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Smartcane BMP progressing in Burdekin

Congratulations goes to Burdekin grower and CANEGROWERS Director Owen Menkens
who recently attained the accreditation for Smartcane BMP.
The most recent participation data (indicated below) for Smartcane BMP indicates that
significant progress has been attained across the state in the last year.

Emails were sent to those 1,400 growers who completed their BMP self-assessment
more than 6 months ago. The email encouraged these growers to take the next steps to
become accredited; once accreditation is obtained, as a holder of the CANEGROWERS
Burdekin Cane Supply Agreement members will also qualify for the incentive additional
payment of 15 cents per tonne of cane that was secured from and payable by Wilmar
during the negotiation process for the CSA.
The email also suggested the BMP self-assessed participants reassess their farming practice standards. This reassessment will
ensure that growers have information that is up to date and will highlight any practice changes
and/or record keeping gaps that need to be addressed before accreditation. The email has a
2017
link that takes the grower to the modules on the BMP web site. These modules have been
estimate
updated to ensure they cover all aspects of sustainable farming.

The BMP program is open to all growers, get in touch with your local BMP Facilitator today on
0437 553 149.

1,808,441

Week 6 as at 22/07/2017

Accreditation is a highly regarded recognition of the stewardship of your farm, and growers
who achieved this have found that:
• they are appreciated as positive land managers by the wider community,
• doing BMP can help improve their productivity and profits,
• BMP practices are based on solid industry research, and
• they are not the focus of government compliance checks for Reef Regulations.

CROP CRUSHED
TO DATE

8,400,000

22%

Terry Granshaw - 0437 553 149
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Crushing Stats
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Minister signs cane industry commitment
CANEGROWERS
has
welcomed
the
Queensland Environment Minister’s signed
commitment to the sugarcane industry which
recognises decades of grower investment in
environmental outcomes.
Steven Miles today signed a Cane Changer
commitment in front of representatives of all of
Queensland’s sugarcane growing regions.
He has committed to:

•

acknowledging the ongoing efforts of
Queensland cane growers for improving
their farming practices, especially as they
relate to the health of the Great Barrier
Reef;

CBL Chair Phil Marano poses a question to Minister Miles

•

recognising the important role that cane
growers play for the State of Queensland; and

•

working collaboratively with the sugar industry for a better future for the industry and the environment.

“This is very significant to the cane industry on many levels,” CANEGROWERS CEO Dan Galligan said after the meeting. “We
are pleased to have the Queensland Government, represented by Mr Miles, commit to our industry as our growers have
committed their time, money and creativity to environmental outcomes.
“The Cane Changer project, backed by the Queensland Government and being delivered by Behaviour Innovation in the Wet
Tropics region, is unique in Australian agriculture.
“It is a platform for recognising all of the work being done on cane farms to protect the Great Barrier Reef and what they are
planning to do - it puts the grower and their businesses at the centre and sets the record straight.”
The project is being rolled out through events in the Innisfail, Tully and Cairns cane growing regions with plans to extend its reach
in the future.
“In just five months, 109 growers have signed Cane Changer commitments and momentum is growing.
“We are delighted that Mr Miles is recognising this effort and decided to join in making commitments of his own to acknowledge
the efforts of our growers, recognise our industry’s importance to Queensland and to work collaboratively with us in the future.
“Over the past 20 years the pace of innovation and change in the Queensland sugarcane industry has been rapid, driven by the
need to remain profitable in a competitive world sugar market while minimising the impact of our farming practices on the wider
environment, particularly the Great Barrier Reef.
“Our industry best management practice program Smartcane BMP, in which 66% of Queensland’s sugarcane area is enrolled, is
driving that process further.
“We are grateful that Mr Miles has committed to acknowledge that effort and to work with us to take it into a sustainable future.”
CANEGROWERS remains opposed to the regulation of farming practices in Great Barrier Reef catchments, promoting Smartcane
BMP as the most enduring way for industry to meet its obligations to improve water quality.
For more information about the project, visit www.canechanger.com
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QSL 2017 Advances Program change

The QSL Board approved amendments to the QSL Indicative Advances Program for the 2017 Season, increasing the August
Advance rate from the scheduled 65% to 70%. This payment will be based on estimated QSL pool values as at 28 July 2017. The
full Indicative Advances Program for the 2017 Season (as at 21.7.17) is:

Please note that this program is indicative only in its entirety and should not be taken as a commitment by QSL with regard to
either the Advance rate or date of increase.
The program is regularly reviewed by the QSL Board and may change during the season depending on movements in the
marketing and shipping plans, sugar price and currency movements, and the timing of cash flows. Suppliers’ positions in relation
to any pricing elections may also impact the timing and size of Advance payments.

Automation
of furrow
irrigation:
CaneClip

In this CaneClip, SRA talk with Burdekin farmer Aaron Linton
about his participation in the SRA-funded project Automation
of furrow irrigation, where he has established the technology
on a farm 35km from where he lives, which has led to huge
efficiencies for the way he farms and runs his business. The
project was led by Dr Malcolm Gillies at the University of
Southern Queensland and the National Centre for Engineering
in Agriculture (NCEA), with input from Burdekin Productivity
Services, AgriTech Solutions, and SRA.
See the video here. Read the fact sheet here.

UQ survey on clean
energy in the sugar
industry

The
University
of
Queensland
is
conducting
a
short, anonymous survey (less than 15 minutes required)
targeted at all employees within the sugar industry to find
out what is the general sense sugar industry stakeholders
have on the uptake of clean energy, and also to what extent
these feelings and attitudes might differ due to climate
change. Findings from this study would provide an insight on
how
the
sugar
industry
in
general
is
willing
to adopt changes. Take this survey and stand a chance to win
a $100 Bunnings voucher.
The link to the survey can be found here.
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United farm voice on power
costs

The following letter to the editor appeared in Friday 21st July Burdekin Advocate.
On behalf of Queensland sugarcane growers, CANEGROWERS has joined nine
other agricultural groups to put a comprehensive joint submission into the Australian
Competition and Consumer Commission’s Electricity Supply and Prices Inquiry.
Producers of fruit and vegetables, sugarcane, dairy and cotton are struggling to stay
profitable after electricity cost increases of 130% over the past nine years. The
problem is simple - in every sector of the electricity market the charges being
passed on to consumers exceed the economically efficient cost of supply.
From generation to transmission and retail, big profits are being made. We are all
contributing to them and we shouldn't/t be. There is no genuine competition so
there are no brakes on their profits.
The Queensland Government collects more than $1.3 billion a year from electricity
companies, stripping it straight out of the pockets of families and businesses into
State Treasury.
This joint agriculture submission from 10 farming groups to the ACCC identifies the
barriers to workable competition and effective regulation in the electricity market and
makes clear recommendations. WE can all see the problems - they are well
documented!

Super
concessional
contributions
cap

From the 1st July 2017 the
superannuation concessional cap has
decreased to $25,000 for all ages.
Concessional contributions include:

 employer contributions (including
contributions made under
salary sacrifice arrangement)

a

 personal contributions claimed
as a tax deduction.
If you have more than one fund, all
concessional contributions made to
all of your funds are added together
and
counted
towards
the
concessional contributions cap.
More information is available on the
ATO website here.

We can all, farmers, businesses and households feel the pain, and yet governments
and regulatory bodies still don’t act! With this groundswell of dissatisfaction
growing, it will be a brave politician who shirks their responsibility to act.
Dan Galligan, CANEGROWERS CEO
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CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the
fight on all issues affecting cane farmers
Executive Comment
✓ Meeting with Catalyst, Coca-Cola, Reef Catchments and WWF to discuss increasing collaboration for multiple outcomes but
✓
✓
✓

✓

✓

specifically to clarify the role of assuring Coke can meet its objectives of achieving 100% sustainably sourced sugar by 2020.
Teleconference with SRA to discuss the progress with industry capability investment and the prospects of collaborating on a
review of this program.
COAG Energy Council Stakeholder Roundtable meeting held prior to the COAG Energy Council meeting. The stakeholder
roundtable was provided a briefing on the 50 Finkel review recommendations.
The CANEGROWERS Policy Council met last week. The focus of the meeting was on the research and development
strategy, finalising the content of our State election material, progressing our membership engagement strategy and guest
presentations from the Hon Stephen Miles MP (State Environment Minister), as well as the Chair and CFO of Sugar
Terminals Ltd, CEO of Qld Sugar Ltd and CEO of Sugar Research Australia (SRA). The Council discussed strategic project
updates on enhanced efficiency fertiliser and Smartcane BMP. With so many important and complex issues unfolding in the
industry, detailed district reports were extremely relevant during the meeting. Issues around cane burning in South East
QLD, mill ownership in Mossman, electricity prices in irrigated areas and marketing outcomes in Mackay were all hot
topics. The CANEGROWERS industry policy committees also provided comprehensive reports.
Following the Policy Council meeting the CANEGROWERS District Managers held a meeting to discuss operational
issues. These included 17/18 budget initiatives, insurance business management and supporting growers in the
implementation of new marketing arrangements.
CANEGROWERS has been working with Rocky Point CANEGROWERS and a local campaign to highlight increased risks
due to program deficiencies of fire ant control in that region.

Legal
✓ Attending Mackay CANEGROWERS and meetings with QSL regarding grower choice issues and cane supply/RSSA and on
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

supply matters.
Advising growers on cane delivery point access issues and mill responsibilities relating to insufficient siding areas and
potential safety and machinery damage concerns.
Advising growers on failure by mill to maintain delivery point and options for changes in delivery arrangements and
entitlement to compensation.
Advising on potential cane supply contract breaches by the mill owner and options for dispute resolution.
Preparing and distributing to districts advice in relation to Code of Conduct.
Advising growers in relation to employment issues.
Advising district office regarding funding agreement for government funded projects.
Advising Innisfail CANEGROWERS regarding MSF proposed project uplift agreement and proposing suggested amendments
to seek more balance for growers in the agreements.
Assisting district office in drafting letters for growers to the mill owner regarding point of delivery issues.

Cane Changer Project
✓ A meeting was held to discuss the communications activities for the project.
✓ Minister for the Environment Steven Miles signed a Cane Changer commitment at the Policy Council
✓ The Minister affirmed that he values the work growers are doing for the reef and the community.
✓ Project Cane Changer is a program being implemented by Behaviour Innovation (BI) that aims to recognise Queensland’s

✓

✓
✓
✓

sugar cane farmers for their positive farming practices and their contribution to protecting the Great Barrier Reef. The project
comprises the development, testing and delivery of five strategies.
These strategies include:
o Leadership and Ownership Behaviour Change Strategy,
o Communications and Destigmatisation Strategy,
o Monitoring Change Behaviour Change Strategy,
o Innovation Behaviour Change Strategy,
o Women and Families Behaviour Change Strategy.
The project is currently testing ideas for the first strategy – leadership and ownership - and is currently working on the
communications strategy.
Three districts are actively working with the BI team. These are Innisfail, Tully and Cairns.
The Leadership and Ownership strategy consists of four sub-strategies, designed and tested in the Innisfail area, to ‘kick
start’ the overarching behavioural change program.
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CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the
fight on all issues affecting cane farmers
o Cane Changer Cooperative - The Innisfail CANEGROWERS board, chaired by grower Joe Marano, was approached to
form the cooperative group. The group agreed to be the organising unit for Cane Changer in the Innisfail district and champion
the project from its earliest stages through to full implementation.
o
Behavioural Commitments – Growers are asked to commit to Project Cane Changer by signing a Cane Changer
Commitment. The commitments values and recognises the change the growers have already undertaken, while prompting
them to articulate the future changes they would like to make. A total of 88 growers have signed a commitment in Innisfail,
and over 100 Cane Changer Commitments have been signed in Innisfail and Tully to date.
o
Younger and Older Grower Engagement – A mentorship program has been created that brings together different
generations of the cane industry.
o Cooperation and Cohesion workshop – This strategy developed and tested a workshop program to encourage stronger
communication and relations between two groups and has started with millers and growers in Innisfail.

Bonsucro
✓ Skype conference with Bonsucro which discussed the Smartcane BMP endorsement process and timeframe for sustainable
✓
✓

sugar. Bonsucro provided an update on the current which is now March 2018.
CANEGROWERS are concerned this is taking longer than expected due to internal Bonsucro processes.
CANEGROWERS briefed Bonsucro on its recent meeting with Coca Cola about sustainable sugar.

Rural Water Use Efficiency for Irrigation Futures (RWUE-IF)
✓ The final milestone for the 4 year RWUE-IF has been completed. Overall the project will deliver 42 projects ($997,579) which
improved irrigation systems to reduce deep drainage, 13 conjunctive use bores ($380,433) and 7 Productivity Service
organisations funded ($446,611) for decision support systems. Application has been made for a new one-year RWUE_IF
project for 2017/18. The final agreement has not been concluded.

Smartcane BMP
✓ A new series

✓

✓

of reports for participating growers is now available from the Grower Home page
(www.smartcane.com.au). These provide information on module completion, self-assessed and verified practice standards,
and opportunities for further improvement.
Meeting held with Coca-Cola representatives, Project Catalyst and WWF to discuss opportunities for collaboration between
Project Catalyst and Smartcane BMP. Expectations and opportunities around sourcing of sustainable sugar were also
discussed.
The BMP Steering Committee met on 19 July – issues discussed included ‘sustainable’ sugar, funding for 2018-21,
communication and engagement, refining nitrogen management, and the value proposition of key agronomic practices.

Transport
The requirement for police escorts on permits for agricultural vehicles over 4.0m width on critical roads are being investigated. A
number of other transport issues around the use of the Coastal and Northern notices have been dealt with.

Electricity
✓ CANEGROWERS has been reappointed by the QCA Board to its Consumer Advisory Committee.
✓ As foreshadowed, CANEGROWERS joined with members of the Agriculture Industries Energy Taskforce – National Irrigators
Council, National Farmers Federation, NSW Irrigators Council, CANEGROWERS, Queensland Farmers’ Federation, NSW
Farmers, Bundaberg Regional Irrigators Group, Cotton Australia, Central Irrigation Trust, Winemakers Federation of Australia
and Dairy Connect in making a submission to the ACCC investigation of retail electricity prices. Key points:
o National Electricity Market (NEM) is failing to meet the needs of consumers.
o In every section of the electricity market (generation, transmission, distribution and retail) the charges being passed on to
consumers exceed the economically efficient cost of supply.
✓ Continuing to press the case for change, CANEGROWERS participated in the National Electricity Summit in Toowoomba and
in the COAG Energy Council’s stakeholder forum.

Trade
✓ CANEGROWERS participated in an ASA Trade Committee Task Force teleconference with T&L representatives on
developments in relation to the forthcoming FTA’s between Australia and the EU and separately between Australian and the
UK, following PM Turnbull and Deputy PM Joyce’s recent visits to Europe and the UK.
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1.

CANEGROWERS has welcomed the Queensland
Environment Minister’s signed commitment to the
sugarcane industry which recognises decades of grower
investment in the environment. Details HERE.

2.

'Politics over power’ has prevailed with both political
sides distorting facts on the energy sector. See QFF's
QCL column addressing on-going energy concerns in
agriculture HERE.

3.

Land clearing has caused species death, habitat loss, and
reduced the resilience of endangered animal and plant
species to adapt to climate change, according to a new
report released by the Environment Minister. Details
HERE.

4.

Copies of all of QFF's recent submissions are now
available online. This page will be updated as QFF
continues its advocacy on behalf of the Queensland
agricultural sector. See submissions HERE.

5.

The Queensland bulk water opportunities statement
(QBWOS) designed to better using the bulk water
infrastructure has been released by the state government.
QBWOS details HERE.

6.

QFF industry member Growcom has responded to last
week's ABC's Australian Story on the backpacker working
visa program. See QCL column HERE.

7.

How many people can Australia feed? UQ Professor Bill
Bellotti examines how population growth is impacting
future food production in Australia HERE.

8.

With the Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines
Authority (APVMA) moving from Canberra to Armidale,
QFF has called for the APVMA to be 'reset' so it can
better serve the agriculture sector. QFF QCL column
HERE.

9.

Concessional loans have been released for Queensland
farm businesses as part of the government’s $250 million
commitment to help drought-affected farmers across the
country. Details HERE

10. The LNP will establish the Agriculture Energy and Water
Council to tackle rising electricity prices with
representatives
from
QFF,
industry
member
CANEGROWERS and AgForce. Details HERE. QFF
media statement HERE.
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Estimated QSL Pool Prices
As at 30 June 2017

Pricing information

$/Tonne IPS
GROSS 2017

2016 Season Advances & Payments
as at 24 July 2017
$/tonne IPS
Initial
18 August 16*
20 October 16*
15 December 16*
26 January 17*
23 February 17*
23 March 17*
20 April 17*
18 May 17*
22 June 17*
1 August 17

$267
$326
$368
$383
$423
$437
$460
$465
$491
$506
$520

% estimated
return

80.0%
82.5%
87.5%
90.0%
95.0%
97.5%
100%

* paid
The Advance Program is a guide only. CANEGROWERS Burdekin takes no
responsibility for its accuracy. It only applies to growers who did not forward
price for 2016 (the default method). Growers who have forward priced for
2016 will be paid the same percentage of their final expected proceeds. For
individual advance rates check your grower forecast on the Wilmar website.

QSL Harvest Pool
QSL Actively Managed Pool*

NA

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool*

NA

QSL US Quota Pool

$748

QSL 2-season Forward Pool

$476

*Please note: Wilmar Growers are reminded that the 2017 Actively Managed
and Guaranteed Floor pool values listed above are not applicable to Wilmar
Growers. Results for the Wilmar-Grower versions of these two pools are
detailed on the bottom of your QSL Payment Statement, where applicable.

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices
published on the QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated
regularly and provides a sense of how the QSL-managed pools are performing
over the current season.

QSL Indicative ICE 11 prices
as at 28 July 2017

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices
as at 28 July 2017
Crop Year

Indicative Price

Movement

2017 Season

$407

7.59

2018 Season

$438

4.36

2019 Season

$453

3.19

Calculation using ICE Closing Prices or equivalent Bank Swap Rates and
prevailing AUD/USD exchange rates
Refer to https://www.wilmarsugarmills.com.au for additional Pricing
Information and trends

$420

SEASON

AU /MT

CHANGE SINCE
PREVIOUS CLOSE

2017 - OCT17

397.75

2.40%

2017 - MAR18

417.60

1.82%

2017 - MAY18

421.77

1.54%

2018

438.20

1.03%

2019

452.23

0.77%

2020

452.24

0.72%

The figures quoted above are indicative of available ICE 11 prices as at the
current date and reflect the weighted average AUD/mt price. The prices have
been adjusted to include Over-the-Counter (OTC) margin fees charged by
banking institutions and, therefore, may differ from daily prices quoted by the
ICE #11 Exchange and/or other Marketers of Growers’ Economic Interest in
Sugar (GEI Sugar). Values also do not account for any adjustments resulting
from local grower-miller pricing arrangements.
For more information, view the latest QSL Market Snapshot here.

6% iscount
Exclusive offer to members
of CANEGROWERS
Burdekin
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Contact Us
canenews is read by the majority of Burdekin cane
farmers and their families in the Burdekin. Copies
are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS Offices,
businesses, industry, politicians, Government
Agencies and members of the community.

HEA OFFICE
141 Young Street, Ayr
bdk@canegrowers.com.au
Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm
Fri: 9am - 3pm
4790 3600
bdk@canegrowers.com.au

Published Weekly by:
CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited
CANEGROWERS Hall
68 Tenth Street, Home Hill

Wayne Smith

Manager: Member Services

0428 834 802
4790 3604

Michelle Andrews

Manager: Finance & Admin

4790 3602

JP (Qual)

ABN:
Postal Address:
Telephone:
Facsimile:
Email:

43 114 632 325
PO Box 933, AYR QLD 4807
(07) 4790 3600
(07) 4783 4914
bdk@canegrowers.com.au

Please direct all advertising enquiries and materials
to the above.

Tiffany Giardina

Payroll & Administration

Racheal Olsen

Solaris Insurance Brokers
Manager

4790 3601

4790 3606
0408 638 518

racheal_olsen@solarisinsurance.com.au

Disclaimer

Email address: firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au

IRECTORS

Phil Marano
Chair

marano@bigpond.com

0404 004 371

Owen Menkens
Deputy Chair

owen_menkens@hotmail.com

0409 480 179

Steven Pilla

spilla8@bigpond.com.au

0417 071 861

Roger Piva

rogerdpiva@gmail.com

0429 483 815

Sib Torrisi

sibbyt58@bigpond.com

0429 827 196

Greg Rossato

greg_rossato@outlook.com

0418 713 563

In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our”
means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our
directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter
has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do
our very best to present information that is correct and
accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or
representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or
accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter,
for any purposes.
Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be
excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss,
damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of
the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information
appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole
responsibility and risk associated with the use and results
of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you
agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage
whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of,
or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We
recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any
information provided in this newsletter.

Burdekin Cane Auditors—Workplace Coordinators
Site

Name

Email

Phone

Invicta

Ray Collinson

ray@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4782 9153

Kalamia

Vicki Lewis

vicki@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4783 0319

Pioneer

Geraldine Cantarella

geraldine@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4782 5346

Inkerman

Mark Saunders

mark@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4782 1020

