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ALL MEMBERS ARE
STRONGLY URGED TO ATTEND

Ravensdown to exit Qld
By now most would have heard the extremely disappointing
news that Ravensdown’s Queensland operation ceased trading
this week.
This decision was made by the five man Board of Ravensdown
Fertiliser Australia .... which includes two nominees from
CANEGROWERS being Paul Schembri and Alf Cristaudo with
the majority three nominees being appointed from the parent
NZ based Ravensdown Fertiliser Co-operative. Greg Campbell
is the Chair of RFA and the CEO of the NZ co-operative. Paul
Schembri has advised that together with Alf they fought
strongly for RFA to continue trading for 2014.
A high level review of the actions leading up to this decision
are as follows:
Aug 2013, Greg Campbell states in the Chairmen’s report in
the 2013 Annual Report (click here). “The group NZ and
Australia operations net profit before tax was AUD $5m down
from $40m the previous year. Whilst operations in Qld are
seeing stronger support there is still some way to go before
assets employed are providing adequate returns.
The
businesses in WA & SA lost $18m before tax.
The
Ravensdown group has initiated a wide-ranging strategic
review with the aim of freeing up capital, reducing risk,
improving operating profit and lowering the debt position.
Result selling SA and WA businesses.”
15 Aug, 2013 Canegrowers Burdekin launches it’s “Retain
Ravensdown in the Burdekin” campaign after news that
Ravensdown is exiting WA and SA. The message being that
“every tonne counts”. This campaign is emphasised
consistently.
11 Dec, 2013 Greg Campbell announces at the Annual
General Meeting in Townsville the reasons why Ravensdown
has exited WA and SA and the need for RFA sales to hit the
100,000 tonnage target.

A CANEGROWERS INFORMATION SESSION
ON

THE WILMAR
“NO CHOICE” PROPOSAL
AND CALL TO ACTION
CANEGROWERS CEO & Chair
Brendan Stewart & Paul Schembri
& QSL CEO Greg Beashel
will be in the Burdekin to discuss the
Wilmar proposal

10am, Thursday 22 May
CANEGROWERS Hall
Home Hill
Followed by BBQ Lunch
RSVP by Monday 19 May to Tiffany on 4790 3600
or bdk@canegrowers.com.au
Please RSVP to ensure all attendees will fit in the Hall

Continues page 2
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Ravensdown to exit Qld continued
13 Dec, 2013 Canegrowers Burdekin Chair Phil Marano announces the tonnage target for the Burdekin for 2014/15 season is
12,000 tonnes which is a challenging 40% increase ...but a challenge that must be achieved. Canegrower Burdekin ramps up its
“Retain Ravensdown in the Burdekin” campaign.
8 Apr, 2014 RFA together with NZ parent co-operative run a strategic planning session in Brisbane. Following this meeting Greg
Campbell emphasised that a sustainable business model for RFA is vital but despite best efforts of all parties, this has still to be
achieved. He saw that with CANEGROWERS and Ravensdown working together, we have the best opportunity to create a
sustainable RFA. The new Chair of the NZ parent Co-operative, John Henderson attended the RFA Board Meeting and the
CANEGROWERS workshop report-back session in an observing capacity to familiarise himself with the business.
12 & 13 May, 2014 RFA Board meeting held.
15 May, 2014 Decision announced with Greg Campbell stating “It may come as a surprise for some and a disappointment for
many that we’ve had to take this action. As directors of a loss-making operation, we had to avoid the potential erosion of
shareholder value in terms of their assets and equity. Acting decisively ahead of the busy buying season reduces that risk and
minimises the potential for disruption to fertiliser supply,”
“The hard reality is that despite some excellent support from many growers, we just did not get enough cane growers buying all
their fertiliser from the business. The resulting low margins meant the business was not viable,” said Greg Campbell.
We are of the understanding that the parent NZ co-operative had made the decision it would no longer fund the liquidity of the
RFA operation. A review of the 2012/13 RFA Annual Report indicates that as at the end of last financial year (31 st May 2013)
RFA had a liability of $7.9m owing to its parent NZ co-operative.
Paul Schembri as Chair of CANEGROWERS Qld stated yesterday: “The operation of the fertiliser market in Queensland is very
competitive. The business failed to reach annual volumes of around 90-100,000 tonnes. Coupled with reduced margins, this
placed the business under enormous financial pressure. It is telling that ultimately only 37% of growers supported the
business by purchasing product. A great opportunity to maintain competitive transparency in pricing has been lost. There is no
doubt that for that period we have provided cost saving to farmers of around $20 million and bought transparency and competition
to the market. Growers have equity in the business and we
are leaving no stone unturned to ensure that the rights of
RFA’s preferential shareholders are protected. This is a major
blow for all cane farmers, but again whilst the venture may not
have been sustainable, we can at least demonstrate that we
took decisive action to intervene in the fertiliser market.”
This is a very disappointing blow to the Burdekin as results
from our “Retain Ravensdown in the Burdekin “ campaign had
started to pay off with an increase in tonnage purchased
jumping by over 50% last season from 5,600 to 8,600 tonnes.
Paul Schembri has advised that at this stage “No decisions
have been made by the Board of RFA as to the sale of the
company and assets”. Canegrowers Burdekin is of the view that we cannot allow access to fertiliser via this or a similar
model to be lost and every action must be taken to retain access to fertilise at a cost plus methodology.

We are working with CANEGROWERS Qld to endeavour to hold a meeting
either before or after the Wilmar NO CHOICE forum that is set for next
Thursday morning at CANEGROWERS Hall to discuss this critical matter. This
is a timey opportunity as Paul Schembri will be on hand as will Brendan
Stewart CEO of QCGO. We will confirm details next week.
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CANEGROWERS
Burdekin Ltd

MEDIA RELEASE

Membership Fees

15 May 2014—Customers, employees and suppliers of Ravensdown Fertiliser
Australia (RFA) were told today about the planned orderly wind down.
“It may come as a surprise for some and a disappointment for many that we’ve
had to take this action,” said Greg Campbell Chairman of RFA. “As directors of
a loss-making operation, we had to avoid the potential erosion of shareholder
value in terms of their assets and equity. Acting decisively ahead of the busy
buying season reduces that risk and minimises the potential for disruption to
fertiliser supply,” added Greg.
The decision by RFA to cease trading was made after a strategic review,
undertaken by RFA with Ravensdown Fertiliser Co-operative, commenced in
March. Discussions with the nine employees are taking place and career
counselling is being offered.
The small leased office in Brisbane and store in Mackay would close while
utilising its Townsville fertiliser storage facility and office, until realising the
value RFA holds in this store. After an orderly sale process, funds will be
returned to shareholders in accordance with RFA’s Constitution, under which
RFA’s Redeemable Preference Shareholders have priority over the ordinary
shares held by Ravensdown.
“The hard reality is that despite some excellent support from many growers, we
just did not get enough cane growers buying all their fertiliser from the
business. The resulting low margins meant the business was not viable,” said
Greg Campbell.
Ravensdown Fertiliser Australia was set up in 2009 after cane growers invited
the co-operative to start supplying soil nutrients. The business plan based its
viability on a 100,000 tonnes a year target.
After earning a $1 million profit in its first year and enthusiastic support from
the CANEGROWERS industry organisation, the business invested the equity
raised by the canegrowers in stores and services.
But because of macro factors like cyclones, flooding and depressed world
prices for sugar, the other four years were more challenging with fertiliser
tonnages reaching 70,000 tonnes last year. As a result, the business has lost
an average of $660,000 a year.

For 2014/2015
CBL Administration Fee

21 cents

CBL Water Perils Crop Comp.

2 cents

CGU Fire Perils Crop Comp.

1.86 cents

Qld CANEGROWERS Fee

16.25 cents

Sub Total

41.11 cents
+ GST

SPECIAL 50%
DISCOUNT FOR NEW
MEMBERS
A 50% discount on the total Membership Fee
is on offer for new or re-joining members. For
the 2014/15 year, for any new member who
joins or re-joins CANEGROWERS they will
receive the full benefits of being a member of
CANEGROWERS for half price.
For example the 2014/15 levy is 41.11 cents
the new member would only pay 20.56 cents
per tonne for the 2014/15 year and this would
provide full membership of Canegrowers
Burdekin and CANEGROWERS Qld plus crop
compensation cover for both Water and Fire.
Terms and conditions apply. Available for a limited time only. One condition being
the special 50% discount applies to the full levy for new members/tonnage with up to
and including 40,000 tonnes. For new members with tonnage over 40,000 a special
discount will be negotiated.

CANEGROWERS weather update
The forecast rain outlook for the next
12 months for Brandon is
represented below. To see the latest
forecast for your postcode click here.
The weather tool provides a seven
day forecast for your desired
postcode along with a 12 month
rainfall outlook, SOI information and
sea surface temperatures.
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QSL update

By Carla Keith, QSL Industry Relationship Manager
as at 16 May 2014

During recent weeks we’ve shared a lot of information in this Update and other industry forums regarding the implications of
Wilmar’s announcement that it intends to provide notice to QSL. We have now centralised this information on our website so that
it can be easily accessed and shared. You can find this information, including Fast Facts, News, Frequently Asked Questions and
Industry Links at the following link: http://www.qsl.com.au/developments-queensland-export-sugar-industry.
Alternatively, you can head to our homepage at www.qsl.com.au and just click on the image in the middle of the page that looks
like this:

Our CEO Greg Beashel will also provide a QSL update and will be available for growers’ questions at a series of meetings
organised by CANEGROWERS next week. These Burdekin meeting in on Thursday 22 May at CANEGROWERS Hall, Home
Hill.
If you can’t make one of these meetings and have a question regarding Wilmar’s intention to give notice or any other QSL issue,
please don’t hesitate to contact us at Cathy.Kelly@qsl.com.au / ph: 0409 285 074 or Carla.Keith@qsl.com.au / ph: 0409 372 305.
2013 & 2014 Season Pool Performance
Indicative prices for QSL’s 2014 Pools are now available. Please note that all prices quoted below are indicative only and don’t
include a firm value from the QSL Shared Pool. Growers should always consult their mill for information about their individual
cane payments.
%
2014 QSL Pools
2014
Priced
%
Current as of 25 April 2014
Gross
2013 QSL Pools
2013
Priced
Current as of 25 April 2014
Gross
25%
QSL Harvest Pool
$431
96%
QSL Harvest Pool
$391
35%
QSL Discretionary Pool
$438
100%
QSL Discretionary Pool
$398
32%
QSL Actively Managed Pool
$438
100%
QSL Actively Managed Pool
$410
36%
QSL Growth Pool
$438
100%
QSL Growth Pool
$424
100%
QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool
$433
100%
QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool
$393
0%
QSL US Quota Pool
$586
95%
QSL US Quota Pool
$391 Net
76%
QSL 2014 Season Forward Pool
$425
99%
QSL 2013 Season Forward Pool
$433
6%
QSL 2015 Season Forward Pool
$446
PAY DATE*
2014 SEASON RATE
2013 SEASON
RATE
2014 Indicative Advances Program
Initial
57.5%
57.5%
July 2014
The 2014 Indicative Advances Program has been released. The
August 2014
65.0%
60.0%
initial rate of 57.5% was approved by the QSL Board at its April
September 2014
62.5%
meeting. You will notice that the program is indicating stronger
rates at the front-end of the season in response to feedback
October 2014
70.0%
65.0%
from grower representatives. The aim is to provide larger
November 2014
67.5%
increases with less frequent increments in order to provide more
December 2014
75.0%
70.0%
certainty on cash flow during the season and provide the
January 2015
80.0%
77.5%
maximum amount of funds prior to December.
February 2015
82.5%
82.5%
The program of increases commencing in August as outlined
March 2015
85.0%
85.0%
below, is indicative only and should not be taken as a
April 2015
87.5%
87.5%
commitment by QSL with regard to either the advance rate or
May 2015
90.0%
90.0%
date of increase. The program may change during the season,
June 2015
95.0%
95.0%
depending on movements in the marketing plan, sugar price and
Final 2015
100.0%
100.0%
currency movements, and the timing of shipments to customers.
*Date to be confirmed
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CANEGROWERS call for an immediate 33% cut
in Ergon irrigation tariffs
Motions moved and agreed
at the Power Prices and
Farmers – Decision-making
Forum on May 12:



Adoption of the petition
established in support of
the 33% reduction in
irrigation tariffs.



Investigation of the
legislative framework that
surrounds the setting of
irrigator tariffs T62, T65
and T66.



That an assessment of
the role of government in
the provision of efficient
infrastructure be
undertaken.



That irrigator groups seek
urgent discussion with
State Government
regarding the reduction of
power prices for irrigators.



The Queensland State
Government be requested
to remove the solar bonus
costs imposed on
irrigation tariffs.

Jonathon Pavetto, Ergon’s Chair Malcolm Hall-Brown, Debra Burden and CEO Ian McLeod
Just days after a ground-breaking irrigators’ forum (click here for a video on the forum) at
which Queensland power boss Ian McLeod was asked to deliver an immediate 33% power
price cut for the state’s irrigator farmers, the shout is becoming a roar.
Over 550 signatures have already been collected on a petition to go to the State Government
– 100% owner of Ergon Energy – with the demand. The petition is due to close on May 29,
and its sponsor, Burnett MP Stephen Bennett, will table it.

The Ergon CEO and the Chair of the Queensland Competition Authority Dr Malcolm Roberts,
both of whom attended the open meeting, also have been required to undertake a series of
actions after the Power Prices and Farmers – Decision-making Forum, held in Bundaberg on May 12. These are:



That Ergon Energy CEO Ian McLeod respond to the question “Does he, as CEO of Ergon Energy, accept as correct the
findings of the research undertaken by CANEGROWERS Queensland using Ergon’s own data which indicates that a 33%
reduction in irrigators’ power prices would be revenue-neutral for Ergon Energy and generate income for the State
Government? (Note: Mr McLeod indicated he needed a period of time to review the data, including the factsheet and
supporting documents, all of which were supplied to him by CANEGROWERS Queensland months and weeks in advance of
the forum.)



That Dr Roberts determine exactly what percentage of Queensland irrigators’ electricity bills is a result of the costs of the
solar bonus scheme.



That Dr Roberts provide a complete breakdown of the causal factors of the 90% increase in irrigator tariffs T62, T65 and T66
over the past seven years.

A deadline of May 26, 2014 was put on each one, in agreement with Mr McLeod and Dr Roberts, and each of the actions
stemmed from the Ergon CEO and QCA Chairman being unable to respond to some specific questions at the forum – something
which provoked severe criticism from many of the 250-plus hard-hit growers who attended.
The at-times fiery forum came about after groups representing irrigator farmers – who comprise 60% of farmers in Queensland
and crops ranging from cotton to macadamias, sugar to small crops – were told in discussions with the State Government that the
decision to reduce prices by 33% for farmers immediately sat with Mr McLeod, as operational head of Ergon.
But Mr McLeod shunted the decision back onto the State Government and the QCA, while the QCA Chair said he was just
following the State Government’s regulations.
The irrigators’ call for a 33% cut came after extensive research was undertaken using Ergon Energy’s own figures spanning 16
years, which Mr McLeod agreed in the forum that he had provided. It showed that because growers have been turning off as
power prices have soared by 90% over seven years, the 33% would actually increase Ergon’s profits because farmers would be
able to irrigate once again.
Continues page 6
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New Chief
Executive
Officer
appointed to
QCA
The
Board
of
the
Queensland
Competition Authority (QCA) is pleased
to announce the appointment of Mr John
Hindmarsh as its new Chief Executive
Officer. He will commence on 14 July
2014.
“Mr Hindmarsh will bring to the QCA a
strong commercial focus, reflecting more
than thirty years experience in finance
and investment. John’s knowledge of
debt markets and risk management will
be especially useful for the QCA’s work
as
an
economic
regulator
of
infrastructure services,” said QCA
chairman Malcolm Roberts.
Since 2002, Mr Hindmarsh has been
CEO of the Tasmanian Public Finance
Corporation (TASCORP). TASCORP
raises and invests funds on behalf of the
State Government. It is required by law
to operate as a business achieving
commercial returns and managing its
risks. TASCORP decides the borrowing
limits for each state government
business enterprise.
Mr Hindmarsh’s earlier roles include
senior positions at Auckland City
Council, Westpac and the ANZ Bank. He
has a Master of Business Administration
degree and is a graduate of the
Australian
Institute
of
Company
Directors.
“Over the last 12 months, the QCA has
added new responsibilities for regulation
reform and productivity to our traditional
role in economic regulation. Delivering
on these new responsibilities has seen
cultural and organisational changes at
the QCA.

CANEGROWERS call for an
immediate 33% cut in Ergon
irrigation tariffs continued
“It is shown quite clearly by Ergon’s own figures that as power prices have
continued to hike up and up, irrigators have had no choice but to switch off,” said
Tom Chesson, CEO of the National Irrigators Council. The National Irrigators
Council has 33 member organisations.
“If Ergon and the QCA follow their current plant to raise irrigator tariffs T62, T65
and T66 by up to 16.3% again this year, our research shows that Ergon will lose
$4 million in revenue this year – simply because even more irrigators will have to
move to dry cropping. Its agricultural suicide, and a death blow to the farming
industry in Queensland.”
Joe Russo, Director of CANEGROWERS Queensland, said: “Analysis of Ergon
data spanning 16 years which has been provided to us by the electricity utility
shows that power use by irrigators is responsive to prices. As prices go up, the
water goes off.”
Andrew Capello, Chairman of Mackay Sugar and Chairman of the Pioneer Valley
Water Board, told the forum on May 12 that the soaring power prices had cost the
sugar industry in his region $72 million in lost gross revenue in 2013 alone.
Other farmers told the forum how they were having to borrow just to pay their
power bills – and that without immediate electricity price relief they would go to the
wall.
Allan Dingle, Senior Vice-Chairman of CANEGROWERS Queensland, said: “I told
Ian McLeod at the forum that it was the Ergon CEO’s job to deliver affordable
electricity to growers, who are at the heart of so many Queensland communities
and who are seeing their livelihoods dry up before their eyes. We need irrigation
for our crops, and we have provided the research – through highly qualified
economists who have drilled down through Ergon’s own data – that shows this can
be delivered.”
Mr McLeod would not commit at the forum to any cuts in power prices at the
forum, saying only that he hoped to stabilise prices at their current high levels over
the next five years.

Support the CANEGROWERS campaign petitioning the Queensland
Parliament for a 33% reduction to irrigation electricity tariffs.
The e-petition available here is easy to follow.
On the first page click on the green “yes” and then you simply work
your way through the e-petition.
Please encourage your family and friends to also log their support....it is
vital that the Government understands the pain the current electricity
prices are inflecting on farmers.

“The Board will work closely with John to
accelerate the evolution of the QCA into
a more flexible organisation working
across a broader range of economic
regulatory and policy issues,” said
Malcolm Roberts.
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We need your support
NOW!
Contact us and book your place in a
group or individual workshop
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QSL Market Update

DATES TO
REMEMBER

By Ginette Barratt, QSL Liquidity Manager
as at 12 May 2014

CANEGROWERS
Information Session,
Thursday 22 May, 10am
at CANEGROWERS Hall
Home Hill, followed by a
BBQ lunch
Landcare Meeting,
Tuesday 3 June, 5pm at
BSC John Hy Peake
Room
National Tree Day,
Sunday 27 July, Juru
Walk Plantation Park

Sugar
The raw sugar market has generally tracked lower, with the July 14 contract ending the
fortnight at 17.20 cents per pound. The 2014 season is currently pricing at $430 Aussie
dollars
per
tonne
for
the
Australian
sugar
producers.
With no fundamental news to influence the market it continued to trade in a sideways
pattern.
Brazil remains dry with further dry conditions forecast. The Brazilian Real also weakened
slightly. The Indian crop is ending higher than expected, however exports will be low as
India is experiencing higher domestic prices. The growing probability of an El Nino weather
event remains the focus for significant market movements.
The sugar outlook remains positive, with the global sugar balance tightening in response to
the lower sugar prices. A lift in prices will be influenced by the market’s ability to consume
or store the surplus and the potential El Nino event.
Currency
The Australian dollar strengthened over the fortnight almost hitting 94 US cent last week,
the highest since November 2013. However it is now trading closer to 93.50 US cent.
All eyes were on the Budget release, which is seen as a potential negative for the
Australian dollar as the Government looks to tighten the purse strings and reign in the
deficit at a time when the economy remains fragile.
QSL sees the Aussie dollar consolidating in the short-term, moving to the lower-end of
recent ranges, towards 91 US cents. Sustained weakness is less likely until later into 2014
as declining commodity prices eventually weigh on the currency again.

SCAN HERE

www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au

The CANEGROWERS
Burdekin App is available by
scanning the above QR
code

FREE

@BurdekinCANE

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd

CANEGROWERS Members
can access a second
(electronic only) copy of the
magazine for free by
emailing
info@canegrowers.com.au

The Legal Guide for
Primary Producers is
available from the Ayr
office.
Drop in today to pick up
a copy.
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Pricing information

CHAIRS FOR HIRE

2013 Season Advances & Payments
as at 07 May 2014
% estimated
return

$/tonne IPS
Initial *
22 August 13*
26 September 13*
24 October 13*
21 November 13*
19 December 13*
23 January 14*
20 February 14*
20 March 14*
24 April 14*
22 May 14
26 June 14
Final Payment

$219
$235
$256
$262
$275
$284
$305
$317
$332
$341
$349
$368
$388

CANEGROWERS Project and
Training Centre
77.5%
82.5%
85.0%
87.5%
90.0%
95.0%
100%

* paid
The Advance Program is a guide only. CANEGROWERS Burdekin takes
no responsibility for its accuracy. It only applies to growers who did not
forward price for 2013 (the default method). Growers who have forward
priced for 2013 will be paid the same percentage of their final expected
proceeds. For individual advance rates check your grower forecast on the
Wilmar website.

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices
as at 16 May 2014
Gross

$/Tonne IPS

2014 Season
2015 Season

$453
$474

$430
$454

2016 Season

$486

$466

Estimated QSL 2013 Pool Prices

Market reports
available for
members
Exclusive to CANEGROWERS members a free
market information service is available.
This service includes:



A
specially
commissioned
fortnightly
CANEGROWERS Market Report prepared for
CANEGROWERS by Czarnikow Ltd.



The daily sugar and currency market analysis In
the Raw, prepared by Warren Males.



The LMC quarterly Sugar Price Forecasting
Service.

For more information and to subscribe to the service
click here.

As at 25 April 2014
$/Tonne IPS
GROSS

% Priced

QSL Harvest Pool

$391

96%

QSL Discretionary Pool

$398

100%

QSL Actively Managed Pool

$410

100%

QSL Growth Pool

$424

100%

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool

$393

100%

QSL US Quota Pool

$10 plus $0.50 per Chair
Plus GST
75 Available
To book please phone

QSL daily market reports are available via their
website www.qsl.com.au. To view the daily report
click here.

$387 net

QSL 2013 Season Forward Pool

$433

99%

QSL 2014 Season Forward Pool

$425

76%

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices
published on the QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is
updated regularly and provides a sense of how the QSL-managed pools
are performing over the current season.

The Green Pool weekly sugar reports which were
available to growers via the grower web are now
available through the CANEGROWERS Burdekin
website.
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Send through your free
job listings to
bdk@canegrowers.com.au



Haulout Work Wanted
HR Licence, previous experience
Ph 0448 950 890

Haulout / Harvester/
Mud Truck Work Wanted
HR Licence, forklift, C6,
white card, first aid
Ph 0450 148 140



Haulout Work Wanted
HR ^& forklift licence, previous experience
Ph 0498 515 128





Haulout Work Wanted
HR licence, 5 years experience
Ph 0403 863 717


Farm Work Wanted
Tractor Experience
Ph 0426 661 294

Work Wanted
Experience in welding,
machine operation, labouring
Ph 0435 021 395


Haulout Work Wanted
HR licence, front end loader
Ph 0458 355 658


TECHCLINIC
“For Queensland to develop international best practice in the
management of agricultural plastic waste”.

The Department of State Development, Infrastructure &
Planning are holding a TECHCLINIC on

Thursday 12 June
CANEGROWERS Hall, Home Hill
A TECHCLINIC is designed to address a complex industry
issue by bring together a group of between 20 to 40 people
who are representative of the whole supply chain. The goal is
to innovatively come to a solution that is commercially viable.
If you are interested in being part of the TECHCLINIC or if you
wish to put forward your thoughts please

contact Debra on 0417 709 435.
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QFF &
NFF
Updates
CANEGROWERS

is an active
member of
National Farmers’
Federation (NFF)
and Queensland
Farmers
Federation
(QFF) , a
partnership
through which we
have been able to
concentrate and
leverage
influence in areas
of importance to
the cane
industry. As part
of a range of
services, NFF &
QFF provides a
range of
information,
including weekly
cross-commodity
updates.

NFF/Suncorp Bank Farm Finance Forum
In partnership with Suncorp Bank, the NFF this week held its first Farm Finance Forum in Canberra.
The forum brought together a group of key thought leaders with practical experience in Australian
agriculture to examine how family farm business models can successfully compete in the future, and
the different models they can consider or adapt to help them do so. The forum provided a unique
opportunity to come together on shared concerns, allowing participants to discuss insights, and
generate new ideas. Some of the areas discussed included access to finance for established and
new entrants, transition pathways for farm succession, and current levels of debt in the farm
community. Overall, the day was productive and interesting, and it is anticipated that a second forum
will be held later in the year.
For more, read our media release here.

ACCC launch proceedings against Coles
The NFF has this week welcomed legal proceedings launched by the Australian Competition and
Consumer Commission (ACCC) against Coles. The ACCC alleged that in 2011, Coles sought to
boost earnings by requiring grocery suppliers to pay ongoing rebates, and if the supplier declined the
agreement, allegedly threatened them with commercial consequences.
NFF is of the view the supermarket heavyweights have considerable power when it comes to dealing
with suppliers, and unfortunately, suppliers and farmers don’t often have that same bargaining power.
The NFF understands the importance of a food supply chain, where all players—farmers, processors
and retailers—have the opportunity to make a profit, and are not subject to a misuse of market power
by one player against another. Hence, it is important that Coles has a chance to respond.
The NFF maintains its principal policy of supporting a mandatory code that ensures transparency
and equity across the supply chain. Last year, the NFF was part of the discussion which lead to the
development of a prescribed voluntary code between retailers and processors. Should the ACCC’s
current allegations prove true, this will add weight to the NFF’s decision to move towards a mandatory
approach. However, it will be important to continue to monitor the development of the prescribed
voluntary code in terms of a way forward on this issue. For more information, see our media release
here.

Agriculture in Education funding
This week NFF advocated strongly to relevant Federal Ministers and the Departments of Education
and Agriculture that funding achieved through the Government’s $2 million election commitment for
agriculture in education programs should be targeted directly to programs that will deliver value for
money to the industry. The NFF is part of a Panel set up to determine funding and delivery
arrangements with the first lot of funding due to be distributed by 30 June 2014.

National Food Brand Results Webinar
The Australian Trade Commission (Austrade) is holding two industry webinars on 21 and 28 May
2014 (two date options; same webinar) to present the results of the international research for the
National Food Brand. The National Food Brand research program has been exploring trade and
consumer perceptions in six markets: China, Japan, India, Indonesia, the UAE and USA. Specifically,
the webinars will showcase perceptions of overseas buyers about Australian produce, outline the real
rivals in emerging markets, turning strengths into new opportunities and much more. The webinar is
free, but registration is required Please see the Austrade website here for registration and further
details of the webinars.

Landcare call for Abstracts
Landcare Australia has extended their call for abstracts for the 2014 National Landcare Conference,
to be held September 17-19, 2014 at Crown Conference Centre, Melbourne. Landcare are seeking
presentations for the concurrent session that showcase the Landcare approach to agriculture and
natural resource management, touching on the conference theme of ‘Celebrating our history –
growing our future’. Anyone involved in Landcare is eligible to submit an abstract. Authors are invited
to submit an abstract of no more than 500 words which concisely outlines the aims and content of
their proposed presentation. For more information and for submission details, visit the Landcare page
here.
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Contact Us
HEAD OFFICE
141 Young Street, Ayr
Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm
bdk@canegrowers.com.au
Fri: 9am - 3pm
4790 3600

Debra Burden

PROJECT
& TRAINING
CENTRE
CANEGROWERS Hall,
68 Tenth Street, Home Hill
Office Open By Appointment
4782 1922

Regional Manager

0417 709 435
4790 3603

Wayne Smith

Manager: Member Services

0428 834 802
4790 3604

Gary Halliday

SmartCane BMP Facilitator

0438 747 596

Michelle Andrews

Manager: Finance & Admin

4790 3602

Tiffany Giardina

Payroll & Administration

4790 3601

Martine Bengoa

Insurance Consultant

4790 3605

Email address: firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au
DIRECTORS
Phil Marano
Chair

marano@bigpond.com

0404 004 371

David Lando
Deputy Chair

david@landoandsons.com.au

0417 770 345

Russell Jordan

jorfar@exemail.com.au

0427 768 479

Owen Menkens

owen_menkens@hotmail.com

0409 480 179

Steven Pilla

mpbella@bigpond.com.au

0417 071 861

Roger Piva

rogerdpiva@gmail.com

0429 483 815

Sib Torrisi

sibbyt58@bigpond.com

0429 827 196

Arthur Woods

artywoods1@bigpond.com

0415 961 945

CANEGROWERS’ leadership has earned the
respect of community, industry and
government for its persistence and
professionalism. The Burdekin’s local and
regional leadership is complemented by
CANEGROWERS’ leadership at national and
international levels.

canenews is read by the majority of Burdekin cane
farmers and their families in the Burdekin. Copies
are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS Offices,
businesses, industry, politicians, Government
Agencies and members of the community.
Published Weekly by:
CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited
ABN:

43 114 632 325

Postal Address: PO Box 933, AYR QLD 4807
Telephone:

(07) 4790 3600

Facsimile:

(07) 4783 4914

Email:

bdk@canegrowers.com.au

Please direct all advertising enquiries and materials
to the above.

Disclaimer
In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our”
means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our
directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter
has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do
our very best to present information that is correct and
accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or
representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or
accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter,
for any purposes.
Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be
excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss,
damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of
the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information
appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole
responsibility and risk associated with the use and results
of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you
agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage
whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of,
or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We
recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any
information provided in this newsletter.

Do you know of any stories that should be in
canenews?
Contact us today with the details

