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A WIN on Council general rates …
with a small reduction for cane farmers for 2017
Burdekin Council announced their budget for 2016/17 (click here)
at a special Budget meeting held on Tuesday, 28 June and the
gallery was full of cane farmers keen to know if the new Council
would treat them fairly.
Mayor Lyn McLaughlin commenced by advising that all of the
Councilors had worked hard with the Council Management team
to put forward a Budget for the times, a budget that will keep the
Burdekin on the path of a financially sustainable future with the
goal of keeping rate rises to a minimum.
Mayor Lyn advised that the overall average general rate increase
would be 2%. Your representatives note that although this
Phil Marano, Matthew Magin, Debra Burden, Lyn McLaughlin and Joe
increase is above CPI (1.3% as at March 2016) it is the lowest
Linton at the Council Budget meeting held on Tuesday
increase in many many years.
Mayor Lyn advised that sugar cane category D had been allocated a small decrease from 3.860 to 3.840 cents in the dollar and
stressed that going forward agricultural rate categories will not experience those large increases faced over the last couple of
years.
Mayor Lyn also reaffirmed her pre-election comment that she feels it is a fair methodology to tie the valuation of a category to the
proportion of rates levied on that category.
Canegrowers Burdekin has been lobbying for many years that the cane farm category has not been treated fairly as this category
pays 44% of the total general rates whilst the total valuation is only 26%.
This budget is seen as a turning point.
However, there was some concern, due to changes to Category G Water. This category has been changed from one category
titled Commercial Water Business (Cents in the dollar of 74.428 in 2015/16) to two sub categories. The first sub-category is for
land less than 10 hectares which has been allocated 20 Cents in the dollar. The second sub category is for land of 10 hectares or
more which has been allocated 66.775 Cents in the dollar. Lower Burdekin Water Board attendees indicated they had some
concern about the impact of this change, albeit the actual impact is as yet unknown.
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Barrier battleground over coral bleaching
By Graham Lloyd, The Australian, 24/06/2016
The El Nino-inspired doldrums that bleached a great swath of the
northern Great Barrier Reef this summer have unlocked billions
of dollars in funding to protect our great marine assets.

But the bleaching also unleashed long-simmering tensions over
the quality of reef research, the way findings are explained to the
community and policymakers — and the damage doomsday
findings may do to tourism on the reef.
James Cook University professor Peter Ridd received
international support after he was censured for trying to blow the
whistle on what he says is a lack of quality assurance in reef
science.
JCU found Ridd guilty of “not displaying responsibility in In large parts of the Great Barrier Reef, such as here at Thetford Reef,
the conditions are pristine and coral health is sound.
respecting the reputations of other colleagues”. It warned him if
Picture: Stuart Ireland
he spoke out again he could face a serious misconduct charge.
Ridd’s treatment was described by US climate scientist Judith Curry as “the latest perversion in research ethics”.
This week Ridd is on leave and uncontactable. Meanwhile, in Hawaii, the mass bleaching is high on the list of concerns for more
than 2000 international reef scientists who gathered for the world’s major reef symposium.
And tourism areas adjacent to the reef risk losing more than one million visitors a year, worth more than $1 billion in tourism
expenditure, a survey by the Australia Institute found.
The stakes are huge and, as emotions swell with the bleaching, the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority finds itself
increasingly at odds with how the message was spun and “widespread misinterpretation of how much of the reef has died”.
The official view from the authority is that the overall mortality is 22 per cent, with about 85 per cent of that die-off in the far north
between the tip of Cape York and just north of Lizard Island, 250km north of Cairns.
The fact coral died does not mean it will not return, but how long that can take remains one of the great uncertainties. Some argue
coral bleaching is a natural selection process that for millions of years has been key to the survival of such reefs.
Authority chairman Russell Reichelt says, fortunately, the section of the marine park that substantial increased coral cover in
recent years — the southern part of the reef — experienced little coral mortality because of bleaching. “We know the Great Barrier
Reef, which is larger than Italy, is still resilient, with the ability to recover from major events given enough time,” he says.
“This underlying resilience was on display recently when the Australian Institute of Marine Science found coral cover increased by
19 per cent across the marine park between 2012 and 2015, nearly doubling the southern sector due to good early recovery from
cyclones and floods.”
In crude terms the loss of coral in the north from coral bleaching has put reef cover overall back to where it was several years ago
at the high point of cycle damage.
But the ugly reality of what happens to reefs in the immediate aftermath of serious bleaching is a difficult image to combat.
For environment groups, the natural disaster unfolding on the northern reef feeds directly into a longstanding broad campaign
against climate change and coal.
The Australia Institute survey of tourist intentions was loaded with questions about whether Australia should cease approving
coalmines and transition to renewable energy to protect the Great Barrier Reef.
The link between climate change and future coral health is not disputed by any of the major political parties, now locked in an
auction to protect it.
When Malcolm Turnbull announced plans to direct up to $1bn from climate financing towards low-interest loans for farmers to
improve water quality, WWF said there were “three weeks left to make this the reef election”.
Other environment groups reject the government initiative, which they say robs money from other climate change projects —
effectively cancelling any benefit.
The Greens have staked out an unbeatable position on the reef with a $2.18bn five-year plan to improve water quality and boost
its resilience.
Continues page 10-11
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Free first aid course

Members attended a free first aid course hosted by CANEGROWERS Burdekin
on Wednesday of this week. Having a first aid certificate helps your WHS
obligations under the WHS Act.
A person conducting a business or undertaking has the primary duty under the
WHS Act to ensure, so far as is reasonably practicable, that workers and other
persons are not exposed to health and safety risks arising from the business or
undertaking - Workplace Health & Safety Act 2011.
The WHS Regulations place specific obligations on a person conducting a
business or undertaking in relation to first aid, including requirements to:



Ensure that an adequate number of workers are trained to administer first
aid at the workplace or that workers have access to an adequate number
of other people who have been trained to administer first aid.



Provide first aid equipment and ensure each worker at the workplace has
access to the equipment



Ensure access to facilities for the administration of first .aid

The attendees of the course found it very informative , easy to understand and
an enjoyable day. If you are interested in attending a course at a date to be
determined please let us know on 4790 3600 or bdk@canegrowers.com.au to
add you to a list for future courses.

The 2016 Agricultural
Census is now on

Every five years, the Australian Bureau of Statistics measures the pulse of
Australia’s agriculture industry, and it’s happening right now. The
Agricultural Census gathers and provides information on the production of
key commodities, land management practices, and information on natural
resources.
Approximately 103,000 businesses across Australia have been asked to
participate and information gathered will support policy and planning by
Commonwealth and state and territory governments, industry bodies,
research organisations and the farming community.
If you’ve received a letter, now is the time to complete the form at
www.abs.gov.au/2016AgCensus or order a paper form by calling 1300
135 070.

4

Burdekin Show underway

The annual Burdekin Show began today, Thursday 30th June at the Ayr Showgrounds with the inaugural tractor pull, cane
section, equestrian events and much more.
The show is a two day event being Thursday 30th June concluding 1pm Friday 1 July with the public holiday being held tomorrow
Friday 1st July.

Please note the office will be closed Friday 1st July for the Burdekin Show public holiday.

Agriculture sector insights at ABARES
Townsville Regional Outlook conference

If you’re part of the agriculture sector then you and your colleagues should attend the ABARES Townsville Regional Outlook
conference on 27 July. Hear from leading industry speakers and access ABARES commodity forecasts and industry analysis to
inform your work. The one day conference will focus on Investing in rural industries – growing our future, Growing the northern
beef industry and Unlocking the production potential of the north. Local producers will join speakers from ABARES, the Office of
Northern Australia, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, Bureau of Meteorology, Wambiana Station, Caerphilly Station/2016
Queensland RIRDC Rural Woman of the Year, CISRO, Rice Research Australia and Austchilli at this one day event.
Delegates can access up-to-date commodity and economic data relevant to Queensland, hear an overview of national and
international issues relevant to the region and network with other delegates and speakers.
Registrations are now open. There is no registration fee so download the program and register online.
Event details
Townsville Regional Outlook conference
27 July 2016
Metropole Hotel Townsville
81 Palmer Street
Townsville, QLD, 4810.
Free registration includes:
·
Conference entry
·
Access to ABARES recent publications
·
Morning and afternoon teas and lunch
·
Profile data – about my region
·
Delegate directory

This FREE conference has been very interesting
in previous years.
Topics this year include:
Investing in rural industries—growing our future
Unlocking the production potential of the north
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Great Barrier Reef: North Queensland farmers
trial cow guts and molasses fertiliser to reduce
run-off
By David Chen, ABC News

Farmers in north Queensland are turning to natural fertilisers to
boost productivity and help protect the Great Barrier Reef, but
there are concerns without more support years of progress could
be lost.
Will Lucas farms cane near Home Hill, south of Townsville, and
has begun trialling bio-fertilisers, which can be brewed from a
range of ingredients, including cow guts and molasses.
He said he turned to the method after noticing problems with the
soil on his farm.
"I could see something missing from the soil — you've got pieces
of land in your paddock where cane won't grow," he said.
"Nature is not vegetarian, we are missing the animal factor here
in the sugar industry and that's the main reason behind using
animal haunch."

Cane farmer Will Lucas said he had soil problems and needed to try
something new

Mr Lucas said he used cow guts as the base of his fertiliser because of the amount bacteria they contained.
He is hoping this will reduce the amount of fertiliser used on his property.
"I believe we should be able to drop our nitrogen use by 25, 30 or 50 per cent," he said.
"I'm a mainstream farmer. We'll wait and see what happens with the trial. I don't want to drop production, I want to keep production
high.
"If this works, I think we're coming on to [a] win."
He is working with land management group NQ Dry Tropics on the project.
Spokeswoman Diana O'Donnell said similar trials had been conducted in other cane-growing districts with some promising results.
"We've had some quite some significance improvements in soil biology and maintaining yields with very low use of fertiliser," she
said.
NQ Dry Tropics implementation manager Peter Gibson said programs like this were important in helping famers find solutions to
issues such as nitrogen run-off.
"It's really trying to get [canegrowers] to think outside the square," he said.
"It's helping them understand and contribute and helping them come up with their own solutions.
"There's certainly been a lot of practice change in the Burdekin in terms of how they apply their nitrogen, how they apply their
pesticides and that's absolutely contributing to the Government's objective of improving water quality run off to the reef."
But Mr Lucas said the Federal Government needed to offer more support.
"Funding is always a problem. I wear this off my own back, if it works the whole industry benefits, if it doesn't, I'm the one who
suffers with the funding costs," he said.
He said without an extension of funding to current projects, years of progress could be lost.
"It would be a shame to fall in a big heap," he said.
"We've invested hundreds and hundreds of hours, thousands and to stop now would a disaster."
Both Labor and the Coalition have promised to spend millions of dollars to protect the Great Barrier Reef.
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QSL 2016 Pools Update
Current as at 24 June, 2016

With the recent strength in the market, our sales and pricing program is well positioned to capture these higher values. We are
also continuing to monitor the weather situation across the state, as part of our production risk management strategy. Here’s an
overview of our current marketing and pricing position:
QSL Actively Managed is around 42 per cent priced with around 180,000mt unpriced.
QSL Harvest Pool is around 45 per cent priced with around 600,000mt unpriced.
Around 540,000mt of this tonnage is the production buffer. QSL must hold off from selling and pricing this tonnage until it is
actually delivered. Due to the season's wet start we have held-off pricing some of the in-season tonnage.
The QSL Harvest Pool is well positioned to manage possible production fluctuations in the crop, however should the crop
estimate hold, then the pool is well positioned to capture higher values that may be available in the market later in the year.
QSL currently has sufficient sales to manage the storage profile with approximately 570,000mt of raw sugar yet to be priced.
We also have a number of sales with alternative supply options, which provide protection against any production shortfall while
also providing opportunities to capture further value once the crop is delivered.
A more detailed explanation of the QSL Harvest Pool is available here.

Commodities trader ADM to raise
stake in Singapore's Wilmar
By Aradhana Aravindan, Reuters

Commodities trader Archer Daniels Midland Co (ADM) is raising its stake in Singapore's Wilmar International Ltd to about 22
percent for about S$428.8 million ($316.6 million), according to a stock exchange filing.
ADM agreed to buy about 127 million shares at S$3.3765 per share, the exchange filing late on Tuesday showed. ADM held about
a 20 percent stake before the transaction.
The shares are being sold by a firm linked to Wilmar's Executive Deputy Chairman Martua Sitorus.
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Pricing information
2016 Season Advances & Payments
as at 6 June 2016
$/tonne IPS
Initial
18 August 16
20 October 16
15 December 16
26 January 17
23 February 17
23 March 17
20 April 17
18 May 17
22 June 17
Final Payment

$267
$302
$325
$349
$394
$381
$404
$416
$427
$439
$462

% estimated
return

80.0%
82.5%
87.5%
90.0%
92.5%
95.0%
100%

Waterfind Burdekin
Haughton WSS Water
Market Summary
As at 13 June 2016

* paid
The Advance Program is a guide only. CANEGROWERS Burdekin takes no
responsibility for its accuracy. It only applies to growers who did not forward
price for 2015 (the default method). Growers who have forward priced for
2015 will be paid the same percentage of their final expected proceeds. For
individual advance rates check your grower forecast on the Wilmar website.

Allocations

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices
as at 30 June 2016
Gross

$/Tonne IPS
Net

2016 Season

$616

$596

2017 Season

$544

$524

2018 Season

$504

$4784

Dam Storage

Estimated QSL Pool Prices
As at 17 June 2016
$/Tonne IPS $/Tonne IPS
GROSS
GROSS
2015
2016
QSL Harvest Pool

$383

$521

QSL Actively Managed Pool

$414

$550

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool

$408

$465

QSL US Quota Pool

$695

$778

QSL 2-season Forward Pool

$437

$477

QSL 3-season Forward Pool

$442

$495

The above information is provided by Waterfind.
The
information provided is of a general nature only and must not
be relied upon in substitution for professional advice.
Waterfind accepts no responsibility for the accuracy,
completeness or timeliness of any information provided. For
more information click here.

91.5%
29 June
2016

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices
published on the QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated
regularly and provides a sense of how the QSL-managed pools are performing
over the current season.
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DATES TO
REMEMBER
Sugar Industry Calendar
Click here

www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au

EXCLUSIVE MEMBER
OFFERS
Discounted online training

@BurdekinCANE

Members of CANEGROWERS Burdekin can access the online courses for
a discounted price.
Courses Available
“Safe working near electrical assets in the rural industry”
Participate in OHS Processes
Farm Safety for Farm Managers
Members receive the discounted price of $50 with non-members paying
$100.

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd

To register phone Tiffany on 47903600

Would you like to
advertise in

canenews?
Email
bdk@canegrowers.com.au

to receive more
information
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Barrier battleground over coral bleaching continued
The blueprint includes a ban on new coalmines and coal-seam gas developments, with new funding and greater powers for the
marine park authority.
Funding would be boosted by $20 million a year, its independence strengthened and authority extended to include regulation of
coastal development, taking power away from the Queensland government.
There would be $1.7bn in new funding to improve water quality including via revegetation of creeks and wetland restoration and a
$1.2bn reef repair loan facility, modelled on the Clean Energy Finance Corporation.
The ALP backs a $500m “three pillars” plan of “research, investment and preservation and management”. Under Labor, the
CSIRO will be directed to conduct reef-specific science, including climate research, supported by a $50m funding boost.
But as the promised reef action cheques get bigger, calls grow for a stocktake on how reef science has got into this state. Some
want an independent review of even the mainstays of scientific understanding — historic coral loss, the impact of sediment on
reefs, ocean acidification and historic bleaching.
What the latest coral bleaching makes clear is that the politics of the reef cannot be separated from the politics of climate change.
The dominant view among coral scientists is that rising temperatures will make bleaching events more frequent, diminishing the
reef’s ability to recover.
Five scientists, including David Karoly from the University of Melbourne, rushed to print with a non-peer-reviewed estimate in The
Conversation that “there is at least a 175 times increase in the likelihood of hot March months because of the human influence on
the climate”.
The seminal paper on reef bleaching was written by Ove Hoegh-Guldberg from the University of Queensland in 1999. In it he
predicted that the reef would “face severe bleaching events every year by the year 2030”.
It is a forecast Hoegh-Guldberg sticks by. “There is little doubt among coral reef biologists that an increase in the frequency of
bleaching events of this magnitude will have drastic consequences for coral reefs everywhere,” the paper says.
“Arguments that corals will acclimate to predicted patterns of temperature change are unsubstantiated and evidence suggests
that the genetic ability of corals to acclimate is already being exceeded.”
But Jim Steele, from San Francisco State University, puts a counter view, arguing the ability of corals to rapidly adjust to changing
environments by modifying their symbiotic partnerships has been the key to their success for millions of years.
Steele argues bleaching, whether or not it results in coral mortality, “is part of a natural selection process from which betteradapted populations can emerge”.
“In contrast to researchers like Hoegh-Guldberg who emphasises coral bleaching as a deadly product of global warming,
bleaching is a visible stage in a complex set of acclimation mechanisms during which coral expel, shift and shuffle their
symbionts, seeking the most beneficial partnership possible,” Steele says.
But Hoegh-Guldberg tells The Australian his 1999 paper has proved impervious to challenge.
“Instead of finding the 1999 paper to be wrong, other peer-reviewed literature concluded that, if anything, my conclusions were
conservative,” Hoegh-Guldberg says.
Mass coral bleaching and mortality are increasing, he says, at rates that, if they continue, will eliminate the coral-dominated
ecosystems such as the Great Barrier Reef.
“Remember we go from zero prior to 1980 — and five to six mild to intense events by 2016 — noting that not all events were on
the scale of those in 1998, 2002 and 2016,” he says.
“One stark reminder of how things are changing is the fact there is no scientific evidence of mass coral bleaching and mortality
prior to 1980.”
On this point, Ridd from James Cook University says coral bleaching is a “prime candidate for some quality assurance” of the type
he wants applied to historic coral loss, the impact of sediment and other holy cows of coral research.
There is certainly documented evidence of earlier bleaching.
According to Coral Bleaching: Patterns, Processes, Causes and Consequences, published in the wake of mass bleaching two
decades ago, the earliest confirmed record of reef-wide bleaching because of thermal stress was in 1929.
Continues next page
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Barrier battleground over coral bleaching continued
The paper, co-authored by AIMS scientist Ray Berkelmans, says in all there is a total of 26 records of coral bleaching before the
first well-documented global-scale bleaching event of 1982-83.
“I can see the argument that bleaching may be more frequent than previously, but to suggest there was none is like saying there
were no drought or bushfires before 1980 — a statistical improbability,” Ridd says.
The bottom line for Ridd is that public policy on the Great Barrier Reef is based on science that may not be properly quality
assured.
He argues peer review is nowhere near enough quality assurance on which to base decisions to spend billions of dollars of public
funds.
As part of his quality assurance crusade, Ridd has challenged the findings of several papers on coral and the Great Barrier Reef.
One paper claims there has been a 15 per cent decline in calcification rate between 1990 and 2005.
But Ridd’s quality assurance work claims the paper has two major flaws.
The first is an assumption that corals grow at the same rate, no matter what their size or age.
The second shortcoming is measurement errors in the last coral band of each core.
Ridd claims when the errors are removed the fall in the calcification rate after 1990 disappears.
He also questions the conclusion of another widely quoted paper that there was a 50 per cent reduction in coral cover in the reef
from the early 1960s to 2000.
He says the authors joined together two time series of coral-cover data to span this period.
From 1986 to 2003, the high-quality AIMS data that is based on large-scale systematic surveys was used.
But for the period 1963 to 1985, the authors used ad hoc and low-quality data from disparate short-term and small-scale studies
from isolated areas of the reef.
Ridd concludes the pre 1986 data is not useful in determining long-term trends.
Ridd does have some support, if not total agreement, from the top of some of the marine science groups he criticises.
They acknowledge there is a long-running debate in scientific circles as to whether the anonymous peer-review system really
works.
And because today’s scientists are often involved in science relevant to complex problems that have strong social, economic and
cultural ramifications, they say there may well be a case for more transparent scrutiny for this type of scientific study.
The authority says high levels of consultation and review happen now for products such as the state of the environment report or
the authority’s outlook report.
But these products depend on the peer-reviewed scientific literature, so a senior reef official says there is “a good case for
pursuing any and all available measures to improve quality assurance in scientific publications that other publications rely on”.
The problem, he says, is that in complex issues there are few scientists who aren’t a member of one camp or another in assessing
the merits of scientific conclusions.
He misquotes Winston Churchill to describe the default position. The peer review system for science can be terrible, but all the
alternatives are worse.

Cane growers protecting and respecting our reef
… the greatest reef in the world
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Disclaimer
In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our”
means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our
directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter
has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do
our very best to present information that is correct and
accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or
representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or
accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter,
for any purposes.
Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be
excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss,
damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of
the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information
appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole
responsibility and risk associated with the use and results
of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you
agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage
whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of,
or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We
recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any
information provided in this newsletter.
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