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World Wetlands Day 
World Wetlands Day was celebrated in the Burdekin on Tuesday 

with a field day in the morning at Horseshoe Lagoon.  

Topics included a fish talk by Burdekin Fish Re-stockers, a bird 

talk by BirdLife Australia, Wetland Steering Committee talk by 

the Department of Agriculture & Fisheries, a Landcare project 

update and macro invertebrate surveys with CVA Creekwatch. 

In the evening the celebrations continued with the winners 

announced for the Burdekin School wetland photography 

competition, the launch of the video “Why sugar cane growers 

restore wetlands in the Burdekin’ and guest speaker Dr Ian 

Mcleod, Senior Research Scientist from James Cook university 

on the science of story telling. 

The Why sugar cane growers restore wetlands in the Burdekin 

video was developed by the Lower Burdekin Wetland Steering Committee funded by the Queensland Wetlands Program and 

produced in conjunction with Dr Ian McLeod, Senior Research Scientist at TropWater, James Cook University.  Dr McLeod is also 

a director of Cinematic Science who produced the video.  Members of the committee wanted to tell a positive story about cane 

farming and wetlands.  The video was launched yesterday in conjunction with World Wetlands Day.  Click here to watch the video. 

This video tells the story of CANEGROWERS members Vince & Rita Papale from Home Hill who chose to turn an unproductive 

area of their cane farm into a wetland.  While wildlife in the wetland is thriving, the Papale's believe that farming systems and the 

environment can live hand in hand.  In June 2013 Vince and Rita's efforts were recognised when they won the Rural Award in the 

Premier's Sustainability Awards  

For more information on the video or the Lower Burdekin Wetland 

Steering Committee, contact Terri Buono, Department of Agriculture 

and Fisheries Ph: 3330 4509 or Email: terri.buono@daf.qld.gov.au 

 

 

 

Terri Buono DAF, David Griffiths Conservation Volunteers Australia, 
Debra Burden CANEGROWERS Burdekin, Merv Pyott Wetlandcare, 

Arwin Ricket BBIFMAC, Ross Andrewartha Greening Australia &    
David Rutledge Kalamia Cane Growers at the World Wetlands Day 

celebrations at Horseshoe Lagoon 

The fish above were caught in the fish talk by Burdekin Fish              
Re-stockers within ten minutes.  Only the four fish in the bottom right 

hand corner are native fish the rest of the fish are pests. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ydPuXKE7_jE&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ydPuXKE7_jE&feature=youtu.be
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Queensland Productivity 
Commission release draft report 
on Electricity Pricing Inquiry 
If the Premier was looking for a community acceptable solution to the 

politically destructive and outrageous electricity prices ...this soft report is not 

the answer.  

Labor made an election promise as part of their “Plan for Agriculture” that if elected 

they would ask the new Queensland Productivity Commission (QPC) as its first task 

to conduct a public inquiry into electricity pricing to investigate short and loan-term 

options to respond to the significant price increases over recent years.  The QPC is to 

provide the Government with advice on options to place downward pressure on 

electricity prices.  Click here to read the Inquiry’s Terms of Reference.  

The QPC prepared two detailed “Issues Papers” on Electricity Pricing in Queensland 

(click here) and on Solar Feed-In Pricing in Queensland (click here) and held public 

forums in November.  

This week the QPC released their Draft Report (click here) examining electricity 

pricing in Queensland.  The QPC states that their draft report includes 54 proposed 

recommendations that they consider will, as a package, protect consumers, put 

downward pressure on prices and ensure electricity is delivered at the most 

competitive price.  

From our reading the draft report contains soft evolutionary recommendations at a 

time when hard revolutionary changes are needed. 

Some of the recommendations include: 

 Do not merge Government owned generators CS Energy and Stanwell and 

these generators should operate under a voluntary code of conduct 

 Review the cost and impacts of the Queensland renewable energy targets  

 Merge the network business of Ergon and Energex with clear targets to improve 

performance and achieve cost savings 

 Networks should minimise or defer capital expenditure by the use of tariff 

reforms and demand management 

 Consider the merits of ending the Solar Bonus Scheme before its planned end 

date of 2028 

 Consider performance monitoring to focus on achieving cost and performance 

efficiencies 

 Deregulation of the retail electricity market in the SEQ should occur as planned 

on 1 July 2016 

 The Customer Service Obligation (CSO) should move from Ergon retail to the 

merged network entity by 1 July 2019 to encourage retail completion 

 More transparency around the CSO ...how is it calculated and who really benefits  

 Remove the “non-reversion” policy ...meaning that if a customer leaves Ergon 

retail they can go back 

 Separate Ergon Retail from the merged network and rename it  

The QPC have released the Draft Report to provide a further opportunity for 

consultation and to test their preliminary findings and recommendations.  There is an  

opportunity for stakeholders to provide written submissions (by 11 March 2016) and 

the holding public hearings roundtables.  The Townsville session is set for 10am 

Tuesday 12 April click here to register your interest. 

The QPC’s final report is due to be submitted to the Government by 31st May 2016. 

The QPC held a public forum in 

Townsville on Monday 2 Nov to discuss 

their two inquiries into Electricity Pricing 

and Solar Feed-In Pricing.  

As reported in canenews edition 6 Nov 

(click here) Manager, Debra Burden 

presented at the public forum.  Some of 

the key statements Debra expressed to 

the QPC Commission Kim Wood included: 

 Ergon’s financial performance is 

obscene.... profit of close to $1B for 

2014/15 which was more than double 

the profit from the previous year 

($421m) plus Return on Assets of 

11.6% and Return on Equity of 

28.6%.  In addition the Government is 

about to strip close to $2b in 

dividends from Ergon (click here to 

view Ergon’s 2014/15 Annual Report) 

 The Government is the 100% owner 

of the monopoly supplier and has the 

power to fix the issue of unaffordable 

electricity prices today and IT’s TIME 

action was taken.   

 A copy of the CANEGROWERS Fact 

Sheet (click here) detailing our 

previously proposal to reduce 

irrigation tariffs by 33% was provided 

to the Commissioner.   

 Cost of debt ... the actual 

Government cost of debt (around 2%) 

should be adopted rather than the 

allocated cost of debt (around 6%).  A 

rough estimate of the benefit would 

be a reduction in network costs of 

20%.   

 Corporate Tax ...we do not see that 

there is any competitive disadvantage 

in the network arena ..so we therefore 

feel there is no need for the listing of 

a corporate tax impact.  Our view is 

this practice simply provides a 

second dividend to the government 

and results in higher costs to 

customers.  Ergon’s Annual Report 

shows a Tax Expense of $295m 

 Asset management ... our view is that 

Ergon’s asset base is twice as high 

as it should be and impaired assets 

should be written down which would 

reduce the impact of depreciation 

expense.   

 Retail competition must be 

encouraged we feel this can occur by 

moving the Customer Service 

Obligation (CSO) to the network 

http://files.canegrowers.com.au/Burdekin/canenewslinks/QPC%20Public%20Inquiry%20into%20Electricity%20Price%20Inquiry%20Terms%20of%20Reference.pdf
http://www.qpc.qld.gov.au/files/uploads/2015/10/EPI-issues-paper-FINAL-141015.pdf
http://www.qpc.qld.gov.au/files/uploads/2015/10/Solar-Issues-Paper-FINAL-FOR-PUBLICATION-151015.pdf
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/k-Kr418SyM-MM-O-YyrKrjhjououjppdFEFIfcf9zD3qqar3P3Orb1Jd5cQsLnj7ff6Qf8hQl8dNg-0aJIf8NGo-denXmPtJxV6dj7NFO_qSr8ccIEA77-LP0VxBxVXHTbFFzzhPNEVojd7b32vbnjIyyHuXfaxVZicHs3jq9JwTvAm4TDNOb2pEVdTdw0zcGiH1PB-RLb4Yvossd7e8zDTPhPytQn667IZZZdYmv
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/FZsS83gscCQm7S67SnTAjtPqqar3P3Orb9Jd5dxVxVcsUrjhjououjpodFEFCzBWWoVVUSxV2eyF1Ka7M1lJxV6dj7NFO_qSrJIf8NGo-denXmPp1xBB4wU_R-o7ccIfftuVtdcsqeud7b2pEVoojVqWtAklrTpVkffGhBrwqrjdI6XYyMCY-ehojd79KVI04pBiloesLSJVoDzX3zxEVN4s--qesjKesKYZDLLFL
https://canegrowersburdekin.files.wordpress.com/2013/08/canenews-november-6-2015.pdf
https://www.ergon.com.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0015/282111/Ergon-Energy-Annual-Stakeholder-Report-2015.pdf
http://www.canegrowers.com.au/icms_docs/185104_Electricity_factsheet_2014_Retail_Prices.pdf
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Reef Tenders 
Reef Trust Tenders are now open for Burdekin 

sugarcane growers who submitted an expression of 

interest in December.  

Tenders must be submitted before 2pm on 18 February 

2016. Contact the BBIFMAC office on 47 834 344 for 

more information or visit http://

www.nqdrytropics.com.au/reef-trust-tender/ 

No plan to lower electricity prices in productivity 
report 
There is little in the Queensland Productivity 

Commission’s inquiry into power prices that will lower 

costs for Queensland residents. 

That’s according to the lobby group the Alliance of 

Electricity Consumers’ Jonathan Pavetto.  Jonathan is 

the former Policy Officer at CANEGROWERS Qld and is 

now the  Spokesperson for the Alliance of Electricity 

Consumers. 

Economist Jonathan Pavetto says Queenslanders are 

still paying expensive power prices and there is nothing 

in the draft productivity commission report that will see 

them come down anytime soon. 

Steve Austin from ABC radio spoke to Mr Pavetto and 

Queensland Minister for Energy Mark Bailey, click here 

to listen. 
Alliance of Electricity Consumers’ Jonathan Pavetto 

We are not the only 

ones who think the 

QCP draft report is 

weak 

http://www.nqdrytropics.com.au/reef-trust-tender/
http://www.nqdrytropics.com.au/reef-trust-tender/
http://blogs.abc.net.au/queensland/2016/02/no-plan-to-lower-electricity-prices-in-productivity-report-lobby-group-.html?site=brisbane&program=612_morning
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Food Innovation 
Forum 
The Economic Development Australia (EDA) 

Northern Queensland Food Innovation 

Forum is designed to focus on 

commercialisation and collaboration to drive 

innovation in Northern Queensland’s food 

and agribusiness industries and provide 

examples of commercially driven 

collaboration and innovation for the food 

industry. 

Innovation is vital to the economic health of 

an industry and the overall economy of a 

region. Food production is a key component 

of the Northern Queensland economy and an 

important driver of future growth so it is 

important to tap into and learn from the 

significant food innovation activity occurring 

around the world. 

Growers interested in commercialisation and 

collaboration to drive innovation in NQ food 

and agriculture businesses should consider 

attending  this one day forum in Townsville 

on 3rd March.   The cost is $80 which 

includes breakfast at a Touch of Salt.  Click 

here for more information. 

Wilmar partly successful in 
legal challenge of QSL 
Constitutional Changes 
Readers are referred to the front page story of canenews edition 11 December 

(click here).  Basically, QSL held an extra ordinary general meeting on 8 

December 2015  to consider proposed changes to the QSL constitution. The 

intended effect of part of the proposed changes included amendments to 

change how mill owner directors were appointed to QSL. The change being 

made was in the main part that the power of appointment of mill directors was to 

be vested in the hands of the continuing mill owners (being Mackay Sugar, Isis 

Sugar and Bundaberg Sugar as the mill owners which had not given notice of 

termination of their RSSA contracts with QSL) and that those mill owners who 

were not continuing with QSL and had terminated their RSSA with QSL (being 

Wilmar, MSF Sugar & COFCO),  were to be excluded from the mill director 

appointment processes.  

Wilmar objected to the amendments to the QSL constitution passed at the 

December 2015 meeting and brought Federal Court action against QSL seeking 

declarations from the Court to repeal, vary or modify the changes made to the 

constitution. 

On Monday, 1st Feb, the Federal Court decision declared that part of the QSL 

constitution changes made at the EGM on 8 December2015 , in particular article 

(clause) 31 , were oppressive to, or unfairly prejudicial to or discriminatory 

against Wilmar.  

The Court having made that declaration sought by Wilmar, now has wide 

powers to vary or modify in the QSL constitution in whatever way it thinks.  The 

Court has made no such decision yet on how the QSL constitution should be 

varied. It has called upon Wilmar and QSL to propose an agreed order to vary or 

modify the constitution by 8 February. If agreement cannot be reached by that 

time then the Court will proceed to hold a directions hearing with a view to 

making a determination as to how the QSL constitution should be varied by the 

Court so that it is not oppressive to or unfairly prejudicial to or discriminatory 

against Wilmar. 

Burdekin Dry 
Tropics NRM 
plan 
The community consultation for the draft 

Burdekin Natural Resource Management 

Plan, available here will be held on Monday 8 

February at PCYC 8:45 am for a 9:00 am 

start. The event will run till 12:00 when lunch 

is provided. 

The Burdekin Dry Tropics Natural Resource 

Management Plan sets out the strategic 

direction for how we will work together to 

combine our knowledge and experience to 

protect and sustainably use our natural 

resources over the next 10 years.  The plan 

identifies our natural assets, as well as how to 

manage threats and capitalise on 

opportunities to ensure they will be around for 

future generations.  Good decisions will 

enhance and protect natural resources, 

stimulate renewable natural resource 

production and make use of non-renewable 

resources, without compromising the socio-

ecological system.   

RSVP to Jess Carver by calling 07 4724 

3544.   

Looking for post-emergent 
control options for Guinea 
Grass in ratoons 
SRA weed agronomist, Emilie Fillols, has been 

trialling different post-emergent treatments for in-crop Guinea grass in an effort 

to provide alternatives to using diuron based herbicides. These strategies were 

the focus of a recent field walk for growers and advisors at Innisfail. “In our 

trials here in Innisfail and in Mulgrave we are seeing if strategies such as using 

isoxaflutole (e.g. Balance®) mixed with MSMA (e.g. Daconate®) or paraquat 

(Shirquat®) are as effective as traditional spot spraying mixtures of diuron/

hexazinone (e.g. Velpar® K4™ DF®, Barrage®),” she said.  

Read more about the field walk and the trials here.  

Extraneous matter in the spotlight 
SRA also assisted as part of a feature by ABC Rural on extraneous matter and 

other harvesting issues recently. Herbert Adoption Officer Phil Patane spoke to 

the ABC’s Charlie McKillop about SRA research into harvesting efficiency, and 

the full feature is available online here.  

You can read the recent feature on EM from Cane Connection here and view 

the Harvest Best Practice manual here.  

https://www.edaustralia.com.au/documents/item/1455
https://www.edaustralia.com.au/documents/item/1455
https://canegrowersburdekin.files.wordpress.com/2013/08/canenews-december-11-2015.pdf
http://nrm.nqdrytropics.com.au/downloadpdf/
http://www.sugarresearch.com.au/page/Your_SRA_at_work/SRA_News/e-newsletter_28_January_2016/Looking_for_post-emergent_control_options_for_Guinea_Grass_in_ratoons/
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-01-14/so-whats-the-extraneous-matter-with-sugar/7074424
http://www.sugarresearch.com.au/icms_docs/234112_A_piece_by_piece_look_into_Mr_Average_cane_bin.pdf
http://www.sugarresearch.com.au/content/FlippingBooks/Harvesting%20Best%20Practice%20Manual/files/assets/basic-html/index.html#1
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Waterfind Burdekin 

Haughton WSS Water 

Market Summary  

Allocations 

Dam Storage 

The above information is provided by Waterfind.  The 

information provided is of a general nature only and must not 

be relied upon in substitution for professional advice. 

Waterfind accepts no responsibility for the accuracy, 

completeness or timeliness of any information provided. For 

more information click here. 

As at 1 February 2016 

48.3% 

4 Feb 2016 

The dam increased by 

2.3% in the last week 

Climate outlook and 
review by Professor 
Roger Stone 

We are currently further progressing into the El Niño pattern. 

The SOI phase for the end of January was classified as being a 

‘Rapidly Falling phase’.  

The SOI to the end of January was close to minus 21.7 (-21.7) 

putting this recent phase within the ‘rapidly falling’ category’.  

The SOI still appears to currently be on a ‘roller coaster ride’ 

with lower values in one month moving to higher values the 

subsequent month and then falling again in later months and so 

on.  

The likelihood of the current El Niño pattern being replaced by 

a La Niña pattern is now much less certain, based on latest 

ocean modelling data. It is suggested there is some risk we 

may drift back into another El Niño pattern.  

For sugar regions, the SOI ‘phase system’ output for the three 

months February to April, 2016, suggests about 50% 

probability of exceeding median rainfall in most districts 

(climatological normal).  

Average to above normal maximum and especially minimum 

temperature probability values are indicated for most sugar 

regions – as per figures 2/3 – but mostly below normal 

minimum temperatures are forecast – as per figure 3.  

Click here to read the February climate outlook. 

http://bit.ly/Waterfind
http://bit.ly/Waterfind
http://www.usq.edu.au/~/media/USQ/Research/ICACS%20-%20new/Climate%20outlook%20at%20review/2016/Climate%20Outlook%20and%20Review%20Feb2016%20No%20106_FINAL.ashx
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Pricing information 

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices 

published on the QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated 

regularly and provides a sense of how the QSL-managed pools are performing 

over the current season.   

  Gross $/Tonne IPS     

Net 

2015 Season $378 $358 

2016 Season $406 $386 

2017 Season $414 $394 

2018 Season $422 $402 

Estimated QSL 2015 Pool Prices 

As at 15 January 2016 

 $/Tonne IPS 

GROSS 

QSL Harvest Pool $392 

QSL Actively Managed Pool $422 

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool $408 

QSL US Quota Pool $715 

QSL 2-season Forward Pool 2015 $440 

QSL 3-season Forward Pool 2015 $447 

QSL 2-season Forward Pool 2016 $464 

QSL 3-season Forward Pool 2016 $475 

2015 Season Advances & Payments 

as at 11 January 2016 

* paid 

The Advance Program is a guide only. CANEGROWERS Burdekin takes no 

responsibility for its accuracy.  It only applies to growers who did not forward 

price for 2015 (the default method).  Growers who have forward priced for 

2015 will be paid the same percentage of their final expected proceeds.  For 

individual advance rates check your grower forecast on the Wilmar website.  

  
$/tonne IPS 

% estimated 

return 

Initial * $227   

20 August 15* $243   

22 October 15* $266   

17 December 15* $304   

21 January 16 $314 80.0% 

18 February 16 $324 82.5% 

17 March 16 $334 85.0% 

21 April 16 $344 87.5% 

19 May 16 $354 90.0% 

23 June 16 $373 95.0% 

Final Payment $392 100% 

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices 

as at 5 February 2016 

 

invites members and guests to attend a  

members information session   

& lunch 
 

Tuesday 16th February 

Commencing at 11am 

Ending by 2pm 

CANEGROWERS Hall 

Home Hill 

 

Guest Speakers:   

SRA  
Neil Fisher & Ron Swindells 

 

QSL  
Carla Keith or Bryce Wenham  

 

QRAA  
Peter Crowley 

 

Smartcane BMP 
Terry Granshaw 

  

 

RSVP to Tiffany on 4790 3600  

or email bdk@canegrowers.com.au  

by 11am Monday 14th February 
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Looking for Haulout Work for the 2016 

season 

 HR & Forklift licence 

 First Aid & White Card 

 Experienced 

 Phone Troy on 0438 692 742 

DATES TO 

REMEMBER 

Sugar Industry Calendar 

Click here 

CANEGROWERS 

Burdekin Member 

Information Forum, 

Tuesday 16 February, 

11am @ 

CANEGROWERS Hall 

@BurdekinCANE 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd 

www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au 

Would you like to 

advertise in 

canenews? 

Email 

bdk@canegrowers.com.au  

to receive more 

information 

Can you see yourself in this photo? 

Contact Chair Phil Marano (0400 004 371) or  

Company Secretary Debra Burden (0417 709 435)  

to find out more information on becoming a  

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Director 

Nominations are open to 19/02/2016 

Looking for Haulout Work 

for the 2016 season 

 HC licence 

 Experience 

 Phone Jake on             

0456 637 179 

Looking for Work  

 Experience in farm hand, 

roll on roll off bins and 

tipper bins 

 Phone Hamish on             

0476 914 190 

http://www.canecalendar.com.au/
https://twitter.com/burdekincane
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Canegrowers-Burdekin-Limited/365513130247968?ref=hl
http://www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au
mailto:bdk@canegrowers.com.au


Contact Us 

HEAD OFFICE 

141 Young Street, Ayr 

bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm   

Fri:  9am - 3pm                                                                                                    

4790 3600  PROJECT & TRAINING CENTRE  

CANEGROWERS Hall,  

68 Tenth Street, Home Hill 

 

Debra Burden General Manager 0417 709 435 

4790 3603 

Wayne Smith Manager: Member Services 0428 834 802 

4790 3604 

Michelle Andrews 

JP (Qual) 

Manager: Finance & Admin 4790 3602 

Tiffany Giardina Payroll & Administration 4790 3601 

Martine Bengoa Insurance Consultant 4790 3605 

0408 638 518 

Email address:  firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au 

DIRECTORS  

Phil Marano 

Chair 

marano@bigpond.com 0404 004 371 

David Lando 

Deputy Chair 

david@landoandsons.com.au 0417 770 345 

Russell Jordan jorfar@exemail.com.au 0427 768 479 

Owen Menkens owen_menkens@hotmail.com 0409 480 179 

Steven Pilla mpbella@bigpond.com.au 0417 071 861 

Roger Piva rogerdpiva@gmail.com 0429 483 815 

Sib Torrisi sibbyt58@bigpond.com 0429 827 196 

Arthur Woods artywoods1@bigpond.com 0415 961 945 

canenews  is read by the majority of Burdekin cane 

farmers and their families in the Burdekin.  Copies 

are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS Offices, 

businesses, industry, politicians, Government 

Agencies and members of the community. 

 

Published Weekly by: 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited 

 

ABN:    43 114 632 325 

Postal Address:   PO Box 933,  AYR  QLD  4807 

Telephone:   (07) 4790 3600 

Facsimile:   (07) 4783 4914 

Email:    bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

 

Please direct all advertising enquiries and materials 

to the above. 

Disclaimer 

In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our” 

means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our 

directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter 

has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do 

our very best to present information that is correct and 

accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or 

representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or 

accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter, 

for any purposes. 

Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be 

excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss, 

damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of 

the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information 

appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole 

responsibility and risk associated with the use and results 

of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you 

agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage 

whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of, 

or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We 

recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any 

information provided in this newsletter. 

Phone Tiffany today for a quote 4790 3600 

* Two employees paid fortnightly with membership discount applied. 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Payroll  ServiceCANEGROWERS Burdekin Payroll  Service  

At CANEGROWERS Burdekin we take the burden out of processing 

payroll, from just $1 a day* our comprehensive payroll service will 

cover all your reporting requirements. 


