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With the 2015 sugar cane
season rapidly approaching now
is a good time to look at the
safety of cane harvesting.

According to Ergon Energy the number of
electrical accidents associated with cane harvesting fell to its
lowest level in three years in 2014 but still remains high.
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Half a cent could avoid
a suicide
Time is
out
running

Due to the size of the equipment used during harvesting the
risk of contacting overhead powerlines is high. Ergon have
provided the following tips to reduce the risk:
Think through the task and identify electrical hazards

 Assess the risks
 Establish and introduce control measures
 Clear around power poles and pole stay wires during
daylight

 Do the job safely and have a safety observer on hand
 Look out for your mates
Safety laws make it illegal to operate machinery such as
cane harvesters, haulout vehicles, cranes and excavators
within three metres of powerlines unless operators are
authorised.
An online overhead powerlines induction, ‘Safe working near
electrical assets in the rural industry’, is available through
CANEGROWERS to register your interest contact Tiffany on
4790 3600. Members receive discounted fees!
Information regarding safety legislation and exclusion zones is
available on Worksafe Qld website here and safety around
powerlines on the Ergon Energy website here.

CORES Co-ordinator Ross Romeo presenting at this month’s
members information forum

Community Response to Eliminating Suicide (CORES) is
hoping that your contribution of half a cent per tonne of cane
could help them save a life.
Suicide touches the lives in many rural communities, CORES
Burdekin is a local not-for-profit community organisation led by
Burdekin local, Ross Romeo who came to the group following
the suicide of his best mate in 2005.
Since then Ross has been working with all members of the
community; running suicide prevention workshops and
providing counselling to individuals and families in need.
Ross’ work has helped dozens of locals who were struggling to
cope with the pressures and challenges of everyday life by
giving people in our community the skills to stop, listen and act
when they come across someone having a rough time, lives
are changed and even saved.
Recently you would have received a letter and deduction
authority in the mail requesting your support of CORES by
a voluntary levy deduction of half a cent per tonne. If you
crush 10,000 tonne of cane this would equate to a $50
donation.
Ross Romeo addressed the members information forum on
Wednesday 20th May, his presentation on CORES can be
found here.
If you wish to donate to this worthy cause, please fill in the
deduction authority (available here) and return to
CANEGROWERS before the crush starts.
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Farewell Ron Mullins

Burdekin Harvesting
Forum

Details
Date: Tuesday 2nd June 2015
Time: 8.30 am – 12.30 pm
Location: Ayr Show Grounds
Morning tea and lunch will be provided
RSVP: bbilling@sugarresearch.com.au or 07 4783 8607
In response to growing concern over valuable losses of sugar
through harvesting practices and crop presentation Sugar
Research Australia (SRA) is working with Burdekin Productivity
Services (BPS) and Wilmar to run the Burdekin Harvesting
Forum.
The morning will feature a presentation from SRA Engineer
Cam Whiteing on his research relating to harvesting issues
experienced within the Burdekin sugarcane growing system,
particularly reducing harvesting losses, ratoon damage and
chopper losses related to billet length. SRA Harvesting
Development Officer Phil Patane will present on farm
management to help reduce harvester losses and improve
ratooning.
Marian Davis, from BPS, will discuss Harvester Pour Rate/
Basecutter Damage Trials being coordinated by BPS with
support from SRA. These trials are being run on Burdekin
farms and aim to demonstrate the impact of harvesting speeds
on stool damage.
Wilmar will present on the harvest from a millers perspective,
addressing issues such as dirt in the cane supply, billet length
and bin weights.
SRA’s Executive Manager of Research, Frikkie Botha will
attend to present information on the Sugar/Fibre dilemma,
bringing a fresh perspective and understanding of the
sugarcane plant.
Importantly, the morning will close with
how growers, contractors and millers
reduce losses and improve harvesting
out steps that can be taken as a region
for this process.

a group discussion on
can work together to
management, scoping
and identifying leaders

If you would like to attend please RSVP to SRA on
bbilling@sugarresearch.com.au or 07 4783 8607.

CANEGROWERS Burdekin’s Debra Burden and Phil Marano farewell
Qld CANEGROWERS Ron Mullins (middle)

Today we farewell CANEGROWERS Qld Acting CEO Ron
Mullins after 48 years with the CANEGROWERS organisation.
Ron can feel proud of his outstanding contribution to
CANEGROWERS and we wish him all the best in his future
endeavours.

Landcare tax benefits

Are you aware that if you are a primary producer undertaking
Landcare work you may be entitled to a tax benefit?
To support the efforts of Australians protecting our rural
landscape, the Australian Government provides tax benefits.
You can claim a deduction in the year you incur capital
expenditure on a Landcare operation for land in Australia.
In order to claim Landcare tax deductions, landholders may
need to have a Land Management Plan. More information on
these tax benefits and land management plans can be found
here and on the ATO website here.

Insurance Broker
Services
Come see Jim or Martine today for an
insurance review
at the Canegrowers
Building,
141 Young Street, Ayr
or phone 47903606 /
0408 638 518
Authorised Representative for NAS Insurance Brokers (ABN
60 096 916 184) AFS License No 233750

2

Burdekin Cane Auditing Services
confirms placements in inaugural year
BCAS - Cane Analyst/Auditor 2015 Placements

BCAS District Coordinator Christine Mann with
BCAS Chair Owen Menkens

INVICTA MILL

4782 9153

Workplace Coordinator

Mark Saunders

Advanced

Sue Wright

Competent

John McVeigh

Competent

Joy Egan

PIONEER MILL

4782 5346

Workplace Coordinator

Geraldine Cantarella

Advanced

Jane Gambino

Competent

Julie Trajcevska

Competent

Martin Watego

KALAMIA MILL

4783 0319

Workplace Coordinator

Ray Collinson

Advanced

Richard Bond

Competent

Kimberley Mallon

Competent
Burdekin Cane Auditing Services (BCAS) District Coordinator
Christine Mann this week advised the cane auditor placements INKERMAN MILL
for the 2015 crushing season.
Workplace Coordinator

Lynne Denaro

Christine was appointed District Coordinator last year after the Advanced
formation of BCAS which took several years of discussions with
Competent
Wilmar to establish the service company.
Competent
Christine grew up on a cane farm and after leaving school
CASUALS
attended Sugar School in Bundaberg and Mackay. She has
worked at many sugar mill laboratories in analysis roles in Day Shift
Maryborough and the Burdekin and has been a Workplace
Night Shift
Auditor Coordinator since 2006.

Susie Jordan/Chris Mann

4782 1020
Vicki Lewis

Bernice Roebuck
Tracey Henaway

Marie Watson
Tricia Johnson

Christine participated in a recent telephone discussion with well-known cane analysis industry consultant Bernie Milford and cane
auditors from other regions, the discussion was arranged and facilitated by CANEGROWERS Senior Industry Manager Burn
Ashburner.
The primary objects for which BCAS is established is to provide growers confidence by independently providing cane auditing
services to Wilmar as described in the relevant Cane Analysis Program which forms part of every cane supply agreement signed
by Growers and Millers in the Burdekin. BCAS can also provide information and advice to members of the company about any
matter relevant to the Cane Analysis Program; and is to act commercially in the discharge of its functions.
BCAS will be coordinating a meeting between grower representatives and Wilmar managers on Wednesday to review last
season’s Auditor reports and progress on the list of action items there were identified at the post season meeting.

Membership Fees for 2015/2016
CANEGROWERS Burdekin
*

26.85 cents*

includes administration, fire perils insurance and water perils crop

compensation scheme

Qld CANEGROWERS

16.65 cents

Total

43.50 cents + GST

CANEGROWERS
Members can access a
second (electronic only)
copy of the Australian
Canegrower magazine
for free by emailing
info@canegrowers.com.au
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New biosecurity laws
for Queensland

Queensland’s current biosecurity legislation consists of many
different Acts that were developed independently over the past
100 years. Because of this, the laws are not flexible enough to
meet the challenges of today’s biosecurity environment.
The new Biosecurity Act 2014 (the Act), which is expected to
come into effect in early 2016, will improve Queensland’s
biosecurity preparedness and response capabilities. The
government is continuing to consider feedback from the public
consultation on the Regulatory Impact Statement (RIS) held
last year, which informs the development of the regulations.
Thank you to everyone who contributed to the 600 responses
were received.
Under the Act, we will focus on biosecurity risks that impact
human health, social amenity, the economy or the
environment. The Act deals with pests (such as wild dogs and
weeds), diseases (such as foot-and-mouth disease) and
contaminants (such as lead on grazing land).
The new Act provides a consistent, modern, risk-based and
less prescriptive approach to biosecurity in Queensland.
Decisions made under the Act will depend on the likelihood
and consequences of the risk. This means risks can be
managed more appropriately.
The Queensland Government will continue to take immediate
action to manage biosecurity risks, where necessary. In fact,
under the new Act, action can be taken if there is a reasonable
belief that a serious risk exists, prior to scientific confirmation,
so that impacts are minimised quickly.

Tips and tools for
reducing your
electricity bills available
now!

BBIFMAC's popular project Energy Efficiency Gains for
Australian Irrigators might be coming to an end soon but the
many tools and resources developed throughout the project
are available on the project website for you to view or
download at any time.
These include Fact Sheets, Case Studies from local farms and
videos highlighting where savings have been made in the local
area. The very popular tariff calculator is also available on the
website.
The Fact Sheets and Case Study reports are also available
from the BBIFMAC office. A DVD from the recent 'technical
information sessions for growers' held at the PCYC on the 9th
and 10th April will also be available from BBIFMAC (20 Queen
Street, Ayr) in the coming weeks. To order a DVD please
contact
BBIFMAC
on
47
834
344
or
email
secretary@bbifmac.org.au
To access the resources you can follow the links to the Energy
Efficiency project website from the BBIFMAC website at
www.bbifmac.org.au or you can access the resources directly
via the links, Project Case Studies, Project videos

SPECIAL
Member
Deals

Everyone will need to take an active role in managing
biosecurity risks under their control. Under the Act, individuals
and organisations, whose activities pose a biosecurity risk, will
have greater legal responsibility for managing them. This
general biosecurity obligation means you must take all
reasonable steps to ensure your activities do not spread a
pest, disease or contaminant.
To learn more about the new biosecurity laws and your general
biosecurity obligation download the information brochure from
www.daf.qld.gov.au or contact us on 13 25 23.

Offer valid until 30 June 2015
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AUSTRALIAN SUGAR
INDUSTRY ALLIANCE
MEDIA RELEASE

Case for sugar reaches
fever pitch as TPP
nears long awaited end

The long awaited conclusion to all important world trade talks
may be just around the corner according to the Australian
Sugar Industry Alliance from Guam this week.
According to the two high profile Australian sugar industry
representatives at the critical trade talk round in Guam, word is
that the US congress is close to authorising US President
Obama to conclude trade deals. Warren Males and Dominic
Nolan say that after years of negotiations between the 12
nations working towards a Trans Pacific Partnership (TPP)
agreement commenced, the end is finally in sight.
TPP will be a front of mind issue for many at this weekend's
APEC Trade Minister's meeting in the Philippines. None more
so than the Australian sugar industry which is determined to
ensure Australian sugar is not again needlessly sacrificed.

Vehicle decontamination guide
A vehicle decontamination guide
is now available to assist
growers correctly wash
The vehicle
contamination guide is
down all farm vehicles to
well worth a read
prevent the spread of
pests and diseases (click
here).
The attachment of soil and plant material to vehicles and farm
equipment is a serious pathway for the spread of pests and
diseases (particularly in wet conditions). The movement of
unclean vehicles and machinery allows for pests and diseases
to be moved to other areas of the farm, or onto other
properties.
While it is impractical to stop all traffic movement on and off
the farm, washing down machinery or denying access to dirty
vehicles and machinery, can reduce the spread of pests.
Growers can use information in the factsheet as a guide for
implementing clean down and decontamination procedures on
their property.
Measures to consider

“Minister Robb has the sugar industry's full support in his
efforts to secure the full inclusion of sugar in the TPP,” agree
Warren Males and Dominic Nolan from Guam.
“Concluding the TPP as a modern 21st Century trade
agreement is critically important for the Australian sugar
industry.
“An agreement that includes strong improvements in market
access for sugar will enable the industry to reach its full
potential in the years and decades ahead.
“The TPP negotiations give Australia a golden opportunity to
get in and fix unfair trade rules - rules which are
disadvantaging Australia’s agricultural industries. Exclusions
only serve to distort the world market, impacting the ability of
export customers to access the most competitive sugar
available on the market.”



Keep farm vehicles clean by clearing the vehicle floor of
soil and insects.



Where possible, use your own vehicle to transport visitors
around your farm.



In farm production areas, keep vehicle movement to a
minimum, particularly on wet soil.



Stick to regular pathways through each block to minimise
the risk of spreading pests.



Always ensure borrowed or second-hand equipment and
machinery is clean of all plant material and soil before
moving them onto your farm.

For more information about clean down and decontamination
processes visit www.biosecurity.qld.gov.au or call 13 25 23.

0439 542 017
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Crop Water Use Information now available thanks
to RWUE-IF funding

BPS now has access to a new sugarcane irrigation scheduling tool called IrrigWeb. This access has been made possible thanks to
funding by the RWUE-IF program. RWUE-IF is funded by the Queensland Government through the Department of Natural
Resources and Mines. IrrigWeb has a range of outputs, one of which is crop water use information. This information is now
available on the BPS website (click here) for representative farms in the delta and BRIA.
These are hypothetical farms that aim to simulate typical delta and BRIA farms with regard to soil type and climate. The delta farm
has delta clay loam soils and uses weather data from the Ayr DPI site. The BRIA farm has a cracking clay soil type and uses the
Clare weather station data.
On each farm a number of crops will be ‘grown’, starting with March planted cane and continuing through the planting and
ratooning cycle. Because these are ‘generic’ paddocks, each crop will commence on the 15 th of the month regardless of weather
conditions.
The water use data will be updated each Friday and for each crop will show:






Crop water use for the previous 7 days**
The soil water deficit
Total irrigation
Total rainfall

**Under the terms of our licencing agreement with SQR Software
we aren’t able to make this information current, therefore the crop
water use will always be a couple of weeks old. BPS is
considering seeking extra funding to allow all growers access to
the program for their own blocks in real time if there is sufficient
interest.
While the information provided can’t be used directly for irrigation
scheduling - the time lag and differences in district rainfall and
time of planting will affect when individual crops will require water it will provide a general guide to crop water use at different times
of year and growth stages.

Figure 1. Daily crop water use (left axis, mm/day) for a crop planted on
March 15, 2015

For example, figure 1 shows the daily crop water use for a crop
planted in mid-March and irrigated immediately after planting.
Crop water use spikes at planting because water is evaporating
from the wet soil surface; as the surface dries, the daily water
use drops back to less than 1 mm per day. The other peaks on
the graph show small rainfall events, again wetting the soil
surface and increasing evaporation. As the crop canopy begins
to grow (Figure 2), the daily water use increases.
Figure 2. Canopy development for the same crop (left axis, %)

For more information on IrrigWeb, the RWUE program or
irrigation scheduling, contact Marian at BPS on 0428 927 079.
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CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the fight
on all issues affecting cane farmers
For the week ending 25 May 2015

Marketing


Warren Males and Chris Cooper joined the CANEGROWERS Cairns and Innisfail representatives at a meeting with MSF
representatives in Mulgrave and presented CANEGROWERS “Pathways to Market” Grower Choice model.
 MSF representatives noted the fundamental differences in CANEGROWERS Grower Choice model compared with
current structures and undertook to respond.
 The next meeting is scheduled for 4 June.



The Katter Australia Party has tabled a Bill in the QLD parliament that would, if passed, facilitate Grower Choice in
marketing. CANEGROWERS has encouraged all parties to support the Bill.

Electricity


CANEGROWERS has received a proposal from Hugh Grant to assist the development of CANEGROWERS submissions on
the Queensland distribution network service providers’ (Ergon and Energex) Tariff Structure Statements (TSSs).

Trade


Warren Males attended the Trans Pacific Partnership Chief Negotiators meeting in Guam. Progress is being made and this
could be the last formal negotiating round ahead of a Trade Ministers meeting to conclude the negotiations. Sugar is still in
the mix.



APEC Trade Ministers will meet this weekend. Although not a topic for discussion, it would not be surprising if some of the
more difficult TPP issues are likely to be discussed by TPP Ministers in their private discussions.

Transport


A meeting was held with Transport and Main Roads to determine progress on issues.



The only changes put forward by TMR to the National Heavy Vehicle Regulator for the “trial” notice for ag vehicles 3.5m to
4.0m width are:
 2 ag pilots or signage and 1 ag pilot on major and minor roads. Critical roads will still need signage and I ag pilot.
 Signage is required at the beginning and end and only at major or critical road intersections on the journey. These
changes will only be legal once the amended notice is published until this time the current notice conditions apply.
Changes to weekend and public holiday travel times and including over 4.0m width ag vehicles have not been accepted
by TMR.



The proposed change from zone 1 to zone 2 except the Bruce Highway and north of Rockhampton is still in progress (it has
not been rejected internally by TMR) but again this will take time to translate into a legal document for growers to move ag
equipment and is unlikely for this season.



TMR are in the process of assessing information (e.g. traffic flow and population change) to enable changes like road
classification and weekend travel. This should take a few months to complete and any changes will be some time after this
(i.e. at least six months).



The Notice to replace the class permit for high flotation tyres is expected to be in place by the end of June 2015.

SRA


A meeting was held with SRA in regard to their strategic plan update process.

Ravensdown Redeemable Preference Shares


Finally a meeting date has been set between CANEGROWERS and Ravensdown Fertiliser Cooperative to resolve the return
of the value of Redeemable Preference Shares (RPS) in Ravensdown Fertiliser Australia to shareholders. This meeting will
occur on 28 July and will be attended by John Henderson (Chairman) and Greg Campbell (CEO) representing the
Ravensdown Cooperative. CANEGROWERS has attempted to advance this meeting date however this is the earliest date
achievable. A submission for the full return of the RPS value was submitted to Ravensdown in February.

Rural Discovery Day


CANEGROWERS had a chance to speak to hundreds of school children, bridging the urban rural divide, at Rural Discovery
Day held at the EKKA showgrounds last week. Neroli Roocke and Brett McAuliffe took Rocky Point grower and Rural
Discovery Day stalwart, Kevin Mischke along to be part of the presentations to school children about Queensland’s
sugarcane industry. This year Kevin bought his grandson Samuel along to be part of the talk to the kids. Sam also had
excellent response from other growers around the State when he facebooked about CANEGROWERS presence at the
event.
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Pricing information
2014 Season Advances & Payments
as at 15 May 2015
$/tonne IPS
Initial *
21 August 14*
23 October 14*
18 December 14*
22 January 15*
19 February 15*
19 March 15*
23 April 15*
21 May 15
2 July 15
Final Payment

% estimated
return

$249
$275
$290
$310
$323
$337
$353
$368
$379
$389
$401

Wilmar Global sugar
market outlook
presentation
Jean-Vincent Piot from Wilmar International will provide an
update on the global sugar market outlook and key factors
influencing prices.
June 2 – Burdekin - Ayr Queens Hotel - 1pm & 4pm

80.0%
82.5%
87.5%
92.5%
95.0%
97.5%
100%

At the conclusion of Jean Vincent’s presentation there will be
light refreshments available, and the grower pricing team will
also be available to answer any questions you may have about
forward pricing.

Temporary
seed cane
plot closure

* paid
The Advance Program is a guide only. CANEGROWERS Burdekin takes no
responsibility for its accuracy. It only applies to growers who did not forward
price for 2013 (the default method). Growers who have forward priced for
2013 will be paid the same percentage of their final expected proceeds. For
individual advance rates check your grower forecast on the Wilmar website.

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices
as at 6 May 2015
Gross
2015 Season

$382

$/Tonne IPS
Net
$362

2016 Season

$417

$397

2017 Season

$430

$410

Estimated QSL 2014 Pool Prices
As at 15 May 2015

BPS have today advised that Whitson’s seed cane plot will be
closed from 6th June for irrigation purposes and will reopen on
30th June.
Any enquiries are to be directed to the BPS officer David Paine
on 0427 167 159.

CANEGROWERS members
For free advice on legal issues
contact Canegrowers’ legal
advisor Chris Cooper

free call 1800 177 159
Estimated QSL 2015 Pool Prices
As at 15 May 2015
$/Tonne IPS
GROSS

$/Tonne IPS
GROSS
QSL Harvest Pool

$405

QSL Harvest Pool

$369

QSL Discretionary Pool

$439

QSL Actively Managed Pool

$372

QSL Actively Managed Pool

$443

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool

$406

QSL Growth Pool

$441

QSL US Quota Pool

$626

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool

$429

QSL 2-season Forward Pool 2015

$419

QSL US Quota Pool

$601

QSL 3-season Forward Pool 2015

$434

QSL 2014 Season Forward Pool

$417

QSL 2-season Forward Pool 2016

$406

QSL 3-season Forward Pool 2016

$423

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices published on the QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This
information is updated regularly and provides a sense of how the QSL-managed pools are performing over the current season.
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Week ending 29 May 2015

QSL backs CORES Burdekin

Market Update

QSL is now a proud sponsor of the Burdekinbased suicide prevention program COmmunity
Response to Eliminating Suicide (CORES).

Shaun Tupou, QSL Treasury Analyst

CORES Burdekin is a not-for-profit community organisation led
by Burdekin local Ross Romeo, who came to the group
following the suicide of his best mate in 2005. The organisation
provides free training courses which aim to equip everyday
people with the skills to recognise someone who may be
struggling to cope and possibly even contemplating suicide.
Strategies are then followed to help the person at risk receive
the appropriate help.
Mr Romeo said QSL’s sponsorship would help cover the cost
of hosting a number of these one-day training sessions in cane
growing communities across the Burdekin, Ingham and
Innisfail.
“On behalf of everyone associated with CORES, I’d like to
extend my sincere thanks to QSL for their sponsorship,” he
said. “Raising awareness helps empower the community to
watch out for each other. Through their donation QSL is
helping the community tap into its greatest resource – its
people.”
If you’d like more information about CORES head to their
website http://www.cores.org.au/ or visit their Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/events/372452959544640/?ref=5.

QSL on show at FNQ’s
largest Field Day
QSL Industry Relationship Manager Carla
Keith has been in Mareeba this week at the
Rotary FNQ Field Days in Mareeba.
The two-day event is held every two years and attracts
thousands of people from across North Queensland, with
more than 17,000 people through the gates in 2013. QSL’s
presence at the field day provides a unique opportunity to
promote the work we do for the Queensland sugar industry to
the broader community. Most importantly, it is also an
informal setting for growers to have a chat and catch up on
the latest market and industry developments. The next
northern region Field Day will be held in 2016 in Innisfail and
we look forward to supporting this event again.

You can join the QSL mailing list to
receive weekly updates from QSL as
well as other QSL news and
information.

Current as of 25 May 2015
Sugar
Raw sugar futures have continued their downhill run over the
past week. Early week highs of 12.98c/lb were followed by a
Friday low of 12.28. Trading a 70-point range, UNICA’s latest
production estimate for the Centre South Brazil crop appeared
to be the feature event. Spread activity remained relatively
subdued as narrow trading ranges, light volumes and a
weakening front of the board led a featureless week.
The latest UNICA report (for the first half of May 2015)
illustrated a decrease in sugar production for the upcoming
year. With many expecting production above 33 million tonnes,
it came as a surprise to see an estimate shy of 32 million. On
the contrary, of no surprise was the net short position held by
the non-index funds as at Tuesday 19 May 2015. After
spending a week net long 13,000 contracts, the non-index
funds swung back to a net short position. Net short 14,000
contracts, it is likely the non-index funds have sold further to
increase this position in a falling market.
A run of drier weather in CS Brazil will enable the remaining
mills to start their harvest, partnered with improved sucrose
yields. Of late, mills have favoured ethanol production over
sugar, however a forward discount on the Brazilian Real and a
forward premium on sugar now favours sugar production.
Suggestions of an El Nino weather event have strengthened
and it is now probable that the world could face a moderately
sized event. This will bring dry conditions to domestic
production while likely causing wet weather interruptions later
for the Brazil harvest. The monsoonal event expected in India
appears on track, however could be hampered due to El Nino.
In India, talk of the Government creating a buffer stock to
relieve local price pressures is dwindling.
Currency
The USD continued to strengthen over the past week
sponsored by stronger-toned local data. As a result, the AUD
has fallen back to the 80 cent level. The RBA and FOMC
(Federal Open Market Committee) minutes were released
largely as the market anticipated, causing little movement in
the market.
The RBA minutes were highlighted by comments suggesting
current interest rates are aiding the AUD reliance on the
mining industry and how this form of stimulation could damage
housing market imbalances. The FOMC minutes illustrated
that the Fed believes a slowing Q1 economy is temporary
whilst keeping in mind cautionary events.

To join the mailing list click here.
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Payroll & HR
update
When employing workers you must
have the following:





Current workers’ compensation insurance policy
An injury reporting system
An effective rehabilitation and return to work program

You also have an obligation to:



Submit your wages information and pay your workers’
compensation insurance policy premiums by the due dates





Notify WorkCover Queensland of any workplace injuries



Not dismiss an injured worker solely or mainly because of
their injury.

Waterfind Burdekin
Haughton WSS Water
Market Summary

Make suitable duties available to your injured workers
Work with WorkCover Queensland, the injured worker,
their doctor and other healthcare providers to develop an
effective return to work program

Workers’ compensation and return to work
How do you rate?

 Workers’

compensation
reflects business details.

insurance

policy

accurately

Allocations

 All injuries are reported to workers compensation insurer.
 Workers are informed of the return to work policy, including
procedures to follow the event of an injury or illness.

 Return to work plans are implemented for injured workers
when required.
Do you have paid employees? Do you do your own
payroll?

Dam Storage

Are you unsure if you are using Payroll in accordance with
latest guidelines for both Employer and Employee correctly?
Regardless of whether you do a manual or a computer
operated Payroll, now is the time to ensure that you are safely
within the correct guidelines and that you are completing both
Wages, Tax and Superannuation correctly. It could be a costly
exercise to discover you have missed something for some time!
CANEGROWERS Burdekin are an accredited BAS Agent that
can take the burden out of payroll by looking after all your
payroll needs including:



Preparation of wages form timesheets at the end of each
pay period





Calculation of superannuation payments



Assist with wage related matters and issues

The above information is provided by Waterfind.
The
information provided is of a general nature only and must not
be relied upon in substitution for professional advice.
Waterfind accepts no responsibility for the accuracy,
completeness or timeliness of any information provided. For
more information click here.

Calculations of gross & tax amounts for your BAS
Preparations of group certificates a the end of the financial
year

Contact Tiffany today on 4790 3600.
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DATES TO
REMEMBER
Australian Hand Cane
Cutting Championships,
Saturday 30 May @
Home Hill Showgrounds
Burdekin Harvesting
Forum, Tuesday 2 June,
8.30am-12.30am, Ayr
Showgrounds
WISB Buy a Bale
Fundraiser, Saturday 6
June, 9am @
Woolworths entrance
Queens Birthday Public
Holiday, Monday 8 June
AIMS Open Day, Sunday
14 June, 10am-4pm

Work Wanted
Looking for haulout work or planting
 Experienced cane farmers son
 0434 944 277




Classifieds
Temporary Transfer Water Available For Sale
Phone 0427 768 479 for quantity and price.

Lower Burdekin Landcare Meeting
Tuesday 2 June 2015
5.00pm
John Hy Peake Room, Burdekin Shire Council

www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au

@BurdekinCANE

Is your cane farm for sale?
Why not advertise it in canenews for just
$25.00 per week
Phone Tiffany on 4790 3600
for more information

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd
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If you take advantage of this offer can you

please let CANEGROWERS Burdekin know if
this is a great deal so we can share with our
members to help reduce costs.
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QFF &
NFF
Updates
CANEGROWERS

is an active
member of
National Farmers’
Federation (NFF)
and Queensland
Farmers
Federation
(QFF) , a
partnership
through which we
have been able to
concentrate and
leverage
influence in areas
of importance to
the cane
industry. As part
of a range of
services, NFF &
QFF provides a
range of
information,
including weekly
cross-commodity
updates.

Senate Committee recommends status quo on Grocery Code
The Senate Economics Legislation Committee has concluded its inquiry into the voluntary Food and
Grocery Code,recommending that the regulation stand without further amendment. The 'status quo'
outcome defies the strong call from suppliers for a mandatory, rather than a voluntary, code and for
the appointment of an ombudsman to correct the imbalance of bargaining power between
supermarkets and producers.
Four National Party Senators provided a dissenting opinion from the Committee’s recommendation,
calling on the establishment of a Grocery Ombudsman to enforce a mandatory Code of Conduct.
With neither Coles not Woolworths appearing at the inquiry, uncertainty remains over their
commitment to the voluntary code of conduct.

State Government reveals new reef water quality research
strategy
The Minister for the Great Barrier Reef, Dr Steven Miles, has outlined the Government's Reef Water
Quality Research, Development and Innovation Strategy aimed at improving the quality of water
entering the Great Barrier Reef from agricultural land use.
The strategy has been developed to align with the broader Research, Development and Innovation
Strategy 2013-2018 and the joint Reef Water Quality Protection Plan, part of the Reef 2050 Long
Term Sustainability Plan.
The four year strategy will identify research gaps and help prioritise the State’s investment and policy
response. The strategy outlines research that can be undertaken to improve the effectiveness of
management practices and assist producers in their efforts to reduce runoff from their properties.

Mareeba property misdiagnosed with Panama disease
A five week long quarantine has been lifted on the Mareeba property previously thought to be
affected by Panama disease tropical race 4. Biosecurity Queensland has revealed that the original
testing has proven to be a 'false positive'. It is understood to be the first time there has been a
problem with this diagnostic test anywhere in the world. The affected farmer has received a
commitment from the State Government to reimburse the net revenue forgone during the quarantine
period.
Deloittes have been engaged to conduct an independent procedural review of the diagnostic system
to be completed by the end of June. Biosecurity Queensland have outlined that the affected property
at Tully is an accurate diagnosis. More information on Panama disease tropical race 4 is available
here

Agriculture ‘Industry Growth Centre’ set for 1 July launch
The Federal Government's Industry Growth Centres Initiative aims to lift competitiveness and
productivity by establishing autonomous, industry led bodies aimed at coordinating a regulatory
reform agenda, improving global access, securing better engagement between research and
business and improving workforce skills. The Food and Agribusiness 'Growth Centre', to be chaired
by Peter Schutz, is set to begin work in the new financial year.
The new Growth Centre will develop a recommended regulatory reform agenda within its first twelve
months, aimed at increasing competitiveness and productivity.

Soil, Big Data and the Future of Agriculture Conference
With the support of the NSW Department of Primary Industries, the United States Studies Centre at
the University of Sydney is convening the Soil, Big Data and the Future of Agriculture conference on
the 25th of June at the Hotel Realm in Canberra. The focus of the conference is the rapid advances
in big data analytics in agriculture and will hear from speakers from across a range of agricultural
sectors.

Nominations open for the Reef Programme Awards
Reef Programme Award nominations are open for champion land managers who have been working
to reduce their off-farm impact on the iconic Great Barrier Reef. The Reef Programme Awards will be
held in conjunction with Reef Range and Red Dust Conference (Monday 31st of August to 2nd
September) in Caloundra. The awards will be held at the dinner on 1 September 2015. Award
applications close at 5pm on the 17 July 2015.
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Contact Us
HEAD OFFICE
141 Young Street, Ayr
bdk@canegrowers.com.au
Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm
Fri: 9am - 3pm
4790 3600

PROJECT &
TRAINING CENTRE
CANEGROWERS Hall,
68 Tenth Street, Home Hill
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DIRECTORS
Phil Marano
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David Lando
Deputy Chair

david@landoandsons.com.au
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Russell Jordan

jorfar@exemail.com.au

0427 768 479

Owen Menkens

owen_menkens@hotmail.com
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Steven Pilla
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Roger Piva
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CHAIRS FOR HIRE
CANEGROWERS Hall, Home Hill
$10 plus
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80 Available
To book please phone
4790 3600

In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our”
means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our
directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter
has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do
our very best to present information that is correct and
accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or
representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or
accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter,
for any purposes.
Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be
excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss,
damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of
the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information
appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole
responsibility and risk associated with the use and results
of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you
agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage
whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of,
or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We
recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any
information provided in this newsletter.

