed. The results of the trial will be presented to delegates
attending the BPS meeting in March 2014.

Paul Schembri

Sucrogen Dispute: Michael Klug and Peter Hickey from Clayton Utz
provided the usual phone update on the Sucrogen Dispute litigation.

Guest Speakers:
Brendan Stewart

CANEGROWERS Chairman

Scan on your
smartphone to
download our
app

Annual General Meeting: the final procedures for the Annual General
meeting were completed.

Join us on
@BurdekinCANE

This newsletter is not to be distributed or reproduced without the express permission of CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd. 1

CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the fight
on all issues affecting cane farmers businesses
Below is a summary of just some of the actions undertaken by your CANEGROWERS Queensland in the past week to help you and the
cane industry. Current as at 19 November 2013

Marketing – Grower Title
















No responses were received from mills in response to
growers request for mills to identify the issues that,
from their perspective, need to be addressed in the
development of implementation plans for grower title.
CANEGROWERS
are
working
through
an
implementation plan for grower title that will deliver on
twelve key objectives
Establish a stable transparent marketing structure for
the long term.
Secure cane payment.
Stabilise the grower-mill risk/reward profile for the long
term.
Avoid growers being a captive supplier of cane to a
monopoly mill.
Have a say in how grower economic interest (GEI)
sugar is marketed.
Secure STL as an industry owned storage and
handling facility for the long term.
Have a say at the QSL board table.
Have confidence in the capturing of physical marketing
premiums.
Have access to price risk (ICE11) management
facilities.
Have access to pooling structures.
Have access to advance payments and a stable
financial platform.
Maintain a coordinated logistics and quality
management system.

Seasonal Worker Program


CANEGROWERS has meet by phone with the
Department of Employment to discuss the cane
sector’s three year trial of the Seasonal Worker
Program. The Coalition Government has committed to
examining the case to expand the Seasonal Worker
Program and the Department was seeking
CANEGROWERS views on the Seasonal Worker
Program in the short and longer term.

Electricity


CANEGROWERS participated in the Queensland
Government’s ‘Peak Bodies and Large Customer
Advocates’ workshop ahead of the development of its
30-year electricity strategy, as part of our ongoing
efforts to secure electricity tariffs for food and fibre
production and minimise the impact of electricity price
increases on production costs.

Vegetation Management
CANEGROWERS, AgForce and QFF have been providing
advice to the Department of Natural Resources and Mines
(DNRM) on the implementation of the Vegetation
Management Act reforms for the past six months. DNRM are
now finalising their reform package and are organising a
series of workshops to communicate the changes.
The reforms include:

A list of routine land management activities that are
now excluded from the VMA

A suite of Self Assessable Codes that can be used to
clear small areas of vegetation for certain purposes

Two new clearing purposes, for High Value and
Irrigated High Value Agriculture and Environmental
Clearing

A new Category R mapping layer that will apply a 50m
buffer to all watercourses in the reef catchment areas.
All of these changes to the Vegetation Management Act will
have a significant impact on what vegetation can and cannot
be cleared.
A VMA workshop is to be held on 4 December, 10am at the
DNRM Office
It is important that as many growers as possible attend these
information sessions. To register for any of the information
sessions, please email your interest
to vegsouthregion@dnrm.qld.gov.au

CANEGROWERS’ leadership has earned the respect of community, industry and
government for its persistence and professionalism.
The Burdekin’s local and regional leadership is complemented by CANEGROWRS’
leadership at national and international levels.
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GREEN POOL WEEKLY
SUGAR REPORT
The Green Pool weekly sugar reports which were available to
growers via the grower web are now available through
CANEGROWERS Burdekin. To view the reports click here.

STATE OF THE SUGAR
MARKET
Wilmar’s “State of the Sugar Market” grower meetings held in the
Burdekin on Wednesday 20th November were very well attended.

BURDEKIN PRODUCTIVITY
SERVICES NEW WEBSITE

Burdekin Productivity Services (BPS) have launched a new website
aimed to provide informative tools to assist cane farmers to grow
better cane, and also to provide improved access to related
information from other websites so that the only port of call when
looking for information to solve your pest and disease issues is to
visit their site www.bps.net.au

Gavin Chapple, Gary Spotswood, Will Lucas, Karim Salamon (Wilmar) &
Richard McGuire (Wilmar) at the State of the Sugar Markets meeting

SAFETY UPDATE

Mr Karim Salamon, Head of Analysis of the Sugar Market for
Wilmar International and based in Wilmar Paris’ office, spoke to
the presentation. This presentation included an overview of
Wilmar Sugar, an overview of the Sugar Market and price
formation and influencing factors

Signs of External Bleeding
Blood vessels bleed differently

Some highlights from Karim’s presentation included:

Arterial Bleeding - is harder to control, high concentration
of oxygen, bright red colour.
Veinous Bleeding - are damaged more often, closer to the
skins surface, less pressure and flow steady, only damage
to trunk & thigh produces profuse bleeding, the can be
hard to control.
Capillary Bleeding - is the most common type as it oozes
and clotting occurs easily as the blood is less red then
arterial blood.

Controlling External Bleeding
DIRECT pressure - apply pad & bandage
ELEVATION - as long as there are no broken
or fractured bones
CHECK CIRCULATION - too tight, look for cold, pale skin,
toes or fingers numbness or tingling.

1.

World consumption is growing at 3 to 4 million tonnes per
year …which is equivalent to the total Australian crop

2.

The six largest importers of raw sugar are based in the Asia
Pacific region

3.

The forecast is for a 5 million tonne world surplus for
2013/14  and a deficit in Asia/Pacific of 10 million tonnes
by 2023 

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT
Office space & chemical storage shed available to rent at
CANEGROWERS Burdekin’s Home Hill office.
To organise an inspection or for more information, contact
Gary at CANEGROWERS Project & Training Centre, Home Hill
on 4782 1922.
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Retain Ravensdown In The Burdekin

The Scoop on soil testing
Quick Facts


Soil tests let you know what the crop needs



A standard test is only $100/sample



Pick up and drop off kits at local CANEGROWERS office

GETTING soil tests to accurately assess the nutrient requirements of the blocks
on the region’s cane farms provides a multitude of benefits to the individual
growers who take the time to invest in the practice.
Mark Whitten, RFA Account Manager - Northern Region said “Crop inputs,
including fertiliser, which can account for up to a quarter of growers’ yearly
spend, are expensive. Soil testing is one tool that can be used by growers to
determine appropriate nutrients to maximise crop yields cost effectively”.
Growers have two options when taking soil tests - the Sugarcane Analysis
($100), or the Comprehensive Sugarcane Analysis ($120). This analysis
includes all of the analysis from the Sugarcane Analysis along with soil texture, Burdekin grower Ray Cvjetanovic gets a
soil test with the assistance of Mark
nitrate nitrogen, ammonium nitrogen and chloride.
Whitten, Ravensdown Account Manager
Organising your soil testing is easy with the kits available at CANEGROWERS
Burdekin - the kits come with detailed instructions.

- Northern Region

Soil Samplers are also available at CANEGROWERS Burdekin on a two-day loan basis at no charge to members.
Once growers have their soil samples they can simply return with the accompanying documents/ courier bag and
completed paperwork to CANEGROWERS Burdekin to dispatch before midday.
Remember if you have any questions or need a hand just give me a call on 0437 748 856 or email me on
mark.whitten@ravensdown.com.au

Early Bird Vouchers
Quick Facts


Vouchers won’t be automatically deducted



Vouchers must be used before 31 December 2013



Vouchers can be used for fertiliser and soil tests

As you know, the early bird incentive provided a $5/tonne
credit for fertiliser or soils tests for product that was ordered
and dispatched before the 30th of September 2013. You should
have received your early bird vouchers in the mail.
Remember, the voucher won’t automatically be deducted from orders. When ordering you must request it to
be used. Also, all vouchers must be used up before 31 December 2013 and can’t be carried into the New Year.
The early bird vouchers will go a long way to paying for soil tests and fertiliser, so make sure you get in and don’t
let them go to waste.
To redeem your vouchers simply phone the Customer Centre on 1800 624 122 and have your credits applied
against a new fertiliser order or soil test.
Remember if you have any questions or need a hand just give me a call on 0437 748 856 or email me on
mark.whitten@ravensdown.com.au
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To Shareholders of Ravensdown Fertiliser Australia
You’re invited…
to join Ravensdown Fertiliser Australia’s Board, management and staff at the Annual
Meeting.
WHEN & WHERE
Wednesday 11 December 2013
6pm | Rydges Southbank
23 Palmer Street, Townsville
WHAT’S ON
Join us for a company presentation and a delicious buffet dinner.
TRANSPORT
Should you require transportation to and from the AGM, buses have been arranged
and will pick up from the Canegrowers offices in Ayr, Herbert River and Home Hill.
Please confirm your seat on the bus when you RSVP.
RSVP
Please contact Pennie by return email by Wednesday 4 December 2013
All shareholders are welcome. Spaces are limited, to avoid disappointment please
RSVP as soon as possible.
For a special accommodation rate please go to www.rydges.com/townsville and
quote RAVWEB in the Corporate ID section to receive the specialised price for
Ravensdown attendees.
Photography: Please note there will be a photographer at this event taking photos for use in
Ravensdown marketing materials including web, newsletters and annual reports.
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Smartcane Update
The Smartcane BMP online system is progressing with the final
touches almost complete. Pilot programs have been initiated
across the state to test the functionality of the system and will be
available for grower access from the 3rd December following the
official program launch in Mackay.
Grower participation in the Smartcane BMP program is entirely
voluntary and is designed to support your business productivity
and profitability. The program is free to all participants through
$3.5 million funding from the Department of Environment and
Heritage Protection.
For the program roll out in the Burdekin, all growers are offered
a choice to complete the self-assessment. Growers can register
to participate in a group session at the Canegrowers training
centre in Home Hill or Growers can choose to complete modules
by themselves at home without any support or assistance.
However for accreditation to be awarded, growers will require
verification by a Smartcane BMP facilitator for each module that
is successfully completed.
The initial focus will be on the first three modules available for
completion- Irrigation and drainage management; Soil health and
plant nutrition and Pest, disease and weed management. These
modules are linked directly to the Queensland Government
commitment to roll back industry reef regulations.
All data collected will support individual growers to improve
profitability, productivity and stewardship. Data will be managed
at an aggregated scale and not identifiable to an individual
grower. Any reporting will support industry programs and
opportunities such as R&D and training needs.
For those growers who wish to gain national recognition in the
form of a qualification as well as industry recognition for their
best management practices, a well-established recognition of
prior learning process has been designed to acknowledge the
Smartcane BMP components, making the acquisition of a
Diploma in Agriculture qualification a bonus for Smartcane BMP
participants.
To preregister your interest to participate in the group sessions
please contact your Burdekin Smartcane facilitator Gary Halliday
on 4782 1922 or mobile 0 438 747 596.
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QSL UPDATE BY CARLA KEITH
As the 2013 season winds up around the state, many of you are no doubt ready for a well-earned Christmas break. But before you break
out the fishing gear and turn on the cricket, we’d like to take this opportunity to thank you for your support and invaluable assistance
during the season. It has been almost two years since we started in our roles at QSL and we continue to be overwhelmed by the warm
reception and strong support we receive when we speak with growers.
QSL is committed to serving the interests of growers and millers for the long-term prosperity of the Queensland sugar industry and we do
this through four value offerings; financing, pricing, marketing and logistics. As Industry Relationship Managers, we work to ensure you
are kept up to date on our performance in these four key areas and have a local point of contact for any questions or concerns. By doing
this, we aim to show you how the team at QSL is delivering value for you and our industry as a whole. But it’s essential that this
communication is a two-way street, and your feedback and industry insights remain a primary focus of our roles and an essential element
in QSL’s operations. QSL works for you, so it’s important that the offerings we provide meet your needs.

In addition to current communication efforts, QSL will also be engaging more regularly with your elected QSL Grower Member
representatives in order to provide another avenue to disseminate information and seek your feedback. We recently met with your
representatives for a workshop that was well received, and we plan to step up such efforts in the New Year. You can find the full list of
QSL Grower Member representatives on our website at www.qsl.com.au.

Rest assured that while things may slow down as Christmas draws near, we will continue to provide you with updates through the
Australian CANEGROWER Magazine, ACFA updates, grower newsletters and the QSL website. As the grower-choice marketer for your
sugar we want to ensure you continue to be across the performance of your selected pools, sugar and currency market themes, and all
the ways in which QSL is achieving results and maximising your sugar price.

We also urge you to take some time to start considering your QSL pricing options for the 2014 season. As in years past, we intend to hold
QSL Pool information sessions throughout Queensland prior to the February declaration date. However, we can advise that there will be
no significant changes to the types of pools on offer, so you may like to take a look at the Pool Description Sheets on our website to gain a
better understanding of your options. You can find these at http://www.qsl.com.au/products-services/pricing-products/2013-season.
Alternatively, you can always contact us for further information. Our contact details are:
Carla Keith - 0409 372 305 and Carla.Keith@qsl.com.au
Cathy Kelly - 0409 285 074 and Cathy.Kelly@qsl.com.au

Pricing
Growers can monitor their performance via the Price Pool Matrices, published on our website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is
updated regularly and is all about giving growers a sense of how the QSL managed pools are performing over the current season.

Current as of 11 October Current as of 25
October 2013
QSL Harvest Pool

2013 Gross

QSL Discretionary Pool

$399

QSL Actively Managed Pool

$411

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool

$393

QSL US Quota Pool

$471

QSL 2013 Season Forward Pool

$430

QSL 2014 Season Forward Pool

$420

$403

Note: The prices given are in Gross $A dollars/ IPS tonnes and
don’t include a shared pool allocation.

FREE
The Legal Guide for
Primary Producers is
available from the
Ayr office.
Drop in today to pick
up a copy.
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Dear Growers,

PRICING INFORMATION

2014 Season Allowable Exposure

2013 Season Advances & Payments
as at 1 November 2013
% estimated
return

$/tonne IPS
Initial *
22 August 13*
26 September 13*
24 October 13*
21 November 13
19 December 13
23 January 14
20 February 14
20 March 14
24 April 14
22 May 14
26 June 14
Final Payment

For all growers that have already undertaken forward pricing
for the 2014 season we suggest it is worthwhile to review and/
or update the following information, in case it may have
changed;

$219
$235
$256
$262
$275
$285
$313
$323
$333
$343
$363
$383
$404

77.5%
80.0%
82.5%
85.0%
90.0%
95.0%
100%

* paid
+ scheduled

The Advance Program is a guide only. CANEGROWERS Burdekin takes no
responsibility for its accuracy. It only applies to growers who did not
forward price for 2013 (the default method). Growers who have forward
priced for 2013 will be paid the same percentage of their final expected
proceeds. For individual advance rates check your grower forecast on
the Wilmar website.

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices
as at 20 November 2013
Gross
$401
$429
$458
$479

2013 Season
2014 Season
2015 Season
2016 Season

The 2014 season allowable exposure has been increased
from 50% to 60%, which means growers are now able to
create any additional orders should they wish to do so.

Net
$377
$405
$434
$455

Estimated QSL Pool Prices
As at 25 October 2013






Nominated Ha’s and Tonnes
Current Orders
% of crop priced
% of crop available to price

We also suggest you view your FPA Schedule 1, to check that
the details all look in order.
We would also like to remind you that the nomination close
date for all 2014 season pricing (including the 2015 – 2
Season Forward Pool and the 2016 – 3 Season Forward
Pool) is Monday 24th February 2014
QSL Committed Tonnage Pool Offering
QSL has now confirmed that it will be offering a similar range
of pooling options as it has in the past, but with the inclusion
of a new ‘QSL Growth Pool’ for the 2014 Season. All growers
are now able to make nominations into these pools through
the pricing website
The range of QSL pools that will be on offer for the 2014
season are outlined in the below table;
QSL Committed Tonnage Pools
Actively Managed Pool (ICE 11)
Discretionary Pool (ICE 11)
Guaranteed Floor Pool (ICE 11)
Growth Pool (ICE 11)
2015 – 2 Season Forward Pool (ICE 11)
2016 – 3 Season Forward Pool (ICE 11)

$/Tonne IPS GROSS
QSL Harvest Pool

$403

QSL Discretionary Pool

$399

QSL Actively Managed Pool

$411

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool

$393

QSL US Quota Pool

$471

QSL 2013 Season Forward Pool

$430

QSL 2014 Season Forward Pool

$420

See www.qslcom.au for more information

More information relating to the QSL pool offering can be
found on the QSL website (http://www.qsl.com.au/)
Should you have any further questions please contact the
myself (4722-1907) or Neil Cawthorne (4945-9708)
Kind regards,

Richard McGuire
Grower Pricing Officer
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DATES TO REMEMBER
21 November
CANEGROWERS Burdekin
Members Only AGM
7.00pm
CANEGROWERS Hall, Home Hill

CANEGROWERS WEATHER
UPDATE
The forecast for Ayr is represented below.

25 & 26 November
Soil Carbon - How Do You Measure Up?
Mackay - Whitsunday Region

27 November
Barratta Catchment Fire Management Strategy Launch
3.30pm - 4.30pm
Burdekin Shire Council

4 December
WIS Water Quality Discovery Tour
8.45am
CANEGROWERS Burdekin, Ayr

13 December
End of Harvest Golf Classic
Ayr Golf Course
Ambrose Teams of 6
$16 per person

Visit on the weather section on the CANEGROWERS website for
more information http://www.canegrowers.com.au/f/Weather/

9

MARKET OVERVIEW
BY QSL TREASURER
STEPHEN STONE

CONTACT DETAILS
HEAD OFFICE
141 Young Street, Ayr
Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm
Fri: 9am - 3pm

Sugar

4790 3600
bdk@canegrowers.com.au

Debra Burden

Regional Manager

0417 709 435
4790 3603

Wayne Smith

Manager: Member Services

0428 834 802
4790 3604

Michelle Andrews

Manager: Finance & Admin

4790 3602

Tiffany Palmer

Payroll & Administration

4790 3601

Martine Bengoa

Insurance Consultant

4790 3605

PROJECT & TRAINING CENTRE
68 Tenth Street, Home Hill
Office Open By Appointment
Gary Halliday

Cane BMP Project Officer

4782 1922
0438 747 596

Email address: firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au
DIRECTORS
Phil Marano
Chair

marano@bigpond.com

0404 004 371

David Lando
Deputy Chair

david@landoandsons.com.au

0417 770 345

Russell Jordan

jorfar@exemail.com.au

0427 768 479

Owen Menkens

owen_menkens@hotmail.com

0409 480 179

Steven Pilla

mpbella@bigpond.com.au

0417 071 861

Roger Piva

rogerdpiva@gmail.com

0429 483 815

Sib Torrisi

sibbyt58@bigpond.com

0429 827 196

Arthur Woods

artywoods1@bigpond.com

0415 961 945

Disclaimer
In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our” means
CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our directors, officers, agents and
employees. This newsletter has been compiled in good faith by CBL .
Although we do our very best to present information that is correct and
accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or representations about the
suitability, reliability, currency or accuracy of the information we present in
this newsletter, for any purposes.
Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be excluded, we
accept no responsibility for any loss, damage, cost or expense incurred by
you as a result of the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information
appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole responsibility and
risk associated with the use and results of the information appearing in this
newsletter, and you agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage
whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of, or in connection
with the use of this newsletter. We recommend that you contact CBL
before acting on any information provided in this newsletter.

A disappointing market over the past fortnight saw raw sugar
futures drift lower to test support at the 18c/lb level. Prices have
now fallen some 10 per cent from levels seen immediately after the
Santos port fire in Brazil. Whilst concerning, we do note prices had
rallied over 4 c/lb from their July lows, at a time when the market
continues to find homes for the physical sugar surplus in play.
Accordingly, raw prices remain susceptible to bouts of weakness.
QSL’s medium-term view remains constructive, with a likely
strengthening of sugar prices above 20c/lb into 2014. We see price
support under 18c/lb for a number of reasons:

Stockpiling becomes more attractive as we approach 17.50
c/lb. Indian exports are less likely, whilst China becomes
more likely to import.

Ethanol’s influence is more direct as we approach ethanol
pricing parity again. Some analysts have also suggested
Brazil may link their domestic gasoline prices to the world
market, a positive for ethanol and our cane farmers.

We also feel the price correction may see reduced
speculative positioning at current levels.
On the physical front, focus now turns to the end of Brazil’s crush
and forecasts for next season. Elsewhere, news seems generally
positive with regard to the Thai and Indian crops, yet we question
whether these harvests can satisfy the growing world demand, with
production increases unlikely in cash-strapped Brazil.
Currency
There’s better news for Australian exporters with regards to the
Aussie dollar. The RBA held rates steady at historical lows on
Melbourne Cup day and have made it clear they are unhappy with
any sustained currency strength. Steadily improving economic data
in China and a stronger housing market in Australia have made it
difficult for the RBA to respond to currency strength with further
rate
cuts.
On balance, we feel this won’t be a necessary condition for
Australian dollar weakness into 2014, as the world’s largest
economy, the US, is slowly showing signs of a strengthening, which
will see investors again move out of Australian dollars. Stronger
employment data in the US last week was in contrast to poor
numbers in Australia and highlights the ongoing vulnerability of the
Australian dollar.
We continue to see positive market conditions emerging for local
cane farmers, with sugar prices stronger into 2014 and the
Australian dollar returning to sub-90-cent levels.
While all care is taken in the preparation of this report the reliability
or accuracy of the information provided in the document is not
guaranteed. QSL does not accept any responsibility to any person
for the decisions and actions taken by that person with respect to
any of the information contained in this report.
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National Farmers’ Federation
Federation—
—Update
Blueprint for Australian Agriculture Forum
The NFF will be holding the second Blueprint forum on 12
December 2013 in Canberra. Building on from the success
of the first forum, the second forum aims to bring together
industry leaders within agriculture and the wider supply chain
to collaborate on solutions to issues facing the entire sector;
seek an update from the four priority working groups
(Innovation and RD&E, Competitiveness, Agriculture Within
Society and Natural Resources); provide an opportunity for
further input into, and discussion around these working
groups; and to identify the next steps from within the
Blueprint that require immediate attention and the key
actions underpinning these priorities.
Productivity
Commission
Infrastructure Inquiry

Infrastructure

Public

The Productivity Commission have announced they will be
undertaking an inquiry into public infrastructure, focusing on
ways to encourage private financing and funding for major
infrastructure projects. To ensure rural and regional road
and rail infrastructure is taken into account, and is not left
out at the expense of metropolitan projects, it will be
important that NFF members provide input to the NFF, to
inform input to the process. The Productivity Commission
will be releasing a draft report in March 2014 and a final in
May 2014. Further information on the inquiry is available
here.
Carbon Tax Repeal
Minister for the Environment, Mr Greg Hunt, this week
introduced the carbon repeal legislation into Parliament – a
move welcomed by the NFF. The NFF supports the need to
take action on climate variability, and farmers have been
leading the way in reducing carbon emissions - by a massive
40 percent between 1990 and 2006 - but the NFF remains
opposed to the carbon tax as it adds unnecessary costs into
Australian farm businesses.
Whilst Agriculture may be excluded from directly paying the
tax, its impacts are far-reaching, highlighting that agriculture
remains a heavily affected sector due to the flow on costs
allocated to electricity and transport, and by the pass through
costs from agricultural processors. Like all industries,
agriculture has a role to play in lowering greenhouse gas
emission, however greater investment in research and
development is needed to convert carbon science into onfarm action. For more, read our media release here.
The Weed Game
ProjecyBioD have developed an innovative e-learning
system to help Australians identify weeds prevalent in their
particular region. The game aims to develop familiarity to
common weeds in order to for all Australians to be trained as
‘eyes on the ground’ and help stop the proliferation of weeds.
Currently, the game is being utilised by several schools in
the ACT/NSW region, and the area overseen by
Condamine’s Alliance Weedspotter’s program.
The makers of the Weed Game are seeking potential
sponsorship to increase the game’s capacity to create
awareness and inform Australians, particularly younger
Australians about the proliferation of weeds. For more
information, please contact Mallika Robinson on 0457 229
508 or via email at mallika@projectbiod.org.

DAFF Weekly Australian Climate, Water and Agricultural
Update:



During the past week, heavy rainfall was recorded
across southeast Australia. In addition, scattered showers
and storms brought rainfall up to 50mm to parts of inland
Queensland.



Water storage levels in the Murray-Darling Basin have
decreased by 184 gigalitres this week and remains at 81 per
cent of total capacity.



In the week ending 12 Nov, the world wheat indicator
price averaged US$316 a tonne and the world coarse grains
indicator price averaged $US200 a tonne for the week
ending 13 Nov.



The QLD young cattle indicator price in the week ending
8 Nov fell to 307 cents a kilogram. Young cattle prices in
NSW and Vic rose to 327 cents and 246 cents a kilogram.
Saleyard prices of lambs rose in most states, largest
increase occurred in NSW where the indicator price (1822kg fat score) rose by 6 per cents to 414 cents a kilogram.
View the full report here.

Queensland Farmers’
Federation
Federation—
—Update
NATIONAL WATER COMMISSION 2014 TRIENNIAL
ASSESSMENT OF WATER REFORM PROGRESS IN
AUSTRALIA
QFF has made a submission to the 2014 triennial
assessment of water reform, and has advocated that the
focus of water reform in Queensland should now be on
refining and streamlining the implementation of reforms to
deal with identifiable risks which are likely to be more
localised at a sub-catchment level rather than catchment or
basin level. A rigorous framework for water planning and
management reform has been implemented over the past
fifteen years in response to national reform requirements.
Refining and streamlining water planning and management
should provide greater certainty for irrigation farmers and
water supply providers as well as ensuring that areas of risk
get the attention required to address concerns. QFF also
submitted that Queensland still faces a challenge to make
the NWI work for the benefit of the irrigation and other
sectors. For example, while there are positive outcomes from
the implementation of water planning, it is still difficult to see
how the components of the NWI (water planning, pricing and
trading) will work together to deliver beneficial change. In
particular, market based change through water trading is
slow in a number of areas limiting the opportunities for farms
and irrigation areas to adjust. Opportunities to facilitate
water trading on a local area basis need to be investigated.
QFF’s submission also provided comment on water quality
issues, implementation of energy reforms and the interaction
between irrigation and urban and mining activity.
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AUSTRALIAN SUGAR INDUSTRY ALLIANCE
MEDIA RELEASE
20 November 2013

Sugar must be part of a comprehensive trade deal
Sugar must be part of the latest round of trade deals, says the concerned Australian sugarcane industry.
Australia has always worked hard for sugar to be included in export trade agreements. It’s a battle which has been hard
fought, being a commodity which is renowned for having one of the most distorted global markets. According to the
Australian Sugar Industry Alliance, countries such as the USA have maintained antiquated protectionist trade policies, which
restrict access to its market to keep its domestic prices for sugar high and support its cane and beet sugar producers at the
expense of consumers and global markets.
The Australian Sugar Industry Alliance says that kind of protectionist behaviour is outmoded and should be a thing of the past
for any country which believes itself to have a fair and ethical trade platform.
“There is simply no place for tariffs, quotas or other trade restrictions for any production in a 21st-century trade agreement,"
says Paul Schembri, Chairman of CANEGROWERS and Chairman of the Australian Sugar Industry Alliance trade committee.
“Being in the midst of negotiating a Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) agreement with the US, Japan and ten other countries in
the Asia-Pacific, this is the time to push back hard against any proposed exclusions of agricultural products.”
The Australian sugar industry is taking a hard line against the distorted sugar market, saying the distortions must be removed
to lift global prices to adequately reflect unsubsidised costs of production.
Other agricultural commodities are taking a huge interest in sugar’s trade battle, cognisant that excluding sugar would mean
that other TPP countries would likely seek to exclude other so-called sensitive products such as rice, dairy, wheat, barley and
pork as well as sugar from the TPP.
“This is an outcome which would not sit at well with the broader agricultural communities in Australia, New Zealand or the
USA,” says Mr Schembri.
“The health of the Australian economy is linked to the strength of our export markets.
“Fair trade must include market access gains for all agricultural products. There must be no exclusions.
“In relation to sugar, the TPP agreement must include new market access opportunities for sugar, with annual increases
thereafter, until open access is achieved and sugar can flow unimpeded around the region.
“This will be an important step for sugar market liberalisation as part of the more challenging multi-lateral discussions that
continue at the World Trade Organisation.
The Australian sugar industry is working closely with the Australian Government on opening up blocked trade avenues for
sugar, hoping that the industry’s efforts will see sugar as the sweetener the latest trade negotiations need to unlock the
current export market access impasse.
Eighty percent of Australian sugar is exported. Australian sugarcane farmers are the only sugarcane producers in the world
who don't operate with subsidies or price supports.
Removing barriers to markets will make Australian sugar more attractive to importers and create more opportunity for our
exports says the Australian Sugar Industry Alliance.
Dominic Nolan, CEO of the Australian Sugar Milling Council and member of the Australian Sugar Industry Alliance trade
committee, is currently in the USA progressing Australia’s position on the inclusion of sugar in the TPP.
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