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Canegrowers, ACFA, Pioneer, Kalamia and
Invicta Cane Grower Organisations unite against
Wilmars NO CHOICE Exiting QSL decision
A show of unprecedented grower solidarity took place in
Townsville on Tuesday, as grower groups from right
across the sugarcane growing sector came together,
unified in their heightened resolve to uphold grower rights
and calling on a fair go for growers and the rural
communities they support.

Unprecedented Unity

According to CANEGROWERS Chairman, Paul
Schembri, it was a momentous occasion which saw
across-the-board solidarity from growers against having
their long standing rights wrested from them.

All the cane growing group supplying Wilmar mills, Cofco mills and MSF Sugar mills, supported by cane growers supplying all
other mills in the State, are unified on this issue.
“All sugarcane grower groups are unified in wanting government action to rectify the commercial
imbalance. They are being disadvantaged by moves afoot by big business which
would strip them of their rights and say over the very mechanism by
which they get paid,” agree CANEGROWERS representatives
Burdekin District Cane Growers represented by Mario
from across the State, including Tully‟s Tom Harney, Innisfail‟s
Barbagallo (Invicta), Rob Malaponte (Kalamia) and Dean
Joe Marano, Gordonvale‟s Jeff Day and Ingham‟s Steve
Sgroi (Pioneer) have been quick to underscore their
Guazzo who was at the meeting representing the
participation in the collective grower action against the miller
CANEGROWERS collectives in Wilmar areas including Plane
moves. “Growers have a major investment in the industry
Creek, Ingham and the Burdekin.
and we simply want a fair go,” they said.
“Industry has no future unless grower confidence is restored by
“The marketing issue which threatens the very viability of the
rectifying the commercial imbalance which will be created.”
future of sugarcane growers across the State, has bought the
Don Murday of the Australian Cane Farmers‟ Association says
industry back together – in a united front against having their
this is a case of big business squeezing growers. “Growers
rights taken from them.”
are united in pushing back with their grower choice model
which supports grower investment, cane production, mill
throughput and employment across the industry,” he says
According to Mr Schembri, all the grower groups are likeminded in their resolve and there are no plausible
alternatives other than to have government intervene for pro-competition, for once and for all.
“There is simply no alternative. The growing sector is putting millers on notice that they will not accept anything less than a fair go
for growers,” says Mr Schembri.
Click here for United email to growers.
NOTE: The Canegrowers Burdekin, Plane Creek ,Proserpine and Herbert River group were represented by Steve Gauzzo.
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Electricity costs Shocking facts from an
expert
Read this story and answer the following shocking questions:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Internationally, who has the highest assets per connection
(a measure of gold plating)?
In Australia, who has the highest revenue per connection?
Which electricity company‟s profitability increased by around
$680m or 300% in 5 years?
In Australia, who has the highest operating expense per
customer at close to $600?

Hugh Grant, who is a member of the Australian Energy Regulator Consumer Challenge Panel, provided an informative
presentation to the Australian Sugar industry Alliance Forum held in Brisbane on Thursday 30 th April.
Hugh‟s presentation titled “National Electricity Market Reform ...Risks and Opportunities for the Australian Sugar Industry” click
here contains some SHOCKING facts and figures such as:



The majority of price increases are due to increasing charges from monopoly transmission and distribution networks (Slide 7)
(CBL note around 50% of growers Ergon invoicesare due to the cost of the network for transition and distribution)



Deficiencies in the complex regulatory framework have resulted in a large proportion of unnecessary price increases (Slide
7)



Internationally, Australia has the 6th highest cost per kWh (Slide 9)



International, between 2007 – 2013 Australia has the highest Growth in cost per kWh (Slide10)



The key deficiency in the Electricity network is the provision of guaranteed returns on unnecessary and inefficient past
investments for assets (Slide 12 and 13)



59% of Ergon‟s revenue comes from Return on capital (Slide 15)



Australia has assets well in excess of requirements (re Gold Plating) (Slide 14)



A clear demonstration of the above point is an International comparison, in 2013 Ergon had the highest “assets per
connection” at over $12,000, this has doubled from 2002 when it was around $6,000. (Slides 18 &19) As a comparison the
average assets per connection for Australian Privately owned distributors is around $4,000 and in New Zealand it is also
around $4,000, whilst in Great Britain it is less than $2,000 (slide 20)



How did this happen? Prior to 2006 the networks could not include in their requests for funding “excess capacity” ...meaning
they could only charge consumers sufficient to cover their assets that were “in use”. In 2006, the electricity networks
persuaded policy makers to make significant changes to the National Electricity Rules....one of the key changes was the
removal of the exclusion of “excess capacity” Result major over-investment as networks receive guaranteed returns at much
higher levels ...rewarded for holding inefficient assets (Slide 36)



But it gets worse ... the Ergon‟s assets are valued using the Depreciated Optimized Replacement Cost approach ... this
means that assets are inflated by CPI each year ... so the amount networks are guaranteed to receive again increases (Slide
37)



Australia‟s electricity consumption and peak demand has declined since 2009... all credible energy forecasters are predicting
that Queensland‟s recent flat/declining peak demand and energy consumption trends will continue (Slide 24)



Result networks have excess capacity and declining utilisation (Slide 31)



Under this flawed methodology and even though demand peaked in 2009, Ergon has recently proposed to the Australian
Energy Regulator that their revenue continues to increase for the 2016-2020 year to $8.2b (in 2011-15 the AER approved
Ergon‟s revenue cap at just under $7b) (Slide 43) (see separate story on pages 5 & 6 of Canenews about the AER‟s
response to Ergon‟s request)



Ergon already has the highest revenue per connection in Australia at $1,900, an increase of 90% from 2002 when the
average was $1,000 (Slide 42)
Continues page 3
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Electricity costs - Shocking facts from an expert
continued


Ergon‟s profitability has increased year on year from around $220m in
2008/9 to around $900m in 2013/14 (Slide 46)



Ergon could return very healthy returns to the Queensland Government
with major reductions in their revenue (Slide 50)



The productivity of Government Owned networks is particularly poor by
international standards and is rapidly declining. (Slide 52)



Ergon‟s productivity in 2013 was ranked as the fifth lowest (slide 53)



Ergon has the highest operating expense per customer In Australia at
close to $600 an increase of around 90% $320 from 2002 (slide 57)


“The Queensland networks
extraordinary profitability is not
common knowledge within the
Queensland community”
Hugh Grant Executive Director,
ResponseAbility

Death Spiral ...Ergon‟s
very high network prices encourage customers to disconnect from the grid (slide
72)

 The “Cost reflective” rules are that network tariffs should “reflect the
business efficient costs of providing series to each customer” ...but only high
level principles are provided and the networks have a high degree of discretion in
designing tariff structures (Slide 79)

The Consumer Challenge Panel was established by the AER in July 2013 to assist the AER to make better

regulatory

determinations by providing input on issues of importance to consumers. Regulatory determinations are technical and complex
processes which can make it difficult for ordinary consumers to participate. The expert members of the panel bring consumer
perspectives to the AER to better balance the range of views considered as part of our decisions.
The roles of panel members include:



Hugh Grant is a member of this panel

advising the AER on whether a network business's proposal is justified
in terms of the services to be delivered to customers; whether those services are acceptable to, and valued by,

customers;

and whether the proposal is in the long term interests of consumers



advising the AER on the effectiveness of network businesses‟ engagement with their customers and how this engagement
has informed, and been reflected in, the development of their proposals.

A culture of disregard of cost
Queensland IDC Report Findings:
“The IDC was particularly
concerned about the IRP‟s reports of a noticeable culture disregard
for cost within the distribution network business” (Slide 56 of Hugh
Grant‟s Power point)
Well known local cane farmer Tom Callow may have experienced this
culture of disregard for cost recently when an Ergon Contractor
replaced a plastic cover on a power pole near Tom‟s farm. Tom
advised the contractor replaced one cover with an identical
cover...but there appeared to be nothing what so ever wrong with the
cover that was in place. Perhaps the contractor had a set number of
covers that he needed to replace in the day so it did not matter if
there was anything wrong with the original cover or not?
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Update on the Sugar
Marketing Taskforce

Local MP George Christensen is heading up the important Taskforce
considering the need for a Sugar Marketing Code of Conduct.

CANEGROWERS Burdekin invites
members and guests to attend a

members information
session
& lunch
Wednesday 20th May
Commencing at 11am

The implementation of a mandatory code of conduct is a very
important move to ensure growers rights are protected now and into
the future.
The Taskforce
organisations.

called

for

submissions

from

individuals

and

CANEGROWERS Qld and ACFA submitted a joint submission which
focuses on the need for a pro-competition mandatory code of conduct
to address the imbalance in market power between mills and growers,
Canegrowers Burdekin worked with our fellow Canegrowers
collectives of Plane Creek, Proserpine and Herbert River on a joint
submission. This group represents around 10 million tonnes of cane
which is around 70% of Wilmar‟s supply.

Ending by 2pm
CANEGROWERS Hall, Home Hill
Guest Speakers:

George has accepted our
invitation to speak at the
Member Information Forum set
for Wednesday 20th May...come
along and hear directly from the
Chair of this extremely important
Taskforce.

George
Christensen MP

Greg Beashel
CEO, QSL

Ranee Crosby

CANEGROWERS working
for you
In the absence of CANEGROWERS work on electricity over the past
four years the electricity price increase faced by irrigators could most
likely have been 82%, more than twice the increase that has
occurred.

CEO, Port of Townsville

Ross Romeo
Co-ordinator & Counsellor,
CORES
RSVP to Tiffany on 4790 3600 or email
bdk@canegrowers.com.au by Friday
15th May
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Ergon’s full request to increase their revenue
rejected by the AER

5

Ergon’s full request to increase their revenue
rejected by the AER cont
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Members of the important GBR Water Science
Taskforce have been announced
This Taskforce is of great importance to Burdekin cane farmers as it is this group who will provide the Government
with advice on election statements to reduce nitrogen run-off by up to 80 per cent and total suspended
sediment by up to 50 per cent in key catchments such as the Wet Tropics and the Burdekin by 2025.
Queensland‟s Chief Scientist, Dr Geoff Garrett, will head a new
high-level Great Barrier Reef Water Science Taskforce.
Minister for the Great Barrier Reef Steven Miles told State
Parliament today that Dr Garrett would lead a taskforce of
experts drawn from the science, business, agriculture and
community sectors.
Its role will be to advise the Queensland Government on how to
achieve its ambitious reef water quality improvement targets.
Dr Miles said the taskforce would harness a wealth of expertise,
experience and knowledge across reef and water quality issues,
land management practice and the different industries that
operate within the Reef catchment.
“Dr Garrett brings considerable experience and science
networks to the position of taskforce chair,” Dr Miles said.

The Queensland Government‟s commitments in relation to the
Great Barrier Reef include:

“The taskforce has been given the job of grappling head on with
one of most significant threats to the long-term health and

sustainability of the Great Barrier Reef: the quality of water
running into the reef catchments.

banning the offshore dumping of capital dredge spoil within
the Great Barrier Reef World Heritage Area



convening a high-level taskforce with representatives from
regional communities, conservation organisations, industry
groups (including primary producers, tourism operators and
local government) and leading scientists to determine the
best possible approach to achieve an 80 per cent reduction
in nitrogen run-off and a 50 per cent reduction in sediment
run-off into the Great Barrier Reef by 2025



providing an additional $100 million over five years towards
water quality initiatives, scientific research and helping
businesses transition to better environmental practices in
the primary production and fishing industries



implementing vegetation protection laws in consultation
with landowners to minimise damaging run-off to the reef



reinstating coastal planning laws axed by the LNP
Government

“By consolidating our expertise in one office we can better
coordinate our activities on reef matters and ensure we are
delivering on our commitments across the government.”



Dr Miles said the government had already taken a number of
actions since coming to office to protect the Great Barrier Reef,
including launch of the Reef 2050 Long Term Sustainability
Plan which had now been submitted to UNESCO‟s World
Heritage Committee.

repealing the LNP Government‟s water laws which would
have had a detrimental effect on the Great Barrier Reef
catchment systems and allow for over allocation of
Queensland‟s precious water resources.



working with the Federal Government and the International
Maritime Organisation to develop a new vessel class which
will ensure bulk goods carriers travelling in the World
Heritage area meet stringent safety codes



fighting to ensure the Abbott Government pays a fair share
to help save the Great Barrier Reef.
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“I thank Dr Garrett and the other eminent individuals who have
accepted the invitation to join this taskforce and take on this
challenge.”
Dr Miles also announced the creation of the first ever Office of
the Great Barrier Reef, to be established within the Department
of Environment and Heritage Protection.
“The Office of the Great Barrier Reef will be responsible for
overseeing implementation of the government's reef
management strategies and programs, including its recent
election commitments,” he said.
"There are at least 11 Queensland Government agencies with
some interest or involvement in reef management, as well as
three Commonwealth agencies and multiple local
governments.

He said the creation of an Office of the Great Barrier Reef and
formation of the Taskforce underscored the high priority the
government attached to effectively implementing reef-related
policies and programs.

Role of the GBR Water Science Taskforce
The Taskforce will provide advice and recommendations to the Minister for the Environment and Heritage Protection and Minister
for National Parks and the Great Barrier Reef (and Queensland Government more broadly) on:



The best approach to meeting the government's water quality targets, including the effectiveness and cost of robust
regulations, incentives, Best Management Practice Programs, market-based trading mechanisms and other policy
instruments, or a combination thereof;





Priority areas for investment for the additional $100M including:




Upgrades to, and extension of the water quality monitoring network



Promoting environmentally sustainable industry practices especially to support primary producers in reef catchments to
reduce fertiliser and sediment runoff (including consideration of a potential net benefit policy);

Scientific research (where critical to support the recommended approach to meeting the targets, and/or facilitating the
effective translation of current research into practice improvement), and

Opportunities to align different sources of funding (e.g. from the Australian Government) and leverage Queensland
Government investment effectively;



Opportunities to maximise and align other sources of funding such as private/philanthropic and various science funds (e.g.
Advance Queensland Initiative and National Environmental Science Program); and



Ensure outcomes can be effectively monitored and reported over time, including providing advice on the adequacy of existing

monitoring and reporting activities.
In providing advice on these matters, the taskforce should have regard to existing programs and policies (e.g. the work of the
Reef 2050 Independent Expert Panel which is providing advice on the Australian Government's additional $100 million investment).
The Great Barrier Reef Water Science Taskforce will be required to report to the Minister within 12 months of commencement,
with an interim report by the end of December 2015.
The Great Barrier Reef Water Science Taskforce, through the Chair, should engage with peak stakeholder groups as part of their
deliberations, particularly through the Reef 2050 Reef Advisory Committee.

Members of the GBR Water Science Taskforce
Chair - Dr Geoff Garret, Queensland Chief Scientist
Dr Rebecca Bartley, Research Scientist, Land and Water,
CSIRO

Professor Hugh Possingham ARC Federation Fellow /
Director ARC Centre of Excellence for Environmental
Decisions, The University of Queensland

Steve Banney, Consultant, Grazing land management

Mick Quirk, Consultant, Grazing land management

Jon Black, Director-General, Department of Environment and
Heritage Protection

Dr Chris
Resources

Professor Susanne Becken, Director of Griffith Institute for
Tourism, Professor of Sustainable Tourism, Griffith Business
School, Griffith University

Russell, Reichelt, Chairman and Chief Executive of the
Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority

Dr Mike Bell, Principal Research Fellow, Centre of Plant Science,
The University of Queensland

Dr Britta Schaffelke, Research Program Leader –
Sustainable Coastal Ecosystems and Industries in Tropical
Australia, AIMS

Col Creighton

Dr Roger Shaw

Professor Allan Dale, Professor of Tropical
Development, Cairns Institute, James Cook University

Rawlings,

Director,

Queensland

Energy

Regional

Di Tarte, Independent Chair of the Mackay-Whitsunday
Healthy Rivers to Reef Partnership Chair of the Healthy
Waterways Partnership

Dr Rob Fearon, Director, Innovation Partnerships, qldwater,
Manager Queensland Water Regional Alliances Program
Professor Ove Hoegh-Guldberg, inaugural Director of the Global
Change Institute, Professor of Marine Science, The University of
Queensland
Euan Morton, Principal, Synergies Economic Consulting

Malcolm Thompson, Deputy Secretary Environment
Protection, Department of Environment
Jane Waterhouse, Research Fellow, Catchment to Reef
Processes, James Cook University

Dr Steve Morton, Honorary Fellow, CSIRO Ecosystem Sciences
(CES), Alice Springs

Dr Stuart Whitten, CSIRO Group Leader - Economics,
Productivity and Sustainability Land and Water
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Brad Webb, Director of BM Webb Group

From trash to treasure: new biorefineries research project to drive positive outcomes across industries
Primary producers and agricultural value chains are expected to benefit from a new research project announced today as part of
the Rural Research and Development for Profit Programme, according to Sugar Research Australia CEO, Neil Fisher.
Mr Fisher said that SRA was successful in securing funding for the new collaborative project that would engage leading scientists
to develop technology that would convert agricultural and forestry by-products into higher value commodities.
The new project was announced by the Federal Minister for Agriculture, Barnaby Joyce, as he confirmed the successful projects
in round one of the new Research and Development for Profit Programme. “SRA welcomes the commitment from Minister Joyce
and the Federal Government for their continued investment in rural R&D and in SRA in particular,” Mr Fisher said.
“This is an exciting and collaborative project that will see SRA as the lead agency working with Forest and Wood Products
Australia Limited, the Cotton Research and Development Corporation, Australia Pork Limited, and the Queensland University of
Technology.
“The project also has support from NSW Department of Primary Industries as well as industry support from Southern Oil Refining
and AgriFuels Ltd.
“We know that in many agricultural and forestry production systems, there is significant biomass created in the production system
that is of low value compared to the core commodity being produced,” Mr Fisher said. “This project will look at how we can add
value to products such as cane mulch, cotton stalks and trash material, and forestry by-product.
“The project will investigate using biorefinery methods to convert low value material into higher value products such as animal
feed, fuels, fibre, and chemicals.
“For example, benefits for the project could include primary producers being able to reduce their production costs by being able to
produce their own bio-fuel, while intensive animal producers could benefit from lower cost feed.
“There is constant pressure on the Australian agricultural system from increasing costs and the drive for greater efficiency.
Projects such as this have the potential to set a positive path for the future of crucial primary production industries.”
“If this technology became
widely adopted, it would stand to
create significant benefits for
agricultural
industries
and
regional
communities
and
economies. A Deloitte Access
Economics
and
Corelli
Consulting study in 2014
indicated that the establishment
of
rural
and
regional
biorefineries could generate
over $21.5 billion in revenue
over the next 20 years and
create 6640 new full-time jobs.”
The project will run over three
years and is being funded with
$3.09
million
in
Federal
Government grant funds and a
matching commitment from the
partner organisations.

PAUL’S YARD
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Phone 0416 952 932

Paul Felesina of PAUL’S YARD CLEAN UP
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Burdekin growers get involved in
NQ Dry Tropics’ low-cost irrigation
trial

Seventeen Burdekin farmers and support staff took the opportunity
to see first-hand the installation of Burdekin sugarcane grower Joe
Tama‟s new irrigation system during a field walk on Friday 24 April
2015.
As a part of NQ Dry Tropics‟ Sugarcane Innovation Program, Joe
Tama is undertaking a „Low cost alternative irrigation‟ trial on his
228ha farm in the Iyah Creek catchment. The trial is looking at low
cost drip irrigation alternatives to address the poor irrigation
efficiency that is limiting Joe‟s ability to manage nutrient and
pesticide runoff leaving his farm.
NQ Dry Tropics Project Officer Anthony Curro organised the event,
and said that the opportunity to visually inspect the full system and
fittings before they are buried was important to the trial‟s success:

Joe Tama inspecting pipe

“Physically seeing something is far more beneficial than theoretically
talking about it, he said.”
“We expect immediate improvements in water quality through a reduction in nutrient and herbicide rates applied through the
closed system; and a significant reduction in water use and runoff, compared with furrow irrigation,” he said.
A second generation farmer, Joe is an active advocate of the Burdekin sugar industry and is always willing to trial new practices
and share results to farmers and industry representatives.
He acknowledges the need to progress and is well aware of the environmental impact of his farming practices.
Since purchasing the farm, he has addressed issues such as marginal soil types, water salinity and declining yields, and this has
influenced the direction of changes in his farming practices, especially regarding water usage. “We need to be proactive, but still
address the economics of keeping agriculture viable,”said Mr Tama.
At the event, Farmacist Senior Agronomist Evan Shannon provided information around trial design, and Department of Agriculture
and Fisheries (DAF) economist Matt Thompson discussed installation costs and energy requirements compared with standard
furrow irrigation.
The NQ Dry Tropics Sugarcane Innovation Program aims to reduce the impacts of the Burdekin Sugarcane industry on the Great
Barrier Reef, and works in partnership with Burdekin sugarcane farmers, Farmacist Pty Ltd and the DAF.
The Sugarcane Innovation Program is funded through: Project Catalyst, a pioneering partnership funded by the Coca-Cola
Foundation through WWF; The fast tracking adoption of „game changing‟ sugar cane nutrient and pesticide management
practices (GameChanger) project, funded by the Australian Government Reef Programme; and the Australian Government Reef
Programme that supporting growers through Reef Water Quality grants which are designed to assist with the financial resources
to allow earlier adoption of practice changes and ultimately improve water quality outcomes.

0439 542 017
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A message from
the Ayr Police
Service
by Steve Barton

Payroll & HR
update
Superannuation

The government is changing the way
Ayr Police are seeking the assistance of the public to combat a
employers have to pay staff super.
recent increase in property offences that are occurring in Ayr Employers now need to comply with new electronic data and
and the surrounding rural areas including Jarvisfield, payment standards called SuperStream.
McDesme and Airville.
The Federal Government‟s introduction of SuperStream aims to
These offences include burglaries of homes and unlawful en- provide employers with consistent, reliable and secure methods
tries of sheds and vehicles and the unlawful use of vehicles for making contributions and sending information to super funds
including utes and 4-wheelers.
online.
In many instances entry into homes has been gained by cutting fly screens even when occupants have been asleep in
bed. On at least two occasions the offender has been confronted in the home by residents.

Time is almost up to pay your staff‟s super electronically if you
have 20 or more employees. You‟ll need to meet the new
SuperStream standards by 30 June 2015, which means you
need to act this month to make the transition.

However many recent property offences including burglaries If you have less than 20 employees, which most cane farming
have occurred when the home, car or shed has NOT been entities do, you have until 30 June 2016, but if you‟re ready, you
secured. Criminals are taking full advantage of this.
can start the process early.
Items such as electronic equipment (e.g. laptops, video record- Users of the CANEGROWERS Burdekin Payroll Services can
ers), cash, wallets, handbags, jewellery, phones and car keys be assured they are compiling with the new standards with your
have been stolen.
superannuation needs taken care of.
Despite repeated community messages, people are still leav- If you would like to know more about our payroll service contact
ing valuables such as wallets, handbags and phones in their Tiffany on 4790 3600.
cars or laying around the house and not locking their houses or
cars or sheds where able.
In many other instances when property is reported stolen, the
make, model and/or serial number is not known by the victim.
The impact of this is when Police do locate these items, Police
are unable to link them to the rightful owner.
If you have been a victim of property crime ensure you review
the security of your residence/car/shed, as the case may be.
There is nothing to say the offenders won‟t return for other
property they have seen.
Treat your car keys as cash and secure them when not using
them, e.g. keep them in your pocket or in a drawer out of sight.
Be aware of unusual activity in your neighbourhood. If you see
someone or something suspicious, be alert and take a note of
what you see, including any vehicle registration numbers and
the physical description of the vehicle and report it to your local
Police.
Ayr Police are urging members of the community that have
knowledge of those responsible for these offences to contact
Crime Stoppers.
Local police have increased patrols targeting these offences
and members of the public are encouraged to report suspicious behaviour to Policelink on 131 444, Ayr Police Station on
4790 3555 or Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000.
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Pricing information
2014 Season Advances & Payments
as at 8 April 2014
$/tonne IPS
Initial *
21 August 14*
23 October 14*
18 December 14*
22 January 15*
19 February 15*
19 March 15*
23 April 15
21 May 15
2 July 15
Final Payment

% estimated
return

$249
$275
$290
$310
$323
$337
$353
$368
$378
$388
$400

80.0%
82.5%
87.5%
92.5%
95.0%
97.5%
100%

* paid
The Advance Program is a guide only. CANEGROWERS Burdekin takes no
responsibility for its accuracy. It only applies to growers who did not forward
price for 2013 (the default method). Growers who have forward priced for
2013 will be paid the same percentage of their final expected proceeds. For
individual advance rates check your grower forecast on the Wilmar website.

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices
as at 6 May 2015
Gross

$/Tonne IPS

2015 Season

$382

$362

2016 Season

$417

$397

2017 Season

$430

$410
Estimated QSL 2015 Pool Prices
As at 10 April 2014

Estimated QSL 2014 Pool Prices
As at 10 April 2014

$/Tonne IPS
GROSS

$/Tonne IPS
GROSS
QSL Harvest Pool

$406

QSL Discretionary Pool

$438

QSL Actively Managed Pool

$443

QSL Growth Pool

$442

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool

$429

QSL US Quota Pool

$604

QSL 2014 Season Forward Pool

$417

QSL Harvest Pool

$386

QSL Actively Managed Pool

$387

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool

$405

QSL US Quota Pool

$658

QSL 2-season Forward Pool 2015

$425

QSL 3-season Forward Pool 2015

$438

QSL 2-season Forward Pool 2016

$419

QSL 3-season Forward Pool 2016

$436

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices published on the QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This
information is updated regularly and provides a sense of how the QSL-managed pools are performing over the current season.
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Week ending 8 May 2015

Market Commentary

Meanwhile, the Indian Government announced an increase to its
import duty (from 25% to 40%) and import barriers as calls for a

Sugar

buffer stock and extension of its export subsidy continued. It appears

Despite the end to a three week rally in the week prior, May expiry
delivered the event many were predicting. May contract prices

these changes had no substantial impact on the trade flow as the
market took some time to digest this information.

mirrored that of the May/ July spread as the last four sessions of the Currency
May contract saw settlement above 13 cents until expiration. An
enormous delivery at the May expiry saw the non-index funds short A volatile market continues to trade as the US continues to project a
position close out 55,000 lots as it diminished from 74,000 to 19,000 soft tone on the data front. This weakness has continued to sponsor
(for the period, 22-28 April 2015). Post expiry, the new prompt the Australian dollar as the recent weeks gains have pushed through
month, July immediately sunk lower, finding a low of 12.81 before 80 cents. Further support is found in the commodity landscape
settling at 12.83c/lb. The May/July spread finished at a discount 20 where a recovery in iron ore prices particularly is driving some of the
and 16 points respectively.

AUD strength.

In spite of there being little to report on the fundamental front over Much of the market speculation over the fortnight has been around
the previous weeks – of mention was the UNICA initial prediction of the RBA’s decision on a rate cut. Following comments from Governor
sugar production for the 2015 season. Whilst it is too early to draw Stevens and relative local

data, onlookers were hoping for results

any conclusions on production and yields, a slight hint that hydrous that would dictate the RBA’s decision. However, better than
ethanol is favoured currently by the Brazilian market will raise expected results and dovish comments have given no clear indication
eyebrows. It is too early to speculate as we will need more time to on the direction.
see how sugar production unfolds. However, the favourable weather
patterns reported in CS Brazil continued its recent trends over the This week we receive plenty of local data with RBA cash rate target,
interest rates, retail sales, housing sales,
employment and
week and higher yields are looking more promising.
unemployment data of mention

You can join the QSL
mailing list to receive weekly updates from QSL as well as other QSL news and information.
To join the mailing list click here.

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Payroll Service
At CANEGROWERS Burdekin we take the burden out of processing
payroll, from just $1 a day* our comprehensive payroll service will
cover all your reporting requirements.
Phone Tiffany today for a quote 4790 3600
* Two employees paid fortnightly with membership discount applied.
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SRA announces appointment of Dr Andrew Ward as
Manager Plant Health
Sugar Research Australia (SRA) has today announced that Dr
Andrew Ward is taking up the newly created position of
Manager Plant Health.
SRA Chief Executive Officer Mr Neil Fisher said that the
creation of the role was a direct response to our growers‟ and
millers‟ needs for SRA continuing to enhance its research and
activities in plant health capability.
“Dr Ward is a very experienced scientist with research in
Queensland, NSW, the Northern Territory, and internationally,”
Mr Fisher said.
“He has a PhD that focused on the sugar industry in the
Burdekin, and he is ideally placed to add significant value to
SRA‟s portfolio of work in plant health for the Australian sugar
industry in this important new role.
“Dr Ward will be responsible for managing SRA research
projects and another SRA funded project through the
University of Western Sydney on combating and controlling
cane grubs.
“He will also manage our weed management program, with a
particular emphasis on the Wet Tropics.
“Our members are currently attempting to manage a range of
pests, weeds, and diseases and the range of existing control
methods is limited.
“Dr Ward‟s experience as an entomologist with the
Queensland and Northern Territory Departments of Primary
Industries and in the cotton industry will be invaluable in
increasing our research capacity plant health in the sugar
industry.
“His experience in taking pest management products to
commercialisation will add further value to SRA members.”

SRA appoints James Ogden-Brown as acting
manager
of
Professional
Extension
and
Communication (PEC) Unit
The sugar industry‟s owned body for research, development
and extension, Sugar Research Australia (SRA), has
announced that James Ogden-Brown will fill the role of acting
manager of its Professional Extension and Communication
(PEC) unit.
Mr Ogden-Brown has accepted the position following Dr
Andrew Ward moving to Manager Plant Health with SRA.
SRA CEO Neil Fisher said that the PEC Unit was an important
aspect of SRA delivering outcomes for its grower and miller
members and the Unit was built on a foundation that was
decided by industry ahead of the formation of SRA in 2013.
“The PEC is the public face of SRA and our extensive
research that we undertake on behalf of the Australian
sugarcane industry,” Mr Fisher said. “Mr Ogden-Brown is
well-known with his current role within the PEC in Southern
Region as Development Officer for Biosecurity and he is well
suited to this role,” Mr Fisher said.
“He has worked with the sugar industry since 1996 with BSES,
Bundaberg Sugar, and SRA and he continues to achieve
positive outcomes for SRA‟s grower and miller members in
both management and leadership capacities.”
Mr Fisher said that the PEC Unit was continuing to improve its
communications and interactions with SRA members and
responding to industry needs.
“As part of this response, PEC regional officers will now have
a dual role that is 50 percent focussed on their discipline and
with 50 percent working with members at regional meetings,
group activities and when required face-to-face, be that in the
paddock or at the mill,” Mr Fisher said. “This is part of the
process of improving communication in each region and
across cane growing
regions.”

He will also work with the Bundaberg, Isis and Maryborough
Productivity Service Boards on their grower group innovation
project on soldier fly, as well as working with Mackay growers
trying to manage the same pest.

Mr Ogden-Brown said that these changes would help increase
the role of the PEC in enhancing a two-way flow of
information.

Dr Ward was previously SRA‟s Executive Manager for the
Professional Extension and Communication Unit (PEC).

“This will help SRA to be in grass roots contact with emerging
and changing research and development issues and it gives
our members better links with their research organisation,” Mr
Ogden-Brown said.

“Ensuring strong plant health for cane is at the core of SRA‟s
activities that we undertake on behalf of growers and millers,”
Dr Ward said. “Cane grubs are just one issue that cost the
industry significantly and, as such, this is a high priority
investment area for SRA.

“I‟m looking forward to working with the entire PEC Unit and
our members and delegates in continuing to deliver positive
outcomes on the ground for the Australian cane industry.”

“I am looking forward to this role and working with my team to
deliver positive outcomes for the Australian sugarcane
industry.”
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DATES TO
REMEMBER

Work Wanted
UD licence—
transporter preferred
 21 years of experience
 0429 624 696




Burdekin value-adding
seminar, Friday 15 May,
8.30am-4pm @ Burdekin
Theatre
Members Information
Session, Wednesday 20
May, 11am-2pm @
CANEGROWERS Hall,
Home Hill

Temporary Transfer Water Available For Sale
Phone 0427 768 479 for quantity and price.

Soil health Symposium,
Thursday 21 May, 9am5pm @ Burdekin PCYC

Temporary Transfer Water Available For Sale
Phone 0417 071 861 for quantity and price.

Australian Hand Cane
Cutting Championships,
Saturday 30 May @
Home Hill Showgrounds

Shed meetings
Mon 11 May

8:30

Airdmillan/Burstalls

N Formalin

Mon 11 May

1:00

Waterview/Sextons

E Pearce

Tue 12 May

8:30

Down River/Ramsdens

N Pitris

Wed 13 May

8:30

Jardine/Mona Park/Barratta

L Smith

Wed 13 May

1:00

Rita Island

SES Shed

Mon 18 May

8:30

Osbourne/Causeway/Iona

R Piva

Mon 18 May

1:00

Airville/Dicks Bank/MsDesme

BPS Shed

Tues 19 May

1:00

Darvenezia/Groper Creek/Marshalls

B Santarossa

Wed 20 May

1:00

Jarvisfield/Kilrie

Quartermaine

www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au

@BurdekinCANE

Is your cane farm for sale?
Why not advertise it in canenews for just
$25.00 per week
Phone Tiffany on 4790 3600
for more information

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd
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Contact Us
HEAD OFFICE
141 Young Street, Ayr
bdk@canegrowers.com.au
Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm
Fri: 9am - 3pm
4790 3600

PROJECT &
TRAINING CENTRE
CANEGROWERS Hall,
68 Tenth Street, Home Hill

canenews is read by the majority of Burdekin cane
farmers and their families in the Burdekin. Copies
are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS Offices,
businesses, industry, politicians, Government
Agencies and members of the community.
Published Weekly by:
CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited

Debra Burden

Wayne Smith

Michelle Andrews

Regional Manager

Manager: Member Services

0417 709 435
4790 3603
0428 834 802
4790 3604

Manager: Finance & Admin

4790 3602

Tiffany Giardina

Payroll & Administration

4790 3601

Jim Kasper

Insurance Manager

JP (Qual)

ABN:

43 114 632 325

Postal Address: PO Box 933, AYR QLD 4807
Telephone:

(07) 4790 3600

Facsimile:

(07) 4783 4914

Email:

bdk@canegrowers.com.au

Please direct all advertising enquiries and materials
to the above.

0408 638 518
4790 3606
Disclaimer

Martine Bengoa

Insurance Consultant

4790 3605

Email address: firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au
DIRECTORS
Phil Marano
Chair

marano@bigpond.com

0404 004 371

David Lando
Deputy Chair

david@landoandsons.com.au

0417 770 345

Russell Jordan

jorfar@exemail.com.au

0427 768 479

Owen Menkens

owen_menkens@hotmail.com

0409 480 179

Steven Pilla

mpbella@bigpond.com.au

0417 071 861

Roger Piva

rogerdpiva@gmail.com

0429 483 815

Sib Torrisi

sibbyt58@bigpond.com

0429 827 196

Arthur Woods

artywoods1@bigpond.com

0415 961 945

CHAIRS FOR HIRE
CANEGROWERS Hall, Home Hill
$10 plus
$0.50 per Chair + GST
80 Available
To book please phone
4790 3600

In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our”
means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our
directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter
has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do
our very best to present information that is correct and
accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or
representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or
accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter,
for any purposes.
Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be
excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss,
damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of
the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information
appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole
responsibility and risk associated with the use and results
of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you
agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage
whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of,
or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We
recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any
information provided in this newsletter.

