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Membership Fees
For 2014/2015
CBL Administration Fee

21 cents

CBL Water Perils Crop Comp.

2 cents

CGU Fire Perils Crop Comp.

1.86 cents

Qld CANEGROWERS Fee

16.25 cents

Sub Total

41.11 cents
+ GST

SPECIAL 50%
DISCOUNT FOR NEW
MEMBERS
A 50% discount on the total Membership Fee
is on offer for new or re-joining members. For
the 2014/15 year, for any new member who
joins or re-joins CANEGROWERS they will
receive the full benefits of being a member of
CANEGROWERS for half price.
For example the 2014/15 levy is 41.11 cents
the new member would only pay 20.56 cents
per tonne for the 2014/15 year and this would
provide full membership of Canegrowers
Burdekin and CANEGROWERS Qld plus crop
compensation cover for both Water and Fire.
Terms and conditions apply. Available for a limited time
only. One condition being the special 50% discount applies
to the full levy for new members/tonnage with up to and
including 40,000 tonnes. For new members with tonnage
over 40,000 a special discount will be negotiated.
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Update on the “NO CHOICE”
Wilmar exiting QSL proposal
Over the past week Wilmar held ten ―Small-group grower meetings‖ in Ayr to
endeavour to explain directly to growers their proposed sugar marketing
partnership. Similar meetings were held concurrently in Herbert River,
Proserpine and Plane Creek regions. David Burgess was the delegated
presenter in our region whilst John Pratt presented to Herbert River.
CBL had representatives at each of the meetings and we estimate a
maximum of 180 growers attended the ten meetings in Ayr.
David Burgess spoke to the same power point presentation for each of the
meetings. Wilmar advised a copy of the presentation will be available on
http://www.wilmarsugarmills.com/ on Monday.
Basically what David had to say was the same as what has been reported in
the last two editions of canenews ( links here 11 April & 17 April ).
David commenced each meeting by saying something like ―Not asking
growers for a decision now. Taking growers comments and thoughts back to
refine proposal to something that growers are comfortable with and this could
take several weeks or months. Consultative process.‖
However, it was made very clear that by 30 June 2014 Wilmar will be giving
notice to exit QSL on 30 June 2017 and growers have ―no choice and no say‖
in this. Hence we are now referring to this proposal as the ―NO CHOICE‖
proposal.
David also advised that if they do not receive sufficient support for the current
proposal then they may look at a different model that cuts out the Joint
Marketing Company (JMC) and simply have a model that has the raw sugar
transferring from the Wilmar milling company to the Wilmar trading company.
David started his presentation by providing an overview of what they feel they
have heard growers want, as follows:
1.
2.
3.

a genuine commercial partnership with Wilmar
representation in setting marketing strategy and governance
(a seat at the table)
transparency

David spent considerable time in his presentation putting forward the
argument that QSL was not transparent and why the proposed model would
be transparent.
Cont page 2
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Update on the “NO CHOICE”
Wilmar exiting QSL proposal
When questioned that growers have been asking for ―Grower Economic Interest‖
in their share of the raw sugar. David replied to say that Wilmar‘s view is the
reason growers have asked for this is that they really wanted the above three
points and as Wilmar feel they have addressed these points in their proposal the
topic of ―Grower Economic Interest‖ has been resolved.
David stressed that this proposal is all about trust and setting up a vision that is
about the future and new opportunities. He covered that although the current
proposal is about raw sugar trading the future could include fuel, fertiliser and
finance etc. We reminded David that Mr Kuok had said this exact thing four
years ago and when offered (on several occasions) a simple solution for fertiliser
(re Wilmar farms buy Ravensdown fertiliser) that this simple solution was
rejected.

Wilmar‘s David Burgess

David then provided an overview of how the proposed model would work and the
roles of the three key parties being Wilmar Sugar Australia (milling company),
Joint Marketing Company (JMC) and Wilmar Sugar Trading (trading company)
and how the title of the sugar would transfer between the three key parties and
how the money would transfer back from trading company to JMC and then the
growers share directly back to the growers.

JMC roles would include:
1.shipping and handling
2.sugar sampling and quality analysis
3.financing
4.pricing and pooling management
5.risk management and risk setting
Considerable time was spent covering how the JMC would be managed and operated. The current proposal is that the staff of
JMC would be outsourced from Wilmar and even the CEO could be seconded from Wilmar.
David advised the costs to run QSL equate to around $2.50 per tonne of sugar (excluding financing costs). Wilmar is of the
view that the proposal should not cost any more than the cost to run QSL and if the costs (excluding financing cots) exceed
$2.50 Wilmar will cover any difference, i.e. Wilmar will underwrite. There was also comment that although JMC is a new start
- up company that it was not expected that finance costs would be more for JMC than for QSL but there was the potential that
Wilmar could provide some form of support to assist JMC obtain financing rates comparable to QSL.
The various contracts, agreements and constitution that need to be developed include:
1.

2.
3.
4.

JMC constitution. The Board would be made up of 4 grower nominees, 4 Wilmar nominees and 2 Independents. Chair
appointed by Board ...first Chair may be agreed to be a grower nominee. All growers to be members and have voting
power. Grower voting proposed by tonnage. This was questioned at several meetings and David advised Wilmar would
be open to the grower voting to be set at 1 vote per grower...open to consider
contract and service level agreement between Wilmar and JMC needed for outsourcing of staff
contract between Wilmar milling company and JMC for the transfer of the sugar (like a new RSSA)
contract and service level agreement between Wilmar trading company and JMC

Wilmar have proposed that contracts in points 3 & 4 above would be for 15 years. At many of the meetings growers expressed concern that 15 years is too long. David advised that Wilmar are prepared to review this ...different terms mentioned
by David at different meetings went from 6 years to 8 years to 10 years.
The key issue for pricing is getting the pricing right for the ICE11 ... as the ICE11 price completely swamps any premiums.
David spent considerable time explaining how the premiums come about and the fact that the only opportunities to obtain any
gains in premiums relate to shipping and handling costs and the regional premium ...but this represents less than 1% of the
price. A table was included in the presentation to show that for the past 6 years QSL has averaged a premium of $2.70 per
tonne of sugar...with a high of $6 and a low of -$1. David also explained how arbitrage opportunities occur and that only 50%
of any benefit from arbitrage would be passed through to JMC with 50% retained by Wilmar trading. JMC would then decide
2
how the 50% would be shared with growers and Wilmar milling company.
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Update on the “NO CHOICE”
Wilmar exiting QSL proposal
Wilmar expects it can obtain the best possible result for the premiums as it will be more nimble and more flexible than QSL as
QSL must have agreement from all members for any changes and this results in QSL lacking flexibility.
David stated that Wilmar understand their actions have and will create stress in the industry but they believe they can provide
better returns to growers. But there was no guarantee given at all. In fact when pushed it was agreed that most likely with
everything going well that the maximum Wilmar trading would most likely be able to achieve in regard to the premiums (given the
ICE11 price is the same for QSL and Wilmar trading) would be a maximum of $10 per tonne of sugar ...which would equate to an
absolute maximum with everything going well to $1 per tonne of cane. Growers attending several of the meetings stressed
concern at the perceived high risk the Wilmar “NO CHOICE” proposal was forcing on them for what could be a very low
reward.
A couple of slides were dedicated to Wilmar‘s rapid growth in the sugar industry. Wilmar‘s first involvement in sugar was th e
purchase of Sugrogen 4 years ago. By 2013, they had become one of the world largest sugar traders, trading over 5m tonnes of
sugar which equates to 15.5% of raw sugar traded on the world market. The presentation was focused on the fact that as a la rger player Wilmar was a better option than QSL who are only a small niche player. It was pointed out from the floor that all industries need major and niche players to work and well known futurist Phil Ruthven AM the Founder and Chairman of IBISWorld
being quoted in this regard. It was also stressed that growers should be given the choice of who they want to trade their economic interest sugar .....if their preference is a small niche player they should have the option to choose QSL.
After the meeting some growers expressed concern that Wilmar‘s rapid growth in the sugar industry comes with risk.
Overall Wilmar are saying trust us ...we are doing this to provide a better return for growers and Wilmar. The presentation s have
all used terminology of intent, we expect, we hope, the goal, we see, potential, etc. there are no guarantees or promises.
To date the presentations and overall campaign has been very slick and we understand marketing consulting company Rowlands
have been advising Wilmar.
Note: The above story has been taken from notes made by Debra Burden during meetings and may not be an accurate record.

Next Steps:
1.
2.

CBL will be meeting with CANEGROWERS representatives from Herbert River, Proserpine and Plane Creek next
Tuesday. CANEGROWERS Qld Chair, Paul Schembri will also be in attendance.
An IMPORTANT growers information meeting will be held on the morning of 22 nd May at the CANEGROWERS Hall,
Home Hill. Speakers will most include CANEGROWERS Qld Chair, Paul Schembri and CEO Brendan Stewart together
with QSL Chair Mike Carroll and CEO Greg Beashel. More details will be provided in coming weeks.
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QSL update

By CEO Greg Beashel
for week ending 02 May 2014

Since Wilmar announced its intention to break away from the export sugar industry’s collaborative
approach through QSL, we have spent a lot of time talking with grower organisation representatives,
millers and individual growers.
Overwhelmingly, growers and millers are telling us they want to retain the system that provides
unrivalled price transparency and marketing strength – a system that works for the benefit of
growers and millers, offers a range of pricing options for different risk appetites, and delivers results
for the entire industry.
To provide additional clarity, I thought it would be useful to share some of the common questions
being asked and QSL’s responses (below).
Commonly asked questions
Is QSL able to continue to provide a value-adding service to the industry beyond 2017, if Wilmar provides a notice?
With the remaining export sugar (about 1.5Mt), significant value can be achieved for the industry. We will work with our
members to ensure we have the right model in place to achieve this. This may involve exploring other business development
opportunities such as domestic market services to raise additional revenue, as well as reducing operating costs.
Why can’t Wilmar do what they want to do within the QSL system?
Wilmar could do almost everything they are offering to their growers under QSL’s current system, except sell their growers’
economic interest sugar. Any aspect of the QSL system can be changed with the agreement of members.
If Wilmar provided notice, would it be able to leave before 2017?
Not without the consent of other milling members and our banking partners and QSL would not allow it under our Constitution
as it would not be in the best interests of growers and millers.
What happens with the sugar terminals if Wilmar leaves?
Sugar Terminals Limited (STL) would have the right to terminate or change the lease for the bulk sugar terminals from 1 July
2017. We believe it is likely QSL would remain the manager of all of the terminals.
What changes will occur if Wilmar leaves?
For the next three years there would be very little change. Beyond that, there would be some changes reflective of the lower
tonnage being exported through QSL. Taking each of the four parts of the business in turn:
Financing: QSL would provide an Advances Program through access to a credit facility. While there may be some impact on
financing limits and costs at the margin, QSL would still be able to obtain financing at very low rates.
Pricing: QSL would continue to offer pricing options tailored to the industry’s needs. There may be an impact on the number
of pooling options available.
Logistics: QSL would intend to continue to operate the terminals on a pooled-cost basis for RSSA participants and provide
Wilmar with the option to undertake a storage and handling agreement. Based on 2014 season volumes and costs. This would
reduce the overall costs for the remaining pooled participants by around $4/tonne.
Selling: Millers would continue to have the option to sell their economic interest sugar. QSL would continue to sell sugar to our
long-standing customers who are prepared to pay a premium to a producer seller over a trader.
How does QSL provide transparency?
The structure of QSL as a not for profit, tax free company owned by the industry is a robust transparent model that has no
other motivation than to act in the best interests of the industry and maximise pool returns. QSL is owned by its members and
is required to disclose all costs and returns to its members.
How is Wilmar’s proposed joint marketing company model different to QSL?
The main difference that industry participants have raised is the contracting model with Wilmar trading and the transparency
issues this creates. There are other obvious differences such as it handling a lower tonnage than QSL currently does and it not
being a tax free entity.
Will Queensland’s quality brand be at risk?
The reduced pooling of raw sugar will compromise our flexibility in managing quality that matches our customers’ needs.
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QSL update

By CEO Greg Beashel
for week ending 02 May 2014

Our position
Greater economies of scale are achieved if all of Queensland’s export sugar is kept together and moved through QSL’s four
value offerings: financing, pricing, selling and logistics. No matter what happens, QSL will continue as a major force in raw sugar
marketing and export, delivering ongoing value to its members and advancing the industry.
The industry now has the opportunity to come together to assess all potential options for the future and decide what is best
collectively for the Queensland sugar industry.
We will work with our members to ensure we have a model in place that delivers value and provides our loyal customers, with
quality Queensland sugar that is delivered on-time and in-full.
Please visit www.qsl.com.au for further frequently asked questions and answers.
2013 Season Pool Performance
Prices are indicative only and don’t include a firm value from the QSL Shared Pool. Growers should always consult their mill for
information about their individual cane payments.

2013 Gross

% Priced

QSL Harvest Pool

$391

94%

QSL Discretionary Pool

$398

99%

QSL Actively Managed Pool

$409

98%

QSL Growth Pool

$423

93%

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool

$393

100%

QSL US Quota Pool

$393 Net

QSL 2013 Season Forward Pool

$433

99%

QSL 2014 Season Forward Pool

$420

75%

Current as of 11.04.14

QSL market update
By Ginette Barrett,
QSL Liquidity Manager

Sugar
The raw sugar market has had a positive fortnight with the sugar price climbing as high as 17.59 cents per pound and ending
last week at 17.20 cents per pound for the May14 contract. The 2014 season is currently pricing $449 Aussie dollars per tonne
for Australian sugar producers.
Influencing the market was UNICA’s release of their estimate for the Brazilian crop. Surprising the market, the sugar production
forecast was down for 2014 with a total of 32.5 million tonnes compared to 34.3 million tonnes in 2013. And this doesn’t take
into consideration the impacts of a predicted El Nino later this year. The sugar to ethanol mix has also decreased from 45.1 per
cent in 2013 to a predicted 43.6 per cent in 2014.
To wrap-up our sugar commentary, physical premiums remain soft as the market slowly clears the world surplus, however the
El Nino continues to simmer in the background and should support prices in the second half of 2014 and into 2015.
Currency
Turning now to the currency, the Australian dollar has dropped slightly to 92.76 US cents and is due to remain below 93 cents
due to ongoing tensions between Russia and the Ukraine impacting the global stock market. Standard and Poor’s has downgraded Russia and sanctions are being proposed by Europe and the US.
QSL sees the Aussie dollar trading between 92 and 95 US cents for the short-term with the current soft CPI and China data. Also
holding it here will be the RBA’s reluctance to move the rates any time soon.
While all care is taken in the preparation of this report the reliability or accuracy of the information provided in the document is
not guaranteed. QSL does not accept any responsibility to any person for the decisions and actions taken by that person with
respect to any of the information contained in this report.
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2014 Crushing Commencement
Grower representatives met and consulted with Wilmar Cane Supply Managers and officers on Tuesday to discuss the
commencement date for this year‘s harvest and mill crushing operations.
Grower representatives have recommended the 10 th June because they believe the cane needs more time for maturing, CCS
levels would be better and the district estimate is less than expectations. Last year there was almost .5 of a unit of CCS
difference in the district average between week 1 and week 2 of the cane crushed in those weeks.
Wilmar informed the meeting that all Burdekin mills will be ready for a 3 rd June commencement and that is their preferred start
date. Wilmar outlined an issue with the level of cane in the Kalamia supply area this year which will necessitate transfer to other
mills on the north bank which start to try and achieve an equitable finish especially on the north bank.
At time of writing this report we are still awaiting confirmation of the start date but it appears Wilmar intend to commence
crushing operations at Invicta Mill on the 10 th June.
When referring to the table below it is noted that there is 14 days allowance for delays or interruptions caused by wet weath er
events. This allowance appears to be much higher than the long term average of days lost to wet weather interruptions.

Estimate
Transfer Pnr/Inv
Transfer Kal/Pnr
Transfer Kal/Inv
Crush
Dry wk crush
Crush days
Wet days
Crush length
Start Date
Finish Date

Invicta
2,822,000
48,000

Pioneer
1,654,000
-48,000
104,000

Kalamia
1,654,000

2,870,000
145,050
139
14
153

1,710,000
81,750
146
14
160

1,550,000
73,850
147
14
161

10-Jun
9-Nov

3-Jun
10-Nov

3-Jun
10-Nov

-104,000

Inkerman Burdekin
1,800,000 7,930,000
0
0
0
1,800,000 7,930,000
83,675 384,325
151
14
165
3-Jun
14-Nov

Meeting with New CEO of Burdekin Shire Council

Wayne Smith, BSC CEO Matthew Magin & Debra Burden

New Chief Executive Officer Matthew Magin has opened the
lines of communication with the Burdekin Shire‘s community in
an effort to develop strategies for re-energising council.
Mr Magin said he had been engaging with key external
stakeholders to understand issues, gain knowledge and
understanding and develop strategies for ensuring council
re-connects with the community.
―My focus is on the sustainable economic development of the
Burdekin, ensuring the key underpinning infrastructure and
fundamentals are in place and that the whole council team is
committed to delivering superior customer service,‖ he said.
Mr Magin said he also would strongly advocate the benefits of
investing in the Shire to state and federal governments and
potential investors and re-investors.
―I want to ensure the broader community shares in the
benefits of economic development and wealth creation
through the delivery of quality services and community
infrastructure to all residents of the Burdekin,‖ he said.
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They shall not grow old as
we that are left grow old

Seed Cane
Distribution Plots

Age shall not weary them,
nor the years condemn
At the going down of the
sun and in the morning

The P & K plot will be opening on the 5 th May for seed cane
distribution. The Inkerman plot is open now. Invicta plots will
be open from 5th May – these dates may change subject to
weather conditions. Please contact your relevant field officer if
you would like to pick up your orders.

We will remember them

If your orders have changed, or you would like to cancel your
order please let BPS know so we can reallocate. The new
varieties from last year (Q240 and Q252) are still in limited
supply and will be allocated. The new variety this year is Q253,
and this will be in very limited supply.
Growers are urged to plant clean cane from their farm,
however if circumstances prevent this, please ensure that old
ratoons are checked by your BPS field officer if they are going
to be used as a plant source.

For further information contact Rob Milla on 0490 036 329

Lest we forget

anzac day
Shares in Australia's
Goodman Fielder surge
on Wilmar bid
(Reuters) - Shares in Goodman Fielder Ltd (GFF.AX) jumped as
much as 19 percent on Monday after the Australian food
company rejected a A$1.3 billion ($1.2 billion) takeover bid from
Singapore's Wilmar International (WLIL.SI) and China's First
Pacific (0142.HK).
Goodman shares hit a two-and-a-half month high of A$0.655
and last traded up 18 percent at A$0.65, matching the
conditional bid that Goodman labeled "opportunistic".

(Reporting by Lincoln Feast; Editing by Edwina Gibbs)
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Invitation to a session by
Scott Fry from NQ Dry Tropics
on the topic of Aquatic Weeds
on Your farm
Scott Fry, NQ Dry Tropics, will be presenting details of his project 'Restoring Burdekin Coastal ecosystems for Great
Barrier Reef & Ramsar'

TUESDAY, 6th May 2014, 5.00pm at the Lower Burdekin Landcare Association General Meeting, Burdekin Shire
Council's John Hy Peake Room. The John Hy Peake Room is located on the corner of Young and MacMillan
Streets and entry is via the Heritage Doors to the left (MacMillan Street) of the Main Council
The project as a whole incorporate 10 hectares – some of John Quagliata’s property has been included in the project but
not 10 hectares of it. Additional areas are being sort to be included in the project.

This project is a collaborative approach between NQ Dry Tropics, Lower Burdekin Water and the Burdekin Shire
Council to strategically restore ecological function to the priority coastal wetlands flowing into the Great Barrier Reef
lagoon via the Ramsar wetlands of Bowling Green Bay. The project area is within the Lower Burdekin floodplain and
includes both the North and South Burdekin Water Board areas and the wetland systems immediately seaward. The
project will use land zone information and the underlying features of the landscape to strategically manipulate
environmental factors to reduce the threat of invasive pests on a sustainable basis, as well as more traditional means
of control including mechanical and chemical control where appropriate. The project includes a focus on cleaning up
aquatic weeds including Typha / Cumbungi.
For more information or to book please contact Linda Kirk, Secretary Lower Burdekin Landcare Association Inc.
Telephone: 0415 307 364

Nursery Open This Saturday
& Propagation
Workshop

Ross Gelling will be running our propagation workshop this Saturday 3 rd May at the Nursery in Kennedy Street, Ayr, starting time
8 - 8:30 am
This is open to the public, volunteers and members - all are welcome.
The Nursery will also be open for sales.
For more information or to book please contact Linda Kirk, Secretary Lower Burdekin Landcare Association Inc.
Telephone: 0415 307 364

The Lower Burdekin Landcare Nursery are
chasing 2 or 3 x 1000L water tanks (or similar)
to propagate aquatic plants. The tops will be
cut-off. Do you have any tanks that aren't
needed?
You can donate them to the Nursery.
Phone Linda Kirk on 0415 307 364
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CANEGROWERS weather update

DATES TO
REMEMBER
Haulout Courses, 30
April - 8 May, contact ag
college on 1800 888 710

The forecast rain outlook for the next 12 months for Home Hill is represented below. To
see the latest forecast for your postcode click here.
The weather tool provides a seven day forecast for your desired postcode along with a 12
month rainfall outlook, SOI information and sea surface temperatures.

Landcare Meeting,
Tuesday 6 May , 5pm at
John Hy Peake Room,
Burdekin Shire Council

SCAN HERE

www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au

The CANEGROWERS
Burdekin App is available by
scanning the above QR
code

Knowledge sharing spreading
through sugarcane research
Australian sugarcane researchers must harness the
latest information technology
platforms to communicate knowledge to one another, and engage a
wider audience.
This is the message keynote speaker Mark Pesce
gave during the Australian Society of Sugar Cane
Technologists‘ (ASSCT) conference at the Gold
Coast this week.
Mark Pesce presents importance of
researchers sharing knowledge at ASSCT
conference at the Gold Coast
photographer: Bernard Milford).

―The myth that farmers don't access or use the
internet is old hat, in many cases isolated farmers are
the biggest users of the internet and smart phones as
part of daily life," Mr Pesce said.

―The experience of billions of people lies in the palms of our hands – with over 4 billion
people having a mobile phone including some people from the poorest communities on
earth.

@BurdekinCANE

―For too long scientists have been tight lipped about research, concerned that sharing
learnings will give someone else the edge – when in fact the sharing of knowledge
creates opportunities and innovation.
―Innovation is a process, more than one person or event. Australian researchers have the
ability to gain a competitive edge over their international counter-parts if they use
technology and social media to share outcomes more freely with their community.
―Innovation spreads through sharing and using modern technology delivers targeted
messages faster.
―The history of humanity is the history of sharing, so as more people share their
experience, it becomes more likely innovation will occur.
―Sugarcane growers and researchers who employ knowledge sharing tools will have
access to more information, make better decisions, make fewer mistakes and reap
greater rewards,‖ Mr Pesce concluded.

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd

The ASSCT conference was attended by over 320 delegates involved in the sugarcane
industry including growers, millers, scientists and technologists from Australia and
overseas.
Mark Pesce is the Honorary Associate in the Digital Cultures program at Sydney
University. To view Mark‘s presentation from the ASSCT conference visit
10
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MEDIA RELEASE
April 2014

WAKE UP AND SMELL THE DIESEL!
Ayr Showgrounds in north Queensland, Australia, will come alive to the sights and sounds of yesteryear in July, when the town
hosts the 6th Queensland Heritage Rally. Running from 25-27 July, it‘s the first time the event has been held in north
Queensland.
Heritage machinery enthusiasts will converge on the town for three days of tinkering, reminiscing and showing off their old
engines, motorcycles, tractors and cars.
The Queensland Heritage Rally only comes around every two years and this year‘s event in Ayr will be extra special, with the
display of the world‘s only functioning 1911 Marshall Colonial C Class single speed tractor. Members of the Burdekin Machinery
Preservationists have spent the past five years restoring this unique piece of rural history. Also known as the Burdekin Tractor,
the Marshall was almost lost to an English collector in 2002, until the Federal Government intervened, refusing an export permit
for the tractor.
Other rare tractors on display at the Heritage Rally include a Marshall Colonial Model C and a second Marshall Colonial Model
F 4 cylinder, both 100 years old.
The Heritage Rally will feature tractors (1910 to 1960), stationary engines, vintage motorcycles, a tractor pull, a display of veteran/ vintage/ historical and classic cars, trade exhibits and a daily grand parade (tractors, cars and motorcycles), woodwork/craft/
blacksmithing demonstrations and workshops, and children‘s activities and entertainment.
The rally is being organised by the Burdekin Machinery Preservationists (Burdekin), North Queensland Machinery Preservationists (Townsville) and the Pioneer Valley Machinery Preservationists (Mackay).
For more information about the rally visit www.qldheritagerally.com.au, email qhr2014@bigpond.com or phone Mr Alf Shand on
0417 746 367.
The 6th Queensland Heritage Rally is proudly supported by Tourism & Events Queensland, 630 ABC North Queensland,
the Burdekin Shire Council, Sirromet, and New Holland – Tracpower.
For more information about the 6th Queensland Heritage Rally:


Alf Shand, Burdekin Machinery Enthusiasts Club – 0417 746 367, 4782 1453, ajshand@bigpond.com



Rachel Grant, Publicist – 0416 222 653, rmgrant@optusnet.com.au
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We need your help
The Best Management Practice (BMP) is a cornerstone project in supporting Growers to achieve recognition for
best practice, to receive extension tailored around their needs that come out of doing the BMP and our way of
showing Government and others that we are the best people to design and achieve best management practice
that is economically valuable and environmentally sustainable.
To date we have been conducting information and registration sessions at the Canegrowers office in Home Hill.
Those who attended these sessions have gained a lot of clarity and clear direction. Group workshops (not more
than 6 participants) are run weekly and individual grower sessions can be scheduled throughout the week.
However for some it may be easier to go online and register first and then work through the modules at your own
pace.
So please take the opportunity before the start of the crush to contact us or go online and register. Should you
need any help with that or the modules, then please do not hesitate to contact:
Gary Halliday on 0 438 747 596 or 4782 1922 or call in and discuss the Smartcane program over a cup of coffee.
Our region has an excellent record for innovative growers that take the lead. So please take a little bit of time and
register before the end of May 2014.
Following are the steps to assist you, if you prefer to register online:
For the first time user Log onto the internet and either:


Type smartcane bmp into Google and then click on Smartcane BMP or click on

https://www.smartcane.com.au/

Cont next page
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Click on the icon that says First Timer? Click Here to Register Now
Select Grower



Leave the drop down box on Agribusiness



Click Next



Fill in the Smartcane BMP Registration ensuring that you change the Region from Babinda to Burdekin



Read the Disclaimer and Accept



Sign Up for Your New Account


Create a User Name (eg this can be your farming business name)



Password of 7 letters or more (can be the same as your Wilmar log-in or one that you will remember)



Confirm Password



Enter your current Email address



Click Create User



Next Page - Add Farm



Then add farm details (i.e,farm number) REMEMBER to change Region from Babinda to Burdekin NOTE: By
using the TAB key your cursor will automatically drop into the next box



Once all details have been entered – click on Save Farm



If no more farms need to be added – click on I am finished adding farm information



Finish



You can either click on Grower Home Page or Start New



Click on Next



Click checkbox beside relevant farm:



Are all your farms in the self-assessment irrigated click yes or no whichever is applicable
My farms in this assessment are covered under a current ERMP – select No as no
sugar cane farms in this region have done an ERMP



The first module is Soil Health and Nutrient Management



Create Assessment
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AIC 2014 Free Webinar Series
The Australian Institute for Commercialisation (AIC) is pleased to announce
three upcoming free webinars as part of our webinar series supported by
the Queensland Government Department of Science, Information
Technology, Innovation and the Arts (DSITIA). These online events are targeted to entrepreneurs and
employees of small to medium enterprises (SMEs) in any industry. This is a great way for businesses,
particularly those in regional areas, to benefit from exposure to leading business thinking, tools and
techniques to assist you to create more value and gain competitive advantage in your businesses.
The webinars are delivered by presenters with expertise in the specific topics.
AIC Webinar Series 2014
Webinar 1: Got a Great Idea? What Next? – click here to register
Time: 12:30pm – 1:30pm
Date: Thursday 8 May, 2014
Got a business idea with great potential? This webinar will discuss the next steps and the process of turning an
idea into business success.
We will introduce the steps you need to consider when commercialising an idea plus successful entrepreneur
Penny Cunrow will share her own insights.
Learn:

How to determine whether your idea is feasible

Ways to take your idea to market

What resources are available to help you commercialise your idea
Webinar 2: Collaborating for Competitive Advantage – click here to register
Time: 12:30pm – 1:30pm
Date: Thursday 15 May, 2014
Have you ever missed out on a business opportunity because you did not have all the necessary skills, equipment
or people?
You are not alone. Most businesses in Australia are small to medium sized enterprises and many are missing out
on supply chain opportunities because of their size.
This webinar will explore successful business collaboration and the difference it can make to winning new
opportunities.
Learn about:

The importance of collaboration – the opportunities and benefits

The types of collaboration, and which is best for your business

How to collaborate – the challenges and solutions
Webinar 3: Pitching Your Idea – click here to register
Time: 12:30pm – 1:30pm
Date: Tuesday 20 May, 2014
First impressions count. It is no secret that many successful entrepreneurs and executives have strong sales
backgrounds. The ability to pitch an idea in a succinct, direct way can lead to new opportunities with customers,
investors, collaborators and business leaders. Join us to learn how to develop your pitch from top level executives
Gus Taddeo and Brendt Munro.
Learn how to:

Define your value proposition

Develop your sound byte, elevator pitch and extended pitch

Develop your language and presentation style

Influence potential investors and other stakeholders
14



Haulout Work Wanted
previous experience
Ph 0497 313 222

Send through your free job
listings to
bdk@canegrowers.com.au

Cane Planting Work Wanted
Ph 0424 263 367



Haulout Work Available
Ph 0419 674 851

Cane Planting Work Wanted
Ph 0421 157 073



Haulout Work Wanted
previous experience
Ph 0497 764 157



Haulout Work Wanted
Previous experience
Ph 0417 984 777

CANEGREOWERS Member’s can access to a second
(electronic only) copy of the magazine for free by emailing
info@canegrowers.com.au
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CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the
fight on all issues affecting cane farmers
For the week ending 02 May 2014

NATURAL DISASTER RELIEF
•

CANEGROWERS participated in another DAFF meeting last week providing preliminary damage estimates to the crop
and infrastructure for districts from Mossman to Mackay. Sugar Research Australia has been requested to provide an
assessment of damage which will be finalised mid-May. To date government has activated Category B assistance
measures which provides concessional loans for primary producers.

AGRICULTURAL COMPETITIVENESS WHITE PAPER WHITE PAPER
SUBMISSION
•

CANEGROWERS provided a submission to the Agricultural Competitiveness White Paper. Key issues included continued
funding for R,D&E; Marketing; Trade and market access; Electricity; Water; Environment including Reef and Smartcane
BMP; and Biosecurity.

REEF TRUST MINISTERIAL BRIEFING
•

CANEGROWERS attended a Reef Trust meeting hosted by the Federal Environment Minister Greg Hunt in Cairns. The
meeting involved representatives from Regional NRM bodies, research institutions and CANEGROWERS the only
industry in attendance. The meeting provided the opportunity for CANEGROWERS to outline the industry‘s achievements
under the reef rescue program, the Smartcane BMP program and the advantages in directly investing in the industry under
the Reef Trust program.

MEETING WITH NRM CEO‘S
•

•

•

Rob Cocco, through the Regional Groups Collective of NRM organisations, asked to meet with CANEGROWERS on reef
related programs, funding and Smartcane BMP. This meeting came about through CANEGROWERS continued call for
alignment and coordination of reef programs, products, training and R,D&E to Smartcane BMP, industry programs and
research through SRA.
Brendan Stewart, Paul Schembri, Matt Kealley, Malcolm Petrie and Burn Ashburner met with Rob Cocco (CEO Reef
Catchments NRM), Scott Crawford (CEO NQ Dry Tropics NRM) and Carol Sweatman (CEO Terrain NRM). Each NRM
provided an update as to their activities under Reef Rescue 2 water quality grants, Water Quality Improvement Programs,
Innovation & Game Changer projects and projects within their respective region.
Discussion focused on: innovation and proof-of-concept activities and how these can be validated through industry review
which includes SRA; data collection and alignment with the Smartcane BMP program as the core modules under BMP can
provide aggregated data for water quality modelling; extension and training alignment and coordination with SRA PEC and
Smartcane BMP program; future discussion on funding for Reef Programs and better alignment and coordination of
activities and products with Smartcane BMP to avoid duplication and grower frustration.

BIOSECURITY
•

•

•

•

Matt Kealley attended the first NFF Biosecurity Taskforce meeting in Canberra on 15/04/2014. There has been a recent
change to the Biosecurity and Animal Management Committee and these have been split into to two taskforces:
biosecurity and animal welfare.
The Biosecurity Taskforce has better alignment with biosecurity issues that CANEGROWERS deals with. This taskforce
will cover plant and animal issues with the involvement of Plant Health Australia and Animal Health Australia
acknowledged.
Agenda items included emergency animal disease preparedness, response planning, post-entry quarantine, updates from
Mike Bond the Interim Director General on biosecurity, the Draft Commonwealth Biosecurity Bill and NFF‘s submission on
the Agriculture Competitiveness white paper.
Plant Health Australia and Animal Health Australia presented on enhanced general surveillance and weed incursions
including Red Witchweed.

MILLING RESEARCH ADVISORY COMMITTEE
•

A Milling Research Advisory Committee (MRAC) meeting was attended and the roles of the committee discussed. Two
roles emerged. Firstly, from SRA‘s perspective, they need a committee to review the preliminary research proposals for
attractiveness to the industry. Secondly the members of the committee believe that there is a role to provide a millers view
of the priority areas for RD&E to SRA. This view would be one of the sources in SRA‘s deliberations in developing
priorities in the call for research proposals. This second role is not seen as a requirement of the MRAC from SRA and it
will not be a requirement of the Production Research Advisory Committee.
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Media release: Sugar research body launches
future RD&E roadmap
Sugar Research Australia has announced at the Australian Society of Sugar Cane Technologist (ASSCT)
Conference on the Gold Coast that its future research, development and extension (RD&E) investment program will
concentrate on eight key focus areas.
Launching SRA‘s inaugural 2013/14-2017/18 Strategic Plan, Mr Paul Wright AM, Chairman, SRA said the priorities
were commonly agreed upon by SRA Members, industry representative bodies, levy payers and the research
community during an extensive consultation program in late 2013.
―Our Members and levy payers have asked SRA to provide RD&E solutions that help improve production on the
farm and at the mill, and which can accelerate the transfer of this knowledge into practice. They also want
efficiencies achieved through stronger collaborations with industry and other research organisations,‖ Mr Wright
said.
―The plan which has been built from this feedback provides the road map for SRA‘s direction details how our
organisation will respond to these needs.‖
The research investment program is committed to:

Developing a comprehensive and more efficient variety breeding, selection and release program using
leading edge biotechnology and other technologies.

Improving environmentally-responsive soil health and nutrient management knowledge and tools.

Minimising the economic impacts of pests, diseases and weeds with environmentally -aware
management strategies.

Optimising farming systems and production techniques.

Improving mill capital use, operating efficiencies and sugar quality.

Developing economically-feasible alternative products and uses for sugarcane.
The need to have the knowledge that is produced from these research programs delivered to the farm and the mill,
was also strongly expressed during the consultation process.
―Research will no longer be done in isolation. Knowledge transfer mechanisms and communication channels will be
put in place to ensure information is shared and is provided in a way that can be easily adopted,‖ advised Mr Wright.
Furthermore the plan outlines a range of activities that aim to build the skills shortage in the sugar industry.
―The sugar industry like many other agricultural industries competes for skills. In delivering on the key focus areas in
the plan the sugar industry will remain competitive, profitable and sustainable.
―This in turn will make it a more attractive career option thereby addressing the final priority that was identified
during the consultation process—industry capability,‖ he said.
Throughout the life of the plan, SRA will regularly engage with its Members, industry representative bodies and levy
payers to ensure that the key focus areas are still current.
―As an industry-owned company, SRA needs to respond to industry priorities with good science and it is good
practice to touch base over time to confirm that challenges and opportunities haven‘t changed.
―A perfect example of responding to industry‘s needs is the recent decision by the SRA Board to invest nearly $4
million from reserves in a three-year yellow canopy research program,‖ concluded Mr Wright.
Media contact: Vanessa Sandhu, Communications Manager, Sugar Research Australia, 0419 175 815.
Further information:
The SRA 2013/14-2017/18 Strategic Plan is available for download on the SRA website
http://www.sugarresearch.com.au/page/About_SRA/Corporate_publications/
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Market reports
available for
members

Pricing information
2013 Season Advances & Payments
as at 07 April 2014
% estimated
return

$/tonne IPS
Initial *
22 August 13*
26 September 13*
24 October 13*
21 November 13*
19 December 13*
23 January 14*
20 February 14*
20 March 14*
24 April 14*
22 May 14
26 June 14
Final Payment

$219
$235
$256
$262
$275
$284
$305
$317
$332
$342
$351
$371
$391

Exclusive to CANEGROWERS members a free
market information service is available.
This service includes:

77.5%
82.5%
85.0%
87.5%
90.0%
95.0%
100%

* paid
The Advance Program is a guide only. CANEGROWERS Burdekin takes
no responsibility for its accuracy. It only applies to growers who did not
forward price for 2013 (the default method). Growers who have forward
priced for 2013 will be paid the same percentage of their final expected
proceeds. For individual advance rates check your grower forecast on the
Wilmar website.



A
specially
commissioned
fortnightly
CANEGROWERS Market Report prepared for
CANEGROWERS by Czarnikow Ltd.



The daily sugar and currency market analysis In
the Raw, prepared by Warren Males.



The LMC quarterly Sugar Price Forecasting
Service.

For more information and to subscribe to the
service click here.
QSL daily market reports are available via their
website www.qsl.com.au. To view the daily report
click here.

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices
as at 02 May 2014
Gross
2014 Season
2015 Season

$450
$470

$/Tonne IPS
Net
$431
$451

2016 Season

$478

$458

Estimated QSL 2013 Pool Prices

The Green Pool weekly sugar reports which were
available to growers via the grower web are now
available through the CANEGROWERS Burdekin
website.

As at 11 April 2014

CHAIRS FOR HIRE

$/Tonne IPS
GROSS

% Priced

QSL Harvest Pool

$391

94%

QSL Discretionary Pool

$398

99%

QSL Actively Managed Pool

$409

98%

QSL Growth Pool

$423

93%

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool

$393

100%

QSL US Quota Pool

$489

CANEGROWERS Project and
Training Centre

QSL 2013 Season Forward Pool

$433

99%

QSL 2014 Season Forward Pool

$420

75%

$10 plus $0.50 per Chair
Plus GST
75 Available
To book please phone

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices
published on the QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is
updated regularly and provides a sense of how the QSL-managed pools
are performing over the current season.

4782 1922
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QFF &
NFF
Updates
CANEGROWERS

is an active
member of
National Farmers‘
Federation (NFF)
and Queensland
Farmers
Federation
(QFF) , a
partnership
through which we
have been able to
concentrate and
leverage
influence in areas
of importance to
the cane
industry. As part
of a range of
services, NFF &
QFF provides a
range of
information,
including weekly
cross-commodity
updates.

AGRICULTURAL COMPETITIVENESS WHITE
PAPER
The NFF‘s recent submission to the Agricultural Competitiveness White Paper – Issues Paper will
help assist the Australian Government to identify pathways and approaches for growing Australian
farm profitability and boosting agriculture‘s contribution to economic growth, trade, innovation and
productivity. The submission, which has been developed in conjunction with members, brings
together the NFF‘s views on government policies that will bolster growth and sustainability of the
sector.
The submission suggests generating income will go hand-in-hand with harnessing new
opportunities, some of these include the need to secure comprehensive trade deals, reduce costs
via the removal of red tape and ensure the sector investigates new business models to enhance
productivity. Further to this, the submission also covers the vital need to further unlock the sector‘s
potential, by attracting public and private investment to renew ageing and inefficient infrastructure at
farm-gate and beyond.
Furthermore, the submission is a timely platform to reinvigorate the NFF-led, industry-driven,
Blueprint for Australian Agriculture. An incredible amount of work went into this visionary
document—in fact, it was the first sector-wide effort to set out a strong and sustainable future path
for Agriculture—and the NFF would like to see government policies align with the direction
articulated in this document.
For more, read our release here. See the NFF‘s Submission to the Ag Competitiveness White Paper
Issues Paper here.

NATIONAL WATER COMMISSION UNDER
THREAT
The future of the National Water Commission (NWC), an independent statutory authority which
provides advice on national water issues and audits water reform initiatives, is in doubt after
Parliamentary Secretary for Water, Senator Simon Birmingham, this week confirmed the
commission's role was under close review. While some have argued that the cut could save $30
million over the next four years, the NFF has warned the government to think twice before cutting the
independent water authority.
While the NFF recognises the government is operating within a tight fiscal environment, the view is
that an independent authority, without an agenda and without vested interests, should exist to
oversee the national water reform process. Existing agencies, such as the Murray-Darling Basin
Authority or the Department of the Environment, cannot take on the role. In the NFF's view, agencies
responsible for shaping and implementing water reforms, State and Commonwealth, should not
mark their own homework.

EMISSIONS REDUCTION FUND WHITE PAPER:
SUBMISSION
The Australian Government has today released the Emissions Reduction Fund White Paper. The
White Paper sets out the Government‘s final positions on the design, implementation and ongoing
development of the Emissions Reduction Fund. The NFF will be making a submission, and any
inquiries and feedback should be provided to Jack Knowles at jknowles@nff.org.au. More
information on the White Paper can be found here.

ONE STOP SHOP FOR ENVIRONMENTAL
APPROVALS.
The Australian Government is delivering a ‗one stop shop‘ for environmental approvals that will
accredit State and Territory planning systems under national environmental law, to create a single
environmental assessment and approval process. To achieve this, a three-stage process is being
undertaken with each willing jurisdiction, comprising:
1) Signing a Memorandum of Understanding;
2) Entering into or updating assessment bilateral agreements; and
3) Negotiating approval bilateral agreements
The Department of the Environment has released Standards for Accreditation of Environmental
Approvals to inform the development of approvals bilateral agreements, between the Commonwealth
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NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS REVIEW
STAKEHOLDER FORUMS‘
The Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) and the Australian Bureau of Agricultural and Resource Economics and Sciences
(ABARES) invite stakeholders to attend a National Agriculture Statistics Review forum during April and May 2014. The forum
will provide an opportunity for stakeholders to come together to develop ideas for innovation and improved coordination with
the National Agricultural Statistical Information System to reduce respondent burden and improve data quality. . For more
information about forum locations, dates and time, please contact Lisa Kilsby on 03 6333 5754 or via email
Lisa.Kilby@abs.gov.au

REVIEW OF NATIVE TITLE ACT.
The Australian Law Reform Commission has released an Issues Paper on the Review of the Native Title Act. The paper and
information about making a submission can be found here. Submissions are due 14 May 2014. NFF will be making a
submission. Inquiries and feedback should be provided to Jack Knowles at jknowles@nff.org.au

QUIRY LAUNCHED INTO NATURAL DISASTER ANGEMENTS
THE Federal Government has released the terms of reference for a Productivity Commission inquiry into natural disaster funding
arrangements. The Australian Government has established this inquiry to analyse the full scope of current Commonwealth and
state expenditure on natural disaster mitigation and recovery. The Productivity Commission will identify options for achieving an
effective and sustainable balance between natural disaster recovery and mitigation funding, to help communities better prepare
for disasters.
The Productivity Commission‘s terms of reference provide for consideration of:
• the sustainability and effectiveness of current arrangements for funding natural disaster mitigation, resilience and recovery
initiatives;
• risk management measures available to, and being taken by, asset owners;
• future options to most effectively fund natural disaster recovery and mitigation;
• incentives to support cost-effective decision making; and
• mechanisms and models to prioritise mitigation opportunities and evaluate the costs and benefits of a range of mitigation
options.
Since mid-2009 Commonwealth costs for disaster recovery, under the cost-shared Natural Disaster Relief and Recovery
Arrangements (NDRRA) alone, have exceeded $12 billion. The Commission will report on its draft findings in September 2014
and deliver a final report to the Government at the end of the year. QFF will be making a detailed response to the inquiry.

AGRICULTURE CONFERENCE TO ATTRACT INDUSTRY MAIN
PLAYERS
FURTHER boosting the state‘s farm production will be the focus of the inaugural Queensland Agriculture Conference, to be
held on June 26. The conference is run by the State Government with the theme ‗Growing Opportunities‘ and it will bring
together hundreds of the State‘s top agricultural representatives. Conference sessions will be organised around the Strategy‘s
four key pathways – resources, productivity, markets and production, and will include discussions on economic issues and
agricultural drivers impacting on our priority markets in the G20 and elsewhere. For further information on the Conference
please contact DAFF on 13 25 23 or visit the registration page.

NWC FACING BUDGET CUT
THE ABC reported last week that the National Water Commission could be facing the budget axe from the Commonwealth
Government in May. The report, here, speculates that the commission could be facing the axe altogether after funding cuts in
recent years. The NWC has played a useful role in monitoring and assessing the implementation of the national water reforms
and the development of the Murray Darling Basin Plan. If the decision is made to cut funding to the organisation farmers will be
looking to see that the Federal Government continues to collect extensive data and monitor the implementation of water reforms
which are driving major changes in regional irrigation areas across the country.

CANEGROWERS Directors have an intimate knowledge of local
and regional needs.
CANEGROWERS Directors are growers, just like you, doing
demanding work for little monetary return. They understand your
needs.
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Contact Us
HEAD OFFICE
141 Young Street, Ayr
Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm
bdk@canegrowers.com.au
Fri: 9am - 3pm
4790 3600

Debra Burden

PROJECT
& TRAINING
CENTRE
CANEGROWERS Hall,
68 Tenth Street, Home Hill
Office Open By Appointment
4782 1922

Regional Manager

0417 709 435
4790 3603

Wayne Smith

Manager: Member Services

0428 834 802
4790 3604

Gary Halliday

SmartCane BMP Facilitator

0438 747 596

Michelle Andrews

Manager: Finance & Admin

4790 3602

Tiffany Giardina

Payroll & Administration

4790 3601

Martine Bengoa

Insurance Consultant

4790 3605

Email address: firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au
DIRECTORS
Phil Marano
Chair

marano@bigpond.com

0404 004 371

David Lando
Deputy Chair

david@landoandsons.com.au

0417 770 345

Russell Jordan

jorfar@exemail.com.au

0427 768 479

Owen Menkens

owen_menkens@hotmail.com

0409 480 179

Steven Pilla

mpbella@bigpond.com.au

0417 071 861

Roger Piva

rogerdpiva@gmail.com

0429 483 815

Sib Torrisi

sibbyt58@bigpond.com

0429 827 196

Arthur Woods

artywoods1@bigpond.com

0415 961 945

CANEGROWERS’ leadership has earned the
respect of community, industry and
government for its persistence and
professionalism. The Burdekin’s local and
regional leadership is complemented by
CANEGROWERS’ leadership at national and
international levels.

canenews is read by the majority of Burdekin cane
farmers and their families in the Burdekin. Copies
are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS Offices,
businesses, industry, politicians, Government
Agencies and members of the community.
Published Weekly by:
CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited
ABN:

43 114 632 325

Postal Address: PO Box 933, AYR QLD 4807
Telephone:

(07) 4790 3600

Facsimile:

(07) 4783 4914

Email:

bdk@canegrowers.com.au

Please direct all advertising enquiries and materials
to the above.

Disclaimer
In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our”
means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our
directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter
has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do
our very best to present information that is correct and
accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or
representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or
accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter,
for any purposes.
Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be
excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss,
damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of
the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information
appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole
responsibility and risk associated with the use and results
of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you
agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage
whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of,
or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We
recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any
information provided in this newsletter.

Do you know of any stories that should be in
canenews?
Contact us today with the details

