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Irrigators slammed with 12.3% increase in 
electricity 
The Queensland Government has slammed irrigators with 

a  “coward punch” 12.3% increase in electricity tariff prices from 

1st July. 

In addition, small business will be hit with   11.2% and Local 

Councils will be hit with a 10% increase for Street Light tariff 71. 

These increases are close to 10 times the CPI (1.3% at March 

2016) and irrigators have suffered massive 120% increase in the 

past 9 years.  

Minister for Energy, Mark Bailey, made the unbelievable 

statement to Craig Zonka on ABC Rural on Wednesday (click 

here) that the Government’s efforts to restrain and stabilise price increases are working.  Minister Bailey also stated that he made 

submissions to the Queensland Competition Authority (QCA) for a better outcome but they did not accept his submission.  The 

fact of the matter is that the Queensland Government is the 100% owner of Ergon and Queensland Government has the power to 

set tariff prices.   

ARC UP and Chamber of Commerce and Industry Qld representatives meet with Minister Bailey on 25th May.  At this meeting 

Debra asked the Minister if he was prepared to put a freeze on electricity prices until this matter is resolved. The Minister stated 

that the Government relies on the dividends of Ergon for the State Government Budget; and advised he was not prepared to 

consider a proposal to freeze prices.   This response confirmed the Minister’s previous written advice in his letter dated 22nd April 

(click here). 

The letter stated “I have a range of concerns with the proposals put forward by CANEGROWERS to further reduce Energex and 

Ergon energy’s revenues in order to cut electricity prices by 33 per cent.  These proposals, if adopted, would have a multi-billion 

dollar impact on the State Budget, compromise the ability of the Queensland Government to fun dessential services such as 

health and education, breach competition policy obligations and ultimately could threaten the viability of the network businesses.” 

And Electricity Prices are not going down any 
time in the near future according to QCA 
Qld Competition Authority  Chair Professor Roy Green spoke with  ABC Rural in April when the QCA draft recommendations were 

announced.  (click here to listen)  On the topic of what can be done to address these real costs.  Prof Green stated consumers 

are in the driving seat and they can reduce their energy consumption and/or move to other sources of energy such as 

renewables.   When challenged by the ABC reporter but won’t this mean that the consumers that cannot afford to move to 

renewables will be left on the grid and paying more whilst others get their power cheaper?   Prof Green agreed this was a danger 

and as people come off the grid the costs are going to have to be distributed amongst the  smaller group of consumers who are 

left and this could raise costs more for the left behind group who cannot afford the extra costs.   ARC UP comment: this is the 

“Death Spiral” that the short term political thinking has created.  It is the reason that we have given up on trying to 

convince the Government to change the pricing policies for electricity.  It is the reason that ARC Up has been initiated 

and the reason we have been forced to go down the line of a Private Members Bill.   The ABC reporter asked if power prices 

can go down.  Prof Green advised that No this is not going to happen in the near future.  ARC UP comment:  so there you have 

it ..with 60% of regional Queenslanders worried now about how they are going to pay their next electricity bill ... there is 

no relief in sight and it is likely we are all facing more increases.   

http://mobile.abc.net.au/news/2016-06-01/power-price-hike-for-qld-farmers-audio/7468166
http://mobile.abc.net.au/news/2016-06-01/power-price-hike-for-qld-farmers-audio/7468166
http://files.canegrowers.com.au/Burdekin/canenewslinks/Response%20from%20The%20Minister%20for%20Energy%2022%20April%202016.pdf
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-04-01/audio-template-kallee-buchanan/7293034
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ARC UP Update 
NQ ROC 

Last Friday ARC UP Representative, Debra Burden presented to the NQ Regional Organisation of 

Councils (Click here for the presentation).  This group includes the Mayors and CEO’s of Townsville, 

Burdekin, Hinchinbrook, Charters Towers and Palm island.    The cost of electricity is a big issue for 

local councils as they are charged for electricity for allocated street lights under Tariff 71.  As an 

example Townsville’s cost of electricity is around $12m per annum.   Bundaberg Council ...with an 

yearly electricity bill of $6m  .. has come out in full support of ARC UP  Burdekin Council have asked 

Debra to present at their next council meeting set for 14th June.   

Brisbane Briefings  

On Thursday of this week ARC UP Joint spokespersons Dale Holliss and 

Debra Burden spent a the full on day in Brisbane.   The day 

included   meeting with Hugh Grant the author of the important report titled 

“Assets or Liabilities – The Need to implement Fair Regulatory 

Valuations” (click here) briefing the following groups on the work of ARC UP: 

 Queensland Resource Council 

 Queensland Consumers Association 

 National Seniors 

 Canegrowers Queensland 

Energy Consumers Australia Forum 

Dale and Debra also attended a forum held by the Energy Consumers Australia (ECA) whilst in Brisbane on Thursday.   

The ECA is a relatively new body that is funded by electricity consumers and has the goal “To promote the long term interests of 

consumers of energy with respect to the price, quality, safety, reliability and security of supply of energy services by providing and 

enabling strong, coordinated, collegiate, evidence based consumer advocacy on national energy market matters of strategic 

importance or material consequence for energy consumers, in particular for residential and small business customers.” 

This forum was targeted at Queensland consumer advocates and was an opportunity to meet the ECA Board and take part in an 

interactive discussion about Queensland and national issues.  A key question for discussion at the forum was how ECA can work 

with Queensland advocates to ensure their concerns are heard at a national level.  

Louise Sylvan, ECA Board Chair, opened the forum by reflecting on the first twelve months of ECA; what they had achieved and 

how the organisation is now positioned. Louise also provided a perspective on the current market and policy environment and 

identify some of the key opportunities and challenges that lie ahead for residential and small business energy consumers.  

Rosemary Sinclair, ECA CEO, followed with an overview of the renewed ECA Grants Program, the current projects that are 

underway in Queensland and how research is informing the ECA advocacy agenda. Rosemary updated attendees on the 

collaborative projects that have emerged from the ECA Foresighting Forum in February 2016, and what consumers have been 

telling them at the community consultations they  have been holding as part of their Regional Listening Tour.  There was no 

surprise that the key message from consumers across Australia was that the price of electricity is TOO HIGH. 

This was an important forum for ARC UP as there is the potential to apply for funding to support the work of ARC UP. 

Hugh Grant, Rosemary Sinclair (ECA CEO),           

Debra Burden & Dale Holliss 

What can you do? 

 Like the ARC UP Facebook page and add your voice by telling your story.  #arcup    

 Ask your friends, family, colleagues and local groups to support the campaign by liking the ARC UP 

Facebook page 

 Write to the Premier, the Treasurer and the Minister for Energy and let them know the impact the 

cost of electricity is having on you and your business.  You can download a template letter from the ARC UP website  

 Send a Letter to the Editor to say you support ARC UP and why  

 Download the ARC UP poster from the Facebook page and display it in your window, at work, in your car window 

 Add #arcup to your Twitter account and target the Premier and local MPs, plus the media 

 Add your voice by signing the ARC UP petition here 

 

For the ARC UP campaign to 
be successful we need 

everyone to support us. Please 
do not sit back and think 

someone else will do 
something because they may 
be sitting back waiting for you 

to do something.   
Come on Queenslanders ARC UP. 

http://files.canegrowers.com.au/Burdekin/ARC%20UP/ARC%20UP%20PowerPoint%20version%20NQ%20Regional%20Organisation%20of%20Councils%20%20May%202016.pdf
http://files.canegrowers.com.au/Burdekin/canenewslinks/Hugh%20Grant%20Report%20May%202016.pdf
http://www.arcupqld.wordpress.com/
http://www.thepetitionsite.com/en-au/394/332/564/arc-up-about-rip-off-electricity-prices-in-queensland/?taf_id=25890827&cid=fb_na
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A message from Burdekin MP and Shadow 
Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry 
Dale Last 
Please allow me to take this opportunity to thank the cane 

growers who have taken the time to write to me, telephone me or 

talk to me in person regarding your concerns about increasing 

electricity prices in Regional Queensland.  

I realise the detrimental impact increasing electricity prices has 

had on you in the past seven years and I am working to do all I 

can to fight further increases.  

As you know, I have supported growers’ calls for a genuine trial 

of a food and fibre tariff, with a price reduction of 33%. I have 

spoken in Parliament on this issue and I will continue to make 

representations to the Palaszczuk Government concerning this 

matter at every opportunity I can.   

I want you to be reassured that I am in full support of your plight 

as growers to put a halt to increases and I will continue my efforts 

in calling on the Palazsczuk Government to take direct action to 

bring down the cost of electricity prices for all regional 

Queenslanders.  

As many of you already know, the high electricity costs Queenslanders are experiencing is a direct result of the ‘gold plating’ by 

the Beattie Labor Government. This was caused by poor governance and long-term planning - actions that served to substantially 

drive up network costs across Queensland.  

When in Government, the LNP took decisive action to drive down electricity prices for Queensland families into the future by 

removing $7 billion in future expenditure out of the state-owned electricity businesses and making them run as efficiently and 

effectively as possible.  These initiatives assisted with putting downward pressure on network costs, as shown by the Australian 

Energy Regulator’s most recent determination. 

Unfortunately, since the election, the Palaszczuk Labor Government has returned to form, treating the state-owned electricity 

business like cash cows, not vital infrastructure owned by the people, for the provision of services to the people.  Not only have 

they shifted almost $4 billion in extra debt on to Ergon, Energex and Powerlink, they have increased the dividend take from these 

businesses to 100 per cent.  

This means that all of the profits from these businesses will now go straight back to the government and will not be reinvested in 

improving reliability and capacity.  

Electricity prices are one of the greatest threats to ongoing profitability, sustainability and growth for canegrowers. Unless a 

solution can be implemented, the recommendations of the Queensland Competition Authority (QCA) will send irrigators into 

decline. Unaffordable charges will lead to stranded assets. Growers will use less electricity leading to lower production and 

income, each year getting worse.  

I acknowledge the contribution you make to agriculture in our region and our State, and as the Shadow Minister for Agriculture, 

Fisheries and Forestry, it is my intention to do everything I can to support you and the industry to work through this complex issue 

for long term sustainable outcomes, and ultimately, to help Queensland’s agricultural industry return to its pinnacle position as our 

State’s most successful and valued industry. 

Debra Burden, Shadow Minister for Agriculture Dale Last, Shadow 

Minister for Energy Michael Hart and Dale Holliss 
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Click here for the QSL Monthly Market Report 

You can join the QSL mailing list to receive weekly 

updates from QSL as well as other QSL news and 

information. 

To join the mailing list  click here. 

 

Cane Auditors 
appointed for 2016  
Burdekin Cane Auditing Services (BCAS) has appointed the 

cane auditors for each Mill for 2016, these Auditors are: 

Invicta Mill 4782 9153 

Workplace Coordinator Mark Saunders 

Advanced Sue Wright 

Competent (2) Joy Egan 

Competent (1) TBA 

  

Pioneer Mill 4782 5345 

Workplace Coordinator Geraldine Cantarella   

Advanced Bernice Roebuck  

Competent (2) Kimberley Mallon  

Competent (1) Jenna Koppen  / Roxanne 

Rynehart  

  

Kalamia Mill 4783 0319 

Workplace Coordinator Ray Collinson  

Advanced Richard Bond  

Competent (2) Lynne Denaro  

Competent (1) Carol Betteridge  

  

Inkerman Mill 4782 1020 

Workplace Coordinator Vicki Lewis  

Advanced Jane Gambino  

Competent (2) Martin Watego  

Competent (1) Tamarra Vener / Christine 

QSL Marketing 
Choice grower 
information 
sessions 
QSL will be hosting two Grower Information sessions in the 

Burdekin later this month.  These sessions will be open to all 

Burdekin growers keen to learn more about QSL’s Marketing 

Choice implementation. 

Wednesday 15 June  

5.30pm- 7pm PCYC Meeting room, 164 Macmillan Street, Ayr  

Thursday 16 June  

11.30am-1pm PCYC Meeting room as above  

QSL GM Marketing Risk & Trade Dougall Lodge and IRM Carla 

Keith will be presenting at the sessions. 

QSL daily prices SMS 
QSL is happy to offer our members a free daily raw sugar price 

SMS service.  This information (shown here)  is sent directly to 

your mobile phone each day and is a useful tool for Growers 

keen to track daily price movements. 

You can sign-up to receive these updates here : 

http://www.qsl.com.au/news-media/sms-registration-form 

http://files.canegrowers.com.au/Burdekin/canenewslinks/QSLMarketUpdate-June2016.pdf
http://www.qsl.com.au/news-media/sign-news
http://www.qsl.com.au/news-media/sms-registration-form
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2016 Federal Election 
CANEGROWERS five key issues for the current 

federal election campaign include: 

1. Reducing the cost of production ...focus on 

electricity and fuel 

2. Education based approach to 

nutrition  ...focus on sugar tax 

3. Ensuring access to export markets   ...focus 

on international trade 

4. Leadership in sustainability ...focus on reef 

and environment 

5. Increase R&D funding ...focus on research 

and development  

Reef Regulations 
The Queensland 

Government has 

provided an update to the 

Reef Regulations (click 

here). 

In short  there have been 

some changes to the 

regulations introduced 

back in 2010 and these 

include:  

 The soil sampling 

method previously 

required that a minimum 

of 15 soil cores be used to form each composite soil sample. To better reflect 

industry laboratory standards, it is now required that growers take a minimum 

of 20 soil cores per composite sample. 

 The soil sampling method now includes a minimum regulated standard for 

how to sample a cane block where there is not a clear distinctive soil 

type, as well as an improved sampling technique (by sampling for each soil 

type within a block), that is above the regulated minimum standard, which if 

followed may increase the precision of your nutrient management. 

 Nitrogen deductions from applied fertiliser are only required for the first 

season following mill mud application, as environmental and weather 

considerations can cause significant variability in the remaining mill mud 

nutrient content supplied to a crop beyond one season. 

 Deductions made for nitrogen supplied to the crop from irrigation 

water, legumes grown during the fallow and small crops are no longer 

regulated. However, these remain an optional deduction to growers wishing 

to meet best practice. The Six Easy Steps program (click here) provides 

methodology for calculating these deductions, and agronomic advice can 

also be sought to determine appropriate deductions. 

DEHP Compliance Officers 

QSL explains   
on-supply 
agreements  
On-supply Agreements are a new feature 

of the sugar marketing landscape in 

Queensland following the passage of the 

Grower Choice amendments to the Sugar 

Industry Act in December last year. 

 Millers need to enter into an On-supply 

Agreement with QSL where they do not 

have a Raw Sugar Supply Agreement for 

the 2017 season. Negotiations for these 

are happening concurrently with progress 

towards new grower-miller Cane Supply 

Agreements. 

 In the latest Marketing Choice Update for 

the 2017 season, QSL CEO and Managing 

Director Greg Beashel provides this 

update: 

 “An OSA is basically a sales agreement 

which enables millers to on-sell to QSL an 

amount of sugar equivalent to the 

Growers' Economic Interest in raw sugar 

(GEI Sugar) that growers elect to be 

marketed by QSL. This then enables those 

growers to participate in the QSL pooling 

system alongside RSSA pooling 

participants.  

 While our OSA negotiations with MSF 

Sugar, Tully Sugar and Wilmar are all in 

different stages of progress, QSL’s 

Standard OSA Term Sheet was supplied 

to all three as a starting point for 

negotiations and covers the key aspects 

we believe necessary and prudent to 

include in these important documents 

going forward. A broad overview of our 

Standard OSA Term Sheet's key elements 

can be read on the QSL website 

(www.qsl.com.au).  

 As the 2017 Season draws closer and 

growers seek to capture climbing prices, 

the success of OSA negotiations and the 

use of existing systems to access 2017 

marketing and pricing options will be 

pivotal if our industry is to minimise the 

time and costs required to deliver 

Marketing Choice, particularly for Tully 

Sugar and Wilmar growers.” 

 The full QSL Marketing Choice Update 

can be found here. 

http://files.canegrowers.com.au/queensland/election/CANEGROWERS 2016 election priorities.pdf
http://files.canegrowers.com.au/queensland/election/CANEGROWERS 2016 election priorities.pdf
http://www.qld.gov.au/environment/agriculture/sustainable-farming/reef-initiatives/
http://www.qld.gov.au/environment/agriculture/sustainable-farming/reef-initiatives/
http://www.sugarresearch.com.au/icms_docs/164355_Best-practice_nutrient_management_Six_Easy_Steps_IS13016.pdf
http://www.qsl.com.au/sites/default/files/QSL-IRM%20Update20160527_FINAL.pdf
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Free Agronomic Advice for Six Easy Steps 

Click here for the expression of interest form 

http://files.canegrowers.com.au/Burdekin/canenewslinks/RP161%20Expression%20of%20interest%20flyer%20Final.pdf
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CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the 
fight on all issues affecting cane farmers  

For the week ending 31 May 2016 

NFF Competitiveness Committee 
CANEGROWERS participated in an NFF Competitiveness Committee meeting.  Key agenda items included: 

 The RIRDC draft tax in agriculture paper, 

 Foreign investment in agriculture, 

 The NFF’s federal election strategy, 

 The ACCC’s papers on collective bargaining, noting that unlike sugar most industries had to rely on ACCC processes.  There 

is no clarity on measures that can be taken if industries don’t agree with an ACCC decision, and 

 engagement with the NHVR and the development of a consistent code was needed to resolve transport issues for over-

dimension agricultural vehicles. 

ACCC Agricultural Competitiveness Committee (AgCC) 
The first meeting of the AgCC was held on Friday 27 May.  As well as receiving an overview of the ACCC’s activities in 

agricultural related areas, presentations on enforcement (competition and consumer protection); business to business unfair 

contract terms and country of origin labelling. 

 SRA Performance Review 
CANEGROWERS met with the consultants conducting the SRA performance review which is a requirement under the Statutory 

Funding Agreement. They will be interviewing a number of people and organisations and written submissions can be made by 17 

June 2016. The consultants’ terms of reference can be found on the SRA website http://www.sraperformancereview.org/ 
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DATES TO 

REMEMBER 

Sugar Industry Calendar 

Click here 

Women In Sugar 

Burdekin Meeting, 

Wednesday 8 June, 

9.30am @ 141 Young 

Street AYR, Guest 

speakers  QSL and 

Burdekin Funerals 

 

@BurdekinCANE 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd 

www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au 

Would you like to 

advertise in 

canenews? 

Email 

bdk@canegrowers.com.au  

to receive more 

information 

6% Discount 
Exclusive offer to members 

of CANEGROWERS 

Burdekin 

http://www.canecalendar.com.au/
https://twitter.com/burdekincane
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Canegrowers-Burdekin-Limited/365513130247968?ref=hl
http://www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au
mailto:bdk@canegrowers.com.au
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Pricing information 

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices 

published on the QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated 

regularly and provides a sense of how the QSL-managed pools are performing 

over the current season.   

  Gross $/Tonne IPS     

Net 

2016 Season $555 $535 

2017 Season $523 $503 

2018 Season $494 $474 

Estimated QSL Pool Prices 

As at 13 May 2016 

 $/Tonne IPS 

GROSS 

2015 

$/Tonne IPS 

GROSS 

2016 

QSL Harvest Pool $383 $480 

QSL Actively Managed Pool $415 $502 

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool $408 $445 

QSL US Quota Pool $695 $783 

QSL 2-season Forward Pool  $437 $474 

QSL 3-season Forward Pool  $443 $490 

2015 Season Advances & Payments 

as at 9 May 2016 

* paid 

The Advance Program is a guide only. CANEGROWERS Burdekin takes no 

responsibility for its accuracy.  It only applies to growers who did not forward 

price for 2015 (the default method).  Growers who have forward priced for 

2015 will be paid the same percentage of their final expected proceeds.  For 

individual advance rates check your grower forecast on the Wilmar website.  

  
$/tonne IPS 

% estimated 

return 

Initial * $227   

20 August 15* $243   

22 October 15* $266   

17 December 15* $304   

21 January 16* $314 80.0% 

18 February 16* $316 82.5% 

17 March 16* $328 85.0% 

21 April 16* $350 90.0% 

19 May 16* $367 95.0% 

23 June 16 $376 97.5% 

Final Payment $386 100% 

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices 

as at 3 June 2016 

Waterfind Burdekin 

Haughton WSS Water 

Market Summary  

Allocations 

Dam Storage 

The above information is provided by Waterfind.  The 

information provided is of a general nature only and must not 

be relied upon in substitution for professional advice. 

Waterfind accepts no responsibility for the accuracy, 

completeness or timeliness of any information provided. For 

more information click here. 

As at 30 May 2016 

92.4% 

2 June 2016 

http://bit.ly/Waterfind
http://bit.ly/Waterfind


Contact Us 

HEAD OFFICE 

141 Young Street, Ayr 

bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm   

Fri:  9am - 3pm                                                                                                    

4790 3600  
PROJECT & TRAINING CENTRE  

CANEGROWERS Hall,  

68 Tenth Street, Home Hill 

 

Debra Burden General Manager 0417 709 435 

4790 3603 

Wayne Smith Manager: Member Services 0428 834 802 

4790 3604 

Michelle Andrews 

JP (Qual) 

Manager: Finance & Admin 4790 3602 

Tiffany Giardina Payroll & Administration 4790 3601 

Martine Bengoa Insurance Consultant 4790 3605 

0408 638 518 

Mel De Domenico Administration Officer 4790 3608 

Email address:  firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au 

DIRECTORS  

Phil Marano 

Chair 

marano@bigpond.com 0404 004 371 

Owen Menkens owen_menkens@hotmail.com 0409 480 179 

Steven Pilla mpbella@bigpond.com.au 0417 071 861 

Roger Piva rogerdpiva@gmail.com 0429 483 815 

Sib Torrisi sibbyt58@bigpond.com 0429 827 196 

Greg Rossato greg_rossato@outlook.com 0418 713 563 

canenews  is read by the majority of Burdekin cane 

farmers and their families in the Burdekin.  Copies 

are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS Offices, 

businesses, industry, politicians, Government 

Agencies and members of the community. 

 

Published Weekly by: 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited 

 

ABN:    43 114 632 325 

Postal Address:   PO Box 933,  AYR  QLD  4807 

Telephone:   (07) 4790 3600 

Facsimile:   (07) 4783 4914 

Email:    bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

 

Please direct all advertising enquiries and materials 

to the above. 

Disclaimer 

In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our” 

means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our 

directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter 

has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do 

our very best to present information that is correct and 

accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or 

representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or 

accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter, 

for any purposes. 

Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be 

excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss, 

damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of 

the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information 

appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole 

responsibility and risk associated with the use and results 

of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you 

agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage 

whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of, 

or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We 

recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any 

information provided in this newsletter. 

Burdekin Cane Auditors—Workplace Coordinators 

Site Name Email Phone 

Inkerman Vicki Lewis vicki@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4782 1020 

Kalamia Ray Collinson ray@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4783 0319 

Pioneer Geraldine Cantarella geraldine@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4782 5346 

Invicta Mark Saunders mark@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4782 9153 


