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Will it be 15 CCS for 2015? 
The previous season ccs averaged ended up at 14.73, with a good run from the weather and mill availability there is a good 
chance that 15 ccs district average might be attainable this year. 

Season 2015 kicked off with some burning of crop on Monday evening ready for limited cane supply to mills for the 
commencement of crushing on Wednesday 10th June. 

All mills, except Invicta which started Thursday, managed to start on Wednesday.  Intermittent light rain and high winds have 
continued to interfere with burning operations with many Harvest groups electing to cut green to fill the lower bin allotments that 
Wilmar are allocating to facilitate a tentative commencement as they look to gradually ramping up to normal operations. 

Results from some early rakes has some ccs indicating in the 13’s and bin weights of green cut cane have been surprising which 
appears to indicate good weight of the crop in these early supplies. 

Wilmar advised that on the limited supplies crushed up to midday today that Inkerman & Invicta were both averaging 12.2, 
Kalamia at 12.9 and Pioneer at 12.5. 

Once again all those involved in harvesting and hauling cane are urged to be cautious around the commencement period and to 
ensure that all training and inductions have been undertaken and monitor each other’s activities in the field to ensure everyone is 
working safely. 

Wilmar have today provided the weekly crushing budget (reproduced below) for the region’s mills that factors in 14 days 
allowance for weather related interruptions to mill operations.  

BURDEKIN MILLS - 2015 SEASON 

  FORECAST ACTUAL  / FORECAST 

Week Ending Rain Stops hrs Week Tonnes Season tonnes Rain Stops hrs Week Tonnes Season tonnes 

13-Jun-15 51            39,183                39,183  51             39,183               39,183  

20-Jun-15 31          277,183             316,366  31          277,183            316,366  

27-Jun-15 28          294,183             610,549  28          294,183            610,549  

04-Jul-15 25          309,585             920,134  25          309,585            920,134  

11-Jul-15 22          322,982          1,243,116  22          322,982         1,243,116  

18-Jul-15 19          336,350          1,579,466  19          336,350         1,579,466  

25-Jul-15 17          349,584          1,929,050  17          349,584         1,929,050  

01-Aug-15 15          358,813          2,287,863  15          358,813         2,287,863  

08-Aug-15 13          367,461          2,655,324  13          367,461         2,655,324  

15-Aug-15 11          374,554          3,029,878  11          374,554         3,029,878  

22-Aug-15 10          378,621          3,408,499  10          378,621         3,408,499  

29-Aug-15 8          384,817          3,793,316  8          384,817         3,793,316  

05-Sep-15 7          385,659          4,178,975  7          385,659         4,178,975  

12-Sep-15 7          384,952          4,563,927  7          384,952         4,563,927  

19-Sep-15 7          383,475          4,947,402  7          383,475         4,947,402  

26-Sep-15 7          380,678          5,328,080  7          380,678         5,328,080  

03-Oct-15 7          378,612          5,706,692  7          378,612         5,706,692  

10-Oct-15 7          374,943          6,081,635  7          374,943         6,081,635  

17-Oct-15 7          370,814          6,452,449  7          370,814         6,452,449  

24-Oct-15 7          366,671          6,819,120  7          366,671         6,819,120  

31-Oct-15 7          362,619          7,181,739  7          362,619         7,181,739  

07-Nov-15 7          358,140          7,539,879  7          358,140         7,539,879  

14-Nov-15 8          352,888          7,892,767  8          352,888         7,892,767  

21-Nov-15 8          326,668          8,219,435  8          326,668         8,219,435  

28-Nov-15 4            50,565          8,270,000  4             50,565         8,270,000  

Season        8,270,000          



 

 2 

 
Qld Audit Office report on “Managing water 
quality in Great Barrier Reef catchments” 
The Queensland Audit Office last week released its report titled “Managing water quality in Great 

Barrier Reef catchments”. 

The report deals with the Qld Government’s contributions to improving the quality of water that enters 

the reef from adjacent catchments, specifically agriculture runoff.     

The report summary states that “The most recent Scientific Consensus Statement in 2013 reaffirmed 

that agricultural practices of sugarcane and grazing were the two agricultural industries contributing 

most to poor quality water entering the reef and contribute more to excess nutrients, fine sediments 

and pesticides that enter the reef marine environment.  This report also concluded that improved land 

and agricultural management practices are proven to reduce the runoff suspended sediment, nutrients 

and pesticides form farms and catchments.” 

The Qld Audit Office’s (QAO) stated in their summary that “Given the widely accepted nexus between land and agricultural 

management practices and pollutants entering the reef”, the QAO examined the effectiveness of: 

 The major programs and activities that aim to improve land and catchment management; 

 The governance over, and the design of these state programs; 

 The program for monitoring the quality of after entering the reef; 

 The reliability of the associated public reporting of Reef Plan outcomes 

The QCA examined the industry-led best management practices (BMP) programs.  Comments included...acknowledgement that 

some  programs are in their infancy but results have been mixed.  Example there has been some positive uptake in the grazing 

BMP but a low level of adoption for the Smartcane BMP.  The report noted that direct incentives to give the voluntary programs 

the best chance of success, are missing. 

Extracts from the report conclusions state:  Land management practiced programs are not achieving the changes need to 

realise the Reef Plan goal within the established timelines and the extend and sustainability of change is not being 

comprehensively monitored at the farm scale.  Improving agriculture land management practices in the sugarcane and grazing 

industries is a key strategy of the Reef Plan.  Results indicate that the right balance has not been achieved between industry-led, 

voluntary approaches and regulatory enforcement.    The water quality and land management improvement targets set in the 

2013 Reef Plan are unlikely to be achieved under the current level of practice change.  There are gaps in knowledge between 

paddock and end of river catchments, and there is a need to account for climatic variability, all of which require several 

assumptions to be made to produce modelled results.   The lack of water quality monitoring sites, to verify modelled outputs to 

measured results, across the catchments necessarily results in lower levels of confidence that the quality of water entering the 

reef is actually improving. 

Recommendations  

The report recommends that:  

1. the newly formed Office of the Great Barrier Reef be provided with sufficient and appropriate management and administrative 

authority, so that it can be properly made responsible and held accountable for Queensland’s reef management strategies 

and programs  

2. the design and implementation of the suite of programs attributed to the Reef Plan is reviewed to establish they are the most 

effective and efficient  

3. catchment monitoring is expanded to aid in determining the effectiveness of practice management change and to enhance 

the confidence in modelled outcomes  

4. a rigorous verification process is applied to data on land management practice change, and deficiencies in model inputs be 

addressed, to improve confidence in, and the accuracy of, inputs into catchment modelling  

5. unambiguous references be included in the tier one reef report card which disclose the degree of uncertainty and levels of 

potential variability in the reported results.  

 

Click here 

Canegrowers Burdekin 
encourages all Burdekin 
growers to commit to the 

voluntary Smartcane BMP 
Contact Terry Granshaw 

Smartcane BMP facilitator 
on 0437 553 149 

https://www.qao.qld.gov.au/files/file/Reports and publications/Reports to Parliament 2014-15/RtP20GreatBarrierReef.pdf
https://www.qao.qld.gov.au/files/file/Reports%20and%20publications/Reports%20to%20Parliament%202014-15/RtP20GreatBarrierReef.pdf
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CANEGROWERS 
Members can access a 

second (electronic only) 
copy of the Australian 
Canegrower magazine 

for free by emailing  

info@canegrowers.com.au 

Burdekin cane farmers working together to reduce 
NITROGEN run off into the Great Barrier Reef 
Sugar cane growers in the Burdekin are dedicated to reducing run off in to the Great Barrier Reef.  The following video is just one of 

the many activities underway by Burdekin cane farmers to reduce nitrogen run off.  

The following videos showcase Burdekin cane farmers working together to reduce SEDIMENT run off into the 

Great Barrier Reef. 

PART 1 PART 2 

mailto:info@canegrowers.com.au
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UYT1u2CFU9U&feature=player_detailpage
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UYT1u2CFU9U&feature=player_detailpage
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=76fWInus5YQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=76fWInus5YQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LQRpZBy09oA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LQRpZBy09oA
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Reef Guardian Farmer   

Vince and Rita Papale 
Burdekin canefarmers Vince and Rita Papale love the Great 

Barrier Reef — and the Reef loves them. 

Since converting four low-lying hectares of their Home Hill 

canefarm into wetland, the area has become a home to ducks, 

pelicans, sea eagles, kites, seagulls, fish and even a crocodile. 

Most importantly, it has improved the quality of water flowing 

from their farm to the Reef.  

The area was once prone to flooding and waterlogging, and 

consequently difficult to grow cane on, but by rethinking the 

once problematic site the Papales have a created a wetland 

that traps and filters water before it eventually runs out to sea. 

It not only minimises nutrient and chemical run-off, but also 

makes their farm more productive and profitable. 

The Papales joined the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park 

Authority’s Reef Guardian farmers program to help change 

public perceptions that farmers don’t care for the 

environment.   

The wetland is the jewel in the crown of clever projects on the property which has been in the Papale family for four generations. 

The transformation of their land using best management practices is also a source of great pride. 

“We had a drainage problem that we needed to fix and this is how we fixed it. The work has taught us so much along the way and 

the end result speaks for itself. It now underpins our operational thinking,’’ Vince said. 

“In all areas of our farming practice we ask ourselves: Why are we doing this? How are we doing this and are we doing the right 

thing?” 

After spending thousands of dollars on pumps, diesel and electricity — and still losing crops to flooding —  the Papale’s knew 

they needed to deviate from past practices.  

Using a Reef Rescue grant, which they more than matched with their own funds, they reconfigured cane blocks and their 

drainage. To create the wetland in the lowest area, they moved tonnes of soil, built up nearby blocks and reconfigured slopes to 

ensure water leaving this part of the farm was filtered by the wetland. 

In the process they came to better understand the substrate of their land, including the acidity and depth of the soils. The 

abundance of wildlife, along with water sampling by the Burdekin–Bowen Integrated Floodplain Management Advisory 

Committee, have confirmed the high quality of water in the wetland. 

“When did we start being more conscious of the environmental impacts of our farming practices and making more informed 

decisions? Five years ago. When does it end? Never,” Vince said. 

When asked how they measured their success, Rita has a clear-cut answer: “By managing to grow cane where it never grew 

before. 

“It’s mitigated a lot of risk and now when it rains we don’t care. In the past in the wet, we couldn’t leave the farm. Now we can 

because it’s self-draining.” 

Rita was the driving force behind the planting of 1000 trees around the banks of the wetland, ensuring her three children lent a 

hand.  Walking around the site, Vince sheepishly claimed credit for the two trees he had planted and pointed out numerous 

melaleucas that had sprung up naturally as a result of their efforts. 

Better drainage along with a range of management practices to improve water use efficiency and quality and adoption of GPS-

controlled traffic technology have also improved soil health.   

Reef Guardian Farmers Rita & Vince Papale with Allie the Border Collie 
& Rusty the back seat passenger 
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AG HIRE 

 Cultivating cane 

 Hilling up cane 

Call Paul 

0416 952 932 

A risk-based approach 
to biosecurity 
More biosecurity threats are facing us more often due to an 

increase in global travel, trade in animal and plant products, 

and diversity of land use. Queensland will be better prepared 

for biosecurity risks under the new Biosecurity Act 2014 (the 

Act), which is expected to come into force in early 2016. 

The new Act takes a risk-based approach to biosecurity threats 

and is less prescriptive than previous legislation. This will allow 

greater flexibility and more responsive approaches to manage 

each specific circumstance.   

The Act focuses on biosecurity risks that are, or are likely to 

become, a significant problem for human health, social 

amenity, the economy or the environment. A biosecurity risk 

exists when you deal with any pest, disease or contaminant. 

This includes moving an animal, plant, turf, soil, machinery and 

equipment that could carry a pest, disease or contaminant. 

To manage your biosecurity risks, you will need to take all 

reasonable and practical steps to prevent or minimise the risk. 

In determining the action to take, you will need to consider the 

likelihood and consequence of the risk for that specific 

circumstance. 

Biosecurity Queensland will focus on providing education 

about reasonable and practical steps to minimise biosecurity 

risks. Information published by other reputable organisations 

could also help guide you in minimising biosecurity risks. 

The Queensland Government will continue to take immediate 

action to manage biosecurity risks. In fact, under the new Act, 

action can be taken if there is a reasonable belief that a 

serious risk exists, without having to wait for scientific 

confirmation. 

To learn more about the new biosecurity laws and a risk-based 

approach to biosecurity, download the information brochure 

from www.daf.qld.gov.au or contact us on 13 25 23. 

“The bottom line for us is being able to tell a good story about 

the industry to help it remain sustainable. Farming is no longer 

about just working harder to get by or survive — farming should 

be prosperous and rewarding. What the public thinks matters 

and there are a lot of farmers doing a lot of good things,” Vince 

said. 

Visitors of all description flock to the farm, from school 

students, other growers, passing grey nomads who by word-of-

mouth have heard about their achievements, and even 

conservationists curious about the reality of their farming 

practices. And yet despite their busy schedule, the Papales 

make time for all of them.  

As they stood admiring what has become the family’s favourite 

part of the farm, Vince gazed across the wetland full of wildlife 

with a crop of sugar cane thriving beside it. 

“How good is this? A healthy wetland with a productive 

paddock of cane next to it,” he smiled. 

As a result of their example and with their help and advice, an 

immediate neighbour is also beginning to create a wetland on 

his farm. 

It’s all part of the good story the Papales have a passion to tell.  

Reef Guardian Farmer   

continued 
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*The above article is from the 8th June edition of the CANEGROWER magazine 
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Qld Government 
consultation on Biofuels 

The Queensland Government is committed to supporting the 

development of the biofuel and bio-manufacturing industries in 

Queensland, including the requirement to use biofuels.  

The Government has released the Towards a clean energy 

economy: achieving a biofuel mandate for Queensland 

discussion paper, which outlines key issues associated with the 

proposed mandate and provides details on the Government’s 

approach.  A copy is available on the Department of Energy and 

Water Supply website here. 

The Government is committed to ensuring all stakeholders have 

the opportunity to comment on the discussion paper and raise 

any concerns that they have with the issues discussed in the 

paper.  Public forums are being held around Queensland to 

provide the community with information about the Government’s 

biofuel policy and allow people to ask questions and raise issues 

and concerns. 

Public forums will be held throughout June, the forum in Ayr is at 

5.30pm, Friday the 19th June at the Burdekin PCYC. 

If you are interested in attending a public forum, please register 

your interest by emailing biofuels@dews.qld.gov.au 

Discussion Paper Submissions can be made by:  

Email: biofuels@dews.qld.gov.au 

Or Mail:  Project Manager – Queensland biofuel mandate 

PO Box 15456, City East Qld 4002 

Submissions close Friday 3 July 2015 at 5pm.  

National Management 
Group endorses Red 
Witchweed Response 
Plan  
The National Management Group (NMG), comprising all 

Australian governments and the Cattle Council of Australia, 

Grain Producers Australia and CANEGROWERS met on 4 

June 2015 and agreed to endorse the ten year response plan 

for the eradication of red witchweed (Striga asiatica) prepared 

by the Queensland Government in consultation with industry. 

The eradication response is led by the Queensland 

Government. The response which is not covered by existing 

national response arrangements brings industry and 

government organisations together to cost share on a 50:50 

per cent basis the eradication of this agricultural weed pest. 

This demonstrates industry and government commitment to 

taking action to protect Australia’s environment and agricultural 

sectors from this exotic weed pest.  

Acting on advice from the Consultative Committee for Red 

Witchweed (CCRW), the NMG agreed that it is technically 

feasible and cost beneficial to eradicate red witchweed in 

Australia. Red witchweed is a parasitic plant that grows 

attached to the roots of certain commercially important grasses 

and summer cereals, including sorghum, corn (maize), rice and 

sugarcane.  

The NMG has endorsed a ten year response plan of up to $5.8 

million (2015-16 to 2024-25) to eradicate red witchweed. The 

NMG has endorsed the allocation of $4.18 million for the initial 

intensive three year phase of the response to 30 June 2018. An 

independent review of the effectiveness of the first phase of the 

response will be completed by 30 June 2018 to ensure the 

response is efficient and meeting its objectives. 

As the response plan is not covered by a national response 

arrangement the contributing government and industry 

organisations will seek formal approval for the funding 

arrangement through the Australian Agricultural Ministers 

Forum and company boards respectively. 

The NMG for red witchweed is comprised of the chief executive 

officers, or their delegates, of national and state/territory 

departments of agriculture/primary industries across Australia, 

along with executive officers from the Cattle Council of 

Australia, Grain Producers Australia and CANEGROWERS. 

Representatives of Animal Health Australia and Plant Health 

Australia also attend NMG meetings as the custodian to the 

respective animal disease and plant pest national response 

arrangements. The group is chaired by the Australian 

Government Department of Agriculture. 

The CCRW is comprised of senior delegates of national and 

state/territory departments of agriculture/primary industries 

across Australia, industry and representatives of Animal Health 

Australia and Plant Health Australia. 

Neat ethanol 
on the left (A), 
gasoline on the 

right (G) at a 
filling station in 

Brazil 

https://www.dews.qld.gov.au/energy-industry/renewable-energy/projects/biofuel-mandate
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*The above article is from the 8th June edition of the CANEGROWER magazine 

Burn Ashburner with Brian Strathdee 
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Pricing information 
2014 Season Advances & Payments 

as at 15 May 2015 

* paid 

The Advance Program is a guide only. CANEGROWERS Burdekin takes no 

responsibility for its accuracy.  It only applies to growers who did not forward 

price for 2013 (the default method).  Growers who have forward priced for 

2013 will be paid the same percentage of their final expected proceeds.  For 

individual advance rates check your grower forecast on the Wilmar website.  

 
 

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices 

as at 12 June 2015 

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices published on the QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This 

information is updated regularly and provides a sense of how the QSL-managed pools are performing over the current season.   

  
$/tonne IPS 

% estimated 

return 

Initial * $249   

21 August 14* $275   

23 October 14* $290   

18 December 14* $310   

22 January 15* $323 80.0% 

19 February 15* $337 82.5% 

19 March 15* $353 87.5% 

23 April 15* $368 92.5% 

21 May 15* $379 95.0% 

2 July 15 $389 97.5% 

Final Payment $401 100% 

  Gross $/Tonne IPS     

2015 Season $362 $342 

2016 Season $405 $385 

2017 Season $423 $403 

Estimated QSL 2015 Pool Prices 

As at 29 May 2015 

 $/Tonne IPS 

GROSS 

QSL Harvest Pool $371 

QSL Actively Managed Pool $374 

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool $406 

QSL US Quota Pool $660 

QSL 2-season Forward Pool 2015 $421 

QSL 3-season Forward Pool 2015 $436 

QSL 2-season Forward Pool 2016 $408 

QSL 3-season Forward Pool 2016 $424 

2015 Season Advance & 
payments 
Wilmar’s comment  

QSL has provided Wilmar with data in relation to the expected 

schedule of advances. The schedule (dated 12 June 2015) is 

routinely published on the grower website showing that data. 

Of particular note is that the initial advance rate has been set 

by QSL based on the forecast prices as at 24 April 2015. 

However, the most recent QSL forecast as at 29 May shows a 

significant reduction in expected prices across a number of 

pools. 

Consequently, it is likely that the advance rate increases shown 

for 

22 August         $257 

22 October        $277 

17 December    $296 

are unlikely to be achieved and so will be reduced by some 

dollars, unless more favourable ICE market conditions develop! 

Please also note that the grower cash flow tool available 

through the website is also set to reflect QSL’s current (April) 

advice on the payment of advances. 

 

 

QSL comment   

When considering the QSL Indicative Advances Program 

growers should note that initial rate is currently the only rate 

that has been approved by the QSL Board for the 2015 season 

and that rate is paid based on  24 April 2015 pool values. All 

subsequent rate increases have to be approved by the Board 

and it is current practice for those rates to be determined using 

the pool values calculated at the end of the month immediately 

prior to the date of payment. 

The increase (%) at the end of August will be based on the 

estimated pool values as at the end of July and therefore any 

increase will account for any change in value since the end of 

April. 

We report the program every month to Suppliers including 

Wilmar with updated pool values and advance rates during the 

week immediately after month end.  
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Week ending 12 June 2015 

Which shipping option is best? 

When selling raw sugar to international customers there are a few options available to the marketer about 
how freight is charged. This article outlines the differences in some of these options. 

There are generally three broadly accepted ways in which freight costs are charged to customers during raw sugar sale 
negotiations; Free on Board (FOB), Cost includes Freight (CIR) and Costs including Freight and Insurance (CIF).  Table 1 below 
provides an overview of each of these:  

FOB = Free On 

Board 

  

 The seller pays for transportation of the goods to the port of shipment, plus loading costs. 

 The buyer pays cost of marine freight transport from the load port to the final destination port, 

insurance and the cost of unloading 

 Sometimes referred to as “the price at the ship’s rail. 

CFR = Cost includes 

Freight 

  

 The seller pays for the transportation of the goods all the way to the final destination port 

 Seller pays for cost of loading goods onto the ship 

 Buyer pays for unloading of goods at the final destination port 

 Risk is transferred to the buyer once the goods are loaded on the vessel. 

 Insurance for the goods is NOT included. 

 Most of QSL’s sales are CFR 

CIF = Costs including 

Freight and Insurance  
 Insurance is included up to destination port 

 Currently Japan and US sales only  

QSL generally sells all raw sugar on a CFR or CIF basis. This means that QSL is responsible for delivering raw sugar to a 
customer’s port and, in the case of CIF, arranging the cargo insurance as well. Selling raw sugar on a delivered basis has been 
an integral part of QSL’s strategy for many years and allows QSL to control the destination of raw sugar and maximise the benefit 
of the volume of sugar QSL has available to market. 

Most other origins sell their raw sugar on a FOB or ex-mill basis to traders. South Africa and Guatemala are the main exceptions, 

selling some of their product on a CFR or CIF basis. 

Which is better – FOB or CFR? 

In a FOB sale, the customer pays the cost of transport (freight) and insurance from the port of loading to the port of discharge. In 
deciding how much to charge the customer for an FOB sale we would still look at what we think the cost for the customer will be 
for sourcing the alternative. In a perfect market the Net FOB return for the seller should be the same for a FOB sale or CFR sale 
when the final destination is same. As a result, the FOB premium paid should equal at least the difference between the freight 
cost of Queensland sugar versus the alternative (from Brazil and/or Thailand). 

However not all markets are the same and Australian sugar is worth more in some markets than others. As a CFR seller the 
return may better in the long run as customers may pay more for the complete service and there is value in being in control o f the 
entire supply chain to ensure costs are minimised.  

By coordinating freight and logistics, QSL is able to achieve attractive freight rates. QSL is well positioned to deliver raw sugar into 
the Asian region because it is able to obtain more competitive freight rates. Competitors from others exporting regions outside 
Asia will need to pay a higher freight cost. This helps to make Queensland raw sugar more competitive on a total cost basis to 
customers within the Asia-Pacific region. 

Today’s Market 12.06.15 

Prompt  JUL15 ICE 

#11 

AUD Tonnes Actual AUD Tonnes IPS Spot Foreign Exchange 

$A 

 11.64c/lb $331.50 $319.67 77.53US cents 
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Waterfind Burdekin 

Haughton WSS Water 

Market Summary  

Allocations 

Dam Storage 

The above information is provided by Waterfind.  The 

information provided is of a general nature only and must not 

be relied upon in substitution for professional advice. 

Waterfind accepts no responsibility for the accuracy, 

completeness or timeliness of any information provided. For 

more information click here. 

Market Update 

Shaun Tupou, QSL Treasury Analyst 

Current as of 9 June 2015 

Sugar 

Raw sugar futures continued a slight downward trend over the 
week with flat prices never venturing far from 12 c/lb. Spot 
month July made its 11.86-low early in the week, before bounc-
ing to the week’s 12.50-high in the next session. The remain-
der of the week traded much like the first two days, with Fri-
day’s trade settling modestly at 12.05c/lb. Spread activity has 
begun to pick up as we near Jul 15 expiry.   

Friday’s Commitment of Traders Report showed us that the 
non-index funds reduced their net short position. A reduction of 
5178 contracts drew down to a total 51,166 contracts short. Of 
mention would be the reporting week for these figures, includ-
ing the week’s 12.50-high and 11.86-low experienced on Mon-
day and Tuesday.  

The weather outlook in Brazil remains promising as further 
drier weather followed by showers ‘here and there’ are fore-
casted, providing a positive landscape for the harvesting mills 
and potential for improved sucrose yields.  

Speculation surrounding the monsoon in India appears to be 
collecting some traction. Despite lower precipitation levels, 
favourable wind flow and rainfall predictions will allow some-
what of a short reprieve. Indian sugar production has almost 
reached 28 million with ISMA predicting 28.3 million for the 
year. Following the fading suggestions of a buffer stock, the 
Indian Minister for food has come out stating that, “The Gov-
ernment will not proceed any further with the proposal for a 
buffer stock.” Therefore, mills will be left in a deprived position, 
both financially and in terms of physical stock.       

 Currency  

Despite some early weakness, the Aussie managed to peak at 
0.7819 US cents before ratcheting down to the week’s low of 
0.7598. There are promising times ahead for the Aussie as we 
look to find support in higher commodity prices (iron ore in par-
ticular), consolidation in the US dollar and 2-year bond yields 
trading higher. The RBA met on Tuesday, announcing that they 
would keep interest rates on hold at 2% as much of the market 
expected.   

Going forward, there is very little to add on the data front with a 
short week as Australian markets were closed for the Queen’s 
Birthday Public Holiday.  RBA Governor Glenn Stevens speaks 
to the Australian Economic Society on current policies tomor-
row, with May employment data on Thursday likely to be the 
mover of any intra-day price action. However, it isn’t believed 
that we will see a push outside of the current ranges we have 
seen as the Aussie dollar continues to find strong support be-
low 0.7600 and resistance above 0.7847.  In the US, we see 
mortgage applications, retail sales, jobless claims and Produc-
er Price Index (PPI) final demand for May, which are of some 
note.      

 

http://bit.ly/Waterfind
http://bit.ly/Waterfind
http://bit.ly/Waterfind
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DATES TO 

REMEMBER 

 

AIMS Open Day, Sunday 

14 June, 10am-4pm  

Burdekin Show Public 

Holiday,  Friday 26 June 

Lower Burdekin Landcare 

Meeting, Tuesday 7 

July, 5pm @  Burdekin 

Shire Council 

@BurdekinCANE 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd 

www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au 

Lower Burdekin Landcare Meeting 

 

Tuesday 7 July 2015 

5.00pm 

John Hy Peake Room,  Burdekin Shire Council 

Classifieds 

Temporary Transfer Water Available For Sale  
Phone 0427 768 479 for quantity and price. 

 

 Any Work Wanted 

 Haulout, concreting, bricklaying & tank 

construction experience 

 HR & Forklift licence 

 Ph: 4783 5416 

SPECIAL 

Member 

Deals 

Are you a member of 

Qantas club? 

CANGROWERS members 

can access a discounted 

rate of $399 per annuam 

using the CANEGROWERS 

corporate number. 

If you would like to use this 

special member deal email 

bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

and request the Qantas 

corporate number, then 

when renewing quote this 

number for the discount to 

be applied. 

https://twitter.com/burdekincane
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Canegrowers-Burdekin-Limited/365513130247968?ref=hl
http://www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au
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QFF & 
NFF 

Updates 

CANEGROWERS 

is an active 

member of 

National Farmers’ 

Federation (NFF) 

and Queensland 

Farmers 

Federation 

(QFF) , a 

partnership 

through which we 

have been able to 

concentrate and 

leverage 

influence in areas 

of importance to 

the cane 

industry.  As part 

of a range of 

services, NFF & 

QFF provides a 

range of 

information, 

including weekly 

cross-commodity 

updates.   

Here’s 10 things to know from QFF 

1. The Palaszczuk Government has released its ethanol mandate Discussion Paper.  Having 

already committed to implement the mandate, the discussion will focus on the mechanics of the 

policy and will conclude on 3 July. 

2. A new MOU between the State Government and the proponents of the proposed $2 billion 

Etheridge Integrated Agriculture Project will see an independent scientific assessment of the 

proposal. 

3. The Federal Government’s Sugar Industry Code of Conduct Taskforce has released a draft 

code, which has been warmly welcomed by growers. 

4. The Federal Government has failed to provide adequate funding to assist agricultural 

businesses impacted by Tropical Cyclone Marcia in March. 

5. The horticulture industry has welcomed the announcement by the Federal Government of a long 

overdue review of the Horticulture Code of Conduct. 

6. Workplace Health and Safety Queensland is hosting half-day professional development 

workshops across the state, on implementing strategic, integrated and effective workplace 

health and wellbeing programs. 

7. After UNESCO’s endorsement of the tireless work of our farmers to reduce their off-farm 

impacts, why not nominate someone for the Reef Programme Awards? 

8. Finalists have been announced for the 12th annual Australian Cotton Industry Awards, which 

recognises excellence, innovation and leadership throughout the industry’s supply chain. 

9. Biosecurity Queensland tests have confirmed that the Cucumber green mottle mosaic virus has 

only affected one property to date. 

10. Funding for two full-time financial counsellors to has been approved by the Queensland 

Government to work with primary producers in South West Queensland. 

http://rgc.us6.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=be9cc2409cc55bcb17498482a&id=3a0ca9347e&e=bce249f6b2
http://rgc.us6.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=be9cc2409cc55bcb17498482a&id=0ef995ad43&e=bce249f6b2
http://rgc.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=be9cc2409cc55bcb17498482a&id=4bec245199&e=bce249f6b2
http://rgc.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=be9cc2409cc55bcb17498482a&id=dd504e02fa&e=bce249f6b2
http://rgc.us6.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=be9cc2409cc55bcb17498482a&id=77566e247a&e=bce249f6b2
http://rgc.us6.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=be9cc2409cc55bcb17498482a&id=9c7015e177&e=bce249f6b2
http://rgc.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=be9cc2409cc55bcb17498482a&id=ef91ab7071&e=bce249f6b2
http://rgc.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=be9cc2409cc55bcb17498482a&id=202509a826&e=bce249f6b2
http://rgc.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=be9cc2409cc55bcb17498482a&id=4ea529fdf8&e=bce249f6b2
http://rgc.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=be9cc2409cc55bcb17498482a&id=28646901fe&e=bce249f6b2
http://rgc.us6.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=be9cc2409cc55bcb17498482a&id=91e09c1271&e=bce249f6b2
http://rgc.us6.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=be9cc2409cc55bcb17498482a&id=91e09c1271&e=bce249f6b2
http://rgc.us6.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=be9cc2409cc55bcb17498482a&id=ac311c7e65&e=bce249f6b2
http://rgc.us6.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=be9cc2409cc55bcb17498482a&id=ac311c7e65&e=bce249f6b2
http://rgc.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=be9cc2409cc55bcb17498482a&id=113d8907c9&e=bce249f6b2
http://rgc.us6.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=be9cc2409cc55bcb17498482a&id=4f4a9f9e9e&e=bce249f6b2
http://rgc.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=be9cc2409cc55bcb17498482a&id=b8bc48582f&e=bce249f6b2
http://rgc.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=be9cc2409cc55bcb17498482a&id=3c75a833c8&e=bce249f6b2
http://rgc.us6.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=be9cc2409cc55bcb17498482a&id=9b0fcac3d8&e=bce249f6b2
http://rgc.us6.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=be9cc2409cc55bcb17498482a&id=35e2ac97ca&e=bce249f6b2


Contact Us 

HEAD OFFICE 

141 Young Street, Ayr 

bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm   

Fri:  9am - 3pm                                                                                                    

4790 3600  

PROJECT & 

TRAINING CENTRE  

CANEGROWERS Hall,  

68 Tenth Street, Home Hill 

 

Debra Burden Regional Manager 0417 709 435 

4790 3603 

Wayne Smith Manager: Member Services 0428 834 802 

4790 3604 

Michelle Andrews 

JP (Qual) 

Manager: Finance & Admin 4790 3602 

Tiffany Giardina Payroll & Administration 4790 3601 

Jim Kasper Insurance Manager 0408 638 518 

4790 3606 

Martine Bengoa Insurance Consultant 4790 3605 

Email address:  firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au 

DIRECTORS  

Phil Marano 

Chair 

marano@bigpond.com 0404 004 371 

David Lando 

Deputy Chair 

david@landoandsons.com.au 0417 770 345 

Russell Jordan jorfar@exemail.com.au 0427 768 479 

Owen Menkens owen_menkens@hotmail.com 0409 480 179 

Steven Pilla mpbella@bigpond.com.au 0417 071 861 

Roger Piva rogerdpiva@gmail.com 0429 483 815 

Sib Torrisi sibbyt58@bigpond.com 0429 827 196 

Arthur Woods artywoods1@bigpond.com 0415 961 945 

canenews  is read by the majority of Burdekin cane 

farmers and their families in the Burdekin.  Copies 

are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS Offices, 

businesses, industry, politicians, Government 

Agencies and members of the community. 

 

Published Weekly by: 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited 

 

ABN:    43 114 632 325 

Postal Address:   PO Box 933,  AYR  QLD  4807 

Telephone:   (07) 4790 3600 

Facsimile:   (07) 4783 4914 

Email:    bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

 

Please direct all advertising enquiries and materials 

to the above. 

Disclaimer 

In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our” 

means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our 

directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter 

has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do 

our very best to present information that is correct and 

accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or 

representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or 

accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter, 

for any purposes. 

Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be 

excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss, 

damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of 

the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information 

appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole 

responsibility and risk associated with the use and results 

of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you 

agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage 

whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of, 

or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We 

recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any 

information provided in this newsletter. 

CHAIRS FOR HIRE 

CANEGROWERS Hall, Home Hill 

$10 plus  

$0.50 per Chair + GST 

80 Available  

 

To book please phone   

4790 3600 


