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Foreign Investment Review Board Chairman 
displays lack of knowledge 
On the 5th January 2017 The Australian Financial Review ran an article quoting the Foreign Investment Review Board Chairman 

Brian Wilson commenting on the sugar marketing legislation and the impasse with Wilmar Sugar.  (Click here to read) 

CANEGROWERS has written and sent a response to the newspaper by way of a Letter to the Editor and wrote to Mr Wilson 

seeking a meeting or conversation in which we can also explain the legislation.  The letter to the editor is reproduced below. 

To:      The Editor, The Australian Financial Review 

From:  Paul Schembri, Chairman CANEGROWERS 

Foreign Investment Review Board Chairman Brian Wilson has displayed how little he knows or understands about the $2 billion 

Australian sugar industry in his comments in The Australian Financial Review of 5 January, 2017. 

Legislation passed in Queensland to safeguard competition and choice in the provision of raw sugar marketing services DO NOT 

discriminate between local and foreign owned companies in the milling sector. 

There are no ‘two classes of businesses’ as Mr Wilson incorrectly states. The Queensland Parliament should rightly be offended 

that at Mr Wilson’s implication that it would pass legislation which would seek to differentiate and discriminate against foreign-

owned businesses in this way. 

Everyone is and should be subject to the same rules which, of course, can and do change because of changing circumstances. 

Think of labour laws, food safety rules and environmental requirements which evolve over time. 

Is Mr Wilson suggesting by his comments that foreign companies coming into Australia should be immune from future changes in 

law? 

It is shame Mr Wilson did not take the time to concern himself with the way Wilmar has treated Australian farmers as a second 

class business risk that simply needs to be managed on their balance sheet. 

Six of the seven milling companies operating in Queensland (including three which are foreign owned) have negotiated 

commercially viable cane supply contracts which comply with the 2015 Sugar Industry (Real Choice in Marketing) Amendment 

Act. Only Wilmar Sugar has, as yet, been unable to do that. 

This is not an issue of foreign ownership. Ownership structure has nothing to do with fairness for small businesses in their 

relationship with much larger, regional monopolies. 

Growers have a direct economic interest in the outcome of the marketing of the sugar. A percentage of their business income is 

dependent on the final price the sugar gets on the world market and they accept the risks that come with forward pricing this 

component. 

This was the case when Wilmar Sugar bought the CSR mills, with FIRB approval, nothing here has changed. 

The 2015 legislative amendments were made necessary by Wilmar Sugar’s move to railroad growers into using only a marketing 

pathway that it owns. Under the legislation growers can choose between a mill-owned marketing company, the industry-owned 

QSL or any other entity which decides to set up shop in Queensland. In this way it encourages competition in marketing. 

Mr Wilson is wildly incorrect is his statement that giving our members, small business owners, the ability to choose a marketer is 

‘..likely to restrict competition and deter new spending on mills or more innovative marketing..’ 

http://readnow.isentia.com/Temp/32606/708737703.pdf
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Without the legislation, there is no 

competition and therefore no incentive to 

drive innovation and efficiency in marketing 

services and other trading companies 

would be permanently locked out of the 

Queensland market. 

Investment has not been deterred. In 

August, MSF Sugar (owned by the Thai 

company Mitr Phol) announced it would 

spend $75 million before the end of 2018 

on a green power station on Atherton 

Tableland as the first step to a proposed 

$500 million investment. It has also spent 

millions on programs to improve irrigation 

efficiency to boost its cane supply and has 

successfully negotiated collective cane 

supply agreements with growers. 

We invite Mr Wilson and your editorial staff 

to talk with us, visit our farms and meet our 

members to truly understand this vibrant, 

productive and proud Australian industry 

before further ignorance on this issue is 

displayed in the pages of this paper. 

Paul Schembri, Chairman, 

CANEGROWERS 

Senator Barry O’Sullivan also replied to 

The Financial Review story with the medial 

release titled  “Absurd statements from 

economic dries prove how little they 

understand the sugar economy”, this media 

release can be read here. 

Federal Member for Dawson George 

Christensen also went into bat for growers 

with his facebook message stating the 

Chairman of Foreign Investment Review 

Board should resign, as reported in the 

Whitsunday Coast Guardian, article 

available here.  

Foreign 
Investment 
Review Board 
continued 

Senator Barry O’Sullivan 

Daily indicative prices 
differences 
If you receive the daily indicative prices from different marketers, you may be 

wondering why from time to time the there may be variances in the daily prices 

being published.  QSL have provided some insight into why this may be. 

QSL’s quoted values do not account for any adjustments resulting from local 

grower-miller pricing arrangements, such as local fees or the costs of rolling 

futures pricing forward.  Variances between QSL’s indicative prices and another 

Marketer could also be attributed to the timing of when they publish their prices 

i.e. do they publish the market peak or the market settle price?  

The Over-the-Counter fees charged by QSL’s financial institution versus the fees 

charged by another Marketer’s bank, may also account for variances in  

published indicative prices.  

QSL’s indicative prices represent a weighted average of all four contracts on a 

1:2:2:1 basis.  QSL uses this ratio because it reflects their general sales and 

pricing strategy.  Not all Marketers use this ratio, so it’s important to understand 

what ratio they are using when publishing indicative prices and whether they are 

quoting the value of just one contract (usually the prompt) or a weighted average 

of all four, as QSL do. 

When growers do forward price some can be left confused when they place an 

order with their milling company and then don’t see that price on our website 

directly translated into their returns.  Following QSL explains why this can 

happen.  

Why are the prices quoted by QSL only indicative?  

The prices QSL quote in our various publications, including on our website, are 

in Australian dollars per metric tonne and are comprised of two components: 

 The ICE 11 futures price; and 

 The Australia dollar exchange rate 

The ICE 11 futures market trading hours in New York are currently from 3:30am 

(5:30pm Queensland time) until 1:30pm (3:30am Queensland time), and thus it 

does not trade during Australian business hours. In contrast, the Australian dollar 

trades almost 24 hours a day. To provide the Australian dollar sugar prices on 

our website we look at the closing price from the most recent trading session on 

the ICE 11 and convert this into Australian dollars, using the current market 

exchange rate. So the price you see quoted on a Monday morning will be based 

on the closing price from the previous Friday New York ICE 11 trading session 

converted to Australian dollars using the prevailing Australian/US dollar 

exchange rate from that morning. 

What else can affect your final sugar price? 

Your final sugar price can also be affected by additional charges, such as mill 

administration fees, other local costs or the outcomes of your miller’s domestic 

sales of raw sugar. Please contact your local miller for details of these. QSL itself 

does not charge fees for its services, with all QSL operating costs included in the 

QSL Shared Pool. 

Securing pricing on the ICE 11 market is a fantastic tool for Queensland growers, 

providing them with the potential for a level of pricing certainty not found in most 

other agricultural markets.  However, it is important that Growers using this 

system remember that the prices quoted are predominantly gross, actual price 

figures and therefore have to be adjusted to an IPS price and receive an 

allocation from the QSL Shared Pool, before final returns can be calculated. 

http://barryosullivan.com.au/media-release-absurd-statements-from-economic-dries-prove-how-little-they-understand-the-sugar-economy/
http://www.whitsundaycoastguardian.com.au/news/christensen-says-firb-chair-should-resign/3130391/


 

 3 

Cane growers protecting and respecting our reef  

… the greatest reef in the world 

New funding package worth $11.8 
million to support cane farmers and 
the Reef 
Burdekin and Wet Tropics sugar cane farmers can bid for funding of up to $500,000 to reduce 

nitrogen levels in water leaving their farms and entering the Great Barrier Reef Lagoon. 

The Australian Government has made up to $11.8 million available through Phase IV of 

the $210 million Reef Trust, which aims to reduce runoff from sugar cane land by helping 

farmers better match fertiliser application to crop requirements. 

Last year’s successful Burdekin pilot tender saw farmers bid for a total of $2.84 million, 

and NQ Dry Tropics has again been appointed to support Burdekin farmers through the 

bidding process.  

NQ Dry Tropics CEO, Dr Scott Crawford, said that this was a great opportunity for farmers 

to build upon the success of last year’s Reef Trust tender program.  

“NQ Dry Tropics sees the reef tender as a great opportunity to continue the good work that 

the Burdekin sugar cane industry has already achieved in improving the quality of water flowing 

to the Great Barrier Reef,” he said. 

“Sugar cane farmers will have the chance to implement on-farm nitrogen reduction or irrigation improvements that they may have 

been thinking about for some time, which improve water quality entering the reef lagoon,” he said. 

The Reef Trust competitive tender is an innovative way to encourage sugar cane farmers to put a price on the cost of improving 

their nitrogen and irrigation management practices. Farmers design their own projects and, if successful, are offered grant funding 

for the total cost of their project 

Interested farmers are invited to bid for funding through a number of competitive reverse tenders conducted over a number of 

years. Funds will be allocated to successful bidders offering the best value-for-money reduction. 

The first tender will open in early 2017. The application period is 6 February – 6 March 2017 (closes 2pm), with expressions of 

interest to be submitted between 23 January – 13 February (closes 2pm).  

Dr Crawford said that NQ Dry Tropics would ensure that farmers hear about the opportunity and have the information they need to 

make a decision to submit an expression of interest and tender bid.  

“NQ Dry Tropics is committed to making this project a success. We have been working closely with the Department of the 

Environment and Energy to provide information and tools farmers will need to develop an informed bid for their proposed project,” 

he said. 

NQ Dry Tropics will host two information sessions on the 23 January and 6 February 2017 at Ayr Showgrounds Main Hall. 

Interested growers are invited to attend. For information about the tender and the information sessions, go to NQ Dry Tropics 

website at www.nqdrytropics.com.au , email burdekintender@nqdrytropics.com.au or phone 1800 504 699  

NQ Dry Tropics will host two 

information sessions on the 23 

January and 6 February 2017 at 

Ayr Showgrounds Main Hall.  

 

For information about the tender 

and the information sessions, go 

to NQ Dry Tropics website at 

www.nqdrytropics.com.au  
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WINTON & HUGHDEN  

SUPPLY DELIVERY SPREADING  

FREE BACHOE FOR ON FARM LOADING 

STRAIGHT FROM SCREENING PLAN TO YOU 

FREE QUOTE 

PH ALAN 0429 856 820 

Queensland Biofuel 
Mandate 
The introduction of the Queensland Biofuel Mandate, as of 

January 1,  is not only set to give consumers cleaner fuel 

choices at the bowser but allow them to choose fuel made right 

here in Queensland.   

The mandate means liable fuel retailers will be required by law 

to ensure up to 3 per cent of their total regular unleaded and 

ethanol-blended petrol sales each quarter are bio-based 

(ethanol) all of which are produced here in Queensland’s towns 

of Sarina and Dalby.  

Two of the best known renewable fuels are ethanol and 

biodiesel, which are commonly called ‘biofuels’ which are 

produced from agricultural grains, sugarcane, fats/seed oils, 

algae and agricultural waste.   

Managing Director of Queensland Renewable Fuels 

Association (QRFA), Larissa Rose, said the implementation of 

a biofuels mandate will allow consumers greater opportunities 

to support local industry and agriculture, whilst investing in 

building strong regional industries for the future.  

“The mandate has been a long time coming for Queensland. It 

means consumers will be provided with more fuel choices at 

their local service station.  It provides people with the choice 

where there hasn’t previously been one offered. 

“QRFA is very excited about the possibilities this mandate 

provides for Queensland economically but also 

environmentally.  It means that Queenslanders are putting 

money back into our State’s businesses and supporting local 

jobs, all while keeping our air cleaner,” said Ms Rose.  

“Choosing to invest in local domestically-produced biofuels 

directly impacts on a grassroots level and lessens our 

dependence on importing fossil fuels,” explains Ms Rose. 

The biofuels mandate also means a positive step forward to 

providing cleaner air in Queensland with reduced carcinogenic 

emissions.  

“A lot of people don’t realise that using biofuels like E10 

provide significant health benefits. By choosing to use E10 you 

are reducing the number of toxic particles emitted into the 

air.  Certain particles from vehicle emissions embed in the 

lung, which children and the elderly are particularly susceptible 

to.  By using E10 we can decrease these particles by 33 %,” 

said Ms Rose.  

For more information on the mandate or QRFA please go to 

https://www.qrfa.com.au/.  

Debra Burden resigns 
as General Manager of  
CANEGROWERS 
Burdekin 

Members of CANEGROWERS Burdekin were advised on 

Tuesday via email that CANEGROWERS Burdekin General 

Manager Debra Burden has resigned from the position and will 

be finishing on Friday 3rd February, leaving the position 

vacant.  Below is the positions vacant, please share with those 

who may be interested in the position. 

https://www.qrfa.com.au/
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With Solaris Insurance Brokers 

Motor Vehicle Insurance – do you know the different types of cover 

Compulsory Third Party Insurance 

Compulsory Third Party (CTP) insurance is the most basic level of cover, and as 

the name suggests, is compulsory by law. It is generally covered by the 

government or is included in your vehicle registration fees, depending on which 

state you live in.  This type of insurance provides cover for death or injury to 

those involved in an accident - apart from the driver.  

Unfortunately, CTP insurance doesn’t cover anything that happens to your 

vehicle or any damage caused by it. For that you need some form of motor 

vehicle insurance. 

Third Party Property Damage 

This type of insurance covers the cost of damage caused to other people’s 

property and legal costs but not damage to your vehicle. It includes items such 

as other cars, buildings, fences, lamp posts and traffic signals. 

Comprehensive 

The name pretty much says it all – as this insurance product covers you 

comprehensively. It covers the repair or replacement of your vehicle for events 

including theft, collision, fire, malicious damage and weather-related damage, 

such as hail or flooding. 

Comprehensive insurance will also cover the cost of repairing and replacing any 

other vehicles that are damaged by your vehicle in an accident, and damage to 

property. 

In many cases, depending on your policy, it may also cover personal property in 

the car, death benefits, towing, legal costs and even hire cars needed while 

repairs are being done. These are usually treated as optional extras, so make 

sure you talk to an insurance broker or your insurer about which type of policy 

is right for you. 

QFF Things 
to know 
1. In this 2017 election 

year QFF will strive for 

improvements to in energy, 

regional planning, skills and 

employment, policy areas 

with social impacts such as 

farm debt and succession, 

and the Great Barrier Reef. 

See the QCL column 

HERE.    

2. See what was hot and what 

was not for Queensland's 

intensive agriculture industry 

in QFF President Stuart 

Armitage's 'QFF's 2016 in 

Review'.See his last QCL 

column for the year HERE.    

3. 2016 was Australia's fourth-

warmest year on record, 

while national rainfall was 

above average. See 

the Bureau of 

Meteorology wrap up of the 

2016 weather year HERE.    

4. Farmers and labour 

contractors that employ 

backpackers are being urged 

to register with the Australian 

Tax Office (ATO) to take 

advantage of the new tax 

rate. The new arrangements 

started on January 1, 2017.   

5. Queensland primary 

producers will continue to 

benefit from low interest rates 

to help them improve 

profitability and build their 

businesses, with QRAA 

announcing their latest rates 

effective 1 January 2017. 

Details HERE.  

6. Kimbal Musk - the brother of 

Tesla Motors chief executive 

Elon Musk - is trying to 

change the way we eat by 

creating a "real food 

revolution" as he ventures 

into the world of local urban 

farming.  

http://cp.mcafee.com/d/k-Kr6h8pdEIfcCzBeUVOVKVJd5dxVxVdBASCyCMYMYCesdFEFIfcf9II6QQkPhOZtcsYYrgYx7hkwT53U0GSMYz6FzUQVvJrdSS7AoRcv6DbZHpJYs-wCeuvW_9CzB5dVUQsZuVtdBB_C7DTTTzhPORQr8EGTuvVkffGhBrwqrhdIK6XYOqenC1NEVKMOyrKr01N8SVKzD7OFcKHId8-DO-jzJyKmfBoGire8uqermjo
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/k-Kr6h8pdEIfcCzBeUVOVKVJd5dxVxVdBASCyCMYMYCesdFEFIfcf9II6QQkPhOZtcsYYrgYx7hkwT53U0GSMYz6FzUQVvJrdSS7AoRcv6DbZHpJYs-wCeuvW_9CzB5dVUQsZuVtdBB_C7DTTTzhPORQr8EGTuvVkffGhBrwqrhdIK6XYOqenC1NEVKMOyrKr01N8SVKzD7OFcKHId8-DO-jzJyKmfBoGire8uqermjo
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/2DRPoQ92gs86Qm7CjhODssVsTsSCyCMYMYCOOrjhjououj7e6QQkS7C7ASm3qqapEVuKCeuudEugzEGgryxY0lrouhzkNYqsLSJCXr3OcqCfzjB-RIS-evgj7ffZvAPhOyCYYqeuLsKCOO_P3PXXXNEVVqWdAklrLfYG7DR8OJMddFCSn3t-pd7bP0UQsTophdTdw0UArsThPzVkCnlS6AvjVv9NSNnb7OIl9dD4fd7d
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/2DRPoQ92gs86Qm7CjhODssVsTsSCyCMYMYCOOrjhjououj7e6QQkS7C7ASm3qqapEVuKCeuudEugzEGgryxY0lrouhzkNYqsLSJCXr3OcqCfzjB-RIS-evgj7ffZvAPhOyCYYqeuLsKCOO_P3PXXXNEVVqWdAklrLfYG7DR8OJMddFCSn3t-pd7bP0UQsTophdTdw0UArsThPzVkCnlS6AvjVv9NSNnb7OIl9dD4fd7d
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/2DRPoQcz8AcCQm7CjhODssVsTsSCyCMYMYCOOrjhjououj7e6QQkS7C7ASm3qqapEVuKCeuudEugzEGgryxY0lrouhzkNYqsLSJCXr3OcqCfzjB-RIS-evgj7ffZvAPhOyCYYqeuLsKCOO_P3PXXXNEVVqWdAklrLfYG7DR8OJMddICSn3t-pd7bP0UQsTophdTdw0UArsThPzVkCnlS6AvhVv9NSNnb7OIl9dD4fd7d
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/FZsS921J5xVAQsFT7endTdFEFIfcf9IICQQkS7C7ANPxJd5dxVxVdBwSCyCqenHFzDDzq7A8WaA6UEv05mS7AoRcv6DbZHpKSMYz6FzUQVvJrdLzDQ4NPP_nVcQsEFLf6zDHTbFIILYMY---YqeumKzp55mXP_axVZicHs3jr1JBMTvCjhOYMed7dS6kjtPo0e96TdQsU-l9BRtxF7QunOstIlONYH5ijpN3PhPqOr5P
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/FZsS921J5xVAQsFT7endTdFEFIfcf9IICQQkS7C7ANPxJd5dxVxVdBwSCyCqenHFzDDzq7A8WaA6UEv05mS7AoRcv6DbZHpKSMYz6FzUQVvJrdLzDQ4NPP_nVcQsEFLf6zDHTbFIILYMY---YqeumKzp55mXP_axVZicHs3jr1JBMTvCjhOYMed7dS6kjtPo0e96TdQsU-l9BRtxF7QunOstIlONYH5ijpN3PhPqOr5P
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/5fHCN8i4zqb3P9EVjKesKrKrjhjououjppdFEFIfcf9zD3qqar3P3Orb1Jd5cQsLnj7ff6Qf8hQl8dNg-0aJIf8NGo-denXmPtJxV6dj7NFO_qSrv7fE9zDD-LOpEVhjuud7fnKnjppvVxVZZZUQsYJt6OaaJTD-l3PWApmU6CTPrbxK_cCzBVwsqerIcECXCM0sidKrEVNYGjbGX3ifFYLAUXoHBzVmaACPy7CzCRAS
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/5fHCN8i4zqb3P9EVjKesKrKrjhjououjppdFEFIfcf9zD3qqar3P3Orb1Jd5cQsLnj7ff6Qf8hQl8dNg-0aJIf8NGo-denXmPtJxV6dj7NFO_qSrv7fE9zDD-LOpEVhjuud7fnKnjppvVxVZZZUQsYJt6OaaJTD-l3PWApmU6CTPrbxK_cCzBVwsqerIcECXCM0sidKrEVNYGjbGX3ifFYLAUXoHBzVmaACPy7CzCRAS
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/5fHCN8SyMYOqekXzDbCXCQQkS7C7ASmjqqar3P3OoVMSCyCMYMYCOMrjhjd7bRQNPPNJ3O4t5i3skfw2Hr3OcqCfzjB-RITrouhzkNYqsLSJCTNPW2oVV_HYCqekkTDzhPRXBQSmn-ouvvvud7fbnhIyyHtV_BgY-F6lK1FJMSOUrLP9EVuo76zCX3a9KVI074zrCWesvaAOWKMQz_bVeeSaVo-lyF9IUxVEVJpdyVEV
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/1jWVIp4xASyMYOqekXzDbCXCQQkS7C7ASmjqqar3P3OoVMSCyCMYMYCOMrjhjd7bRQNPPNJ3O4t5i3skfw2Hr3OcqCfzjB-RITrouhzkNYqsLSJCTNPW2oVV_HYCqekkTDzhPRXBQSmn-ouvvvud7fbnhIyyHtV_BgY-F6lK1FIsrpsdTVAQsLc3zhPtxB4TsS03yhJPt7efBiptnoqhZfBYD7r5sIvaNkASsgYQsSIC
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/1jWVIp4xASyMYOqekXzDbCXCQQkS7C7ASmjqqar3P3OoVMSCyCMYMYCOMrjhjd7bRQNPPNJ3O4t5i3skfw2Hr3OcqCfzjB-RITrouhzkNYqsLSJCTNPW2oVV_HYCqekkTDzhPRXBQSmn-ouvvvud7fbnhIyyHtV_BgY-F6lK1FIsrpsdTVAQsLc3zhPtxB4TsS03yhJPt7efBiptnoqhZfBYD7r5sIvaNkASsgYQsSIC
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/5fHCMUpdEIfcCzBeUVOVKVJd5dxVxVdBASCyCMYMYCesdFEFIfcf9II6QQkPhOZtcsYYrgYx7hkwT53U0GSMYz6FzUQVvJrdSS7AoRcv6DbZHpJYs-wCeuvW_9CzB5dVUQsZuVtdBB_C7DTTTzhPORQr8EGTuvVkffGhBrwqrudIK6XYOqenC1NEVKMOyrKr01N8SVKzD7OFcKHId8-DO-jzJyKmfBoGire8uqermjoK
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/5fHCMUpdEIfcCzBeUVOVKVJd5dxVxVdBASCyCMYMYCesdFEFIfcf9II6QQkPhOZtcsYYrgYx7hkwT53U0GSMYz6FzUQVvJrdSS7AoRcv6DbZHpJYs-wCeuvW_9CzB5dVUQsZuVtdBB_C7DTTTzhPORQr8EGTuvVkffGhBrwqrudIK6XYOqenC1NEVKMOyrKr01N8SVKzD7OFcKHId8-DO-jzJyKmfBoGire8uqermjoK
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/2DRPos738Qrhoupd7atNPBPtPqqar3P3Orb9Jd5dxVxVcsUrjhjououjpodFEFCzBWWoVVUSxV2eyF1Ka7M1lJxV6dj7NFO_qSrJIf8NGo-denXmPrUVZ1csY_R-jd7aarPNEVWZOWrbb_cffLLL6zDBHEShhlKY_OEuvkzaT0QSqejrbxK_cCzBVwsqerIcECXCM0sidKrEVNYGjbGX3ifYLAUXoHBzVmaACPy7CzCR
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/FZsScz9J5xVAQsFT7endTdFEFIfcf9IICQQkS7C7ANPxJd5dxVxVdBwSCyCqenHFzDDzq7A8WaA6UEv05mS7AoRcv6DbZHpKSMYz6FzUQVvJrdLzDQ4NPP_nVcQsEFLf6zDHTbFIILYMY---YqeumKzp55mXP_axVZicHs3jq8USOUrLP9EVuo76zCX3a9KVI074zrCWesvaAOWKMQzWfbVeeSaVo-lyF9IUxVEVJpdy
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/FZsScz9J5xVAQsFT7endTdFEFIfcf9IICQQkS7C7ANPxJd5dxVxVdBwSCyCqenHFzDDzq7A8WaA6UEv05mS7AoRcv6DbZHpKSMYz6FzUQVvJrdLzDQ4NPP_nVcQsEFLf6zDHTbFIILYMY---YqeumKzp55mXP_axVZicHs3jq8USOUrLP9EVuo76zCX3a9KVI074zrCWesvaAOWKMQzWfbVeeSaVo-lyF9IUxVEVJpdy
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/FZsScz9J5xVAQsFT7endTdFEFIfcf9IICQQkS7C7ANPxJd5dxVxVdBwSCyCqenHFzDDzq7A8WaA6UEv05mS7AoRcv6DbZHpKSMYz6FzUQVvJrdLzDQ4NPP_nVcQsEFLf6zDHTbFIILYMY---YqeumKzp55mXP_axVZicHs3jq8USOUrLP9EVuo76zCX3a9KVI074zrCWesvaAOWKMQzWfbVeeSaVo-lyF9IUxVEVJpdy
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/FZsScz9J5xVAQsFT7endTdFEFIfcf9IICQQkS7C7ANPxJd5dxVxVdBwSCyCqenHFzDDzq7A8WaA6UEv05mS7AoRcv6DbZHpKSMYz6FzUQVvJrdLzDQ4NPP_nVcQsEFLf6zDHTbFIILYMY---YqeumKzp55mXP_axVZicHs3jq8USOUrLP9EVuo76zCX3a9KVI074zrCWesvaAOWKMQzWfbVeeSaVo-lyF9IUxVEVJpdy
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/avndygw739J5xVAQsFT7endTdFEFIfcf9IICQQkS7C7ANPxJd5dxVxVdBwSCyCqenHFzDDzq7A8WaA6UEv05mS7AoRcv6DbZHpKSMYz6FzUQVvJrdLzDQ4NPP_nVcQsEFLf6zDHTbFIILYMY---YqeumKzp55mXP_axVZicHs3jqbNJBMTvCjhOYMed7dS6kjtPo0e96TdQsU-l9BRtxF7-nOstIlONYH5ijpN3PhPqO
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/1jWVIp43qb3P9EVjKesKrKrjhjououjppdFEFIfcf9zD3qqar3P3Orb1Jd5cQsLnj7ff6Qf8hQl8dNg-0aJIf8NGo-denXmPtJxV6dj7NFO_qSrv7fE9zDD-LOpEVhjuud7fnKnjppvVxVZZZUQsYJt6OaaJTD-l3PWApmU6CQQPrbxK_cCzBVwsqerIcECXCM0sidKrEVNYGjbGX3ifYLAUXoHBzVmaACPy7CzCRASb
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/1jWVIp43qb3P9EVjKesKrKrjhjououjppdFEFIfcf9zD3qqar3P3Orb1Jd5cQsLnj7ff6Qf8hQl8dNg-0aJIf8NGo-denXmPtJxV6dj7NFO_qSrv7fE9zDD-LOpEVhjuud7fnKnjppvVxVZZZUQsYJt6OaaJTD-l3PWApmU6CQQPrbxK_cCzBVwsqerIcECXCM0sidKrEVNYGjbGX3ifYLAUXoHBzVmaACPy7CzCRASb
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/2DRPoQ86Qm7CjhODssUyrKrjhjououjppdFEFIfcf9zD3qqar3P3Orb1Jd5cQsLnj7ff6Qf8hQl8dNg-0aJIf8NGo-denXmPtJxV6dj7NFO_qSrv7fE9zDD-LOpEVhjuud7fnKnjppvVxVZZZUQsYJt6OaaJTD-l3PWApmU6CQSjrbxK_cCzBVwsqerIcECXCM0sidKrEVNYGjbGX3ifFYLAUXoHBzVmaACPy7CzCRAS
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/5fHCNAi40USyMYOqekXzD4jtPqqar3P3Orb9Jd5dxVxVcsUrjhjououjpodFEFCzBWWoVVUSxV2eyF1Ka7M1lJxV6dj7NFO_qSrJIf8NGo-denXmPrUVZ1csY_R-jd7aarPNEVWZOWrbb_cffLLL6zDBHEShhlKY_OEuvkzaT0QSCMrpsdTVAQsLc3zhPtxB4TsS03yhJPt7efBiptnoqh_BYD7r5sIvaNkASsgYQsSI
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/1jWVIg6jqb3P9EVjKeshdTdFEFIfcf9IICQQkS7C7ANPxJd5dxVxVdBwSCyCqenHFzDDzq7A8WaA6UEv05mS7AoRcv6DbZHpKSMYz6FzUQVvJrdLzDQ4NPP_nVcQsEFLf6zDHTbFIILYMY---YqeumKzp55mXP_axVZicHs3jqrVJBMTvCjhOYMed7dS6kjtPo0e96TdQsU-l9BRtxF7Q-nOstIlONYH5ijpN3PhPqOr
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/2DRPos938O96Qm7CjhODssUyrKrjhjououjppdFEFIfcf9zD3qqar3P3Orb1Jd5cQsLnj7ff6Qf8hQl8dNg-0aJIf8NGo-denXmPtJxV6dj7NFO_qSrv7fE9zDD-LOpEVhjuud7fnKnjppvVxVZZZUQsYJt6OaaJTD-l3PWApmU6CQPhOrpsdTVAQsLc3zhPtxB4TsS03yhJPt7efBiptnoqhZ7BYD7r5sIvaNkASsgY
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/1jWVIq4xAqdEIfcCzBeUVN4TsSCyCMYMYCOOrjhjououj7e6QQkS7C7ASm3qqapEVuKCeuudEugzEGgryxY0lrouhzkNYqsLSJCXr3OcqCfzjB-RIS-evgj7ffZvAPhOyCYYqeuLsKCOO_P3PXXXNEVVqWdAklrLfYG7DR8OJMddITdIK6XYOqenC1NEVKMOyrKr01N8SVKzD7OFcKHId8_O-jzJyKmfBoGire8uqerm
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/1jWVIq4xAqdEIfcCzBeUVN4TsSCyCMYMYCOOrjhjououj7e6QQkS7C7ASm3qqapEVuKCeuudEugzEGgryxY0lrouhzkNYqsLSJCXr3OcqCfzjB-RIS-evgj7ffZvAPhOyCYYqeuLsKCOO_P3PXXXNEVVqWdAklrLfYG7DR8OJMddITdIK6XYOqenC1NEVKMOyrKr01N8SVKzD7OFcKHId8_O-jzJyKmfBoGire8uqerm
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/5fHCMUSyMYOqekXzD4jtPqqar3P3Orb9Jd5dxVxVcsUrjhjououjpodFEFCzBWWoVVUSxV2eyF1Ka7M1lJxV6dj7NFO_qSrJIf8NGo-denXmPrUVZ1csY_R-jd7aarPNEVWZOWrbb_cffLLL6zDBHEShhlKY_OEuvkzaT0QSOyrpsdTVAQsLc3zhPtxB4TsS03yhJPt7efBiptnoqh_BYD7r5sIvaNkASsgYQsSICNsQ
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/5fHCMUSyMYOqekXzD4jtPqqar3P3Orb9Jd5dxVxVcsUrjhjououjpodFEFCzBWWoVVUSxV2eyF1Ka7M1lJxV6dj7NFO_qSrJIf8NGo-denXmPrUVZ1csY_R-jd7aarPNEVWZOWrbb_cffLLL6zDBHEShhlKY_OEuvkzaT0QSOyrpsdTVAQsLc3zhPtxB4TsS03yhJPt7efBiptnoqh_BYD7r5sIvaNkASsgYQsSICNsQ


 

 6 

CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the 
fight on all issues affecting cane farmers  

For the week ending 23 December 

ACCC Authorisation 

 In its draft decision the ACCC proposes to “grant authorisation to allow current and future members of the Queensland Cane 

Growers Organisation Ltd (CANEGROWERS) to collectively bargain in relation to cane supply and related agreements with 

sugar processors (mills) and marketers”. 

 The ACCC considers the proposed arrangements are likely to result in public benefits from transaction cost savings, by 

facilitating more effective and timely grower input into negotiations with mill owners. 

 The authorisation for the proposed collective bargaining arrangements would be for 10 years. 

 Next steps – interested parties can lodge submissions in response to the draft decision by 30 January 

2017.  CANEGROWERS will have an opportunity to respond to the draft decision and any submissions lodged.  A final 

decision is expected in February / March 2017. 

Electricity 

 CANEGROWERS has made a submission to the Queensland Competition Authority’s (QCA) retail electricity price 

determination process 2017-18.  This submission: 

1. calls on the QCA to set retail prices in Ergon’s regional Queensland network at levels equivalent to the most competitive 

retail price offerings in South-East Queensland. There is no justification for an alternative approach. 

2. expresses concern that the underlying cost basis generated from the flawed N+R methodology is simply too high, as are 

the resulting prices.  The theoretically calculated “cost reflective” prices are significantly higher than the “actual” cost of 

supplying electricity. 

3. recommends QCA uses Ergon’s load profile rather than the Energex load profile when determining the energy 

component of charges in the Ergon network. 

4. claims QCA has provided no valid justification for increasing transitional/obsolete irrigation tariffs at a faster rate than 

other electricity tariffs. 

5. presents evidence that some electricity prices in regional Queensland are higher than the actual costs of supplying 

electricity and are inconsistent with the Queensland Government’s UTP. 

 Ergon has responded to the issues raised by CANEGROWERS and the Sapere Research Group in our November 

submission which called on the Australian Energy Regulator (AER) to reject Ergon’s proposed network tariff structure 

statement.  CANEGROWERS has called into question the points raised by Ergon and its consultants, noting: 

1. the new information in Ergon’s letter and attachments does not contradict the key factual and rules interpretation matters 

on which CANEGROWERS-Sapere’s conclusions are based. 

2. given the spare capacity in the Ergon network, the LRMC calculation should be discounted both by the time value of 

money (the discount rate) and the high level of uncertainty around demand growth forecasts beyond 30 June 2021. 

Trade 

 The China safeguard is progressing.  Chinese authorities have delayed their proposed verification visit. 

 CANEGROWERS is exploring alternative options to resolve the Japan access issue for high pol sugar. Given the importance 

of market access to Japan and considering the changes being made to the industry’s export marketing structures, 

CANEGROWERS on behalf of the Australian Sugar Industry Alliance (ASA) has developed a project brief for an independent 

assessment of what more can and should be done to resolve this important issue ahead of the commencement of the 2017 

harvest. 

 CANEGROWERS participated in a strategic discussion with DFAT over access for Australian sugar to the EU. 

Rural Water Use Efficiency for Irrigation Futures (RWUE-IF) 

 CANEGROWERS attended the RWUE-IF steering committee meeting. The current project is running well across the different 

agricultural industries.  The issue of interest is that the next iteration of RWUE is expected to align with environmental 

outcomes and not just water use efficiency i.e. addressing rising ground water and water quality outcomes. 
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CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the 
fight continued 

For the week ending  23 December  

 The RWUE-IF Milestone 7 report was completed, with the project ending in June 2017. To date $2.33 million has been 

committed, with a further $534,000 to commit over the next six months. 

Reef Trust 3 Project update 

 Innovation - QFF is in discussion with the Australian Government regarding the process for the approval of Innovation 

Projects. It is hoped an outcome will be reached soon. 

 Database – The database is live, however it was noted in the RAP Management Committee meeting that there are some 

issues still to be resolved. A technical database working group meeting will be held early in the new year to discuss and 

resolve the issues. 

 Reporting - There have been some questions regarding reporting requirements over the last couple of weeks. To assist with 

the reporting process, a reporting guiding note has been developed. 

 AG - The Australian Government provided an update the Reef Alliance Management Committee meeting and Reef Alliance 

meeting this week.  

 QG - QFF and the RAP Management Committee has been in discussion with the OGBR and DAF regarding the extension 

and education elements of the Water Science Taskforce recommendations. Jeff Coutts has been contracted to complete a 

Reef-wide review to guide future investment in education and extension for practice change. He will be meeting with various 

stakeholders including the RAP between now and February. 

Reef Alliance meeting 

 CANEGROWERS participated in a Reef Alliance meeting with all Reef Alliance members.  

Main outcomes of the meeting were: 

 Australian Government update – A Reef 2050 progress report has been provided to the World Heritage Committee on 

actions to ensure GBR retains World Heritage Status and not listed as “in danger”.  The WHC will review and provide 

feedback at end of first quarter 2017.  

 Reef 2050 EEF fertiliser project closed and in assessment period with announcements Jan 2017.  Phase 4 Gully program 

closes end of this week. 

 Reverse Tender NQ Dry Tropics and Terrain NRM have won tenders and funding is available for six years.  Year 1 of 

project begins February 2017. 

 Discussion on Reef Trust 5 and innovation funding outlining concepts of big projects such as the MSF project in cane. 

 Queensland Government update on Reef Taskforce recommendations and funding outlined Terrain NRM won the MIP 

tender. Jeff Coutts is undertaking a consultancy for a Reef-wide review to guide future investment in education and 

extension for practice change. 

Soldier Fly 

 CANEGROWERS participated, via Skype, in a Soldier Fly discussion in Mackay. SRA’s Dr Andrew Ward led the discussion 

on activities currently being undertaken to address this issue. 

 CANEGROWERS has been working with SRA to look at options for application of pesticides to manage adult Soldier Flies 

and have been liaising with the APVMA on permits and risk assessments. 

Rats 

 Work is continuing to secure a permit to apply Rattoff using aerial application. CANEGROWERS has been working with 

APVMA, DeGroot Technical Services and ACT the company that owns Rattoff.  Further updates will be available in the new 

year.  
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Pricing information 

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices 

published on the QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated 

regularly and provides a sense of how the QSL-managed pools are performing 

over the current season.   

  Gross $/Tonne IPS     

Net 

2016 Season $594 $574 

2017 Season $576 $556 

2018 Season $519 $499 

2019 Season $481 $461 

Estimated QSL Pool Prices 

As at 30 December 2016 

 $/Tonne IPS 

GROSS 2016 

QSL Harvest Pool $526 

QSL Actively Managed Pool $560 

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool $466 

QSL US Quota Pool $7793 

QSL 2-season Forward Pool  $481 

QSL 3-season Forward Pool  $497 

2016 Season Advances & Payments 

as at 12 January 2017 

* paid 

The Advance Program is a guide only. CANEGROWERS Burdekin takes no 

responsibility for its accuracy.  It only applies to growers who did not forward 

price for 2016 (the default method).  Growers who have forward priced for 

2016 will be paid the same percentage of their final expected proceeds.  For 

individual advance rates check your grower forecast on the Wilmar website.  

  
$/tonne IPS 

% estimated 

return 

Initial  $267   

18 August 16* $326   

20 October 16* $368   

15 December 16* $383   

26 January 17 $423 80.0% 

23 February 17 $436 82.5% 

23 March 17 $462 87.5% 

20 April 17 $476 90.0% 

18 May 17 $489 92.5% 

22 June 17 $502 95.0% 

Final Payment $529 100% 

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices 

as at 12 January 2017 
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Burdekin Falls Dam Assessable Capacity Percentage

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

92.6% 
12 Jan 2017 

Waterfind Burdekin 

Haughton WSS Water 

Market Summary  

Allocations 

Dam Storage 

The above information is provided by Waterfind.  The 

information provided is of a general nature only and must not 

be relied upon in substitution for professional advice. 

Waterfind accepts no responsibility for the accuracy, 

completeness or timeliness of any information provided. For 

more information click here. 

As at 12 January 2017 

http://bit.ly/Waterfind
http://bit.ly/Waterfind
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DATES TO 
REMEMBER 

Sugar Industry Calendar 

Click here 

 

@BurdekinCANE 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd 

www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au 

Would you like to 

advertise in 

canenews? 

Email 

bdk@canegrowers.com.au  

to receive more 

information 

6% Discount 
E clusive offer to members 

of CANEGROWERS 

Burdekin 

Climate outlook by Professor 
Roger Stone 
There is still no La Niña.  

The SOI phase for the 

end of December has 

been classified as being in 

a ‘Near Zero Phase’.  

The SOI to the end of 

December was close to 

plus 0.43 (+0.43)* putting 

this recent phase within 

the ‘Near Zero’ Phase 

category.  

SOI (phase) based 

outputs show the most 

likely probability values for 

rainfall probability for all 

sugar regions as close to 

the long climatological 

values (50-60% 

probability of exceeding 

long-term median rainfall 

values).  

Despite comments from 

some agencies, our office 

still cannot describe the 

current situation as a La 

Niña, especially given the 

near neutral SOI values 

and the patchy pattern of 

positive sea surface temperature anomalies in the Pacific Ocean.  

For Queensland and Northern NSW, based on a ‘Near Zero’ SOI Phase at the end of 

December, for the January to March 2017 period, the SOI phase system shows around a 

50% to 60% probability of exceeding median rainfall for all regions (i.e. close to the 

climatological normal).  

Click here to read the entire outlook. 

http://www.canecalendar.com.au/
https://twitter.com/burdekincane
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Canegrowers-Burdekin-Limited/365513130247968?ref=hl
http://www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au
mailto:bdk@canegrowers.com.au
https://www.usq.edu.au/-/media/USQ/Research/ICACS---new/Climate-outlook-at-review/2016/Climate-Outlook-and-Review-January-2017-No-117-Final.ashx


Contact Us 

HEAD OFFICE 

141 Young Street, Ayr 

bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm   

Fri:  9am - 3pm                                                                                                    

4790 3600  

CANEGROWERS Hall  

68 Tenth Street, Home Hill 

 

Debra Burden General Manager 0417 709 435 

4790 3603 

Wayne Smith Manager: Member Services 0428 834 802 

4790 3604 

Michelle Andrews 
JP (Qual) 

Manager: Finance & Admin 4790 3602 

Tiffany Giardina Payroll & Administration 4790 3601 

Racheal Olsen Solaris Insurance  Brokers 

Manager 
racheal_olsen@solarisinsurance.com.au 

4790 3605 

0408 638 518 

Tanara Cowen Administration Officer 4790 3605 

Email address:  firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au 

DIRECTORS  

Phil Marano 

Chair 

marano@bigpond.com 0404 004 371 

Owen Menkens 

Deputy Chair 

owen_menkens@hotmail.com 0409 480 179 

Steven Pilla spilla8@bigpond.com.au 0417 071 861 

Roger Piva rogerdpiva@gmail.com 0429 483 815 

Sib Torrisi sibbyt58@bigpond.com 0429 827 196 

Greg Rossato greg_rossato@outlook.com 0418 713 563 

canenews  is read by the majority of Burdekin 

cane farmers and their families in the Burdekin.  

Copies are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS 

Offices, businesses, industry, politicians, 

Government Agencies and members of the 

community. 

 

Published Weekly by: 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited 

 

ABN:    43 114 632 325 

Postal Address:   PO Box 933,  AYR  QLD  4807 

Telephone:   (07) 4790 3600 

Facsimile:   (07) 4783 4914 

Email:    bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

 

Please direct all advertising enquiries and materials 

to the above. 

Disclaimer 

In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our” 

means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our 

directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter 

has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do 

our very best to present information that is correct and 

accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or 

representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or 

accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter, 

for any purposes. 

Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be 

excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss, 

damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of 

the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information 

appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole 

responsibility and risk associated with the use and results 

of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you 

agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage 

whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of, 

or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We 

recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any 

information provided in this newsletter. 

Burdekin Cane Auditors—Workplace Coordinators 

Site Name Email Phone 

Inkerman Vicki Lewis vicki@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4782 1020 

Kalamia Ray Collinson ray@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4783 0319 

Pioneer Geraldine Cantarella geraldine@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4782 5346 

Invicta Mark Saunders mark@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4782 9153 


