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Are you one of the 75%
who are not yet part of
Smartcane BMP?
invites members and guests to attend a

members information session
& lunch
Tuesday 16th February
Commencing at 11am
Ending by 2pm
CANEGROWERS Hall, Home Hill
Guest Speakers:

SRA - Neil Fisher & Ron Swindells
QSL - Carla Keith or Bryce Wenham
QRAA - Peter Crowley
Smartcane BMP - Terry Granshaw

If so the Government could have you in their sights as they
thaw out Reef Regulations.
In December, Elisa Nichols, Executive Director, Office of the
Great Barrier Reef, made it clear that the Government supports
people who are doing the right thing and they will judge that by
growers engaging with the Smartcane BMP program … the
Government is closely monitoring if growers are engaging
with Smartcane program.
Elisa stated in a meeting with Canegrowers in December “It
was clear that we all share the same desire – no one wants
fertiliser running into the reef catchment. This is a shared
responsibility and everyone has a duty.”
The latest statistics of total grower participation in Smartcane
BMP indicate that 1114 cane farming businesses (around
25%) have undertaken the SmartCane BMP benchmarking
process and that these businesses covered 191,000 ha of
cane production area. Plus 42 cane farming businesses are
now accredited for the critical 3 water quality modules
representing 13,000 ha.
To become involved contact this region’s Smartcane BMP
Facilitator Terry Granshaw on 0437 553 149.

RSVP to Tiffany on 4790 3600
or email bdk@canegrowers.com.au
by 11am Monday 14th February

OFFICE CLOSURE
The CANEGROWERS Burdekin office will be closed

Monday 25th January & Tuesday 26th January
Opening 9am on Wednesday 27th January
For any urgent CANEGROWERS enquiries contact Debra
(0417 709 435) or Wayne (0428 834 802)

2016 Pricing Nominations close
Tuesday 23rd February
We are available if you require
assistance, call the office on 4790 3600
to arrange an appointment.
Please make sure you know your grower
web log in details to access the site

For urgent insurance matters please contact
Martine on 0408 638 518
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Upgraded Wilmar
grower web

CANEGROWERS Burdekin staff are shown the new look
grower web by Wilmar’s John Carmody & James Greenwood

In response to grower feedback in relation to Wilmar’s
current grower website, Wilmar have made a number
of improvements to the site.
The new-look grower web will “go live” on Monday 1
February 2016.
The most important feature of the upgraded site for
many growers will be the ability to access it from smart
phones and tablets.
Changes have also been made to the website’s home
page to improve both its look and functionality.
Everything which is located on the current website’s
home page will continue to be available in the new
version. However, while the information will generally
be in the same location as you currently find it, the
overall look of the site will be quite different.
No changes have been made to the grower pricing
website, which will continue to be accessible through
the grower web.
Leading up to the new grower web’s “go live” date
Wilmar will provide a short reference document to help
growers navigate the site.
The upgraded website will continue to be accessible via
www.wilmargrowerweb.com but will default to Wilmar
Sugar’s mills website www.wilmarsugarmills.com from
February 1. Growers can log into their individual portal
through the log-in area which will be located on the right
side of the sugar mills website’s front page.
A temporary grower web outage will be required to
deploy the new website. This will occur on the
weekend of 30-31 January. Information about the
outage will be provided on the grower web and in other
correspondence to be issued closer to the date. In the
meantime, please continue to access the grower web in
the usual way.
If you have any questions, please contact your regional
Cane Supply Manager or any member of the Grower
Pricing Team.
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Ergon Drought Relief Benefits should apply in all
El Nino events

Canegrowers are lobbying the Government to take proactive action and apply the Ergon Drought Relief Benefits in all El Nino
Events.
Canegrowers have put to the State Government and to the Rural Debt and Drought Taskforce the nature and extent of financial
problems faced by irrigators and stressed that right now, rural and regional Queensland is in crisis due to the prevailing drought
conditions.
Canegrowers Queensland Deputy Chair, Allan Dingle is urging the taskforce to take in to consideration and implement the El Nino
drought tariff proposal Canegrowers developed and presented to the Palaszczuk Government at the Community Cabinet meeting
held in Bundaberg in October.
According to Mr Dingle the Queensland government’s current policy with respect to the Ergon Drought Relief Benefits is to have
fixed charges associated with electricity used to pump water for farm or irrigation purposes waived only for the period of the
region is drought declaration.
Canegrowers proposal is that by proactively extending this policy to include periods of El Niño this will maintain the
economic viability of Queensland’s irrigated agricultural sector during and throughout the period of below average rainfall at no
more cost to government.
Mr Dingle has been quoted “We reckon that it would be more beneficial to
take proactive action by waiving fixed charges on irrigation tariffs and
providing deferred payment options for those facing financial hardship for the
duration of an El Niño. This is a win-win policy proposal, with growers
maintaining yields, millers obtaining the throughput, regional economies
maintaining economic activity and Ergon and the Queensland Government
receiving additional revenue from increased electricity use.
In rural and
regional Queensland, householders, farmers and small business have no
choice. In some cane regions irrigators have turned off their pumps and
seen production plummet, while households and small business have cut
their budgets to the bone or simply run up debt. We are forced to use
ERGON, and pay outrageous electricity costs, or go off-grid. In Bundaberg
one cane farmer has made a huge investment to convert to solar” (click here).
As raised with the Taskforce by Debra Burden in Ayr last week, sustainably maximising productivity also improves profitability and
therefore allows farmers to put away money in the good years so they have the ability to deal with adversity when it arises.
This is where availability of water and power at sustainable prices becomes crucial.
agriculture's ability to cope with adversity.

Both measures would strengthen

Canegrowers have also put a proposal to the State Government for a 30% reduction in the recently tariffs. This proposal is
supported by a business model that shows this is not only possible but absolutely essential for Queensland’s future prosperity.

Have you applied to Ergon
for drought assistance?

Click here for the Ergon Drought relief Application Form, all
the information you need can be found on your electricity
bills.
Complete the form and return to Ergon, they will back date
the application to when the Shire was drought declared on
the 1st November 2015.

Energy savers newsletter

The latest edition of the energy savers e-newsletter is now available online by clicking here.
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Would you consider
nominating for the
Burdekin – Haughton
Local Management
Interim Board?

The Queensland Government has made the decision to
proceed with further investigations into transitioning to local
ownership and management the SunWater owned channel
irrigation scheme in the Burdekin-Haughton area.
You would need to be able to commit significant time between
March and December 2016 to work with your fellow Directors to
carry out additional investigations, prepare revised business
proposals and engage with stakeholders.
The Board roles are remunerated in line with Government
policy and nominations close on Monday 8th February.
Click here for the Position Description.

“care for Country so
that Country can care
for us’

The Burdekin Dry Tropics Natural
Resource Management Plan sets out
the strategic direction for how we will
work together to combine our knowledge
and experience to protect and
sustainably use our natural resources
over the next 10 years.
The plan
identifies our natural assets, as well as
how to manage threats and capitalise on
opportunities to ensure they will be around for future
generations. Good decisions will enhance and protect natural
resources, stimulate renewable natural resource production and
make use of non-renewable resources, without compromising
the socio-ecological system.
The people who live and work in the region and whose health,
wealth and wellbeing depend on its natural resources, own this
plan …be very clear this plan is not the plan of NRM
company NQ Dry Tropics ….it is a plan owned by this
regions people.
Now is the time for you to ensure you have input into the draft
Burdekin Natural Resource Management Plan (Click here to
access a copy of the draft plan).
The community consultation process for the draft Burdekin
Natural Resource Management Plan is underway and a
workshop will be held in Ayr on Monday 8 Feb. RSVP by 1st
Feb to Jess Carver at jesseca.carver@nqdrytropics.com.au or
by calling 07 4724 3544. Once Jess has an indication of
numbers, further information on the venue and timing will be
forwarded to the rsvp list.
If you prefer you could “Have Your Say” by completing the
online survey (click here).

Ayr Community
Consultation Meeting
8 February
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Quad bikes are still a farmer's worst enemy
claiming most lives in 2015
By Lara Webster, ABC Qld Country Hour

Quad bikes are again a farmer's number one enemy — for the
fifth consecutive year.
A report from the Australian Centre for Agricultural Health and
Safety has shown 69 people lost their lives on farms last year, up
from 54 in 2014.
Quad bikes and tractors accounted for 40 per cent of those
deaths, with 9 per cent being children.
It was quad bikes that were at the top of the list, with 15 people
killed while using the vehicles in 2015, compared to 12 the year
before.
Australian Centre for Agricultural Health and Safety Associate
Professor Tony Lower said it was frustrating to see the numbers.

He said the emotional toll on families, friends and communities as a result of farm accidents involving quad bikes was
indescribable.
"Look at any death regardless of whether it is a farm-related death, an on-road death or some incident where something is not
expected ... I think everybody would have experienced that in one way or another and knows the impact it has," Mr Lower said.
He also said people who were not killed were often left with life-long injuries.
"We see some serious and really terrible trauma that does occur, and this has an impact that flows right on down through not just
the family but also the community," Mr Lower said.
"These people are not able to undertake work and family life and social activities in the way in which they normally would, and that
has a major impact on the way they lead their life."
Need new safety measures in place now
Two coronial inquests into quad bike deaths were held last year, one in Queensland and one in New South Wales.
The Queensland inquest heard that one in five people killed in a quad bike accident in Australia was a child.
Suggestions were made to ban children under the age of 16 from riding the vehicles and other safety measures included
mandatory licensing, roll bars, safety rating systems and specialised training.
According to Mr Lower all of these suggestions would save lives.
"All of those things in combination would actually make a difference, there is no one single panacea that is going to make a
difference."
Director of Quadsafe Australia, Colin Lawson, did not agree with the recommendation that children should be banned from riding
quad bikes during the inquest, and said that view had not changed.
Instead, he said helmets would be the best protection for children and adults.
"The helmet that is currently available, that people are using, is designed for a Harley Davidson on the bitumen to be used at 100
kilometres an hour," Mr Lawson said.
"They don't really work in hot, slow [conditions]... for example following cattle. They are just too hot to wear.
"Once slightly harsher rules are enforced to say everyone needs to be wearing a helmet if you are operating one [a quad bike] in a
work place situation, then the market would follow and there would be more appropriate helmets being used."
Continues next page
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Quad bikes are still a
farmer's worst enemy
claiming most lives in
2015 continued

Recycling Trial of one
use Fertiliser Bags
ends on 31st January

He said he would also like to see specific training programs for
farmers, with government subsidies available to encourage
more people to engage.
"Dairy farmers [for example] generally operate quad bikes
twice a day, every day and they know how to operate a quad
bike in the sense that they know where the accelerator is, they
know how the brakes work," Mr Lawson said.
"What we need to do is come up with a training package that is
relevant and is going to have the uptake of farmers.
"Currently there is no subsidy for quad bike [training] at all, so
that really is the next most important thing."
Mr Lower said while he agreed training was necessary, the
was no evidence to suggest it would reduce deaths or
accidents in any great manner.
He said trying to eliminate the regular use of quad bikes with
other vehicles, such as side-by-side varieties, would be most
useful.
Quad bikes an essential farm tool
However AgForce Queensland vice president Georgie
Somerset said quad bikes were a necessary tool on the farm.
She said agricultural industries, from horticultural to beef and
everything in between, needed quad bikes for a range of tasks.
What Ms Somerset and AgForce Queensland would like to see
is a safety rating system, which was a recommendation made
by the peak lobby group during the Queensland coronial
inquest.
Ms Somerset said the major problem was that quad bikes were
not all-terrain vehicles.

Local recyclers Dimitrios and Peter of AMDETT

The trial recycling program by Farm Waste Recovery of one
use fertiliser bags is coming to an end at the end of January.
The bags will then be collected by processors and recycled.
The trial looks set to collect around 80,000 bags from
throughout North Queensland.
Farm Waste spokesperson Stephen Richards said he was
amazed at the result and congratulated farmers on their efforts
to recycle waste from their industry.
Farm Waste Recovery has engaged our local recycling
specialists AMDETT to collect bags in the Burdekin region.
AMDETT is owned by local cane farmer brothers Dimitro and
Peter Papadimitriou.
Although growers are encouraged to recycle their one use
fertiliser bags before the trial ends on 31st Jan, AMDETT’s free
recycling service continues after this date. To recycle all
recyclable plastic materials including chemical drums, fertiliser
bags, old fluming and poly pipe; just drop them off at
Greenacres, next to the United Service Station or phone to
discuss drop off or collection on Dimitrios 0407 690 698 or
Peter 0408 702 123.

"We want our producers to be able to purchase a quad bike
that they understand is fit for the purpose that they are going to
use it.
"At the moment we seem to not have that clarity around how
safe certain models are for the purpose that they are going to
be used," she said.
"I walk in and buy a fridge and I know how efficient it is and I
buy vehicles knowing how safe they are, [but] I cannot
currently go in and buy a quad bike with a safety rating."
Ms Somerset said she would like to see the quad bike industry
engage with AgForce on the idea of safety ratings.
She said AgForce Queensland would still not support any
move towards mandatory licensing or bans on children.
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Do you belong in this photo?
Contact Chair Phil Marano (0400 004 371) or
Company Secretary Debra Burden (0417 709 435)
to find out more information on becoming a

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Director
Nominations open Friday 29/01/2016

EXCLUSIVE
MEMBER
OFFERS
Are you a member of Qantas club?
CANGROWERS members can access a discounted rate of $399 per annuam
using the CANEGROWERS corporate number.
If you would like to use this special member deal email
bdk@canegrowers.com.au and request the Qantas corporate number, then
when renewing quote this number for the discount to be applied.

Discounted online training
Members of CANEGROWERS Burdekin can access the online courses for a
discounted price.
Courses Available
“Safe working near electrical assets in the rural industry”
Participate in OHS Processes
Farm Safety for Farm Managers
Members receive the discounted price of $50 with non-members paying $100.
To register phone Tiffany on 47903600
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CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the
fight on all issues affecting cane farmers
For the week ending 18 January 2015

Electricity


CANEGROWERS participated in QFF Energy Savers Plus program update meeting. Of the 34 audits of irrigation systems
undertaken, nine have been completed and are producing energy savings for the growers, a further 19 are a work in progress
and six are not proceeding.

 QFF is looking for irrigators to participate in the program’s next phase.


The meeting also received presentations from five different organisations offering proposals to finance energy efficiency and
renewable energy projects, including:

 The Clean Energy Finance Corporation (Commonwealth government).
 QRAA has concessional finance available to fund projects (up to $650,000) to improve productivity. This includes lending
for energy efficiency.

 Webster’s Group (private firm) offers off balance sheet financing.
 Global Clean Energy Finance (private) offers off balance sheet financing.
 Australian Renewable Energy Agency (Commonwealth government).


CANEGROWERS completed a submission to Ergon Energy’s network tariff structure statement and the Australian Energy
Regulator’s (AER) review of that same statement. The work was completed under a project funded by Energy Consumers
Australia has been completed.



CANEGROWERS met with the Qld Department of Energy and Water Supply (DEWS) and Ergon to progress the policy
initiative to electricity tariffs for irrigation reduced during El Niño declared periods. The parties agreed to continue consider
and analyse the proposal with a further meeting scheduled for the middle.

Marketing
CANEGROWERS and ACFA met QSL for a preliminary discussion around possible frameworks that will enable grower choice
under the Sugar Industry (Real Choice in Marketing) Act 2015.
Smartcane BMP



Latest statistics of grower participation:

 1114 businesses benchmarked, covering 191,000 ha of cane production area
 42 businesses accredited, covering 13,000 ha


12-month report is being prepared for the Department of Environment and Heritage Protection including a revision of the
project plan and communication strategy.

Transport


CANEGROWERS met with Transport and Main Roads (TMR) and Queensland Police representatives to discuss the
evaluation of the trial notice for 3.5m to 4.0m width agricultural vehicles.



CANEGROWERS presented data on the expected volume of vehicles and movements and the need for a notice to replace
the trial. The trial notice has been extended to 31 August 2016.



Despite our request there was no agreement to take roadside signage out of the conditions for travel on critical roads.
CANEGROWERS has been informed that TMR and police require more information on the evaluation of the trial.



CANEGROWERS will continue working with relevant agencies on this matter but we will also be seeking to now raise the
issue with relevant Ministers in briefings that are to be arranged.



The change from zone 1 to zone 2 conditions has been agreed by all regional councils however the police have not approved
this. This approval is also linked to the reclassification of roads (hopefully changing some critical to major) completed by
TMR.
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Pricing information
2015 Season Advances & Payments
as at 11 January 2016
$/tonne IPS

Waterfind Burdekin
Haughton WSS Water
Market Summary
As at 18 January 2016

Initial *
20 August 15*
22 October 15*
17 December 15*
21 January 16
18 February 16
17 March 16
21 April 16
19 May 16
23 June 16
Final Payment

% estimated
return

$227
$243
$266
$304
$314
$324
$334
$344
$354
$373
$392

80.0%
82.5%
85.0%
87.5%
90.0%
95.0%
100%

* paid
The Advance Program is a guide only. CANEGROWERS Burdekin takes no
responsibility for its accuracy. It only applies to growers who did not forward
price for 2015 (the default method). Growers who have forward priced for
2015 will be paid the same percentage of their final expected proceeds. For
individual advance rates check your grower forecast on the Wilmar website.

Allocations
Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices
as at 22 January 2016

Dam Storage

Gross

$/Tonne IPS
Net

2015 Season
2016 Season

$436
$447

$416
$427

2017 Season

$440

$420

2018 Season

$434

$414

Estimated QSL 2015 Pool Prices
As at 15 January 2016
The above information is provided by Waterfind.
The
information provided is of a general nature only and must not
be relied upon in substitution for professional advice.
Waterfind accepts no responsibility for the accuracy,
completeness or timeliness of any information provided. For
more information click here.

Decreased by 0.6% in the last week

42.1%

21 Jan 2016

$/Tonne IPS
GROSS
QSL Harvest Pool

$392

QSL Actively Managed Pool

$422

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool

$408

QSL US Quota Pool

$715

QSL 2-season Forward Pool 2015

$440

QSL 3-season Forward Pool 2015

$447

QSL 2-season Forward Pool 2016

$464

QSL 3-season Forward Pool 2016

$475

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices
published on the QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated
regularly and provides a sense of how the QSL-managed pools are performing
over the current season.
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Please join The Lower Burdekin Wetland
Steering Committee for

DATES TO
REMEMBER

World Wetlands

Sugar Industry Calendar
Click here

Tuesday, February 2nd
5pm—7.30 pm
Burdekin Library, Graham St, Ayr

CANEGROWERS
Burdekin Member
Information Forum,
Tuesday 16 February,
11am @
CANEGROWERS Hall

www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au

ay

5—6pm Landcare Meeting
6pm—7.30pm
 Presentation - Burdekin School Wetland
Photography Competition Winners


Public Video Launch:

‘Why sugar cane growers restore wetlands
in the Burdekin’
 Guest Speaker: Dr Ian Mcleod, Senior
“The Science of Story Telling’
Senior Research Scientist James Cook
University/Director of Cinematic Science
 Refreshments/Wetland Display

Landcare Meeting
Tuesday 2nd February
5.00 - 6.00pm
Burdekin Library
108 Graham Street, Ayr

@BurdekinCANE

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd

Would you like to
advertise in

canenews?
Email
bdk@canegrowers.com.au

to receive more
information
Click here for Registration form
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QFF
Updates
CANEGROWERS

is an active
member of
Queensland
Farmers
Federation
(QFF) , a
partnership
through which we
have been able to
concentrate and
leverage
influence in areas
of importance to
the cane
industry. As part
of a range of
services QFF
provides a range
of information,
including weekly
cross-commodity
updates.

QFF 10 things to know
1.

The federal government's 'Backpacker tax' will hurt Queensland producers, farmers and
communities. See QFF President Stuart Armitage's QCL column on the damaging tax HERE

2.

QFF CEO Ruth Wade was at last week's Queensland Rural Debt and Drought
Taskforce forums. See the reaction from local farmers and producers. News clip from the Ayr
forum HERE.

3.

QFF ‘talks dirty’ with its top 5 tips on caring for your soil in Rural Weekly. In 2015 your soil
looked after you, the least you could do in 2016 is return the favour.

4.

GrainGrowers and QFF industry member Cotton Australia have called on growers to apply
common sense when spraying, following significant damage to the national cotton crop from offtarget spray drift. Joint release HERE

5.

Quad bikes are still a farmer's worst enemy claiming most lives in 2015. It is the fifth
consecutive year that quad bikes were the number one killer of farmers nationally.

6.

Twenty four councils across Queensland are now eligible to receive assistance under the
Natural Disaster Relief and Recovery Arrangements (NDRRA). See Queensland Government
statement HERE. More information HERE.

7.

The Queensland tick consultation has been extended. The decision was made
after heated public meetings along the tick line. QFF industry Member Queensland
Dairyfarmers Organisation (QDO) has encouraged its members to make a submission HERE

8.

QFF President Stuart Armitage guided Agriculture Minister Leanne Donaldson around the
recent storm damage on the Darling Downs. Opposition Agriculture spokesperson Deb
Frecklington and local State MP Pat Weir also inspected the damage.

9.

Positive news for growers in the St George region with the Beardmore Dam levels improving.
The mixture of storm activity and gentle rain was ideal for cotton crops and water catchment.

10. Agriculture has the 4th highest number of employees overweight according to a recent
Australian Bureau of statistics report. Come on Ag, get active!

Exclusive offer to
members of
CANEGROWERS
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Contact Us
HEAD OFFICE
141 Young Street, Ayr
bdk@canegrowers.com.au
Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm
Fri: 9am - 3pm
4790 3600

Debra Burden

canenews is read by the majority of Burdekin cane
farmers and their families in the Burdekin. Copies
are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS Offices,
businesses, industry, politicians, Government
Agencies and members of the community.
PROJECT & TRAINING CENTRE
CANEGROWERS Hall,
68 Tenth Street, Home Hill

General Manager

Wayne Smith

Manager: Member Services

Michelle Andrews

Manager: Finance & Admin

0417 709 435
4790 3603
0428 834 802
4790 3604

Payroll & Administration

Martine Bengoa

Insurance Consultant

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited
ABN:

43 114 632 325

Postal Address: PO Box 933, AYR QLD 4807
Telephone:

(07) 4790 3600

Facsimile:

(07) 4783 4914

Email:

bdk@canegrowers.com.au

4790 3602

JP (Qual)

Tiffany Giardina

Published Weekly by:

4790 3601
4790 3605
0408 638 518

Email address: firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au
DIRECTORS
Phil Marano
Chair

marano@bigpond.com

0404 004 371

David Lando
Deputy Chair

david@landoandsons.com.au

0417 770 345

Russell Jordan

jorfar@exemail.com.au

0427 768 479

Owen Menkens

owen_menkens@hotmail.com

0409 480 179

Steven Pilla

mpbella@bigpond.com.au

0417 071 861

Roger Piva

rogerdpiva@gmail.com

0429 483 815

Sib Torrisi

sibbyt58@bigpond.com

0429 827 196

Arthur Woods

artywoods1@bigpond.com

0415 961 945

Please direct all advertising enquiries and materials
to the above.

isclaimer
In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our”
means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our
directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter
has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do
our very best to present information that is correct and
accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or
representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or
accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter,
for any purposes.
Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be
excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss,
damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of
the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information
appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole
responsibility and risk associated with the use and results
of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you
agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage
whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of,
or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We
recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any
information provided in this newsletter.

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Payroll Service
At CANEGROWERS Burdekin we take the burden out of processing
payroll, from just $1 a day* our comprehensive payroll service will
cover all your reporting requirements.
Phone Tiffany today for a quote 4790 3600
* Two employees paid fortnightly with membership discount applied.

