
 

 1 

canenews 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd  Newsletter Edition 2014/25 Distributed: Friday 11 July 2014 

The peak weekly newsletter for cane farmers in the Burdekin 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Shed Meetings 

This newsletter is not to be distributed or  reproduced without the express permission of  CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd 
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2014 
estimate 
7,900,000 

Growers and their guests are invited and encouraged to 
attend one of the information shed meetings that have been 
scheduled for next week. 

The meetings will be of the usual informal style to provide 
growers an opportunity to participate, provide feedback and 
contribute to the discussions. 

A meeting schedule has been arranged to offer a range of 
hopefully convenient days, times and locations for growers to 
attend a meeting of their choice. 

See the table below for details. 

There is no need to RSVP just come along. 
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990,160 
tonnes 

DATE TIME LOCATION VENUE 

Monday 14th July 10AM Giru-Selkirk Gary Stockham 
Upper Haughton 
Road 

Monday 14th July 2PM Clare-Upper 
Haughton 

Russell Jordan 
Baudino Road 

Tuesday 15th July 2PM Millaroo-Dalbeg Will Sexton 
5120 Ayr-Dalbeg 
Road 

Wednesday 16th 
July 

10AM Pioneer Frank Scuderi 
20 Colevale Road 

Wednesday 16th 
July 

2PM Ayr CANEGROWERS 
Burdekin Office 

Thursday 17th July 10AM Inkerman Inkerman Seed 
Farm 
Klaka Road 
  

Thursday 17th July 2PM Leichhardt Brottos’ 
Stevens Road 

Friday 18th July 2PM Down River Baldottos’ 
Groper Ck Road 



 

 2 

Continues page 3 

Electricity Update 
As advised in canenews edition 16 dated 9th May (click here) although the Wilmar NO CHOICE proposal has been demanding a 

significant amount of our time and attention we, together with our colleague CANEGROWERS companies and CANEGROWERS 

Qld, continue to fight for a fair deal for electricity for all Burdekin cane farmers. 

In May Bundaberg CANEGROWERS hosted an electricity forum (click here) to demonstrate to the key decision makers the 

negative impact of the 90% increase in electricity prices over the past seven years  not just on cane farmers but on the regions 

that rely on cane farming as their key economic driver numerous. 

From this forum it was agreed to put to the key decision makers a solution to reduce all irrigation tariffs by 33%.  This solution was 

supported by a fact Sheet (click here) that detailed how this solution would be revenue neutral for ERGON.   

In support of this solution an e-petition to the Qld Parliament was developed with the sponsorship of Stephen Bennett MP for 

Burnett.  This e-petition attracted close to 1000 signatures in a very short time frame.  The e-petition was titled Queensland 

CANEGROWERS seek 33% cut to electricity prices for all irrigators to save farm businesses and boost Qld economy.   

Stephen Bennett MP supported the e-petition with the following statement: 

Queensland citizens draw to the attention of the House the impact of 90% electricity price 

increases over seven years on Queensland's cane farmers and irrigators. Two-thirds of 

Queensland's farmers use irrigation to grow sugarcane, vegetables, cotton, nuts and other 

crops. These farmers are increasingly forced to reduce or remove irrigation due to rising 

electricity costs, which is affecting the viability of farms across Queensland while also 

impacting on Ergon's own revenue levels. Unless urgent action is taken to reduce electricity 

costs for irrigators, livelihoods and yields will be lost, making it impossible for farmers to 

contribute to the government's aim of doubling agricultural output by 2040. 

Your petitioners, therefore, request the House to implement an immediate 33% reduction to 

principal irrigation tariffs T62, T65 and T66. We believe this action would be revenue-

neutral to Ergon and the Queensland Government. The impact would be that irrigators use 

more power, grow more food, provide increased productivity and jobs, and deliver 

increased economic benefits to Queensland. Ongoing electricity prices at current or 

increased prices will mean irrigators of all crops across Queensland will continue to reduce 

or remove irrigation and their farming operations will die. 

Whilst the e-petition was open the Queensland Competition Authority (QCA) responded negatively to the CANEGROWERS 

proposed 33% reduction solution (click here).  The most worrying comments in the QCA response document include their 

comments that “Many irrigators are paying only half their actual costs of supply” and “irrigators are currently getting a $32m 

subsidy”.  The QCA came to the following conclusion  “The CANEGROWERS’ proposal would significantly increase the cost of 

providing subsidised electricity to customers on irrigation tariffs, regardless of any changes in demand.  In CANEGROWERS ‘ 

predictions of higher demand did occur, the public subsidy to irrigators would rise from $32m (2013-14) to at least $82m (2014-

15)”.    

The Energy Minister Mark McArdle subsequently rejected the e-petition and the 33% reduction solution and adopted the QCA’s 

recommended 15% increase for irrigation tariffs.   Scarily the Minister appeared to be of the view that irrigators were getting a 

better deal than others stating (click here) “The transitional irrigation tariffs are actually set below the cheaper cost of supplying 

electricity in South East Queensland.  These tariffs are not currently based on a specific network charge, nor do they accurately 

reflect the other generation, green-scheme and retailer costs of the electricity supply chain.  Residential and many business 

customers in regional Queensland do not receive this extra level of subsidy.  This situation is difficult to sustain and the QCA 

plans to phase out the transitional tariffs by 1 July 2020, when irrigators must move to more cost reflective tariffs. 

The Ministers comments have been received with dismay by cane farmers in the Burdekin with local cane farmer Ian Haigh 

stating:    Isn’t this the greatest run around and put off you have ever seen. The minister should be ashamed to sign such a load of 

political speak. Canegrowers should answer in the strongest terms to show the government is not interested in fixing the problem 

with real “now” solutions but is only making sure they preserve the guaranteed revenue from a company that has a guaranteed 

rate of return by legalisation. Something we are not allowed in the real world.  They just don’t get it. Continuing to hide behind the 

‘Labour government fault’ excuse is past its use by date. They are the government and can fix this. Admitting defeat was an 

incredible admission of impotence.  

Stephen Bennett MP 

http://canegrowersburdekin.files.wordpress.com/2013/08/canenews-may-9-2014.pdf
http://files.canegrowers.com.au/Burdekin/canenewslinks/Newsletter%20-%20May%202014%20electricity%20insert.pdf
http://www.canegrowers.com.au/icms_docs/185104_Electricity_factsheet_2014_Retail_Prices.pdf
http://files.canegrowers.com.au/Burdekin/canenewslinks/QCA%20response.pdf
http://files.canegrowers.com.au/Burdekin/canenewslinks/Response%20from%20Minister%20McArdle%20to%20CANEGROWERS%20e-petition%20requesting%20a%2033%25%20reduction%20for%20irrigation%20tariffs%201%20July%202014.pdf
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All growers and their guests are 

invited to attend  

A GROWER 

INFORMATION 

SESSION  

Wednesday 13 August 

CANEGROWERS Hall 

Home Hill 

1pm - 3pm 

Guest Speakers: 

Ken Mackney, Inkerman Mill Manager 

Neil Fisher, SRA CEO 

 

RSVP by Monday 11 August to Tiffany on         

4790 3600 or bdk@canegrowers.com.au  

CBL Regional Manager Debra Burden took the opportunity to 

raise the issue with Deputy Premier Jeff Seeney in Townsville 

on Wednesday. (click here)  The Deputy Premier was in the 

region to launch the Governments Framework to decentralise 

the State by developing and maximising opportunities in the 

regions.   With support from the 120 audience, Debra put to the 

Deputy Premier that unless something is done now about the 

Governments current pricing directions for electricity there will 

not be any industries left to support this long term growth plan.  

Debra made particular reference to the cane industry and 

explained the concept of the “death spiral”  ...being that as the 

price of electricity increases...less electricity is used...with the 

result that the fixed costs have a lower base to be spread 

across resulting in further price increases ...resulting in 

consumers again reducing their use of electricity and so on and 

so on .... into a death spiral. 

Canegrowers Burdekin refuses to give up and together with 

other CANEGROWERS companies is making a contribution to 

a “fighting fund” to engage external electricity consultant Bruce 

Mountain from Carbon Market Economics, to pull together a 

comprehensive report that can be used to respond to the 

QCA’s price determination.  It is generally felt that it was the 

report (click here) developed by this company that resulted in 

the Government rejecting the QCA price increase 

recommendations for the 2013-14 year which subsequently 

saved all irrigators a further 10% increase on their electricity 

accounts for the last financial year.  This previous report was 

paid for solely by CANEGROWERS but the benefit was 

enjoyed by all cane farmers.  This time around the non- 

CANEGROWERS collectives in the Burdekin have also 

been approached to contribute to this fighting fund. 

We will keep you informed as more information comes to hand 

and we will, as always, continue to fight to endeavour to obtain 

a fair deal for cane farmers in the Burdekin. 

Get rid of used fluming for FREE 
Now is the time to clean up the used fluming around your 

farm. 

Until the 20th July you have two options on how to 

dispose of it for FREE. 

Local recycling company AMDETT, owned and managed 

by Giru farmers Dimitrios & Peter Papadimitriou will 

recycle all your recyclable farm materials for free (see 

advertisement). 

And until the 20th July, Brisbane based company RDT will 

have an onsite baler at the Home Hill waste transfer station 

on Bojack road where you can drop off your used fluming 

between 10am—5pm for disposal. 

Electricity Update 
continued 

https://canegrowersburdekin.files.wordpress.com/2014/07/tsv-bull-10-07-14.png
http://files.canegrowers.com.au/Burdekin/canenewslinks/Full%20Report%20from%20CME%20Rising%20Electricity%20Prices%20in%20Qld%20May%202013.pdf
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Queensland Government’s plan to super charge 
Regional Queensland 
Minister for State Development, Infrastructure and Planning 

and Deputy Premier Jeff Seeney was in Townsville on 

Wednesday morning to launch the RegionsQ Framework (click 

here).  This framework draws on the Governments action plan 

for Governing 4 Growth Economic Strategy (click here) that 

identifies the priorities set out in the Governments long term 

vision in The Queensland Plan. 

The key points from Minister Seeney’s address being: 

 Goal is to develop Queensland regions and maximise 

opportunities 

 The focus is on economic growth and jobs 

 The Government knows regional Queensland is the 

economic powerhouse and the goal is to grow and super 

charge the Queensland regional economies 

 The Royalties for the Regions program (Click here for Fact 

Sheet) goal was to return some of the royalties to Regions 

from Day 1 of the Government’s appointment and the longer term goal is to increase the percentage over time.  This program 

has already funded $306m to 98 regional programs and there is another $200m yet to be allocated.   Of the $306m around 

$400k was allocated to the Burdekin  for drainage programs 

 The Government’s goal is to increase the population of Queensland with the target to have a 50:50 split between SEQ and 

regions.  Looking at doing this with a collaborative approach between Government, Local Councils and the Community 

The six priority action areas from RegionsQ Framework are: 

 Planning for development in regional Queensland 

 Infrastructure services for regional growth 

 Making it easier to do business in regional Queensland 

 Growing regions: capitalising on economic drivers 

 Attracting and retaining people in regional Queensland 

 Communicating and promoting the regions’ potential 

Of interest the Burdekin Catchment Development was highlighted as one of the nine “Projects of Regional Significance”.  The 

details are few at this stage but it appears this project is focused on the opportunity to identify options for agricultural development 

in the Burdekin catchment.  Mention is made of looking at more efficient and cost effective water and energy supply for future 

development and working with investors to fast track approvals for new and expanded projects. 

Regional Manager, Debra Burden, has accepted an invitation from the Department of State Development, Infrastructure and 

Planning to attend a forum that will provide further information about the RegionsQ framework and that will seek feedback on the 

RegionsQ priorities and how regional Queenslanders can contribute.  This forum is being held at the end of July in Townsville. 

Wayne Smith, Debra Burden & Peter Lyndsay at the RegionsQ 
Framework Launch 

http://files.canegrowers.com.au/Burdekin/canenewslinks/RegionsQ%20Framework%20%20launched%20July%202014.pdf
http://files.canegrowers.com.au/Burdekin/canenewslinks/RegionsQ%20Framework%20%20launched%20July%202014.pdf
http://files.canegrowers.com.au/Burdekin/canenewslinks/Governing%204%20Growth%20%20Economic%20Strategy%20and%20Action%20Plan.pdf
http://files.canegrowers.com.au/Burdekin/canenewslinks/Royalties%204%20the%20Regions%20Fact%20Sheet.pdf
http://files.canegrowers.com.au/Burdekin/canenewslinks/Royalties%204%20the%20Regions%20Fact%20Sheet.pdf
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CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the fight 
on all issues affecting cane farmers  

For the week ending 7 July 2014 

Biosecurity 
 The Sugarcane Biosecurity Working Group met with Biosecurity Queensland to discuss the Biosecurity Act and regulations 

that are in the process of being drafted.  

 The meeting was told that there are 13 pieces of subordinate legislation (mostly Regulations) that sit under the Acts that wi ll 

be repealed when the new Biosecurity Act commences.  All of this subordinate legislation must be reviewed and, if required, 

new regulations developed and implemented before the new Act commences.  Discussion focused on Pest Quarantine 

Areas, General Biosecurity Obligations and what should be regulated and moved into an industry Code of Practice. 

 Discussion also noted the preliminary outcomes of the Pest Risk analysis (PRA) process and acknowledged that six pests of 

sugarcane were considered through this process including Fiji leaf gall disease, Island sugarcane planthopper, Sugarcane 

mosaic disease, Sugarcane stem borer (Chilo species), Sugarcane striate mosaic virus and Sugarcane leaf scald. 

Smartcane BMP 
 CANEGROWERS met with Bonsucro representatives to discuss their grower accreditation program currently being trialled by 

Sunshine Sugar Mill. 

  CANEGROWERS hosted the monthly Smartcane BMP facilitator teleconference. 

 CANEGROWERS met Morgan Rural Tech consultancy to discuss the development of the Smartcane phone application for 

record keeping. 

Become a 
member of 
Landcare 
Membership is now open for the 

2014-2015 financial year for the 

Lower Burdekin Landcare 

Association. 

Membership fees are $20 for 

families, $10 for adult members and 

$20 for corporate 

memberships.  Each membership is 

entitled to 5 free trees and we are 

also able to embroider member 

supplied shirts with the Lower 

Burdekin Landcare logo. 

Click here for a membership 

application. 

http://files.canegrowers.com.au/Burdekin/canenewslinks/Landcare%202014-15%20Membership%20Application.pdf
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DATES TO 

REMEMBER 

CBL Shed Meetings, see 

front page of canenews 

Qld Heritage Rally, 25-27 

July @ Ayr 

Showgrounds 

National Tree Day, 

Sunday 27 July, Juru 

Walk Plantation Park 

Landcare Meeting, 

Tuesday 5 August, 5pm 

@ John Hy Peake Room, 

Burdeki Shire Council 

Grower Information 

Meeting, Wednesday 13 

August, 1pm-3pm @ 

CANEGROWERS Halll, 

Home Hill 

@BurdekinCANE 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd 

www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au 

The CANEGROWERS 
Burdekin App is available by 

scanning the above QR 
code 

SC
A

N
 H

ER
E 

https://twitter.com/burdekincane
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Canegrowers-Burdekin-Limited/365513130247968?ref=hl
http://www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au
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QSL update 
By Cathy Kelly, Industry Relationship Manager 

Week ending 11 July  2014 

QSL Grower Representative Election Update 

The verification process is continuing for our QSL Grower Representative Member elections, with over 400 votes cast in the 

ballots held in Proserpine, the Burdekin, South Johnstone and Mossman.  The votes are now being authenticated before being 

tallied and audited by an external scrutineer, as per the process set out in QSL's constitution.   

As these roles have responsibilities, it’s important that we independently verify that all votes received have been lodged by 

eligible growers, and that the results are true and correct before we announce the successful candidates. Given the large number 

of votes received, we hope to complete this process by late July or early August, so that our Grower Representative Members 

can commence their three-year terms prior to the QSL annual general meeting on 20 October. 

QSL has a total of 23 Grower Representative Members, including two members appointed by sugar industry groups 

CANEGROWERS and ACFA. Each representative serves as an invaluable link between QSL and its growers, helping to provide 

direct feedback from growers in their milling region while also sharing important QSL information at a grassroots level. They also 

have voting rights on key matters of importance at QSL general meetings, including the Annual General Meeting. 

QSL sincerely thanks all those who participated in the election process, either as a candidate or voter. One of the great strengths 

of QSL is our strong links to the growers we represent, and these elections and the Grower Representative Member roles 

themselves are examples of this in action. We remain committed to working with local farming communities to ensure that QSL is 

not only responsive to their needs, but continues to deliver unparalleled value and highest level of service for the Queensland 

sugar industry moving forward. 

QSL Pool Prices  

The final 2013 QSL Pool Prices will be announced after the QSL Board meeting next Monday, with payments scheduled to be 

made to our milling suppliers on 16 July.  

QSL Market Update 
By Ginette Barrett, Liquidity Manager 

as at 8 July 2014 

Sugar  

The JUL14 contract had a dramatic end, with it initially running up 100 points to try and break through the 18 c/lb level only to turn 
around and expire a few days later at 16.62 c/lb. This resulted in a 139-point discount to the OCT14 contract. 

The JUL14 expiry itself was a non-event, as expected, with only 761 contracts delivered. The sugar market continued to erode 
after expiry. The OCT14 contract, now the prompt, closed the week 51 points lower at 17.78 c/lb.  

The market continues to trade in the narrow ranges as the bears’ attention is on the world sugar surplus while the bulls’ focus is 
on the steady decline in production as prices fall. The weather remains the unknown spanner in the works. 

Market fundamentals remain unchanged. UNICA updates show production in Brazil is well behind on last year and the El Nino 
still looms as a potential event later in the year. 

Currency 

The Australian dollar continues to find support around the 94 US cent level after US data fails to support the US dollar and 
therefore hinders their recovery.  

The Reserve Bank of Australia (RBA) met on the 1 July and held rates at 2.5 per cent. The commentary from the meeting saw the 
Aussie dollar race above 95 US cents for the first time this year. Thankfully for Australian exporters, the 95 US cents was short-
lived with that local trade balance weighing on the market and Governor Stevens from the RBA talking down the currency. It is 
now trading at the mid-93 US cent level. 

QSL’s view is positive for the industry, with tighter sugar balances coming. We expect higher prices for next season. The delayed 
recovery for the US economy, however, will continue to support the Australian dollar.  
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Pricing information 
2013 Season Advances & Payments 

as at 6 June 2014 

 

* paid 

The Advance Program is a guide only. CANEGROWERS Burdekin takes 

no responsibility for its accuracy.  It only applies to growers who did not 

forward price for 2013 (the default method).  Growers who have forward 

priced for 2013 will be paid the same percentage of their final expected 

proceeds.  For individual advance rates check your grower forecast on the 

Wilmar website.  

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices 

as at 11 July 2014 

 

 

Estimated QSL 2013 Pool Prices 

As at 20 June 2014 

  
$/tonne IPS 

% estimated 

return 

Initial * $219   

22 August 13* $235   

26 September 13* $256   

24 October 13* $262   

21 November 13* $275   

19 December 13* $284   

23 January 14* $305 77.5% 

20 February 14* $317 82.5% 

20 March 14* $332 85.0% 

24 April 14* $341 87.5% 

22 May 14* $349 90.0% 

19 June 14* $369 95.0% 

17 July 14 $389 100% 

  Gross $/Tonne IPS     

Net 

2014 Season $422 $402 

2015 Season $464 $444 

2016 Season $483 $463 

 $/Tonne IPS 

GROSS 

QSL Harvest Pool $391 

QSL Discretionary Pool $398 

QSL Actively Managed Pool $410 

QSL Growth Pool $425 

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool $393 

QSL US Quota Pool $484 net 

QSL 2013 Season Forward Pool $433 

 $/Tonne IPS 

GROSS 

QSL Harvest Pool $420 

QSL Discretionary Pool $430 

QSL Actively Managed Pool $429 

QSL Growth Pool $431 

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool $432 

QSL US Quota Pool $574 

QSL 2014 Season Forward Pool $421 

QSL 2-season Forward Pool 2015 $437 

QSL 3-season Forward Pool 2015 $447 

QSL 3-season Forward Pool 2016 $445 

Estimated QSL 2014 Pool Prices 

As at 20 June 2014 

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices published on 

the QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated regularly and provides a 

sense of how the QSL-managed pools are performing over the current season.   

  
$/tonne IPS 

% estimated 

return 

Initial * $249   

21 August 14 $282   

23 October 14 $303   

18 December 14 $325   

22 January 15  80.0% 

19 February 15  82.5% 

19 March 15  85.0% 

23 April 15  87.5% 

21 May 15  90.0% 

25 June 15  95.0% 

Final Payment  100% 

2014 Season Advances & Payments 
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Send through your free 

job listings to 

bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

Work Wanted 

 HC Licence 

 Forklift licence 

 Experience in truck, tractor & forklift  

 Ph: 0459 908 806 

Farm Work Wanted 

 Ph: 0403 177 085 

Farm Work Wanted 

 Ph: 0455 736 845 
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QFF SUBMISSION TO NRAC FARM FINANCIAL 
COUNSELLING REVIEW  
QFF and our members are finalising a written submission to the National Rural Advisory Council 

(NRAC) review of the Rural Financial Counselling Service (RFCS) requested by Agriculture Minister, 

Barnaby Joyce. QFF has previously advised that independent third party advice is critical to sound 

farm planning and financing and the operation of the voluntary rural lending code, the Queensland 

Farm Finance Strategy. The successful operation of this Strategy requires publicly funded counsellors 

to fill the many gaps where commercial service providers don’t operate or lack farm lending 

experience. 

QFF has identified four critical recommendations to improve the service’s delivery into the future as 

follows; 

 The free rural financial counselling service remains a critical ingredient for the success of 

Australian farming and regional small businesses and therefore needs to be integrated into a 

national program package, such as the drought reform measures that include intergovernmental 

agreements, as recommended by the Productivity Commission (2009) and the WA Drought Pilot 

Review Panel (2011). 

 The WA Drought Pilot Study tested seven programs over two years and these should form the 

cornerstone of government support programs for farmers and small businesses to prepare for 

and cope with financial hardships that occur from time to time in regional economies. 

 The rural financial counselling service has been a 28-year-work-in-progress with continuous 

service adjustments being guided by client experiences and changes in market conditions and 

government responses, with the emphasis now on proactive planning, preparedness and risk 

management. Standardising data on farm finances and debt management and providing a 

national set of protocols for farm debt mediation will assist the service deliver more efficient and 

flexible service. 

 Queensland has been under supplied since September 2012 and this gap needs to be rectified 

urgently as both geographic gaps and situational spikes in demand greatly pressure remaining 

government and commercial service providers. QFF notes that droughts, natural disasters and 

changes to government programs always create new needs for farmers and having a one-stop-

shop for one-on-one examination of options greatly assists with the business of farming. 

JULY 1 HERALDS DROUGHT SUPPORT 
CHANGES 
A NUMBER of changes to drought assistance measures have kicked in on July 1, detailed in full on 

the Department of Agriculture website. These changes include improvements to the Farm 

Management Deposits scheme and the official start of the Farm Household Allowance. This payment 

provides support for farmers whether or not the hardship was the result of drought. 

Under changes announced in February as part of the national drought package, the new Farm 

Household Allowance contains more flexible eligibility criteria. As a result more than 1460 recipients 

are being supported, with over 1000 recipients benefitting from the more generous scheme that would 

otherwise have been ineligible under the previous Transitional Farm Family Payment. 

The Farm Household Allowance will be available to recipients for up to three years. Recipients will be 

automatically issued with a Health Care Card, have access to a range of other allowances and 

entitlements, and can access up to $3000 to pay for professional support, advice or training. Farmers 

who are currently receiving the Interim Farm Household Allowance and still require income support, 

should submit a claim for Farm Household Allowance by 14 July 2014 to avoid a break in payment. 

For information on how to claim, visit humanservices.gov.au/rural. 

QFF & 
NFF 

Updates 

CANEGROWERS 

is an active 

member of 

National Farmers’ 

Federation (NFF) 

and Queensland 

Farmers 

Federation 

(QFF) , a 

partnership 

through which we 

have been able to 

concentrate and 

leverage 

influence in areas 

of importance to 

the cane 

industry.  As part 

of a range of 

services, NFF & 

QFF provides a 

range of 

information, 

including weekly 

cross-commodity 

updates.   
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COMMONWEALTH FUNDING TO PUT AGRICULTURE INTO 
CLASSROOMS 
THE Commonwealth Government has announced $2 million in funding to ensure primary and secondary school students in the 

cities and the bush can learn more about Australia’s important agricultural sector. He program will be delivered by Agrifood Skills 

Australia and the Primary Industries Education Foundation (PIEF) and was launched last week at Charles Sturt University in 

Wagga. The program is about ensuring school children get a better understanding of our primary producers from their first days of 

primary school and beyond. It will provide school teachers with new online education tools. PIEF will use its portion of the funding 

to produce 17 units of study, from Kindergarten to Year 10, integrating primary industries into all areas of the Australian 

curriculum. The resources will be interactive, include the latest online multimedia tools and will be written by nationally and 

internationally recognised experts. Resources will include videos featuring Australian primary producers discussing technical 

aspects of production. For example, a unit of inquiry based around sustainability may feature producers discussing drip-feed 

irrigation to save water or the advantages of no-till cropping to soil health. 

QFF welcomes this funding and looks forward to seeing it delivered in schools around the country. QFF continues to be a strong 

supporter of the PIEF and its work. 

BETTER LABELLING LAWS NEEDED FOR SEAFOOD 
SEAFOOD industry groups have repeated calls for the Federal Government to make Country of Origin labelling mandatory in all 

restaurant and fish and chip shops. Currently only uncooked seafood in super markets and other retail outlets must have its 

country of origin clearly displayed. Now the fishing and aquaculture Industries want this consumer safeguard to be extended and 

be all encompassing.  They want the addition of either the word “Australian” or “Imported” included on printed menus or chalk 

boards whenever cooked fish is being offered to diners.  A Federal Parliamentary Inquiry was told today the Northern Territory 

Government implemented across the board mandatory country of origin labelling for fresh or cooked seafood six years ago. The 

Australian Prawn Farmers and the Barramundi Farmers Associations and the National Seafood Industry Association stress the 

fish buying public throughout Australia deserves no less. They called of members of a House of Representatives Inquiry into 

CoOL in Brisbane to summon up the political will to implement the change nationwide. 



Contact Us 

HEAD OFFICE 

141 Young Street, Ayr 

Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm   

bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

Fri:  9am - 3pm                                                                                                    

4790 3600  

PROJECT 

& TRAINING 

CENTRE  

CANEGROWERS Hall,  

68 Tenth Street, Home Hill 

Office Open By Appointment  

4782 1922 

Debra Burden Regional Manager 0417 709 435 

4790 3603 

Wayne Smith Manager: Member Services 0428 834 802 

4790 3604 

Gary Halliday 

JP (Qual) 

SmartCane BMP Facilitator 0438 747 596 

Michelle Andrews 

JP (Qual) 

Manager: Finance & Admin 4790 3602 

Tiffany Giardina Payroll & Administration 4790 3601 

Martine Bengoa Insurance Consultant 4790 3605 

Email address:  firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au 

DIRECTORS  

Phil Marano 

Chair 

marano@bigpond.com 0404 004 371 

David Lando 

Deputy Chair 

david@landoandsons.com.au 0417 770 345 

Russell Jordan jorfar@exemail.com.au 0427 768 479 

Owen Menkens owen_menkens@hotmail.com 0409 480 179 

Steven Pilla mpbella@bigpond.com.au 0417 071 861 

Roger Piva rogerdpiva@gmail.com 0429 483 815 

Sib Torrisi sibbyt58@bigpond.com 0429 827 196 

Arthur Woods artywoods1@bigpond.com 0415 961 945 

canenews  is read by the majority of Burdekin cane 

farmers and their families in the Burdekin.  Copies 

are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS Offices, 

businesses, industry, politicians, Government 

Agencies and members of the community. 

 

Published Weekly by: 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited 

 

ABN:    43 114 632 325 

Postal Address:   PO Box 933,  AYR  QLD  4807 

Telephone:   (07) 4790 3600 

Facsimile:   (07) 4783 4914 

Email:    bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

 

Please direct all advertising enquiries and materials 

to the above. 

Disclaimer 

In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our” 

means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our 

directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter 

has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do 

our very best to present information that is correct and 

accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or 

representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or 

accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter, 

for any purposes. 

Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be 

excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss, 

damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of 

the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information 

appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole 

responsibility and risk associated with the use and results 

of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you 

agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage 

whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of, 

or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We 

recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any 

information provided in this newsletter. 

 

Do you know of any stories that should be in 

canenews? 

Contact us today with the details 

CANEGROWERS Directors have an intimate 

knowledge of local and regional needs.   

CANEGROWERS Directors are growers, just 

like you, doing demanding work for little 

monetary return.  They understand your 

needs. 


