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Continues page 3 

Canegrowers met with Wilmar on Monday, Wednesday and Friday to discuss the 

recommencement of crush.  

Steve Postma, Wilmar Cane Supply Manager called an urgent meeting this morning to address 

high dirt levels that have and continue to cause extreme processing issues at Inkerman.   

The goal of today’s meeting was for Wilmar and Canegrowers to work together with harvest 

contractors and growers to improve the quality of supply to prevent the mill from breaking down 

(due to the mud) and so that both trains can get going.   

Ken Mackney (Site Manager for Inkerman Mill) advised the mill is currently crushing on a reduced 

rate on just the A train in order to process the low quality cane already in bins (300 tonnes per 

hour compared to the target of 550 tonnes per hour). Reduced crush rates result in reduced bin 

allotments for all suppliers but even on one train the mud levels in the clarifier are very high.   

Canegrowers strongly asks all growers to work with their harvesters to ensure their cane supply 

does not contain excess dirt. SLOW DOWN and LIFT the BASE CUTTER.  If in doubt consult 

with your Logistics Officer immediately If the harvester contractor cannot cut clean cane then 

PULL UP.    

IF IN DOUBT DO NOT SUPPLY DIRTY CANE  

DO NOT LET IT BE YOUR RAKE THAT STOPS THE MILL FOR DAYS 
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Harvest Update 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin representatives met with Wilmar at Inkerman Mill to 
discuss the recommencement of crush 

Example of first expressed juice from 
number 1 mill at Inkerman, 9am 20/06/14.  
This should be golden brown juice and the 
consistency of weak tea not frothy mud. 

This newsletter is not to be distributed or  reproduced without the express permission of  CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd 
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Continues page 3 

TECHCLINIC ... opportunity to recycle used 
fluming for no charge 
Towards the end of last year Canegrowers Burdekin was 

approached by concerned Home Hill growers Sam and 

Torres Marano and asked to investigate if there was a 

solution for the disposal or recycling of used fluming. 

Sam advised they were concerned that the current main 

option for the used fluming was for it to end up as land fill 

and in some cases was burnt accidently.  

Initial investigations have indicated the size of the problem 

could be that there is over 100,000 metres of used fluming 

in the Burdekin each year. 

Several brainstorming sessions were held with attendees 

from Canegrowers Burdekin, local cane farmers, Burdekin 

Shire Council, growcom and the Department of State 

Development, Infrastructure and Planning.   These 

brainstorming sessions mainly focused on used black plastic mulch and used fluming.   

The group reached the conclusion that the biggest issue was with the disposal or recycling of black plastic mulch and that if  a 

solution can be found for this issue it may have a trickledown effect and result in a solution for the disposal or recycling of used 

fluming.  The reason the group come to this conclusion was that there appeared to be no real recycling solution currently on offer 

for plastic mulch and growcom are of the understanding that some of their members in Bowen are facing bills of around $30k to 

dispose of a semi load as land fill. 

The Department of State Development, Infrastructure and Planning really got behind this project and it was escalated to 

Innovation Clinic status.   What this means is that the Government agreed to fund the Australian Institute for Commercialisation to 

run a TECHCLINIC  ...these clinics are designed to address a complex industry issue by bring together a group of between 20 to 

40 people who are representative of the whole supply chain.   

The TECHCLINIC titled “For Queensland to develop international best practice in the management of agricultural 

plastic waste” was held on Thursday 12th June at CANEGROWERS Hall Home Hill with approximately 30 people in 

attendance.  Attendees were focused on achieving a solution that was grower friendly and commercially viable to 

the question of ‘How can we develop environmentally friendly, economically viable solutions to manage agricultural 

plastic waste?'  Click here for the briefing document. 

Speakers at the TECHCLINIC included Stephen Richards CEO of AgStewardship Australia.  It is AgStewardship that managers 

the DrumMUSTER program.  Stephen was of the view that a solution could be to implement a similar program to recycle black 

plastic mulch and used fluming. Click here for Stephen’s presentation. 

Well Known local Home Hill cane farmer Kevin Mann presented on the use of fluming in the Burdekin and the fact that used 

fluming is an “issue” and not a “problem” at this stage.  Click here for Kevin’s presentation. 

Anna Geddes from growcom spoke of the challenges farmers experienced in the disposal of black plastic mulch and the size of 

the problem. 

Dr Bronwyn Laycock from the University of Qld provided an overview of the research that is currently been undertaken on 

Polymers. 

Jeremy Evan’s from Netafim spoke about the recycle process they currently utilise for irrigation tape.  Click here for Jeremy’s 

presentation. 

One delegate provided a video of a very interesting prototype his company is about to commercialise.  This machine was capable 

of accepting multiply types of plastics, melting the plastics and then machining the melted plastic into a chosen new form such as 

plastic star pickets, road side markers etc.  It was a very interesting and innovative concept, particularly as there was no need to 

separate the different types of plastics ...just throw everything in together and the need to transport the plastics for re-cycling was 

removed. 

Torres and Sam Marano initiated the investigation into used fluming 

http://files.canegrowers.com.au/Burdekin/canenewslinks/TECHCLINIC%20Agricultural%20Plastics%20Innovation%20Clinic%20Briefing%20Document%2012%20June%202014.pdf
http://files.canegrowers.com.au/Burdekin/canenewslinks/TECHCLINIC%20Presentation%20from%20Stephen%20Richards%20from%20AgStewardship.pdf
http://files.canegrowers.com.au/Burdekin/canenewslinks/TECHCLINIC%20Presentation%20from%20Kevin%20Mann.pdf
http://files.canegrowers.com.au/Burdekin/canenewslinks/TECHCLINIC%20presentation%20from%20Jeremy%20Evans%20from%20Netafim.pdf
http://files.canegrowers.com.au/Burdekin/canenewslinks/TECHCLINIC Agricultural Plastics Innovation Clinic Briefing Document 12 June 2014.pdf
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The immediate and most practice opportunity from the session was provided by Stuart Garbutt from Recycling Design and 

Technologies (RDT).    

RDT is a Queensland owned engineering and recycling company that designs and constructs plant and equipment for the 

recycling Industry around the world.  Additionally, RDT has its own mobile baling operation to bale agricultural plastics such as 

irrigation pipe.  Since 2011, RDT has recovered more than 3,000 tonnes of agricultural plastics from regional areas in 

Queensland. The plastics that are recovered are sent to both local and international recyclers, where the plastic is turned back 

into recycled plastic products such as parts for the auto industry, battery cases and other industrial plastic products. 

 

RDT’s baling machine is currently in Bowen and with 

Canegrowers Burdekin involvement and co-ordination 

agreement has now been made between RDT and Burdekin 

Council for the machine to come to the Burdekin late in 

July to bale for recycling the regions used fluming at no 

cost to growers.  

TECHCLINIC ... opportunity to recycle used 
fluming for no charge continued 

The RDT baler, generator and telehandler that is 
used to bale agricultural plastics 

 

Burdekin Shire Council’s Environment and Health Project Officer, Anne McLaughlin 

advises the Home Hill waste transfer station will be used for the temporary storage of 

fluming.  Farmers may deliver fluming to the Home Hill waste transfer station in Bojack 

Road Home Hill during normal operational hours which are 10am to 5pm daily.  Fluming 

can be delivered between the dates of 1 July to 20 July which will give a three week 

opportunity to deliver the fluming from farms. But will only be accepted between these 

dates.  RDT will bale the fluming on site and remove this for reprocessing.   Burning or 

other illegal disposal of this material causes the release of toxins and environmental 

harm.  Farmers bringing fluming to the Home Hill waste transfer station will need to 

follow the directions of the transfer station operators at all times.   

New Council CEO Matthew Magin advised:  “Council is happy to work with Canegrowers 

and private industry to try to remove some of this material stockpiled around the shire. 

This is taken as a pilot project which may be repeated if sufficient volumes are received.” 

Mill Crush restart Zero for Thurs cane Stale uncut after today Loading tomorrow 

Invicta 2 trains at 9pm 2am tomorrow 1,200t 17,000t 

Pioneer 6pm today   1,200t 8,500t 

Kalamia 6pm today   0t 9,000t 

Inkerman   7pm today 0t 11,000t 

Wilmar Mill Update  
as at 3.12pm 20/06/14 

Totals for each mill for today are still very close to the numbers advised this morning. Some harvesters have pulled out or are 

doing less, some are doing more. 

Apart from the dirt issue mentioned previously, cane quality of the stale cane has not caused too much trouble so far. Dextran 

levels have been up but ccs, purity and ph levels are reasonable considering the time in the paddock. Average ccs since restart 

has been 12.7. 
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CANEGROWERS says Wilmar’s claims of outperforming growers in the QSL system are only half the story, and says that the peak group is disappointed that Wilmar 

is resorting to attacking the industry, rather than backing up its claims.  

They say if the proposal was beneficial for growers, tactics of divide and conquer would not be necessary.  “We have always been clear that we are anti the proposal, 

not anti-Wilmar,” says Brendan Stewart, CANEGROWERS CEO.  We’ve broken down why, in its current form, the proposal is not an optimal outcome for grow-

ers.  For us this is about getting back to the negotiation table with Wilmar to find an outcome which works for everyone – including growers.   

“At a time when the industry should be coming together to agree a mutually beneficial and financially sustainable future, Wilmar is choosing to play the man and not 

the ball to drive a wedge through the industry. Given this recent development, growers are right to question Wilmar motives. It’s certainly not the actions of someone 

seeking consensus,” Mr Stewart said. 

CANEGROWERS is calling on Wilmar to answer the growers concerns about the proposal head on and support those claims with hard facts.  “As far as we are con-

cerned, responding with ‘no we are not’ is not enough.  Growers want to see plausible evidence to back up claims,” he says. 

He says yesterday’s media release claiming that Wilmar returns outperform growers in the QSL system was a classic example of lofty, unsupported claims which 

could mislead people who didn’t know the full story.  CANEGROWERS says it looks to be comparing two different pricing approaches – Wilmar’s long term pricing with 

QSL’s in-season pool pricing, which have two very different risk profiles. 

“Wilmar does not comment on how it outperformed QSL. That said, QSL has people on their system who've done probably more than $100 better than QSL by pricing 

themselves and taking riskier pricing decisions, and some who have done significantly worse. It’s about the risk the grower wants to wear – just like how conservative 

your investment strategy is when it comes to choosing a low, high or medium risk superannuation investment,” says Stewart. 

“What growers supplying Wilmar will rightly want to know is, given that Wilmar can achieve all this through the QSL system now and, if Wilmar believes they can get a 

better price for growers, why haven't they been offering this pool in the last three years?” 

The following is a media release issued by 
Wilmar with QSL and CANEGEROWERS response  
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MORE INFORMATION ON  WILMAR EXITING QSL 
 CANEGROWERS Burdekin articles click here > 

 SAY NO TO WILMAR petition click here > 

 SAY NO TO WILMAR on facebook click here > 

 SAY NO TO WILMAR handle for twitter #saynotowilmar 

 What it means for growers more information from CANEGROWERS click here > 

 Information from QSL click here > 

 Information from Wilmar click here> 

Senator O’Sullivan 
speaks out against the 
Wilmar NO CHOICE 
proposal 

On Tuesday 17 June, Senator Barry O’Sullivan addressed the 

Senate last night. 

Click here for the transcript 

Click on the following link for the video of the speech Senator 
the Hon Barry O'Sullivan_170614_2150.wmv 

The following cartoon appeared in the Australian 
Financial Review on Monday 16 June 

CANEGROWERS invited to discussions on 
the future of sugar marketing 

http://canegrowersburdekin.com.au/publications/saynotowilmar/
http://www.ipetitions.com/petition/saynotowilmar
http://www.facebook.com/saynotowilmar
http://tagboard.com/saynotowilmar
http://www.canegrowers.com.au/page/Industry_Centre/advocacy/wilmar-proposal-caution/
http://www.qsl.com.au/developments-queensland-export-sugar-industry
http://www.wilmarsugarmills.com/index.php/sugar-marketing
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/genpdf/chamber/hansards/f4dd5936-2ce6-4435-b150-bc9e6f0a03b4/0188/hansard_frag.pdf;fileType=application%2Fpdf
ftp://broadcastingftp:broad.acc.ftp@ftpbroadcasting.aph.gov.au/Senator%20the%20Hon%20Barry%20O'Sullivan/Senator%20the%20Hon%20Barry%20O'Sullivan_170614_2150.wmv
ftp://broadcastingftp:broad.acc.ftp@ftpbroadcasting.aph.gov.au/Senator%20the%20Hon%20Barry%20O'Sullivan/Senator%20the%20Hon%20Barry%20O'Sullivan_170614_2150.wmv
ftp://broadcastingftp:broad.acc.ftp@ftpbroadcasting.aph.gov.au/Senator the Hon Barry O'Sullivan/Senator the Hon Barry O'Sullivan_170614_2150.wmv
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Excess dimension 
agricultural vehicle 
movements and permits 
For Burdekin operators moving their excess dimension tractors and cane 

harvesters across or along roads, the minimum safety requirements are 

contained in the Department of Transport and Main Roads, “Guidelines 

for Excess Dimension Agricultural Vehicles and Agricultural 

Combinations, Vehicles and Drivers.” Form # 14, version 4, October 

2013. 

If the operator can not comply with the conditions described in the 

guideline above application may be made to Transport and Main Roads 

Queensland, to issue a vehicle movement permit on behalf of the 

National Heavy Vehicle Regulator. The Qld Police Service no longer 

issue movement permits. An agricultural vehicle, with a width of 2.5m to 

3.5m may operate if appropriate under the Form 14 Guideline. If the 

vehicle (tractor and implement) width exceeds 3.5m in the Burdekin area, 

you will need to complete a new permit application form M4130. (You will 

only need to complete the section relating to over-width). 

Below is further advice from TMR regarding the making of applications;     

1) You will note that at the top of the second page of the NHVR 

application M4130 there is a Start Date and End date and a Note that 

“must not exceed 3 months”.   Please cross this out and write beside 

it “Request 12 month permit”. 

2) Suggest that applicants place all vehicles and implements that are 

over-width/excess dimension on the one application as an 

attachment with the following information for each vehicle/implement 

 a list of vehicle/s including registration numbers, and 

 the dimensions of each vehicle/combination (length, width, 

height, forward projection, rear projection etc), and 

 photos of the vehicle may be helpful, and 

 a copy of any Qld Police Service permit previously issued. 

3) Before TMR can consider issuing a permit there is a requirement to 

have an understanding of the vehicle combinations and any 

exemptions required for operation of the combination. 

It will be helpful therefore if you provide the following -  

 A list of roads the grower is requesting access to (maps are also 

helpful). You will need to differentiate between Critical roads and 

Critical areas, Major and Minor roads. (See definitions below.) 

There is a fee of $70 per permit application. An invoice will be sent.  

The movement of excess dimension agricultural vehicles not controlled 

under the Form 14 Guidelines will also require appropriate pilot or escorts 

and warning devices. 

Contact Gary Halliday on 47821922 or mobile 0 438 747 596 for any 

further information. 

Information session 
for the development 
of the proposed 
new QDC part for 
farm buildings 

CANEGROWERS has been part of a working group 

to establish new Queensland Development Codes 

specifically relating to agriculture.  Interested parties 

are encouraged to attend to ensure that local issues 

have been adequately covered.  

The Department of Housing and Public Works (the 

Department) is developing a proposed new 

Queensland Development Code (QDC) part that is 

intended to provide some regulatory relief from the 

current requirements of the National Construction 

Code (NCC) that apply to a farm building. The 

requirements applied under the NCC depend on the 

classification of the building. When determining how 

a farm building should be classified, a building 

certifier may consider size, purpose, operations and 

the extent to which people are employed in the 

building.  

It is proposed the new QDC part will provide 

concessions to some of the requirements under the 

NCC for fire resistance, access and egress to a 

building, services and equipment and emergency 

lighting that is appropriate to the occupancy rate of 

the building. 

Officers from the Department are keen to meet with 

producers from Queensland’s diverse agriculture 

sector to ensure the code achieves maximum 

benefits without compromising life safety for the 

occupants of a farm building. Additionally, this is an 

opportunity for you to let the Department know of 

any unintentionally onerous requirements under the 

national building standard due to a conflict with 

current agricultural production processes that are 

necessary to be carried out in some types of farm 

buildings. 

Please contact Ms Shane O’Brien, Principal Advisor, 

Building Codes Queensland at 

shane.o’brien@hpw.qld.gov.au for any additional 

information about the information sessions or the 

proposed code.  

   

Townsville 

Wed 9 July 

  

  

12.45 arrival for a 1pm start – 1.45 

Townsville RSL Stadium 

40 – 48 Murray Lyons Crescent 
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CHAIRS FOR 

HIRE 

CANEGROWERS 

Project and Training 

Centre 

$10 plus $0.50 per Chair  

Plus GST 

75 Available  

To book please phone  

4782 1922 

Reef report card highlights 
on farm achievements  
The Australian and Queensland governments have released the latest 

Report Card into the health of the Great Barrier Reef (GBR), detailing data 

for 2012 and 2013. This third Report Card measures progress from the 2009 

baseline report toward Reef Plan goals and targets. It assesses the 

combined results of all Reef Plan actions up to June 2013. It also 

showcases the ongoing improved practices taking place on farms and the 

results this is delivering for water quality. The Report Card showed that 

there were huge gains by farmers in reducing sediment and pesticide loads, 

but also that there is more work to be done. Farmers and graziers along the 

coast have been successfully working on the Commonwealth-funded Reef 

Programme (formerly Reef Rescue) to target the areas of concern for the 

Reef. With improved data such as this Report Card, and the on-ground 

extension work of the Australian Government’s Reef Programme, this will 

allow farmers to continue to adopt better practices. 

Forty-nine percent of sugarcane growers, 30 percent of graziers and 59 

percent of horticulture producers have adopted improved management 

practices. As a result of this change, estimated pollutant loads have 

reduced: nitrogen by 10 percent, sediment by 11 percent and pesticides by 

28 percent. 

The Report Card shows that the Reef is in poor health, and there are a 

number of factors to blame, including recent floods from 2007 onwards 

pushing flood plumes into the water. This Report Card also does not include 

data regarding ports and future development. It also explains that there is a 

huge regional variability when it comes to the GBR and its management. 

This is a further strength of the Australian Government’s Reef Programme, 

which has regional bodies and industries collaborating successfully. 
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FREE 

The Legal Guide for Primary 
Producers is available from the Ayr 
office.  Drop in today to pick up a 

copy. 

The first meeting of 

the SRA Delegates 

On 22 May, the SRA Board invited the SRA grower 

(Group G) and miller (Group M) delegates to attend 

their inaugural meeting. 

Held in Brisbane, the meeting provided a great 

opportunity for the delegates to come together and 

learn more about the important role they will play in 

our industry-owned company to drive its RD&E 

future. It was also an opportunity for the SRA team 

to meet the growers and millers who have put their 

hand up for this role. 

The delegates will meet at least once a year.  SRA 

will also maintain regular contact with delegates to 

ensure that SRA remains informed about what is 

happening in the industry, and so that the 

delegates know what is happening in SRA and can 

communicate this to growers. 

SRA Grower Delegates for the Burdekin 

are:  Arthur Woods, Colin Ivory, Cy Kovacich and 

Laurence Dal Santo. 

The main role of grower delegates is as an important 
communication link and to foster a positive and useful 
two-way relationship between growers and SRA.   

Delegates are expected to make themselves readily 
accessible to growers and SRA.  Growers are 
encouraged to communicate to SRA delegates 
matters relating to: 

 SRA performance reviews and the sugarcane 

levy; 

 Election of SRA’s Director Selection Committee 

members; and 

 Provision of insight and feedback on industry 

drivers, challenges, opportunities and research, 
development and extension priorities. 

Sugar Cane Report on 

impact of Cyclone Ita 

SRA have released a report titled “Assessment 

of the Impact of Cyclone Ita on the 2014 

Queensland Sugarcane Crop”. 

The summary of the document states: 

Cyclone Ita had a variable impact on the 2014 

Queensland sugar crop in the regions between 

Mossman and Sarina. The main outcome will be 

a lowering of CCS/PRS due to increased 

extraneous matter, suckers and soil in the cane 

supply. Overall, cane yields recorded at the majority of the 16 mills this 

coming season will remain similar or may increase due to improved 

growth as a result of beneficial rainfall received with the cyclone. 

Tonnages crushed may also appear higher due to higher extraneous 

matter levels and elevated quantities of soil attached to cane and trash 

in the coming season’s cane supply. 

Some flow-on effects will have a minor impact on the 2015 sugarcane 

crop in some mill areas. 

 

 

http://www.sugarresearch.com.au/page/Your_SRA_at_work/Levy_Payers/Delegates/
http://www.sugarresearch.com.au/page/Your_SRA_at_work/Levy_Payers/Delegates/
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Now while I’m not a farmer, I’ve been round Ag all my life 
I know the things you’re up against, the heart break and the strife 

It’s always been a tough game, no matter where you work 
Weather your growing cane in Tully or drafting sheep in Bourke 

 
If city people knew the truth, they’d be surely in a daze 

“You buy in full, you sell in bulk and you’re paying tax both ways!” 
If one things good then the others bad, and that’s just the way it goes 

But it seems no matter what you’re buying, you’ll be paying through the nose 
 

Now if prices rose with inputs you’d call it a fair race 
But as you’ll know in farming, that’s simply not the case 

And that’s why I wanted to share a yarn, it’s the reason why we’re here 
Although if you have forgotten, then you’re have’n too much beer 

 
Now for a moment, I wanna take you back  in time 

Back before this dinner, and back, before this rhyme 
But, if you’re thinking Whitlam, Thatcher or even JFK 

You’ve gone too far, so turn around and come-on back this way 
 

It was only 5 years ago, and I know that you’ll remember 
The cane was up and growing, but the profits they were slender 

Things were crook, times were tough, you had to stretch the funds 
But cutting back on fert, meant you might not grow the tonnes 

 
Then there were whispers on the headlands, “this seasons gonna hurt” 

“Mate, I got a bill of $1200 bucks, for a single tonne of fert!” 
“Crikey $1200 bucks a tonne! Surely they can’t charge that?” 

But they could, and they did, because it was competition that they lacked 
 

They pointed to world markets, for the price being so high 
But there was more than just one bloke, who thought that to be a lie 

“They had us over a barrel, we were well and truly stuck” 
“All we could do was grin and bear it, because they didn’t give a”…..thought for Qld 

growers 
 

“You gotta make hay while the sun shines”, people heard them make their case 
And it was clear that farmers and their families, would come a distant second place 

Now with bills sky high and prices down, something surely had to give 
“We would need an intervention, for the industry to live” 

 
Then rumours came from the west, and they helped to shine some light 

“A co-operative approach”, they knew, “would help us fight the fight!” 
They were a kiwi bunch from across the ditch, Ravensdown was their name 

They formed over 30 years ago, for reasons quite the same 
 

Their model made sense, and it was easy to understand 
You see profits go back to growers, and you cut-out the middle man 
It seemed easy enough in theory, “we’d bring Ravensdown to cane!” 

But as always in practice, things weren’t quite the same 
 

Although, with hard work and support, we began to take a share 
While the others could just look on, and spit and curse and swear 

The journey hasn’t been easy, and the fight is far from won 
And just as the sun will rise tomorrow, there’ll be more challenges to come 

  
But we’ve stood our ground, we’re growing strong, the future’s looking sunny 

We’ll keep our business thriving, and we’ll keep you saving money 
Ladies and Gentleman tonight is for you, it’s your support that got us here 

So kick back and relax and let’s look forward to-next-year! 

The Ravensdown Story 

By Mark Whitten 
In better days, Ravensdown Account Manager Mark Whitten entertained the crowd 

at the Ravensdown AGM last year with the following poem he penned. 

Farewell 
Ravensdown 
Account 
Manager  

Mark Whitten 
Ravensdown 

Account Manager, 

Mark Whitten will be 

farewelling 

Queensland in his 

new Role as Sales 

Agronomist at BGA 

in Casino NSW. 

Mark has stated that he “would like to say 

thank you to everyone for their support 

and commitment to the Ravensdown 

cooperative. It was a tough fight and I was 

proud to be part of it”. 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin would like to 

thank Mark for all his efforts and for 

providing a quality service to growers and 

wish him all the best in his future 

endeavours. 

Ravensdown 
Update  
News in from Herbert River Canegrowers 

is that they submitted a tender for the 

remaining Ravensdown fertiliser and 

have been advised that their tenders for 

the bulk Urea DAP and MOP were 

unsuccessful. It is understood the bulk 

product went to a fertilizer company that 

was able to take the product by June 

30th. Some bagged Urea in Ravensdown 

branded bags went to a Herbert River 

tender and some of the plant starter 

compound also went to Herbert River 

tenders. All tenderers have been duly 

advised. 

Separately Wilmar have held a full and 

frank discussion with Herbert River 

Canegrowers regarding the failed 

Ravensdown business and the assets 

that are to be sold. We understand 

Wilmar indicated serious interest in those 

assets and the prospect of how a 

fertilizer business would fit within the 

Wilmar operation and the overall 

relationship with growers – putting aside 

the current issues over sugar marketing. 
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How’s it going? 
Picture this you have ground to get ready for late plant, you go to the shed, jump on your tractor turn the key & you get nothing 

except some strange code on your screen. Sound familiar? Where as in the past you could fix many of the little problems on your 

machinery, with today’s machinery you need a hand from someone else who is usually armed with a laptop. 

Nine times out of ten, it doesn’t take them long to figure out the problem & fix it. The computer on your tractor is out sight out of 

mind until you realise it controls everything. Our brain is the same it sits up the top out of sight but just like the computer in your 

tractor, it controls everything below it & I mean everything. 

Men we are strange creatures of habit, we usually don’t go to the doctor until one of our arms is falling off (I can hear all your 

wives saying this is true) Besides we are men, we are supposed to be able to handle it all. In the past, self care wasn’t high on our 

lists of priorities but things change.  As time has passed, we have learnt that prevention is definitely better than cure when it 

comes to our health.  

We always hear that nothing is more important than our physical health but what about our mental health? Mental health the term 

that used to scared the crap out of everyone especially men. As with our physical health we are getting better at listening to the 

prevention message when it comes to mental health.  

One of the key messages I want highlight to you, is to be aware of the effect that our emotions have on our mental health. I’m 

talking about the times (such as the crushing) when life’s stressors & struggles put people under pressure. Many problems start 

with how we are feeling & they snowball from there. When we are travelling well emotionally, we usually make the right decisions. 

However if our emotional well being is suffering, it doesn’t allow us the freedom to make good decisions because we feel under 

pressure. Usually our first reaction when we are put under pressure is to stop doing whatever it is we do to cope & relax. Strange 

but true, “I haven’t got time to have a beer with my mates” “I haven’t got time to run around with the kids” “I haven’t got t ime to 

meet the ladies for coffee” Sound familiar? 

Through my work in suicide prevention, I have seen this scenario time & time again. There is a lot to deal with, family, finances, 

relationships, running costs, machinery, governments, weather, etc. it can get too much & people start to isolate themselves. 

When someone is in this frame of mind life can seem very lonely. They can’t see that they are in need of a hand even though the 

people around them can tell that something is not right.  

The key is that there is someone around who does notice. Even though they may have the greatest family & friends around them, 

many times people can speak more freely with someone who is not part of their immediate situation.  

A couple of simple but powerful suggestions we can all do. 

1. When you notice something is not right with someone, take the time to ask your mate if he/she is ok. You don’t realise at times 

how a few simple words can make all the difference.    

2. There are many great services available use them.  We don’t hesitate to seek help for our tractor or harvester why do we balk 

at talking to someone about our feelings & emotions. You may have to help your mate access these services. 

3. Self care is essential. Take the time to do the things you enjoy doing.  

4. Physical activity is a great way of improving our moods. There are plenty of things we can do. Something as simple as a walk 

with our partner can change our day. 

5. Help out your mates. It’s been proven many times over that doing something nice for someone else makes us feel good about 

ourselves. By helping someone else we help ourselves. 

Take care. 

Ross Romeo (Dip. Prof. Couns)  |   CORES Australia Qld Co-ordinator   |   0427 455 313     

Email: coresqld@kentishrc.com.au   |   Website: www.cores.org.au  |  Click here for more information 

http://files.canegrowers.com.au/Burdekin/canenewslinks/Wellbing%20Counseling%20Service%20June%202014%20non%20s.pdf
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QSL update 
By Carla Keith, Industry Relationship Manager 

Week ending 20 June 2014 

QSL Market Update 
By Stephen Stone, Treasurer 

as at 16 June 2014 

Wilmar Update  

Discussions around marketing arrangements continue to dominate sugar industry news in Australia.  Please find  a response from 
QSL CEO Greg Beashel following Wilmar’s latest media release on page 3 of canenews. 

2014 Indicative Advances Program 

This season QSL has taken steps to address some of the feedback we have been receiving following the Advance Payment 
Program.  We acknowledge there is still room for greater flexibility and we are working with grower representatives, millers and 
our banks to further improve how we advance money to our members throughout the year. 

Here are some of the adjustments we’ve made to the 2014 Program. 

 We have adjusted the monthly payment rates, to provide stronger rates at the front-end of the season.  This has come at the 

request of many growers and their grower representatives. 

 During the crush we will be advancing larger increases with less frequent increments, compared to 2013 season. The aim 

here is provide a more steady cash flow during the crushing season and provide the maximum amount of funds prior to 
December 2014.  

2013 Season Pool Performance  

The table below shows the current forecast net price of the QSL-
managed pools that will be the basis for payments to growers this 
week and the likely increase since the May 2014 payment.  

The rates shown below may be adjusted by your milling company 
to include US Quota and other local fees. The Advance increases 
for each pool were calculated to bring year-to-date payments 
up to 95% of the forecast final price.  

Growers who have forward pricing show should check with their 
milling company on the likely amount of their advance payments. 

Sugar  

It has been difficult to find any new developments in sugar 
futures recently, with the current Brazilian crush and likelihood 
of an El Nino weather event remaining the core fundamental 
themes in play.  

The JUL14 contract finally broke support at the 17 c/lb. level 
last week, with a lack of news favouring the bearish sentiment 
and speculators still holding over 50,000 lots (2.5 million 
tonnes) of non-commercial longs. Physical markets did provide 
some green shoots of recovering demand toward the end of last 
week’s trading, reversing a four week losing streak for futures. 
The JUL14 contract closed just above 17c/lb., representing a 
small increase in price for the week.  

Further evidence of physical offtake at these levels, working to 
clear the remaining surplus, will be keenly watched by all 
market participants. If longer term players emerge, soaking up 
remaining physical stocks, we may finally be approaching a turn 
in market prices.  

Fortnightly UNICA updates will show if further damage to 
Brazil’s crush has occurred from earlier dry weather. The extent 
of the damage, as shown by both agricultural and industrial 
yield, is dividing the market at present, yet looks set to reduce 

earlier crop forecasts. The El Nino weather event theme has 
lost some momentum, yet this may reflect traders impatience 
rather than an actual lower probability of the weather event 
occurring.  

We remain optimistic sugar futures are in the process of 
forming a base, with physical premiums helping soak up the 
excess sucrose at present.  

Currency 

Conditions in currency remarkets have also been relatively 
quiet with the Australian dollar slowly grinding to US 94 cents. 

Our currency continues to outperform, with local employment 
data and an interest rate hike in New Zealand providing positive 
momentum last week.  

In periods of low volatility and low market event risk, the 
Australian dollar is a preferred currency largely because of our 
AAA credit rating and somewhat attractive interest rates. With 
such themes in play, it is likely we will see more pain for 
Australian exporters in the short-term as the currency grinds 
toward the US95 cent level.  An obvious caveat to currency 
stability at present could be the escalating tension in Iraq, with 
any risk aversion likely to quickly weigh on the Australian dollar.  

  

Forecast 
Final 2013 
Pool Net 

Prices 

Advance 
paid to 

date 

Increase 

for June 

Forward 

Season Pool 

$430.07 $408.57 $21.94 

Actively 

Managed Pool 

$407.07 $386.72 $20.78 

Discretionary 

Pool 

$395.74 $375.95 $20.21 

Guaranteed 

Floor Pool 

$390.85 $371.31 $19.97 

Harvest Pool 
$389.43 $369.96 $20.48 
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DATES TO 

REMEMBER 

Burdekin Show Public 

Holiday, Wednesday 25 

June 

NQ Dry Tropics Cane 

Field Day, Friday 27 

June, 9.30am @ Ayr 

PCYC 

Qld Heritage Rally, 25-27 

July @ Ayr 

Showgrounds 

National Tree Day, 

Sunday 27 July, Juru 

Walk Plantation Park 

@BurdekinCANE 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd 

www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au 

The CANEGROWERS 
Burdekin App is available by 

scanning the above QR 
code 

SC
A

N
 H

ER
E 

https://twitter.com/burdekincane
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Canegrowers-Burdekin-Limited/365513130247968?ref=hl
http://www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au
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Burdekin Tonnes Cut Per 
Week

Invicta Pioneer Kalamia Inkerman

Pricing information 
2013 Season Advances & Payments 

as at 6 June 2014 

 

* paid 

The Advance Program is a guide only. CANEGROWERS Burdekin takes 

no responsibility for its accuracy.  It only applies to growers who did not 

forward price for 2013 (the default method).  Growers who have forward 

priced for 2013 will be paid the same percentage of their final expected 

proceeds.  For individual advance rates check your grower forecast on the 

Wilmar website.  

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices 

as at 20 June 2014 

 

 

Estimated QSL 2013 Pool Prices 

As at 16 May 2014 

  
$/tonne IPS 

% estimated 

return 

Initial * $219   

22 August 13* $235   

26 September 13* $256   

24 October 13* $262   

21 November 13* $275   

19 December 13* $284   

23 January 14* $305 77.5% 

20 February 14* $317 82.5% 

20 March 14* $332 85.0% 

24 April 14* $341 87.5% 

22 May 14* $349 90.0% 

19 June 14 $369 95.0% 

Final Payment $389 100% 

  Gross $/Tonne IPS     

2014 Season $449 $429 

2015 Season $476 $457 

2016 Season $491 $471 

 $/Tonne IPS 

GROSS 

% Priced 

QSL Harvest Pool $391 96% 

QSL Discretionary Pool $398 100% 

QSL Actively Managed Pool $410 100% 

QSL Growth Pool $424 100% 

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool $393 100% 

QSL US Quota Pool $390 net 96% 

QSL 2013 Season Forward Pool $433 99% 

 $/Tonne 

IPS 

GROSS 

% Priced 

QSL Harvest Pool $427 36% 

QSL Discretionary Pool $434 54% 

QSL Actively Managed 

Pool 

$435 47% 

QSL Growth Pool $436 57% 

QSL Guaranteed Floor 

Pool 

$429 100% 

QSL US Quota Pool $482 net 65% 

QSL 2014 Season Forward 

Pool 

$433 100% 

QSL 2-season Forward 

Pool 2015 

$442 12% 

QSL 3-season Forward 

Pool 2015 

$449 60% 

QSL 3-season Forward $451 16% 

Estimated QSL 2014 Pool Prices 

As at 30 May 2014 

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices published on 

the QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated regularly and provides a 

sense of how the QSL-managed pools are performing over the current season.   

  
$/tonne IPS 

% estimated 

return 

Initial * $249   

21 August 14 $282   

23 October 14 $303   

18 December 14 $325   

22 January 15  80.0% 

19 February 15  82.5% 

19 March 15  85.0% 

23 April 15  87.5% 

21 May 15  90.0% 

25 June 15  95.0% 

Final Payment  100% 

2014 Season Advances & Payments 

as at 04 June 2014 
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The forecast rain outlook for the next 12 months for 

Giru is represented below.  To see the latest 

forecast for your postcode click here.   

 

The weather tool provides a seven day forecast for 

your desired postcode along with a 12 month rainfall 

outlook, SOI information and sea surface 

temperatures. 

CANEGROWERS weather update 

 

Send through your free job listings to bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

Haulout Work Wanted 

 HR Licence 

 Burdekin Experience 

Ph: 0422 398 525 

http://www.canegrowers.com.au/f/Weather/
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REGULATIONS HELP BOOST LANDHOLDER 
SECURITY 
DEPUTY Premier Jeff Seeney last week joined the QFF members’ council to outline the detail of the 

new regulations that will help balance the needs of the State’s agricultural sector against the 

expansion of the resources industry. The new regulations underpin the Regional Planning Interests 

(RPI) Act 2013 and specify the detailed criteria and process that will need to be followed for 

negotiations between farmers and resources companies that have been granted the right to develop 

on farmers’ properties. The meeting was an opportunity for Mr Seeney to explain directly to QFF and 

its members the government’s agenda for ensuring coexistence of two of its pillars of the economy: 

agriculture and resources. 

The final shape of the regulations has come after hard work from a coalition of agricultural groups 

including QFF, Cotton Australia and AgForce, as well as representation form farmers in both Central 

Queensland and the Darling Downs. These groups came together to offer solutions to these complex 

issues and proposed a process for negotiating that strongly recognises the needs of farmers. 

The Act and its associated regulations provide significant incentives for resource companies to work 

with farmers, listen to farmers, and develop their businesses in a way that does not restrict farmers 

from carrying out their farming operations. The regulations underpin the way the RPI Act is 

implemented, setting the minimum standards for negotiation and interaction between farmers and 

resource companies and spelling out landholder protections. The changes place a high priority on 

protecting the valuable agricultural areas of the State and ensuring that farmers are able to fairly 

negotiate,” Mr Galligan said. 

QFF has made this clear to the Deputy Premier and hopes that the Government will be as proactive 

on implementation as it has been on triggering this legislative reform in the first instance. 

VIDEO SHOWCASES QUEENSLAND 
AGRICULTURE 
QFF has helped contribute to a video that will showcase the State’s farm sector ahead of the G20 

conference in November. The video has been produced by Woolworths, with feedback from QFF and 

AgForce. QFF’s involvement has been a result of QFF President Joanne Grainger’s involvement in 

the Q20Ag group, which is one of the groups looking to leverage the opportunities of the G20 to 

benefit the agricultural sector. The G20 is a summit held each year, consisting of 19 major countries 

and the European Union holding the 20th seat. Its purpose is to address economic and financial 

issues and to achieve global growth, with a focus this year on the Growth and Jobs Challenge. 

Australia is currently in the chair’s role of the G20 and the summit is on in Brisbane this November. 

DROUGHT CONCESSIONAL LOANS 
APPLICATIONS are open for drought concessional loans, which were announced earlier this year as 

part of the Federal Government’s interim drought policy. $100 million has been allocated to 

Queensland, through QRAA, for drought concessional loans. The scheme will run until June 30, 2015 

or when funds are exhausted. Loans are available for up to five years, at up to 50 percent of eligible 

debt to a maximum value of $1 million. The loans are initially offered at 4 percent (variable rate) with 

interest only payments available. The loans can be used to refinance the existing Farm Finance loans 

(which are offered at the slightly higher 4.5pc interest rate). The loans can fund eligible operating 

expenses (such as wages, rent, rates, fuel, fodder), debt restructuring, or drought preparedness 

activities. Full details are available via www.qraa.qld.gov.au 

The drought loans have been hailed as a centrepiece of the Federal Government’s interim drought 

policy. However, without sufficient evidence that such loans are a useful and wanted tool, their 

efficacy over the long term is unclear. They are expected to assist relatively few farmers, particularly 

among the QFF membership. 

There are a number of concerns regarding these loans that may materialise in the future such as 

interference with the debt market, the uptake of the loans, and the eligibility for accessing the loans. 

QFF will continue to advocate for more meaningful and long term drought reform. 

QFF & 
NFF 

Updates 

CANEGROWERS 

is an active 

member of 

National Farmers’ 

Federation (NFF) 

and Queensland 

Farmers 

Federation 

(QFF) , a 

partnership 

through which we 

have been able to 

concentrate and 

leverage 

influence in areas 

of importance to 

the cane 

industry.  As part 

of a range of 

services, NFF & 

QFF provides a 

range of 

information, 

including weekly 

cross-commodity 

updates.   
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Tissue Culture Orders 

Orders close 1st July for ordering tissue culture plantlets for delivery in 
March/April 2015.   
 
Consult your Cane Productivity Services before 1st July about placing 
your order.  All approved varieties are available including new releases. 

To help estimate how many tissue-cultured plantlets you should order use 
our Tissue Culture Calculator.  

Investing in our industry's future 

Sijesh Natarajan, who is working at the SRA Burdekin station, has been awarded a 
postgraduate scholarship from SRA's first round of contestable funding. 

Sijesh will conduct a three-year research project to investigate water-use efficiency 
traits in the sugarcane plant.  With nearly 40 per cent of Australian sugarcane 
production being rain-fed and the increasing costs of energy use, the results from 
this research could contribute significantly to our future plant breeding program. 

Scholarships such as this are an investment in building our industry's knowledge. 
The Research Funding Unit will continue to call for applications for postgraduate 
research scholarships that are aligned to the outcomes of our five-year Strategic 
Plan. 

Research papers 
Related articles 
Information sheets 
Publications  

CaneClips 

 
Summer Olsen speaks with Dr Rob Bramley about an SRA funded, collaborative 
precision agriculture research project, that investigates the possible usefulness of 
an on-the-go CCS Sensor. 

A number of research projects have been undertaken over the past years in the area of 
precision agriculture, the learnings from which can improve the efficiency and profitability of 
farming systems. 
 
You'll find a range of resources on the SRA website in the area of precision agriculture.  

The SRA Trial Tracker allows you to search for and find out more about the research 
projects and trials that we manage, contribute to or fund.  You can search for precision 
agriculture projects such as the one that Dr Rob Bramley speaks about in this week's 
CaneClip. 

http://cl.s6.exct.net/?qs=f15b415e74a5aeae9a569887cffef00d655cfc47ffb1cc32c461999b8fd3d4468da6fe110315a2fc
http://cl.s6.exct.net/?qs=f15b415e74a5aeae9a569887cffef00d655cfc47ffb1cc32c461999b8fd3d4468da6fe110315a2fc
http://cl.s6.exct.net/?qs=e0125b119741ebd46db000cb5506ece8b753bb992d5dc579d2b41eabb5a44a5a96b0f0065f8a5f26
http://cl.s6.exct.net/?qs=e0125b119741ebd4e976079a5d6aa25f49b232761fff15577f39a74ff404cba235b8c34aa9cea78c
http://cl.s6.exct.net/?qs=e0125b119741ebd470250bd3b21ad49cec9fbfeccc9977eab3137ec3e6557e20af167d0f45fd8907
http://cl.s6.exct.net/?qs=e0125b119741ebd4997d949134a1b4d9196b52e63dff86982f80cfc46817da8f29ba4afaef65b314
http://cl.s6.exct.net/?qs=f15b415e74a5aeae61696c42002f0228980043fe79dba85737670777d5493a6bac83e43b599d1786
http://cl.s6.exct.net/?qs=e0125b119741ebd41efcf74d482eb95ebda263118c873966ae751539f8104ee2f7366aa10ecabf36
http://cl.s6.exct.net/?qs=e0125b119741ebd4a920bf5564bdd01b3cfd171d411c889aa9bfbb668714d66a20be06029b3bc179
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Your SRA at Work 

The month of May saw a number of firsts - the first SRA Delegate meeting and SRA's first scholarship recipient.  Neil 
Fisher provides his latest industry update. 

Latest industry update from Neil Fisher, CEO.   

SRA in the Field 

SRA and MAPS co-hosted a grower field day on 6 June at the MAPS farm in 
Mackay.  In its second year, the day was attended by over 175 growers from 
around the district and featured two seminars on the topical issue of electricity 
pricing and on the potential for the use of Endophytes in sugar farming systems. 
This was followed by six hands on, in field demonstrations featuring the 
outcomes of SRA funded research and other interesting topics including: 

 The SRA developed harvest loss assessment trailer 

 New varieties developed within the SRA breeding program 

 Machinery suitable for use in the new farming system 

 Placement of Imidacloprid based products for grub control 

 The impact of surface coverage on sediment movement 

Harvesting Best Practice Manual 

We are now taking pre-orders for SRA's new Harvesting Best Practice Manual which brings together current 
research, innovations and thinking about harvesting management practices. 
 
The latest information and practical advice presented in the manual can help growers and their harvest operators 
make informed decisions about: 

 Managing crop and farming operations to improve cane and sugar quality 

 Reducing harvester losses 

 Improving harvester efficiencies 

 The financial costs and benefits of HBP 

This publication can be pre-ordered by phoning 1300 SRA 111 (1300 772 111) or by emailing 
sra@sugarresearch.com.au. 

http://cl.s6.exct.net/?qs=e0125b119741ebd4949dfb5954abb24dd9d118706a38e19c6d4f08473c7057f9bacfeef76c798d7e
mailto:sra@sugarresearch.com.au?subject=Harvesting%20Best%20Practice%20Manual%20-%20Pre-order


Contact Us 

HEAD OFFICE 

141 Young Street, Ayr 

Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm   

bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

Fri:  9am - 3pm                                                                                                    

4790 3600  

PROJECT 

& TRAINING 

CENTRE  

CANEGROWERS Hall,  

68 Tenth Street, Home Hill 

Office Open By Appointment  

4782 1922 

Debra Burden Regional Manager 0417 709 435 

4790 3603 

Wayne Smith Manager: Member Services 0428 834 802 

4790 3604 

Gary Halliday 

JP (Qual) 

SmartCane BMP Facilitator 0438 747 596 

Michelle Andrews 

JP (Qual) 

Manager: Finance & Admin 4790 3602 

Tiffany Giardina Payroll & Administration 4790 3601 

Martine Bengoa Insurance Consultant 4790 3605 

Email address:  firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au 

DIRECTORS  

Phil Marano 

Chair 

marano@bigpond.com 0404 004 371 

David Lando 

Deputy Chair 

david@landoandsons.com.au 0417 770 345 

Russell Jordan jorfar@exemail.com.au 0427 768 479 

Owen Menkens owen_menkens@hotmail.com 0409 480 179 

Steven Pilla mpbella@bigpond.com.au 0417 071 861 

Roger Piva rogerdpiva@gmail.com 0429 483 815 

Sib Torrisi sibbyt58@bigpond.com 0429 827 196 

Arthur Woods artywoods1@bigpond.com 0415 961 945 

canenews  is read by the majority of Burdekin cane 

farmers and their families in the Burdekin.  Copies 

are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS Offices, 

businesses, industry, politicians, Government 

Agencies and members of the community. 

 

Published Weekly by: 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited 

 

ABN:    43 114 632 325 

Postal Address:   PO Box 933,  AYR  QLD  4807 

Telephone:   (07) 4790 3600 

Facsimile:   (07) 4783 4914 

Email:    bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

 

Please direct all advertising enquiries and materials 

to the above. 

Disclaimer 

In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our” 

means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our 

directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter 

has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do 

our very best to present information that is correct and 

accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or 

representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or 

accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter, 

for any purposes. 

Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be 

excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss, 

damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of 

the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information 

appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole 

responsibility and risk associated with the use and results 

of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you 

agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage 

whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of, 

or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We 

recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any 

information provided in this newsletter. 

 

Do you know of any stories that should be in 

canenews? 

Contact us today with the details 

CANEGROWERS Directors have an intimate 

knowledge of local and regional needs.   

CANEGROWERS Directors are growers, just 

like you, doing demanding work for little 

monetary return.  They understand your 

needs. 


