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New look CANEGROWERS to
meet changing needs of growers
CANEGROWERS will implement a plan which will see the successful agricultural lobby
group restructure to better serve the changing agricultural landscape it is now operating
in.
The new approach strengthens, modernises and streamlines the well-recognised
traditional approach to strong member representation for which CANEGROWERS has
been renowned for over 88 years
“The Board has recognised that times have changed and that there are better – not only
stronger, but more cost effective – ways of structuring a robust lobby group,” says CEO of
CANEGROWERS, Brendan Stewart.
Brendan Steward, CANEGROWERS CEO

Mr Stewart says the changes start with a renewed focus on delivery of core business and
policy for members and spans all the way through to a modernised Board, built for increased flexibility and responsiveness.
“To ensure each mill area has a strong voice at the State level, CANEGROWERS is rolling out a refocused regional representation
model to ensure that it is a robust mechanism through which the needs of every mill area can be channeled through to the new
Policy Council and Board for action,” he says.
“The current Board of 21 (one per mill) will be restructured into a 21-member Policy Council, which will meet bi-annually to set
proactive, responsive and robust policy direction for the organisation. The Policy Council will interface with a new streamlined
Board of eight which will meet more frequently, setting priorities and overseeing the running of the business on behalf of
members.”
With greatly improved communications systems and technologies, Boards around Australia are finding they don’t need to have
such large, expensive Boards to achieve strong regional representation. Under the new structure, CANEGROWERS will also be
rolling out a new three-prong approach to its policy committees which will consist of committees for: farm inputs and research,
environment and sustainability, and economics and trade.
CANEGROWERS also says that after 20 years of holding CPI increases on levies, as from May, the State levies will be increased.
“CANEGROWERS has been able to shield its members from CPI increases over the last two decades, during which time our
members have faced some of the toughest times in the industry’s history,” says Mr Stewart
“To be the strongest and most efficient business we can be, the Board has agreed that it is important to put a levies system in
place which covers the delivery of the core business that CANEGROWERS performs on behalf of its grower members. As from
May CANEGROWERS will be adjusting to a 16.25 cent State levy, more reflective of the actual cost of delivering the multitude of
services that CANEGROWERS now delivers for its members.
CANEGROWERS says the measures being rolled out are a strong step towards fortifying the organisation to meet the changing
needs of cane grower members and capitalising on opportunities for increased strength in representation. “The key to
CANEGROWERS continued strength is fortifying our regional representation model. This has always been – and will continue to
be – at the centre of CANEGROWERS strength,” says Mr Stewart.

This newsletter is not to be distributed or reproduced without the express permission of CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd
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CANEGROWERS
Burdekin Ltd
Channel Harvesting available for
Burdekin Channel Systems
Department of Natural Resources & Mines have announced a water
harvesting event on the Burdekin River.

Membership Fees
For 2014/2015
CBL Administration Fee
CBL Water Perils Crop Comp.

SunWater advises that additional water will be available to irrigators
who pump from the channel systems as from Monday, 3 March 2014
Irrigators wishing to utilise channel harvesting must contact SunWater
on 13 15 89 or fax to 31200249 or e-mail
customersupport@sunwater.com.au with their Customer Number,
Offtake Number and the corresponding meter reading.
When the channel harvesting period is over, irrigators will be required
to read their meters and provide SunWater with the finish readings.
A finish date for the availability of channel harvested water will be
advised.

CGU Fire Perils Crop Comp.
Queensland CANEGROWERS Fee
Sub Total

21 cents
2 cents
1.86 cents
16.25 cents
41.11 cents
+ GST

2010 Sucrogen Dispute Fighting Fund TBA
Sucrogen Dispute Fighting Fund as agreed with Impacted
members the levy for the dispute has been 20 cents for

All water taken as channel harvesting during this period will be billed
at the relevant Part D tariff per megalitre.

the previous 3 years.

SPECIAL 50% DISCOUNT
FOR NEW MEMBERS
A 50% discount on the total Membership Fee is on
offer for new members. For the 2014/15 year, for any
new member who joins or re-joins CANEGROWERS
they will receive the full benefits of being a member of
CANEGROWERS for half price.
As an example if the total of all of the levies remained
exactly the same as last year at 36 cents then the new
member would only pay 18 cents per tonne for the
2014/15 year and this would provide full membership of
Canegrowers Burdekin and CANEGROWERS Qld plus
crop compensation cover for both Water and Fire.
If you know any cane farmers who are not already
members of CANEGROWERS we encourage you to
let them know about this special offer and to
encourage them to give us a call.
Terms and conditions apply. One condition being the special
50% discount applies to the full levy for new members/
tonnage with up to and including 40,000 tonnes. For new
members with tonnage over 40,000 a special discount will be
negotiated.
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NQ Dry Tropics will
open for Burdekin
Sugarcane Reef
Water Quality Grant
applications next
Thurs 13 March 2014

YES I BOUGHT A JEEP

The NQ Dry Tropics Sustainable Agriculture program is delivering Reef Water Quality
Grants as part of the Australian Government’s Reef Programme and its $15 million
commitment to the Burdekin Dry Tropics region from 2013-16.
The grants are designed to provide the financial assistance to help farmers implement
changes that improve management practices and productivity, while also reducing
agricultural run-off into the Great Barrier Reef lagoon.
NQ Dry Tropics is working in conjunction with project partners BBIFMAC, DAFFQ,
Farmacist and BPS to deliver grants, training and extension to cane farmers in the Burdekin
Dry Tropics region.

SCAN HERE

www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au

The CANEGROWERS
Burdekin App is available by
scanning the above QR
code



Sugarcane Reef Water Quality Grants will fund applicable B Class practices (Best
management practice for water quality) from the ABCD Framework for Sugarcane
Growers – Burdekin Region 2013



A Class practices (Cutting Edge/Innovation) will be assessed on a case-by-case basis



B Class management practices that are not eligible for Sugarcane Reef Water Quality
Grants will be supported through extension and training opportunities



All Sugarcane Reef Water Quality Grants are capped at $24,000



Available funding rates are determined by a sliding scale based on water quality and
private benefit outcomes and will be funded at applicable rate up to the cap amount

Contact a Field Officer to set up an on-farm visit after the 13th March to discuss your
proposed management practice change.
NQ DRY TROPICS David Olsen - 0488 741 609 Laurent Verpeaux - 0417 799 003
DAFF - Brock Dembowski - 0467 819 592
BBIFMAC 07 4783 4344

@BurdekinCANE

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd
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Have your say : the QLD
plan

The Queensland Plan is a 30-year vision for our great state. The
plan will outline our shared vision for the next 30 years and identify
local and statewide priorities. The Queensland Plan is being
developed through a collaborative process involving community
members, business and industry representatives, state and local
government officers and Members of Parliament.
You have until 7 March 2014 to have your say about the
Queensland Plan. Head to http://queenslandplan.qld.gov.au/visions/
to review the working draft and respond to the survey.
Alternatively, you can participate in webjams, to be held 24 to 28
February 2014. These provide an opportunity to discuss key areas
from The Queensland Plan working draft with some of Queensland’s
leading industry and academic experts, along with fellow
Queenslanders, in real-time. Head to http://
queenslandplan.qld.gov.au/visions/webjams/ for more information.

Matthew Magin has
been appointed the
new CEO of Burdekin
Shire Council
Matthew’s LinkedIn profile as at Friday 28th February,
2014 advises:

Having spent his early working life in the retail sector
Matthew has a highly developed sense of service
delivery and managing expectations of both internal and
external clients.

SRA Membership
SRA CEO, Neil Fisher, stated at the ASA forum that SRA will do
what it's members tell it.
The question is are you a member?
Currently, only 50% of SRA levy payers are members.
Just because you are paying your levy does not make you a
member.
To become a member you must have completed the SRA
membership application form (one for each of your ABNs) and
return it to SRA.

Matthew moved into the field of sustainable regional
economic development as the CEO of a member based
economic development organisation before accepting a
role with State Government in the same discipline.
Having then spent five years in Federal Government on
the political side of the fence Matthew has a solid
grounding in political processes and government at the
Local, State and National levels.
Matthew is self-employed and his principal contract
currently is with North Queensland Bulk Ports
Corporation (NQBP) in a Business Development &
Stakeholder Management role focusing on the continued
development of Abbot Point as a rapidly expanding coal
terminal and port infrastructure to support the State
Governments Abbot Point State Development Area.
In terms of specialist skills and expertise Matthews
strengths lie in the ability to link the community,
Government and business together to ensure success.
This could include such things as:
• Business Development
• Government Relations
• Relationship & stakeholder management
• Community Engagement/Consultation
• Statutory approval processes
• Media management, communications & marketing
• Grant Applications/submission writing
• Conferences & events/seminars & workshops
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Approval for Abbot Point permit
There has been a fair bit of media commentary on the approval for the Abbot Point permit. For growers interest below is a copy
of a full press release from the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority. This press release was dated 31/01/2014.

The Australian Governments Information sheet on this topic can be found here

Press release from GBRMPA
After rigorous assessment, the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park
Authority has approved an application by North Queensland Bulk
Ports Corporation to dispose of dredge spoil at a deepwater location
offshore of Abbot Point, subject to strict environmental conditions.
Authority Chairman, Dr Russell Reichelt, said he recognised the amount of debate and community concern that the project had
generated and shared with everyone a strong desire to ensure the Reef remains a great natural wonder into the future.
“This approval is in line with the agency’s view that port development along the Great Barrier Reef coastline should be limited to
existing ports,” Dr Reichelt said.
“As a deepwater port that has been in operation for nearly 30 years, Abbot Point is better placed than other ports along the Great
Barrier Reef coastline to undertake expansion as the capital and maintenance dredging required will be significantly less than
what would be required in other areas.
“It’s important to note the seafloor of the approved disposal area consists of sand, silt and clay and does not contain coral reefs or
seagrass beds.”
General Manager for Biodiversity, Conservation and Sustainable Use, Bruce Elliot said the stringent environmental conditions
imposed on the dredge disposal would help protect biodiversity, heritage and social values of the multi-use Marine Park and
ensure potential impacts of this activity are avoided, mitigated or offset.
“The Federal Environment Minister, as part of his approval conditions for this development, has required North Queensland Bulk
Ports to identify alternate disposal sites within an identified investigation zone,” Mr Elliot said.
“We would support the use of an alternative site if it is found to be equal to or better in terms of environmental or heritage
outcomes.”
Mr Elliot said the agency had fully considered and taken into account the Environment Minister’s approval, granted on 10
December 2013, of the capital dredging program and dredge disposal site for the Abbot Point terminal expansion, as well as
community views and relevant scientific and technical reports.
“By granting this permit application with rigorous safeguards, we believe we are able to provide certainty to both the community
and the proponent while seeking to ensure transparent and best practice environmental management of the project,” he said.
Forty-seven environmental conditions, which reflect the latest science and best industry management practices, as well as the
conditions already put in place by the
Environment Minister, impose strict mitigation measures such as:









measures to minimise impact on biodiversity, particularly coral
a long-term water quality monitoring plan that extends five years after the disposal activity is completed
a heritage management plan to protect the Catalina World War II aircraft wreck located in Abbot Bay
offset measures for commercial fishers in the event of adverse impacts
a requirement to prevent any harm to environmental, cultural and heritage values of any areas beyond 20 kilometres from the
disposal site
environmental site supervision by a GBRMPA nominee
establishment of an independent dredging and disposal technical advice panel and a management response group which will
include community representatives.

The approved disposal site is located approximately 25 kilometres east-north-east of the port, while the investigation zone being
assessed for alternative locations is located 20 to 30 kilometres from the area being dredged.
All material destined for ocean relocation is tested by accredited laboratories and has to comply with strict requirements under the
National Assessment Guidelines for Dredging.
Testing has confirmed there are no identified contaminants in the sediments in Abbot Point that will be dredged and relocated.
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KFSU update and outlook
KFSU LTD will host a project update 14 March and encourages all
parties with an interest in the future of sugarcane and cane products
to come along.
KFSU has entered an exciting stage in its commercialisation with
markets secured for the first major production line. This month KFSU
will take its newly positioned Phytocel product to highly regarded
food industry trade shows in the US and Asia.
Don’t miss the last chance to tour the KFSU factory prior to a major
upscale - which will limit the capacity for public showcase
opportunities once in full production mode.
Farmers and businesses can also learn about opportunities to
maximise their tax dollar as PwC will have a short showcase on R&D
Tax Incentives. This program has provided $1.5 million to KFSU over
the last 7 years and KFSU feels that many farmers and businesses
could potentially benefit from this government incentive.

CHAIRS FOR HIRE
CANEGROWERS Project and Training
Centre
$10 plus $0.50 per Chair
Plus GST
75 Available
To book please phone

4782 1922
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To download the program click here

To download a registration form click here
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DATES TO
REMEMBER
BBIFMAC General
Meeting, Friday 14 March,
9.30am at Burdekin PCYC
Guest speakers: Brian
Granshaw, Diana O’Donald
& Jason Dowie

GIVE (Grower Innovation
Virtual Expo) is to be held
Monday 17 March to
Thursday 20 March in
Innisfail

New approved varieties to plant
in 2014
With planting soon to begin it's time to consider what new varieties you might trial on
your farm this year.
In todays CaneClips Roderick Fletcher discusses the new varieties approved for
release in 2013. In Part A he takes viewers from the Northern Region to the Burdekin
and in
Part B from the Central Region to NSW.

Soil Health Forum, Babinda
RSL, Wednesday 2 April
& Walkamin Sports Club ,
Thursday 3 April. RSVP
to Fiona on 0488702203

BPS Shed Meetings

10 Mar

8:30

11 Mar

8:30

13 Mar

8:30

13 Mar

1:00

14 Mar

8:30

17 Mar

8:30

25 Mar

8:30

25 Mar

1:00

27 Mar

8:30

27 Mar

1:00

Osbourne/
Causeway/
Marshalls
Inkerman/
Koolkuna/Iona/
Fredericksfield
Down River/
Ramsdens
Darvenezia/
Groper Creek
Pioneer Mill/
Colevale/
Kalamia Estate
& Town

Airdmillan/
Dicks Bank/
McDesme/
Airville
Waterview/
Sextons/
Aerodrome
Rita Island
Jarvisfield/
Kilrie
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QSL update

By Carla Keith, QSL Industry Relationship Manager
for week ending 7 March 2014

2014 Season Pricing Declarations
Pricing declarations for the 2014 season have now been
finalised and we have a growth in tonnage forecasted to move
through the QSL system. More than three million tonnes is set
to move through our financing, pricing and logistics functions.
This figure is slightly higher than last year, however it may
change throughout the season as it is a forecast only.
Not surprisingly, we have seen an increase in tonnage
nominated to the QSL Actively Managed and Growth Pools,
which are pools that provide the greatest discretion for our team
to make pricing decisions, and for the 2013 season are
achieving the greatest returns.

2014
Floor
Achieved
Absolute Floor

$454 AUD/MT
Actual

$437 AUD/MT
IPS

$444 AUD/MT
Actual

$427 AUD/MT
IPS

Participation rate

50%



The 2014 Floor Strike Price is the price the pool needs to
achieve before you start sharing in 50 per cent of any
increases in the market above this price. (The other 50 per
cent of the gain goes to the bank providing the insurance
for the pool.)



The Absolute Floor Price is the guaranteed minimum
value of the pool. This means that if the market price falls
below this price you will still achieve this "Absolute Floor
Price".

Having this production forecast allows QSL to develop its
marketing and logistics plans for the year ahead, and start
pricing on the ICE 11 futures market for the 2014 season. QSL
will remain the largest seller of Australian raw sugar with around

two million tonnes to sell. Under the amended Raw Sugar
Supply Agreement, millers will have the option to sell their
economic interest sugar.
QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool

Strike



The Guaranteed Floor Pool price for the 2014 season has been
established at $444 AUD/metric tonnes actual / $428 AUD/MT
IPS.

The Participation Rate is the amount of participation in
price rises above the Strike Price. Fifty per cent
participation means that for every dollar ($1) the market
trades above the Strike Price, the pool receives 50 cents.
The prices shown here and on our website are Gross $A
per Tonnes Actual. These prices may need to be
converted to $A per Tonnes IPS before they can be applied
in cane price formulas. We have provided an indicative IPS
price, however the actual IPS factor will depend on sugar
actually produced during the season.

QSL market update

By Steve Stone, QSL Treasurer
as at 3 March 2014

Sugar
After a very weak start to the 2014 calendar year, raw sugar
futures continued to dramatically strengthen over the past two
weeks. In volatile trading conditions, prices advanced to the 18
c/lb level, or $AUD450 per tonne from the perspective of
Australian sugar producers.
With the MAR 14 contract expiring on Friday, conditions have
been volatile as speculators respond to the impact of the dry
weather in Brazil that has affected a number of their major
export commodities.



Demand to receive sugar at the Mar14 expiry was
minimal, not surprising given recent price strength.

To wrap-up our sugar commentary, whilst QSL does see
tighter sugar supply conditions into the latter part of 2014 as
we transition to a likely deficit market, the recent price strength
appears to be overdone and will attract heavy producer pricing
from most sugar regions.
Currency
We report much quieter trading conditions than those seen in
commodity markets. The Australian dollar continues to trade at
the top end of recent ranges at the US90 cent level, yet
appears unlikely to sustain levels above 90 cents at present.

Looking ahead, how sustainable is this price strength? The
move in futures has again highlighted the danger of ignoring
the weather premium in pricing agricultural commodities. We
believe, however, further upside from these levels is unlikely in Economic data seems quite mixed in both the US and our
the short-term for the following reasons:
largest trading partner, China, whilst local conditions continue
to reflect a definite weakness in the Australian economy.
 The dry weather in Brazil is an issue for next season’s
Our economy has suffered from the effects of a high currency
crop. Demand in the cash physical market reminds us
there remains a great deal of sugar supply to soak up from and high wages for some time. A slowing mining sector and
now drought conditions in many of our rural areas give very
the current season.
little scope for optimism.



The price strength was driven by a squaring of short
speculative positions. Speculators are now sitting long,
with producers eager to sell into this strength.



The Brazilian currency remains vulnerable after a brief
period of strength. A weaker Real will immediately provide
head winds for sugar prices.

Accordingly, we remain confident the Australian dollar will
struggle to maintain levels much above US90 cents for the
coming season and will weaken toward the US80 cents level.
This is good news for the local sugar industry.
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Pricing information
2013 Season Advances & Payments
as at 17 February 2014
% estimated
return

$/tonne IPS
Initial *
22 August 13*
26 September 13*
24 October 13*
21 November 13*
19 December 13*
23 January 14
20 February 14
20 March 14
24 April 14
22 May 14
26 June 14
Final Payment

Wilmar newsletter

$219
$235
$256
$262
$275
$284
$305
$317
$327
$336
$346
$365
$384

Click here for the latest Sugar Mills Update from
Wilmar.

77.5%
82.5%
85.0%
87.5%
90.0%
95.0%
100%

Market reports
available for
members
Exclusive to CANEGROWERS members a free
market information service is available.
This service includes:

* paid
The Advance Program is a guide only. CANEGROWERS Burdekin takes
no responsibility for its accuracy. It only applies to growers who did not
forward price for 2013 (the default method). Growers who have forward
priced for 2013 will be paid the same percentage of their final expected
proceeds. For individual advance rates check your grower forecast on the
Wilmar website.

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices
as at 7 March 2014
Gross

$/Tonne IPS

2014 Season
2015 Season

$462
$472

$443
$452

2016 Season

$483

$463

Estimated QSL 2013 Pool Prices



A
specially
commissioned
fortnightly
CANEGROWERS Market Report prepared for
CANEGROWERS by Czarnikow Ltd.



The daily sugar and currency market analysis In
the Raw, prepared by Warren Males.



The LMC quarterly Sugar Price Forecasting
Service.

For more information and to subscribe to the
service click here.
QSL daily market reports are available via their
website www.qsl.com.au. To view the daily report
click here.

As at 28 February 2014
$/Tonne IPS
GROSS

% Priced

QSL Harvest Pool

$390

83%

QSL Discretionary Pool

$398

98%

QSL Actively Managed Pool

$409

96%

QSL Growth Pool

$423

89%

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool

$392

100%

QSL US Quota Pool

$483

QSL 2013 Season Forward Pool

$429

89%

QSL 2014 Season Forward Pool

$418

62%

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices
published on the QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is
updated regularly and provides a sense of how the QSL-managed pools
are performing over the current season.

The QSL presentation from the BPS/
SRA Grower Info Day can be found
here

The Green Pool weekly sugar reports which were
available to growers via the grower web are now
available through the CANEGROWERS Burdekin
website.
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QFF & NFF
Updates
CANEGROWERS is an
active member of
National Farmers’
Federation (NFF) and
Queensland Farmers
Federation (QFF) , a
partnership through which
we have been able to
concentrate and leverage
influence in areas of
importance to the cane
industry. As part of a
range of services, NFF &
QFF provides a range of
information, including
weekly cross-commodity
updates.

Drought Package Update
The NFF has this week welcomed the announcement of a $320 million dollar relief package
to drought affected farmers. The package comes as a suite of measures offering financial,
social and mental health support for farmers, their families and communities currently in the
grips of severe drought. The announcement demonstrates that the Government has
listened to our calls for a short-term drought relief package, and consequently, has
delivered over two-thirds of the measures proposed by the NFF and members.
The package, which is both fiscal and fair, and for the current drought at the current time,
has been welcomed by members across the country. In the lead up to this, we thank
members for their continuous efforts to place drought policy as a matter of priority for the
State and Federal Governments. In addition, we acknowledge the Prime Minister’s recent
tour to drought affected region, and commend Ag Minister Barnaby Joyce for his continued
efforts to ensure agriculture is prioritised on the national agenda.
The measures proposed by the Government will address several issues faced by farmers
in drought, including rising debt levels, capacity to make household payments, limited water
for livestock, personal stress, and managing pest animals. For further information on the
Government’s drought package, the PM’s media release and fact sheet is available here.
Whilst some of the measures called on by the NFF were not included, such as rural
workforce assistance and the delivery of independent professional advice, the NFF will
continue to focus efforts on a longer-term drought policy reform. For more, see our media
release here.

TPP Negotiations
NFF President Brent Finlay has this week led a delegation of commodity sector
representatives to the Trans Pacific Partnership round of negotiations in Singapore. The
delegation met with a number of country officials, and also held a productive meeting with
Trade Minister Andrew Robb. During the meeting with Minister Robb, the delegation
reiterated the message that Australian agriculture are expecting stronger and more
inclusive outcomes from the agreement.
Several TPP countries including Australia, are urging an improved commitment to market
access, and this is clearly an obstacle that requires further work. Trade Ministers from the
12 countries have formally re-affirmed their commitment to complete the TPP, and flagged
the ongoing challenges around issues such as market access and state owned enterprises
in a statement released following the end of the meeting.

Japan Bilateral agreement
During the delegation meeting with Trade Minister Andrew Robb, the issue of the Japan
bilateral agreement was discussed. The Minister noted that discussions were continuing to
progress quickly, and noted that Japan’s Prime Minister Shinzō Abe will be visiting
Australia in April and Prime Minister Abbott returning the visit to Japan in July this year.
While there was no official commitment on finalising the agreement from Minister Robb, his
comments were a clear and timely indication that details of an agreement is likely to be
progressed in the next few months. The NFF and commodity sectors will continue to
advocate for outcomes that are commercially beneficial and make a difference within and
beyond the farm gate.

NFF Congress – Theme announced
The National Farmers’ Federation biennial National Congress will be held again this
October. The theme for this event has been confirmed as ‘Producing our Future’. Further
details will be made available soon. To express your interest in attending, exhibiting or
sponsoring—and to receive newsletters on this major event for Australian agriculture—
email: nffcongress@eventdirectors.com.au.
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Mobile Coverage Programme development
Late last year, the Government released a discussion paper seeking feedback on the most effective way to structure
the $100 million regional mobile coverage programme. The NFF will provide a submission to this process, focussing more on the
required needs of rural areas rather than the technical capacity of the network. Submissions are due today 28 February. Further
information, available here.
As part of the Programme, you can also report a regional, remote or outer metropolitan location with poor or non-existent mobile
coverage, in the following ways: by email to mobilecoverage@communications.gov.au; or by writing to or emailing your Federal
Member of Parliament.
The Government will develop a database of locations which have been reported as having poor or non-existent mobile coverage.
Further information is available here.

NFF Environmental Liaison Officer
Farmers are reminded to contact the NFF’s Environment Liaison Officer, Jol Taber, to enquire about national environmental law
and compliance. Just recently, a Kangaroo Island landowner has been found guilty of contempt of court for failing to comply with
a 2006 order to remediate more than 20ha of illegally cleared native vegetation. The underlining message is non-compliance of
environmental legislation is not a cost productive option, and assistance from the NFF’s Environment Liaison Officer could save
you an expensive compliance procedure, possibly resulting in a criminal or civil case.
Farmers should contact the NFF’s ELO, Jol Taber, on 02 6269 5666 or environment@nff.org.au for confidential consultations on
compliance with the environment.

QFF WORKING TO SEE GOVERNMENT ADDRESS INDUSTRY
SKILLS AND TRAINING NEEDS
THE Queensland Farmers’ Federation met jointly Agriculture Minister John McVeigh and Education Minister, John-Paul
Langbroek last week to discuss the agriculture industry’s skills and training requirements, in a joint meeting with AgForce. QFF
and its members are working to assist the government to engage with industry and to help deliver vocational education and
training (VET) reforms. This is not a costless exercise to get agribusinesses and farmers engaged with training providers and the
government needs to help if the VET sector is to deliver training services for the four pillar economy, especially in the regions.
Otherwise there is a significant risk of the State Government falling short of its stated objectives.
Later in the week, President Joanne Grainger also attended a Ministerial Industry Commission forum that looked further at skills
and training needs of the Queensland economy.

INVESTIGATIONS TO LOOK AT INCORPORATING
QUEENSLAND INTO THE NATIONAL RAIL NETWORK
THE State and Federal Governments have agreed to investigate incorporating Queensland into the national rail network. The
Australian Rail Track Corporation is leading the investigation into expanding the ARTC’s 8500km national network. QFF will
monitor this investigation and will keep members informed of what any changes may mean for farmers via the Weekly Bulletin.
With projections of the requirements for the freight task in Queensland increasing by about 90 percent from 2010 to 2026, this
initiative could pose significant benefits for primary producers looking to move freight, particularly to port for export industries. The
report from the ARTC is expected by mid-year.

DROUGHT PACKAGE – WHAT IT MEANS FOR QFF MEMBER
INDUSTRIES
QFF continues to be engaged in the long-term policy agenda on drought, and sees that the in-event announcement last week is
further demonstration that the government needs to act on refining a long term policy approach to drought. QFF continues to
advocate for preparedness measures, which must be considered separately to last week’s announcement. The below provides a
summary of the main measures announced for primary producers last week:
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DROUGHT PACKAGE – WHAT IT MEANS FOR QFF MEMBER
INDUSTRIES—continued


Farm Household Allowance. This program provides income support comparable to the Newstart Allowance for the
unemployed. Details on the payment are available here. QFF understands that to claim this allowance, the farm hardship
does not necessarily need to correlate with drought or official drought declarations. However, there are a number of other
criteria that need to be satisfied in relation to income and farm assets. Importantly, net farm assets (minus debt) must not
exceed $2.55 million.



Concessional loans. These loans are similar to the Farm Finance scheme which was released last year by the previous
government and was triggered, in part, by the crisis caused by the ban of live export cattle shipments to Indonesia. The new
loans scheme is now specifically tied to drought impacted regions but the loans can be used for operating expenses and
recovery activities as well as debt restructuring. Loans of up to $1 million or 50 percent of debt, whichever is lower, are
available at a term of five years at 4pc interest (0.5pc less than the Farm Finance Scheme). It is important to note that this
assistance will help relatively few producers. In all, $280 million has been made available for this loans scheme, and it has
been speculated in the media that $100 million could be available for Queensland. But with the maximum loan amount up to
$1 million, this could mean in the order of 100 farmers receive the loan. It will be unhelpful for farmers who have kept their
debt low. It is also subject to a ‘viability test’, which industry has concerns about the precise definition around. For example,
there are concerns that the recent price crisis impacting the dairy industry means that some producers would fail this test.
The five-year term has also been criticised for being too short.



Water related infrastructure. This program is primarily an emergency mechanism to ensure animal welfare and to provide
stock with water via a cost-sharing arrangement between primary producers and the government.



$10 million for pest eradication. This program appears targeted at wild dog control.



$10.7 million for mental and social health services. QFF is awaiting detail on how this program would be rolled out and
accessed.

The drought package presents relatively few helpful options for Queensland’s intensive agricultural industries impacted by
drought. When it is taken into account that the $280 million for concessional loans will be re-payed to the government, then the
overall funding commitment to the drought package is small, particularly when compared to other recent natural disasters such as
the ex-cyclone Oswald flooding, Cyclone Yasi, and the 2011 floods.

SURVEY REVEALS EXTENT OF QLD DAIRY CRISIS
ALMOST nine in every ten Queensland dairy farmers lack confidence in the future of the industry, the majority have negative
cashflow, and farmgate milk prices will need to rise by at least 12 cents per litre before confidence can be renewed and fresh milk
supplies are restored for Queensland consumers. This was a key finding of a survey by the Queensland Dairyfarmers’
Organisation of the State’s dairy farmers in January, 2014.The QDO distributed its survey to the State’s 496 dairy farmers (the
total number has decreased by 100 since the supermarket milk war began) and received a response rate of 46 percent. QDO
President Brian Tessmann said that the survey was confirmation of the ongoing impacts and confidence crisis hitting the
Queensland industry, which had been rocked in recent years by floods, cyclones, the milk price war, and now severe drought. “Of
those surveyed, an alarming 87 percent said they were uncertain or not confident in the future of the northern industry, and 79pc
were either uncertain or not confident in their own dairying business,” Mr Tessmann said. Mr Tessmann said that with drought
conditions now tightening on the State’s dairying regions, the shortfall of milk that followed the supermarket milk price war and low
farm gate milk prices has accelerated. “It has been estimated that the shortfall of Queensland milk is about 100 million litres or
20pc. The ludicrous situation is that milk is being freighted at a higher cost to fill the gap, at a cost more than local farmers are
being paid. Our market is in total failure.
“The supermarkets could fix the problem with the stroke of a pen, but the reality is that the industry is facing its third natural
disaster – drought – since the price war began and the supermarkets are still refusing to stop the milk price war. Given the gross
failure this is causing the milk supply chain, we need the Federal Government to act immediately. This means a Mandatory Code
of Conduct must be implemented immediately, beyond any lengthy reviews of legislation that they have flagged. Otherwise, the
Queensland milk shortage will get worse, and a vital Queensland industry will continue to deteriorate, as more and more farmers
sell up.”
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REGIONAL AGENDAS TO BE DISCUSSED AT USQ’S DRF
CONFERENCE IN JUNE
DO you want to be part of a discussion that raises awareness of challenges and opportunities across the themes of agricultural
futures, regional futures, and digital futures? The Digital Rural Futures Conference to be held at the University of Southern
Queensland Toowoomba campus from June 25 to 27 will act as a launching pad for discussion and action on some specific
drivers of the agricultural industry e.g. total factor productivity (TFP) growth including:



improved agronomy through new digital systems and technologies



more efficient equipment



improved business skills and decision-making, all combined to yield grower innovation



the rate of growth in TFP—the ratio of the total quantity of outputs to total inputs which has slowed, in part, reflecting the
impact of a prolonged drought.

Regaining the momentum in productivity growth is a high priority for the agricultural industry. Specifically, the Agricultural Futures
Stream objectives intends to provide a platform for better use and sharing of information - explore new approaches to improve
access to and sharing of information for better decision making in the agricultural and natural resource sectors. This conference is
attended by government and industry representatives providing a direct voice for innovative farmers to share their ideas. Who
should participate: Researchers, primary producers, communities, government agencies, industry and other potential partners
For information visit http://www.usq.edu.au/digital-rural-futures or email DRFConference@usq.edu.au

FARM BUSINESS MANAGEMENT PROGRAM CALLS FOR
APPLICATIONS
APPLICATIONS for Rabobank’s prestigious Executive Development Program are open. The program – which gives leading
farmers from across Australia and New Zealand the opportunity to enhance their business management skills and take their
enterprises forward – is open for applications for its 2014 course, commencing in August. The program, run in two separate
modules over the course of one full year introduces participants to the latest practices in business management, leadership,
strategy, finance, human resources, value chain management and marketing, and how these can be directly applied to their farm
businesses. Applications are open until May 30, with applicants accepted from across a range of commodities and geographical
locations in Australia and New Zealand. Held in Sydney, the first module runs from August 17 to 22, with the second module
taking place in July 2015. Producers interested should visit www.rabobank.com.au/bmp or contact Rabobank Business Programs
manager Nerida Sweetapple on 02 8115 4139 or email bmp@rabobank.com.

CANEGROWERS weather update
The forecast rain outlook for the next 12 months for Giru is represented below. To see the latest forecast for your postcode click
here.
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MEDIA RELEASE

Monday March 03, 2014

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry The Honourable John McVeigh

Interim Farm Household Allowance now available
Producers in financial need, whether they are drought-affected or not, have been urged to contact Centrelink on 13 23 16
regarding the Federal Government’s Interim Farm Household Allowance package.
Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry Minister John McVeigh said the money is available from today (Monday 3 March) and supports
the Queensland Government’s election promise to grow agriculture as one of the four pillars of the economy.
“The Federal Government has brought forward the new Interim Farm Household Allowance to assist our Queensland producers
affected by the drought,” Mr McVeigh said.
“The allowance will help with daily living expenses like putting food on the table and paying their electricity bills.
“Agriculture is a key pillar of the Queensland economy and the Federal Government also recognises agriculture is a significant
sector with a great future.
“The Interim Farm Household Allowance will be paid at a fortnightly rate equivalent to the Newstart Allowance.
“The new scheme replaces the old Transitional Farm Family Payment with the net asset test raised to $2.55 million.
“I am in discussions with the Federal Government about the other drought assistant measures, such as the concessional loans,
pest control and mental health support measures, to ensure this assistance available as soon as possible.”
Producers can contact Centrelink on 13 23 16 (Monday to Friday, 8am to 8pm) for more information and application forms or visit
www.humanservices.gov.au/customer/services/centrelink/interim-farm-household-allowance ( http://www.humanservices.gov.au/
customer/services/centrelink/interim-farm-household-allowance )
The Interim Farm Household Allowance will be available until the permanent Farm Household Allowance is implemented on 1 July
2014. Existing Transitional Farm Family Payment recipients will be automatically transferred to Interim Farm Household
Allowance with no break in payments.
For more information on the Newman Government’s drought relief assistance scheme call 13 25 23 or visit www.qraa.qld.gov.au
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Contact Us
HEAD OFFICE
141 Young Street, Ayr
Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm
bdk@canegrowers.com.au
Fri: 9am - 3pm
4790 3600

Debra Burden
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& TRAINING
CENTRE
CANEGROWERS Hall,
68 Tenth Street, Home Hill
Office Open By Appointment
4782 1922

Regional Manager

0417 709 435
4790 3603

Wayne Smith

Manager: Member Services

0428 834 802
4790 3604

Gary Halliday

SmartCane BMP Facilitator

0438 747 596

Michelle Andrews

Manager: Finance & Admin

4790 3602

Tiffany Giardina

Payroll & Administration

4790 3601

Glyn Arundale

Insurance Manager

Martine Bengoa

Insurance Consultant

0408 638 518
4790 3606
4790 3605

Email address: firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au
DIRECTORS
Phil Marano
Chair

marano@bigpond.com

0404 004 371

David Lando
Deputy Chair

david@landoandsons.com.au

0417 770 345

Russell Jordan

jorfar@exemail.com.au

0427 768 479

Owen Menkens

owen_menkens@hotmail.com

0409 480 179

Steven Pilla

mpbella@bigpond.com.au

0417 071 861

Roger Piva

rogerdpiva@gmail.com

0429 483 815

Sib Torrisi

sibbyt58@bigpond.com

0429 827 196

Arthur Woods

artywoods1@bigpond.com

0415 961 945
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