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Election countdown...8 days to go Kevin Mann
nominated
CANEGROWERS Burdekin
for citizen of
candidate election panel
On Thursday, five of the seven candidates for the Burdekin electret accepted our invitation
the year
to meet with CBL members and guests.
We sought responses from the candidates and their parties on our four key priority areas
of Marketing, Electricity, Insurance and Road Transport Permits.
The forum commenced with an introduction of the five attending candidates being:







Belinda Johnson

One Nation

Steve Isles

Katter Australian Party

Jacinta Warland

Palmer United Party

Dale Last

LNP

BJ Davison

Independent

An inability had been received from Lindy Collins (The Greens) and a late apology due to
the wet weather had been received from Angela Zyla (Labor).
Meeting facilitator, Debra Burden opened the meeting by quoting a long term CBL member
as follows “When I purchased my farm in 1974 it cost $50,000, the crop cost around $15
per tonne to grow and the cane price was between $35 to $40 per tonne. The farm
supported several employees plus myself and I could afford to make mistakes and for
poor seasons. Today the same farm would cost over $500,000 to buy, the crop costs
around $30 per tonne to grow and the cane price is still $35 to $40 per tonne. The farm
can no longer support any employees, it only just supports me. I cannot afford to make
any mistakes and a poor season pushes me straight into the red.”
Continues page 2

CANEGROWERS Burdekin were
proud to nominate Kevin Mann as
Citizen of the Year in this years
Burdekin Shire Australia Day
Awards.
Kevin is an inspiration to the cane
industry and is well deserving of
the nomination and we wish him
luck with the award. Click here to
read Kevin’s nomination.
The Burdekin Shire Council are
holding Australia Day celebrations
at the Burdekin Theatre on
Monday 26th January at 11am,
where award winners will be
announced.
Tickets for $3 are available at the
door. See the council website for
more information.

Burdekin candidates: Belinda Johnson, Steve Isles, Jacinta Warland, Dale Last & BJ Davison
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CANEGROWERS Burdekin candidate election
panel discussion continued
Electricity: Debra explained to the candidates how the 96% increase in seven years for irrigation tariffs has had a devastating
impact on the industry. She confirmed that copies of relevant reports such as the CME Report (click here) had been provided to
all candidates. We sought from candidates assurance that if elected they will support an immediate reduction of 33% for
irrigation tariffs and a moratorium on all further price increases until a review of the overall current system is
completed.
Marketing: Debra also explained that to grow this industry growers’ need to have confidence... to have confidence the
marketing issue must be resolved. Debra provided a brief overview of what it would mean if Wilmar had their way and takes
over the marketing/selling of the raw sugar that impacts the price growers receive for their cane. Debra also advised that
following a visit to this region by Agriculture Minister McVeigh on Tuesday that the LNP had made an announcement that they
“have promised canegrowers a re-elected Newman LNP Government will legislate to protect ‘grower choice’ in sugar marketing if
millers fail to come up with fair deal. If the millers refuse to come to table, we will legislate.” We sought from the candidates
assurance that if elected they will support a change to the Sugar Industry Act to formally recognise growers’ economic
interest plus to ensure growers have a right to determine how their share is marketed.
Insurance: New Canegrowers Burdekin Insurance broker, Jim Kasper provided the candidates with two examples of the unfair
cost of insurance for our region. Jim had obtained two quotes for a 100 hectare cane farm with a house and shed. The quotes
were obtained from the same insurer, the only difference between the quotes was the postcode. Using Ayr’s postcode the cost
for Building/Contents and for Farm Property was $7,976 compared to using Jacob Wells postcode the cost was close to half at
$2,739.
A similar story for a $300k residential home and $60k contents quote. For Ayr the quote was $3,637 whilst for Jacobs Well the
quote was more than half at $1,770.
Jim choose Jacobs Well for the comparison as this region is similar to the Burdekin, being a cane farming region, close to rivers
and the ocean. Jacobs Well is located midway between Brisbane and the Gold Coast.
Jim stressed that even allowing for the additional risks potentially associated with North Qld (eg cyclones) there was no
justification for such a price disparity.
We put to candidates a solution based on the State government requiring underwriters to commit to having an evenly distributed
portfolio across the state .....meaning that to sell insurance in Queensland an underwriter would be required to have an even
distribution based on policies and/or premium throughout the State to match the population. We sought candidates assurance
that if elected they will support increase competition with underwriters offering competitive affordable premiums.
Road Transport Permits: Gary Halliday explained to the candidates the impact the move from State control to National control
has had on the ability of growers to move oversize vehicles. We sought from candidates assurance that if elected they will
support a move to an efficient permit system with practical conditions.
The candidates then had an opportunity to present for 10 to 12
minutes. During this time they were asked to provide an
overview who they are and what skills and experience they
bring to the role which would benefit the cane farmers of the
Burdekin; To state what commitment they were prepared to
give in regard to the four key priority areas and to say how
they see they would undertake the role of MP for the Burdekin
eg where would the electoral office be located.
Overall feedback from attendees was very positive and
growers stated they were pleased to have the opportunity to
meet and hear from the attending candidates.
With our well known long term local MP Rosemary Menkens
retiring … the only things that are certain are 1. Come 1 st
February, we will have a new representative for this electorate
and 2. If that representative is male they will be an ex copper
(given that Dale, BJ and Steve have all served in the Police
Force).

CANEGROWERS Burdekin candidates election panel discussion
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Introducing the Burdekin electorate candidates
Belinda Johnson - One Nation
Belinda a fifth generation resident of the Burdekin electorate and is the youngest of
seven children. She has contributed 16 years of service to the Dept. of Correctives
Services and during this time she was elected as the President of the Union for the staff
at the Townsville Correctional Centre. Belinda has most recently been nominated for
Burdekin Citizen of the year.
Belinda was also elected by her fellow officers throughout the state to represent them at
the State Council of the union. She was a member of the team that negotiated with the Government for their pay rise and after
seeing firsthand how this Newman government didn’t value it’s workers, by only giving them a 2.2% pay rise, Belinda knew that it
was time that she stood up and become a more solid voice for the workers of Queensland; to make sure this would never happen
to them again. Belinda is proud to be the One Nation Burdekin Candidate for the 2015 QLD State election.
Belinda is also a member of many community groups throughout the Burdekin Electorate and she will help any person in need. If
she is elected to represent the people of Burdekin, Belinda will take the issues that need to be addressed, to Parliament, an d she
will give a voice to those who feel like their calls for help have been ignored.
Lives in Home Hill.

Steve Isles - Katter’s Australian Party
Steve’s family have 20 years involvement, living in the Burdekin Electorate. After
leaving school Steve commenced a Boilermaking trade with GJ Welding in Karumba,
Gulf of Carpentaria, predominantly servicing prawn trawlers and the fishing industry.
He completed his trade with Pacific Coast Engineering and A.E Smith airconditioning in Townsville.
In late 1999, Steve left on an adventure travelling around Australia for some three
years, working in Karumba, Darwin, Perth and Canberra. In 2003 Steve joined the
Northern Territory Police Force. Steve married a Townsville bride in June of 2009
and have a beautiful child, Michael Sage Isles, named after his grandfather. Subsequent to losing his father in September 2009,
he relocated to North Queensland to be closer to family. n late 2012 with family support, Steve opened a 24 hour gymnasium in
Douglas. Steve and his family have residential property in the Burdekin as this is where his parents wanted to retire. Steve and
his family are very passionate about the Burdekin and the precious memories forever in their hearts.
Steve’s father was presented with a Lantern Award from Mount Isa Mayor, Tony McGrady, for his involvement in the construction
of the Cloncurry Youth Complex. He was fortunate to be manning a shovel for the concrete pouring and the brick laying.
Addressing a need within youth of the Burdekin, Steve’s father, Queensland Police Senior Sergeant Michael Isles, was integral in
conducting surveys and raising funding to establish foundation for the Burdekin PCYC.
Steve standing as candidate for the Burdekin Electorate is driven by passion for people, passion for community. Lives at ?

Angela Zyla—ALP
Angela has lived and worked in the Burdekin for over 20 years. As a teacher her passion has been for education and the part
education plays in giving young people a strong and hopeful future. She has experienced and understands the challenges of
raising a family and has through voluntary work, been a strong advocate for opportunities for women.
Angela believes that “Community services in local communities are their life-lines, a reduction of vital community services is not
an option, residents of the Burdekin want and deserve confidence in the future whether it be health and education services,
infrastructure or job opportunities. There is vital work to be done in rebuilding community capacity for a stronger, united and
energised future”.
She also believes that “Government must be able to deliver real runs on the board in this region that give confidence for bus iness
to establish and grow, create real job opportunities for people to live, work and enjoy this region, and infrastructure and
community services that reflect this confidence and opportunity for all residents in the community”.
Lives at Bowen.

Lindy Collins - The Greens : Bio not provided at time of publication. Lives at Alligator Creek.
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Introducing the Burdekin electorate candidates
Jacinta Warland - Palmer United
Jacinta Warland is a hands-on and passionate advocate for the Burdekin electorate.
As the Palmer United Party’s candidate in the upcoming state election she is determined to listen and take the voter’s issues to parliament. Her mission is to get the
real issues discussed, she is here to listen, gain knowledge of the issues affecting
her electorate and ensure the best opportunities are always provided to the people of
Burdekin. She believes that infrastructure, jobs and growth are urgently needed in
the area.
Jacinta has a wealth of experience through her work in the private and public sectors. She has owned and operated small businesses, and guided many business owners and industry players with her previous work in State Development. This, together with
being an employee in large resource companies, has provided her with a perspective that not all the other Burdekin candidates
have. Jacinta has developed her experience working with government agencies; Main Roads, business development and cultural heritage. She holds a degree in Archaeology, which has been applied in her capacity as a State Cultural Heritage Officer; together with being a senior cultural coordinator for pipelines and cultural survey projects in the civil and mining industry.
Jacinta prides herself on her honesty and confidence and has a unique ability to communicate across industries with respect and
poise. She has a strong level of experience in negotiation and conflict resolution, finishing her Masters in Law with JCU in this
coming year. She has conflict and management skills that would serve her well if elected to represent the people of Burdekin in
Parliament.
Fed up with the inaction of the current and previous government, Jacinta would make it her priority to ensure there is less talk and
more action in Burdekin, particularly with regard to infrastructure, jobs and development.
Lives in Townsville.

Dale Last - LNP
Dale and his partner Kim have chosen to raise their family in the Burdekin electorate
because it’s a great place to live and work.
As a local businessman, former Deputy Mayor of Townsville City Council and with 25
years’ experience in the Qld Police Service, Dale knows the importance of a strong
community, investing in infrastructure and creating more local jobs.
Dale wants families in the region to have better access to health services, better opportunities for jobs locally and the infrastructure we need to grow an economy based on agriculture, resources, construction and
tourism.
Lives at Alligator Creek.

BJ Davison - Independent
Mr Davison operates his own consultancy and equipment hire business, servicing
the mining, ports, rail, transport and heavy industry sectors. He has been heavily
involved in getting the Collinsville coal mine up and running again. Mr Davison has
post-graduate qualifications in OH&S from the Queensland University of Technology
and is a Justice of the Peace.
In his younger years, Mr Davison’s family had cattle, a commercial piggery and grew
irrigated cotton on the Dawson River near Theodore. In his teens he worked as a
jackaroo and contract musterer around Injune. He spent his twenties in the Northern
Territory Police Force, working in remote areas and also working stints in CIB and as a prosecutor. He was awarded a Churchill
Fellowship and travelled to the USA and Canada on a work-study to look at issues related to policing in remote indigenous
communities.
Mr Davison, 42, his school-teacher wife Kath and their two teenage daughters live at Queens Beach in Bowen.

Note: The above biography’s were supplied by each candidate.
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Election countdown … 8 days to go
Candidates respond to our big four issues
CANEGROWERS Burdekin provided each candidate with a list of our most pressing issues, the following are their responses.
As at time of publication ALP candidate Anglea Zlya, after several attempts of communication had not provided a response.
Marketing: We are seeking assurance that if elected you and your party will support a change to the Sugar Industry Act
to formally recognise growers’ economic interest plus to ensure growers have a right to determine how their share is
marketed.
Belinda Johnson
One Nation
Steve Isles
KAP

Jacinta Warland
PUP

Dale Last
LNP

BJ Davison
Independent

Lindy Collins
The Greens

It is absolutely essential that farmers be given the right to be able to market their Sugar. There has to be
legislative reform and the sugar Industry Act needs to be changed as to give the growers the right to do this
to protect the Economic interest of the growers. I would put a 100% into fighting for this.
It’s simple, the LNP deregulated the cane industry in 2006, our position is simply that prior to
announcements from the LNP Agriculture Minister McVeigh this week, we announced hard line policy for
statutory marketing and this incorporates a statutory marketing body that arbitrates pricing for the farmer or
the producer. Basically removing the government imposed monopoly where the miller dictates the price
and this does extend to including full re-regulation of the sugar industry. We note that this decision can be
made tomorrow. There is no need for this to be delayed. For the interest of the farmer, decisions are
needed now and not just before the commencement of the next cane crush. The Katter Australian Party is
about certainty and continued viability for agriculture and the cane industry.
Unfortunately, when these mills were purchased by foreign investors, and not by Burdekin based investors,
it was done so under legislation which meant that legally, the mill owns the sugar produced and therefore
all rights to this sugar. The state senate enquiry into pricing has now delayed it's findings until after the
election and canegrowers are now faced with the fact that a new government, once elected, may not even
form an agricultural committee to follow through on this enquiry. If I am elected, as with my counterpart in
Whitsundays, I can promise that I will be a formidable presence in parliament, fighting for the rights of our
farmers and our agricultural industry. As sugar is priced three years out, there will not be a lot of time to
make this happen in the hope that our canegrowers are not forced into agreeing to pricing which is far too
low to be sustainable and thus crippling the industry in the Burdekin electorate.
Rather than make empty promises I actually brought the Minister for Agriculture Hon John McVeigh MP to
the Burdekin on Tuesday to meet with canefarmers to discuss this issue. I fully support grower choice and
following this meeting I spoke at length with the Minister regarding a commitment to formally recognize
growers' economic interest and to ensure growers have a right to determine how their share is marketed.
The Minister subsequently spoke with the Premier overnight and the next day released a statement which
states in part: 'They should not doubt our determination to resolve this impasse and it has to be sorted out
before the start of the next crushing season - or we will legislate. I am calling on the three major
companies to come back to the negotiating table and start dealing fairly with the growers that supply their
mills'. In short, the Mills negotiate, or we will legislate.
Refreshing to see the minister agree to legislate if necessary to ensure that growers have a choice when it
comes to marketing. It is a shame that it took an election to force the government’s hand. If I am elected
as the Member for Burdekin, and the government don’t sort this out within a short time-frame, I will be
introducing a Private Member’s Bill to sort it out. I will hold them to what they have pledged. It is in both
Wilmar’s and the growers’ interests (and indeed the whole community’s interests) that the highest return is
achieved. I would like Canegrowers and the millers to consider creating an independent company for
marketing, with a board consisting of representatives from the Canegrowers, the millers, independent
members and a Minister’s representative. This would keep marketing separate from operations, and would
ensure that the end game is always to achieve the best return, and the minister should always have his
finger on the pulse. I am interested in what growers and millers think about that.
I will support a change to the Sugar Industry Act to formally recognise growers’ economic interest plus to
ensure growers have a right to determine how their share is marketed.
Continues next page
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Candidates respond to our big four issues
Electricity: We are seeking assurance that if elected you and your party will support an immediate reduction of 33% for
irrigation tariffs and a moratorium on all further price increases until a review of the overall current system is completed
and implemented.
Belinda Johnson
One Nation

Steve Isles
KAP

Jacinta Warland
PUP

Dale Last
LNP

BJ Davison
Independent

Lindy Collins
The Greens

I DO NOT WANT to see the farming sector in our region collapse due to an ignorant government, the
economic livelihood of most of our region is reliant upon the sugar industry. I do not want to see loss of
employment- loss of generations of farming destroyed because the government refuses to listen to the most
important persons in the industry. Look at the impact that irrigation taiffs have had on the industry …look at
the impact that that has already had on our electorate. I fully support an immediate reduction of 33%.
The Katter Australian Party are the only party that has provided any consistent guarantee to block the sale of
assets and has shown steely resolve to block the sale of our assets. The deregulation of electricity in 1998
saw a 300% price rise and the partial privatisation by Labor has seen a 140% increase of electricity in 6
years. It defies logic that electricity can go down with privatisation. The Australian Energy Regulator (AER)
has established conservatively that by 2020 Queensland’s cost of electricity will increase by between 23.5%
and 30% that is without privatisation. Retaining ownership of our electricity assets provides some control
over future prices. You cannot dictate who drive the vehicle once it has already been sold.
A Palmer government is 100% committed to taking back control of our electricity networks, which are
currently generating power at a cost far greater than that of production. This will ensure that power is
provided to Queensland at fair and reasonable prices. Privatisation will only see these costs rise further. We
need to commit to other opportunities to co-generate and utilise the renewable energy options available. We
can do the right thing by combining current and future technologies where the farmer is making and producing
the power required to run their operation and also commit to the energy needs of the community.
I fully support a review of the current system and methodology as it applies to tariffs. The Agriculture Energy
Council (AEC)was formed under MOU in Bundaberg in December 2014 to specifically look at this issue with a
commitment from the LNP to end Labor's 'gold plating' of poles and wires. The AEC involves a broad range
of representatives from the sugar growing, cotton and dairy industries and will have direct input into electricity
policy and reforms aimed at benefiting farmers. We have already started working with farmers through the
Energy Savers Plus scheme with an additional $2.69 million dollars to be spent on expanding on-farm energy
audits. The LNP have also introduced the Ergon Fee Waiver (effective 1 January 2015) waiving the Ergon
Energy fee to switch between tariffs and dropping the special meter reading fee which means more choice,
greater flexibility and real savings for farmers. If voters give us a mandate, the Newman LNP Government’s
$3.4 billion Strong Choices Cost-of-Living Fund would lift the burden of subsidising the state’s solar bonus
scheme with flow through effects for farming and irrigation tariffs. The Qld Competition Authority (QCA) has
written to Minister McArdle stating that if the Solar Bonus costs come out and the AER reduces network costs
then it will review all tariffs - including the transitional tariffs 5% increase. Personally I would like to see a
dedicated agricultural tariff introduced which recognizes the unique requirements of growing sugar cane and
in particular the need to irrigate across 24 hours

Immediate freeze on ALL tariffs, commercial and domestic and no increases in real price for the term of the
next government. A separate, lower tariff for primary producers. As simple as that – a cheaper price.
Growers can then either then have a reduced input cost, or use more power for the same money and pump
more water and increase returns – the growers’ choice. The current government have had ample opportunity
to bring electricity prices under control – instead they have allowed electricity prices to go up 25% in just three
years. We need a Base Load power station at Collinsville. Reliable electricity that is transmitted a lesser
distance, and sures up the electricity need for North Queensland into the future. Nearly all of us agree on this
(except probably the Greens), so let’s get on with it.
I will support an immediate reduction of 33% for irrigation tariffs and a moratorium on all further price
increases until a review of the overall current system is completed and implemented as well as discount on
conversion to Solar for irrigation pumping. We will support further investment in Solar for farmers. I personally
use Lorenz solar and Onga solar water pump on our small farm.

Continues next page
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Candidates respond to our big four issues
Insurance: We are seeking assurance that if elected you and your party will support increased competition with underwriters offering competitive affordable premiums.
Belinda Johnson
One Nation

I am committed to being your voice to propose YOUR solutions for insurance for insurance reforms. The
State Government must have the underwriters to have an evenly distributed portfolio across the state.
There MUST be control over policies and premiums that are comparative to match population.
Underwriters need to offer more competitive prices- again an area of arbitrary control that is further
increasing the cancer within the sugar industry.

Steve Isles

1.

KAP

2.

Jacinta Warland

The insurance industry has used the natural disaster potential for North Queensland for far too long as
reason to have exorbitant costs. I am confident my Party will put in an immediate moratorium on the costs
and call for an investigation to the unfair prices levied against the North, This levy is unfairly assessed,
especially in the Burdekin, where we have suffered through many cyclones and flooding , and yet we
continue to rebuild without support. I call for fair and reasonable assessment of every person insuring
their assets and homes in the Burdekin

PUP

Dale Last
LNP
BJ Davison
Independent

Lindy Collins
The Greens

The Katter Australian Party certainly supports a push for insurance distribution forcing Insurance
Companies to have a 5% stake held in the north.
The Katter Australian Party have introduced policy to introduce a Queensland Industry Development
Bank with an insurance arm specific for meeting the requirements of rural and region Queensland and
the needs of agriculture.

I fully support the proposal to support increased competition with underwriters offering competitive
affordable premiums. I believe all insurance companies doing business in Queensland should be required
to have a distributed portfolio and a more efficient methodology for assessing risk.
We all agree that insurance costs are out of control – not only for growers, but across the board. I would
like to see a small measure of regulation such that insurers must be made to be competitive if they enter
the market. We can do this by mandating that insurers MUST have a certain market capitalisation across
the length and breadth of Queensland within a certain time-frame, or they are booted out. This will force
them to be competitive, and this competition should reduce premiums
I will support increased competition with underwriters offering competitive affordable premiums, when
Brisbane insurances prices are half that of North Queensland and they have "Storms events" while we
have cyclones.
Continues next page

Insurance Broker Services
Insurance for everyone, with a choice of insurers
& no brokerage fee.
Come see Jim or Martine today
at the Canegrowers Building, 141 Young Street, Ayr

or phone 4790 3606 / 0408 638 518

Authorised Representative for NAS Insurance Brokers (ABN 60 096 916 184) AFS License No 233750
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Candidates respond to our big four issues
Road Transport Permits: We are seeking assurance that if elected you and your party will support a move to an efficient
permit system with practical conditions.
Belinda Johnson
One Nation

Steve Isles

Having been a police officer and experience road transport permits first hand there is no more efficient and
effective way than returning to old methods and Road Transport Permits been handled locally to save time
but also to save costs attributed to agriculture in running their land.

KAP

Jacinta Warland
PUP

Dale Last
LNP

BJ Davison
Independent

Lindy Collins
The Greens

Road Transport control needs to be put back in the hands at a state level and then be policed from a local
level, this should not be used for revenue making. One Nation and I will fight vigorously to make this a
more efficient system with practical conditions for you.

Rules around the transport network need to fit the region and not the state as a whole. Growers are not
exactly trying to shift harvesters and tractors up the main street of Brisbane, they are using back roads out
in the country. Roads that often times are predominantly maintained by the farmers themselves. And as
the region depends on the agriculture industry for a majority of its income, we need to have process in
place that offers that ability to move around to get the most efficiency out of the machinery and the road
network. Canegrowers need the ability to obtain a seasonal permit allowing them to shift machinery
legally as necessary and authorities need to stop these 'revenue

I fully support a move to an efficient permit system with practical conditions. As a former police officer
working in rural locations throughout Queensland I have extensive experience in the issuing of wide load
permits for agricultural machinery. The Qld Government requested the National Heavy Vehicle Regulator
to implement a 14 month trial to facilitate the movement of oversized agricultural vehicles and
combinations. In simple terms, 3.5m to 4.0m agricultural vehicles have access to travelling on critical
roads if they self-assess for safety of travel, have one agricultural pilot, travel no more than 5km in a single
trip, leave a 0.5m buffer zone from the centre line and use road side signage. This trial will conclude on 31
January 2016 and I have requested to have direct input into the review and any recommendations uprising
from it.

We need a permit system that’s workable and reflects sensible consideration of the distances involved,
signage requirements, escort requirements, and the different requirements for different roads – for
example the Bruce Highway versus a little-used back-road. The simpler, the better. Minimal
inconvenience, minimal cost, minimal personnel and equipment and signage and escorts. Let’s keep it
simple, minimal and locally managed.

I will support a move to an efficient permit system with practical conditions and increased rail lines when
practicable.

0439 542 017
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McVeigh’s response to Wilmar’s NO CHOICE
exiting QSL decision
Agriculture Minister John McVeigh paid a flying visit to the Burdekin on Tuesday afternoon to support local LNP candidate Dale
Last.
The meeting which was hosted by retiring MP Rosemary Menkens, was open to all representative groups and all cane farmers in
the Burdekin and was held at CANEGROWERS Hall Home Hill.
Initially we were hopeful that this flash visit by the Minister was to make an announcement on the Wilmar exiting QSL issue,
mainly due to the fact that Chairman Phil Marano and Manager Debra Burden had meet with LNP candidate Dale Last at
lunchtime on Monday and Chairman Phil had really stressed that unless the LNP made an announcement to legislate that the
LNP would haemorrhage votes in this region and all other cane regions. But this hope was dashed when we received feedback
from our Mackay counterparts (who had attended a similar meeting on Tuesday morning) that the Minister had given no
commitment and that he had stated that the LNP was still not prepared to legislate.
With this heads up, we knew we had to really lobby hard. We quickly developed a “Stop Wilmar” brochure plus
decked out the CANEGROWERS Hall with supporting posters. On entering the Hall, Minister McVeigh could
not have been mistaken about our feelings towards Wilmar’s NO CHOICE proposal nor our view that the LNP
needs to act now.
The session was opened by retiring MP Rosemary Menkens.
On the topic of marketing Minister McVeigh provided an
overview of how the situation had occurred, stressing that we are
dealing with unfinished business from deregulation from 10
years ago and that this issue should have been dealt with then.
The Government is keen to clean it up this impasse.
The
Minister then explained the actions he had taken to date in an
attempt to broker a deal by acting as marriage counsellor
between Wilmar and growers. He explained how Wilmar had
declined to take part in this informal process and how he had
then established a Cabinet Committee and how this Committee
was due to report by the end of February, 2015.
The Minister stated that he has heard that industry feel he is
taking too long and he understands that growers want him to
Dale Last, Rosemary Menkens MP & Minister McVeigh
“pull his finger out”. He stated that as the government is in
caretaker mode nothing can happen now. Plus he reminded attendees that the Federal Senate Enquiry was due to report back in
April.
Minister McVeigh concluded his session by saying that right now the Government is in the middle of an election campaign and
that he is saying to Wilmar that they had better not under estimate the intent of the Government to protect above all else
growers rights to make marketing decisions. He stressed in closing DO NOT UNDERESTIMATE.
CBL Chairman Phil Marano was quickly on his feet clearly stating
to the Minister that he should not misinterpret Wilmar’s comments
that they are currently negotiating with industry on a way
forward ...all Wilmar are offering to negotiate on is how their
proposal would look ... mainly will it have a Joint Marketing
Company or not .... they are not prepared to consider growers
having a choice ...it is Wilmar for marketing only from their view
and they are not prepared to negotiate a 2017 CSA that does not
have Wilmar as the exclusive marketer. Phil stated extremely
clearly that the LNP will haemorrhage votes in the Burdekin
and all other cane electrets unless they agree to legislate to
resolve this impasse.
Continues next page

Chairman Phil Marano addressing the Minister
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McVeigh’s response to Wilmar’s NO CHOICE
exiting QSL decision continued
On the topic of Electricity ...CBL member Greg Rossato pointed out to the Minister the
impact of the soaring electricity prices of a 96% increase in the past 7 years has had on
the industry and asked the Minister what his plan was for electricity. The Minister replied
with four points as follows:
1.
2.
3.
4.

The funds from the leasing of assets will allow for $3.4m renewable solar tariffs to be
removed
The government has already taken action to stop the “gold plating”
Continue to bring costs down for ERGON
Ensure competitive with other producers throughout the world ...giving the example
that his goal is to get prices comparable to California

We really appreciated the efforts many members of CBL who dropped what they were
doing and attend the meeting with such short notice.

Greg Rossato pointing out soaring
electricity prices . Click here

Our efforts appeared to have paid off in regard to marketing. We have been advised that following the meeting local LNP
candidate Dale Last really pushed the Minister to act. The Minister meet with the Premier that night with the result that
the LNP issued the following press release the very next day.

MEDIA RELEASE
Office of the Hon Dr John McVeigh MP | Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry
Agriculture Minister John McVeigh has promised canegrowers a re-elected Newman LNP Government will legislate to protect
‘grower choice’ in sugar marketing if millers fail to come up with fair deal.
Speaking during a round of canegrower meetings in north Queensland, Mr McVeigh said the Newman LNP Government was fair
dinkum about protecting the interests of canegrowers.
“We’re upping the ante,” Mr McVeigh said. “If the millers refuse to come to table, we will legislate.”
Mr McVeigh said he had listened to canegrowers, their leaders and discussed the matter with the Premier overnight.
“The Premier is right behind this and the major millers, Wilmar, Tully and MSF, need to realise that we as a government are ready
to come down hard if they fail to come up with a marketing deal that’s fair for canegrowers.
"I'm sending a very clear message on behalf of the Newman LNP Government to the sugar millers," Mr McVeigh said. “It is good
public policy to support canegrowers from any misuse of monopoly power by millers.
"They should not doubt our determination to resolve this impasse and it has to be sorted out before the start of the next crushing
season - or we will legislate.
“I am calling on the three major companies to come back to the negotiating table and start dealing fairly with the growers that
supply their mills.
“The issue of grower choice in sugar marketing needs to be resolved. It’s been dragging on for the best part of a year, but
industry has made little progress.”
The Newman LNP Government stepped in six months to help resolve the commercial dispute – referring the issue for review by
the Agriculture Cabinet Committee (ACC), led by Minister McVeigh.
The review was due for completion in February, after which recommendations would have been taken to Cabinet.
But Mr McVeigh said the timing of election meant that industry needed to know now exactly where the Newman LNP Government
stood.
“Today, with the full backing of the Premier, I’ve made our position absolutely clear,” he said.
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Growers do not want or trust Wilmar for marketing
90% growers want an independent marketer, such as QSL and 93% of growers
do not trust Wilmar to market the raw sugar that impacts the price growers
receive for their cane
A strong message has been shot across the bow of every party and independent on the
Burdekin election campaign trail that to win the cane industry votes they must give a
strong commitment to amend the Queensland Sugar Industry Act to fix the commercial
imbalance and rectify this market failure which is ripping confidence from the region’s
cane growers and placing their very futures at the mercy of monopoly miller Wilmar.
A survey of the State’s growers was sparked following moves in April last year by foreign owned
Wilmar to leave Queensland Sugar Ltd, the industry joint grower and miller owned marketing
body – a decision which would completely skew the commercial balance of power firmly in
favour of Wilmar.
The survey has revealed that confidence to continue to invest in the industry has been rocked,
as growers grapple with having their long-standing rights and protections wrested away by the
large foreign owned corporate miller seeking to take on marketing of 100% of the sugar.
Growers voted unanimously that they condemned the proposal put forward by Wilmar but
Wilmar has ignored growers’ rights. What has unravelled is a bitter dispute, as growers rise up looking to government to reinstate measures put in place over 100 years ago to protect them in
dealings with their large regional monopoly millers which can be achieved by some simple
amendments to the Queensland Sugar Industry Act 1999.

Chairman Phil Marano says
that Wilmar’s move to take
all sugar marketing on itself
would also open the door for
it to be able to move costs
around in intra-company
transactions

“Up until now, growers have had a say over how two-thirds of the sugar was marketed – growers
take two thirds of the risk in the production of the sugar and the systems in place had given them a say over the very mechanism
by which they are paid,” says Phil Marano, Chairman of CANEGROWERS Burdekin.

Phil says that Wilmar’s move to take all sugar marketing on itself would also open the door for it to be able to move costs around
in intra-company transactions, a concern for growers who will no longer have certainty they are getting their fair share of the
profits. He says this worry was demonstrated in the results of the survey which shows clearly growers concerns and what action
they need to give them confidence in their future.
“The results of the survey were decisive. 97% of growers want to be able to choose the marketer of their sugar and 95% said that
government needs to intervene to protect their rights in this regard. 93% said they don't trust millers to share the profits fairly
whilst 90% said they didn’t want an independent marketer, such as QSL, taken away.
“It is clear that something needs to be done and quickly. This is ripping at the heart of grower confidence in the industry, with
93% saying they will not have confidence to expand if their marketing choice over the grower share is denied.”
“Putting corporate profits ahead of our hard working farmers will affect every grower right across the industry, not just those in the
areas whose mills have given notice,” says Mr Marano. “The actions of the few will leave the whole industry exposed.” He says
the survey released this week shows that growers overwhelmingly want and need government to step in and swiftly rectify the
recent imbalance.
“CANEGROWERS Burdekin is putting the results of this survey up to all the parties and independents as part of the election
campaign, asking them to show genuine leadership and make strong commitments to amend the Queensland Sugar Industry Act
to fix the commercial imbalance and rectify this market failure. It would be perilous for any future government to ignore such a
strong message.”
Breaking News: The LNP is the first party to make a commitment on the election trail that they will legislate if necessary. At a
meeting in Ingham this morning, Minister for Agriculture, John McVeigh told growers that if millers do not re-enter negotiations
around marketing of Queensland’s sugar in good faith and growers are left disadvantaged, they will take legislative action.
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New interest rates
announced for
productivity loans
QRAA has announced the new interest rates for the
Queensland Government’s Sustainability and First Start Loans
for primary producers. Queensland primary producers can
access Productivity Loans of up to $ 650,000 to improve the
viability of their primary production enterprise. The new fixed
interest rates for loans drawn down from 1 January 2015 are:





1-year 3.72% (down from 3.78%)
3-year 3.76% (down from 3.93%)
5-year 3.88% (down from 4.2%)

Interest rates are subject to change 1 July 2015. The loans
have no set up or exit fees, no hidden costs and repayment
terms of up to 20 years. The option of joint lending with
commercial banks is also available for producers who need
additional finance beyond the maximum productivity loan
amount of $650,000. For further information visit
www.qraa.qld.gov.au or call 1800 623 946.

Payroll
& HR
update
Government announces Productivity
Commission Review of the Fair Work Act
Just prior to Christmas, the Federal Government announced
the long awaited Productivity Commission Review of the Fair
Work Act. The Review is a highly important process and will
inform the development of the Coalition’s industrial relations
policy leading up to a 2016 Federal Election.
The NFF will be devoting significant resources to this process,
ensuring that any changes proposed to workplace relations
laws are in the interests of the farming community. A copy of
the terms of reference can be found here. Initial submissions
are due on 13 March 2015. The process is likely to conclude
with a report in November 2015.

Labor’s plan to “Save the Great Barrier Reef”
Labor has announced their plan to “Save the Great Barrier Reef”.
industry are:

The plan’s key points for the cane
Click here

 Convene a high-level taskforce with representatives from regional communities, conservation
organisations, industry groups (including primary producers, tourism operators and local
government) and leading scientists to determine the best possible approach to achieve an 80%
reduction in pollution run-off into the Great Barrier Reef by 2025.

 Provide an additional $100m over five years towards water quality initiatives, science research and
helping business transition to better environmental practices in the primary production and fishing
industries.

 Reducing Queensland’s carbon emissions by reintroducing Labor’s national-leading tree clearing laws.
 Repeal the Newman Government’s water laws which will have a detrimental effect on the Great Barrier Reef catchment
system and allow for over allocation of Queensland’s precious water resources.
Of particular interest to the Smartcane BMP program, the plan states (on page 6) under the former Labor Government 98% of
primary producers had an Environmental Risk Management Plan in place or a commitment to develop one...the Newman
Government has chosen to rely on primary producers making voluntarily commitments to move to best management practices to
reduce run-off but this approach has not delivered the improvements required. Despite spending $3.5m to assist in the transition
to best management practices, very few primary producers have been accredited to this standard. In 2013 only 49% of
canegrowers had adopted improved practices, well short of the 80% target. Due to the failure of the Newman Government’s
voluntary approach ..unlikely to get the Reef Water Quality Protection Plan’s target. In order to reach the goal Queensland Labor
commits to:

 Reducing nitrogen run-off by up to 80% in key catchments such as the Wet Tropics and the Burdekin by 2025;
 Reducing total suspended sediment run-off by up to 50% in key catchments such as the Wet tropics and the
Burdekin by 2025
A taskforce will have one year to report and in the intervening period farmers will be required to operate under an
Environmental Risk management Plan unless they have been accredited to best management practice standards.
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CANEGROWERS Burdekin welcomes ACCC's
new petrol price reports
Canegrowers Burdekin welcomes the move by the Australian Competition and
Consumer Commission (ACCC) to monitor the prices costs and profits relating to
the supply of unleaded petroleum products and report at least quarterly. Historically
the ACCC reported once a year with the last report released in Dec, 2014 (click
here)
The ACCC emphasises that petrol prices are not regulated in Australia, and
retailers are free to set petrol prices at levels that see them competitive in the
market.
The ACCC will be producing at least eight reports in 2015, of two types:



quarterly “macro” reports looking at petrol price movements and what drives
them overall, and



at least four market studies looking at “micro” issues in considerable depth,
including analysing the price drivers of petrol in three regional markets.

Macro reports
The quarterly reports will cover fuel price movements in all capital cities and around 180 regional locations and will examine
issues including: the drivers of petrol prices (i.e. international refined petrol prices, terminal gate prices and the AUD-USD
exchange rate), petrol price cycles, and gross indicative retail differences in the five largest cities.
In July 2014 the monthly average retail price of petrol across regional locations in Australia was 5.7 cents per litre higher than
prices in the five largest cities. By December 2014 this difference had increased to 17.6 cents per litre.
Motorists in our larger capital cities have therefore seen the benefit of lower international prices but consumers in a number of
regional locations have not. While lags are expected, as older stocks can take longer to run down in regional locations, we would
expect the falls to be passed on reasonably quickly. With the result that there seemed to be pricing anomalies in some regional
centres.

Micro reports
The ACCC will be producing at least four market studies a year, which will include analysing the drivers of petrol prices in
particular regional markets.
To identify those regional locations to be included in the market studies this year, the ACCC is currently analysing the extensive
data the hold on retail, wholesale and benchmark prices for around 180 regional locations in Australia. They are looking a t
factors such as price differentials between regional markets and larger cities, differentials between towns of similar size and the
variability of prices in regional markets over the past three years to assist us in determining the first target markets.
The ACCC expects to identify the three regional locations to be studied in the coming months, with the first to be announced in
March. The reports will be delivered progressively throughout the year.

Townsville Petrol chart
This chart for Townsville shows seven-day rolling average retail
petrol prices compared with the average price across the five
largest cities (i.e. Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane, Adelaide and
Perth) for the period July to December 2014. The chart source
is ACCC calculations based on FUELtrac data.

Continues next page
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CANEGROWERS Burdekin welcomes ACCC's
new petrol price reports continued
Possible outcomes
There are a number of possible outcomes from these studies. The ACCC could find cartel or other anti-competitive activity that
breaches the Act. It is important to note that the ACCC has not found evidence that can be put before a court of any such
breaches in several investigations into petrol markets it has conducted previously.
Alternatively, the may find behaviour that the community considers inappropriate that is not a breach of the Act. Even if no
breaches are found, the ACCC believes such studies can play an important role as they can shine a light on specific markets
where prices are relatively high. Such exposure can influence behaviour as consumers can see where the money is being made
and seek appropriate change.
The ACCC states “Fuel producers can either respond or face a consumer backlash or even a government response if the market
is not behaving as a competitive market should. It may be, for example, that barriers to new entry are too high, or that there is a
lack of independent market participants.”
The ACCC understands that many regional communities want to be the first target of these market studies. Given the nature of
the in-depth studies however, only three can be done in any year.

AER Review of Ergon Network price proposals
due this Friday 30 January
By Warren Males, Head – Economics CANEGROWERS Qld
Submissions to the Australian Energy Regulator’s review of Ergon Network price proposals are due Friday, 30 January.
Readers are referred to our page 3 of canenews edition 19 Dec (click here) for an information story on how the AER impacts
ERGON’s tariff prices
The AER determination will set the revenue cap on the network (N) component of electricity prices for the next five years. This is
important because the N-component makes up 47% of the price paid for electricity.
CANEGROWERS Qld will be making a detailed submission. But from our experience submissions from individual farmers have a
good impact and we encourage you to make an independent submissions to the AER.
The submissions can be short. Nonetheless it would be helpful if they either drew on or included the following key points.



Ergon requests are too high. They do not properly reflect declining network demand and the incentive that proposed
increases provide to encourage the accelerated introduction of alternative energy solutions, hastening further decline in
network use.



The weighted average cost of capital (WACC) sought by Ergon is too high. It does not properly reflect the reality of declining
real interest rates that has occurred since the last reset and does not take into account the present outlook and market
expectation that interest rates are likely to move lower before they increase.



The regulated asset base (RAB) claimed by Ergon is too large and has not been reduced to properly reflect the needs of a
smaller consumption base or recently reduced reliability standards.



Ergon capex (capital expenditure) and opex (operating expenditure) asks are also too high and should be adjusted down to
reflect the reality of the rapidly changing operating environment. Simply put, the emerging operating environment will need a
smaller supply network.



It is therefore important that AER closely scrutinise the demand forecasts that underlie the Ergon proposals. The emergence
of new supply technologies and the development of more energy efficient equipment inevitably means lower network
demand.



Lower network prices are required to stimulate network demand and ensure their long term viability. Lower network prices are
also required to preserve the international competitiveness of Queensland’s export oriented industries.

If you would like to make an individual submission but need some assistance please call Warren Males at CANEGROWERS Qld
on 07 3864 6444
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CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the fight
on all issues affecting cane farmers
For the week ending 19 January 2015

Electricity


CANEGROWERS electricity campaign in the lead up to the Queensland election has
commenced.



The campaign is being run as an agricultural alliance of CANEGROWERS, the
Australian Sugar Milling Council, the Australian Sugar Industry Alliance, Australian
Cane Farmers Association, Cotton Australia, the Australian Prawn Farmers
Association, Queensland Dairyfarmers' Organisation, Queensland Farmers'
Federation and Agforce.



We are calling for immediate relief on electricity tariffs used for irrigation (seeking
prices to be cut by one third) with no further priced increases until a
comprehensive root and branch, independent review of Ergon has been
completed.

Trade


The Japan-Australia Economic Partnership Agreement entered into force last week, Thursday 15 January 2015.



Trade Minister Robb raised concerns about the sugar export subsidy issue during his visit to India.



We are working with DFAT to pressure the Indian government not to proceed with export subsidies.



A dialogue has commenced with the American Sugar Alliance to explore ways to ensure the inclusion of worthwhile new
market access for Australian sugar.

Transport - Permit




Discussions have continued with TMR on the conditions of the trial – Queensland Class 1 Agricultural Vehicles (Zone 1)
Dimension Exemption (Notice). These have covered



The practicality of signage and the option of having two Ag pilots or signage for travel critical roads



The need for signage on major or minor roads



The ban on travel over weekends and some public holidays

Further to this there have been discussions on the unworkable individual permit application system for ag vehicles over 4.0m
width. There is not resolution to any of the issues.

15

Phone: 4783 4022
Email:

sales@nqrbb.com.au

170 acre Invicta Mill Area Cane Farm
Estimated 5,500 tonne crop for 2015 year. Fallow approximately 30 acres
Pumps - one 60,000 gal/hr & one 70,000 gal/hr
Recycle pit, large shed 14m x 15m
Price - $6,500 per acre with 2015 crop
For more information click here
Phone: 4783 4022
Email:

sales@nqrbb.com.au

108 acre Pioneer Mill Area Cane Farm
2015 crop, 3 bay machinery shed, 4 bedroom lowset home,
2 good pumps, some farm machinery and implements
Cultivation area of 82 acres - spare land suits small crops
Price - $7,500 per acre with 2015 crop
Optional 58 acres for $380,000
For more information click here
Phone: 4783 4022
Email:

sales@nqrbb.com.au

58 acre Cane Farming Block on Ayr-Townsville Highway
50 acres cultivation—should cut 2,200 tonnes
No machinery, no house, no shed but good quality submersible pump
Excellent soil
Price - $6,551 per acre with 2015 crop
For more information drop into the office
Phone: 4783 4022
Email:

sales@nqrbb.com.au

8,500 tonne Cane Farm
Becoming available in February 2015
Good soil, good water, no house
Machinery and farm shed included
Price expected- $1,600,000
Call to the office for full details
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By Carla Keith & Cathy Kelly,
Industry Relationship Managers
Week ending 5 December 2014

2015 QSL Pricing Pool
Offerings
It's that time of the year again when
growers are asked to consider their
pricing options for the season ahead.
As mentioned in previous updates, QSL has moved
to consolidate this year's pool offerings based on
feedback from growers to simplify the choices
available. For the 2015 season, the QSL products
available for nomination in the lead-up to the Pricing
Declaration date (27 February 2015) are:
- QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool
- QSL Actively Managed Pool
- Individual Forward Pricing Pools (being offered by
individual millers)
- 2016 2-Season Forward Pool
- QSL Harvest Pool (mandatory)

Changes to QSL Growth Pool
Growers should note that from the 2015 season onwards the QSL Discretionary Pool and the QSL
Growth Pool have been merged with the QSL Actively
Managed Pool.
All of these pools in the 2014 season had a very similar structure, with
the only major difference being the amount of discretion available to
QSL to deviate from Passive Management Benchmark (i.e. the ability
delay or advance pricing). Growers with sugar in these pools were
seeking to give QSL a maximum level of discretion
that they were comfortable with, whilst being accountable for their own
production risk. All these pools are priced over a 14-month timeframe.
The rationalisation of these pools reflects the actual capacity of QSL
within this time frame to practically use the full amount of discretion
available, while also maintaining a reasonable level of pricing across
the season. The QSL Actively Managed Pool, with 30% discretion to
vary from the benchmark, best delivers this.

2015 QSL roadshows

- US Quota Pool (An automatic nomination is done
by your miller on your behalf)

Every year the QSL team takes to the road to help
growers learn more about our various Pricing Pools
available for the upcoming season.

Nominations for the 2015 2-Season Forward Pool
and the 2015 3-Season Forward Pool closed on 28
February 2013 and 28 February 2014 respectively.
These pools will complete their pricing over the
balance of 2015 season.

These annual grower information sessions, run in partnership with our
miller members, provide growers with a briefing on each of our Pricing
Pools as well as the opportunity to ask questions and have a chat
with QSL representatives.

The 2016 2-Season Forward Pool will be open for
nominations in February 2015. This pool is similar to
the pools priced over multiple seasons which QSL
has run in the 2013 and 2014 seasons and now
includes price triggers that will allow for additional
tonnage to be priced, should the market reach these
levels.
Although most of these pools should now be familiar
to many growers, it is strongly advised that growers
read our RSSA Marketing Guide and Product
Description Statements for more detailed information
on each of our pricing pools. These documents are
available on our website at http://www.qsl.com.au/
products-services/pricing-products/2015-season.

It’s important to note that not all millers offer all of QSL’s products,
and that each miller has its own process for collecting grower
nominations. Therefore, it is very important for growers to attend
these sessions and make sure they have all the information they need
to make informed decisions. The following dates and venues have
been confirmed, with more to follow shortly.
Region
Burdekin

Date

Time

Venue

Friday, 6 Feb

TBC

TBC
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QFF &
NFF
Updates
CANEGROWERS

is an active
member of
National Farmers’
Federation (NFF)
and Queensland
Farmers
Federation
(QFF) , a
partnership
through which we
have been able to
concentrate and
leverage
influence in areas
of importance to
the cane
industry. As part
of a range of
services, NFF &
QFF provides a
range of
information,
including weekly
cross-commodity
updates.

Less than two weeks until polling day - and still
no major ag policies
WITH only 12 days remaining until polling day, QFF is calling on all parties to release their policies
and plans for agriculture this week. There have been some announcements over the campaign
related to the sector, such as for roads, research, and the environment, but there has to date been
no specific announcement of new agricultural policies and plans. Farmers and the greater
community need a clear picture of a prospective government’s plan for this important sector of the
economy as well as sufficient time to digest policy suggestions.

All parties must spell out plan to arrest rising
electricity costs
QFF has joined with other industry organisations in naming high electricity costs as a high priority
issue for the agriculture sector. Rapidly rising electricity prices require action from an incoming
State Government, following electricity cost increases for farmers that were about 96 percent
higher compounded over the last seven years, according to a CANEGROWERS analysis.
The result is a serious threat to the profitability and productivity of intensive farming industries in
Queensland. It is undermining our national and international competitiveness and is a threat to the
future growth of the sector. To date, the Newman Government had started a process of working
with industry on proactive solutions, including the formation of the Agriculture Energy Council and a
$2.69 million program to investigate energy efficiency. These are positive and proactive measures
that start the process. But farmers are looking for a commitment from all parties that these
initiatives will be continued, just as we also need a prospective government to look at the underling
cost structures of electricity.
With the campaign having less than two weeks to run, QFF is seeking explanation from all parties
about how they will address this important issue. QFF is looking for a multi-faceted approach to
electricity prices and energy efficiency. This includes policies that look at energy efficiency, pricing
arrangements, tariff solutions, and policy.

LNP pledges a new research fund and inland
road funding
THE LNP has committed that if elected it would establish a Research to Reality Fund for
investment in research. The money will be targeted to support agriculture, construction, tourism,
health, and biotechnology. The commitment is for $90 million into the new fund over three years,
with matched support from business and universities expected to make $180 million available for
research grants. It is being financed by the early repayment of long term loans owed to the
government by universities and other research institutions.
The LNP has also pledged $375 million for upgrades to inland roads between Brisbane and Cairns,
with construction to commence in 2015. Read more here.

More details needed on Labor's Reef plan
QFF has welcomed the Labor party’s promise of extra funding to improve the health of the Great
Barrier Reef, but we were surprised at the lack of detail or new thinking in the statement.
The announcement included an additional $100M over 5 years and the formation of a
taskforce. The Queensland agricultural sector, and especially intensive industries along the
Queensland coast, continue to work with the State Government on delivering improved farm
practices that benefit the Reef. We have demonstrated this thoroughly for many years through
participation in the Australian Government Reef Program and partnerships with the State
Government such as through successful Best Management Practices programs.
The Labor Party’s announcement suggested no change to targets for improvements and it offered
insufficient indication of what the money would be spent on. It also suggests establishing a
committee that replicates – yet again – a number of existing committees that are already
undertaking this work. QFF CEO Dan Galligan said that farmers would be looking for a new
Queensland Government to work constructively with farmers on initiatives to improve water quality.
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ACCC Petrol Price Report

Pricing information
2014 Season Advances & Payments
as at 9 January 2014
$/tonne IPS
Initial *
21 August 14*
23 October 14*
18 December 14*
22 January 15
19 February 15
19 March 15
23 April 15
21 May 15
25 June 15
Final Payment

% estimated
return

$249
$275
$290
$310
$323
$333
$353
$374
$384
$394
$406

80.0%
82.5%
87.5%
92.5%
95.0%
97.5%
100%

* paid
The Advance Program is a guide only. CANEGROWERS Burdekin takes no
responsibility for its accuracy. It only applies to growers who did not forward
price for 2013 (the default method). Growers who have forward priced for
2013 will be paid the same percentage of their final expected proceeds. For
individual advance rates check your grower forecast on the Wilmar website.

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices
as at 23 January 2014
Gross

$/Tonne IPS

2014 Season
2015 Season

$413
$468

$393
$448

2016 Season

$485

$465

2017 Season

$480

$460

Estimated QSL 2014 Pool Prices
As at 16 January 2014

NFF Members have welcomed the Australian Competition and
Consumer Commission’s (ACCC) decision to monitor and
analyse the discrepancy between country and city fuel
markets.
The report released by the ACCC this week indicates the static
nature of regional petrol markets. According to the ACCC,
while average city prices fell by around 35 cents from July to
January, the gap between city and country increased from 5.7
cents to 17 cents per litre.
The ACCC study will involve both quarterly macro reports
looking at the drivers of fuel price movements in all capital
cities and around 180 regional locations, as well as at least
four market studies looking at macros issues which include
analysing the drivers of petrol prices in particular regional
markets. For more, see the NSW Farmers release here.

Murray
Darling
Basin
Constraints
Management
Strategy – Reach Reports
Towards the end of last year, the Murray Darling Basin
Authority (MDBA) released a number of “Reach Exports”,
examining constraints in key valleys under a range of flow
scenarios. The reports include information about each stretch
of river investigated and an analysis of what could be done to
address constraints.
Reaches that have been released include: Gwydir region,
Murrumbidgee, Hume to Yarrawonga, Yarrawonga to Wakool
Junction, the River Murray in South Australia, the Goulburn,
and the Lower Darling.
These technical reports are ‘works in progress’ and the MDBA
is happy to receive any feedback to improve them. For more
information, see their website here.

CHAIRS FOR HIRE
CANEGROWERS Hall Home Hill

$/Tonne IPS
GROSS
QSL Harvest Pool

$410

QSL Discretionary Pool

$438

QSL Actively Managed Pool

$441

QSL Growth Pool

$441

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool

$428

QSL US Quota Pool

$607

QSL 2014 Season Forward Pool

$420

QSL 2-season Forward Pool 2015

$452

QSL 3-season Forward Pool 2015

$443

QSL 3-season Forward Pool 2016

$454

$10 plus $0.50 per Chair
Plus GST
75 Available
To book please phone

4782 1922

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices
published on the QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated
regularly and provides a sense of how the QSL-managed pools are performing
over the current season.
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DATES TO
REMEMBER
Australia Day Public
Holiday, Monday 26
January
State election, Saturday
31 January
Co-operative
Conversations
Workshop, Tuesday 10
February @ Ayr
Neighbourhood Centre
Irrigators’ energy savers
workshop, Tuesday 17
February, 10.30am @
DAFF , 343 Old Clare
Road
2015 Pricing Nominations
close date, Monday 23
February

www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au

@BurdekinCANE

Lower Burdekin Landcare Meeting
Tuesday 3 February 2015
5.00pm
John Hy Peake Room, Burdekin Shire Council
CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd
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Contact Us
HEAD OFFICE
141 Young Street, Ayr
Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm
bdk@canegrowers.com.au
Fri: 9am - 3pm
4790 3600

Debra Burden

Wayne Smith

PROJECT
& TRAINING
CENTRE
CANEGROWERS Hall,
68 Tenth Street, Home Hill
Office Open By Appointment
4782 1922

Regional Manager

Manager: Member Services

Gary Halliday

0417 709 435
4790 3603
0428 834 802
4790 3604

SmartCane BMP Facilitator

0438 747 596

Manager: Finance & Admin

4790 3602

Tiffany Giardina

Payroll & Administration

4790 3601

Jim Kasper

Insurance Manager

Martine Bengoa

Insurance Consultant

JP (Qual)

Michelle Andrews
JP (Qual)

0408 638 518
4790 3606
4790 3605

Email address: firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au
DIRECTORS
Phil Marano
Chair

marano@bigpond.com

0404 004 371

David Lando
Deputy Chair

david@landoandsons.com.au

0417 770 345

Russell Jordan

jorfar@exemail.com.au

0427 768 479

Owen Menkens

owen_menkens@hotmail.com

0409 480 179

Steven Pilla

mpbella@bigpond.com.au

0417 071 861

Roger Piva

rogerdpiva@gmail.com

0429 483 815

Sib Torrisi

sibbyt58@bigpond.com

0429 827 196

Arthur Woods

artywoods1@bigpond.com

0415 961 945

canenews is read by the majority of Burdekin cane
farmers and their families in the Burdekin. Copies
are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS Offices,
businesses, industry, politicians, Government
Agencies and members of the community.
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CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited
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Telephone:

(07) 4790 3600

Facsimile:

(07) 4783 4914
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Disclaimer
In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us”
or “our” means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited
and our directors, officers, agents and employees.
This newsletter has been compiled in good faith by
CBL . Although we do our very best to present
information that is correct and accurate, we make
no warranties, guarantees or representations about
the suitability, reliability, currency or accuracy of the
information we present in this newsletter, for any
purposes.
Subject to any terms implied by law and which
cannot be excluded, we accept no responsibility for
any loss, damage, cost or expense incurred by you
as a result of the use of, or reliance on, any
materials and information appearing in this
newsletter. You, the user, accept sole responsibility
and risk associated with the use and results of the
information appearing in this newsletter, and you
agree that we will not be liable for any loss or
damage whatsoever (including through negligence)
arising out of, or in connection with the use of this
newsletter. We recommend that you contact CBL
before acting on any information provided in this
newsletter.

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Payroll Service
At CANEGROWERS Burdekin we take the burden out of processing
payroll, from just $1 a day* our comprehensive payroll service will
cover all your reporting requirements.
Phone Tiffany today for a quote 4790 3600
* Two employees paid fortnightly with membership discount applied.

