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canenews 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd  Newsletter Edition 2014/27 Distributed: Thursday 24 July 2014 

The peak weekly newsletter for cane farmers in the Burdekin 

Young Farmers in Australian Agriculture 

This newsletter is not to be distributed or  reproduced without the express permission of  CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd 

The Australian Bureau of Statistics report on Australian farming and farmers 

indicates that the medium age of an Australian farmer was 53, an increase of 2 

years between the 2006 and 2011 censuses.  The medium age of Australian 

farmers has been increasing in every census since 1981.  Of interest many 

countries have older farm populations than Australia ...with the average age of 

farmers in Canada being 54 years, the UK being 55 years,  the US being 57 years 

and in Japan the medium age is 67 years.   The ABS does not record specific 

statistics for cane farmers but some research indicates the average age is around 

64 years. 

The ageing of the world’s farmers has raised the following key concerns: 

 Food security – will there be enough farmers to grow our future food supply? 

 Loss of economic opportunities – will the shortage of farmers reduce the capacity of a country’s agricultural sector to capture 

future opportunities in agriculture? 

 Community sustainability – will rural community decline be accelerated by the lack of successors to existing farms? 

 Does government need to increase funding for human service delivery in structurally aging rural areas? 

Where are the new farmers? 
A recently released report indicates that the number of farmers aged under 35 

years has fallen by 75% since 1976 with the most important factor in this fall 

identified as the reducing number of farms due to aggregation.  Whilst another 

significant factor was identified as the lowering rate of exit from farming with an 

increase in the number of farmers aged over 65 years.  Basically there are fewer 

opportunities for young people to enter agriculture. 

This week, a research report by Neil Barr from the Department of Environment and 

Primary Industries in Victoria was released by the Rural Industries RDC. The 

report seeks to quantify the number of young farmers working in the Australian 

farm sector, determine how this number has changed over the past 30 years and 

explore the social, demographic and economic conditions causing the decline in 

young farmers. The report’s release follows Neil Barr’s address to the NFF 

Innovation Committee in recent weeks, where Neil provided an overview to the 

Committee on his key research findings. 

The report will be of interest to anyone concerned about in the changing 

demographic structure of Australian farming and potential threats to Australian 

food security or Australian agricultural productivity. The report is available on the 

RIRDC website here.  

Cane farmer & CBL Director Russell Jordan 

https://rirdc.infoservices.com.au/items/14-003
https://rirdc.infoservices.com.au/items/14-003
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Future Farmers 
Network  
The Future Farmers Network is a National 

network specifically for young people 

involved in all aspects of rural 

industries,  the Network represents 

members from across all aspects of the 

industry including those who work on farms 

to remote stations; stock and station 

agents; commodity traders; and those from 

banking and industry support roles located 

in our major cities. Members have an 

important role to play in Australian 

agriculture.   

The Network website http://

www.futurefarmers.com.au/ is a source of 

information specifically designed to help 

young Australians involved in agriculture. 

The Network has been operating since 

2002 and provides members with access to 

the latest news, events, scholarships, 

awards and information from across all 

aspects of the agricultural sector.  Individual 

Membership is $55 whilst Organisational 

Membership is $150. 

Future Farmers Network seek Executive 

Officer     

An opportunity currently exists for an astute 

and strategic Executive Officer to lead the 

Future Farmers Network through an 

exciting growth and expansion phase. 

Reporting directly to the FFN Board, the 

Executive Officer is responsible for day-to-

day operation leadership and development 

of the organisation. In addition, the 

individual will be required to establish and 

implement strategies, plans and policies of 

FFN. Therefore, strong communications 

skills and a willingness to travel are 

essential.   

Ideally, the role would suit a young 

professional with 3 – 5 years’ experience 

with a demonstrated ability to deliver sound 

outcomes through their own initiative and is 

seeking the opportunity to take that next 

step in their professional career. For more 

information, please see here. Applications 

close at 5pm on Wednesday 30 July 2014.  

The Next Generation program (Next 

Gen) which is sponsored by QSL has 

been developed in response to a 

major issue the sugar cane industry is 

facing regarding its main asset – its 

farmers. The industry has identified a 

need to encourage and support young 

farmers into a career in agriculture, specifically in the sugar cane industry.  The 

important has also  been recognized of ensuring the more established farmer is 

encouraged to transfer the wealth of their knowledge to the incoming 

generation.  The Next Gen Leadership Program provides an opportunity for young 

people from within the cane industry to come together and develop their 

leadership skills.   

Shannon Marano attended the Leadership Program last year and the following is 

an extract of her experience. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the start of December,  16 young cane farmers and industry professionals 

descended on Brisbane to take part in the Next Gen Leadership Program.  

The first three days saw our little group participate in the ‘Foundations of 

Directorship’ course delivered by the Australian Institute of Company Directors 

(AICD). The course covered three key areas involved with Directorship; 

Governance, Finance, Strategy & Risk.  

The group then heard from each of the Leadership Consultants who covered a 

wide range of expertise including Directorship, Agronomy, Soil Health, Sugar 

Marketing, Research & Development, Finance & Succession Planning, Farming 

Systems, Environment & Sustainability and Agri-Politics. Each generously 

donating their invaluable time & knowledge to help us achieve our individual goals. 

We’ll now keep in contact with the Leadership Consultants over the next 10 

months, continuing to work on our relationships with these key industry leaders. 

The Consultants will be on hand to discuss topics of interest and offer advice 

where possible. 

Making connections and building good relationships is part of everyday life, but 

learning how to apply this constructively to get the best performance and 

outcomes as a Company Director is now something I can see on my horizon. 

Having the opportunity to share knowledge and ideas with so many people from 

so many areas in the sugar industry is invaluable. The Next Gen Leadership 

Program has shown me that. I encourage you to take the opportunities that come 

your way, it might just be the best thing you do.  

Listen to Michael Cavanagh’s Rural Hour report by clicking here and find out more 

about the Next Gen Program.  Next Generation is committed to providing cutting 

edge information to farmers via a number of communication mediums.  Follow 

Next Gen on Facebook or twitter or talk to QSL Industry Relationship Manager’s 

Carla Keith 0409 372 305 or Cathy Kelly 0409 285 074 or contact Next Gen’s 

Amanda Sheppard on 0429 459 497 or nextgenfarmers@gmail.com. 

www.nextgenfarmer.com 

http://www.futurefarmers.com.au/
http://www.futurefarmers.com.au/
http://www.seek.com.au/job/26863827
http://www.abc.net.au/rural/qld/content/2012/10/s3612633.htm
http://www.facebook.com/canefarmers.australian?fref=ts
https://twitter.com/nextgenfarmer
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Canegrowers Burdekin has requested CANEGROWERS 

Qld call on the Queensland Government to ensure all the 

resultant savings from the recently repealed Carbon Tax will 

reach irrigators. 

Warren Males, CANEGROWERS Head of Economics  will 

take the matter up with Benn Barr the Deputy General 

Manager of the Department of Energy and Water Supply at 

a meeting set for next week, together with a letter being sent 

to Minister McArdle.  

The Queensland Government has the power to direct Ergon 

to pass on the full savings to Queensland farmers and 

irrigators.   As things stand  those irrigators currently 

accessing Ergon’s so-called transitional tariffs, will not see 

the full benefit of the carbon tax repeal unless the 

Queensland Government overturns the Queensland 

Competition Authority’s (QCA) Pricing Determination. 

Growers may recall that in May, the QCA released two sets 

of prices for each tariff - one if the carbon tax remained, and 

another one if it was repealed. For most tariffs, the full effect 

of the tax was to be removed, but for transitional tariffs such 

as 62, 65 and 66 there was only partial removal.    

What it means is that unless the Queensland Government 

overturns the QCA’s determination, only about half the 

savings from the repeal will be passed onto these irrigators 

and farmers. 

For example, before the repeal tariff 62 irrigators had been 

facing an increase this financial year of 15% if the Carbon 

Tax remained. With the Carbon Tax gone, QCA has 

determined a 10% increase, but full pass-through of the 

saving would see the increase closer to 5%. In simple terms, 

the QCA has short-changed growers by an additional 5%. 

QCA claims that, by putting a floor of 10% on the increase, it 

will mean the transitional tariffs will become ‘cost reflective’ 

quicker. While there is some truth in this argument, it is also 

undeniable that when the tax came in electricity prices 

increased the full amount to cover it. With the Carbon Tax 

now removed, the full amount should go. 

One of the major factors in the protracted negotiations in the 

Senate was ensuring that electricity companies passed on 

the full savings to users, and therefore it is beholden of the 

Queensland government to ensure this occurs. 

Electricity update 

Home Hill grower Ian Shepherdson checking his meter 

Succession planning: 

the good, the bad and 

the ugly 

ABC Rural have reported on various families experiences with 

succession planning.  Three families share their experience of 

what worked and what failed when handing the farm to the next 

generation.  Click here for the story and radio interviews. 

 

All growers and their guests are 

invited to attend  

A GROWER INFORMATION 

SESSION  

Wednesday 13 August 

CANEGROWERS Hall 

Home Hill 

1pm - 3pm 

Guest Speakers: 

Ken Mackney, Inkerman Mill Manager 

Neil Fisher, SRA CEO 

RSVP by Monday 11 August to Tiffany on  4790 3600 or 

bdk@canegrowers.com.au  

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-07-18/handing-over-the-farm-to-the-next-generation/5602678
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Harvest Management Meeting Update 
The Harvest Management Update meeting was held on Tuesday 22nd July at Pioneer Mill.   

Safety as always was an important topic.   

An overview of the new online siding indication process was provided.  Season to date 250 people have been inducted.  Wilmar 

will be conducting audits to ensure all workers accessing sidings have completed the siding induction. Of concern, there has been 

3 reported incidents of bins being dropped while the loco was shunting and one instance of the brake van colliding with empties 

while the Haulout was in the siding.  There has also been a report of a Haulout driver riding on bins – further action may be 

needed to discourage this dangerous practice.  There was also an incident at the Airdale crossing and it was very lucky that there 

were no injuries and that the crossing infrastructure was not damaged. 

Mill performance 

A season- best total of 406k tonnes was crushed for the week  ending 19 July (week 7) with Invicta crushing 152k, Pioneer 86k, 

Kalamia 77k and Inkerman 91k.  Over all the mills are only 6,000 tonnes behind the original budget.   Equity remains at 6.3m 

tonnes represented by Invicta 2.4m tonnes, Pioneer 1.3m tonnes, Kalamia 1.2m tonnes and Inkerman 1.4m tonnes.   If the Mills 

maintain their weekly crush rates of  a 384k (Invicta 145k tonnes, Pioneer 82k tonnes, Kalamia 74k tonnes and Inkerman 84k 

tonnes) the crush finish dates will be Invicta and Pioneer 10 November, Kalamia 12 November and Inkerman 15 

November ...note this does not allow for wet weather.   The above  figures allow for some transfer of cane and bins between the 

north bank mills. 

Cane Quality   

CCS for the week ending 19 July totalled 14.25 compared to season to date of 13.67.  As at 21st July Ash levels were 2.2, Dirt 

was 3.5, pH was 5.4 and Purity was at the 5th highest level season to date at 87.13. 

The next Harvest Management Meeting will be held mid-August.  Growers are invite to contact Wayne to advise of any topics 

they would like discussed at these meetings.  

  
Airdale siding incident 
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Damage from Cyclone Ita much worse than 
expected 

Three months after Cyclone Ita passed through the Burdekin the true 

damage is being realised. 

Canegrowers Burdekin Director and Giru farmer Steve Pilla advised 

he was surprised at the extent of the damage now that impacted 

paddocks have been harvested. Steve advised that for one paddock 

of Q183 prior to the cyclone he had expected the paddock to return 

around 115 tonnes per hectare.  After the cyclone the paddock was 

estimated at 93 tonnes per hectare but after harvesting the paddock 

only produced 80 tonnes per hectare.. An estimated reduction in value 

of $1,225 per hectare just based on the reduced tonnage at $35 per 

tonne.  In addition, the CCS was down to 12.4 whilst the mill average 

was 14 units.  Steve’s observation was that 60% of the paddock had 

suffered damage from the cyclone.  

A random sample indicated that in a 1 metre section which 

contained 13 sticks of cane,  8 of these were broken and dried 

out.  

Cyclone Ita nearing landfall on 11 April 

Cyclone Ita Information 

Formed 1 April 2014 

Dissipated 17 April 2014 

Highest winds 

10-minute sustained: 215 km/h (130 mph) 
1-minute sustained: 250 km/h (155 mph) 
Gusts: 300 km/h (185 mph) 

Lowest pressure 
930 mbar (hPa); 27.46 inHg 

Fatalities 22 total 

Estimate Damage $1 billion 

Areas affected 

Solomon Islands, Papua New Guinea, 
Queensland, New Zealand 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tropical_cyclone_scales#Wind_speed_conversions
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tropical_cyclone_scales#Wind_speed_conversions
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bar_(unit)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pascal_(unit)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inch_of_mercury
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solomon_Islands
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Papua_New_Guinea
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Queensland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Zealand
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Is it time for a 
clean-up around 
your farm? 

Local Greenacres cane farmers  Peter and 

Dimitrios Papadimitriou,  owners of AMDETT,  are 

plastic recycling specialists.   They  offer a 

recycling service for all recyclable plastic 

materials including chemical drums, fertiliser 

bags, old fluming and poly pipe.   

Peter advises that if farmers have large quantities 

of used fluming (say over 3 tonnes) he may be 

able to arrange to pick it up directly from the 

farm.  Peter also suggests that farmers with 

smaller quantities could throw used chemical 

containers and other used plastics into a one use 

fertiliser bag and drop it off at their Greenacres 

site (next door to the United Service Station).    

This FREE service is well timed given the 

move  to one use fertiliser bags.  Canegrowers 

Burdekin  estimates that over 40,000 tonnes of 

fertiliser is used in the Burdekin just by the cane 

industry each year meaning that as time goes on 

there will be more than 40,000 pa of the one use 

fertiliser bags that need to be disposed of.     

For more information contact  Peter 0408 702 123 

or Dimitrios 0407 690 698 

Peter Papadimitriou 

CANEGROWERS Insurance 
working for you 
Canegrowers Burdekin made the decision in 2012 to introduce insurance 

brokering to provide cane farmers with access to an improved insurance 

service whilst at the same time doing everything in our power to ensure 

members receive value for money for their insurance.   

Well known local, Martine Bengoa is our Regional Insurance Manager.  

Martine’s family are cane farmers and she has been working with 

CANEGROWERS since 1999, giving her vast industry and local 

knowledge. 

If a review of your insurance policy finds that you are better to stay with 

your current arrangements Martine will recommend this to you.   

Martine’s main aim is to bring down the cost of your insurances by: 

 Providing advice on how to make the most of your insurance budget 

 Looking at the way your policy is structured (particularly relevant for 

farm) 

 Obtaining quotes with other insurance companies where possible 

 Offering excess options to suit your situation 

 Helping to identify what needs to be insured and what risks can be 

managed in other ways. 

We encourage all members to talk to Martine before paying your insurance 

renewal to ensure you are getting the best possible deal on your insurance. 

So as soon as you get your insurance renewal, ring CANEGROWERS 

Insurance Services on 4790 3605 and make an appointment for Martine to 

come out and see you.  

If you prefer you can call in – just bring in your latest renewal.  Try to give 

Martine plenty of time to do the “shopping around” for you so she can then 

present a solution that will hopefully reduce your overall insurance costs for 

the coming year and the years ahead. 
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Chemicals of Security Concern 

Chemical security is a key part of Australia's national security strategy. All levels of government in Australia 

are working together to keep our nation safe from terrorism. Terrorism poses a real, present and continually 

evolving threat to Australia. Australia maintains a National Counter-Terrorism Plan which outlines the counter

-terrorism responsibilities of Australian Government as well as state and territory governments. 

In October 2008, the Council of Australian Governments (COAG), signed an Intergovernmental agreement 

titled 'An Agreement on Australia's National Arrangements for the Management of Security Risks Associated with Chemicals'.   

The agreement sets out the national Chemical Security Management Framework. It also outlines the roles and responsibilities of 

the Australian governments in developing and implementing appropriate and nationally consistent actions for chemical security. 

One challenge for the Australian Government is to improve the security of chemicals that can be used to make homemade bombs 

while making sure they are still available for legitimate use by industry and the community. If you work with chemicals you have an 

important role to play in keeping Australia safe. Some of the products you regularly use could contain chemicals of security 

concern. Chemicals of security concern are chemicals that are at risk of being used by terrorists to make bombs or toxic weapons.  

The Australian government is asking members of the community, government agencies, local councils and any businesses 

involved in import, processing, logistics or use of chemicals to complete an online survey to provide feedback and help improve 

how Australian governments deal with chemical security risks. The survey closes on 8 August 2014.  

How do I know if I am using chemicals of security concern? 

The full list of 96 chemicals of security concern can be found on the chemicals of security concern page. You are encouraged to 

check the labels on your products to see if they contain any of these chemicals. The main chemical of security concern used in 

sugar cane industry is ‘Paraquat’.  

As a farming business in the sugar industry, you can also visit the Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority 

website for more details about the products you use. The website contains a Public Chemical Registration Information System 

(PUBCRIS) that you can use to check whether the active ingredients in your products are chemicals of security concern.  

I am using chemicals of security concern, what should I do? 

If you use, sell, transport or store chemicals of security concern, you should be vigilant about protecting the security of your 

chemicals. For helpful tips on how to assess your security risk and the steps you can take to reduce this risk, visit the National 

Code of Practice page. 

Aside from implementing strong security measures for your business, you should also be mindful of any suspicious behaviour 

involving your chemicals.  

Suspicious or unusual behaviour could include: 

 someone storing large quantities of chemicals with no legitimate purpose (eg stockpiling pool chemicals, but not having a 

pool) 

 a household garbage bin full of unexplainable empty chemical bottles 

 abnormal chemical odours 

 irregular storage or dumping of chemical containers 

 unusual access or use of storage facilities at odd times of the day or night without a legitimate reason.  

 someone asking questions about your security or taking photos of your premises 

 someone asking unusual questions about the chemicals held on site 

 stolen or missing chemicals, including discrepancies with stock deliveries. 

Trust your intuition. If it doesn't feel right, call the National Security Hotline and report your concerns. The information you pass on 

could be the critical piece needed to complete a bigger picture. 

How do I report suspicious behaviour? 

Information from calls to the National Security Hotline, made by people from a variety of sectors, has contributed to counter-

terrorism investigations in Australia. This includes calls from people within the education, agriculture and construction sectors. 

You can help to keep Australia safe by remembering that common chemicals can pose a national security risk. Be alert and if you 

see something suspicious, report it to the National Security Hotline. You can also help by using, storing and handling chemicals, 

even those contained in everyday household items, in a responsible way. 

You can report anything that seems suspicious or unusual to the National Security Hotline on 1800 1234 00 or 

hotline@nationalsecurity.gov.au. 

Every piece of information helps, and you can remain anonymous. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/chemicalsecurity
http://www.chemicalsecurity.gov.au/WhatsTheThreat/ChemicalsofSecurityConcern/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.apvma.gov.au/
https://portal.apvma.gov.au/pubcris
https://portal.apvma.gov.au/pubcris
http://www.chemicalsecurity.gov.au/Governments/DevelopingaNationalCodeofPractice/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.chemicalsecurity.gov.au/Governments/DevelopingaNationalCodeofPractice/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.nationalsecurity.gov.au/WhatAustraliaisdoing/Pages/TheNationalSecurityHotline.aspx
http://www.nationalsecurity.gov.au/WhatAustraliaisdoing/Pages/TheNationalSecurityHotline.aspx
mailto:hotline@nationalsecurity.gov.au
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CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the fight 
on all issues affecting cane farmers  

For the week ending 23 July 2014 

Electricity 
 The federal parliament removed the carbon tax and the Queensland Government announced that it would remove the impact 

of the carbon tax from electricity prices: 

 For irrigators this means the electricity price hike will be 10%, down from the previously announced 15% 

 In welcoming this news CANEGROWERS has said it will be looking closely at all input prices to ensure the impact of the 

removal of the carbon tax is passed on.  

Water – LMA 
 After 54 weeks, stage 2 of the LMA process has come to a conclusion with all eight irrigation schemes submitting their final 

proposals to the LMA Independent Chair.  

 The proposals have also been presented to the Queensland Treasury Corporation. 

 The LMA project team’s role is now to provide analysis on those proposals for government to consider. 

 For most there is a clear intent for separation of the scheme from SunWater subject to certain conditions being met in each of 

the schemes, and in most schemes strong local support for change. 

 An important element of the decision to proceed with separation will be the need for each scheme to present a viable 

business and to effectively transfer risk and cap government’s liability in relation to future subsidies. The size of the 

separation payment will be a key consideration. 

 CANEGROWERS will work with stage 3 of the project. 

Smartcane BMP 
 CANEGROWERS met with the Department of Agriculture Forestry and Fisheries to discuss Paddock to Reef reporting. 

 CANEGROWERS met with Terrain NRM to discuss the Reef Trust reverse auction tender. 

Reef 
 CANEGROWERS sponsored a soil health field day organised by Simon Mattsson in Mackay on 16 July 2014.  This was 

supported by QCGO's Reef Rescue project through the Farmers Teaching Farmers program.  The field day heard 

presentations from Simon Mattsson, a Marian Cane Farmer and Nuffield Scholar who presented on his study topic   “Making 

The Most of your Soil Biology”.  Simon talked about his Nuffield experiences and his ideas on soil health.   David Hardwick, 

an Agricultural Ecologist explained how the elements and biology interact with plants.  His take home message - your soil is 

your capital asset after yourself and must be kept in reasonable condition.    Dr Graham Stirling, Biological Crop Protection, 

presented on how good and bad biology effect crop yields.  His views to restore biological health were permanent plant 

residue cover, a diverse rotation sequence, continuous input of organic matter, minimum tillage and avoidance of compaction 

through controlled traffic.   This was a successful and informative day with over 65 growers and industry people attending. 

Red witchweed 
 CANEGROWERS through Matt Kealley is part of the Red Witchweed Industry-Government Steering Committee. A 

teleconference was held on 16 July to discuss actions and outcomes from the Red Witchweed workshop held on 20 June 

2014.     The Red witchweed workshop supported unanimous agreement that eradication is feasible and the preferred way 

forward, noting that cost sharing arrangements need to be separately agreed to by both affected industries and government.  

Farm chemicals bill passes senate 
 The Agricultural and Veterinary Chemicals Legislation (Removing Re-approval and Re-registration) Amendment Bill 2013 

passed the Senate. 

 The legislation will ease the unnecessary regulatory burden imposed on Australian agriculture, by removing the requirement 

to re-register already approved safe and effective chemicals used on Australian farms. 

  This means that more chemicals will be available in the toolkit 
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DATES TO 

REMEMBER 

Qld Heritage Rally, 25-27 

July @ Ayr 

Showgrounds 

National Tree Day, 

Sunday 27 July, Juru 

Walk Plantation Park 

Landcare Meeting, 

Tuesday 5 August, 5pm 

@ John Hy Peake Room, 

Burdekin Shire Council 

Grower Information 

Meeting, Wednesday 13 

August, 1pm-3pm @ 

CANEGROWERS Hall, 

Home Hill 

Climate Forecast 

Workshop, Wednesday 

27 August, 9.45am-2pm 

@ CANEGROWERS 

Hall, Home Hill 

@BurdekinCANE 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd 

www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au 

Lower Burdekin Landcare Meeting 

Tuesday 5 August 

5.00pm 

John Hy Peake Room, Burdekin Shire Council 

Quad Bike safety  

– work safe – home safe  

A rush of blood - The Miles Paterson story 

A rush of blood tells the story of Miles Paterson's momentary lapse of attention that resulted 

in his quad bike incident.  

"It actually happened that quick that one minute I was sitting on the bike and the next 

minute I had a bike on top of me." 

Miles counts himself lucky sustaining only minor injuries. 

While they are a useful piece of equipment, quad bikes can be deadly when used 

incorrectly or in difficult terrain. They can be unstable due to their light weight and high 

centre of gravity, increasing the risk of a rollover on rough terrain, when turning or when 

driving across slopes. 

BPS welcomes Marian 
Davis to their staff 
Burdekin Productivity Services (BPS) has announced that Marian 

Davis previously of SRA has began employment with BPS as the 

Rural Water Use Efficiency Extension Officer. 

Marian’s contact details are, mobile 0428 927 079 and email mdavis@bps.net.au. 

Marian will be providing canenews with an update on the RWUE-IF program in the coming 

weeks. 

https://twitter.com/burdekincane
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Canegrowers-Burdekin-Limited/365513130247968?ref=hl
http://www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6dGpnchJr6A&feature=player_embedded
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QSL update 
By Cathy Kelly, Industry 
Relationship Manager 
Week ending 25 July  2014 

Advance rate increase approved 

The QSL board has approved an Advance rate increase to 65 

per cent for August and September 2014 payments. The board 

will next review the current indicative Advance program at its 

September 2014 meeting where it will consider the 5 per cent 

increase planned for October 2014.  

The program may change during the season depending on 

movements in the marketing plan, sugar price and currency 

movements, and timing of cash flows.  

Suppliers’ positions in relation to any pricing elections may also 

impact the timing and size of advance payments. 

QSL Grower Representative Elections 

We’re now in the final stages of the verification process for the 

results of the recent QSL Grower Representative elections.  We 

remain on track for an announcement regarding the successful 

candidates by early next month. 

QSL Market Update 
By Steven Stone, Treasurer 

as at 21 July 2014 

Pay date (Wednesday) % rate 

Initial 57.5% 

Wednesday 20 August 2014 65% 

Wednesday 22 October 2014 70% 

Wednesday 17 December 2014 75% 

Wednesday 21 January 2015 80% 

Wednesday 18 February 2015 82.5% 

Wed 18 March 2015 85% 

Wed 22 April 2015 87.5% 

Wed 20 May 2015 90% 

Wed 24 June 2015 95% 

July 2015 (date to be confirmed) 100% 

Sugar  

The sugar market bears have been firmly in control 

recently. The October contract has fallen by over 10 per 

cent since the July expiry, testing the 17 c/lb level. Selling is 

more pronounced in the front contracts. This is indicative of 

the role spreads play in addressing short-term imbalances.  

So what has been driving prices lower?  

 Latest weather forecasts suggest lower probability of 

an El Nino 

 Dry weather in Brazil has the crush returning excellent 

results. We note this may mask a probability of an early 

finish to their crush as indicated by many lowering this 

season’s forecasts 

 Thailand and India have both increased forecasts for 

the current crop 

 Chinese buying has been very inconspicuous by its 

absence. 

Dealing with the current surplus at a time where the 

weather premium is being questioned will continue to weigh 

on sugar prices. Future balances may be tighter, yet now 

appear further down the road.  

Weather may change the current sentiment. 

Notwithstanding this, it’s difficult to ignore ongoing market 

negatives in the short-term. Perhaps ethanol, which is now 

paying higher returns to March 15 is a silver lining in an 

otherwise heavy market.  

Currency 

The Australian dollar market continues in an extended 

period of low volatility. The Reserve Bank looks set to keep 

rates lower for longer as the economy struggles to find 

growth post the mining boom. Commodity prices and 

interest rates suggest the currency should be lower. 

However, a strong equity market and Australia’s AAA credit 

rating continue to provide support.  

We suggest the dollar is likely to remain trapped in recent 

ranges, yet unlikely to sustain a move above 95 cents. We 

continue to see the currency lower into 2015 to retest 

support at the 85 cent level.  

While all care is taken in the preparation of this report the reliability 

or accuracy of the information provided in the document is not 

guaranteed. QSL does not accept any responsibility to any person 

for the decisions and actions taken by that person with respect to 

any of the information contained in this report. 
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Pricing information 
2014 Season Advances & Payments 

as at 4 June 2014 

* paid 

The Advance Program is a guide only. CANEGROWERS Burdekin 

takes no responsibility for its accuracy.  It only applies to growers 

who did not forward price for 2013 (the default method).  Growers 

who have forward priced for 2013 will be paid the same percentage 

of their final expected proceeds.  For individual advance rates check 

your grower forecast on the Wilmar website.  

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices 

 $/Tonne IPS 

GROSS 

QSL Harvest Pool $420 

QSL Discretionary Pool $428 

QSL Actively Managed Pool $432 

QSL Growth Pool $433 

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool $429 

QSL US Quota Pool $575 

QSL 2014 Season Forward Pool $422 

QSL 2-season Forward Pool 2015 $445 

QSL 3-season Forward Pool 2015 $450 

QSL 3-season Forward Pool 2016 $456 

Estimated QSL 2014 Pool Prices 

As at 11 July 2014 

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices pub-

lished on the QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated regu-

larly and provides a sense of how the QSL-managed pools are performing over 

the current season.   

  
$/tonne IPS 

% estimated 

return 

Initial * $249   

21 August 14 $282   

23 October 14 $303   

18 December 14 $325   

22 January 15  80.0% 

19 February 15  82.5% 

19 March 15  85.0% 

23 April 15  87.5% 

21 May 15  90.0% 

25 June 15  95.0% 

Final Payment  100% 

  Gross $/Tonne IPS     

2014 Season $414 $394 

2015 Season $458 $438 

2016 Season $476 $456 
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Matt Linnegar takes up new role at ARLF 
The NFF this week farewells Chief Executive, friend and passionate industry AGvocate, Matt 

Linnegar, as he leaves the NFF to commence his new role as Chief Executive of the Australian Rural 

Leadership Foundation (ARLF) in Canberra next week.  

Matt has been an outstanding leader of the NFF, and has made a significant contribution to the NFF 

and, more broadly, agriculture across Australia. He has not only brought a fresh approach to farm 

representation, he has been instrumental in leading policy development and reform across the 

sector. In particular, his leadership on the Blueprint for Australian agriculture, live export, the Murray-

Darling Basin Authority, and his continued advocacy efforts to secure a stronger, sustainable sector 

has been recognised by agriculture and the wider sector.      

Matt will leave the NFF as a lifelong friend of the organisation. We express our sincere thanks to Matt 

and wish him all the best as he commences his new role at the ARLF.  

NFF welcomes carbon tax repeal 
The NFF has commended the Government for delivering on its election promise to repeal the carbon 

tax, with the Senate passing the necessary legislation on Thursday. The NFF has not supported the 

carbon tax due to the unnecessary cost impost on Australian farm businesses, agricultural input 

suppliers and food processors.  

Carbon tax flow-on costs have hit the bottom line of farm businesses, with impacts on the pricing of 

electricity, fertiliser, chemical and fuel supplies. While the tax has been abolished, farmers will 

continue to play a key role in reducing emissions. To continue to play this role, and to remain viable 

at the same time, the right policy settings must be in place.  

Further to this, the NFF will continue to work with the Government to institute effective pathways for 

agriculture to participate in the Emissions Reduction Fund. This should be accompanied by a firm 

commitment to develop and convert carbon science and methodologies into practical and feasible on

-farm action. For more, read our release here.  

AgVet Bill passes Senate 
The Senate has this week passed legislation cutting some of the red tape binding farm chemical 

registration in Australia. The legislation, Agricultural and Veterinary Chemicals Legislation 

Amendment (Removing Re-approval and Re-registration) Bill 2014, will ease the regulatory burden 

imposed on agriculture, by removing the mandatory requirement to re-register already approved safe 

and effective chemicals used on-farm.  

After months of advocacy, the NFF was pleased to see bipartisan support had been given for the 

new legislation, with specific reference to Minister for Ag Barnaby Joyce, and Shadow Minister for 

Rural Affairs Joel Fitzgibbon for their support.  

The NFF has been very clear in calling for a streamlined approach to regulation, and the new laws 

are another step towards sound public policy and the removal of unnecessary red tape holding the 

sector back. 

Australia has one of the strongest and most robust chemical regulatory systems in the world, and 

already has a chemical review program to assess any chemicals that the Australian community may 

be concerned with. The amendments announced this week will help simplify and enhance the 

existing program, not duplicate existing functions. For more, read our media release here.  

National Workforce Development Plan 
This week, the NFF submitted its National Agriculture Workforce Development Plan to the Australian 

Government. The Plan delivers on a commitment by the NFF to develop a strategy to increase the 

competitiveness of Australian agriculture by delivering on the future of labour, skill and education 

needs of the industry. Many of the challenges facing agriculture reflect broader economic and social 

trends. Coordination is required at a national level to ensure that the agricultural workforce keeps 

pace with demands on the sector to become ever more innovative, productive and competitive on a 

QFF & 
NFF 

Updates 

CANEGROWERS 

is an active 

member of 

National Farmers’ 

Federation (NFF) 

and Queensland 

Farmers 

Federation 

(QFF) , a 

partnership 

through which we 

have been able to 

concentrate and 

leverage 

influence in areas 

of importance to 

the cane 

industry.  As part 

of a range of 

services, NFF & 

QFF provides a 

range of 

information, 

including weekly 

cross-commodity 

updates.   

http://www.nff.org.au/read/4623/farmers-applaud-carbon-tax-repeal.html
http://www.nff.org.au/read/4622/farm-chemicals-bill-passes-senate-less.html
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global scale. 

The Plan recommends the establishment of a new national body to oversee and coordinate the workings of a wide-range of 

industry stakeholders and government agencies in progressing workforce development for agriculture, horticulture and 

agribusiness. In addition, the Plan seeks support for locally managed learning and business hubs to develop skills and co-ordinate 

job placements, including for out-of-area and migrant labour.  

The Plan identified the immediate priorities:  

 The collection of relevant and current data on the state of the Agriculture Labour Force, to ensure the policy settings 

underpinning agricultural workforce development are targeted to meet industry needs; 

 Expansion of the Seasonal Workers Program to cover all agricultural industries; 

 An overhaul of the ANZSCO system to accommodate relevant industry skills and qualifications 

 A new funding model which supports the delivery of training through Skill Sets. 

Over time, these measures will incrementally increase the underlying skill-base of the agriculture sector and ease labour market 

pressures, resulting in increased productivity and opportunities for innovation. The NFF calls on the Government to adopt the 

Plan. Contact NFF’s Sarah McKinnon for further information. A copy of the plan is available here.  

Senate Inquiry – National Landcare Program  
 At the end of June, the Senate Environment & Communications Committee was ask to conduct an inquiry into the history, 

effectiveness, performance and future of the National Landcare Program.  The Terms of Reference are broad, and include 

Landcare under NHT, Caring for Our Country and the new National Landcare Programme.  The TOR also reference the roles of 

the Departments of Agriculture, Environment and the regional NRM bodies.  More information about the inquiry can be found 

here. 

The NFF will be making a submission to the inquiry.  Submissions are due on the 8th August.  Any feedback should be provided 

to Jack Knowles.  

Agriculture Logistics and Infrastructure Forum, 18 August  
Supported by the Australasian Railway Association (ARA), the National Farmers’ Federation (NFF) will be hosting an 

Infrastructure and Logistics Forum, taking place on Monday 18 August, 2014 in Canberra. The forum will have a strong focus on 

the importance of cost-effective freight flow within Australia, identify options to encourage further investment, and remove the 

regulatory impediments holding the sector back. Speakers will include Deputy Prime Minister Warren Truss, ARA’s Bryan Nye 

OAM, Juturna’s Luke Fraser, Graincorp’s Angus Trigg and more.   

To cover costs, the NFF is offering members a special rate of $75 per person, and a rate of $95 per person for non-NFF 

members. The event will be held at Hotel Realm, 18 National Cct, Barton ACT. Please contact Tony Mahar for further information.  

ABARES Weekly Climate, Water and Ag Update: 
During the past few days, parts of northern, central and southern NSW have reportedly recorded their highest daily rainfall event 

this winter. Heavy rainfall was also recorded across north western and central Australia in the past week. 

Water storage levels in the Murray-Darling Basin have increased by 388GL this week and are at 61 per cent of total capacity. 

The world wheat indicator price (US No.2 hard red winter, free on board Gulf ports) averaged US$293 a tonne in the week ending 

15 July 2014, compared with US$309 in the previous week. 

The Australian grain sorghum indicator price (Sydney) was $331 a tonne in the week ending 15 July 2014. 

The QLD young cattle indicator price (330-400kg live weight C3) averaged 330 cents a kilogram in the week ending 11 July 2014. 

Young cattle prices fell in NSW to average 364 cents a kilogram and rose by around 7 per cent in Vic to average 385 cents a 

kilogram. 

The saleyard indicator price of lamb (18-22kg fat score 2-4) fell in all states in the week ending 11 July 2014, compared with the 

previous week. In particular, the price fell by around 8 per cent in SA to average 534 cents a kilogram. 

For the full report, see here.  

mailto:smckinnon@nff.org.au
http://www.nff.org.au/get/submissions/4624.pdf
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Environment_and_Communications/landcare/Terms_of_Reference
mailto:jknowles@nff.org.au
mailto:tmahar@nff.org.au
https://www.simpledslronline.com/dslr-training-course/part-2/module-7/module-7-1/
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International journalists get a taste for Queensland agriculture  
JOURNALISTS from around the world visited Queensland last week as part of the build-up to the G20 summit in Brisbane this 

November. The journalists were from seven different countries as part of a tour organised by the Department of Foreign Affairs 

and Trade and Trade and Investment Queensland, and they saw a range of innovative sectors of the Queensland economy on the 

trip. As part of the visit, QFF played a lead role in ensuring that the delegation received a taste of Queensland’s world-leading 

agricultural industries by helping to host the group at milk processing company Lion’s Crestmead factory. The facility is one of 

southeast Queensland’s modern milk processing plants, moving raw milk through homogenisation and pasteurisation to filling, 

packaging and despatch logistics. QFF is continuing to work with a range of partners to ensure that the build-up to the G20 is 

used to promote the Queensland economy, especially agriculture. 

BEWARE UNNECESSARY VERIFICATION OF COMPETENCIES 
QFF understands that there are a number of training companies door-to-door knocking at Queensland farms offering Verification 

of Competency (VOC) training for Queensland farmers and workers. QFF advises that in many cases, obtaining such a VOC may 

be unnecessary. Concerned individuals should contact their industry organisation or QFF on 3837 4747 for more information. 

BUDGET ESTIMATES NEW FORMAT LACKS DEPTH OF 

SCRUTINY 
THE State Government’s Budget Estimates hearings were held last week in Brisbane, available via transcript and video here. 

Budget Estimates have occurred under a new trial format this year, where the total number of days of questioning has been 

reduced from seven to two, but with individual Ministers facing questions for much longer. Ministers also face questions 

concurrently across the seven committees, although the fact that all of these committees sit at once places a strain on the 

Opposition and independents. It raises questions over the Opposition’s ability to adequately scrutinise the Government, with the 

Opposition having only eight Members of Parliament (now nine after the Stafford bi-election at the weekend), compared to seven 

committees. The result is a very thin spread of their resources. Similarly, the ability of the media to cover so many concurrent 

issues – and accommodate these issues into their bulletins or newspaper pages – has been stretched significantly. It is 

unfortunately the case that this also means that media reports from the hearings from the Agriculture, Resources and 

Environment Committee hearing have been relatively few, given this hearing is typically eclipsed by higher-profile committees. 

QFF accepts that full transcripts and video of the hearings are available, but we also note our concern with the new system given 

that industry groups are reliant on proper scrutiny from the Opposition and adequate media reporting to help inform policy 

development and analysis. In the absence of a bicameral Parliament, Queensland’s Estimates hearings are an important check 

and balance on the Parliament. All of the above should be considered by the government in its assessment of the trial. 

CARBON TAX FINALLY SHELVED 
THE QFF welcomes the passage of the carbon tax repeal legislation through the Parliament, following years of debate and policy 

confusion. The repeal is hoped to provide relief for a number of farm input costs that were influenced by the tax (or would have 

been over time), including electricity, fuel, fertilizer, freight, among others. Farm value chains also stood be negatively impacted. 

While individual farm businesses were exempt from the tax itself, modelling by the Australian Farm Institute had highlighted the 

high exposure of the Australian farm sector to the carbon tax due to the increase in input costs. The AFI had modelled that there 

could be an 8-13 percent reduction in farm economic output arising solely from the indirect impacts of a carbon price. QFF 

welcomes this decision and looks forward to seeing the savings from the tax passed on to farmers – and in particular for electricity 

costs. A Radio National report on the abolition of the tax featuring former QFF president Gary Sansom is available here. 

The State Government has indicated that most farm electricity tariffs will increase by about 10 percent for this financial year 

following the abolition of the carbon tax, compared to the forecast 15pc plus that had originally been determined by the 

Queensland Competition Authority. This 10pc increase for farm transitional tariffs still remains a greater increase than most other 

conventional tariffs because the QCA has indicated the higher increase (10pc) is aimed at bringing these transitional tariffs 

towards being cost reflective. 

CANEGROWERS’ leadership has earned the respect of community, industry and government for 

its persistence and professionalism.   

 

The Burdekin’s local and regional leadership is complemented  by CANEGROWERS’ leadership at 

national and international levels. 

http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/bushtelegraph/carbon-tax-repeal/5595672


Contact Us 

HEAD OFFICE 

141 Young Street, Ayr 

Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm   

bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

Fri:  9am - 3pm                                                                                                    

4790 3600  

PROJECT 

& TRAINING 

CENTRE  

CANEGROWERS Hall,  

68 Tenth Street, Home Hill 

Office Open By Appointment  

4782 1922 

Debra Burden Regional Manager 0417 709 435 

4790 3603 

Wayne Smith Manager: Member Services 0428 834 802 

4790 3604 

Gary Halliday 

JP (Qual) 

SmartCane BMP Facilitator 0438 747 596 

Michelle Andrews 

JP (Qual) 

Manager: Finance & Admin 4790 3602 

Tiffany Giardina Payroll & Administration 4790 3601 

Martine Bengoa Regional Insurance Manager 4790 3605 

Email address:  firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au 

DIRECTORS  

Phil Marano 

Chair 

marano@bigpond.com 0404 004 371 

David Lando 

Deputy Chair 

david@landoandsons.com.au 0417 770 345 

Russell Jordan jorfar@exemail.com.au 0427 768 479 

Owen Menkens owen_menkens@hotmail.com 0409 480 179 

Steven Pilla mpbella@bigpond.com.au 0417 071 861 

Roger Piva rogerdpiva@gmail.com 0429 483 815 

Sib Torrisi sibbyt58@bigpond.com 0429 827 196 

Arthur Woods artywoods1@bigpond.com 0415 961 945 

canenews  is read by the majority of Burdekin cane 

farmers and their families in the Burdekin.  Copies 

are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS Offices, 

businesses, industry, politicians, Government 

Agencies and members of the community. 
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Disclaimer 

In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our” 

means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our 

directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter 

has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do 

our very best to present information that is correct and 

accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or 

representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or 

accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter, 

for any purposes. 

Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be 

excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss, 

damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of 

the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information 

appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole 

responsibility and risk associated with the use and results 

of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you 

agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage 

whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of, 

or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We 

recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any 

information provided in this newsletter. 

 

Do you know of any stories that should be in 

canenews? 

Contact us today with the details 

CANEGROWERS Directors have an intimate 

knowledge of local and regional needs.   

CANEGROWERS Directors are growers, just 

like you, doing demanding work for little 

monetary return.  They understand your 

needs. 


