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CANEGROWERS      
Burdekin Ltd  

Membership Fees 

For 2014/2015  

CBL  Administration Fee         21 cents 

CBL Water Perils Crop Comp.    2 cents 

CGU Fire Perils Crop Comp.    1.86 cents 

Qld CANEGROWERS Fee    16.25 cents 

Sub Total                41.11 cents 

+ GST    

SPECIAL 50% 
DISCOUNT FOR NEW 

MEMBERS 
A 50% discount on the total Membership Fee 

is on offer for new or re-joining members. For 

the 2014/15 year, for any new member who 

joins or re-joins CANEGROWERS they will 

receive the full benefits of being a member of 

CANEGROWERS for half price.   

For example the 2014/15 levy is 41.11 cents 

the new member would only pay 20.56 cents 

per tonne for the 2014/15 year and this would 

provide full membership of Canegrowers 

Burdekin and CANEGROWERS Qld plus crop 

compensation cover for both Water and Fire. 

Terms and conditions apply.  Available for a limited time 

only.  One condition being the special 50% discount applies 

to the full levy for new members/tonnage with up to and 

including 40,000 tonnes.  For new members with tonnage 

over 40,000 a special discount will be negotiated. 

Invitation to a 
Presentation by 
Japanese Company 
SOL Holdings on 
their Super Sweet 
Sorghum trial 
SOL Holdings has been working with the University 

of Japan to develop varieties of Super Sweet Sorghum and has been trialling 

these varieties in China, Vietnam, Japan, Indonesia, Mexico and HOME HILL.  

Members of CANEGROWERS are invited to an exclusive presentation by SOL 

Holding.  This presentation will include an overview of SOL Holdings together 

with an overview of just some of the many different varieties of Super Sweet 

Sorghum SOL Holdings has available and how sorghum compares to sugar 

cane.  The session will also include an overview of how Sorghum could fit in as a 

rotational crop and an estimate of the revenue that growers could potentiality 

achieve from a crop of sorghum.  

The Home Hill trial has been undertaken by Kevin Mann and Kevin will share his 

experience growing this trial crop. 

The presentation will be held at CANEGROWERS HALL Home Hill on the 

afternoon of Thursday 17th April and will run for approximately 2 hours.  The 

exact time of the session is still being finalised. 

Invited attendees at an on farm tour on 10th March 

Exclusive 

Invitation to 

members of 

CANEGROWERS & 

invited guests 
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The CANEGROWERS 
Burdekin App is available by 

scanning the above QR 
code 

@BurdekinCANE 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd 

www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au 

SC
A

N
 H

ER
E 

Are you using low drift nozzles? 
Auschem trainer assessors Jamie Cupples and Gary Halliday recently ran another  

successful chemical accreditation course at Canegrowers hall in Home Hill. 

Auschem training (formerly known in Queensland as Chemcert) provides agvet chemical 

users with the knowledge and skills to: 

 Apply agricultural chemicals safely, with minimal risks to the themselves and the 

community 

 achieve established national competencies for the safe use of ag chemicals in line with 

state legislative requirements such as Reef Regulations. 

 Demonstrate to community and product consumers that  Queensland sugar cane 

producers are responsible users of agricultural chemicals. 

The sugar industry Smartcane BMP program also recognises growers who achieve best 

practice standards by undertaking national training competencies for chemical application 

as well as the 5 yearly re-accreditation training to maintain them. 

Participants at this week’s training session discussed the importance of nozzle selection to 

provide the appropriate size droplets as per the requirements listed on chemical containers. 

What do you do with your chemical drums when you’re finished spraying? Fortunately the 

Burdekin has a very high rate of return to the DrumMuster recycling sites located across 

our district. Keep up the good work! 

If you would like to register your interest in participating in a chemical application or re-

accreditation course please contact Gary Halliday on 0438747596. These courses are run 

on a demand basis. The more interest shown by growers, the more courses are scheduled. 

PRAYING FOR RAIN 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Canegrowers-Burdekin-Limited/365513130247968?ref=hl
https://twitter.com/burdekincane
http://www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au
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First cane farmer in Australia gets Smartcane 
BMP accredited 

This week the sugarcane industry celebrated the first farmer in Australia to receive accreditation in the new best practices farm 

program, Smartcane BMP.  Mackay grower, Michael Deguara, was today presented with the first certificate of accreditation for 

the Smartcane BMP Soil Health and Nutrition module, a critical module in the eventual roll-back of regulation for the sugarcane 

industry and one which covers of on a key issue for the farming community – nitrogen use efficiency. 

CANEGROWERS proudly congratulated Mr Deguara for being the first through the system, with CANEGROWERS Chairman 

Paul Schembri dropping out to Michael’s farm today to present him with a certificate in recognition of the milestone.   

Mr Schembri says that the Smartcane program is shaping up to be a huge success for the industry with over 300 growers 

accounting for more than 70,000 hectares already signed up to the program within the first few months of its launch.  

Mr Deguara says while it wasn’t as easy as he had expected, he believes the rigour in the system will be the thing that sells 

growers, industry, government and the community on Smartcane BMP being the system they can hang their hat on. “Going 

through the module made us think about everything we do on the farm.  That’s the thing about best practice – there are always 

new ways and better technology around the corner.  I think growers will appreciate being able to know for certain they are doing 

the right thing – and as we go along, this Smartcane system is going to help us keep thinking about any new practices and 

technologies we could or should be using,” he said. 

“Working on several of the seven modules as part of Smartcane BMP has given me the confidence that Smartcane BMP will 

definitely provide a watertight assurance to the community that the Australian sugarcane industry is leading the world in 

environmentally sustainable farming.” 

CANEGROWERS says the early success of the program is a credit to the Queensland Government for taking a strong, proactive 

partnership approach with industry. “We thank Premier Campbell Newman on his initiative of partnering with industry to develop a 

best practices system and Minister for Environment, Andrew Powell, and Minister for Agriculture, John McVeigh, for supporting 

the BMP approach to a place where we can now get growers from across the State through as many modules as we can and 

really show our communities that our cane farms deserve the reputations they have worldwide as being leading edge growers of 

sugarcane,” Mr Schembri told media today. 

The Queensland Government put the Smartcane BMP through its paces before endorsing the program. "The modules underwent 

rigorous third party scientific and technical assessment before being signed off by the department, giving us further confidence 

that this was the robust system which will assure our growers that they are doing the right thing, assure our communities that our 

growers are doing the right thing, and assure our international customers that Australian sugar is doing the right thing," says Mr 

Schembri. 

We need your support NOW! 

Contact us and book your place in a 

group or individual workshop 

Sign up here today. 

Group workshop dates for April: 

Tuesday 1st, Wednesday 9th & Wednesday 23rd 
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Another satisfied insurance 
customer 
New Burdekin business owner Teneille from Breathe Yoga Ayr has benefitted from the vast 

commercial experience of Insurance Manger Glyn Arundale. 

 

Teneille said, “Glyn made the process of insuring my new business so easy.” 

Glyn has many years experience in commercial insurance in broking, underwriting and business 

development roles. 

Call Glyn today on 0408 638 518 or 4790 3606. 
“Another satisfied customer” 

Teneille from Breathe Yoga Ayr 

Classes Monday to Friday 

9.30am, 2.00pm & 5.30pm 

RWUE-Irrigation Futures 
Program progressing 
 

Since the announcement by Minister Cripps the Burdekin Water 

Futures (BWF) group has received a presentation of the new 

program from Rob Milla of BPS and Wayne Smith of Burdekin 

CANEGROWERS. 

Membership of the BWF consists of representatives from 

Department Natural Resources, Burdekin Shire Council, 

BBIFMAC, BRIA Irrigators Committee, CSIRO, NQ Dry Tropics, 

North and South Burdekin Water Boards and SunWater.  

The group have been requested to provide up to five 

representatives to act as a panel to review and assess any applications submitted for funding from the program.  

A dewatering project is currently being developed by a Dewatering Strategy group.  Funding for this project, to be established in 

the Mulgrave sub area of the Burdekin Groundwater Management Area (BGMA), would come from the dewatering component of 

the program.  

Members of the Dewatering Strategy group recently visited a site in Mulgrave to observe a temporary groundwater pumping trial 

that had been established by a local drilling contractor. 

The trial consists of eight 50 mm spears in a manifold and capped to make a single inlet for a surface mounted pump which is 

delivering about 3 litres per second. 

An application form requiring approval from DNR is also under development for the incentive funding component of the program 

for the BGMA.  This component provides for a 50 per cent rebate (up to a maximum of $40000 per farm). 

on the pre GST costs associated with improving irrigation efficiency by targeting practices that minimise deep drainage to reduce 

the volume of water contributing to groundwater rise.  

These practices could include, but are not limited to;  

1. Irrigation infrastructure to monitor and improve irrigation management. This includes risers, T pieces, valves, water meters, 

pipes or recycle pits to manage increased inflow rates.  

2. Sensors and telemetry. This includes sensors or probes placed at, or near, the end of paddocks to detect when water has 

arrived. Also any telemetry gear required to call mobile phones or signal to valves to shut off  

3. Automation equipment. This includes any new valves, T pieces, software or other equipment required to automatically 

change from irrigating one set to the next.  

4. Reducing row lengths to increase irrigation efficiencies  

5. Irrigation system change (eg: drip or overhead)  

6. Irrigation scheduling tools  

Members of the Dewatering Strategy group recently visited a site in 
Mulgrave to observe a temporary groundwater pumping trial that had 

been established by a local drilling contractor. 
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Nitrogen Use Efficiency  

As an industry we need to improve nitrogen use efficiency.  David 

Calcino examines some of the research that is underway to reach this 

goal and speaks with Nicole Robinson (UQ), Jayson Dowie 

(Farmacist), Rob Dwyer (Pivot Incitec) and Julian Connellan (SRA) to 

discuss the work that they are involved in.    

Second application 
period for Farm 
Finance 
Concessional Loans 
Scheme extended to 
30 April 2014 

Queensland farm businesses experiencing debt servicing 

difficulties now have until 30 April 2014 to apply for 

concessional loans of up to $1 million to restructure their 

existing debt.  

The extension provides farm businesses with extra time 

to consider the benefits of the loans and submit their 

applications to QRAA for assessment. 

We urge primary producers not to self assess - QRAA 

staff are available to talk about individual circumstances 

and offer guidance with the application process. 

For farm businesses having difficulty servicing their 

existing debts - this is not new or more debt. By 

restructuring existing debt, producers benefit from the 

concessional interest rate of 4.5 % and interest only terms 

of up to 5 years. 

Queensland has the highest funding allocation of all the 

Australian States and the extension means more loans 

can be offered to a broad spectrum of agricultural 

enterprises. 

Applications for the Farm Finance Concessional Loans 

Scheme (Queensland) will be assessed in the order of 

receipt and must be fully complete before they enter the 

queue. 

Full repayment of a Farm Finance Concessional Loan 

(Queensland) is required at the end of the loan term; 

which may be through a return to commercial lending 

arrangements. 

Farm Finance Concessional Loans Scheme 

(Queensland)  

The Australian Government has committed $50 million in 

2013-14 to provide assistance to eligible Queensland 

Farm Businesses in the form of concessional loans for 

debt restructuring. The second application period for 2013

-14 opened to applications on 6 January 2014 and will 

close on 30 April 2014.  For more information about the 

features of the loan, eligibility and how to apply, visit the 

QRAA website. 

http://cl.s6.exct.net/?qs=0e7d7a9bfd1db8b0acce89f8c94e4eb3bed663a7591ba3d0457d3fbc7b2ba4eb15e8d9cfea229ffd
http://iceblast.icemedia.com.au/ch/22273/2vy2d07/1970714/fae12dd0k.html
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DATES TO 

REMEMBER 

Landcare Meeting, 

Tuesday 1 April , 

5pm at John Hy 

Peake room, 

Burdekin Shire 

Council 

Soil Health Forum, 

Babinda RSL, 

Wednesday 2 

April & Walkamin 

Sports Club , 

Thursday 3 April.  

RSVP to Fiona on 

0488702203 

Haulout Courses, 

9-17 April or 30 

April - 8 May, 

contact ag college 

on 1800 888 710 

Super Sweet 

Sorghum 

Presentation, 

Thursday 17 

April, 

CANEGROWERS 

Home Hill Hall 

 

LOOKING FOR 

WORK 

Looking for work 
Hauling cane, 4 
years experience 
with tippers. 
Contact Scott  
0437 450 409 
 

WANTED 

Haulout Drivers  
HR licence and 
previous 
experience 
required. 
Ph: 0428 735 807 
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CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the 
fight on all issues affecting cane farmers  

For the week ending to 25 March 2014 

NFF Council 

 Last week CANEGROWERS Chairman Paul Schembri and CEO Brendan Stewart attended the National Farmers Federation 

Council in Canberra. Paul raised electricity pricing as our highest priority at the moment and the continuing and worsening 

drought in the southern region. 

Drought 

 CANEGROWERS has been actively seeking consideration for growers in the drought affected sugarcane growers in the 

Bundaberg, Childers, Maryborough and Rocky Point districts. 

 CANEGROWERS COO Ron Mullins, Head of Economics Warren Males and CEO Brendan Stewart met twenty 

CANEGROWERS representatives from the Maryborough, Isis and Bundaberg Districts, including QCGO Ltd Directors Allan 

Dingle, Joe Russo and Jeff Atkinson, and MSF Sugar’s Stewart Norton and Peter Downes to discuss issues associated with 

the recent drought declaration and to develop an action plan. Cane production across the three districts is down at least 50% 

on expectations. For some the drought impact is worse, much worse. It is clear some individual growers will not harvest any 

cane this year. 

 Key action items are associated with water and electricity pricing, financial assistance for industry re-establishment 

(planting), extending drought support to cover the harvesting sector, additional water releases, the waiver of a number of 

state and local government fees and charges and ensuring mental health services are available in the affected districts. 

 Drought is also taking its toll in the Rocky Point area. The drought committee is expected to consider a drought declaration 

for the Scenic Rim, Logan and Gold Coast areas at its next meeting. The cane production losses, measured as a share of 

expected production, are reportedly as severe as in the Maryborough, Isis and Bundaberg districts. 

 Last week CANEGROWERS met with Vern Rudwick and Elton Miller (DAFF Qld) with QFF and representatives of Qld Dairy 

Organisation and Growcom. 

 The Commonwealth is offering drought assistance measures – Debt refinancing (concessional loans), Carry on finance and 

Drought restructuring (recovery).  

 CANEGROWERS and QFF will be writing to the Premier, Deputy Premier and Treasurer with copies to Ministers McArdle 

and McVeigh seeking relief from both water and electricity charges, but separating the need for short term relief from the 

longer term objective of achieving structural change in electricity tariffs through the introduction of a suite of electricity tariffs 

foe food and fibre production, focussing on irrigation needs. 

Electricity 

 CANEGROWERS has written to Agriculture Minister McVeigh to present analysis to the Agricultural Cabinet Committee 

(ACC) of how reducing electricity prices for food and fibre producers will stimulate electricity demand, increase network 

utilisation and deliver improved financial outcomes for ERGON and the Queensland Government – while delivering price 

relief to irrigators. 

 The presentation to the ACC will be a central element of the campaign for “Sustainable Electricity Prices for Food and Fibre 

Production” that we will be pursuing in the lead up to and after release of the QCA final electricity price determination. 

 CANEGROWERS has written to Ergon outlining a proposal for the introduction of network tariffs for electricity used in food 

and fibre production.  Reflecting the work of CANEGROWERS Electricity Committee and the messages we have consistently 

put to government the proposed network tariff structure is: 

 Base Load Irrigation Tariffs (for all-day irrigation, mainly furrow – set to 20 to 50% of N).  

 Off-peak irrigation tariffs (for overhead trickle and winch irrigation) – include a worthwhile incentive for off-peak use by 

reducing the N-component (N set to zero) to encourage use in low network usage periods.  

 Weekend tariffs – set to an equivalent to off-peak rates to encourage weekend use.  
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Trade and Market Access 

 Ahead of Minister Robb’s visit to Japan to progress the Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA), CANEGROWERS has 

written to his office stressing the critical importance of the full inclusion of sugar in the EPA and underlining its importance in 

the wider TPP negotiations.  

 CANEGROWERS has also extensively briefed Minister Robb and the DFAT negotiating team ahead of this meeting and it is 

pleasing to report that he is well across the sugar issues and understands the importance of Japan as an export destination 

for Australian sugar. CANEGROWERS Chairman and CEO met with Trade Minister Robb to reinforce the importance of 

sugar being fully included in the Japan Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA) that may be announced as early as next 

week. 

 While in Canberra, Brendan Stewart also took the opportunity to meet with Japan’s political trade representative, Mr Koya 

Nishikawa, who led a trade delegation in Canberra to discuss the Jap-Australia EPA and the TPP. The simple message 

delivered to Mr Nishikawa was that the EPA must enable Australian sugar, low pol and high pol, to enter Japan free of import 

levies and surcharges at the end of a short implementation period. 

Queensland Farmers Federation Council 

 CANEGROWERS participated in the quarterly Council meeting of QFF where drought, electricity pricing, disaster resilience 

and planning, and regional planning especially regarding coexistence with CSG companies are high on the agenda.   

Biosecurity 

 CANEGROWERS held the third meeting of the Sugarcane Biosecurity Working Group on 17 March 2014 at 

QCGO.  Attendees included CANEGROWERS, SRA, Biosecurity Queensland, ASMC, and a Cane Productivity Services 

representative (Greg Shannon). 

 Biosecuirty Queensland informed the group that the Biosecurity Bill has been assented and is now the Biosecurity Act 

2014.  Discussion focused on machinery inspections, communications, PQA areas, and the development of regulations and 

code of practice tools under Biosecurity Act 2014. 

 SRA provided a discussion paper on Industry structure/practices and biosecurity.  The purpose of the document was to 

highlight the issues and importance of restricting the movement of sugarcane pests and diseases on machinery or in plant 

material through the sugarcane producing areas.  The paper focused on developing recommendations for how biosecurity 

will be managed under the new legislation. 

Cane analysis and audit 

 Bernard Milford Consulting has been retained to offer telephonic and email advice with regard to cane analysis and audit 

issues particularly during the crushing season. 

Industry expansion 

 CANEGROWERS is providing a submission to the Joint Standing Committee on Northern Australia, regarding the potential 

for the sugarcane industry to expand.  

Solid Futures Roundtable 

 The Queensland Government invited CANEGROWERS to participate in an employer’s forum seeking opportunity to engage 

the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community in the workforce. A wide diversity of industry participated in the forum. 

Transport 

 CANEGROWERS provided comment to the Department of Infrastructure (Federal) on their freight mapping. This information 

was provided in collaboration with NFF.  

 QFF advises that it has received reports from landholders and board members identifying an increased level of diligence from 

both police and Department of Transport in relation to fines for the inadequate restraint of loads on vehicles. 

CANEGROWERS Queensland cont 



 

 9 

QSL update 
By Carla Keith, QSL Industry Relationship Manager 

for week ending 28 March 2014 

QSL market update 
By Stephen Stone, QSL Treasurer 

as at 24 March 2014 

Following 2014 season pricing declarations at the end of February, the QSL pricing team have already started pricing sugar for 

the 2014 season, capturing some of the recent high sugar prices. We’ll start publishing the 2014 Pool Price Matrices on our 

website (www.qsl.com.au) at the end of May, which will provide enough time for a decent amount of pricing to be undertaken to 

provide you with a meaningful value.  

The marketing team are also actively engaging with customer to understand their needs for the year ahead and have already 

made some recent sales. Our Operations team have developed a master plan for the year spanning all six terminals, which 

includes shipping plans for millers who have elected to sell their economic interest sugar. This plan will be fluid and updated on a 

regular basis with the mills throughout the year. The teams at each of the terminals are preparing for the upcoming harvest and 

will continue to blend all the sugar we receive at the terminals so brand quality can be managed and matched to customer 

preferences.  

Cathy and I are looking forward to the upcoming regional show season and the start-up of local branch meetings so that we can 

provide you with regular updates on how your marketing company is achieving value for you. In the meantime, please see below 

the latest pool prices for 2013, the current indicative advances program rates for the remainder of the 2013 season and our latest 

update from Treasurer Stephen Stone.  

Sugar  

Prices in the raw sugar market shifted to a downtrend cycle over the past fortnight, with all 2014 contract months now trading 

below the US18c/lb. level. The last week has also seen relatively thin volumes, with the majority of sessions suggesting a lack of 

demand as prices weaken. 

The MAY14 contract posted an US18.37 c/lb. high early in the fortnight before a sustained sequence of selling saw it close last 

Friday at US16.83 c/lb., a full 118 points down on the previous market update.  

 The period of dry weather in Brazil which provided the market with optimism previously has been tempered somewhat by recent 

rains. However, the real test will occur once the Brazilian crushing season commences and production numbers reveal the full 

extent of the damage done by the weather.  

The market appears to be at a crossroads with both negative and positive price drivers currently in play. Physical premiums in the 

raw and refined remain under pressure, highlighting the difficulty in finding homes for the current supply surplus. Projections for 

the Thai crop remain very optimistic, while the ethanol parity premium is less relevant until the Brazilian crush is more advanced. 

On the positive front, the market will remain supported by the Brazilian weather premium, whilst many analysts suggest 

irreversible damage has already been done, with supply implications for the next three crops. Further, weather forecasters are 

becoming increasingly concerned that an El Nino event in the Northern hemisphere summer is now probable, which could cause 

drought conditions in Asia and heavy rains in Brazil, hampering production in both regions. 

We continue to believe these factors will contribute to a tighter global sugar balance into 2015 which will see prices strengthen 

into the second half of 2014 and into 2015.  

Currency 

The Australian dollar continues to prove resilient in the current calendar year and compound recent weak conditions in the sugar 

market. Despite ongoing geo-political tension in the Ukraine, Chinese shadow banking concerns and further tapering of 

quantitative easing in the US have been supportive factors for our currency. The market opened the week above the US90 cent 

level, and threatens to breach resistance at the US92 cent level short-term.    

Despite positive conditions in the property market and stronger employment data, the RBA will likely leave interest rates 

unchanged for the time being as the currency remains stubborn and inflation remains within target range. 

Ahead, we sense more frustration for Australian exporters, with currency weakness now less likely until the second half of 2014, 

when we are likely to see more evidence of a recovering US economy.  

http://www.qsl.com.au
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Pricing information 
2013 Season Advances & Payments 

as at 11 March 2014 

 

* paid 

The Advance Program is a guide only. CANEGROWERS Burdekin takes 

no responsibility for its accuracy.  It only applies to growers who did not 

forward price for 2013 (the default method).  Growers who have forward 

priced for 2013 will be paid the same percentage of their final expected 

proceeds.  For individual advance rates check your grower forecast on the 

Wilmar website.  

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices 

as at 28 March 2014 

 

Estimated QSL 2013 Pool Prices 

As at 14 March 2014 

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices 

published on the QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is 

updated regularly and provides a sense of how the QSL-managed pools 

are performing over the current season.   

  
$/tonne IPS 

% estimated 

return 

Initial * $219   

22 August 13* $235   

26 September 13* $256   

24 October 13* $262   

21 November 13* $275   

19 December 13* $284   

23 January 14* $305 77.5% 

20 February 14* $317 82.5% 

20 March 14* $332 85.0% 

24 April 14 $342 87.5% 

22 May 14 $351 90.0% 

26 June 14 $371 95.0% 

Final Payment $391 100% 

  Gross $/Tonne IPS     

Net 

2014 Season $451 $432 

2015 Season $464 $445 

2016 Season $478 $458 

 $/Tonne IPS 

GROSS 

% Priced 

QSL Harvest Pool $392 92% 

QSL Discretionary Pool $398 99% 

QSL Actively Managed Pool $410 99% 

QSL Growth Pool $424 93% 

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool $393 100% 

QSL US Quota Pool $484 76% 

QSL 2013 Season Forward Pool $431 99% 

QSL 2014 Season Forward Pool $423 72% 

The Green Pool weekly sugar reports which were 

available to growers via the grower web are now 

available through the CANEGROWERS Burdekin 

website.   

 

Mark Whitten 

our 

Ravensdown  

Account 

Manager  

 
Call Mark on  

0437 748 856  

to start saving money now! 

Market reports 
available for 
members 
Exclusive to CANEGROWERS members a free 

market information service is available. 

This service includes: 

 A specially commissioned fortnightly 

CANEGROWERS Market Report prepared for 

CANEGROWERS by Czarnikow Ltd. 

 The daily sugar and currency market analysis In 

the Raw, prepared by Warren Males. 

 The LMC quarterly Sugar Price Forecasting 

Service. 

For more information and to subscribe to the 

service click here. 

QSL daily market reports are available via their 

website www.qsl.com.au.  To view the daily report 

click here. 

http://canegrowersburdekin.com.au/crush-data/green-pool-sugar-reports/
http://canegrowersburdekin.com.au/crush-data/green-pool-sugar-reports/
http://www.canegrowers.com.au/page/Industry_Centre/grower-centre/Finance_tools/Forecasting_service_for_members/
http://www.qsl.com.au/sugar-prices/daily-market-report
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NFF Members’ Council 
Presidents, CEOs and delegates from State Member Organisations, Commodity Councils and 

Associate Members met in Canberra this week for the first NFF Members Council of the year. Issues 

high on the agenda at the meeting included: trade, infrastructure, drought policy reform and two of 

the Government consultation processes underway.  

 A panel debate was held at a dinner function on the first night, which brought together well-known 

parliamentarians, academics, and key thought leaders across agriculture and the wider supply chain. 

The panel discussed the complexities surrounding long-term drought policy and, more broadly, 

emerging issues for the sector. On day two of Members’ Council, a special media session was held, 

providing invited media guests with the opportunity to find out more about how Members’ Council 

works and field questions to attendees. For more, see our media release here.  

Japan FTA 
With discussions on the Australia-Japan Free Trade Agreement (FTA) negotiations looking as 

though they will soon be concluded, the NFF and its members remain adamant that the agreement 

must be free of carve-ups in order to serve up a good deal for the Ag sector.  

Across the sectors, and from a range of commodities, the farm sector continues to urge the Federal 

Government not to sign a deal at any cost. With Japan being Australia’s second-largest trading 

partner, and with Japan remaining strong on traditionally sensitive products – most notably the rice, 

sugar, beef, dairy, grain and pork sectors – the deal remains a key priority for NFF and members.  

 The NFF will continue to call on the Australian Government to bargain harder for a commercially-

meaningful agreement. With the talks reaching their seventh year, the NFF welcomes the news of a 

signed agreement by the end of the year, but remains cautious on signing a deal that does not 

deliver good outcomes for all Australian farmers. For more, see our media release here.  

NFF meets with PM 
This week, NFF President Brent Finlay and NFF CEO Matt Linnegar met with Australian Prime 

Minister, Tony Abbott, to talk drought policy, and more specifically, the shifting focus to long-term 

drought policy reform. The meeting also covered the highly topical issue of trade negotiations and 

gave the NFF an opportunity to discuss its key priorities for the 2014 Pre-Budget Submission. For an 

e-copy of the NFF’s Budget Submission, please see here.   

Landcare’s 25th Anniversary 
On the 25th anniversary of Landcare’s formation, the Australian Conservation Fund (ACF) and the 

NFF have again joined forces to call for a new decade of action to tackle the challenges confronting 

Australia’s land, water, wildlife and farmland.  

Today, NFF CEO Matt Linnegar joined ACF CEO Don Henry, Landcare representatives and key 

media at Geoffrey and Sally White’s property ‘Mundango” near Braidwood, NSW. The event was a 

unique opportunity to bring together the founding partners of Landcare, and to acknowledge the 

great work achieved through the movement. In particular, it was a timely reminder of the work 

achieved on the ground by farmers like the Whites, who are enriching their land through sustainable 

farming practices.   

The NFF and ACF have released a formal public statement acknowledging the achievements of the 

past 25 years’, the significant challenges ahead and a new call to action. For more information, 

please see here.  

 

QFF & 
NFF 

Updates 

CANEGROWERS 

is an active 

member of 

National Farmers’ 

Federation (NFF) 

and Queensland 

Farmers 

Federation 

(QFF) , a 

partnership 

through which we 

have been able to 

concentrate and 

leverage 

influence in areas 

of importance to 

the cane 

industry.  As part 

of a range of 

services, NFF & 

QFF provides a 

range of 

information, 

including weekly 

cross-commodity 

updates.   

http://www.nff.org.au/read/4447/push-for-profitability-agriculture-representatives-converge.html
http://www.nff.org.au/read/4449/japan-fta-nff-demands-fair-go.html
http://www.nff.org.au/submissions-search.html?categoryid=3673
http://www.nff.org.au/read/4455/landcare-founders-call-for-new-decade.html


Contact Us 

HEAD OFFICE 

141 Young Street, Ayr 

Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm   

bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

Fri:  9am - 3pm                                                                                                    

4790 3600  

PROJECT 

& TRAINING 

CENTRE  

CANEGROWERS Hall,  

68 Tenth Street, Home Hill 

Office Open By Appointment  

4782 1922 

Debra Burden Regional Manager 0417 709 435 

4790 3603 

Wayne Smith Manager: Member Services 0428 834 802 

4790 3604 

Gary Halliday SmartCane BMP Facilitator 0438 747 596 

Michelle Andrews Manager: Finance & Admin 4790 3602 

Tiffany Giardina Payroll & Administration 4790 3601 

Glyn Arundale Insurance Manager 0408 638 518 

4790 3606 

Martine Bengoa Insurance Consultant 4790 3605 

Email address:  firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au 

DIRECTORS  

Phil Marano 

Chair 

marano@bigpond.com 0404 004 371 

David Lando 

Deputy Chair 

david@landoandsons.com.au 0417 770 345 

Russell Jordan jorfar@exemail.com.au 0427 768 479 

Owen Menkens owen_menkens@hotmail.com 0409 480 179 

Steven Pilla mpbella@bigpond.com.au 0417 071 861 

Roger Piva rogerdpiva@gmail.com 0429 483 815 

Sib Torrisi sibbyt58@bigpond.com 0429 827 196 

Arthur Woods artywoods1@bigpond.com 0415 961 945 

canenews  is read by the majority of Burdekin cane 

farmers and their families in the Burdekin.  Copies 

are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS Offices, 

businesses, industry, politicians, Government 

Agencies and members of the community. 

 

Published Weekly by: 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited 

 

Postal Address:  PO Box 933,  AYR  QLD  48073 

Telephone:   (07) 4790 3600 

Facsimile:   (07) 4783 4914 

Email:    bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

 

Please direct all advertising enquiries and materials 

to the above. 

Disclaimer 

In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our” 

means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our 

directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter 

has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do 

our very best to present information that is correct and 

accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or 

representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or 

accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter, 

for any purposes. 

Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be 

excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss, 

damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of 

the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information 

appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole 

responsibility and risk associated with the use and results 

of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you 

agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage 

whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of, 

or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We 

recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any 

information provided in this newsletter. 

CHAIRS FOR HIRE 

CANEGROWERS Project and 

Training Centre 

$10 plus $0.50 per Chair  

Plus GST 

75 Available  

To book please phone  

4782 1922 


