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The time is near to ARC UP against exorbitant
electricity prices

CANEGROWERS Burdekin’s Debra Burden, Dave Shankey, Senior
Policy Advisor Office of Energy, CANEGROWERS Burdekin Chairman
Phil Marano and Dale Hollis, Bundaberg Regional Irrigators Group

The Alliance meeting with Shane Knuth

This week the Qld Competition Authority released their “draft determination” for tariffs for the 1 July 2016 to 30 June 2017 period
(click here). Unbelievably the QCA has proposed that Irrigation Tariffs increase by a further 10.3%. The increase is a sham and
totally unwarranted.
Last financial year the Queensland government stripped $4.5 BILLION in dividends from the state owned electricity companies
($1.9B from Ergon, $1.3B from Energex and $1.3B from Powerlink). The Government has used electricity as a cash cow for too
long and in doing so has damaged the economy, cost jobs, and negatively impacted the voters of Queensland.
Canegrowers Burdekin, as part of an alliance meet with key players in Parliament House last week, we expect to be in a position
to commence action to address this atrocity in the coming two weeks.

Watch this space.

Debra Burden with Dale Last
“I am 150% behind Canegrowers Burdekin’s
proposed action”
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Burdekin Shire Elections Results
It has been declared that the Burdekin has a new Mayor with Lyn McLaughlin out polling Bill Lowis 53% to 47%.
As at 1.30pm Thursday 24th March 87.62% of the roll has been counted for the Councillor Election, the results summary to date
indicates the new Council will consist of Sue Perry, Uli Liessman, John Bonanno, Tony Goddard, Ted Bawden and John Woods.
Of these Councillors Uli, John & Ted gave their unconditional commitment to keep annual rate increases at an affordable level,
eleven of the twenty Councillor candidates had given an unconditional commitment that they will vote against any General Rate
increase greater than the Consumer Price Increase (CPI) and vote against any increase in the Rate in the Dollar for Category D
Rural Sugar Cane until the percentage of General Rates paid by cane farmers is no more than the “total valuation of all cane farm
land as a percentage of the total valuation of all land in the Shire”.
These are not the final results of the election, with 14% of the votes yet to be counted the elected Councillors may not be the
current top six. Below is the percentage of votes for Councillor Candidate in percentage order.

1 Sue Perry

8.98%

7 Des Viero

6.11%

2 Uli Liessman

8.16%

8 Pierina Dalle Cort

6.04%

3 John Bonanno

7.03%

9 Suzette Wallace

5.85%

4 Tony Goddard

6.44%

10 Lyndy McCathie

5.79%

5 Ted Bawden

6.37%

11 Roger Piva

5.58%

6 John Woods

6.24%

12 Ross Lewis

5.35%

On current results
3 of the 6 Councillors have given
Canegrowers Burdekin an
unconditional commitment

Inkerman stacks up

The replacement chimney stack and supporting structures project at Inkerman Mill is progressing with several sections of the
stack being placed in position over the last two weeks.
With Inkerman Mill being adjacent to the Bruce Highway and the Burdekin River Bridge this project is probably the most visible
and also the most costly of the projects underway in Wilmar’s Burdekin Mills 2016 capital, maintenance and replacements
programme.
Wilmar have said that the project not only sees the chimney stack replaced but also expects to see a marked improvement in the
efficiency of Inkerman’s boiler operations and reliability.

Last week the beginning of the stack goes up, today the middle section is put in place, the final section of the stack should be up next week.
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Sugar Terminals Ltd
On 16th March, as part of the CANEGROWERS Policy Council
meeting,
representatives from Canegrowers Burdekin received a
presentation from Peter Trimble, General Manager of Sugar Terminals
Ltd. (Click here to view the PowerPoint presentation)
Peter provided an overview of his background advising at one time (a long
time ago) he was the pay officer at Invicta Mill and he has now been in the
role with STL for 9 months. Peter stressed that STL is very much aware
that 60% of their shareholders are cane farmers and as such cane
farmers are an important representative group.
Peter went on to advise that he sees STL and the industry as being at a
pivotal challenging time ...but that this is also a time of great
opportunity....and it is for this reason that STL is taking a fresh look Peter Trimble, STL General Manager (middle) presented at
the CANEGROWERS Policy Council Meeting
(review) of its role in the industry.
Peter advised that from mid-2017, the bulk sugar terminal must cater for a multi-user and more dynamic, competitive environment
due to the following 3 key changes:
1.

Three of Queensland’s largest millers will market export sugar independently from July 2017

2.

“Grower Choice” legislated through the Sugar Industry (Real Choice in marketing) Amendment Act 2015

3.

QSL’s industry future positioning

STL is undertaking this review of its operations due to the new operating environment and this review will determine how STL will
respond in the best interests of its shareholders, terminal users and other stakeholders.
Peter advised the review’s guiding principles are:



Open access for all users that is equitable, free of conflict and transparent



Equitable and compliant pricing and access terms



A competitive offering through excellent service and tight control of operating costs



Preserve and enhance the value of STLs assets over their life-cycle



Responsiveness to opportunities and threats

It is anticipated that any changes from the review will be in place prior to the start of the 2017 season.
Separately, QSL has advised that its current lease arrangements can be terminated under minimum tonnage clauses as early as
July 2017, and so QSL believes it is imperative terminal users and the wider Queensland sugar industry has certainty regarding
terminal operating arrangements as soon as possible.
QSL Chairman advised at last year’s AGM that QSL has done considerable work in this area and last September presented STL
with a long-term strategic operating agreement that sought to not only address the industry’s evolving structural changes but also
deliver an increased return to STL shareholders. In addition to this, QSL advise the have moved to address any perceived
conflict of interest arising from a marketing entity operating the terminals.
QSL’s view is that this work, together with their existing track record of superior operational and safety performance in what is
already an open-access, multi-user terminal environment, their cost-recovery focus and the considerable savings associated with
their not-for-profit status, present a compelling proposition that not only benefits STL shareholders, but protects the interests of
the entire Queensland sugar industry.
QSL state they remain committed to working with the STL Board throughout the review and encourages all industry participants to
take the opportunity to be involved in STL’s wider industry consultation activities.
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Wilmar update on 2017 agreements
Wilmar provided the following update to growers today via email.
Dear Grower,
I promised to keep you up to date as we worked to understand the implications of recent legislation for future cane supply
agreements.
We are now getting a clearer picture of what has to be done and so I can advise you that we are targeting the end of June for
availability of 2017 agreements.
There is still a lot of work to be done to make sure we get this right, especially given the complex issues that the legislation has
thrown up.
Over the coming weeks I will give you more information on some of those issues, what we expect the 2017 agreements will look
like, and how they will work.
For now, this is what I can advise:
We will be putting together agreements that comply with the new law.
Our approach will ensure that we effectively manage commercial risks for Wilmar
and growers.
We will offer to sell sugar to all GEI marketing entities, including Wilmar, on the
same terms and under commercial arrangements consistent with international sugar
trade practices.

Phil and/or Owen and Debra
will be in Brisbane on 19th
April for the “Without
prejudice” meeting

Our comprehensive package for growers nominating Wilmar as the GEI marketing entity will be as competitive as we can make it.
Growers choosing GEI marketing entities other than Wilmar will be able to deal directly with those entities to negotiate the terms
of their commercial packages.
In the weeks ahead, we will meet with collectives and grower representatives for ‘Without Prejudice’ discussions. The first of
these meetings will be on 19 April in Brisbane with Canegrower district representatives.
In the meantime, we have requested a proposal from QSL on storage and handling services.

SRA committed to research into
advances in irrigation technologies
For many Burdekin irrigators, getting up in the middle of the night to change the water or
having water running from their fields are facts of life; but imagine if the water could
change itself.
A research project funded by SRA and led by the National Centre for Engineering in
Agriculture (NCEA) is currently investigating whether this dream can become a reality
and early indications are very positive. SRA is currently funding a project led by the
NCEA at the University of Southern Queensland to carry out investigations on the
modernisation of furrow irrigation in the sugar industry.
Read more about this project here.

Valve equipped with actuator

CANEGROWERS’ leadership has earned the respect of community, industry and government for its
persistence and professionalism.
The Burdekin’s local and regional leadership is complemented by CANEGROWERS’ leadership at national
and international levels.
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The Ripple
Effect
Burdekin local CORES Coordinator and Counsellor has
become part of the steering
committee for “The Ripple
Effect”.
The Ripple Effect is an online
intervention
designed
to
investigate what works to reduce
the
self-stigma
(negative
attitudes you have towards
yourself) and perceived-stigma
(negative attitudes you believe
others have about you) among
males
from
the
farming
community, aged 30-64 years,
who have been bereaved by
suicide, attempted suicide, cared
for someone who attempted
suicide, have had thoughts of
suicide, or been touched by
suicide in some other way. The
intervention will provide:
1.

2.

3.

Opportunity for anonymously
sharing experiences in a
peer-supported environment.
Opportunity
to
increase
knowledge
and
literacy
about the lived experience of
suicide (challenging suicide
myths
and
framing
experience in a contextual
way, facilitating help-seeking
where required).
Encouragement
for
a
positive cycle by which the
disruption of the negative
feedback of self-stigma and
perceived-stigma will also
reduce stigma in others.

Women In Sugar Burdekin
The Women in Sugar Burdekin recently
held their Annual General Meeting where
the existing Officer Bearers were voted
back into their positions with President
Kimberly Mallon, Secretary Joanne
Barbagallo and Treasurer Paula Langdon.
A new executive was added to the
committee with Carla Keith elected as
Publicity Officer.
The activities undertaken by the Women In
Sugar in 2015 were covered in
Kimberley’s President report. 2015 was a
jam
packed
year
with
members
broadening their knowledge with training
and excursions.
Throughout the year they:

The Women In Sugar Burdekin Committee for 2016
are Treasurer Paula Langdon, Publicity Officer Carla
Keith, Secretary Joanne Barbagallo and
Attended a readers and writers course
President Kimberley Mallon (seated)

 Attended a certified first aid course


 Presented

and
attended
an
International Women’s Day celebration

 Travelled to Ingham for the 2015 Women In Sugar Australia (WISA) Conference
 A visit to AIMS and the Port of Townsville
 A tour of the Inkerman Mill
 A tour of Pacific Reef Fisheries
 Hosted a sausage sizzle to support the Buy-a-Bale campaign
 Had guest presenters at their meeting on insurance, Smartcane BMP and health &
fitness

 Then celebrated with the Christmas lunch
Members of Women In Sugar also attended the 2016 WISA Conference last week held in
Mackay. The Women In Sugar Burdekin will be hosting next years event, this makes a
great time to join.
Membership is now open for the very low membership fee of $20. All women who have any
involvment in the cane industry are welcome to join.
Meetings or tours are held monthly, find out more via the Facebook page or by contacting
Kimberley on 0413 864 784.

The Ripple Effect is funded by
beyondblue with donations from
the Movember Foundation. It is a
partnership between the National
Centre
for
Farmer
Health
(NCFH),
Deakin
University,
Victorian Farmers’ Federation,
AgChatOZ, Sandpit, Western
District Health Service and
Mental Illness Fellowship North
Queensland.
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Yellow Canopy Syndrome also observed at
Bundaberg
Sugar Research Australia (SRA) has observed that a sugarcane
crop near Bundaberg is displaying symptoms of Yellow Canopy
Syndrome (YCS), which follows last week’s observation of the
syndrome in the Maryborough mill area.
The observation at Bundaberg is a result of a collaborative effort
that has involved the local industry to help identify possible
incidences of YCS in the southern region.
Following last week’s observation, Bundaberg Sugar Services
Limited (BSSL) asked SRA to investigate suspected YCS in the
BSSL distribution plot. BSSL identified very early symptoms and
chose not to distribute the affected variety (Q240) pending confirmation from SRA.
SRA Executive Manager for Strategic Initiatives, Dr Frikkie Botha, inspected the block and said the cane appeared to be
displaying mild YCS symptoms.
“Following last week’s detection at Maryborough, local growers, millers and service providers have been the eyes on the ground
as we seek to determine where YCS is occurring in the southern region,” Dr Botha said.
“SRA thanks the local industry for their vigilance and SRA is working with them to take a coordinated and considered approach to
mapping incidences of YCS in the southern growing region.
“Given the recent observation between Maryborough and Hervey Bay, it was not unexpected that YCS would also occur in other
parts of the southern region. It is disappointing news for the local industry.”
Dr Botha said that even with YCS on multiple farms in the region, it was not a cause for panic.
“SRA continues to keep the entire sugarcane industry informed about research activities about YCS through various publications
and the SRA website.
“If growers have individual concerns, they should contact their productivity services organisation. There is no need for growers to
change anything regarding their farm operations.”

SRA has developed a fact sheet to help growers distinguish YCS between other types of cane-yellowing. The
information sheet is online here: http://www.sugarresearch.com.au/icms_docs/239166_Do_I_have_YCS.pdf

7

CaneClip
YCS research update

Can cover
crops replace
herbicides in fallow?

SRA trials in Far North Queensland are looking at how well
fallow cover crops suppress weeds. Can a cover crop, or a
combination of covers crops, replace herbicides in fallow and
how much can the weed seed bank be reduced? Growers from
Mossman, Far North Queensland, recently walked a trial
designed to try to answer this question. SRA weed agronomist,
Emilie Fillols, explained what cover crops are being trialled and
how they are performing. Read more here.

Monitoring the MJO
with Neil Cliffe from DAF
Researchers from across Sugar Research Australia’s
Integrated Research Program on Yellow Canopy Syndrome
(YCS) have recently been conducting a range of activities
associated with their research, including a recent round of infield sampling in the Burdekin. This CaneClip speaks to SRA
Executive Manager for Strategic Initiatives, Dr Frikkie Botha,
and Home Hill farmer Ian Shepherdson, about this recent
sampling work.
See the CaneClip here.

GPS mapping for
variable rate herbicide
application

Neil has recently had a number of requests from farmers for
information on how to monitor and interpret information related
to the MJO. The MJO is an intra-seasonal climate system that
passes through our region mainly impacting on Northern
Australia every 30-60 days. It’s useful to watch in relation to
timing of rainfall events and the way in which it can interact with
the monsoon trough and low pressure systems as triggers for
cyclone development. It’s most active in the spring and summer/
early autumn in our region.
Below are some websites and information you might find useful
if you are interested in this climate system and rainfall
probabilities associated with the system.
For a short and entertaining introduction to this climate driver
watch the link below produced by the Victorian Department of
Primary Industries. The messages in this animation apply to our
part of the world even more so than for Victoria.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SwoB-2nSnJ0
The link to the BOM MJO stuff is below and you should be able
to navigate to maps which show the rainfall probabilities for
different three month periods for each phase of the MJO.
http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/mjo/
Weekly tropical climate note:
http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/mjo/#tabs=Weekly-note

Project Catalyst growers last year went on an annual road trip
looking at each other’s farm innovations. One of the interesting
innovations on show was the weed mapping and spraying
system developed by Brian and Jamie Dore, who farm in the
Euramo and Murray Upper districts in the Wet tropics, North
Queensland. In this CaneClip, Phil Ross and Gavin Rodman
from the SRA Adoption Group speak to Jamie Dore from Tully
about Jamie’s and his brother’s innovative weed mapping and
spraying system
See the CaneClip here.

With the square diagram or chart remember that the further the
recordings are away from the centre circle of the diagram, the
higher the forecast strength of the MJO system at that particular
time. The system is in our region when it is in the two sectors to
the right of the diagram labelled 4 and 5, Maritime continent,
where the system just appears to have entered now. Hover your
mouse over the different model names in the table above the
chart and the output from that model will change in the chart
below. Compare and contrast the different forecast output and
draw your own conclusions, mixing in advice from BOM
regarding their interpretation of where the system is at etc.
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/precip/CWlink/MJO/
CLIVAR/clivar_wh.shtml
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Legal advice for CANEGROWERS members
There’s not many legal practices that see the broad range of topics that come across Chris Cooper’s desk every week.
Chris is principal of the law firm, C J Cooper & Associates, and has since 1983 been legal consultant to CANEGROWERS.
As well as providing legal services to members, Chris is retained by CANEGROWERS to provide legal services to the Australian,
Queensland and District Cane Growers Organisation companies including CANEGROWERS Mackay.
As the organisation’s legal adviser he covers corporate governance matters, company constitutional issues, membership issues,
company corporate compliance issues, property management and related issues, not for-profit issues.
The topics get a lot more varied when Chris provides advice and services to individual members of CANEGROWERS. General
legal advice and consultation over the phone is a free service to members.
Some of the topics growers call about include:









straying cattle issues
dividing fences disputes
contract disputes
machinery purchase and repair disputes
farm property transactions
compensation claims for land acquisitions
chemical spraying liability cases









drainage and flooding disputes
conflict resolution
mediation
disputes with mills
property rights
native title issues
corporate governance matters

In some matters, where there are ongoing legal services required, and where the issue in question might be helpful as a test case
or precedent for the Organisation or other growers, Chris can provide legal services free to growers as part of his retainer
agreement with CANEGROWERS.
In most circumstances, where a grower has a dispute with a mill owner, Chris is able to provide free legal advice and
representation to the grower through the local CANEGROWERS office.
Chris has extensive personal experience in the sugar industry having been raised on a cane farm in the Moreton area. His lon g
period of service to the CANEGROWERS organisation and practical experience of sugar farming issues has helped in his
understanding of the legal issues facing for those connected with the industry. Although Chris’ office is in Brisbane he travels
regularly to cane growing districts throughout the state.
The firm’s practice is not just restricted to the sugar industry. Chris also represents a diverse range of clients in other rural
industries and in various other commercial areas of law including dispute resolution, resumption and compensation claims and
property transactions.
Growers will usually prefer to use their own local solicitor for private legal matters unrelated to the sugar industry but Chris is
generally available to be engaged by growers directly should they choose to do so.
If you are a CANEGROWERS member with legal questions or issues and would like advice, please do not hesitate to contact
Chris directly or through CANEGROWERS Mackay.
To contact Chris as a CANEGROWERS member simply use the freecall number 1800 177 159 for a telephone consultation.

CANEGROWERS
members

free call

For free advice on legal
issues contact
Canegrowers’ legal advisor

1800 177 159

Chris Cooper
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Government project reports there is sufficient
water for future Ag demands but with delivery
constraints
A progress update was provided last week by the Department of State Development (DSD) which is administering the
Queensland Government commissioned Lower Burdekin Catchment Development Project.
DSD reports that the Lower Burdekin Catchment Development project is quickly progressing towards finalisation and are pleased
to provide the update on the parts 2 to 4 of the project that have been completed and the status on the remaining parts. A DSD
report has previously been provided on Part 1 which was produced in the November 6 edition of canenews (click here).
Parts 2-4
The contractors engaged to deliver the final parts of the project, PwC and MWH, has now delivered the Parts 2-4 Interim Report
to the Department of State Development.
The objective of Parts 2-4 was to undertake technical investigations to inform the development of water supply options and
provide insights regarding the sustainability of proposed future agriculture projects. This work follows on from the Part 1 Demand
and Market Analysis which identified the water supply demands of potential new agricultural projects in the lower Burdekin
region.
The Part 2 Source of Water analysis found that there is currently sufficient water available to meet the future demands of the
proposed agricultural projects, and existing water trade/conversion rules contained in the Burdekin Basin Resource Operations
Plan should not constrain the movement of water to the proposed projects.
The Part 3 Water Quality Assessment was a comparative assessment between a base case (or current) scenario, and the
treatment of new projects on the system to identify potential impacts on water quality to both surface water and groundwater,
including any potential rise in groundwater levels. These findings highlighted the importance of best practice irrigation and
management of groundwater use.
The Part 4 Distribution Infrastructure and Supply Capacity Analysis found there would be some constraints in delivering the
water to the additional projects identified in Part 1 if they were to proceed. This is due to delivery system capacity constraints
during peak flow conditions, as peak flow requirements coincide over a short period due to the predominance of sugar cane crops
across the area.
The fundamental approaches considered to improving peak flow delivery are:



Increased delivery capacity - options may include channel/siphon and/or pump upgrade/augmentation, channel desilting, or a
pipeline(s) to new or existing demands.



Improved operational efficiency (i.e. decreased losses) - Depending on the specific form of inefficiency, options could include
increased instrumentation and monitoring for system operations to reduce overflow and/or end-of-system flows, channel
lining to reduce leakage, and better use of ordering system by clients to assist SunWater in ensuring better planning for
supply.



Reduced/re-distributed peak demands - Potential options could include conjunctive surface water/groundwater use, improved
on-farm water use efficiency during peak periods, increase in system balancing storage volume and/or managed aquifer
recharge (effectively a combination of conjunctive use and balancing storage options).

Parts 5-6
PwC and MWH are now progressing Part 5 Infrastructure and Supply Capacity Analysis and Part 6 Financial and Economic
Analysis and it is expected they will deliver this report to the Department of State Development next week. Parts 5-6 have
involved identifying infrastructure and regulatory/management options for improving efficiency and expanding water development
options, and then conducting a preliminary assessment of the commercial and economic viability of these options.
Part 7
The Part 7 Synthesis Report will bring all of the findings from Parts 1-6 together and will provide advice on potential options that
may be considered for further investigation/development.
The project is on track to be delivered by the end of this month, when the final report will be provided to the Queensland
Government for their consideration.
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Nutrition News

All about Sugars has released its first edition of Nutrition news.
This edition focuses on “Would a sugar tax affect obesity?’’.

Sugar tax
introduced in the UK

To read Nutrition news click here.

News that the United Kingdom government will
introduce a tax on sugary soft-drinks has sparked
interest in the application of such a tax on home soils
by the Australian media, especially following the public
urgings of celebrity chef, Jamie Oliver, for Australia to
‘pull their finger out’ and follow suit.
In brief, the tax announced in the UK budget
yesterday:

 Will be a levy imposed directly on the soft drinks
industry, rather than consumers at point of
purchase.

 Tax will be according to the volume of the sugarsweetened drinks they produce or import.

 There are two bands of tax - one for total sugar
content >5g per 100 millilitres, and a higher band
for >8g per 100 millilitres.

 Pure fruit juice, milkshakes, smoothies and similar
drinks are not included.

 Will come into force in two years’ time to give
companies time to change the ingredients of their
products.

 The money raised - an estimated £520 million a
year - will be spent on doubling funding for sport
in primary schools.
The World Sugar Research Organisation has reported
that this is seen in the UK as a beverage industry
issue.
The British Soft Drinks Association has
responded to the tax, saying: “We are extremely
disappointed by the Government’s decision to hit the
only category in the food and drink sector which has
consistently reduced sugar intake in recent years down 13.6% since 2012. We are the only category
with an ambitious plan for the years ahead – in 2015
we agreed a calorie reduction goal of 20% by 2020.
By contrast sugar and calorie intake from all other
major take home food categories is increasing – which
makes the targeting of soft drinks simply absurd.”
The Australian Sugar Industry Alliance nutrition team
is keeping a watching brief on the issue. They report
that as of this morning, there had been no media
comments from Australian experts in our press, but
they were expecting some.
Paul Schembri has
completed media interviews on the topic with ABCRadio and Network 7, questioning the effectiveness
and rationale behind the tax and rejecting the need for
such a tax in Australia.
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Dr Bert Collard to lead SRA sugarcane plant
breeding
Sugar Research Australia (SRA) has announced the appointment of Dr Bert
Collard to lead the sugarcane industry’s plant breeding program.
The SRA breeding program is the single biggest area of research investment
that SRA makes on behalf of SRA investors, delivering new and improved
varieties that are suited to local regions and that meet the requirements of
growers and millers.
Dr Collard joins SRA with a PhD in plant breeding, pathology and genetics,
and he completed his Bachelor of Science majoring in Biotechnology and
Botany at the University of Melbourne. Prior to taking on this role with SRA,
he was a Senior Scientist in the Plant Breeding, Genetics and Biotechnology
(PBGB) area at the International Rice Research Institute (IRRI), Los Banos,
in the Philippines. He led the breeding and applied rice research there since
2012, focusing on irrigated rice systems in Southeast Asia.

Sugar Research Australia (SRA) has announced the
appointment of Dr Bert Collard to lead the sugarcane
industry’s plant breeding program

He formerly held the position of durum wheat breeder/program leader in the
NSW Department of Primary Industries. While there, he led the Australian durum wheat improvement program, the national
durum wheat breeding program funded by GRDC.
SRA CEO Neil Fisher said that Dr Collard’s diverse experience from outside the sugarcane industry offered enormous potential
for innovation for the breeding program.
“His enthusiasm and experience in other crops such as rice and wheat as well as a background in molecular breeding offer a
fantastic opportunity for the SRA plant breeding program and the Australian sugarcane industry,” Mr Fisher said. “This
appointment is also a response to our investors’ feedback that they are seeking innovation and new ideas within the breeding
program.
“Dr Collard will play a vital role in working with our very experienced and highly-skilled plant breeding team in driving valued
solutions for a growing sugarcane industry.”
Dr Collard is based at Meringa outside Cairns, one of the key locations for the SRA breeding program.
Dr Collard said he looked forward to working with the Australian sugarcane industry, the plant breeding team at SRA, as well as
researchers from both within SRA and external to SRA, who
make contributions to the breeding program.
“Sugarcane is a vital agricultural industry in Queensland, and
varieties are a foundation of the productivity and profitability of
growers and millers,” he said. “I look forward to working with the
industry on continuing to improve and strengthen the breeding
program.”
Local Variety Approval Committee meetings are scheduled
across the Australian sugarcane industry soon. At these
meetings, the local industry will be presented with information
from SRA to inform their decision on approving the introduction
of new sugarcane varieties.
Terry Granshaw
0437 553 149
tgranshaw@bps.net.au
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CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the
fight on all issues affecting cane farmers
For the week ending 21 March 2016

Electricity


CANEGROWERS participated in an Australian Energy Regulator (AER) convened forum in which Powerlink provided an
overview of its regulatory pricing proposal for 2017-22. In the same meeting, Mr Hugh Grant, a member of the AER
Consumer Challenge Panel, presented a comprehensive critique of the Powerlink proposal review process.



Mr Grant’s analysis suggests consumers are paying too much for their electricity. An overview of his analysis is here: http://
reneweconomy.com.au/2016/why-consumers-are-paying-twice-what-they-should-for-grid-connection-95214

Trade




Indonesia’s Trade Minister Lembong, visiting Canberra this week, met with Minister Ciobo, Special Trade Envoy Robb and
separately with Deputy PM and Minister for Agriculture, Barnaby Joyce.
Sugar was raised and discussed in both meetings, with Minister Lembong saying sugar was very much on the table. Both
sides said they were exploring the possibility of securing early outcomes.
The Australian Government is assessing Brazil’s proposed challenge of Thai sugar support structures.

BMP update


Smartcane BMP statistics as at 17 March:



BMP Workplace Health and Safety (WHS) workshops were
delivered in the Tablelands and Mossman districts early in the
week in collaboration with WHS Queensland. Feedback has
been very positive. Workshops are rolling out to other districts in
the coming weeks.

Nitrogen capping


The term “Nitrogen Capping” has been used as an initial option by the Great Barrier Reef Water Science Taskforce to
improve water quality and meet nitrogen targets. CANEGROWERS does not support the terminology. It sends the wrong
message to the cane industry and to growers.



CANEGROWERS met with the Office of the Great Barrier Reef and Department of Environment & Heritage Protection to
discuss the matter on 11 March 2016. Government representatives were left with no doubt that CANEGROWERS does not
support nitrogen capping.

QFF Resource Planning and NRM Committee Meeting
The main agenda items were:
 Vegetation management clearing law amendments. Agforce went through the expected amendments. There was discussion
as to whether the changes would get through parliament.
 There was consensus to showcase the various best management practice systems to government departments to raise
awareness at all levels and clearly establish the potential as industry-led initiatives.




There was some discussion on the imminent reef taskforce recommendations.
The Energy Savers Plus project update covered the financing options and the progress of audits to date. There was still a
need for at least three cane grower audits.

National Environmental Science Program (NESP)


Project 25 is a catchment-scale water quality monitoring project instigated by board members from CANEGROWERS Cairns
Region. The project was supported by Minister Greg Hunt when growers wanted to know what the monitored water quality
impact from their farming operations was.



CANEGROWERS attended a meeting with CANEGROWERS Cairns Region and members of NESP to further scope the
project. There was an overview on the progress of current projects funded under NESP, as well as future projects that will be
considered in the 2016 round of funding.
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Pricing information
2015 Season Advances & Payments
as at 8 March 2016
$/tonne IPS
Initial *
20 August 15*
22 October 15*
17 December 15*
21 January 16*
18 February 16*
17 March 16
21 April 16
19 May 16
23 June 16
Final Payment

% estimated
return

$227
$243
$266
$304
$314
$316
$328
$338
$348
$367
$386

Waterfind Burdekin
Haughton WSS Water
Market Summary

80.0%
82.5%
85.0%
87.5%
90.0%
95.0%
100%

As at 21 March 2016

* paid
The Advance Program is a guide only. CANEGROWERS Burdekin takes no
responsibility for its accuracy. It only applies to growers who did not forward
price for 2015 (the default method). Growers who have forward priced for
2015 will be paid the same percentage of their final expected proceeds. For
individual advance rates check your grower forecast on the Wilmar website.

Allocations

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices
as at 23 March 2016
Gross

$/Tonne IPS
Net

2016 Season

$482

$462

2017 Season

$469

$449

2018 Season

$463

$443

Estimated QSL 2015 Pool Prices
As at 26 February 2016
$/Tonne IPS
GROSS
QSL Harvest Pool

$383

QSL Actively Managed Pool

$415

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool

$408

QSL US Quota Pool

$707

QSL 2-season Forward Pool 2015

$435

Dam Storage

The above information is provided by Waterfind.
The
information provided is of a general nature only and must not
be relied upon in substitution for professional advice.
Waterfind accepts no responsibility for the accuracy,
completeness or timeliness of any information provided. For
more information click here.

Burdekin Falls Dam Assessable Capacity Percentage
2010

2011

QSL 2-season Forward Pool 2016

$458

QSL 3-season Forward Pool 2016

$471

2014

2015

2016

22 Mar 2016

140

120

%

$442

2013

108%

180

160

QSL 3-season Forward Pool 2015

2012

200

100

80

60

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices
published on the QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated
regularly and provides a sense of how the QSL-managed pools are performing
over the current season.

40

The dam increased by 17.4%

20
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Week ending 18 March 2016

2016 Season Declarations Finalised
Nominations for QSL’s 2016 pricing pools have now been finalised, following this year’s
Pricing Declaration Date on 29 February. This year QSL will price risk manage around 1.33
million tonnes of raw sugar, via the QSL Actively Managed, the QSL Guaranteed Floor and
QSL Harvest Pools. Overall this season Committed Sugar makes up 54 per cent of the
tonnage to be marketed by QSL (inclusive of individual grower pricing, often referred to as
‘forward pricing’), while Uncommitted Sugar represents 46 per cent of the tonnage. This
sugar is priced in the QSL Harvest Pool, which will be the largest pool manged by QSL for
the 2016 Season.
This week we focus on how QSL manages the pricing and selling of sugar in Committed
Sugar Pools and Uncommitted Sugar Pools differently.

ICE 11 hits high
note
The global raw sugar price (ICE
11 ) hit another high overnight,
reaching above 16 c/lb for the first
time since February 2015. QSL
Treasurer,
Stephen
Stone
highlighted the key drivers behind
the price spike as being:



Committed Pools require you to nominate a set tonnage that you must deliver. Your
commitment to deliver these tonnes allows the QSL pricing team to know exactly how
much sugar they have to price and sell, and as a result, they can plan for this reflecting
each pool’s pricing discretion levels, financial instruments and pricing window (as outlined
in each pool’s Product Description Statement).

oil moving back above the
physiological level of $40 a
barrel, leading to higher
ethanol production;



QSL’s pricing team has already started pricing our Committed Pools for the coming
season. The team base their pricing decisions each day on their interpretation of the
market and the wider pricing strategy discussed with QSL’s Financial Risk Committee each
week.

the
Far
East
physical
premium has inched over 100
points on the back of a
tightening of supply of Thai
raws; and



the Brazil Real is back down
near 3.50, with further
volatility expected as the
political
and
economic
situation in Brazil remains
somewhat tenuous.

Managing Committed Pools

The Committed Pools which QSL is managing the pricing for 2016 Season are:



QSL 2016 2- Season Forward Pool (nominated at the commencement 2015 Season)



QSL 2017 2-Season Forward Pool (nominated at the commencement of 2016 Season
for contracted Suppliers)



QSL Actively Managed Pool



QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool

You can read more detail about
the daily market movements on
our website: www.qsl.com.au.
And listen to QSL Treasurer
Stephen Stone talk with the
ABC’S Craig Zonca here : http://
www.abc.net.au/news/rural/.

QSL also facilitates a number of Supplier Pricing Pools, which enable Growers to make
their own pricing decisions across the season. More information about these pools can be
found in our 2016 RSSA Marketing Guide available to download from our website: (http://
www.qsl.com.au/sites/default/files/2016QSL%20RSSA%20Marketing%
20Guide_finalweb.pdf ).

Managing Uncommitted Pools: The QSL Harvest Pool
The primary purpose of the QSL Harvest Pool is to help manage in-season crop
fluctuations, and as such, a portion of this pool cannot be priced or sold until all the sugar
in all the other QSL-managed pools has been received by QSL. This portion of the pool is
known as the Production Buffer. Because QSL must wait until we receive the sugar, the
pricing and sales strategy for this buffer tonnage is usually heavily weighted against the
March and May contracts each year.
However, in order to expand the pricing window and increase pricing opportunities for the
QSL Harvest Pool, QSL can start pricing the Storage Tranche (those tonnes in the Harvest
Pool that must be moved earlier in the season in order to manage storage requirements at
the bulk sugar terminals) prior to the Declaration Date. This means QSL started pricing a
portion of our 2016 Harvest Pool in December last year.
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DATES TO
REMEMBER
Sugar Industry Calendar
Click here

Can you help workers made
redundant at Queensland Nickel?
Harvesting & Haulout contractors - do you
need HR drivers?
I have a list of ex Queensland Nickel workers looking for haul out jobs. They
have been made redundant without the redundancy payment. Keen to work,
used to 12hr shifts, clear drug and alcohol testing. No fees, not job agency
related just trying to find good workers good jobs. I am also working with
the old Clare Ag College to provide training for HR Licences & Sugar induction.
If you provide me your contact details, I will screen people and forward you
the most appropriate resumes, saves you getting 50 phone calls per day.
Please contact me abramwell1@me.com or 0422510128. Angie
(I am not paid to do this but see a need for Contractors and Ex QNI
workers, my husband was in the first lot put off 15th Jan, people are doing it
really tough, the sugar needs workers).

www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au

@BurdekinCANE

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd

Would you like to
advertise in

canenews?
Email
bdk@canegrowers.com.au

to receive more
information
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The Canetube competition is back, so it's time to get
your creative juices flowing! We want you to create a
short, entertaining and educational video showing the

MAKE IT QUIRKY, MAKE
IT FUN, BUT MAKE SURE
YOU MAKE IT
INFORMATIVE!

best practices used in the sugar industry.
Get the skinny on this year's competition...visit the
CaneTube website.

It could be a music video, a comedy
skit, a cartoon, a documentary...
Need some inspiration?

2016 PRIZE BREAKDOWN

We made our own promo in just 2
hours...but we're pretty sure you can
do better!

First Prize - $10,000
Second Prize - $5,000

Watch it here.

Secondary School - $1,500
Primary School - $1,500
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Inkerman Lime & Gypsum
In critical times like now, between low prices, droughts, high
electricity costs, high water charges, YCS, and everything else
that gets thrown at farmers; it is now more important than ever
to keep the health of your soil at its optimum, so you can keep
productivity at its maximum. I know this too well, as I am a
farmer myself, with experience and interests in sugar cane,
small crops, heavy produce, mangoes, broad acre crops, and
forestry.

With all this in mind, can you afford not to use our
products?
Don’t sell yourself short! “Remember it pays, not costs,
to use our products.” If you can’t make money due to low
prices and all the above, the next best thing is to increase
productivity, or at least keep the productivity up as high as you
can. Keeping your soil in tip top condition is the best medicine
for those bigger production figures that will in turn result in a
much higher return. Without soil health you can feed your
crops all sorts of vitamins and minerals but will lack the
response that you will achieve by having the soil in optimum
health.

Let’s talk about input costs
In times of ever increasing costs of inputs and no letting down,
we at Inkerman Lime & Gypsum are proud to advise that
we have made some internal changes and a restructuring of
our business operations by purchasing our own heavy vehicles
for road transport, so we could reduce our product costs and in
turn pass on savings to the customer. In doing so, we created
extra jobs for our community, a win win for everyone.
We all should be asking other businesses who directly or
indirectly benefit from farmers in this region, to help farmers in
tough times to at least try to follow suit and reduce prices
wherever they can. This is my challenge to other local business
owners, “If I can, you can!”
I would also like to advise that a new crushing plant has
ensured a very finely ground product which is important for a
faster reaction in the soils. For those farmers who have their
own spreaders, we can do you a good deal on bulk deliveries.
“If things are a bit tight for you speak to us about a payment
plan.”

Please call Joe, Rosetta & Robert
for details on prices.

The above is a paid advertisement
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Contact Us
HEAD OFFICE
141 Young Street, Ayr
bdk@canegrowers.com.au
Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm
Fri: 9am - 3pm
4790 3600

Debra Burden

canenews is read by the majority of Burdekin cane
farmers and their families in the Burdekin. Copies
are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS Offices,
businesses, industry, politicians, Government
Agencies and members of the community.
PROJECT & TRAINING CENTRE
CANEGROWERS Hall,
68 Tenth Street, Home Hill

General Manager

Wayne Smith

Manager: Member Services

Michelle Andrews

Manager: Finance & Admin

0417 709 435
4790 3603
0428 834 802
4790 3604

Payroll & Administration

Martine Bengoa

Insurance Consultant

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited
ABN:

43 114 632 325

Postal Address: PO Box 933, AYR QLD 4807
Telephone:

(07) 4790 3600

Facsimile:

(07) 4783 4914

Email:

bdk@canegrowers.com.au

4790 3602

JP (Qual)

Tiffany Giardina

Published Weekly by:

4790 3601
4790 3605
0408 638 518

Email address: firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au
DIRECTORS
Phil Marano
Chair

marano@bigpond.com

0404 004 371

David Lando
Deputy Chair

david@landoandsons.com.au

0417 770 345

Russell Jordan

jorfar@exemail.com.au

0427 768 479

Owen Menkens

owen_menkens@hotmail.com

0409 480 179

Steven Pilla

mpbella@bigpond.com.au

0417 071 861

Roger Piva

rogerdpiva@gmail.com

0429 483 815

Sib Torrisi

sibbyt58@bigpond.com

0429 827 196

Arthur Woods

artywoods1@bigpond.com

0415 961 945

Please direct all advertising enquiries and materials
to the above.

Disclaimer
In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our”
means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our
directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter
has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do
our very best to present information that is correct and
accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or
representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or
accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter,
for any purposes.
Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be
excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss,
damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of
the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information
appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole
responsibility and risk associated with the use and results
of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you
agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage
whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of,
or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We
recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any
information provided in this newsletter.

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Payroll Service
At CANEGROWERS Burdekin we take the burden out of processing
payroll, from just $1 a day* our comprehensive payroll service will
cover all your reporting requirements.
Phone Tiffany today for a quote 4790 3600
* Two employees paid fortnightly with membership discount applied.

