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The peak weekly newsletter for cane farmers in the Burdekin 

Cyclone Dylan on track to hit the Burdekin 
As we distribute this weeks edition of canenews, category 1 Cyclone  Dylan is headed our way.  The cyclone is expected to cross 

the coast early tomorrow morning, which may result in flash flooding to the area.  We are hoping that the cane will get a good 

drink, with no damage to the town and crops. 

A cyclone tracking map and advice is available here. 

http://www.emergency.qld.gov.au/emq/css/pdf/cyclone_tracking_map.pdf
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Quick Facts 

Australia is the 3rd 

largest raw sugar 

supplier in the word. 

Sugarcane is the 7th 

largest agricultural 

exporter in Australia. 

80% of sugar is 

exported. 

Scan on your 
smartphone to 
download our 

app 

@BurdekinCANE 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd 

www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au 

BPS & Farmacist shed meetings 
Burdekin Productivity Services in conjunction with Farmacist will be 

hosting a round of shed meetings in the Burdekin to discuss topics 

including nutrition, new nitrogen products, Yellow Canopy syndrome, 

insecticides, Reef Rescue and seed cane plots. 

Mon 3 Feb 10.00am Dalbeg Dalbeg Inn 

Mon 3 Feb 1.00pm Millaroo J Cambruzzi 

    

Fri 21 Feb 8.30am Leichhardt L Brotto 

Fri 21 Feb 1.00pm Upper Haughton/Stockham Rd M Mio (Shadforth) 

    

Fri 28 Feb 8.30am Jardine/Barratta L Smith 

Fri 28 Feb 1.00pm Mulgrave/Clare Clare Club 

    

Mon 3 Mar 8.30am Selkirk/Bartlett T Pontarelli 

Mon 3 Mar 1.00pm Giru/Shirbourne D Poletto 

    

Mon 10 
Mar 8.30am Osbourne/Causeway/Marshalls L Michelin 

Tue 11 Mar 8.30am Inkerman/Koolkuna/Iona/Fredericksfield G Mackelroy 

Thur 13 
Mar 8.30am Down River/Ramsdens N Pitris 

Thur 13 
Mar 1.00pm Darvenezia/Groper Creek B Santarossa 

Fri 14 Mar 8.30am 
Pioneer Mill/Colevale/Kalamia Estate & 
Town B Lago 

    

Mon 17 
Mar 8.30am Airdmillan/Burstalls N Formilan 

Mon 17 
Mar 1.00pm Waterview/Sextons/Aerodrome E Pearce 

Tue 18 Mar 8.30am Dicks Bank/McDesme/Airville BPS Whitson's Plot 

Tue 18 Mar 1.00pm Jarvisfield/Kilrie Quartermaine 

Thur 20 
Mar 8.30am Rita Island SES Shed 

New Wilmar 
Transport 
Operations 
Manager takes up 
position 
Peter Luke accompanied by newly appointed Cane Supply Manager Steve Postma met 

with Burdekin CANEGROWERS Regional Manager Debra Burden and Member Services 

Manager Wayne Smith this week. 

Peter and Steve explained that there has been some realignment of duties and 

responsibilities associated with their positions in the new appointments. 

Debra and Wayne took the opportunity to give Peter and Steve and overview of the cane 

farmers  membership in the Burdekin and the withdrawal of services previously provided by 

Burdekin CANEGROWERS for the region for siding inductions, safety audits, high floatation 

tyres review and lobbying against covered loads for haul out trucks that were previously 

carried out by Gary Halliday in his previous position of Training and Compliance Manager. 

Peter said that in his new role he will be involved in a Wilmar human resource group and 

will also advise on issues in the Cane Supply and Transport section. 

Steve said that he has commenced working with Wilmar Logistics Manager Dave Langham 

to carry out an assessment on the future of cane delivery in the Burdekin. 

Peter Luke, Wayne Smith & Steve Postma 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Canegrowers-Burdekin-Limited/365513130247968?ref=hl
https://twitter.com/burdekincane
http://www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au
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CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the 
fight on all issues affecting cane farmers businesses 

as at 28 January 2014 

RFA Townsville shed compliant 
 Ravensdown Fertiliser Australia has advised that Fire & Safety Queensland has certified compliancy for its Townsville 

store.  RFA is now working through transitioning the completed building into full ownership.  Full ownership will provide for 

greater storage capacity for RFA’s storage, blending and distribution of product.  CANEGROWERS assisted RFA in 

achieving the compliancy. This is s significant and long awaited step into improving the efficiency of the site and ensuring 

orders are dispatched on time. 

Electricity 
 CANEGROWERS has responded to the Tariff Implementation Report prepared by Frontier Economics for Ergon.  

 We are continuing to present the case for the development of a suite of network tariffs for electricity used in irrigation for food 

and fibre production, arguing irrigators should be recognised as a separate class of customers vital to ensure the viability of 

irrigated agriculture in Queensland.  

 Efficiently designed irrigation tariffs will encourage increased network use in off-peak times, expand the productive capacity of 

Queensland’s agricultural sector and play an integral role in delivering the Queensland Government’s vision of a 4-pillar 

economy. 

Trade 
 In the past week CANEGROWERS met with National Farmers Federation President, Brent Finlay, and Manager - Economics 

and Trade, Tony Mahar, to coordinate efforts to position agriculture as a centrepiece of the ongoing Trans Pacific Partnership 

negotiation. 

Water  
 Irrigation water shortage issues are arising in some areas.  CANEGROWERS is pursuing the issue with senior management 

in SunWater, it is important for those irrigators affected to ensure they have peak flow entitlements.  In some areas water 

entitlements are to supplementary flows. In these cases flows could be significantly curtailed in periods of peak demand.  

Water – LMA 
 Phase 2 of the LMA irrigation project is proceeding.  The engineering due diligence for most schemes has been completed 

and for others is close to conclusion.  The target date for the interim boards to complete their business case is 31 March. 

 There will be a period of local engagement to gauge support for the proposals ahead of the LMA Project Leader submitting 

her final report to government by the end of June. 

 The government’s strong support for LMA process continues.   

Transport 
 CANEGROWERS recently attended the “Investing in Heavy Vehicle Safety Workshop” organised by  the Department of 

Transport and Main Roads. The purpose of the workshop was to chart a path to improve the safety of all road users who in-

teract with heavy vehicles in 2014 and beyond. It was widely acknowledged that the sugarcane industry is very proactive with 

road safety and had a very low incident rate compared to other industries.  

 REMINDER: all Harvesting Fleet Review questionnaires are asked to be returned by 31 January. 
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Electrical safety changes a  

reminder for farm safety 
From 1 January 2014, there will be changes to Queensland electrical safety 

codes of practice to align the codes with the updated electrical safety legislation.  

The Electrical Safety Act 2002 remains unchanged however the Electrical Safety 

Regulation 2002 has been updated to the Electrical Safety Regulation 2013. 

Codes of Practice changes include: 

 The new Electrical Safety Code of Practice 2013 – Managing Electrical Risks 

in the Workplace it replaces the Electrical Safety Code of Practice 2010 – 

Electrical Work. 

The new code is based on the national model code but retains the existing 

Queensland test and tag and safety switch requirements. This means no real 

change in application for farmers, as farmers still have the option of using 

“safety switches” (RCDs) either hardwired or portable for any plug in tools or 

testing and tagging all leads and tools every 12 months. Regardless of what 

system is used, all leads and power tools should be visually inspected 

regularly (ideally before use) to ensure there is no damage to leads or 

casings. Any unsafe items should be immediately taken out of use and 

tagged or made inoperable till they can be repaired or replaced. Safety 

switches should also be tested regularly to ensure they are “tripping” 

correctly. 

 The previous existing code, the Electrical Safety Code of Practice 2010 – 

Working Near Exposed Live Parts is updated and renamed Electrical Safety 

Code of Practice 2010 – Working Near Overhead and Underground Electric 

Lines and better reflects the content of the code. The renamed code retains 

existing exclusion zone distances and authorised/instructed person 

requirements. 

 The existing Electrical Safety Code of Practice 2010 – Electrical Equipment 

Rural industry and the Electrical Safety Code of Practice 2010 – Works are 

updated and retain existing requirements. 

In addition, the Electrical Safety Code of Practice 2010 – Risk Management will 

be repealed as risk management is already covered under the How to Manage 

Work Health and Safety Risks Code of Practice 2011. 

A copy of the new and amended codes and a summary of changes to the 

amended codes are available from the ‘Changes to the electrical safety laws’ web 

page.   

 

CANEGROWERS 
Insurance 
Services 

CANEGROWERS Insurance  

do more than just Farm.   

We also provide tailored 

Business Solutions whilst still 

catering for all your  

Personal Insurance needs. 

Burdekin Insurance 

Manager Glyn 

Arundale has over 

12 years experience 

in the UK and 

Australia.  

 

 

Assisted by well 

known local  

Insurance 

Consultant  

Martine Bengoa. 
 

 

Contact us for more information 

or to arrange a free consultation. 

 

141 Young Street, Ayr 

 

Ph 4790 3600  

 

Fax 4783 4914 

 

glyn_arundale@canegrowers.com.au  

martine_bengoa@canegrowers.com.au 

Authorised Representative for NAS Insurance 

Brokers (ABN 60 096 916 184) AFS License No 

233750 

Insurance claims 

Due to the potential large number of claims with the impending cyclone it is 

recommended that users of CANEGROWERS Insurance Services contact the 

insurance company direct to lodge a claim, then contact Glyn or Martine with the 

details so they can participate in the prompt resolution of claims. 

CGU - 13 24 80 

claims@cgu.cm.au 

Vero - 1300 888 073 

lodgeclaim@vero.com.au 

QBE - 1800 023 387 Allianz - 1300 300 573 

http://www.justice.qld.gov.au/fair-and-safe-work/electrical-safety/laws-and-compliance/changes-to-the-electrical-safety-laws
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There is speculation about the possible reduction or removal of the STC Government 

rebate that all residential and commercial solar systems purchasers currently enjoy.  

Every solar system installed receives an STC (Small-scale Technology Certificate) 

rebate up front at the point of sale according to the size of the solar array (rated out-

put of solar panels).  

Without this rebate your solar system will go up in cost as indicated below.  This is a lot 

of money. 

This price has recently fluctuated between $36 and $39. At $36.40 the STCs are worth 

a rebate of: 

 5kW = $3,750 

 10kW = $7,500 

 15kW = $11,250 

 20kW = $15,000 

 25kW = $18,750 

 30kW = $22,500 

DON’T MISS OUT ON THIS MONEY AS IT CAN BE RE-

MOVED WITHOUT WARNING.  

CALL HORAN & BIRD TODAY! 

4783 7555 

No more UD 

licenses from 1 

January 2014 

The Queensland Government is 
reforming the way drivers are licensed 
across the state and as part of the 
Queensland Government’s red-tape 
reduction agenda, the UD license has 
been abolished.  

Operators of “undefined” vehicles, such 
as tractors, harvesters and other 
purpose built farm machinery no longer 
require a UD license. These vehicles 
can now be operated on a standard car 
license (C-Class license). 

Under the proposed reforms to UD 
licenses, there are several important 
points to consider: 

 To drive a specially constructed 

vehicle (including tractors, 
harvesters etc.) the operator will 
not require a UD license 

 All specially constructed vehicles 

can be driven using a standard C-
class license.  

 P-1 and P-2 provisional license 

holders will be able to operate a 
specially constructed vehicle; 
provided the P-1 and P-2 signs are 
displayed and other requirements 
are followed.  

 Trucks or vehicles with a truck 

chassis still require a HR (Heavy 
Rigid) license.  

 These proposed reforms were 
enacted on 1 January 2014. This 
means operators will NOT 
require UD licenses for the 2014 

harvesting season.  

 All issued UD licences will not be 

recalled or cancelled – they will 
simply not be required for operation 
of specially constructed vehicles in 
Queensland.  

IMPORTANT: The removal of the legal 
requirement to obtain a UD license does 
not remove obligations of employers to 
appropriately train their employees in 
operation of a special constructed 
vehicle. Employers will still be required 
to train their employees in all other 
occupational health and safety aspects 
of operating heavy machinery, before 
the start of the season. 
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QSL update 
By Carla Keith, QSL Industry Relationship Manager 

for week ending 31 January 2014 

This week QSL started our annual grower information sessions 
with members in the Burdekin, Herbert and Isis. Next week we 
will be visiting growers in Mackay, Proserpine, Tablelands, 
Mulgrave, Babinda, Innisfail and Tully. These sessions give 
growers the opportunity to hear about the range of QSL 
pooling options for 2014 and ask any questions. This year, we 
will be offering the same range of pooling options as in 2013, 
as members have told us they offer the right mix of options 
with varied risk appetites. During our road show presentation, 
we explore what needs to be considered when making 
decisions about how your sugar is priced. Overviews of the 
topics covered are below:  

Pooling arrangement vs. individual forward pricing  

Pools allow you to participate in the market over a defined 
timeframe and this is dependant on whether you choose a 
committed or uncommitted pool (Harvest Pool). Committed 
pools generally give greater pricing flexibility. Individual 
forward pricing on the other hand provides you with a 
guaranteed outcome. It does require you to guarantee your 
tonnage and does limit participation in the market over a 
period of time.  

How much sugar will I produce this season?  

QSL has committed and uncommitted pools and certain 
allocations must be made. Up-to five per cent of total raw 
sugar produced will be allocated to the US Quota Pool and a 

minimum of 35 per cent allocated to the Harvest Pool. The 
remainder of total raw sugar produced can be allocated to one 
or a number of the other committed QSL pools. Importantly, 
any sugar allocated to a committed pool must contractually be 
supplied regardless of crop variations or any other events that 
may impact supply. In contrast, the Harvest Pool is the only 
uncommitted pool where there is no obligation to deliver raw 
sugar allocated to this pool unless it is produced. 

How much risk am I willing to take when it comes to pricing on 
the volatile market?  

Pricing risk is measured relative to the likelihood that the 
pool’s final price could be more or less than the average 
market price during the season. This market price assumes 
pricing occurs evenly from Pricing Declaration Date over the 
life of the pool. Each pool provides a bandwidth or percentage 
in which our pricing team is able take discretion above or 
below the benchmark.  

If you cannot make it to a session in your area, or you would 
like to discuss our pools one-on-one, please don’t hesitate to 
contact either Cathy or myself. Pool description statements 
for each of our pools are available on the QSL website and for 
those wanting more detailed information about the QSL 
system and pools, I strongly encourage you to read our 2014 
RSSA Marketing Guide, which is now available from our 
website – www.qsl.com.au. 

Declining sugar price 
By Bryce Wenham, Finance Manager 

for week ending 31 January 2014 

It has not been a happy start to the New Year for the sugar 
price with the market spiralling downwards.  The sugar price 
has fallen from 17 c/lb levels prior to Christmas to below 15 c/
lb. Unfortunately, the recent depreciation of the Australian 
dollar has not been sufficient to offset the declining sugar 
price.  

The structure of the QSL pools means that the majority of 
them have been heavily priced to-date (more than 80% priced) 
with the exception of the Harvest Pool where around 30% 
remains to be priced. The nature of the Harvest Pool means 
that it is vulnerable to in-season crop fluctuations and the 
Production Buffer, designed to manage crop shortfalls 
experienced in the season, isn’t priced or sold until it is 
delivered to the terminals towards the end of the year. This 
means a significant quantity of pricing is undertaken in this 
pool later compared to others, which makes it exposed to 
world sugar prices at the back-end of the season. Therefore, 
advance payments in relation to the Harvest Pool are currently 
being affected by the low sugar futures price. 
 
QSL acknowledges that the Christmas/New Year period is a 
crucial time for growers in preparing for the upcoming season. 
Last year, we recognised that the volatile market was starting 

to shift downwards and in response we increased the 
percentage rates during the Christmas/New Year period so 
that ongoing payments could still be made. With the sugar 
price continuing to fall, we will be approaching our Board 
again to increase the rates for March however it should be 
noted that if the market continues to decline then those in the 
Harvest Pool may receive minimal payments in April/May.  

This is due to the fact that up until December, growers 
received payments based on the weighted average price for 
the sugar supplied across all of their mills’ nominated pools. 
With better prices throughout the beginning of the year, it is 
looking like the end price for the Harvest Pool will be below 
the weighted average and therefore Advance Payments need 
to be adjusted down so that overpayment does not occur. We 
will keep you updated.  

Selecting the Harvest Pool means you avoid any production 
risks (weather or disease) that may affect the amount of 
tonnage you can supply. It does however carry a high level of 
price risk, the highest of all the pools, with a significant portion 
of pricing conducted at the back-end of the season. This 
should be a key consideration when making pricing decisions 
and is one we will explore in our upcoming road shows. 
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QSL market update 
By Ginette Barrett,  

QSL Liquidity Manager 
Sugar  
 
The raw sugar futures market is struggling to keep its head above 15c/lb, the price reaching as low as 14.97c/lb before closing 

the fortnight at 15.22c/lb. Sugar fundamentals have not hugely changed yet more sugar keeps appearing on the market.    

Key market themes at present include: 

 The Indian government continues to delay making a decision as to how much subsidy to grant to raw sugar exports and there 

are suggestions it could lead to an additional 4m tonnes of sugar onto the market. Further delays may put the whole subsidy 

on hold, particularly with an upcoming election and with the crop already well underway. 

 The Brazilian Real continues to trade lower and the Thai Baht and Indian Rupee are following in pursuit. This lowers the 

costs of production in these countries.  

 China is not expected to buy as much sugar as initially expected but could resume stock piling if pricing continues to remain 

low.  

 The Brazilian Government has suggested it may raise the amount of ethanol in gasoline to 27.5% from 25% which would 

increase ethanol demand.  

QSL's view is that the sugar price will remain under the 15c/lb in the short-term before it is likely to start to consolidate in the 

second half of 2014.  

Currency 
 
The Australian dollar is currently vulnerable in the market, making small surges on positive data and losing any gains on any 

negative data. What is encouraging is how easily our dollar weakened over the past two weeks as evidence of a recovering US 

economy continued to emerge. As of Friday 24 January the dollar hit a low of 86 cents to the $US. 

The outlook for the Australian dollar is positive for the sugar industry locally and we expect it to find support under 88 cents to the 

$US with pressure to the downside. The key will be the announcement from the Federal Open Market Committee (FOMC) in 

coming weeks, where the FOMC is widely expected to taper its bond purchase program which is likely to strengthen the $US 

against the Aussie dollar.  

The outlook going forward is likely to range between 85 and 90 cents to $US in the short-term with bias still to trend down in the 

medium-term. 

CANEGROWERS weather update 
The forecast rain outlook for the next 12 months for Home Hill is represented below.  To see the latest forecast click here. 

http://www.canegrowers.com.au/f/Weather/
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DATES TO 

REMEMBER 

Landcare Meeting at the 

Burdekin Shire Council, 

John Hy Peake room at 

5pm Tuesday 4 February 

Burdekin YCS Industry 

Update at the Ayr 

Showgrounds, 2pm, 

Wednesday 5 February 

Energy Efficiency Expo, 

Wednesday 12 February, 

9am-3pm at the Ayr 

Showgrounds 

Forward pricing 

nominations close Monday 

24 February 

Harvesting grouping 

applications close  Friday 

28 February 

GIVE (Grower Innovation 

Virtual Expo) is to be held  

Monday17 March to 

Thursday 20 March in 

Innisfail 

 

ARE YOU 
LOOKING FOR 
CASUAL FARM 

WORK? 

Put your name down at 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin 

by emailing 

bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

with your name and work 

experience. 

 

Classifieds are free for 

members email your ad to 

bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

FOR SALE PLANTING EQUIPMENT 

 2005 Hodge Contractor 2500 billet planter with two front toolbars 

 One for single row planting using wide chute. 

 One for dual row double disc opening planting.  

 Planter has four chains for accurate billet delivery to the toolbars. 

 Planter is for 1.83m rows and can be converted to other row spacing. 

 Planter is set up for full control from tractor cab.  

 Ss fertiliser bin or liquid tank.  

 1995 Cameco 2500 harvester for billet planting. Rubber rollers. 

 Chamberlain 4080 tractor with heavy duty tandem trailer with two 4 tonne tipper 

bins.  

 Chamberlain 4080 tractor with heavy duty tandem trailer with two 2 tonne tipper 

bins.  

Contact Ian Haigh 0418 181 335 email idhaigh@bigpond.com 

HARVESTING HAULAGE EQUIPMENT  
FOR SALE 

 
2010 JCB 3230-65 Fastrac Sugar Cane Special Tractors with  

 EHS Tri-axle triple bin trailers roll on roll off dual gauge Pioneer or Invicta 

with high flotation tyres.  

 Units would also be suitable for water tankers etc.  

Two units available and will consider splitting and selling tractors or trailers individually.  

Contact Ian Haigh 0418 181 335 email idhaigh@bigpond.com 

HARVESTER / HAULOUT WORK WANTED  

Previous Experience, MC licence  

Phone Jason: 0487 154 775 

http://canegrowersburdekin.files.wordpress.com/2014/01/formation-of-groups-for-harvesting-2014.pdf
http://canegrowersburdekin.files.wordpress.com/2014/01/formation-of-groups-for-harvesting-2014.pdf
mailto:bdk@canegrowers.com.au
mailto:idhaigh@bigpond.com
mailto:idhaigh@bigpond.com
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QSL daily market 
reports 
QSL daily market reports are available via their 

website www.qsl.com.au.  To view the daily report 

click here. 

Pricing information 
2013 Season Advances & Payments 

as at 6 January 2014 

 

* paid 

The Advance Program is a guide only. CANEGROWERS Burdekin takes 

no responsibility for its accuracy.  It only applies to growers who did not 

forward price for 2013 (the default method).  Growers who have forward 

priced for 2013 will be paid the same percentage of their final expected 

proceeds.  For individual advance rates check your grower forecast on the 

Wilmar website.  

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices 

as at 30 January 2014 

 

Estimated QSL Pool Prices 

As at 27 December 2013 

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices 

published on the QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is 

updated regularly and provides a sense of how the QSL-managed pools 

are performing over the current season.   

  
$/tonne IPS 

% estimated 

return 

Initial * $219   

22 August 13* $235   

26 September 13* $256   

24 October 13* $262   

21 November 13* $275   

19 December 13* $284   

23 January 14 $305 77.5% 

20 February 14 $315 80.0% 

20 March 14 $325 82.5% 

24 April 14 $335 85.0% 

22 May 14 $354 90.0% 

26 June 14 $374 95.0% 

Final Payment $394 100% 

  Gross $/Tonne IPS     

Net 

2013 Season $360 $343 

2014 Season $411 $394 

2015 Season $454 $434 

2016 Season $475 $455 

 $/Tonne IPS 

GROSS 

QSL Harvest Pool $392 

QSL Discretionary Pool $398 

QSL Actively Managed Pool $408 

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool $391 

QSL US Quota Pool $479 

QSL 2013 Season Forward Pool $429 

QSL 2014 Season Forward Pool $419 
The Green Pool weekly sugar reports which 

were available to growers via the grower web 

are now available through the CANEGROWERS 

Burdekin website.  To view the reports click 

here. 

Market reports 
available for 
members 
Exclusive to CANEGROWERS members a free 

market information service is available. 

This service includes: 

 A specially commissioned fortnightly 

CANEGROWERS Market Report prepared for 

CANEGROWERS by Czarnikow Ltd. 

 The daily sugar and currency market analysis 

In the Raw, prepared by Warren Males. 

 The LMC quarterly Sugar Price Forecasting 

Service. 

For more information and to subscribe to the 

service click here. 

http://www.qsl.com.au/sugar-prices/daily-market-report
http://canegrowersburdekin.com.au/crush-data/green-pool-sugar-reports/
http://www.canegrowers.com.au/page/Industry_Centre/grower-centre/Finance_tools/Forecasting_service_for_members/
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Burdekin sugarcane industry invited to learn more about Yellow Canopy Syndrome 

Sugar Research Australia Limited (SRA) in conjunction with Burdekin Productivity Services Limited is inviting the Burdekin 

sugarcane industry to attend an information session about Yellow Canopy Syndrome (YCS), an undiagnosed condition currently 

affecting the region. 

Dr Andrew Ward, Executive Manager Professional Extension and Communication Unit, SRA said that this is an ideal opportunity 

for growers, millers and other industry participants to find out more about the impact YCS is having on their local area this season 

and how SRA’s research, which seeks to solve the YCS puzzle, is progressing.  

“SRA is aware that YCS is a significant issue at the forefront for everyone involved in our industry. We are committed to keeping 

industry informed on our research progress and to share observations and experiences of YCS.   

“At a recent meeting with the Industry Stakeholder Group–which was appointed as part of the Solving the Yellow Canopy 

Syndrome Research Project–we agreed that it was timely to bring everyone involved in the local sugarcane industry up to speed,” 

said Dr Ward. 

The information session also offers attendees the chance to participate in a question and answer session directly with the SRA 

research team and members of the Independent Scientific Panel.  

“So if anyone still has an unanswered question or concern after the presentations, they can raise it then and there,” advised Dr 

Ward. 

Throughout January SRA together with northern and central region productivity services groups studied known affected regions to 

monitor the distribution and severity of YCS.  

Over the last two weeks there has been an increase in the number of reported YCS cases in the northern regions. Cases of YCS 

have been confirmed in Tully and YCS-like symptoms reported in one district near Mackay. 

“It is important for the Burdekin sugarcane industry to stay informed 

about the findings of our research and also understand how what we 

learnt last season can be applied to the management of their crop this 

season. 

“We therefore strongly encourage this group to join us at the 

information session,” concluded Dr Ward.  

The information session will be held on Wednesday 5 February 2014 

from 2:00pm at the Ayr Showgrounds, Ayr. This event is free and there 

is no need to RSVP. 

http://www.youtube.com/embed/Pik5wokjxNg
http://www.sugarresearch.com.au/page/Your_SRA_at_work/SRA_Membership/
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QFF & NFF 

Updates 

CANEGROWERS is an 

active member of 

National Farmers’ 

Federation (NFF) and 

Queensland Farmers 

Federation (QFF) , a 

partnership through which 

we have been able to 

concentrate and leverage 

influence in areas of 

importance to the cane 

industry.  As part of a 

range of services, NFF & 

QFF provides a range of 

information, including 

weekly cross-commodity 

updates.  Please find this 

week’s offering  

EXTRA $20 MILLION FOR STATE 
DROUGHT SUPPORT WELCOME 
THE Queensland Farmers' Federation has welcomed last week’s announcement of 

increased funding for drought assistance from the State Government, and adds that 

refinement and further measures will be needed should drought declarations move into the 

State's intensive farming regions. With the drought conditions spreading, attention was also 

turning to the worsening conditions for coastal farming regions, the Central Highlands, 

Border Rivers and Darling Downs.  

QFF welcomes the drought assistance funding and approach from the State Government 

of looking at new options as well as comments from the Premier that he is open to 

suggestions for how to relieve the pressure of the worsening drought. QFF has welcomed 

the funding for community events and leadership training, which we see as recognition of 

the broad impacts of drought not just on individuals, but whole communities. The 

government could further improve on this initiative in the future by focusing on programs 

that keep workers in place. Such an employment initiative was used successfully after 

Cyclone Yasi. QFF will continue to advocate for improved drought preparedness measures, 

as we have done through the Commonwealth's most recent review process that started in 

2008. 

12 MONTH FLOOD ANNIVERSARY MARKS 
CHALLENGING TIMES FOR FARMERS 
ONE year on from the devastating rainfall and flooding from ex Cyclone Oswald, 

Queensland farmers are continuing with the recovery effort, which for many has now been 

compounded by drought conditions that are spreading across the State. The severe lack of 

rain is causing major setbacks for farmers who had been hoping for an average summer 

season to restore cash flow to their businesses. For most farmers, the majority of the flood 

repairs are complete, but the economic recovery will take much longer, and QFF will 

continue to work with governments at all levels to enact policies that help farmers become 

more resilient to natural disasters such as floods, cyclones, and drought. In the second half 

of 2013, QFF prepared a series of case studies showcasing how farmers were managing 

the recovery effort from the flood, available here.  

BOM CLIMATE AND WATER BREIFING 
JANUARY 2014 
QFF has recently been briefed by Bureau of Meteorology (BOM) about the future climate 

and water outlook between now and April. The forecast for this period has the Southern 

Oscillation Index rated as neutral. This means that we can generally expect average rainfall 

and temperatures in this period. Most climate influences are near average including a 

neutral tropical Pacific Ocean. For further information visit the rainfall and temperature 

outlook  and the Seasonal stream flow forecasts and Water Storage here. Of note this 

week is a cyclone developing in the Coral Sea which could hit landfall this week if it moves 

down towards the east coast. 

http://www.qff.org.au/flood-recovery-videos/
http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/ahead/
http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/ahead/
http://www.bom.gov.au/water/
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canenews  is read by the majority of Burdekin cane 

farmers and their families in the Burdekin.  Copies 

are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS Offices, 

businesses, industry, politicians, Government 

Agencies and members of the community. 
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Disclaimer 

In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our” 

means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our 

directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter 

has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do 

our very best to present information that is correct and 

accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or 

representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or 

accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter, 

for any purposes. 

Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be 

excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss, 

damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of 

the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information 

appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole 

responsibility and risk associated with the use and results 

of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you 

agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage 

whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of, 

or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We 

recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any 

information provided in this newsletter. 

PAYROLL SERVICES 

Members receive a  

50% discount 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin offers payroll services for your 

employees including weekly, fortnightly or monthly pays via 

EFT. 

Your superannuation and monthly reporting needs are 

taken care of and your Group Certificates distributed and 

lodged with the ATO. 

 

For more information on this service contact  

Tiffany on 4790 3601 


