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Harvest Management Meeting Update
The first meeting for the 2014 season was held at the Inkerman Mill conference room yesterday.
Director Arthur Woods and Manager Wayne Smith were in attendance on behalf of CANEGROWERS Burdekin.
Following is an overview of the key topics from the meeting.
Safety:
Of serious concern to everyone at the meeting was a near miss recorded on video at a cane rail level crossing where a vehicle
driver was racing to cross the highway before the loco whilst the traffic stop lights were activated.
This idiot driver not only put himself and the loco driver at risk but also occupants of a vehicle that was stopped at the crossing.
The incident has been reported to police and is still under investigation.
Photographic evidence of cane rails that had been pushed out of alignment by a farm vehicle crossing the main line was also
presented to highlight the potential of a loco being derailed particularly when travelling at night
time a loco may not see the unaligned100%
track which would cause a derailment.

70%

There has been good uptake of siding inductions delivered by the online system in the
Burdekin with 240 inductions already undertaken, this is a similar level of uptake to past years.

60%

Logistics officers have commenced the annual audit to ensure all those who access cane rail
delivery sidings ie. haul out crews have50%
confirmation of having undertaken the siding induction.
Of particular note is that the EV Alert system introduced may years ago as an audible warning
to industry workers, growers and public40%
that a loco was working nearby is no longer operational
and is now redundant as all transmitters have been removed from wilmar’s locos. Wilmar have
advised that they are continually appraising
30% and researching a replacement system but at this
stage there has not been a satisfactory system found.
Continues page 2
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Week 4 — as at 28/06/2014

80%
Wilmar have advised they have commenced
reviewing the online process which is on trial in
Burdekin and Proserpine with a view to utilising the system in all wilmar milling regions.

CROP CRUSHED TO DATE

Other than this generally safety issues90%
to date have been minimal with only one other incident
where a driver was delivering bins at the siding whilst the loco was working in the siding.
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Harvest Management Meeting Update continued
interruptions earlier and operations only starting to settle down
in the last week to raise any real concerns over equity.

Mill operations:

General Manager Operations Mike McLeod reported on the
season to date at Kalamia and Pioneer and Site Managers Of note was the knowledge shared that Inkerman logistics will
Craig Wood and Ken Mackney reported on Inkerman and be operating with one less loco this year and that any adverse
Invicta respectively.
comments in regards to late deliveries being experienced has
been due to weather and mill breakdown interruptions to
All mills are now starting to settle down to normal operations crushing operations that impacts on zero hours being later and
after the first few weeks of weather interruptions and high mud/ loco schedules. Logistics management informed the meeting
dirt levels experienced at each site upon recommencement of that there is discretion available to use overtime for loco crews
operations after the rain.
to address delivery times particularly when mill operations
improve to support higher daily loading levels in the 13000 to
Daily Dirt Levels for the Burdekin District
14.0
14000 tonne per day.
12.0

Cane supply management also informed the meeting that there
is currently two locos that operate on the north bank that are
awaiting completion of repairs before entering service again.
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Also Invicta management expect to be increasing daily loadings
to 23000 + tonne in the very near future as crushing operations
improve at this site.

There has been an improvement in the level of deficient
Pioneer has resolved the issues experienced around bagasse consignment notes with reports from Cane Auditors showing a
transfer points and the new locally manufactured pans are reduction in numbers when compared to this point in last year’s
operating well.
harvest.
Kalamia’s two new mud filters were late in arriving from India Wilmar did not have a table to present indicating the number of
but had now been installed and going well.
unfilled bins for this meeting but will do so for the next meeting
in three weeks time.
Both Invicta and Inkerman have experienced significant chain
related issues associated with the operations of diffusers with Growers should note that any amendments to field maps that
Invicta looking at a $1m spend for replacement. These chains have been advised by growers to Wilmar logistics officers have
have been in operation for 19 years.
not yet been uploaded into the grower web to reflect these
amendments.
With both of these mills having dual train operations they were
able to continue crushing operations albeit at a much reduced GPS has now been fitted to most harvesters with approx. ten
rate. There has also been a few other issues experienced outstanding in Inkerman area, as the data received is only
resulting in several hour stops to crushing operations.
indicating position it is hoped to have yield monitoring as well
eventually. There are a few issues in marrying the systems up
Also noted was the commentary on changes carried out to
to existing mapping that are still to sort out to have confidence
electronics and software in an effort to decrease the tippler
in the information collected
cycle at Invicta where management is endeavouring to reduce 3
seconds from the current 70 second cycle thus increasing Weather forecast information introduced:
throughput to the factory.
wilmar have recently renewed the contract with commercial
Cane supply:
weather services provider Meteologic to deliver weather
forecasts that are applicable to and designed for the use of the
All mill areas except Inkerman are currently cutting above
Burdekin sugar cane industry.
estimate with the district indicating at 103%, there is still some
100k tonnes for seed/ plant cane to subtract from the district The forecasts not only provide rain and wind information but
estimate as well.
also feature in the additional comments section a detailed
district specific report of the current and future influences that
Some blocks of KQ228 are cutting higher than estimate but is
may affect the weather in the Burdekin.
still early yet as there are blocks that are still in the process of
drying out.
The forecasts will be updated every Monday and Thursday and
are available to growers via the wilmar grower web.
Equity at all mills was reviewed and all of those in attendance
noted generally that, save for a couple of exceptions and The current forecast issued yesterday by Meteologic can be
depending on estimate may struggle later on their current accessed by clicking here.
roster, it was still too early in the season given the weather
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MORE
INFORMATION ON
WILMAR EXITING
QSL
 CANEGROWERS

Burdekin articles click
here >
 SAY NO TO WILMAR

petition click here >
 SAY NO TO WILMAR on

facebook click here >
 SAY NO TO WILMAR

handle for twitter
#saynotowilmar
 What it means for

growers more
information from
CANEGROWERS click
here >
 Information from QSL

click here >
 Information from

Wilmar click here>

Get rid of used fluming for FREE
Now is the time to clean up the used fluming around your farm.
Until the 20th July you have two options on how to dispose of it for
FREE.
Local recycling company AMDETT, owned and managed by Giru
farmers Dimitrios & Peter Papadimitriou will recycle all your
recyclable farm materials for free (see advertisement).
And until the 20th July, Brisbane based company RDT will have an
onsite baler at the Home Hill waste transfer station on Bojack road
where you can drop off your used fluming between 10am—5pm for
disposal.
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Click here to see letter with a timeline of George’s activities
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Cane science
working group

Environment Minister praises
cane farmers

Presenters Graham Cripps and Jordan
Villaruz: alternative herbicides.

CBL Smartcane facilitator Gary Halliday
attended a Cane science Working Group
workshop at Townsville on the 26th June.
Findings from nineteen Reef Water
Quality research projects were reported
on and workshop participants provided
feedback on how to best extend the new
information and products to growers and
the broader industry.
Of interest was the detection of
pesticides in both ground water and
runoff across a number of projects
covering various regions. Notably in the
Barratta study there was an increased
percentage of samples in which
pesticides were detected (partly due to
improved detection methods).
In some cases levels spiked above the
acceptable thresholds after what was
believed to be rainfall events. Metolachlor
a new alternative product to regulated
pesticides and Imidacloprid were also
detected.
Graham Cripps and Jordan Villaruz
provided an overview of their project
which aimed to develop a weed
management program for pre-emergent
and established cane using high rise
tractor applications and ratoon spot
spraying. Their project investigated
chemicals that may provide practical
alternatives for Diuron and Velpar K4 and
reduce the dependence on other PS11
chemicals.

Minister Powell speaking at the Queensland Media Club
Matt Kealley, the Manager of Environment and Natural Resources of
CANEGROWERS Qld has been active over the past week firstly attending the
Queensland Media Club to hear a keynote speech from the Minister for
Environment and Heritage Protection Andrew Powell who outlined his views around
the management of the Great Barrier Reef, regulations and UNESCO World
Heritage Committee’s decision on the status of the reef.
Minister Powell gave the sugarcane growers a big tick for their efforts: “The recent
reef report card showed significant improvements in sediment, nutrient and
pesticide runoff coming into the reef from the adjacent catchments and that’s
testimony to the great work being done by our farmers, the cane growers and
graziers who live alongside the reef and are making practical choices and
delivering real improvements to our water quality. The heavy lifters.” Matt advised
the Minister also took it up to the green groups, including WWF, around their social
media campaigns: “People need to understand when they are giving money to
these organisations they are not giving it to produce tangible environmental
outcomes for in this instance, the Great Barrier
Reef, they are giving it to fund political campaigns
against the government of the day.
Matt together with Gary Halliday, attended a
Townsville Reef Plan Cane Science workshop at
which the Reef Plan funded research projects
were reported on and issues for extension put
forward. Matt reported of interest was the
detection of pesticides in both ground water and
runoff across a number of projects covering most
regions of the industry. There is an increasing
percentage of samples in which pesticides are
detected (partly due to improved detection
methods) and in some cases levels above the
Matt Kealley, the Manager of
acceptable thresholds. These included not just the
Environment and Natural
pesticides but other such as
Resources, CANEGROWERS Qld regulated
Imidacloprid.

CANEGROWERS’ leadership has earned the respect of community, industry and government for its
persistence and professionalism.
The Burdekin’s local and regional leadership is complemented by CANEGROWERS’ leadership at national
and international levels.
5

Soil Health Workshop
Smartcane facilitator Gary Halliday was back in the classroom
last week at a soil health workshop.
“There’s always something new to learn” he said.
“Understanding your soil texture, structure and chemical
properties is the basis for high yield productivity.” Many of the
younger
growers
across
the
district
participated
enthusiastically in this common as dirt subject. The soil
workshop was presented by Rob Milla, Evan Shannon and
Diana O’Donnell with NQ Dry Tropics sponsoring the day-long
event.
Activities saw participants investigate the variability of soil
horizons at several pit sites on a Jarvisfield cane farm. Evan
Shannon discussed the functions of a healthy soil profile
focusing on the importance of understanding the water holding
capacity of different soils and the direct relationship with
irrigation scheduling.

QRAA announces new
interest rates for
productivity loans
QRAA has announced new interest rates for the Queensland
Government’s Sustainability and First Start Loans for primary
producers.
Productivity Loans of up to $ 650,000 can be accessed
to take proactive steps to mitigate the effects of climate and
market risks, expand and diversify operations and generally
improve productivity and sustainability.
The new fixed interest rates for loans drawn down from 1 July
2014 are:
Interest rates are subject to change 1 January 2015.

Term

Interest Rate

1 year

3.78% (up from 3.58%)

3 year

3.93% (down from 4.01%)

5 year

4.20% (down from 4.45%)

Sustainability and First Start Loans are available to primary
producers in need all over Queensland – no lines on maps or
other geographical limitations apply.
For further information visit www.qraa.qld.gov.au or contact
QRAA on Freecall 1800 623 946.

Evan Shannon discussing the functions of a healthy soil profile

Editor of the Australian
CANEGROWER
magazine visits the
Burdekin

Ravensdown update
CANEGROWERS Qld has written to Ravensdown CEO and
RFA Chair, Greg Campbell, regarding honouring the
agreement between Ravensdown and CANEGROWERS, for
repayment of redeemable preference shares (RPS) to
shareholders in full, following Ravensdown’s decision to
withdraw from Queensland.
The letter sought assurances that Queensland shareholders to
be treated no less favourably than RFC New Zealand
members, that the shares must be redeemed at the full value
without any shortfall, in accordance with the letters of comfort
and the very specific, clear and numerous undertakings given
by the Ravensdown Cooperative.

We enjoyed a visit this week from Neroli Rooke, Editor of The
Australian CANEGROWER.

Discussions are continuing with alternate companies following
Ravensdown’s exit.

Neroli was in the Burdekin gathering stories for future editions
of the magazine prior to heading north to Herbert River.
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CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the fight
on all issues affecting cane farmers
For the week ending 1 July 2014

Marketing - QSL


The news on Friday that MSF Sugar had given notice to QSL before 30 June that they will not be rolling over the RSSA came
as another blow to the industry. CANEGROWERS has swung into action, factoring in the additional complexity this news
brings to the bitter marketing debate currently unfolding. Updates on the situation and CANEGROWERS’ strategy will be
circulated broadly as it comes to hand.



A letter outlining the marketing model being proposed by growers has been sent to all CANEGROWERS members in Wilmar
mill areas. This letter and factsheet is available on the CANEGROWERS website.



We have contacted the ACCC expressing concern that Wilmar's Information Update 4 is at best misleading and possibly
deceptive and asking the ACCC to investigate and take appropriate action.



Paul Schembri, Steve Guazzo and Brendan Stewart attended a meeting convened by Minister John McVeigh in Brisbane to
see if common ground could be reached in regard to Wilmar's impending withdrawal from QSL and Grower Choice. This
work is ongoing.

Global Sugar Alliance


Paul Schembri and Warren Males participated in the Global Sugar Alliance Task Group meeting where EU sugar policy and
sugar nutrition were the focal points of discussion. They also participated in the mid-year meeting of the World Association of
Beet and Cane Growers.

 EU sugar policy: Gerald Mason (Tate & Lyle Sugar) addressed the Global Sugar Alliance on the issues EU refiners are
facing with limited access to competitively priced raws for their refineries. He expects this supply situation to deteriorate
further in 2017 following the removal of EU production quotas and is seeking support for the removal of the duty on CXL
quota sugar, of which Australia has a small amount 9980t.

 Sugar nutrition: the negative campaign demonising sugar and linking its consumption to adverse health effects is a major
issue for all Global Sugar Alliance members and was also an issue raised at the WABCG meeting. José Orive, the ISO’s
new Executive Director, says the ISO will take the issue up with its member governments with a view of having the World
Health Organisation revisit its health warnings with respect of sugar.

Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP)


Chief negotiators have agreed to meet from 3 July to negotiate the remaining issues, including market access. This meeting
will be an important watershed in the market access elements of TPP negotiations.



CANEGROWERS is working closely with DFAT's TPP negotiators to develop a new approach and strategy for their TPP
discussions with Japan.



CANEGROWERS participated in a meeting in Canberra of the Federal Department of Agriculture's Agricultural Counsellors
posted in Australia's embassies in the EU, US, Indonesia, India, Thailand, and Korea, ensuring sugar remains a central
element and a high priority area of their work.

Electricity


The CANEGROWERS electricity committee met this week, with district managers from irrigation regions invited to attend.



A rebuttal of QCA’s analysis of CANEGROWERS’ proposal to reduce electricity prices for irrigation use will be prepared and
form the basis of a renewed effort to seek relief from the recently announced price increases.



CANEGROWERS met with Ergon to raise issue with their approach to electricity demand forecasting ahead of the Ergon’s
five year reset submission to AER.
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CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the fight
on all issues affecting cane farmers
continued

Export Subsidies


The Australian Government advises that India says no export subsidy payments had been made and no applications for
payment have been received.



CANEGROWERS is working to assess the veracity of India’s claims. A notice has appeared in the Indian Government
gazette notifying the amount of ₹3300/t as an incentive for “marketing and promotion”.



Review of Australia's competition policy



The Federal Government is reviewing Australia's competition policy including the Competition and Consumer Act 2010. The
two issues of particular concern CANEGROWERS is raising relate to:

 Marketing structures: levelling the playing field by addressing the imbalance in market power between cane growers and
the milling company they supply.

 Electricity and water pricing: the application of national competition policy principles by state government agencies that
enable the extraction of monopoly rents from essential state owned infrastructure in the name of competitive neutrality.

Spray drift


CANEGROWERS attended the international National Working Party for Pesticide Application workshop held in Brisbane.
Discussion focused on Drift Reduction Technology (DRT) and harmonisation of international data for improved modelling to
reduce buffer distances.



A field day was held at Gatton where nozzle technology, application equipment including planes and spray rigs, wind tunnel
R&D and field research were demonstrated.

Reef Trust


CANEGROWERS attended the Reef Trust briefing held in Brisbane by the Australian Government's Department of
Environment.



The department outlined a new program for the wet tropics called a Reverse Auction for nitrogen.



CANEGROWERS will have more on this program in the next few weeks.

Red Witchweed


CANEGROWERS attended a Red Witchweed workshop to find a solution to managing the weed and providing certainty for
the four affected cane growers in Mackay.



The current situation is there is agreement to eradicate the weed, however the respective government departments and
affected industries are reluctant to pay. This is because there is no mechanism to strike a levy to provide funding to eradicate
and some industries do not see the value in eradication as its impact to them is limited.



The workshop was attended by state and commonwealth government departments, industry groups from grains, grazing,
horticulture and the impacted growers. Neiola Vella provided a personal account of the process and discussion ensued about
how to eradicate the weed.



There was agreement to eradicate and that a mechanism needed to be found by November 2014. There was discussion on
the funding splits between government and industry and a requirement by the peak organisations to have a mechanism in
place to pay for it, should it progress.
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CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the fight
on all issues affecting cane farmers
continued

RWUE-IF


The second milestone report has been completed and a RWUE-IF Steering Committee meeting attended. There are no
changes to the project. The preferred modelling based scheduling tool has not been finalised.

Smartcane BMP


CANEGROWERS Smartcane Project Director, Malcolm Petrie, met Smartcane facilitators and CANEGROWERS district
manager as part of an industry wide review of the program delivery to date.



CANEGROWERS met with representatives of WWF to provide an overview of the Smartcane program.



CANEGROWERS met with Morgan Rural Tech the successful consultant to discuss the development of a Smartcane Phone
Application. The application is expected to be finalised late September early October.



CANEGROWERS convened a teleconference with GHD consultancy who will be undertaking the Smartcane BMP program
evaluation and review as a requirement of the Deed Agreement with the Department of Environment and Heritage Protection
to discuss the scope and resource requirements to commence the project.



CANEGROWERS met with Carole Sweatman CEO of Terrain to discuss the Reef Trust reverse auction initiative currently
under development by the Australian Government.



CANEGROWERS met with the Australian Government to provide an overview of the Smartcane program and reporting
capabilities.



CANEGROWERS met with the Department of Environment and Heritage Protection to provide an update on the progress of
the Smartcane BMP program.

Clare growers move to support Smartcane BMP
program
Seventeen Clare growers have participated in two
Smartcane workshops in recent weeks. Burdekin growers
recognise the need to show government they are serious
about reducing off site movement of chemicals and nutrients

by minimising and managing the impacts of their actions.
The Smartcane program provides an opportunity for
growers to benchmark their farming practices against
industry best practice. The Clare workshops focused on self
-assessments for the three modules that related directly to
reef environmental legislation.
“We’ve been doing what was discussed today anyway”. Comments like this show a deep belief in local sustainable farming. The
Smartcane BMP leads the way for the sugar industry with this comprehensive program. The program provides an online platform
with access 24/7 and is available FREE to all cane growing businesses in Queensland. As a grower successfully completes any
Smartcane module he can elect to be accredited. This process is as simple as collecting documented evidence to verify a best
practice is used.
We still need more growers in the Burdekin to sign up to the Smartcane program. By maintaining a high participation rate our
industry can easily demonstrate effective environmental stewardship. Group workshops are run regularly with individual grower
workshops held daily on request. For more information or to register for a self-assessment workshop please contact your local
facilitator Gary Halliday on 0 438 747 596.

Click here for the latest Smartcane newsletter
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DATES TO
REMEMBER
Landcare Propagation
Workshop, Saturday 5
July, 8.00-11.30am @
Kennedy Street Nursery
Qld Heritage Rally, 25-27
July @ Ayr
Showgrounds
National Tree Day,
Sunday 27 July, Juru
Walk Plantation Park

Landcare propagation workshop
Saturday 5 July
8.00-8.30am
Nursery, Kennedy Street Ayr

SCAN HERE

www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au

The CANEGROWERS
Burdekin App is available by
scanning the above QR
code

@BurdekinCANE

JCU survey on disaster
preparedness
James Cook University are looking for Burdekin residents to help them with a survey on
the attitudes and behaviour towards disaster preparedness.
Click here to complete the survey.

Wilmar’s major shareholder
expands in Asia Pacific
Archer Daniels Midland (ADM), the giant American agribusiness crop processor Company
that holds near 18% of wilmar and near 20% of Graincorp made a significant
announcement of its expansion plans into Asia, China and Australia last month.
For full details of ADM’s announcement click here.

FREE
The Legal Guide for Primary Producers
is available from the Ayr office.
CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd

Drop in today to pick up a copy.
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QSL update

By Carla Keith & Cathy Kelly, Industry Relationship Manager
Week ending 27 June 2014

The solution: Grower choice
We are alarmed by the recent withdrawal of MSF and Tully from the collaborative industry sugar marketing arrangements and the
impact this decision will have for their growers. The immediate impact is that MSF and Tully growers will not be able to access
QSL forward pricing and pricing pools for the 2017 season. The decision is particularly concerning when the Minister for
Agriculture, Hon Dr John McVeigh MP, only recently implored the industry to work together to agree on a grower choice model.
The industry is at a crossroads. With Wilmar, MSF and Tully all giving notice, the need for a new industry model is obvious.
However, we need time, as an entire industry, to consider the implications of recent developments for risk, transparency, value
and competition. QSL is urging Wilmar, MSF and Tully to return to the negotiating table as has been requested by Minister
McVeigh.
Growers and a number of millers strongly support an industry-agreed approach to marketing that creates fair distribution of value,
provides transparency and ensures profits are returned to growers and millers.
At QSL, we are strongly advocating for grower choice as we believe this is the solution to the industry impasse. It would provide
competition, encourage innovation and provide the fairest outcome for all millers and growers. Without it, we face the inevitable
negative consequences of a loss of grower confidence. Confidence needs to be restored by way of a genuine industry discussion.
With industry support, grower choice would provide QSL with a robust value proposition of an estimated 2 million tonnes of raw
sugar to market. It would also provide growers with a choice as to who markets their sugar and would allow millers the abilit y to
continue to access QSL’s services including: financing, pricing, marketing and logistics.
Without support for grower choice, we could see the collapse of grower confidence in the Queensland sugar industry.
A profitable sugar industry for Australia relies on farmers investing in growing cane, just as much as it relies on millers investing in
processing. To invest, growers need confidence in the transparency and security of their marketing, financing, pricing and
logistics functions.
If millers want to be assured of cane supply in the future, they need to start listening to the famers that supply them cane and start
respecting their needs, as both rely on each other for survival.
As a servant of the industry in Queensland, our priority is to secure a sustainable future for the Queensland sugar industry.
Carla Keith on annual leave
Carla will be on annual leave from Thursday 3 rd July to Monday 28th July. During this time please forward your questions or
queries to Cathy Kelly ph. 0409 285 074 / Cathy.Kelly@qsl.com.au

CANEGROWERS weather update
The forecast rain outlook for the next 12 months
for Brandon is represented below. To see the
latest forecast for your postcode click here.
The weather tool provides a seven day forecast for
your desired postcode along with a 12 month
rainfall outlook, SOI information and sea surface
temperatures.
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A message from
the Ayr Police
Service

QSL Market Update

By Matthew Page, Treasury
Analyst
as at 1 July 2014

Sugar
This fortnight has been dynamic for the raw sugar market with
prices rising by around 100 points across the board before
collapsing on Friday and ultimately ending up around where
they started.
The first couple of days in the period were relatively quiet
before a sharp rally broke out on Wednesday 18 June and
continued into Thursday (19 June) which saw the 2014
contracts gain nearly 100 points over the two sessions. There
appeared to be no real fundamental developments that could
explain such a dramatic surge other than the now familiar
tendency for prices to bounce when the prompt month dips
below 17 c/lb and retreats when it gets too far north of 17.50 c/
lb.
Following a couple of days above 17.80 c/lb JUL14 began to
slowly drift lower last week before a spectacular 72 point
collapse on Friday saw it close the period at 16.85 c/lb., 25
points lower than it began. Much of the weakness can be
attributed to heavy JUL/OCT spread activity prior to the
looming expiry which dragged the other 2014 contracts down
with July.
Fortnightly UNICA updates continue to show production in
Brazil is well behind on last year and an El Nino still looms as a
potential event later in the year. However, with so much
physical supply still to find homes, QSL believes the tug-of-war
between the bears and the bulls in the market will continue to
see prices range-bound in the short-term.
We do however remain optimistic that sugar futures are in still
in the process of forming a base from which to move higher
later this year.
Currency
The fortnight saw several positive data releases out of the US
which should have provided the Greenback with some
momentum, however the local currency continues to stand firm
around the US 94 cent level with movement over the period
limited to about half a cent either side of this.
Tension in Iraq continues, which should spell a risk-off
sentiment, but investors still retain an appetite for the Aussie’s
stable credit rating and relatively attractive interest yields. With
this in mind, any movement is more likely to be on the upside,
further compounding the pain for Australian sugar exporters in
the short-term.
It is important to remember that longer-term we still expect to
see the Australian dollar come off from current levels,
particularly later this year as the quantitative easing program in
the US winds up and US interest rates hopefully begin to move
back towards more normal levels.

Vehicle Security
Ayr and the surround rural areas continue to have a high
incidence of vehicle thefts. By vehicles I include not only cars,
but motor bikes and particularly quad bikes, from residences
and sheds both in town and on rural properties.
The vast majority of these thefts are preventable. Many
vehicles are unlocked or have the keys left in them. In most of
the other instances, key security does not exist.
Offenders will target particular locations, e.g. farms as they
suspect vehicles will be left parked with keys in the ignition.
Other offenders target insecure residences where keys are left
on kitchen benches and other readily accessible areas.
The basic message of lock it or loose it is being ignored by
many residents and vehicle owners and this leads to increase
in property crime.
For most people, the purchase of a vehicle is a significant
outlay of money.
Protect your property and investments by security your
vehicles, no matter where you park them. Lock your houses or
otherwise have security screens/doors installed.
Don’t leave valuables including car keys laying around easily
accessible to offenders.
If you see suspicious activity in your area, note down the time
and a detailed description of the vehicle including the
registration plate and occupants.
These thieves are impacting your financial bottom line through
the replacement cost of the property they steal and by
increased insurance premiums. Thefts also cause disruption
to family life, upset and a great deal of angst.
Remember steps you can take is to improve security can
include regularly speaking with neighbours about activity in the
area, improved lighting, removing keys from vehicles including
4 wheelers, locking vehicles, security cameras (with low light,
infrared capability) not leaving valuables in your car, removing
excess property (e.g. tool boxes) from you vehicle when being
parked at remote locations (e.g. boat ramps) and clearly
marking their property for identification purposes.
If you have any information about these thefts or of suspicious
activity in your area, I would urge you to contact your local
police station or Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000.
Yours sincerely
Steve BARTON—Officer In Charge Ayr
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Pricing information

Burdekin
Tonnes
Cut Per Per
Week
Burdekin
Tonnes
Harvested
Week

2013 Season Advances & Payments

Invicta

Pioneer

Kalamia

Inkerman

400000

as at 6 June 2014

350000

373729

$/tonne IPS
Initial *
22 August 13*
26 September 13*
24 October 13*
21 November 13*
19 December 13*
23 January 14*
20 February 14*
20 March 14*
24 April 14*
22 May 14*
19 June 14*
Final Payment

$219
$235
$256
$262
$275
$284
$305
$317
$332
$341
$349
$369
$389

250000
200000
150000
100000
94986

50000

71035

85307

0

1

2

3

4

Crush Week

77.5%
82.5%
85.0%
87.5%
90.0%
95.0%
100%

* paid
The Advance Program is a guide only. CANEGROWERS Burdekin takes
no responsibility for its accuracy. It only applies to growers who did not
forward price for 2013 (the default method). Growers who have forward
priced for 2013 will be paid the same percentage of their final expected
proceeds. For individual advance rates check your grower forecast on the
Wilmar website.

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices
as at 3 July 2014
Gross

Tonnes

300000

% estimated
return

2014 Season
2015 Season

$434
$471

$/Tonne IPS
Net
$414
$451

2016 Season

$487

$467

Estimated QSL 2013 Pool Prices
As at 20 June 2014
$/Tonne IPS
GROSS

2014 Season Advances & Payments
as at 04 June 2014
$/tonne IPS
Initial *
21 August 14
23 October 14
18 December 14
22 January 15
19 February 15
19 March 15
23 April 15
21 May 15
25 June 15
Final Payment

% estimated
return

$249
$282
$303
$325
80.0%
82.5%
85.0%
87.5%
90.0%
95.0%
100%

Estimated QSL 2014 Pool Prices
As at 20 June 2014
$/Tonne IPS
GROSS
QSL Harvest Pool

$420

QSL Discretionary Pool

$430

QSL Actively Managed Pool

$429

QSL Growth Pool

$431

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool

$432

QSL Harvest Pool

$391

QSL Discretionary Pool

$398

QSL Actively Managed Pool

$410

QSL US Quota Pool

$574

QSL Growth Pool

$425

QSL 2014 Season Forward Pool

$421

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool

$393
QSL 2-season Forward Pool 2015

$437

QSL 3-season Forward Pool 2015

$447

QSL 3-season Forward Pool 2016

$445

QSL US Quota Pool
QSL 2013 Season Forward Pool

$484 net
$433

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices published on
the QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated regularly and provides a
sense of how the QSL-managed pools are performing over the current season.
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Driving/Labouring Work Wanted
 HR Licence
 Truck driving experience
 Ph: 0450 699 930

Send through your free
job listings to
bdk@canegrowers.com.au

Haulout Work Wanted
 HC Licence
 Forklift Licence
 Ph: 0447 612 264

Farm Hand/Labouring Work Wanted
 Ph: 0455 736 845



Haulout Work Wanted
Available 30 July
 HR Licence
5 years truck driving exp
 Ph: 0487 731 456



Haulout Work Wanted
 HR Licence
 Fortklift licence
 9 years experience
8 years in mechanical trade
 Ph: 0424 797 515
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QFF &
NFF
Updates
CANEGROWERS

is an active
member of
National Farmers’
Federation (NFF)
and Queensland
Farmers
Federation
(QFF) , a
partnership
through which we
have been able to
concentrate and
leverage
influence in areas
of importance to
the cane
industry. As part
of a range of
services, NFF &
QFF provides a
range of
information,
including weekly
cross-commodity
updates.

Queensland Agriculture Conference
accomplishments and vision

outlines

LAST week’s Queensland Agriculture Conference 2014 has been hailed as a success, attracting
more than 250 delegates to the Brisbane event, to which QFF was the gold sponsor. The event
featured presentations from numerous government Ministers as well as expert speakers discussing
industry innovation, opportunities, and potential. The event also saw the release of the State of
Queensland Agriculture report, which is expected to be an important benchmarking document that will
help measure success of the overall Ag Strategy and its targets. QFF was pleased to partner with the
State Government on this event and will continue to work with the government as it implements
policies as part of the Ag Strategy.

Metering policy for supplemented water
THE Department of Natural Resources and Mines has advised that a Position Paper on non-urban
water metering in irrigation schemes and a State Implementation Plan for non-urban water metering
have been released on the Departmental website.
The change within irrigation schemes means that scheme operators such as SunWater and
SEQWater will be able to decide whether they will adopt the Australian Standard for non-urban
metering. QFF expects that these operators will work with their bulk and distribution customers to
consider what is best in terms of the commercial running of the schemes. There has been concern for
some time that the cost of implementing national standards far outweighed the benefits that would be
obtained from higher accuracy metering. This initiative is timely given the progress being made with
investigations into introducing local management in the SunWater distribution schemes.

Self-reading of water meters
THE Department of Natural Resources and Mines is implementing self-reading of meters for
unsupplemented water resources from July 1. Entitlement holders are required to provide up to two
readings for each water meter to the department during each water year. Letters have been sent out
to all unsupplemented entitlement holders followed by an information pack on the implementation of
the initiative. The first meter readings will have to be lodged by July 14. The advice from the
Department indicates the consequences for not submitting a reading. Meter readings can be
submitted on line or as hard copy. Cost saving for this initiative will be $60 or $120 per meter
depending upon the area. Details on this initiative can be obtained from the Departments website.

Information sessions on Queensland development
code
The Department of Housing and Public Works (the Department) is developing a proposed new
Queensland Development Code (QDC) part that is intended to provide some regulatory relief from the
current requirements of the National Construction Code (NCC) that apply to a farm building. The
requirements applied under the NCC depend on the classification of the building. When determining
how a farm building should be classified, a building certifier may consider size, purpose, operations
and the extent to which people are employed in the building.
It is proposed the new QDC part will provide concessions to some of the requirements under the NCC
for fire resistance, access and egress to a building, services and equipment and emergency lighting
that is appropriate to the occupancy rate of the building. Officers from the Department want to meet
with producers from Queensland’s diverse agriculture sector to ensure the code achieves maximum
benefits without compromising life safety for the occupants of a farm building. Additionally, this is an
opportunity for you to let the Department know of any unintentionally onerous requirements under the
national building standard due to a conflict with current agricultural production processes that are
necessary to be carried out in some types of farm buildings. Contact Shane O’Brien, Principal
Advisor, Building Codes Queensland at shane.o’brien@hpw.qld.gov.au for any additional information
about the information sessions. July 9, Townsville RSL Stadium, 12.45pm – 1.45pm.

15

Have your say on farm representation
The National Farmers' Federation (NFF) is encouraging our members’ respective members and other farmers to head online and
have their say on the future of farm sector representation in Australia. Register interest on the Future of Farm Representation
website here. The survey closes at the end of June. Further information can be found here.

Agriculture Infrastructure and Logistics Forum
In partnership with the Australasian Railway Association (ARA), the National Farmers’ Federation (NFF) will be hosting an
Infrastructure and Logistics Forum, taking place on Monday 18 August, 2014 in Canberra. The forum will be a unique opportunity
to bring together key industry and government leaders to explore the challenges facing rural and regional infrastructure, and
identify pathways to resolve them.
The forum will have a strong focus on the importance of cost-effective freight flows within Australia, and identify options to
encourage further investment, and remove the regulatory impediments holding the sector back. Speakers include:



The Hon. Warren Truss MP, Deputy PM, Minister for Infrastructure & Regional Development (invited);



Brent Finlay, President, NFF;



Bryan Nye OAM, CEO, Australasian Railway Association;



Luke Fraser, Principal, Juturna Infrastructure; and

Angus Trigg, Director Media & Government Relations, GrainCorp
The NFF is offering Members a reduced rate of $75 per person, and a rate of $95 per person for non-NFF Members. The event
will be held at Hotel Realm, 18 National Cct, Barton ACT. For more information, contact Tony Mahar on 02 6269 5666 or
tmahar@nff.org.au

Department of Ag Overseas Counsellors Meeting
The NFF and a number of commodity member representatives—including rice, red meat, sugar, grains, cotton and wool—
attended a meeting with the Department of Agriculture’s overseas counsellors in Canberra this week. The meeting was a timely
opportunity to discuss market access priorities and challenges, with a particular focus on China, Indonesia and the Trans-Pacific
Partnership (TPP) agreement.
The outcome of the meeting indicated that there is strong support for a joint government–industry initiative, like the “Team
Australia” approach, on future trade promotions and negotiations. The NFF will continue to work with the Department of
Agriculture, as they commence structural reform within certain divisions of the Department. The key point of reference for the NFF
will be focussed on establishing a partnership approach, with the main goal to improve market access and secure commercial
outcomes for Australian agriculture. For more information, please contact Tony Mahar on 02 6269 5666 or by emailing
tmahar@nff.org.au.

Drought Taskforce Update
The NFF Drought Taskforce met in Canberra this week to discuss the NFF’s proposed amendments to the Government’s current
drought policy. In addition, the Taskforce was briefed by a number of organisations, including UC’s Professor Linda Botterill, on
the history of drought policy in Australia, and the Department of Agriculture, who provided an update on the rollout of drought
assistance measures across the country. The Bureau of Meteorology also met with the Taskforce, providing a comprehensive
seasonal forecast, and identify ways they are looking to improve their drought services to farmers. The taskforce had a robust
discussion on a variety of potential measures, and will now look to develop further detail on the specific reforms required to the
incoming intergovernmental agreement.

Innovation Committee Update
The NFF Innovation Committee met in Canberra this week to discuss a range of topical issues for the farm sector. The Committee
discussed the rollout of the $100 million R&D funding proposed by the Government in this year’s budget. Other discussion item s
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included the future work required on biotechnology in conjunction with the R&D corporations.
Further to recent discussions between the NFF and Telstra, the Committee also provided input on potential partnership
arrangements that benefits NFF members. For more information, please contact NFF Manager of Rural Affairs David McKeon, on
02 6269 5666 or at dmckeon@nff.org.au

ACCC’s “Root and Branch” Submission
The ACCC has this week provided a submission to the “Root and Branch” Review of competition policy. The ACCC’s submission
identified the three main drivers of effective competition policy.
Firstly, the ACCC outlined that microeconomic reforms should open up as many sectors as possible to competition, allowing price
mechanisms to play their crucial role in signalling to businesses how to meet consumers’ needs at the lowest cost.
Secondly, the ACCC reiterates that effective competition laws are critical, explaining that while competition laws must strike a
careful balance, and not inhibit healthy competitive behaviour, if competition laws are too weak, and there are large efficiency and
welfare losses from systematically poor conduct. As within the NFF”s submission, key recommendations in this part, relate to
misuse of market power provisions and so-called “price signalling” provisions in the Competition and Consumer Act 2010.
Thirdly, the submission notes that effective competition policy about government’s establishing the processes and institutions that
continually foster competition and sustain the commitment to reform. As such, the ACCC called for consideration of the role of a
market study function for the ACCC. The function could be used to assess whether, in particular sectors, competition problems
exist or not, and to support better targeted action by the ACCC or others in response.
The submission is available via the ACCC’s submission site here.

Legendairy at Parliament House
NFF General Manager of Policy, Tony Mahar, presented at the ADF’s Legendairy Showcase and Breakfast at Parliament House
in Canberra this week. Federal Minister for Agriculture Barnaby Joyce, welcomed Senators, Members, Dairy farmers and industry
representatives, on the current dairy industry and its focus on securing a stronger more sustainable industry into the
future. Parliamentarians took the opportunity to speak directly with producers about dairy farming in Australia.

2014 Seasonal Worker Program Conference
The 2014 Seasonal Workers Program Conference will be held at the Sofitel, Gold Coast between 7-8 August 2014. The
conference will provide an opportunity for partner country delegates, Australian employers, regional organisations and officials to
network and workshop on key Seasonal Worker Program matters. Further information is available here.
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MEDIA RELEASE
NQ TEAM WORK BREATHES LIFE INTO RARE ENGINE
North Queensland businesses have banded together to bring a rare old
engine back to life, just in time for the 6 th Queensland Heritage Rally
being held in Ayr in July.
The 80 year old Caterpillar D6600 three cylinder engine was discovered
on a cane farm in Ayr by Alf Shand from the Burdekin Machinery
Preservationists.
“It’s the only one of its kind I ever came across throughout my long
career working as an electrician in north Queensland,” Alf said. The
engine was originally part of a bulldozer but had been used since the
1960s to pump water for farm irrigation.
“With 52 horsepower, the American-made engine would have pumped
about 100,000 gallons per hour on the farm,” Alf said.
The farm’s owner, Chris Lynn, kindly donated the engine to the Burdekin
Machinery Preservationists. Alf then arranged for his former employee, Ergon Energy, to crane the one tonne engine out of its
shed onto the back of a truck for transportation to Ayr. This was done as a Community Project
Hastings Deering in Townsville was approached for help with the restoration. Product Support Representative, Barry Searle, saw
the engine and jumped at the chance for his company to be involved in bringing the old beauty back to life.
“It was a rare chance for our diesel fitter apprentices to work on something so old,” Barry said. “They really enjoyed working on
the project, and it helped them gain specialised skills in electrical repairs to the magneto, and old-style fuel injection pumps, and
especially the starting procedures of both the pilot motor and main engine.
“Without this opportunity the apprentices and fellow work colleagues may never have seen or known an engine of this type or age
to have even existed.”
Barry said the apprentices worked under the supervision of long time Hastings Deering employee, Leading Hand Phil Nelson,
who has more than 25 years’ experience with the company and 48 years in total in different industries.
“Phil grew up on farms and had a lot of knowledge and skills to share with the apprentices,” Barry said. “He really took ownership
of the project and his enthusiasm was infectious. Everyone wanted to watch while the old engine was being worked on.”
Most parts required for the engine were readily available from within the Hastings Deering network or Caterpillar in the USA,
however due to the age of the engine some were not. The engine’s transformation also relied on several of Hastings Deering’s
regular suppliers. Thanks must go to the following Townsville businesses: Leslie’s Auto Electrical, Girvan Engineering, Bayswater
Road Radiators, Predator Signs, Civil & Safety, HM Gem Engines, Waters Abrasive Blasting Service and Aitkenvale Towing
Services, all of which helped with donations and services for the project.
The engine will be on show at the Burdekin Machinery Preservationists stand at the Heritage Rally, which runs from 25-27 July at
the Ayr Showgrounds.
The Queensland Heritage Rally only comes around every two years and this year’s event in Ayr will be extra special, with the
display of the world’s only functioning 1911 Marshall Colonial C Class single speed tractor, also known as the Burdekin Tractor.
Members of the Burdekin Machinery Preservationists have spent the past five years restoring this unique piece of rural history.
Other rare tractors on display at the Heritage Rally include a Marshall Colonial Model C and a second Marshall Colonial Model F
4 cylinder, both 100 years old.
The Heritage Rally will feature tractors (1910 to 1960), stationary engines, vintage motorcycles, a tractor pull and tractor
balancing, a display of veteran/ vintage/ historical and classic cars, trade exhibits and a daily grand parade (tractors, cars and
motorcycles), woodwork/craft/blacksmithing demonstrations and workshops, children’s activities and entertainment.
The rally is being organised by the Burdekin Machinery Preservationists (Burdekin), North Queensland Machinery
Preservationists (Townsville) and the Pioneer Valley Machinery Preservationists (Mackay).
For more information about the rally visit www.qldheritagerally.com.au, email qhr2014@bigpond.com or phone Mr Alf Shand on
0417 746 367.
The 6th Queensland Heritage Rally is proudly supported by Tourism & Events Queensland, 630 ABC North Queensland,
the Burdekin Shire Council, Sirromet, and New Holland – Tracpower.
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CaneClips
This week Phil Patane speaks about the major source of cane loss in
harvesting.
The Harvesting Best Practice Manual is being released this week. If you
would like to receive a copy, please contact us.
CaneConnection
The winter edition of CaneConnection is now available. You can read this publication
online or receive it in the mail.
If you don't already receive CaneConnection in the mail and would like to, simply contact
us at sra@sugarresearch.com.au or phone 1300 SRA 111 (1300 772 111) and we'll add
you to our mailing list.
Your SRA at Work
SRA has been working closely with Mackay Area Productivity Services (MAPS) in the area of harvesting losses. MAPS recently received delivery of an Infield Sucrose Loss Measurement System that will help them to measure
the loss associated with the cane that is extracted by the harvesters cleaning system, within the Mackay area. John
believes this work should be given high priority as losses can range from $200 - $1,500 per hectare.

John Agnew (MAPS) with Phil Ross (SRA)

Learn more about the Infield Sucrose Loss
Measurement System in this CaneClip

CANEGROWERS attended a SRA workshop of selected participants recently to provide input into the processing of
reviewing the SRA PEC unit. The workshop conclusions were that the PEC unit had delivered what was requested
of it by the Welsman model but this was not meeting the needs of the industry. There needed to be a clearer, more
regional approach; but this needed to be matched with regional capacity.
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Contact Us
HEAD OFFICE
141 Young Street, Ayr
Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm
bdk@canegrowers.com.au
Fri: 9am - 3pm
4790 3600

PROJECT
& TRAINING
CENTRE
CANEGROWERS Hall,
68 Tenth Street, Home Hill
Office Open By Appointment
4782 1922

Debra Burden

Regional Manager

0417 709 435
4790 3603

Wayne Smith

Manager: Member Services

0428 834 802
4790 3604

Gary Halliday

SmartCane BMP Facilitator

Published Weekly by:
CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited
ABN:

43 114 632 325

Postal Address: PO Box 933, AYR QLD 4807
Telephone:

(07) 4790 3600

Facsimile:

(07) 4783 4914

Email:

bdk@canegrowers.com.au

0438 747 596

JP (Qual)

Michelle Andrews

canenews is read by the majority of Burdekin cane
farmers and their families in the Burdekin. Copies
are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS Offices,
businesses, industry, politicians, Government
Agencies and members of the community.

Manager: Finance & Admin

4790 3602

Tiffany Giardina

Payroll & Administration

4790 3601

Martine Bengoa

Insurance Consultant

4790 3605

Please direct all advertising enquiries and materials
to the above.

JP (Qual)

Email address: firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au
DIRECTORS
Phil Marano
Chair

marano@bigpond.com

0404 004 371

David Lando
Deputy Chair

david@landoandsons.com.au

0417 770 345

Russell Jordan

jorfar@exemail.com.au

0427 768 479

Owen Menkens

owen_menkens@hotmail.com

0409 480 179

Steven Pilla

mpbella@bigpond.com.au

0417 071 861

Roger Piva

rogerdpiva@gmail.com

0429 483 815

Sib Torrisi

sibbyt58@bigpond.com

0429 827 196

Arthur Woods

artywoods1@bigpond.com

0415 961 945

CANEGROWERS Directors have an intimate
knowledge of local and regional needs.
CANEGROWERS Directors are growers, just
like you, doing demanding work for little
monetary return. They understand your
needs.

Disclaimer
In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our”
means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our
directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter
has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do
our very best to present information that is correct and
accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or
representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or
accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter,
for any purposes.
Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be
excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss,
damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of
the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information
appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole
responsibility and risk associated with the use and results
of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you
agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage
whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of,
or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We
recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any
information provided in this newsletter.

Do you know of any stories that should be in
canenews?
Contact us today with the details

