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Protect competition in raw sugar marketing 
Top of mind for CANEGROWERS Burdekin Chairman Phil Marano as Queenslanders prepare to vote is protecting competition in 

raw sugar marketing services and the rights of farmers. 

Grower choice and competition were secured in 2015 with a change to the Sugar Industry Act and new structures and contracts 

are in for the 2017 season. 

Mr Marano, who like other Burdekin growers has no choice but to send his cane to the local Wilmar Sugar mills, wants all 

candidates to come clearnon their attitude to the legislation in the run up to the election. 

“Growers campaigned long and hard for the legislation and it is very important to our industry,” he said. “It provides competition 

meaning we can shop around and choose best marketer for our own business situation whether it be the miller ’s offering or the 

industry-owned QSL. 

“We can make our own decisions about how we think we will get the best return in the world market.  

“If the legislation were repealed, growers would be forced to use a marketer with a monopoly who then could do whatever they 

wanted. Competition keeps everyone on their toes. 

“We are not against a miller marketing grower economic interest sugar but growers should not be forced to use them.” 

The recent threat to the industry’s Code of Conduct in the Federal Parliament revealed that the legislation could be vulnerable. 

“The Labor Party voted with NSW Senator David Leyonhjelm in his attempt to abolish a Code that requires negotiations to be 

conducted reasonably, fairly and honestly without intimidation,” Mr Pisano said. 

“Fortunately for growers, Senators from other parties combined to keep the Code in place, giving us confidence when dealing with 

local milling monopolies. 

“We need to see and hear a clear statement from all parties that this hard-won grower choice state legislation will be maintained, 

whoever wins on 25 November.” 

Other commitments CANEGROWERS is seeking in the campaign include a cut in electricity prices (by 33% on 2015-16 gazetted 

levels), a reform of the power tariff structure and support for industry-driven programs (such as Smartcane BMP) rather than 

regulation as the best way to achieve water quality outcomes for the Great Barrier Reef. 

 
This Sunday 

CANEGROWERS 

Burdekin Chair Phil 

Marano will feature on   

The  Project.   

Phil will be discussing the upcoming Queensland election 

and what it means for cane growers. 

The episode will air this Sunday 12th November, 6.30pm 

on WIN / TEN. 
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2017 State Election 
The State election has been called and CANEGROWERS is urging Queensland’s political parties to adopt a list of clear policy 

commitments to secure a prosperous future for cane farming businesses and the families and regional communities that rely on 

them.  

The key issues and actions for CANEGROWERS in the 2017 Queensland State Election are  

Grow a competitive and prosperous sugarcane industry  

• Maintain legislation that supports grower choice and competition in sugar marketing services.  

• Reinstate and maintain Queensland Government funding to Sugar Research Australia, in real terms, to $4.3 million per 

annum. 

• Commit to a long-term and larger biofuel mandate with opportunities for growers to share in the opportunities.  

• Invest in water and road infrastructure to support continual industry development. 

Guarantee fair costs of production  

• Reduce electricity prices by 33% by taking actions such as writing down Ergon’s regulated 

asset base by 50%.  

• Introduce a suite of fair tariffs for food and fibre production.  

• Support on-farm energy efficiency and alternative energy projects to $10m over three 

years.  

Create an environment that promotes productivity  

• Remove regulations on farming practices in Great Barrier Reef catchments.  

• Base achievable water quality targets for Great Barrier Reef catchments on science.  

• Recognise Smartcane BMP as the most enduring way for industry to meet obligations to 

improve water quality.  

• Maintain provisions for vegetation management for high value agriculture and high value 

irrigated agriculture land. 

Support industry sustainability programs  

• Commit $7.2 million to Smartcane BMP over four years.  

• Commit $9.6 million to four-year program addressing the water use efficiency, power use efficiency and productivity nexus. 

For more information on CANEGROWERS key issues and actions for the 2017 Queensland State Election click here. 

http://www.canegrowers.com.au/page/advocacy/queensland-state-election
http://www.canegrowers.com.au/page/advocacy/queensland-state-election
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Burdekin Candidates Informed 
CANEGROWERS Burdekin Manager Wayne Smith took the opportunity 

to present two of the candidates for the seat of Burdekin in the upcoming 

election with the Issues and Actions brochure prepared by 

CANEGROWERS for the Queensland Election to be held no November 

25th. 

On Wednesday LNP candidate and sitting member Dale Last facilitated a 

meeting for growers and representatives with Queensland Senator Barry 

O’Sullivan who was supportive in the Senate to defeat the Sugar Industry 

Code of Conduct disallowance motion introduced by NSW Senator David 

Leyonhjelm. 

One Nation candidate Sam Cox along with Party Leader & Queensland 

Senator Pauline Hanson addressed a public meeting in Ayr today. 

It was impressed on both candidates that the Real Choice in Sugar 

Marketing legislation that supports grower choice and competition in 

sugar marketing services be maintained. 

A copy of the Issues and Actions brochure can be accessed by clicking 

here.  

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Manager Wayne Smith 

presenting Dale Last the Issues and Actions brochure 

prepared by CANEGROWERS for the Queensland Election 

Wayne Smith presenting Sam Cox the Issues 

and Actions brochure prepared by 

CANEGROWERS for the Queensland Election 

Dale Last MP, Senator Barry O’Sullivan, Sib Torrisi & Tom Callow at the meeting facilitated 

by Dale on Wednesday. 

Full Preferential Voting 
On Thursday, 21 April 2016 the Queensland Parliament approved a bill to replace optional 

preferential voting in state elections with a full preferential voting system.  

Full preferential voting (FPV) means numbering every box on the ballot paper in your preferred 

order. If every square is not numbered, your vote could be deemed informal and may not be 

counted. 

To make your vote count under the FPV system you must number all candidates in order of your 

preference. You must: 

• place a one (1) in the box beside your first preference; 

• a two (2) in the box beside your second preference; 

• a three (3) in the box beside your third preference; and  

• continue numbering until all of the boxes are numbered.  

Instructions for completing a formal vote are always on the ballot paper. Please read this 

information carefully to ensure your vote is counted. 

http://www.canegrowers.com.au/page/advocacy/queensland-state-election
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Crushing Stats 
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Farm programs, not red 
tape, drive best results 
for Reef 
Queensland’s farm leaders have joined forces to call on the 

next state government to back industry programs, rather than 

bureaucratic intervention, as the best way to improve water 

quality for the Great Barrier Reef. 

CANEGROWERS Chairman Paul Schembri has hosted 

AgForce General President Grant Maudsley and Queensland 

Farmers Federation President Stuart Armitage on his Mackay 

sugarcane farm today. 

“We’re standing together today because we are united in the 

belief that our industry best management practice (BMP) 

programs are the most effective way for farmers to help the 

Reef,” Mr Schembri said. 

“Over-zealous regulations, reaching down to interfere with a 

farmers’ day to day work on the land, place a restrictive red 

tape burden on industry. Regulations promote a minimum 

standard but our cooperative farm improvement programs 

encourage continual innovation and pride.  

“The major parties campaigning in this State Election have 

been supportive of our sugarcane industry Smartcane BMP 

program and we urge them to now take the next step of giving 

industry the responsibility of driving the future of our 

relationship with the Reef. 

“It is a challenge but as an industry we are up for it,” Mr 

Schembri said  

Mr Schembri, who farms with his brother Joe at Farleigh, is 

accredited under Smartcane BMP’s three core water quality 

modules. 

“We all love where we live and we also want to have profitable 

and productive businesses. Fortunately, the economic and 

sustainability drivers line up. Good outcomes for the 

environment mean good outcomes for farm profitability. 

“70% of Queensland’s cane farming area, owned by 1,634 

businesses, is now benchmarked in the Smartcane BMP 

program and half of the growers involved say it’s led to 

improvements in their farming practices. 

“17% of cane farming businesses in Queensland are 

accredited, like mine, as operating at or above industry best 

practice. In the Wet Tropics region, the figure is 35%. 

“This program is working because it is industry-driven. The big 

stick of government regulation could not achieve such a high 

level of engagement. 

“Money spent on compliance would be better targeted towards 

partnerships between farmers and government.” 

CANEGROWERS is calling on the next Queensland 

Government to back away from regulation and commit $7.2 

million to supporting Smartcane BMP over the next four years 

to assist growers to meet water quality targets for the whole 

community. 
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Election offers energy 
spark, but more still 
needed  
Electricity affordability has proven to be a major issue during the 

Queensland State election with the parties already releasing their 

policies to combat the ‘energy crisis’ early in the campaign. 

Queensland Farmers’ Federation (QFF) President Stuart Armitage 

said it was encouraging that all parties had announced some positive 

commitments, but we are yet to see the holistic solution to the 

‘energy crisis’ that farmers need. 

“The LNP and Katter’s Australia Party (KAP) have committed to 

addressing the network assets optimization issue – the LNP by 

writing down Energy Queensland’s regulated asset base (RAB), KAP 

by valuing the assets at actual cost rather than replacement cost. 

“This is an important shift as the ‘gold plating’ of the poles and wires 

is the number one driver of electricity price increases. The LNP 

commitment needs to go further, as it only writes the RAB down by 

about 6.5% when 50% is required to deliver real price relief. 

“The LNP’s $75 million ‘Food and Fibre Transition Payment’ for 

farmers on tariffs 62, 65 and 66 is also a constructive first step. But 

when the 3-year $1,400 payment runs out we will still be left with 

unsuitable tariffs. Encouragingly, KAP have committed to directly 

dealing with the transitional tariffs issue by indefinitely freezing the 

proposed changes. 

“KAP, The Greens and One Nation (ONP) have all committed, in 

different ways, to addressing the four ‘hidden taxes’ on the 

Government Owned Corporations (GOCs) that accounted for about 

$3 billion in government revenue last year – about $12 billion over the 

last 3 years. 

“Labor has best addressed on farm demand management and 

energy efficiency with its commitment to a $10 million extension of 

the Energy Savers Program that will conduct 200 extra energy audits 

and offer a 50% co-contribution (capped at $20,000) towards the cost 

of implementing changes recommended through the audits. 

“However, without addressing the price side, Labor must significantly 

ramp up this program so more farmers can benefit and evolve the 

program over time to address broader productivity issues. 

“While it is encouraging to see our politicians acknowledge and begin 

to address the complicated failures association with Queensland’s 

‘energy crisis’, no party has offered the holistic approach our sector 

needs. 

“The next Queensland Government must be willing to look beyond 

the one or two areas their party has identified and commit to a longer-

term agenda to deliver change. 

“There is still time before 25 November for parties to hone their 

offerings, and for the sake of our sector and the Queensland 

economy more broadly, let’s hope they do .” 

QFF releases its 
vision for a vibrant 
and thriving 
agricultural sector  
Following the announcement that we are headed to the 

polls on 25 November 2017, the Queensland Farmers’ 

Federation (QFF) urges those vying for public office and 

the voting public to remember that a thriving and vibrant 

agriculture sector is not just good for farmers – it is 

good for everyone. 

With 26,000 farm businesses directly employing over 

60,000 Queenslanders, and over 315,000 people 

throughout the entire food supply chain, agriculture is 

critical to the fortunes of the state. 

QFF President Stuart Armitage said Queensland’s 

agricultural sector lay at the cornerstone of the state’s 

economic and social success and must be respected, 

encouraged and supported to ensure this can continue. 

“A vibrant and thriving agricultural sector will only be 

achieved by addressing the challenges and capitalising 

on the opportunities in front of us, which requires 

deliberate and strategic action. 

“In the next Parliament, we need a government that will 

guarantee farmers fair production costs, create and 

foster an environment that promotes productivity and 

resilience, and ensure the building blocks and 

infrastructure that underpin the sector are in place. 

“Our sector is the only one that can deliver food 

security, environmental sustainability and economic 

opportunity for relatively low risk – a compelling case 

regardless of your political persuasion”, Mr Armitage 

said. 

QFF has identified 10 policy areas that require urgent 

action to realise ‘A vibrant and thriving sector providing 

food, fibre and amenity to all Queenslanders’.  
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BPS & Farmacist 
shed meetings 
BPS and Farmacist will be conducting a round 

of shed meetings in November 2017.  Topics 

will include SRA8, smut update, variety 

selection, irrigation, managing nitrogen losses, 

managing seed cane and chemical losses.  

Please see the table below for times and dates. Growers are 

welcome to attend an alternative shed meeting if they are 

unable to attend their normal venue. 

Terry Granshaw 
0437 553 149 

tgranshaw@bps.net.au 

Contact Terry on 0437 553 149 to attend 

the next Smartcane BMP workshop on 

Monday 20th November 

Members only are invited to the 

 Annual General 

Meeting 

Tuesday 28th November 2017 

5.30pm 

CANEGROWERS Hall,  

Home Hill 

Followed by BBQ & drinks 

 

Guest Speaker: 

John Warda, Sugar Terminals Ltd CEO 

 

RSVP by Friday 24th November to 47903600 

or email bdk@canegrowers.com.au  

for catering purposes 

Date Time Group Venue 

Mon 13th 

Nov 
1pm Waterview/Sextons E Pearce 

Tue 14th 

Nov 
8:30am 

Aerodrome/Colevale/

Town/Pioneer Mill 
B Lago 

Tue 14th 

Nov 
1pm 

Airville/Dicks Bank/

McDesme 
BPS Shed 

Wed 15th 

Nov 
8:30am Airdmillan/Burstalls N Formalin 

Wed 15th 

Nov 
1pm Giru/Shirbourne D Poletto 
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MEDIA RELEASE 
Alliance Demands Energy Action 
As the Queensland election battle intensifies, three of the peak bodies representing business are combining to make sure that the 

issue is acted on by all sides of politics and commitments are made to drive real change and reduce energy costs. 

The Chamber of Commerce and Industry Queensland (CCIQ), CANEGROWERS and Queensland Farmers Federation (QFF) 

have come together to form a Queensland Industry Energy Alliance (QIEA) highlighting 5 key principles both major parties can 

commit to which will reduce Queensland’s skyrocketing electricity bills. 

CCIQ’s General Manager of Advocacy, Kate Whittle, highlighted the challenge, “Power prices are the number one issue impacting 

businesses in Queensland, particularly those in regional Queensland. Hardest hit are our manufacturers and primary producers, 

two cornerstones of our economy. 

“Over 170,000 jobs are at stake if real action is not taken immediately,” said Ms Whittle. 

Queensland’s farmers, small businesses and industry have come together fed up with the inertia and paralysis stopping our 

leaders from taking action.  

QFF President Stuart Armitage explained that Queensland’s electricity prices doubled between 2007-08 and 2013-14, driven by 

increases in network charges which grew six-fold (network costs account for 95 percent of the total electricity price increases 

during the period). 

“QIEA understands that the Queensland Government has a dilemma. As the owner of the state’s electricity transmission and 

distribution networks, Powerlink, Ergon and Energex, it has a strong interest in both the operational efficiency and financial 

performance of the businesses.   

“It is no secret that being in the electricity generation and distribution game is good business, especially for the government that 

owns these businesses. Unfortunately, this is coming at the expense of Queensland’s productivity and international 

competitiveness,” said Mr Armitage 

CANEGROWERS Senior-Vice Chairman, Allan Dingle said, “restoring Queensland’s international competitiveness is a 

must.  Halving the value of the regulated asset base by removing assets that are not used or useful will be a good place to start.”  

Mr Dingle went on to discuss further action included, “a sustained 33% price cut and new tariff structure that suits the needs of 

electricity users will deliver benefits where they are most needed.” 

The Alliance are calling for real action and are seeking commitments from all parties to bring down the cost of electricity before 

more businesses close, more production is lost, and more jobs disappear from regional Queensland. 

Our five policy recommendations to immediately place downward pressure on prices are:  

• Set prices for Queensland networks at efficient levels 

• Remove hidden taxes 

• Remove solar bonus from a network charge 

• Introduce five (5) minute settlement period 

• Design and introduce efficient tariffs 

Mr Dingle, “It’s time for all political parties to put the Queensland economy first and reign in the excesses of the state’s electricity 

natural monopolies.”  

“Electricity prices have surpassed sustainable levels. Our members are crying out for relief. It is for this reason our organisations 

have come together. The issue is bigger than any one industry,” said CCIQ’s Ms Whittle. 

The LNP on November 5th have made a commitment to voluntarily write down the RAB. We welcome their commitment but 

believe the reduction could be more ambitious. We call on all political parties to commit to our five principles to provide relief to 

Queensland farmers, irrigators and small businesses. 
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New campaign calls for common sense 
on farm machinery movement red tape 
A National Farmers’ Federation-led (NFF) campaign is calling on Government to restore common sense to 

heavy farm machinery movement regulations. 

NFF Chief Executive Officer Tony Mahar said currently, heavy vehicle regulation across Australia was complex and inconsistent. 

“The rules vary vastly from state to state and shire to shire and in many cases do not adequately recognise the needs of farm 

businesses.” 

 Mr Mahar said farmers recognised the need for regulation with safety their first priority. 

“The last thing any farmer would want is to cause harm to another roaduser. 

“Farmers, their family and friends all travel country roads and we fully support all reasonable steps to ensure equipment is moved 

safely and responsibly.” 

However, Mr Mahar said if the regulations applying to farm machinery were not modernised, they threatened to place a handbrake 

on our burgeoning farm sector. 

“Larger, more efficient farm vehicles and machines play an important part in keeping Australia’s farmers competitive. 

“Being able to move this equipment between properties is fundamental to the business of farming.” 

The NFF is asking regional road users, through the Have your say on oversized road 

regulations campaign, to make the case for reform of agricultural machinery regulation. 

In September, the National Heavy Vehicle Regulator (NHVR) released an Issues Paper on 

national road access laws for agricultural machinery. 

"The issues paper clearly outlines the problem: that current regulations do not take into 

account the nature of the agricultural fleet, nor the quick decisions farmers need to make when managing crops," Mr Mahar said. 

To reduce red tape and improve clarity, the state governments that have signed up to the National Heavy Vehicle Law 

(Queensland, NSW, Victoria, South Australia and Tasmania) have committed to developing a single agricultural notice, replacing 

the previous 14 different state notices.  

"We urge the States and Territories to remain committed to genuine harmonisation – our industry is counting on it," Mr Mahar said. 

He said having a single national notice would improve both compliance and road safety. 

"Often, rules fail to strike a suitable balance between road safety and industry productivity. 

"Impeding the movement of farm vehicles has a direct impact on our food and fibre production. 

"Farmers can miss a sowing window or lose a crop while waiting for a permit to move equipment," Mr Mahar said. 

“To restore common sense, we're asking regional roads users to help by calling for fit-for-purpose road regulations that let our 

farmers get on with the business of growing the world’s best food and fibre." 

Click here to have your say 

on oversized vehicle road 

regulations 

chinery%20movement%20red%20tape&utm_content=NFF%20Media
chinery%20movement%20red%20tape&utm_content=NFF%20Media
https://farmers.org.au/get-involved/campaigns/have-your-say-on-oversized-road-regulations.html?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=NFF%20Media%20New%20campaign%20calls%20for%20common%20sense%20on%20farm%20machinery%20movement%20red%20tape&utm_content=NFF%20Media
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CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the 
fight on all issues affecting cane farmers  

Executive Comment 

✓ Attended the 23rd Asia International Sugar Conference in Jakarta, Indonesia.  With 250 million people in Indonesia, sugar 

consumption is growing at 3.85% p.a and production at 2.2% p.a; the Indonesians have a requirement to import sugar to fill 

the deficit.  With recent success in tariff equalisations for Australia against Thailand this is clearly a very important market for 

us.  Presentations were made from Thailand China and European countries along with a range of trade and market analysts.  

Connections were made with representatives from these countries as local refiners. 

✓ Progressed meetings with State Govt to advance a disaster declaration – CAT C proposal for flooding affects in Bundaberg. 

✓ The Australian Sugar Alliance (ASA) AGM.  The normal rotation of chair occurred with John Pratt Chair of the Sugar Milling 

Council taking over from Paul Schembri.  The AGM was followed by a normal ASA Board meeting.  The meeting was 

provided with an update and final milestone report on the social licence to operate project.  The project has now completed 

the development of a new approach to managing the nutrition debate.  QCGO will consider a recommendation for further 

investment in the project at its next Board meeting.  The ASA Board also discussed further progress on industry good fudning 

with an agreement to continue to progress with constitutional amendments.  It is now apparent that no new industry good 

fund will be established within this calendar year but all groups remain committed to having it in place for next year. 

✓ Attended the QSL AGM.  QSL reported some excellent results in terms of marketing and terminal operations (particularly 

safey) for the 16/17 financial year.  Results are available on their website or via their communication channels.  This is 

particularly impressive given the enormous changes the organisation has undergone during the last year and a credit to the 

team.   

✓ Attended the STL AGM.  CANEGROWERS was pleased to see Drew Watson re-elected to the Board of STL.  Drew is a very 

effective member of our policy council.  STL reported strong and stable share results for the year.  They also reported on the 

works underway to upgrade terminal facilities with roof upgrades and the effective completion of the terminal operating 

agreement with QSL and charging schedules with terminal users.  STL also provided a run down fo the significant changes in 

staff over the last 12 months with a New Chair – Mark Grey replacing Stuart Gregory and new CEO John Warda replacing 

Peter Trimble.  STL also have a new CFO – Peter Bolton and they have engaged a number of external service providers.  

This is a big change for an organisation that previously had just one-part time General manager and it reflects thte stronger 

more direct role STL is having in the oversight of the management of terminal facilities. 

✓ Attended the Rural Press Club lunch.  MSF Sugar presented to the club on their recent and increasing activities to invest in 

Biofutres in Qld.  MSF presented a very strong presentation on the positive future for the cane growing in Qld and their 

overall strategy to move away from sugar production as their dominate source of revenue.  MSF will be part of a panel 

presenting to our November policy council where we will discuss how growers can stake a share in the future diversity being 

observed from the use of cane. 

✓ Participated in NFF’s Workforce Productivity Committee teleconference.  

 

Transport 

✓ CANEGROWERS and representatives from Transport and Main Roads met with Rocky Point growers to establish the 

process for crushing over the Christmas curfew period. The harvesters will need permits to travel and this has been agreed in 

principle although each application will be approved individually. 

  

Southern Oil 

✓ CANEROWERS met with Southern Oil who explained their current advanced renewable fuels roadmap. Part of this is looking 

at pilot plants to produce bio-crude oil from tops and trash which can be further processed into fuels.  

 

Biosecurity  

✓ CANEGROWERS attended the Biosecurity Roundtable in Canberra.  

✓ The meeting was facilitated by the Australian Government Department of Agriculture and Water Resources.  

✓ The agenda included discussion on Biosecurity risk, discussion on the findings from the Intergovernmental Agreement in 

Biosecurity consultation, how to get better farm engagement of Biosecurity and updates from the bananas and nursery 

industries on Biosecurity outbreaks and prevention.  

✓ CANEGROWERS also met with representatives from agriculture and industry including PHA to discuss Biosecurity issues in 

cane such as Red Witchweed funding and red imported fire ants.  

 

Reef Regulations Regulatory Impact Statement  

✓ Due to the state election, the consultation on the RIS is on hold. Districts and growers who still want to provide a submission 

can do this. QCGO will be holding over its submission until the new government is in place.  
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CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the 
fight on all issues affecting cane farmers  

 Reef Alliance Project 

✓ CANEGROWERS attended a Reef Alliance Project Management Committee meeting.  

✓ The agenda focused on reef awards that are being held in conjunction with the reef synthesis workshop in Townsville; the 

draft reef water quality improvement plan and adjustments to the RAP engagement targets.  

✓ The engagement targets were discussed with cane regions indicating the hectare targets in the project would need to be 

adjusted.  The RAP team are meeting with Australian Government Reef Trust team next week in Canberra.  

✓ CANEGROWERS attended a Reef Alliance phone hookup with partners. Discussion focused on election and how Reef 

Alliance could engage the parties on reef funding.   

  

American Sugar Refinery ASR 

✓ CANEGROWERS has organised a visit for ASR to get a better understanding of the Queensland cane industry. 

✓ ASR is looking at sustainable sugar and is keen to understand the work being done in Queensland.  ASR heard of the work 

that is being done with Smartcane BMP and Bonsucro and are looking at their own sustainability process through a system 

called Proterra.   

✓ ASR are meeting with growers in Innisfail and Herbert River as well as visiting mills, sugar terminals and seeing onground 

practices on 6 and 7 November. 

  

Electricity 

✓ Participated in a teleconference with the ACCC and Energy Consumers Australia (ECA) in relation to the ACCC preliminary 

report on electricity affordability. 

✓ Made a funding application to ECA to undertake analysis that will identify the income that the Queensland government 

extracts from the Queensland government owned energy companies, and how that income impacts on a typical Queensland 

electricity bill, broken down to the impacts on the generation, network and retail components to support the election activity 

and CANEGROWERS response to the ACCC report. 

✓ Preparations for the Queensland electricity alliance (CANEGROWERS, QFF, CCIQ) meeting in Bundaberg. 

  

Trade  

✓ CANEGROWERS joined representatives for NFF, MLA, Dairy Australia and the Pork and Red Meat industries to brief a 

delegation of Members of the European Parliament on the prospects for an EU-Australia FTA, that fully includes sugar. 

✓ CANEGROWERS participated in the NFF Trade Committee meeting, briefing DFAT and Department of Agriculture officials 

on sugar trade issues. 

  

ACCC Agricultural Consultative Committee 

✓ Key topics discussed and the ACCC Agricultural Consultative Committee were electricity, the NBN roll out, water policy, 

review of the wheat code, unfair contracts and changes to s46 provisions that rectify the unworkability of the previous 

provisions on the misuse of market power.  

✓ Reforms to section 46 of the Competition and Consumer Act 2010 (CCA) come into effect today (Monday, 6 November). 

 Under these reforms a firm with a substantial degree of market power is prohibited from engaging in conduct that has the 

purpose, effect or likely effect of substantially lessening competition in a market. 

 The ACCC interim guidelines can be found at https://consultation.accc.gov.au/compliance-enforcement/draft-guidelines-

on-section-46-reforms/ 

 

Smartcane BMP 

✓ Aggregated and de-identified BMP practice data from each district has been provided to the Paddock to Reef (P2R) 

Program.  The P2R Program uses practice data, water quality monitoring and catchment modelling to assess the trends in 

practice change and water quality for each catchment flowing into the Great Barrier Reef lagoon.  The P2R program resets 

the baseline of practice data every few years, and all practice trends are assessed from this baseline.  The better the 

information informing the baseline, the more realistic the assessment of future trends.  The BMP Program contains practice 

information for 60% of the cane production area in Queensland (with representation being 70% or more in many 

districts).  This is another example of industry being pro-active and ensuring the past and future improvements in practices by 

growers are both recognised and inform any analysis of the industry’s environmental footprint. 

✓ Further discussions with Bonsucro staff confirmed that collaborative assessment of an integrated audit process will be tested 

on Queensland farms in early 2018.  The intent is to develop a single audit process that covers the requirements of both 

programs in the most efficient manner possible.  Planning has already commenced, and will be finalised at Bonsucro Week 

which is being held in Nicaragua in late January. 
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1. QFF has identified 10 policy areas that require urgent 

action for a vibrant and thriving agricultural sector. QCL 

column HERE.  

2. Despite empty promises from politicians, farmers are still 

waiting on sustainable electricity prices. QFF is 

advocating for a series of actions to address the energy 

crisis HERE. QFF to keep everyone updated as parties 

release energy policies.  

3. Do you want to stay updated on energy efficiencies for 

your farm? Sign up to register your interest in the 

extended Energy Savers Program HERE.  

4. Queensland will head to the polls 25 November 2017. 

QFF has identified 10 major areas of policy action needed 

to realise our vision for a vibrant and thriving agricultural 

sector providing food, fibre and amenity to all 

Queenslanders. See QFF’s election platform HERE.  

5. The latest Great Barrier Reef Report Card provides a 

snapshot of farmers' progress implementing the Reef 

2050 Long-Term Sustainability Plan. Report card HERE. 

QFF statement HERE.  

6. Just how much profit does the Queensland Government 

make from your electricity bill?  Former electricity industry 

insider Hugh Grant reveals how much profit is being made 

on ABC radio HERE.  

7. QFF has welcomed the State Government’s extension of 

the Energy Savers Plus program. This will include 200 

more audits for agricultural customers and a 50% co-

contribution towards implementing changes. QFF 

statement HERE.  

8. The chance of a La Niña forming in late 2017 has doubled 

to 50% but rainfall outlooks remain neutral, according to 

the BOM's ENSO Outlook.  

9. The Queensland Government has pledged $50 million to 

help land managers farm smarter for the Smart Farms 

Program. Farmers can apply for grants between $5,000 

and $100,000. Applications for Round One close 7 

December. Details HERE.  

10. Triple J’s Hack has completed an interesting and insightful 

segment on how succession is an ongoing issue affecting 

our sector. Article HERE.  

Farming alongside the 
Great Barrier Reef has 
a strong future  
Queensland farmers continue to embrace industry-led Best 

Management Practice (BMP) programs, demonstrating their 

commitment to improved land management practices that 

reduce agriculture’s impact on the Great Barrier Reef. 

Queensland Farmers’ Federation (QFF) President Stuart 

Armitage, CANEGROWERS Chairman Paul Schembri and 

AgForce General President Grant Maudsley, urged all political 

parties to support farmers within the Reef catchments with 

long term funding for voluntary BMP programs. 

“Over the last eight years, these voluntary programs have 

supported farmers to gain a more complete understanding of 

their businesses and implement improvements”, Mr Armitage 

said. 

“In the past four years alone (2013-17), over 7,500 

Queensland farmers have engaged with their industry-led BMP 

programs. 2,600 reef catchment farmers have been 

benchmarked against industry standards and are working 

towards improving their land management practices.” 

“Our sector has been and continues to be built on the triple 

bottom line. Farmers engaged in industry-led BMP programs 

own their impact on their local area and the Reef, improve their 

environmental performance, leading to greater farm 

profitability.” 

The three farm leaders also urged the next state government 

not to introduce increased regulation in the Reef catchments. 

“QFF does not support increasing regulation to existing or new 

agricultural industries as it will not deliver the intended cultural 

change needed. Regulation should be a last resort not a first 

response”, Mr Armitage said. 

“Regulation is a blunt instrument that supports minimum 

standards of compliance at the expense of true practice 

change, and it does little to encourage a culture of innovation 

and excellence.” 

This election, QFF is advocating for the following sensible and 

practical actions to realise our vision for a vibrant and thriving 

agricultural sector providing food, fibre and amenity to all 

Queenslanders: 

• Commit to long term investment at or above current levels 

in voluntary industry-led BMP programs. 

• Adopt a long term strategic funding model commensurate 

with water quality targets. 

• Do not introduce increased regulation in the Reef 

catchments. 

• Expand the sources of information that informs the Reef 

Report Card. 

https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/rNKOBZc1LRul?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/rNKOBZc1LRul?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/ZXgDBbFQnkUX?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/GN1OBlcqG2Ir?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/GN1OBlcqG2Ir?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/YZ54BNHD6mCZ?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/bZ8YBoHQb4Up?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/Jb1mBZHNKxsL?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/Xq13B6i6pvczm?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/NX1WBLFo1VU2?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/bZ8YBoHe1Qu9?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/bZ8YBoHe1Qu9?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/Jb1mBZHn1Nfl?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/Xq13B6i2R6F8?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/78eYBRHg2Lup?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/78eYBRHg2Lup?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/EM18BOHo1YUA?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/Rv1JBecOR6UK?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/vxwpBLHg12uL?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/vxwpBLHg12uL?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/nbpqB9HlqRUr?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/oDLdBlCVz5FZ?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/AG1gB8Cm1afn?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/AG1gB8Cm1afn?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/38LzBJHD2EcZ?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/38LzBJHD2EcZ?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/q0YxBrtkXbud?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/M41KBpiKaqUwW?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/M41KBpiKaqUwW?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/Ov1wBGcDaXc22?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/lqmgBMikbaum2?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/lqmgBMikbaum2?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/z4nwBeixalIDv?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/z4nwBeixalIDv?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/rNKOBZc741UWm?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/ZXgDBbFwRQTZO?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/m4kABOik4QuYA?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/m4kABOik4QuYA?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/krZ1BxCZ3gHDX?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
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Pricing information 

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices 

published on the QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated 

regularly and provides a sense of how the QSL-managed pools are performing 

over the current season.   

Crop Year  Indicative Price Movement  

2017 Season 414.19 2.68 

2018 Season 438.51 0.92 

2019 Season 448.74 0.97 

2020 Season 449.71 0.04 

Calculation using ICE Closing Prices or equivalent Bank Swap Rates and 

prevailing AUD/USD exchange rates 

Refer to https://www.wilmarsugarmills.com.au for additional Pricing 

Information and trends 

 $/Tonne IPS 

GROSS 2017 

QSL Harvest Pool $434 

QSL Actively Managed Pool $419 

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool $371 

QSL US Quota Pool $724 

QSL 2-season Forward Pool  $488 

Advance Rates are based on a grower's individual estimated final sugar price. 

For more information growers can access Wimar's monthly Pool Reports, 

Allocation Account Amount Reports, their applicable Advance Finance Charge 

via the reporting page of the Pricing and Payments 

section of the GrowerWeb. The cashflow forecast tool is also available in the 

Pricing & Payments section.  

Default  
Default 

Advances 

Cash on delivery 

Advances 

Jun -17 65% 90% 

Jul -17 65% 90% 

Aug -17 65% 90% 

Sep - 17 67.5% 90% 

Oct -17 70% 90% 

Nov - 17 72.5% 90% 

Dec -17 75% 90% 

Jan - 18 80% 90% 

Feb - 18 85% 90% 

Mar - 18 90% 90% 

Apr -18 92.50% 92.5% 

May -18 95% 95% 

Jun -18 97.5% 97.5% 

Jul -18 100% 100% 

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices 

as at 10 November 2017 

2017 Season Advances Schedule 

As at 31 August 2017 

QSL Indicative ICE 11 prices 

The figures quoted above are indicative of available ICE 11 prices as at the 

current date and reflect the weighted average AUD/mt price. The prices have 

been adjusted to include Over-the-Counter (OTC) margin fees charged by 

banking institutions and, therefore, may differ from daily prices quoted by the 

ICE #11 Exchange and/or other Marketers of Growers’ Economic Interest in 

Sugar (GEI Sugar). Values also do not account for any adjustments resulting 

from local grower-miller pricing arrangements.  For more information, view the 

latest QSL Market Snapshot here. 

Estimated QSL Pool Prices 

As at 27 October 2017 

2017 Season Advances 

Schedule 

As at 31 August 2017 

 

Applicable 

from 

Fixed Price/Target 

Price/Guaranteed 

Floor 

Other Pools % 

Rate 

Initial 60% 60% 

24 Aug 17 70% 70% 

19 Oct 17 72.5% 72.5% 

14 Dec 17 90% 75% 

25 Jan 18 90% 80% 

22 Feb 18 90% 82.5% 

22 Mar 18 90% 87.5% 

19 Apr 18 90% 90% 

17 May 18 92.5% 92.5% 

21 Jun 18 95% 95% 

July 18 100% 100% 

Percentage rate approved by QSL Board 

The program above is indicative only in its entirety and should not be taken as a 

commitment by QSL with regard to either the advance rate or date of increase. 

The program may change during the season depending on movements in the 

marketing and shipping plans, sugar price and currency movements and timing 

of cash flows. Suppliers’ positions in relation to any pricing elections may also 

impact the timing and size of advance payments. 

Confirmed 

 $/Tonne IPS 

GROSS 2017 

Wilmar Production Risk Pool $384 

Wilmar Managed Pool $409 

Wilmar US Quota Pool $638 

Estimated Wilmar Pool Prices 

As at 29 September 2017 

As of the 29th September Wilmar does not currently have a component which is required to be 

sold or priced in order to manage storage constraints in the sugar terminals and, at this stage, 

remains unpriced until tonnage in this pool begins being delivered into sugar terminals. This 

means the Gross Pool Price is currently a marked-to-market price reflecting the March 2018 

and May 2018 ICE #11 futures positions, which is consistent with the expected sales program. 

If you would like to know more about Wilmar's Production Risk Pool and our pricing approach, 

please contact a member of the Grower Pricing Team.   

Gross Pool Prices are an estimate based on the tonnes hedged and current market price (as at 

the last business day of the month) for unhedged tonnage. Allocation Account Amounts begin 

the season as estimates and are reviewed and updated on a monthly basis as actual 

premiums and costs are known. 

The monthly pool price report is available on the Wilmar grower web 

https://www.wilmarsugarmills.com.au
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/avndzhJ5wQsCzAQsTjd7a9EVdTdFEFIfcf9IICQQkS7C7ANPxJd5dxVxVdBwSCyCVssUCZsSHaNfPP_5twx7P50lrouhzkNYqsLSJCXr3OcqCfzjB-RISVpAwUUqen-LPbb0VBZPHTbFIzzhPPXXzP2t-EyCJtdmUVPBgY-F6lK1FJUSyOrKrKr01yR3-rEDNYGjbGX3ifEYLAUXoHBzVmaACPAnn44T4ZjttI-g7441


Contact Us 

HEAD OFFICE 

141 Young Street, Ayr 

bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm   

Fri:  9am - 3pm                                                                                                    

4790 3600  

bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

CANEGROWERS Hall  

68 Tenth Street, Home Hill 

 

Wayne Smith General Manager 0428 834 802 

4790 3604 

Michelle Andrews 
 

Manager: Finance & Admin 4790 3602 

Tiffany Giardina Payroll & Administration 4790 3601 

Racheal Olsen Solaris Insurance  Brokers 

Manager 
racheal_olsen@solarisinsurance.com.au 

4790 3606 

0408 638 518 

Email address:  firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au 

DIRECTORS  

Phil Marano 

Chair 

marano@bigpond.com 0404 004 371 

Owen Menkens 

Deputy Chair 

owen_menkens@hotmail.com 0409 480 179 

Steven Pilla spilla8@bigpond.com.au 0417 071 861 

Roger Piva rogerdpiva@gmail.com 0429 483 815 

Sib Torrisi sibbyt58@bigpond.com 0429 827 196 

Greg Rossato greg_rossato@outlook.com 0418 713 563 

canenews  is read by the majority of Burdekin cane 

farmers and their families in the Burdekin.  Copies 

are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS Offices, 

businesses, industry, politicians, Government 

Agencies and members of the community. 

 

Published Fortnightly by: 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited 

 

ABN:    43 114 632 325 

Postal Address:   PO Box 933,  AYR  QLD  4807 

Telephone:   (07) 4790 3600 

Facsimile:   (07) 4783 4914 

Email:    bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

 

Please direct all advertising enquiries and materials 

to the above. 

Disclaimer 

In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our” 

means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our 

directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter 

has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do 

our very best to present information that is correct and 

accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or 

representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or 

accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter, 

for any purposes. 

Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be 

excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss, 

damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of 

the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information 

appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole 

responsibility and risk associated with the use and results 

of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you 

agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage 

whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of, 

or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We 

recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any 

information provided in this newsletter. 

Burdekin Cane Auditors—Workplace Coordinators 

Site Name Email Phone 

Invicta Ray Collinson ray@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4782 9153 

Kalamia Vicki Lewis  vicki@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4783 0319 

Pioneer Geraldine Cantarella geraldine@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4782 5346 

Inkerman Mark Saunders mark@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4782 1020 
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