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CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd  Newsletter Edition 2016/08 Distributed: Friday 4 March 2016 

Looking back to the 2012 
Local Council Election 
With the 2016 Council election just around the corner, it is 

worth having a look at the last election. 

Key points of interest from 2012, include: 

 At the time the election roll was closed in 2012, there were 

11,930 electors for this region 

 25% of the votes were placed prior to the actual voting 

day either by postal voting or by Pre-Poll 

 0.86% of the votes placed were informal 

Mayoral candidates: 

Lyn McLaughlin was the sitting Mayor and Bill Lowis was the 

challenger.  The votes went firmly in Bill’s favour with 60% 

(6,111) compared to 40% (4,105) for Lyn. 

Councillor candidates: 

 there were 14 candidates for councillors compared to 20 

candidates this year 

 three sitting councillors who had all stood for re-election 

were unsuccessful being Treena List (4,543 votes 7.75%), 

Mark Haynes (4,072 votes 6.94%) and Ennio Gazziola 

(3,814 votes 6.5%) 

 no councillor candidates received over 10% of the vote 

 how the region voted highest number of votes received to 

the lowest: 

1. Uli Liessmann   5,679  votes  9.68%  

2. Pierina Dalle Cort 5,413  votes 9.23% 

3. Lou Loizou   5,288  votes 9.02% 

4. Ted Bawden   5,175  votes 8.82% 

5. Lyndy McCathie  5,113  votes 8.72% 

6. Ross Lewis    4,639  votes 7.91% 

Commitments from 
Councillor candidates on 
General Rates 
With the local government election voting to be take place on 

Saturday 19th March, CANEGROWERS Burdekin has provided 

the following information to the 20 councillor candidates and 

has sought from the candidates their commitment on keeping 

any future increases in General Rates at an affordable level 

and on treating cane farmers fairly.   

Candidates responses received to date are contained in the 

following pages...additional responses will be included in next 

week’s edition of canenews. 

We provided the following information provided to the 20 

candidates: 

The cane farming industry annually contributes around $300m 

of revenue to the Burdekin economy  and the region’s 

economic well-being is reliant on the viability of the cane 

industry.  

As international price takers, the revenue of the majority of the 

region’s cane farmers has been flat for several decades, whilst 

at the same time their key input costs have increased 

substantially.  

The Australian Bureau of Agricultural and Resource Economics 

and Sciences (ABARES) Research report dated December 

2015 (click here) indicates that for the last two financial years 

over 50% of Burdekin cane farming entities did not make a 

profit. 

The ABARES Report also indicates that on a per hectare basis 

Burdekin cane farmers are paying $155 per hectare for Council 

rates, this is the highest of any of the cane farming regions.     

The years of cane farmers carrying more than their fair share of 

council rates is well behind us.   

In addition, the change of financial circumstances of cane 

farmers has a flow on to the Burdekin economy with the effect 

that many residents and businesses have also had to do more 

with less.       

Local Government election 

Mayoral  Candidates 
The Board of Canegrowers Burdekin will  meet  with the two 

mayoral candidates, being  current Mayor Bill Lowis and 

previous Mayor Lyn McLaughlin on Tuesday 8th March.   

http://www.agriculture.gov.au/abares/display?url=http://143.188.17.20/anrdl/DAFFService/display.php?fid=pb_asffpd9absf20151218.xml
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Councillor candidates address general rates 
Below is the responses received to date from the candidates on the topic of general rates as advised on page 1 of the canenews. 

Q1 If elected, do you give your commitment to vote against any General Rate increase greater than the Consumer Price Increase 

(CPI)? 

Q2 If elected, in regards to General Rates, do you give your commitment to vote against any increase in the Rate in the Dollar for 

Category D Rural Sugar Cane until the percentage of General Rates paid by cane farmers (currently 44%) is no more than the 

“total valuation of all cane farm land as a percentage of the total valuation of all land in the Shire” (currently 26%)? 

Candidate Q1 Q2 Comment 

Suzette Wallace    

Terry Cross See 

comment 

See 

comment 

1. YES provided Canegrowers supports that this will result in reduced Council works 
and services 

2. YES provided Canegrowers supports that this will result in reduced Council works 
and services 

I do support that these proposals be thoroughly researched and results clearly 
communicated with ratepayers by the new Council before budget adoption. 

Chris Hyden YES YES To address your request for commitment to supporting your position on rates I will say 
your statements ABSOLUTELY reflect my position and is one of my main motivations 
for standing in this election. 

These inequities must be addressed.  

The creeping rates and increased fees are distorting the costs of business. 

I have farmed in Dalbeg for 36 years ; bred the Australian Brahman Cow of the year; 
Been NQ Rural Woman of the Year; held senior positions in Government ie 
Queensland Vice President of Women in Local Government ; Roundtable Member of 
Ministers Advisory Committees and Trade Delegate [Australian] to Spain and France; 
Australian Representative at the International Women in Rural Industries Conference 
etc. and feel these credentials can allow me to voice an experienced dialogue on issues 
which need some focused and magnified examinations in the next term of Council. 

These issues you have raised and their effect on the costs of business need to be 
examined, and bench-marked against similar shires to raise a proven argument using 
best practice examples . Then inappropriate structures can be redesigned. This is going 
to need six councilors with the ability and commitment to follow through with this 
process. 

I will, with all I can bring to the team this shire elects, be unceasing in my quest for this 
to be the path the rates debate takes from the very beginning of this term. 

In the cold reality of our process it depends on the voters which issues are seen as 
priorities. Rural industry was kind to Alex and me but the recent policies of all 
government have not helped when things toughened up. 

Burdekin, despite being a rural shire has not had a rural voice for many years and it 
shows in the direction of policy and management. 

We need to be capably represented at the table for things to improve .That is entirely up 
to the Shire when it votes. I truly hope , for all of us, they recognize our industry and 
vote for balance.  

Ted Bawden YES YES  

Tony Goddard    

John Woods See 

comment 

See 

comment 

I will make a commitment to working as hard as I can to ensure all Burdekin ratepayers 
are treated fairly. I am currently concerned that from the information I have been able to 
gather, and supported by your email, that the cane-farming sector appears to be paying 
a disproportionate share of the rate income. 

I refuse to answer your questions with a yes or no answer as you are asking for a 
commitment to  a position where I don’t hold all the information. I also believe it is far 
better to work with those elected to achieve a desired outcome rather than just be 
against the budget.  The CPI has little relevance to the cost pressures in running 
Council operations in exactly the same way CPI has little to do with the cost pressures 
of Farming.  

I can assure you of my support in trying to get the disproportion of rate income from 
Category D addressed.  
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Candidate Q1 Q2 Comment 

Roger Piva YES YES  

Perina Dalle Cort    

Arron Klumpp YES YES  

Lyndy McCathie,     

Raelene Grantz    

Eddie Smallwood YES YES  

Des Viero YES YES As a cane farmer myself, I intend to stand up for and represent all farmers as best i 
possibly can so naturally my answers are yes and yes.  

Cheryl Platt    

Sue Perry    

Richard Wall YES YES  

Larry Bradford YES YES One of my key point, is to work with the council finance team to develop a rate system 
that is fair to all parties. 

Why the cane farmer is paying approx 3 times that of Cat A is beyond me. 

I worked for the council for 24 years before going to Brisbane and working for a private 
contracting company for 20 years. 

I retired last year and returned home. 

The residence of this shire need to accept that the town people need the farmers just as 
much as the farmers need the town people. 

Hopefully this will give you an insight on where I am at and what my goals will be. 

Uli Liessmann YES YES  

John Bonanno     

Ross Lewis    

Burdekin candidates address general rates 

Ayr Chamber of Commerce hosts a 
Burdekin candidates meet & greet 
An official meet and greet will be held next Tuesday 8th March to introduce the 20 Councillor candidates and 2 Mayoral 

candidates to the community.  The event will be held in the Theatre Foyer and commence at 5.30pm with a meet and greet, and 

continue to introductions of the Councillor candidates and Mayoral Candidates by 6pm.  A brief overview by Both Mayoral 

candidates will be presented followed by question time.  The event is expected to be concluded by approximately 6.30pm. 

Now is your opportunity to meet the prospective Councillor candidates and raise any issues with the Mayoral candidates.  

To assist with catering and seating it would be appreciated if you could RSVP in order to gauge attendance numbers to Ayr 

Chamber of Commerce, ph 4783 5203 or email ayrchamber@bigpond.com  

Councillor candidates above appear in ballot order, the blank spaces above indicate we have yet to receive a response from the 

candidate.  This table will be updated and reproduced in next week’s edition of canenews. 

Canegrowers Burdekin has invited the 20 Councillor candidates to provide a profile on themselves which we will include in this 

weeks and next week’s edition of canenews.  

All welcome 

mailto:ayrchamber@bigpond.com
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Phone Brendon 0428 220 789 
20 Westcott Road Homebush Qld 4737 

 

WESTCOTT 

ENGINEERING 

Harvester Blade Re-sharpening  
ALL SIZES 

 
VARIOUS SIZED RESHARPENED HARVESTER BLADES  

FOR SALE 
 

Tungsten Hardfacing 
ON ALL EQUIPMENT 

 

 EXCAVATOR TEETH 

 BUCKET TEETH 

 RIPPER POINTS 

 BASECUTTER DISKS 
   (BUILT-UP, REPAIRED AND HARD FACED) 

 HARVESTER SHOES 
   (BUILT-UP, REPAIRED AND HARD FACED) 

 FAN HARD FACING & BALANCING 

WILL PICK UP & DELIVER FOR LARGE QUANTITIES 

Has Burdekin Council 
maintained your road in 
accordance with their 
service level manual? 
The processes used to identify and carry out repairs within the 

Burdekin Shire are contained within the Council’s Transport 

Maintenance Level of Service Manual.  This document can be 

viewed by clicking here. 

The Service Manual contains sections for sealed and unsealed 

roads which are then categorised into State controlled Highway 

and Main Roads; Arterial Roads; and Local Access Roads.  

The different categories then have a regular inspection interval 

allocated eg. once a week for Highway and Main Roads, 3 

months for Arterial Roads and 6 months for Local Access 

Roads. 

Each inspection is to determine if there any defects requiring 

attention eg potholes, corrugations or damaged edges and 

then a risk based priority for timing to repair the defect is 

allocated.   Once a defect is identified and prioritised then there 

is a period of time in which the Service Manual indicates the 

defect should be attended to which ranges from 5 days to 60 

days. 

The Service Manual also contains service level information in 

respect to Footpaths, Drainage (includes several types of 

drains) and associated road infrastructure such as line 

marking, signage and guide posts. 

Councillor candidate 
profile - Larry Bradford 

Burdekin raised and based, Larry Bradford has 20 years 

commercial experience and business qualifications. 

If elected Larry will endeavour to: 

 Review and identify council inefficiencies and implement 

improvements 

 Work with small business and schools to improve youth 

employment opportunities 

 Improve communication between council and shire 

residents 

 Improve local infrastructure including roads, water and 

sewerage systems 

Larry’s top projects he will be pushing for if elected are: 

 Review of council structure and operational procedures to 

identify inefficiencies and recommend the necessary 

changes to reduce costs 

 Work with council financial team to develop a more 

equitable rating system 

 Lobby State and Federal agencies for available grants for 

projects, sporting clubs, infrastructure improvements, 

training and employment incentives 

 Seal all streets and roads in and around townships and /or 

localities within the Shire 

 Lobby State and Federal Government to replace the 

Haughton River Bridge 

 Lobby State and Federal agencies to clean out the natural 

waterways to ensure rivers and creeks are flushed at 

every opportunity to enhance potential for professional and 

amateur fisherman alike. 

Canegrowers Burdekin has invited all candidates to provide a 

profile which we will include in this weeks and next week’s 

edition of canenews.  

http://www.burdekin.qld.gov.au/wp/media/downloads/2013/03/RoadsAndFootpathsMaintenance_ServiceLevelManualV1.1.pdf


 

 5 

Medical cannabis 

The recent amendment of the Narcotics Act by the Federal 

Government to allow the use of medicinal cannabis for medical 

purposes has opened up a number of opportunities for our 

farmers.   

Whilst there is still some work to be done around the 

development of supporting regulations, the door is now open to 

pursue opportunities for the cultivation of cannabis for 

medicinal purposes.  

Understandably,  there will be strict security principles in place, 

however by virtue of a Commonwealth Licence there are 

provisions within the Bill that allows for earlier authorisation of a 

State to commence cultivation before the full scheme comes 

into operation.   

The Burdekin is ideally situated to capitalise on this opportunity 

to grow medicinal cannabis.  We have the climate, land, water 

and more importantly the necessary farmer expertise to grow 

this crop and our ready access to major transport infrastructure 

makes this area ideally suited to growing medicinal cannabis.  

Given the uncertainty in the sugar industry at the moment I see 

this as a golden opportunity for our farmers to diversify and 

spread their risk by growing an alternative crop such as 

medicinal cannabis.  

Harvest Management 
Meeting 
The Harvest Management Group held their first meeting for 

2016 on Wednesday.   

The meeting was convened at Wilmar’s Burdekin Cane Supply 

Offices which have been moved from Pioneer Mill to what was 

the Inkerman Mill administration and site management offices. 

Directors Owen Menkens and Sib Torrisi along with Member 

Services Manager Wayne Smith represented 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd at the meeting. 

Wilmar Agriculture Production Manager Peter Larsen (who was 

deputising for SRA Project Officer Phil Patane) gave an update 

on the harvesting related investigations and trials that have 

been conducted over the last year.  The results and information 

around billet length, extraneous matter levels, the EHS 

chopper box and Blakey cutting disc will be presented at the 

Harvesting Forum in the first week of May.  

Most of the work and investigation that is being done is 

Burdekin focused and is trying to influence change in the 

harvesting sector for the benefit of everyone. 

Harvest grouping applications for 2016 were presented by the 

relevant mill area Wilmar logistic officers to the group meeting 

along with the appropriate commentary. 

The grouping applications along with siding change 

applications are now listed for viewing on the Wilmar Grower 

Web and growers are advised that under the guidelines any 

submission or objections regarding the applications are to be 

lodged with Wilmar Transport Manager Peter Luke by Friday 

11th March. 

Wilmar Burdekin Cane Supply Manager Steve Postma 

confirmed that for budgeting purposes Wilmar are using a crop 

estimate of 7.69 million tonnes for the 2016 harvest and that 

the gathering and collation of information on the cane available 

for harvest to prove up the 2016 estimate is a work in progress. 

The next harvest management group meeting will be held 

towards the end of April where the start of harvesting for the 

2016 season will be the priority topic. 
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You can join the QSL mailing list to receive weekly 

updates from QSL as well as other QSL news and 

information. 

To join the mailing list  click here. 

 

NFF announces new leadership team 
The National Farmers’ Federation (NFF) has today announced the appointment of Tony Mahar as the 

organisation’s incoming Chief Executive Officer (CEO), effective 14 March, 2016. 

Mr Mahar has been a key member of the NFF’s leadership team since mid-2012 as Deputy CEO and will take over from Simon 

Talbot who has served as CEO, and spearheaded a number of transformational initiatives within the organisation, for the past 18 

months. 

NFF President Brent Finlay said he was delighted to announce the appointment of Mr Mahar, who has an outstanding track 

record across economics, trade and broader agricultural policy. 

“Tony has been one of the key drivers in setting a new clear and progressive strategic direction for the organisation and how it will 

best represent the Australian agriculture industry,” Mr Finlay said. 

“He has some of the nation’s best skills across agriculture and economics and, due to his knowledge and experience, is 

undoubtedly the best person to lead the NFF and drive the implementation of the organisation’s future strategy in what is an 

exciting growth stage for both our organisation and the broader industry.” 

Mr Finlay paid tribute to outgoing CEO Simon Talbot, who has taken up an opportunity in the corporate sector, and applauded the 

leadership he has shown in what has been a significant period of transformation for Australia’s peak body for agriculture. 

“Simon’s achievements have been extensive and have included making significant progress towards the establishment of a 

unified model for farm representation, the development of a national digital agricultural service and a stronger voice for Australian 

agriculture through more targeted lobbying in media, political and business circles,” he said. 

“Simon’s broad experience in the corporate sector has been invaluable at a critical time for agricultural representation as 

evidenced by the development of a clear strategic direction for the NFF and a broadened revenue base, both of which will 

continue to benefit the farmers we represent.  

“Simon will now focus on finalising a series of commercial arrangements for a number of weeks to ensure a clear handover to the 

new Executive at NFF.  He is a strong supporter of digital agriculture and recognises the critical role it will play in the future growth 

of our industry.” 

In another key announcement current CEO of the NSW Farmers’ Association, Matt Brand, has been seconded on a part-time 

basis to the position of NFF’s Executive Director of Integration and Digital. 

Mr Brand will steer the next stage of the NFF’s Project Streamline and Strengthen (PSS) which has been has been developed to 

strengthen agricultural representation, remove duplicated structures and to streamline resources to ensure a stronger, more 

effective voice for farmers across Australia.  It has been overwhelmingly endorsed by the NFF’s member organisations and will 

also include the NFF’s innovative new Digital Platform. 

“Matt’s experience in agricultural advocacy, as well as previous marketing and commercial roles, makes him ideally qualified to 

cement the new digital platform, an initiative that has the potential to draw primary producers from across Australia together like 

never before,” Mr Finlay said. 

“The platform will form the centrepiece of our new unified approach to national farmer representation and will also offer valuable 

commercial incentives to our grass-roots farmer members. 

“Tony and Matt have already worked closely together on the PSS 

process and will continue to work collaboratively to create a more 

unified organisation that is an effective and efficient model 

delivering greater benefits to Australian agriculture.” 

http://www.qsl.com.au/news-media/sign-news
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QFF Launch Natural Disaster & Drought 
Support Website for Farmers 

The Queensland Farmers' Federation (QFF) has 

launched a new website farmerdisastersupport.org.au 

designed to assist Queensland farmers and primary 

producers with simplified and localised support during 

natural disasters and drought. 

The website is built by industry for industry. It presents 

the full cross-section of postcode specific financial and 

social wellbeing support available to farmers and 

primary producers. It will benefit our member 

organisations and the entire Queensland agriculture 

sector. 

QFF CEO Ruth Wade said the website allows farmers and primary producers to input their postcode, select their industry and 

then see results and services specific to their local area which prioritises on-farm and industry specific advice and support. 

"It can often be confusing and overwhelming when trying to access assistance during drought and natural disasters. Much of the 

assistance on offer comes from a variety of organisations and different levels of government and these can often be difficult  to 

navigate," 

"What this website is designed to do is collate all these services and support networks into an easily negotiable, up to data set of 

localised results." 

"QFF has worked closely with the Queensland Government and its industry member organisations to ensure we have delivered a 

service that will help everyday farmers access the support that is available to them," 

"In Queensland we have had a long association with cyclones, floods and of course drought with many farmers having to endure 

one event after another," 

Farmerdisastersupport.org.au was constructed through funding from Queensland Government's Minister Shannon Fentiman's 

Department of Communities Child Safety and Disability Services. 

Communities Minister Shannon Fentiman congratulated the QFF on producing a useful new resource to help farmers access 

information easily in the midst of a disaster or to plan for the future. 

"Queensland farmers are the cornerstone of our state which is why it is particularly important that we support them in crisis 

situations to make sure they can get back on their feet." 

Agriculture Minister Leanne Donaldson also commended QFF for 

developing this fantastic resource. 

"During this record drought we have expanded financial and 

other assistance beyond farm business support to help farming 

families and farm communities." 

"This project has been funded from the Queensland 

Government's Communities Assistance package and provides a 

handy central source to access the range of organisations 

providing assistance. 

The Queensland Farmers' Federation is the united voice of 

intensive agriculture in Queensland. It is a federation that 

represents the interests of 16 of Queensland's peak rural 

industry organisations, which in turn collectively represent more 

than 13,000 primary producers across Queensland. 

Visit the website now: www.farmerdisastersupport.org.au          

What does your insurance What does your insurance 
policy cover you for?policy cover you for?  

Talk to our Insurance Broker before 
you pay your renewal this year. 
 

Come see Martine today  
at the Canegrowers Building,  
141 Young Street, Ayr  
 
or phone 4790 3606  
0408 638 518 

Authorised Representative for NAS 

Insurance Brokers (ABN 60 096 916 184) 

AFS License No 233750 

http://cp.mcafee.com/d/k-Kr6wUSyM-UYeuuKqejtPqqar3P3Orb9Jd5dxVxVcsUrjhjououjpodFEFCzBWWoVVUSxV2eyF1Ka7M1lJxV6dj7NFO_qSrJIf8NGo-denXmPrO33by3z_nVBNdOXzDnKnjpvsUsDtdVxfBHEShhlhhpVkffGhBrwqrpdEFCXYVsQsK6zAQsITpvdTdw0UArsThPzVkCnlS6AvjVv9NSNnb7OIl9dD4fd7dH9Ind7dH
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/avndxMs73hJ5xZNUsYZsQsCXCQQkS7C7ASmjqqar3P3OoVMSCyCMYMYCOMrjhjd7bRQNPPNJ3O4t5i3skfw2Hr3OcqCfzjB-RITrouhzkNYqsLSJCTA66n477-LPbyrBT7eLsKCO-VMVeWrP2vbnhIyyGyyPOEuvkzaT0QSMrhjdTVOVEVsd79EVpKO-rKr01N8SVKzD7OFcKHId8-DO-jzJyKmfBoGire8uqermjoKq
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/FZsS86Qm7T7xPPRPhOrKrjhjououjppdFEFIfcf9zD3qqar3P3Orb1Jd5cQsLnj7ff6Qf8hQl8dNg-0aJIf8NGo-denXmPtJxV6dj7NFO_qSrugopsgsvW_cK9KnssWZOWrbXD3AXFLc9YJt6OaaGabfaxVZicHs3jrVJ5cTvDbCzBMQsCzBCXbVKVI074zrCWesvaAOWKMQz_bVeeSaVo-lyF9IUxVEVJpdyVEVJpZY
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/1jWVIedEIfKf3DDHCzATsSCyCMYMYCOOrjhjououj7e6QQkS7C7ASm3qqapEVuKCeuudEugzEGgryxY0lrouhzkNYqsLSJCXr3OcqCfzjB-RISYwMOUwU_R-psjsKUVRXBQSnTe79TjuojVqWdAklkkmul3PWApmU6CQjqapK_end7bxEVd7bdSnPtPo0e96TdQsU-l9BRtxF7QunOstIlONYH5ijpN3PhPqOr5
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New SRA Adoption Officers ready to work with 
sugarcane growers and millers  
Sugar Research Australia (SRA) has announced the appointment of two new Adoption Officers to work with growers, millers, and 

a range of industry organisations and representatives to help sugarcane growers and millers improve productivity and profitability 

outcomes. 

SRA has appointed new Adoption Officers Mr Matthew Reynolds in Mackay, and Mr Andres Jaramillo in the Burdekin.  

Both Mr Reynolds and Mr Jaramillo will work closely with SRA investors and stakeholders in their respective regions, and across 

the industry. They fill existing roles in the SRA Adoption Group, and in their positions they will work with local industry to see the 

adoption of SRA research, as well as providing feedback to SRA to ensure its research is targeted and relevant. 

SRA Leader of the Adoption Group, Mr James Ogden-Brown, said that the Adoption Group was an important public face of SRA 

and a conduit of information between the local industry and SRA research. 

“Both Mr Reynolds and Mr Jaramillo will be involved at a number of regional activities and events over the coming months where 

you will have an opportunity to meet them, and they are looking forward to working with local growers and millers in these 

important production regions of Mackay and the Burdekin,” Mr Ogden-Brown said. 

Mr Reynolds is working with Adoption Officers Mr Phil Ross and Mr Jarrod Sartor in Mackay. He has considerable science and 

extension experience and was previously a dairy extension officer with the Victorian state government in Warrnambool, Victoria. 

Mr Andres Jaramillo is working with Adoption Officer Ms Belinda Billing in the Burdekin. He has considerable experience in 

research, extension, and agricultural and irrigation engineering, which will be crucial in the important irrigated production region of 

the Burdekin. 
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CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the 
fight on all issues affecting cane farmers  

For the week ending 29 February 2016 

Trade 
 CANEGROWERS met with the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) and Department of Agriculture officials to 

progress implementation issues associated with the Japan-Australia Economic Partnership Agreement. 

 The CANEGROWERS chaired Indonesia Working Group is continuing its work in support of the bilateral negotiations 

between Australia and Indonesia. Indonesian trade officials are scheduled to visit Australia in the first half of March. 

 CANEGROWERS is working with the Department of Agriculture to develop best practice structures to ensure Australian raw 

sugar meets China’s technical sugar import requirements. 

 CANEGROWERS met with the National Farmers’ Federation (NFF) ahead of its Trade Committee meeting to ensure that 

sugar issues are fully understood and addressed in trade related activities. 

Electricity 
 CANEGROWERS presented its latest work on network tariffs structures to the fourth meeting of the Agricultural Industries 

Electricity Taskforce. 

 The Taskforce agreed there is an urgent need for reform both in the design of Australia’s electricity system and in the current 

regulatory framework through the Council of Australian Governments (COAG) process and other relevant policy frameworks, 

including the Queensland Productivity Commission and Queensland Competition Authority (QCA) processes. 

 CANEGROWERS is continuing its work with the Department of Energy and Water Supply on the development of an 

electricity policy for El Niño. 

Reef  
 CANEGROWERS attended the Reef Partnership Committee. The meeting received an update from Queensland Chief 

Scientist, Geoff Garrett, on the submissions to the Water Science Taskforce interim report. In general, there was strong 

support for the recommendations. 

 Dr Garrett also spoke about his regional visits and the messages he had received. These included better communication, 

finer scale monitoring and that water quality targets are everybody’s problem.  A number of these visits were with our district 

offices. 

 The 2013 Science Consensus Statement will be updated with new science and data for a 2016 version. 

 The Reef Plan 2013 will be reviewed to create a Reef Plan 2018 to align with the Reef 2050 Plan. 

 The 2015 Report Card is due for release in September. Data is being collated and will include aggregated Smartcane BMP 

data. 

 A Reef 2050 Plan update included discussions about Reef Trust and Reef Programme activities. Reef Trust Phase 3 bids are 

currently being reviewed. 
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Waterfind Burdekin 

Haughton WSS Water 

Market Summary  

Allocations 

Dam Storage 

The above information is provided by Waterfind.  The 

information provided is of a general nature only and must not 

be relied upon in substitution for professional advice. 

Waterfind accepts no responsibility for the accuracy, 

completeness or timeliness of any information provided. For 

more information click here. 

As at 29 February 2016 

88% 

3 Mar 2016 

The dam decreased by 0.7% in the last week 

New Quad Bike 
Safety Plan 

welcomed by 
Queensland agriculture 
industry 
The Queensland Government today launched its ‘Statewide 

Plan for Improving Quad Bike Safety in Queensland’ held at 

the University of Queensland’s Gatton campus. 

The two major initiatives of the plan are to raise awareness of 

the risks associated with quad bike use and enhance operator 

skill and safety. The plan will focus on community education 

and awareness about quad bike safety risks, improving quad 

bike operator skill and safety and Government leadership in 

promoting quad bike safety. 

The Queensland Farmers’ Federation (QFF) today welcomed 

the State Government’s move to address the unacceptable 

levels of quad bike death and injury related incidents in 

Queensland. 

QFF President Stuart Armitage thanked the Government for 

its holistic Workplace Health and Safety approach that has 

worked closely and consultatively with industry. 

“The plan has been able to bring together a number of 

departments and industry representatives to ensure any 

changes to quad bike regulation and interactions are 

consistent with community and industry expectations,” 

“QFF and its industry member organisations acknowledge 

that the statistics around quad bike accidents in Queensland, 

over 1500 hospitalisations between 2009 & 2013 and 69 

deaths in the past 15 years, simply don’t lie and something 

needed to be done,” 

“Whilst QFF recognise that incidents are a mixture of work 

and recreational, we have reached the point where we can no 

longer draw the line between the two,” 

“QFF will work with Government to implement a plan to 

engage our agriculture, regional and rural communities to 

ensure we see an end to unnecessary quad bike incidents in 

Queensland,” 

“Quad bike safety is an issue that affects communities across 

the state and requires urgent action to improve safety 

outcomes. We commend the government for its consultative 

efforts to address certain entrenched unsafe practices and 

attitudes in the community.” 

http://bit.ly/Waterfind
http://bit.ly/Waterfind
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Pricing information 

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices 

published on the QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated 

regularly and provides a sense of how the QSL-managed pools are performing 

over the current season.   

  Gross $/Tonne IPS     

Net 

2016 Season $449 $429 

2017 Season $448 $428 

2018 Season $451 $431 

Estimated QSL 2015 Pool Prices 

As at 12 February 2016 

 $/Tonne IPS 

GROSS 

QSL Harvest Pool $380 

QSL Actively Managed Pool $412 

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool $408 

QSL US Quota Pool $710 

QSL 2-season Forward Pool 2015 $431 

QSL 3-season Forward Pool 2015 $440 

QSL 2-season Forward Pool 2016 $454 

QSL 3-season Forward Pool 2016 $466 

2015 Season Advances & Payments 

as at 9 February 2016 

* paid 

The Advance Program is a guide only. CANEGROWERS Burdekin takes no 

responsibility for its accuracy.  It only applies to growers who did not forward 

price for 2015 (the default method).  Growers who have forward priced for 

2015 will be paid the same percentage of their final expected proceeds.  For 

individual advance rates check your grower forecast on the Wilmar website.  

  
$/tonne IPS 

% estimated 

return 

Initial * $227   

20 August 15* $243   

22 October 15* $266   

17 December 15* $304   

21 January 16* $314 80.0% 

18 February 16 $316 82.5% 

17 March 16 $326 85.0% 

21 April 16 $335 87.5% 

19 May 16 $345 90.0% 

23 June 16 $364 95.0% 

Final Payment $383 100% 

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices 

as at 4 March 2016 

Significant rain in the Burdekin Dam catchment last month 

saw levels jump from about 40 per cent capacity to about 90 

per cent within a few weeks. The dam is currently at 88 per 

cent capacity, which has alleviated immediate concerns about 

water allocations for irrigation. Unfortunately, most parts of 

the Burdekin Shire are still waiting for good rainfall and the 

underground water supply is very depleted. This is contributing 

to some growers' reluctance to commence planting for next 

year. 

 

Progress on the mills' capital projects is increasingly visible, as 

the installation of new equipment continues. All mills are aiming 

to have their season preparations finalised by early June. 

In the Burdekin, parts of Invicta's new number five pan have 

been installed, as well as several new components for other 

pans. Pioneer Mill's high-grade fugal replacement is also pro-

gressing well and the installation of Inkerman's new stack has 

commenced (pictured below with the new dust collectors and 

ducting). The replacement of Kalamia's bagasse reclaimer is 

also tracking to schedule.  

Discussions about potential season start dates will commence 

after we have a firmer view of crop estimates for each region. 

Based on current assessments, most crops should be similar 

to or slightly larger than last year.  

The Burdekin restructure announced late last year is now in 

place. The change sees a stronger regional focus within the 

areas of Production and Engineering.  

Paul Turnbull is the Burdekin Regional Operations Manager. 

Sharon La Spina is the Regional Asset Manager. 
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Week ending 4 March 2016 

2016-Season Guaranteed 

Floor Pool 

QSL's 2016 Guaranteed Floor Pool price has now 
been established.  

This means the gross price of the Pool cannot be less than 
$A414 /tonne IPS (excluding the allocation for the QSL Shared 
Pool and accelerated Advance payment costs). 

A participation rate of 50% applies when the market exceeds 
the Strike Price.  

For more information about the 2016 Guaranteed Flooor Pool 
please refer to the Pool Description Statement on our website: 
http://www.qsl.com.au/sites/default/files/2016%
20Guaranteed%20Floor%20Pool.pdf. 

  Tonnes 

Actual 
Tonnes IPS 

2016 GFP Strike Price $440 AUD $424 AUD 

Absolute Floor (less $430 AUD $414 AUD 

*Figures have been rounded     

Legal Action re 
Constitutional Changes : 

Update 

Members will recall that late last year a general meeting of 

QSL members voted in favour of amending article 31 of QSL’s 

Constitution (the mill owner directors clause). This amendment 

was subsequently challenged in the Federal Court by Wilmar 

and the Court last month ruled in favour of Wilmar. Following 

the Court’s decision, Mackay Sugar Ltd, Bundaberg Sugar Ltd 

and Isis Central Sugar Mill (BIM) made a joint application to 

intervene and make submissions as to the  ‘form’ that the QSL 

Constitution should take (i.e. what should be the terms of the 

QSL Constitution, given the Judge’s decision).  

Yesterday, Thursday 3 March 2016, Judge Yates granted 

BIM  leave to appear before the Court to make submissions as 

to the ‘form’ that the QSL Constitution should take, with BIM 

submitting that all of the amendments passed at the QSL 

members’ meeting on 8 December 2015 be reversed, given 

that the amendments were voted on by members as a 

‘package’.  This means that the QSL Constitution is in the 

‘form’ that it originally was before the meeting of QSL members 

on 8 December.  Judge Yates also determined that any future 

proposed changes to article 31  of QSL’s Constitution would 

need leave from the Court before being able to proceed.  

 In relation to the application by the BIM mills seeking leave to 

appeal the decision of Judge Yates (which found that the 

amended clause 31 re mill owner directors was oppressive to 

Wilmar), this matter is the subject of a separate hearing.  At 

this stage, no date has been set by the Court to hear BIM’s 

application seeking leave to appeal that decision.  A further 

update on this will be provided once the timing of this Court 

hearing is advised by the Court. 

Townsville BST China ready 

The Townsville Bulk Sugar Terminal has become the latest 
QSL site to achieve Federal Government accreditation to ship 
raw sugar to China, after securing Phytosanitary Certification. 

The Phytosanitary Certificate is issued by the Department of 

Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry (DAFF) for products that 
are intended to be consumed by humans, and at times, 
animals.  While the certification is a standard process for many 
export products around the world, including grain, China is 
currently the only country which requires certification for raw 
sugar. While international convention excludes raw sugar from 
phytosantiary requirements due to its refining process before 
consumption, if QSL or any of our Miller members want to 
export raw sugar into China, then obtaining a Phyosantitary 
Certificate is a must. 

What does the Certificate mean? 

The process requires each shipment bound for China to be 
inspected by DAFF-accredited Inspection Officers. In QSL’s 
case, this involves a small sample of 3kg from every 10 tonnes 
of sugar loaded on a ship being visually inspected for seeds, 
insects and other ‘foreign matter’. There is also a check for 
large contamination such as birds and rodents, at regular 
intervals. If the sample is found to be clear, DAFF issues a 
certificate for that shipment. 

 The Townsville BST joins the Mourilyan and Lucinda terminals 
as certified facilities where we have already successfully 
loaded a number of  phytosantiary-certified shipments to 
China. 

Today’s Market 04.03.16  

http://www.qsl.com.au/sites/default/files/2016%20Guaranteed%20Floor%20Pool.pdf
http://www.qsl.com.au/sites/default/files/2016%20Guaranteed%20Floor%20Pool.pdf
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DATES TO 

REMEMBER 

Sugar Industry Calendar 

Click here 

Women in Sugar 

Burdekin AGM, 

Wednesday 9 March, 

9.30am @ Canegrowers 

Building, Ayr 

Women In Sugar 

Australia Annual 

Conference, Tuesday & 

Wednesday 15 - 16 

March, Mackay, click 

here to register 

@BurdekinCANE 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd 

www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au 

Would you like to 

advertise in 

canenews? 

Email 

bdk@canegrowers.com.au  

to receive more 

information 

http://www.canecalendar.com.au/
http://files.canegrowers.com.au/Burdekin/canenewslinks/WISA%202016%20Registration.pdf
http://files.canegrowers.com.au/Burdekin/canenewslinks/WISA%202016%20Registration.pdf
https://twitter.com/burdekincane
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Canegrowers-Burdekin-Limited/365513130247968?ref=hl
http://www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au
mailto:bdk@canegrowers.com.au
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The footy season has just 

started, it’s not too late to join 

our tipping competition 

Go to www.footytips.com.au/comps/

CANEGROWERSBurdekin and join today! 

 

FREE TO JOIN 

EVERYONE WELCOME 

http://www.footytips.com.au/comps/CANEGROWERSBurdekin
http://www.footytips.com.au/comps/CANEGROWERSBurdekin
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In critical times like now, between low prices, droughts, high 

electricity costs, high water charges, YCS, and everything else 

that gets thrown at farmers; it is now more important than ever 

to keep the health of your soil at its optimum, so you can keep 

productivity at its maximum. I know this too well, as I am a 

farmer myself, with experience and interests in sugar cane, 

small crops, heavy produce, mangoes, broad acre crops, and 

forestry.  

With all this in mind, can you afford not to use our 

products?  

Don’t sell yourself short! “Remember it pays, not costs, 
to use our products.” If you can’t make money due to low 

prices and all the above, the next best thing is to increase 

productivity, or at least keep the productivity up as high as you 

can. Keeping your soil in tip top condition is the best medicine 

for those bigger production figures that will in turn result in a 

much higher return. Without soil health you can feed your 

crops all sorts of vitamins and minerals but will lack the 

response that you will achieve by having the soil in optimum 

health.  

Let’s talk about input costs  

In times of ever increasing costs of inputs and no letting down, 

we at Inkerman Lime & Gypsum are proud to advise that 

we have made some internal changes and a restructuring of 

our business operations by purchasing our own heavy vehicles 

for road transport, so we could reduce our product costs and in 

turn pass on savings to the customer. In doing so, we created 

extra jobs for our community, a win win for everyone.  

We all should be asking other businesses who directly or 

indirectly benefit from farmers in this region, to help farmers in 

tough times to at least try to follow suit and reduce prices 

wherever they can. This is my challenge to other local business 

owners, “If I can, you can!”  

I would also like to advise that a new crushing plant has 

ensured a very finely ground product which is important for a 

faster reaction in the soils. For those farmers who have their 

own spreaders, we can do you a good deal on bulk deliveries. 

“If things are a bit tight for you speak to us about a payment 

plan.”  

 

Please call Joe, Rosetta & Robert  

for details on prices.  

 Inkerman Lime & Gypsum 

The above is a paid advertisement 



Contact Us 

HEAD OFFICE 

141 Young Street, Ayr 

bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm   

Fri:  9am - 3pm                                                                                                    

4790 3600  PROJECT & TRAINING CENTRE  

CANEGROWERS Hall,  

68 Tenth Street, Home Hill 

 

Debra Burden General Manager 0417 709 435 

4790 3603 

Wayne Smith Manager: Member Services 0428 834 802 

4790 3604 

Michelle Andrews 

JP (Qual) 

Manager: Finance & Admin 4790 3602 

Tiffany Giardina Payroll & Administration 4790 3601 

Martine Bengoa Insurance Consultant 4790 3605 

0408 638 518 

Email address:  firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au 

DIRECTORS  

Phil Marano 

Chair 

marano@bigpond.com 0404 004 371 

David Lando 

Deputy Chair 

david@landoandsons.com.au 0417 770 345 

Russell Jordan jorfar@exemail.com.au 0427 768 479 

Owen Menkens owen_menkens@hotmail.com 0409 480 179 

Steven Pilla mpbella@bigpond.com.au 0417 071 861 

Roger Piva rogerdpiva@gmail.com 0429 483 815 

Sib Torrisi sibbyt58@bigpond.com 0429 827 196 

Arthur Woods artywoods1@bigpond.com 0415 961 945 

canenews  is read by the majority of Burdekin cane 

farmers and their families in the Burdekin.  Copies 

are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS Offices, 

businesses, industry, politicians, Government 

Agencies and members of the community. 

 

Published Weekly by: 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited 

 

ABN:    43 114 632 325 

Postal Address:   PO Box 933,  AYR  QLD  4807 

Telephone:   (07) 4790 3600 

Facsimile:   (07) 4783 4914 

Email:    bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

 

Please direct all advertising enquiries and materials 

to the above. 

Disclaimer 

In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our” 

means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our 

directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter 

has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do 

our very best to present information that is correct and 

accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or 

representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or 

accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter, 

for any purposes. 

Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be 

excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss, 

damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of 

the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information 

appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole 

responsibility and risk associated with the use and results 

of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you 

agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage 

whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of, 

or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We 

recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any 

information provided in this newsletter. 

Phone Tiffany today for a quote 4790 3600 

* Two employees paid fortnightly with membership discount applied. 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Payroll  ServiceCANEGROWERS Burdekin Payroll  Service  

At CANEGROWERS Burdekin we take the burden out of processing 

payroll, from just $1 a day* our comprehensive payroll service will 

cover all your reporting requirements. 


