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The peak weekly newsletter for cane farmers in the Burdekin 

 

Message from our Regional Manager 

Electricity Update 

Things are sparking up on this critical topic. 

As advised in canenews edition 12th December the Queensland Competition Authority (QCA) has announced their Draft 
Determinations for price increases for Tariffs 62, 65 and 66 to take effect from 1st July 2014….these increases are  a shocking 
further 16.3% increase.  

This 16.3% increase comes on top of a 10% increase that took effect on 1st July 2013….meaning cane farmers are facing more 
than a 26% increase in electricity charges in just two years. Retail electricity prices have doubled in the last five years. 

Growers will be aware that it was only due to the efforts of CANEGROWERS that the QCAs last recommendation of a 20% 
increase was not implemented.  It was only after intensive lobbying that the Government overrode the QCAs recommendation 
and capped the 2013/2014 increase to 10%. 

But it gets worse …the QCA have made clear in their Draft Determination  that all Transitional Tariffs* (Tariffs 62,65 & 66 
inclusive) are below the Government required “Cost Reflective Rate”. The QCA says that all Transitional Tariffs are subsidised by 
about $110 million  per year.  

In the Draft Determination, the QCA indicates that the price of electricity could increase by 70% between 1st July 2013 and 30th 
June 2020.  

The QCA are holding a workshop in Townsville at Jupiters on Wednesday 12
th
 February from 

2pm to 4pm.   This is your opportunity to hear first-hand how the QCA have come up with their 
industry killing recommendation.   We encourage growers to attend and to let the QCA know 
the impact these outrageous increases are having.   To register simply email the QCA at 

electricity@qca.org.au or call (07) 3222 0555.   

CANEGROWERS has called on the government for a price freeze standstill on underlying regulated electricity prices for irrigation 
use in 2014-15, and will be working closely with the government in pursuit of this objective. Containing electricity price increases 
is one of the highest priority area for CANEGROWERS. 

To survive …. 

we must fight together  …  

now is the time for all Burdekin cane 

farmers to unite  

This newsletter is not to be distributed or reproduced without the express permission of CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd 

http://canegrowersburdekin.files.wordpress.com/2013/08/canenews-dec-12-2013.pdf
http://canegrowersburdekin.files.wordpress.com/2013/12/qcas-draft-decision-on-electricity-prices.pdf
http://canegrowersburdekin.files.wordpress.com/2013/12/qcas-draft-decision-on-electricity-prices.pdf
mailto:electricity@qca.org.au
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Is there a  solution for the 
disposal or recycle of 
used fluming??? 
 
Towards the end of last year Canegrowers Burdekin was approached 

by concerned growers and asked to investigate if there was a solution 

for the disposal or recycling of used fluming. 

Growers advised they were concerned that the current main option for 

the used fluming was for it to end up as land fill.   

Initial investigations have indicated the size of the problem could be 

that there is over 100,000 metres of used fluming each year. 

A brainstorming session was held on the morning of Thursday 6th 

February with attendees from Canegrowers Burdekin, local cane 

farmers, Burdekin Shire Council, growcom and the Department of 

State Development, Infrastructure and Planning (DSDIP).   The 

brainstorming session covered the topics of used tyres, used black 

plastic mulch and used fluming.   

Attendees have agreed to meet again within one month after 

undertaking additional research on various options and to endeavour 

to obtain a greater understanding of the size of the issue....this 

includes  a team in Brisbane from the DSDIP conducting a desk audit 

of possible solutions that are already in place. 

There is a potential that this issue could be referred to the Australian 

Institute for Commercialisation (AIC) as a topic for one of their 

TECHCLINICS ...these clinics are high-level brainstorming sessions 

and form an integral part of the AIC Industry Innovation Framework 

which is a facilitated process driving innovation and collaboration to 

solve industry challenges and take advantage of emerging 

opportunities.    

Your thoughts on this topic are very 

welcome ...please contact Debra on    

0417 709 435. 

Anne McLaughlin (Burdekin Shire Council), Anna Geddes (growcom), 
Jenny Kennedy (DSDIP), Debra Burden (CANEGROWERS), Kevin Mann 

(cane farmer), Torris Marano (cane farmer), Wayne Smith 
(CANEGROWERS) & James Doyle (DSDIP)  

Are you using more 
electricity than you 
need too? 
An answer to this question may be available thanks to 
a project being undertaken by BBIFMAC.    

BBIFMAC have obtained a grant of $1.2m to undertake 
research into “Energy Efficiency gains for Australian 
Irrigators.”   

This project includes BBIFMAC undertaking an 
electricity audit on 200 irrigators and providing 
individual growers with their own benchmarking 
details.  The audit is a simple process ...basically all 
you need to do is provide Gerry Mac Manus from 
BBIFMAC (0417 429 586) with a copy of your 
electricity account.  We encourage every member of 
Canegrowers Burdekin to undertake this audit ...not 
only will it provide you with information on areas where 
you may be able to reduce electricity usage but it will 
also provide  “area wide” benchmarking details that 
CANEGROWERS can use in our efforts to get a better 
deal for you on electricity prices. 

As part of this project BBIFMAC will be holding an 
Energy Efficiency Expo at Ayr Showgrounds on 
Wednesday 12th February from 9:00am 
to  1:30pm.    Click here for a program of events.  
Growers are encouraged to attend and hear from the 
vast array of speakers including: 

 Lisa McDonald ...will provide an update on 
electricity tariffs and options and how ERGON 
pricing works 

 Michael Scobie ...will provide an overview of web-
based software tools that assess  on-farm water 
and energy efficiencies 

 Pat Daley, Paul Hobbs and Merv Jessen will cover 
pump assessments and efficiencies 

 Steve Attard and Fabian Gallo will discuss options 
to improve irrigation and reduce costs 

 Paul Horan will present on solar options 

 Ross Anderson will present his findings on energy 
audits for fourteen ISIS and Bundaberg 
growers ...findings that indicated these growers 
may have been overbilled by $20k  

 Our very own Phil Marano will provide an overview 
of the work being undertaken by 
CANEGROWERS to lobby Government for a fair 
deal for irrigators  

Gerry Mac Manus, BBIFMAC Project Officer 

http://canegrowersburdekin.files.wordpress.com/2014/02/expo_program.pdf
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Extract from QFF 
newsletter  
Dredging 
approved at Abbot 
Point 
The Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority (GBRMPA) has approved the 

Federal Government’s decision to dredge in areas of the Reef and place the 

spoil at a deepwater location offshore of Abbot Point. The move has been 

heavily criticised by sections of the local community for the risks that it could 

pose to the local Reef environment, with comparisons drawn to recent dredging 

near Curtis Island, which has also been criticised by some for allegedly creating 

adverse impacts on its local environment. 

“This approval is in line with the agency’s view that port development along the 

Great Barrier Reef coastline should be limited to existing ports,” chairman of 

GBRMPA Russell Reichelt said. “As a deepwater port that has been in operation 

for nearly 30 years, Abbot Point is better placed than other ports along the Great 

Barrier Reef coastline to undertake expansion as the capital and maintenance 

dredging required will be significantly less than what would be required in other 

areas.” 

A feature in QWeekend on Saturday (available here) detailed many of the 

concerns and challenges facing the Reef from a range of stakeholders. It also 

featured information on the work of farmers in improving land and water 

management adjacent the Reef, particularly via the Australian Government Reef 

Program. 

 Meanwhile, QFF has also made a submission to the Great Barrier Reef 

Strategic Assessment on the coastal strategic zone (available here under the 

environmental policy heading). The submission highlights work of industry to 

date and important considerations for government in formulating policy in this 

area. 

 

A fresh approach 
to Insurance 

CANEGROWERS Insurance  

was established to help 

reduce costs for members.  

We work for you not the 

insurance companies. 

Burdekin Insurance 

Manager Glyn 

Arundale has over 

12 years experience 

in the UK and 

Australia.  

 

 

Assisted by well 

known local  

Insurance 

Consultant  

Martine Bengoa. 
 

 

Contact us for more information 

or to arrange a free consultation. 

 

141 Young Street, Ayr 

 

Ph 4790 3600  

 

Fax 4783 4914 

 

glyn_arundale@canegrowers.com.au  

martine_bengoa@canegrowers.com.au 

Authorised Representative for NAS Insurance 

Brokers (ABN 60 096 916 184) AFS License No 

233750 

ERGON wants 

to hear from 

you 

Do you have some positive ideas on 

what could occur to improve on farm 

electricity efficiency?  If so ERGON wants to hear from you.   

ERGON in conjunction with Qld Farmers Federation are currently visiting 

irrigation regions with the goal of seeking efficiency improvement 

opportunities.   ERGON are working from a clean sheet and are open to consider 

all ideas on what can be achieved in efficiency improvements on farm.   This is an 

opportunity for you to join a small focus  group to positively put forward your ideas 

on how things can be improved.    

The meeting will be held on Friday 14th February in Burdekin Canegrowers Board 

room from 10:30 to 12 noon and followed by a light lunch.  As this is only going to 

be a small group numbers are restricted so please call us now  on 4790 3600 to 

express your interest in being part.   

http://www.gbrmpa.gov.au/media-room/latest-news/corporate/2014/strict-conditions-placed-on-approval-for-abbot-point-permit
http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/queensland/grief-on-the-great-barrier-reef/story-fnihsrf2-1226815375424
http://www.qff.org.au/policy-projects/submissions-fact-sheets/
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Quick Facts 

About the Burdekin 

Area:  5053 sq kms 

Location: Latitude 19 

degrees south 

Estimated population:  

17,600 people 

Scan on your 
smartphone to 
download our 

app 

@BurdekinCANE 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd 

www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au 

Meeting with 

Department of 

State 

Development, 

Infrastructure 

and Planning 
Early this week James Doyle the Manager – Economic Development from DSDIP, was 
in town to receive an update on how the cane industry in this region is tracking.    

We provided James with an overview of the industry, an industry that each year 
provides over $300m of revenue to the Burdekin region.  We highlighted that growers 
are international price takers and stressed that growers are in no position to continue to 
be saddled with consecutive increases in direct farm input costs.  We explained that the 
below average crop last year had resulted in many growers running at a loss.  We 
spoke at length of the ongoing work being undertaken by Canegrowers Burdekin in 
regards to our project F.I.R.E. as follows: 

Fertiliser           we advised how CANEGROWERS had initiated Ravensdown’s entry 

into the Queensland market to increase competition and subsequently 
reduce fertiliser prices.  Advising that six years ago fertiliser prices 
were sky rocketing and eroding grower profitability.  
CANEGROWERS sought a sustainable and transparent long term 
solution which resulted in the formation of a strategic alliance with 
New Zealand co-operative fertiliser supplier Ravensdown.  
Ravensdown is a company based on values similar to 
CANEGROWERS …. a grower-owned business that is about making 
a long term difference. 

Insurance         we advised that the cost for insurance in the Burdekin is beyond 

ridiculous …providing examples of quotes of $9k to insure an average 
residential home in Home Hill …we advised of the work undertaken 
by CANEGROWERS to implement an insurance broker service. We 
explained how in the Burdekin we have two qualified insurance 
brokers working to assist growers obtain the best possible deal. 

Rates                we shared with James how cane farmers were being unfairly treated 

by Burdekin Shire Council …providing details of how the total 
valuation of cane land in the region is only 26% but the Council was 
unfairly allocating 46% of General Rates to cane land.  We also 
pointed out that while cane farmers where paying close to double 
their fair share of general rates ..Industry and Commercial land 
holders have had their “rate in the dollar” reduced from 3.128 in 2010-
2011 to now the lowest “rate in the dollar” of 1.153 and pointed out 
that rate payers of commercial properties are now paying the lowest 
“rate in the dollar” of any category ..even lower than that paid by 
residential rate payers. 

Electricity         we explained to James that 

as irrigators growers were 
reliant on electricity and that 
the extreme electricity 
increases had already 
resulted in prices doubling 
in the last five years.  If the hikes 
as currently proposed by the QCA (being a further 
16.3% increase from 1st July 2014) come to pass they have the 
potential to put hundreds of growers out of business.    

James Doyle, Debra Burden & Wayne Smith 

 

The QCA electricity workshop is 

being held on 12 Feb in Townsville at 

Jupiters from 2 pm to 4pm 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Canegrowers-Burdekin-Limited/365513130247968?ref=hl
https://twitter.com/burdekincane
http://www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au
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Workplace Health and Safety Queensland is currently investigating a fatal incident that 

occurred on 28 January 2014, on the Captain Cook Highway north of Cairns. 

A truck driver who was working beneath a truck died when the truck, which was positioned 

on slightly sloping ground and did not have its wheels chocked, moved crushing the driver. 

Could this happen anywhere your employees are working? 

This alert is a reminder for you and your organisation to consider the effectiveness of your safety 

management systems in preventing an incident like this from occurring at a workplace. 

For information on workplace health and safety visit the Workplace Health and Safety Queensland website 

at www.worksafe.qld.gov.au. 

SRA Information Update 
on YCS 
 
On Wednesday afternoon over 150 attendees heard first-hand the 
most up to date information on YCS. 

Dr Andrew Ward, Executive Manager – PEC,   advised that SRA are 
aware of the severity and wide spread nature of the 
problem.  Andrew stated “We are aware and share your 
concerns.  Identifying a solution is an extremely high priority for 
SRA”.  

Rob Milla from BPS provided a “Situation Update” based on BPS 
observations from the past few weeks.  A key point of Rob’s 
presentation was for growers to differentiate between YCS and 
Yellow Leaf ..stressing the in Yellow Leaf the  yellow is typically in 
the middle  whilst for YCS the yellow is on the side.  Growers are 
encouraged to read the SRA Information Sheet (IS13118) titled “Do 
I have yellow Canopy Syndrome?” 

SRA research relies on BPS and growers to feed information to 
them.  Growers are encourage to advise BPS of their YCS 
observations.   

Rob advised: 

 D&A pathology samples were taken last week 

 there is a grass trial underway 

 the variety  least effected by YCS remains Q208 but  the view is 

that YCS is in all varieties  ...so a new variety is not seen as the 
solution 

 for planting ...use the best available material 

 as at last week root systems are still active and cane is still 

brittle 

Rob stated “there are no obvious patterns from BPS observations” 

BPS is very keen to hear from any growers who have noticed 

very defined patches or strips of YCS within a block. 

Dr Bernard  Schroeder, SRA Principal Researcher advised  “This 
condition is a difficult thing to pin down.  It changes as we move 
around and over time ...this results in it being difficult to pin down 
what we are looking at.  We have not been able to produce the 
symptoms in an artificial environment ...this makes things even more 
difficult.’  Bernard provided an overview of the activities that have 
been undertaken including the possible causes of YCS that have 
been investigated  and ruled out, what research is currently looking 
into, together with what is next for the research program.  (Growers 
are referred to the SRA Industry update dated 5th Feb, 2014) 

Attendees of the Yellow Canopy Syndrome meeting were 
well informed 

Farmers Robert Tama and Joe Tama with Frikki Botha, 
SRA Research Manager 

Farmers Ian Shepherdson and Stuart McCubben catch up 
with Dr Andrew Ward, SRA Executive Manager PEC 

 

http://www.vision6.com.au/ch/15149/2dvzdn8/1242925/a55338468.html
http://www.sugarresearch.com.au/icms_docs/165297_Do_I_have_Yellow_Canopy_Syndrome_YCS_IS13118.pdf
http://www.sugarresearch.com.au/icms_docs/178797_Industry_update_5_February_2014.pdf
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“What to expect when a Workplace Health & 

Safety inspector calls” 
A guide for duty holders under the Work Health and Safety Act 2011 

Workplace Health and Safety Queensland (WHSQ) inspectors work with businesses to improve health and safety in Queensland 

workplaces. For the rural sector this includes your sugar cane farming property. Inspectors play a key role in helping farming 

businesses meet relevant compliance requirements of the Work Health and Safety Act 2011 (WHS Act) and the Electrical Safety 

Act 2002(ES Act). Inspectors use a mix of advice and directing compliance to help businesses achieve sustainable safety 

outcomes.  

WHSQ have developed a booklet that will help you understand more about the role of an inspector, particularly the reasons for an 

inspector visit and what to expect when an inspector visits your workplace. The guide outlines what powers the inspectorate has 

and how an inspector enforces the law. You of course, must provide reasonable help to assist the inspector in his or her work, if 

they request it. 

If you would like to find out more about work health and safety you can visit the WHSQ website to: 

 Download information and tools to help you manage health and safety in your business. Items such as the new “guide for 

duty holders” 

 Subscribe to eNews and follow WHSQ on social media sites 

 Keep up to date with changes to work health and safety laws 

 Find out about audit campaigns, industry events and information sessions 

 Arrange for a FREE small to medium enterprise safety advisory visit 

 Access work health and safety legislation and codes of practice 

Visit www.worksafe.qld.gov.au or call the WHS Infoline on 1300 369 915 

The booklet on “what to expect when an inspector calls” is now live on the WHSQ website: 

http://www.deir.qld.gov.au/workplace/resources/pdfs/inspector_calls.pdf 

Have you considered participating in the sugar industry’s Smartcane program? Grower self-assessment 
workshops have now started. Registration for the FREE workshops is now open to all farmers growing sugar 
cane in the Burdekin district. 
 
We have 6 laptop computers available for small grower groups to complete a self-assessment online at our 
training centre. Participants are guided through the Smartcane modules and group discussions allow you time 
to consider your current farming practices. 

Workshop numbers are restricted to 6 participants, with workshops 
scheduled each week so register and nominate a workshop that best 
suits you. 

Workshop registration: Phone Gary Halliday on 0438 747 596 or the 
training centre office on 4782 1922 or call in and discuss the 
program at the Smartcane training centre 68 Tenth Street Home Hill. 

Smartcane Workshop Registration 

http://www.worksafe.qld.gov.au
http://www.deir.qld.gov.au/workplace/resources/pdfs/inspector_calls.pdf
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QSL Finance & Supplier Relations Manager Bryce Wenham, Wilmar Grower Pricing 
Officer James Greenwood, QSL Industry Relationship Manager Carla Keith, 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Member Services Manager Wayne Smith, Wilmar Marketing 
General Manager David Burgess and grower Sam Marano at the Wilmar grower meetings 

Forward Pricing and Pooling 
nominations for 2014 crop 
closing soon 
Wilmar and QSL presented forward pricing and pooling information for growers at 

meetings conducted last week leading up to the close off declaration date for 

nominations of Monday 24th February for the 2014 crop. 

The Wilmar presentation and the QSL presentation can be viewed by clicking on the 

link. 

QSL Relationship Manager Carla Keith has extended an offer to meet with growers 

one-on-one or in small groups to go through any of the information in the QSL 

presentation.  Carla is available Wednesday afternoon 12th February and Thursday 

morning 13th February.  Appointments can be made by phoning Carla on 0409 372 

305. 

Michelle and Tiffany are also available by appointment by phoning 4790 3600 to 

assist growers lodge their nominations for pricing and pooling elections using the 

electronic online facility provided by Wilmar Sugar on the Grower Web portal.  

Wilmar Grower Pricing Officer Richard McGuire is also available to provide 

assistance at Pioneer Mill every Wednesday & Thursday and appointments can be 

made by phoning 4722 1907. 

Wilmar have recommended that all growers that have already entered nominations in 

the system that they review and/or update the following information in case it may 

have changed: 

– Nominated Hectares and Tonnes  

– Current Orders  

– % of crop priced  

– % of crop available to price 

 

Wilmar also suggest that growers view their FPA Schedule 1, to check that 

the details all look in order.  

Wilmar Sugar 
To Provide 
cane planting 
incentive 
Wilmar have advised that the 
Planting Incentive program will 
continue for 2014 at $450 per 
hectare and also available in 2015 
at the rate of $350 per hectare.   

Growers will be able to access the 
letter and application form outlining 
the conditions for approval from the 
Grower Web or by clicking here. 

There a number of important points 
that Wilmar would like to bring to 
the attention of growers who are 
considering applying for the 
planting incentive: 

 The incentive payment is to 
assist growers in bringing 
suitable new cane land into 
production as well as land 
previously used for cane but 
from which no crop has been 
harvested since the 2010 
season.  It is for no other 
purpose; 

  Before planting, applicants 
must in the first instance apply 
to the Cane Supply Manager, 
using the Cane Land Planting 
Incentive document. The 
closing date for applications 
is Friday, 12 September 
2014.  Late applications will not 
be accepted; 

 Growers need to be fully aware 
that they will supply Wilmar 
with all the sugar cane from the 
newly planted area on which 
the Planting Incentive will be 
made for the full crop cycle of 
that planting i.e. until the block 
is next fallowed. Such supply 
shall be in addition to the 
grower’s supply obligations 
under any existing cane supply 
agreement (i.e. the new area 
planted is an increase to their 
Contract Area from 2015 
season onwards). 

For further information please 
contact Steve Postma, Wilmar 
Cane Supply Manager on 4752 
6275. 

http://canegrowersburdekin.files.wordpress.com/2014/02/grower-meetings-2014.pdf
http://canegrowersburdekin.files.wordpress.com/2014/02/qsl-2014-pool-choices-jan-28-29-wilmar.pdf
http://canegrowersburdekin.files.wordpress.com/2014/02/burdekin-planting-incentive-application-2014.pdf
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Tropical Cyclone Dylan 
31 January 2014 
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CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the 
fight on all issues affecting cane farmers  

as at 4 February 2014 

Natural Disaster Relief and Recovery Arrangements (NDRRA) 
 CANEGROWERS attended a briefing of government agencies on preparedness for the tropical low/cyclone event as part of 

the Queensland Government’s Agriculture Coordination Group.  This low was subsequently upgraded to Tropical Cyclone 

Dylan Thursday pm. 

 Industry was advised that activation of relief measures including the normal Category C grants of up to $10k for primary 

producers will be available to eligible businesses where 15% of producers are impacted and damage is assessed at 10% of 

GVAP and exceptional grants of up to $25k where 33% of producers are impacted and damage is assessed at 25% of 

GVAP. 

 Full details have been provided to CANEGROWERS offices. 

Ravensdown’s Alan Thomson Farewelled 
 CANEGROWERS farewelled Alan Thomson, Ravensdown Fertiliser Australia’s General Manager, in Brisbane last 

week.  Alan has resigned and will be relocating to Amsterdam, Netherlands.  Alan was instrumental in gaining the 

Ravensdown Cooperative’s support for the CANEGROWERS requested expansion of their operations into Queensland and 

establishing the business for the benefit of the Queensland sugarcane industry. 

Biosecurity  
 CANEGROWERS facilitated a biosecurity meeting to discuss the Queensland Government’s Biosecurity Bill currently in 

development, as well as a framework for cane industry biosecurity needs, biosecurity plans, machinery inspections, training 

and pests. 

 Attending the meeting were representatives from CANEGROWERS, SRA, ASMC, NSW Sugar, ACFA, Biosecurity 

Queensland and extension.   

Cane nitrogen forum 
 CANEGROWERS is continuing preparations for the cane nitrogen forum in Townsville to be held on the 12-13 February 

2014. 

 100 people have registered to attend with over 60% of attendees being from industry. 

Marketing 
 CANEGROWERS and QSL discussed implementation of the RSSA and options for the possible implementation of Grower 

Title. 

 The Working Group established at the 17 December ASA Marketing Forum is scheduled to meet next week.  

Production Research Advisory Committee (PRAC)  
 The SRA funding call has resulted in 61 preliminary research proposals being passed on the PRAC for assessment. This is a 

significant task for the nine members of the committee and the process needs to be concluded by 12 February 2014. 
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6% discount  
for CANEGROWERS members 

QSL update 
By Carla Keith, QSL Industry Relationship Manager 

for week ending 7 February 2014 

QSL Grower Information Road Shows  

This week we continued traversing the state to talk to growers 

about QSL's pool pricing options for 2014, with presentations in 

Mareeba, Gordonvale (Mulgrave), Babinda, Innisfail, Tully, 

Sarina and Proserpine. We were pleased to see that the 

sessions were well attended and some common themes were 

raised, including moving the Pricing Declaration Date back and 

delivering a higher percentage of cash flow prior to Christmas 

and the New Year.  We will now work through these issues and 

others with the QSL team in a bid to identify some workable 

solutions to grower concerns.  

If you were unable to attend one of these sessions and you 

have any questions, please don't hesitate to give one of us a 

call. As 2014 progresses we will continue to hold regular 

information sessions with interested growers to ensure you are 

kept across QSL’s activities during the year. 

Pricing Declaration Dates  

Growers now need to consider which pools they wish to 

participate in for the 2014 season. It’s important to be aware 

that pricing declaration dates differ from mill to mill, so please 

contact your mill or grower organisation if you are unsure of the 

declaration date for your milling area. If you have any questions 

or want to discuss QSL's pools, please don’t hesitate to call us.   

Guaranteed Floor Pool 

QSL has started publishing the indicative price for the 2014 

Guaranteed Floor Pool, as shown below.  

Indicative Floor Prices as at 05.02.14 

Note : The above prices are indicative prices and will change 

each day until they are confirmed on the 1st of March 2014. 

We will continue to publish these indicative prices every day 

until February 28th, after which we will go to the market and 

“lock-in" the absolute floor price for the 2014 season. Here are 

a couple of pointers to consider when reading the above table: 

 The 2014 Floor Strike Price is the price the pool would 

need to achieve before you could start sharing in 50 per 

cent of any increases in the market above this price. (The 

other 50 per cent of the gain goes to the bank providing the 

insurance for the pool.) 

 The Absolute Floor Price is the guaranteed minimum 

value of the pool. This means that if the market price falls 

below this price you will still achieve this "Absolute Floor 

Price".  

 The Participation Rate is the amount of participation in 

price rises above the Strike Price. Fifty percent participation 

means for every dollar ($1) the market trades above the 

Strike Price, the pool receives 50 cents.  

 The prices shown here (and on the website) are Gross $A 

per Tonne Actual.  These prices may need to be converted 

to $A per Tonne IPS before they can be applied in cane 

price formulas. We have provided an indicative IPS price. 

The actual IPS factor will depend on sugar actually 

produced during the season.  

 If the Absolute Floor Price secured is $10 less than the last 

indicative Absolute Floor Price published before 

declarations close, then growers will have the option of 

moving out of the Guaranteed Floor Pool and into another 

pool. Please see your mill for further details regarding this. 

For more information about the Guaranteed Floor Pool or any 

other QSL-managed pools please read the Pool Description 

Sheets available from our website at www.qsl.com.au. 

We hope to have spoken to you at one of our road shows 

during recent weeks. However please don’t hesitate to contact 

us if you require additional information or have further questions 

regarding the QSL Pools or pricing process. Our contacts 

details are: 

Cathy Kelly - 0409 285 074 / cathy.kelly@qsl.com.au 

Carla Keith - 0409 372 305 / carla.keith@qsl.com.au 2014 Floor Strike 
Achieved 

428.50 AUD/MT 
413.00 AUD/
MT IPS 

Absolute Floor 418.50 AUD/MT 
403.00 AUD/
MT IPS 

Participation rate 50%   

http://www.qsl.com.au
mailto:cathy.kelly@qsl.com.au
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QSL market update 
By Ginette Barrett, QSL Liquidity Manager 

as at 3 February 2014 

Sugar  

The sugar price has been struggling to keep above 15c/lb for the past few weeks, although it rallied at the end of last week. The 

main drivers for this rally were: 

 Indian government is still yet to make a decision on the export subsidy and with an upcoming election it is unlikely any time 

soon.  

 It remains hot and dry in Brazil for the start of the crop, with conditions looking to prevail for the immediate future, which may 

see a decline in yields. 

 Unfortunately the main driver behind the persistent sugar price weakness has been the ongoing sharp fall in the Brazilian 

Real, with more falls likely. This asset shift has been much larger than most analysts anticipated.  

QSL's view is that the sugar price will remain under pressure in the short-term before it is likely to start to consolidate in the 

second half of 2014.  

Currency 

The Australian dollar is currently vulnerable in the market, making small surges on positive data and losing any gains on any 

negative data. The dollar fell to a low of 86 cents to the US dollar over the weekend but rallied back up to trade between the 88 - 

87 cent range.  

What is encouraging is the announcement by the Federal Open Market Committee that the US quantitative easing will be wound 

back which as the US economy continues to recover will likely push the dollar down further.  

The outlook for the Australian dollar is positive for the sugar industry locally and we expect it to range between 85 and 90 cents to 

the $US in the short-term, with bias still to trend down in the medium-term. 

CANEGROWERS weather update 
The forecast rain outlook for the next 12 months for Giru is represented below.  To see the latest forecast click here. 

http://www.canegrowers.com.au/f/Weather/
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DATES TO 

REMEMBER 

Energy Efficiency Expo, 

Wednesday 12 February, 

9am-1pm at the Ayr 

Showgrounds 

QCA Workshop is to be 

held Wednesday 12 

February 2pm-4pm at 

Jupiters in Townsville, to 

register call 3222 0555 

Forward pricing 

nominations close Monday 

24 February 

Harvesting grouping 

applications close  Friday 

28 February 

GIVE (Grower Innovation 

Virtual Expo) is to be held  

Monday17 March to 

Thursday 20 March in 

Innisfail 

 

ARE YOU 
LOOKING FOR 
CASUAL FARM 

WORK? 

Put your name down at 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin 

by emailing 

bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

with your name and work 

experience. 

 

Classifieds are free for 

members email your ad to 

bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

CHAIRS FOR HIRE 

CANEGROWERS Project and Training 

Centre 

 

$10 plus $0.50 per Chair  

Plus GST 

75 Available  

To book please phone 4782 1922 

http://canegrowersburdekin.files.wordpress.com/2014/01/formation-of-groups-for-harvesting-2014.pdf
http://canegrowersburdekin.files.wordpress.com/2014/01/formation-of-groups-for-harvesting-2014.pdf
mailto:bdk@canegrowers.com.au
http://www.youtube.com/embed/uM4lgyVt5xw
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QSL daily market 
reports 
QSL daily market reports are available via their 

website www.qsl.com.au.  To view the daily report 

click here. 

Pricing information 
2013 Season Advances & Payments 

as at 6 January 2014 

 

* paid 

The Advance Program is a guide only. CANEGROWERS Burdekin takes 

no responsibility for its accuracy.  It only applies to growers who did not 

forward price for 2013 (the default method).  Growers who have forward 

priced for 2013 will be paid the same percentage of their final expected 

proceeds.  For individual advance rates check your grower forecast on the 

Wilmar website.  

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices 

as at 6 February 2014 

 

Estimated QSL Pool Prices 

As at 17 January 2014 

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices 

published on the QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is 

updated regularly and provides a sense of how the QSL-managed pools 

are performing over the current season.   

  
$/tonne IPS 

% estimated 

return 

Initial * $219   

22 August 13* $235   

26 September 13* $256   

24 October 13* $262   

21 November 13* $275   

19 December 13* $284   

23 January 14 $305 77.5% 

20 February 14 $315 80.0% 

20 March 14 $325 82.5% 

24 April 14 $335 85.0% 

22 May 14 $354 90.0% 

26 June 14 $374 95.0% 

Final Payment $394 100% 

  Gross $/Tonne IPS     

2013 Season $385 $367 

2014 Season $434 $416 

2015 Season $470 $450 

2016 Season $491 $470 

 $/Tonne IPS 

GROSS 

QSL Harvest Pool $383 

QSL Discretionary Pool $395 

QSL Actively Managed Pool $404 

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool $391 

QSL US Quota Pool $482 

QSL 2013 Season Forward Pool $427 

QSL 2014 Season Forward Pool $407 
The Green Pool weekly sugar reports which 

were available to growers via the grower web 

are now available through the CANEGROWERS 

Burdekin website.  To view the reports click 

here. 

Market reports 
available for 
members 
Exclusive to CANEGROWERS members a free 

market information service is available. 

This service includes: 

 A specially commissioned fortnightly 

CANEGROWERS Market Report prepared for 

CANEGROWERS by Czarnikow Ltd. 

 The daily sugar and currency market analysis 

In the Raw, prepared by Warren Males. 

 The LMC quarterly Sugar Price Forecasting 

Service. 

For more information and to subscribe to the 

service click here. 

http://www.qsl.com.au/sugar-prices/daily-market-report
http://canegrowersburdekin.com.au/crush-data/green-pool-sugar-reports/
http://www.canegrowers.com.au/page/Industry_Centre/grower-centre/Finance_tools/Forecasting_service_for_members/
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QFF & NFF 

Updates 

CANEGROWERS is an 

active member of 

National Farmers’ 

Federation (NFF) and 

Queensland Farmers 

Federation (QFF) , a 

partnership through which 

we have been able to 

concentrate and leverage 

influence in areas of 

importance to the cane 

industry.  As part of a 

range of services, NFF & 

QFF provides a range of 

information, including 

weekly cross-commodity 

updates.  Please find this 

week’s offering  

Drought Policy Update 
This week sees continued work by the NFF and members on assistance for farmers 

managing through the current drought. The NFF Drought Taskforce has almost finalised a 

package of assistance measures, and discussions are continuing with Minister Joyce’s 

Office and the Department of Agriculture. As part of these efforts, NFF President, Brent 

Finlay and NSW Farmers President, Fiona Simson, are spending time over the weekend 

at a number of meetings with Minister Joyce in Northern NSW.  

The NFF Drought Taskforce will continue to regularly engage, and advocacy efforts will 

be ramped up over coming weeks. NFF members will be providing support and 

coordinating on key messaging, letters and meetings. For further information, please 

contact NFF Rural Affairs Manager, Dave McKeon (dmckeon@nff.org.au).  

Infrastructure Australia Report 
NFF President Brent Finlay this week visited Bingara, NSW for the official launch of 

Infrastructure Australia’s report, the National Road Asset Reporting Pilot. The launch 

prompted new discussion on the lack of public investment in rural roads, limiting the 

efficiency of agricultural freight flows. As such, the NFF calls for greater action from the 

Federal Government to attract private funding sources, ensuring rural transport 

infrastructure is up to scratch in order for Australian farmers to remain competitive. As a 

first step, the NFF has welcomed the government’s current commitments to undertake an 

infrastructure audit, and develop a priority investment pipeline. The NFF will continue to 

advocate for agricultural to be prioritised on the government’s audit, and key food and 

fibre projects identified in the investment pipeline. For more, read our media release here.  

Blueprint Communique Progress 
Over 100 key industry leaders from across the agricultural sector and its supply chain met 

on 12 December 2013 to progress the sector’s Blueprint for Australian Agriculture. Of the 

goals identified in the first Blueprint forum, the forum sought to drive the four key themes 

identified in the previous forum, these include: Innovation, research, development, 

extension; Competitiveness; Agriculture within Society; and Natural Resources. In 

collaboration with the Blueprint Chairs, we are in the final stages of collating the 

discussion points and action items from the Forum, which will help develop a Blueprint 

Communiqué. The communiqué is set to be distributed to all Blueprint Invitees in the near 

future.   

ABARES Outlook 2014 Conference 
NFF President Brent Finlay will be speaking at the ABARES Outlook 2014 Conference on 

Tuesday 4 March 2014 in Canberra. As a prominent guest speaker, Brent will be 

presenting on the future of agriculture to more than 700 key industry identities and 

delegates from around the world. This year’s theme ‘Realising the Opportunities’ will 

examine Australia’s economic outlook, the future of agriculture, opportunities in Asian 

markets, developments in northern Australia and challenges in productivity and 

infrastructure. For more information, visit the ABARES website here.  

mailto:dmckeon@nff.org.au
http://www.nff.org.au/read/4377/urgent-action-needed-for-better-rural.html
http://www.daff.gov.au/ABARES/outlook-2014/Pages/HOME.aspx
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CYCLONE DYLAN BRINGS RAIN FOR SOME, BUT 
DISAPPOINTMENT FOR MANY 
WHILE bringing monsoonal weather to parts of the North Queensland coast and adjacent inland, Tropical Cyclone Dylan has 

failed to move inland and southwards enough to bring widespread relief to many regions that had been hoping to receive rain 

from the system. Causing some damage from flooding and wind between Mackay and Townsville, it had been hoped that the 

system would strike the right balance of bringing significant rainfall – but not too much. Some farmers in its path will have 

sustained significant damage, while other farmers missed out on rain altogether. January is typically a quiet month for horticultural 

production in the Bowen region, meaning there does not seem to have been significant damage to fruit and vegetable crops. QFF 

is pleased to note that many regions including Central Queensland and along the coast have received notable and welcome rain, 

particularly with the development of another cyclone – Cyclone Edna – over the weekend. We hope that a further break in the 

season is imminent in February. 

DROUGHT MEETING FOCUSES ON NEED FOR ASSISTANCE 
MEASURES 
DROUGHT affected primary producers hope that a drought meeting in St George on the weekend will lead to improvements to 

drought relief measures available from the Federal Government. The meeting came as part of a tour of drought-affected regions 

by Federal Agriculture Minister, Barnaby Joyce, where Mr Joyce heard a range of views on measures that needed to be 

implemented to assist farmers impacted by drought. Mr Joyce has indicated that he will be lobbying for a proposal among his 

Cabinet colleagues, but the specifics of such are proposal have not yet been detailed. He also flagged that a return to exceptional 

circumstance measures such as interest rate relief could be difficult. However, there has also been discussion suggesting a rural 

reconstruction bank could be an option to be investigated, to provide a floor in the property market and relief to rural debt. 

QFF sees that media reports today that “$7 billion” in drought aid could be needed are alarmist and run a significant risk of 

creating a vastly unreflective image of the general profitability and sustainability of the overall agricultural sector. At the same 

time, QFF acknowledges the huge impact of the current drought is having on entire communities and individuals and the need for 

greater assistance and preparedness and resilience measures. QFF will continue to work with the Federal and State 

governments as they improve drought assistance measures. 

FEDERAL Minister for Agriculture, Barnaby Joyce, has announced an Agricultural Industry Advisory Council, with the aim of 

assisting the government to reduce red tape and to drive regulatory reform. Council members have expertise across a wide range 

of agriculture, fisheries and forestry industries and will advise the Minister on issues and challenges facing the industry including 

returns to the farm gate, attracting investment in Australian agribusiness, ways to increase agriculture’s efficiency, export 

opportunities and infrastructure priorities for agriculture. 

QFF welcomes the establishment of this committee and note that it consists of well-credentialed individuals highly capable of the 

task, while also noting that the Council fails to have representation from a number of important and high value commodities 

produced in Australia, many of which face unique challenges and deserve an opportunity for representation at such a forum.   

NEW ADVISORY COUNCIL ESTABLISHED, BUT NOT ALL 
COMMODITIES AT THE TABLE 



Contact Us 

HEAD OFFICE 

141 Young Street, Ayr 

Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm   

Fri:  9am - 3pm                                                                                                    

4790 3600 

 

PROJECT 

& TRAINING 

CENTRE  

CANEGROWERS Hall,  

68 Tenth Street, Home Hill 

Office Open By Appointment  

4782 1922 

Debra Burden Regional Manager 0417 709 435 

4790 3603 

Wayne Smith Manager: Member Services 0428 834 802 

4790 3604 

Gary Halliday SmartCane BMP Facilitator 0438 747 596 

Michelle Andrews Manager: Finance & Admin 4790 3602 

Tiffany Giardina Payroll & Administration 4790 3601 

Glyn Arundale Insurance Regional Manager 0408 638 518 

4790 3606 

Martine Bengoa Insurance Consultant 4790 3605 

Email address:  firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au 

DIRECTORS  

Phil Marano 

Chair 

marano@bigpond.com 0404 004 371 

David Lando 

Deputy Chair 

david@landoandsons.com.au 0417 770 345 

Russell Jordan jorfar@exemail.com.au 0427 768 479 

Owen Menkens owen_menkens@hotmail.com 0409 480 179 

Steven Pilla mpbella@bigpond.com.au 0417 071 861 

Roger Piva rogerdpiva@gmail.com 0429 483 815 

Sib Torrisi sibbyt58@bigpond.com 0429 827 196 

Arthur Woods artywoods1@bigpond.com 0415 961 945 

canenews  is read by the majority of Burdekin cane 

farmers and their families in the Burdekin.  Copies 

are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS Offices, 

businesses, industry, politicians, Government 

Agencies and members of the community. 

 

Published Weekly by: 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited 

 

Postal Address:  PO Box 933,  AYR  QLD  48073 

Telephone:   (07) 4790 3600 

Facsimile:   (07) 4783 4914 

Email:    bdk@canegrowres.com.au 

 

Please direct all advertising enquiries and materials 

to the above. 

Disclaimer 

In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our” 

means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our 

directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter 

has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do 

our very best to present information that is correct and 

accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or 

representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or 

accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter, 

for any purposes. 

Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be 

excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss, 

damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of 

the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information 

appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole 

responsibility and risk associated with the use and results 

of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you 

agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage 

whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of, 

or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We 

recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any 

information provided in this newsletter. 

PAYROLL SERVICES 

Members receive a  

50% discount 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin offers payroll services for your 

employees including weekly, fortnightly or monthly pays via 

EFT. 

Your superannuation and monthly reporting needs are 

taken care of and your Group Certificates distributed and 

lodged with the ATO. 

 

For more information on this service contact  

Tiffany on 4790 3601 


