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ATTENTION ALL
MEMBERS

Membership Fees
For 2014/2015
CBL Administration Fee

21 cents

CBL Water Perils Crop Comp.

2 cents

CGU Fire Perils Crop Comp.
Sub Total

1.86 cents
24.86 cents
+ GST

2010 Sucrogen Dispute Fighting Fund TBA
Queensland CANEGROWERS Fee

The special half price membership offer for new members is a value
proposition to encourage unity and support the viability of Burdekin
growers by reducing costs. If you know any cane farmers who are
not already members of CANEGROWERS we encourage you to let
them know about this special offer and to encourage them to give us
a call.

SPECIAL 50% DISCOUNT FOR
NEW MEMBERS
A 50% discount on the total Membership Fee is on offer for new members .
For the 2014/15 year, for any new member who joins or re-joins
CANEGROWERS they will receive the full benefits of being a member of
CANEGROWERS for half price.

TBA

Sucrogen Dispute Fighting Fund as agreed with
Impacted members the levy for the dispute has
been 20 cents for the previous 3 years.

As an example if the total of all of the levies remained exactly the same as
last year at 36 cents then the new member would only pay 18 cents per
tonne for the 2014/15 year and this would provide full membership of
Canegrowers Burdekin and CANEGROWERS Qld plus crop
compensation cover for both Water and Fire.

The QLD CANEGROWERS Fee for the coming year
should be determined by the end of May, once this
has been set we will advise the amounts.

Last

Terms and conditions apply. One condition being the special 50% discount applies
to the full levy for new members/tonnage with up to and including 40,000 tonnes.
For new members with tonnage over 40,000 a special discount will be negotiated.

year the fee for QLD CANEGROWERS was 11.25 cents.

Regional Manager celebrates 2 years
service
Two years has quickly passed since Debra was appointed as the Regional
Manager for Canegrowers Burdekin.
Left: CANEGROWERS Staff celebrate the work anniversary—Tiffany Giardina
(Payroll & Administration), Michelle Andrews (Finance & Administration), Glyn
Arundale (CANEGROWERS Insurance Services) & Debra Burden (Regional
Manager)

This newsletter is not to be distributed or reproduced without the express permission of CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd
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Crop insurance ….. A Member
benefit that could save your
business

Two significant benefits of being a member of CANEGROWERS Burdekin are the low cost
Fire Insurance and Water Perils Crop Compensation Cover.
Fire Insurance protects all members’ sugarcane through an annual policy with CGU
Insurance, the strong membership of CANEGROWERS keeps the costs down.
The Water Perils Crop Compensation Scheme is provided by CANEGROWERS Burdekin.

www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au

Scan on your
smartphone to
download our
app

Fire Perils

Water Perils

Coverage

The policy provides cover for
financial loss due to the total
loss of standing cane or the additional cost of harvesting as a
result of fire damage to standing
cane (other than controlled burn
-off)

The Scheme covers a loss due
to cane being condemned or the
costs of mitigation to prevent
cane being condemned through
water from any source after a
controlled burn-off.

Cost

1.86 cents per tonne plus GST

2 cents per tonne plus GST

Provided By

CGU

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd

Period of Insurance

It is an annual policy renewed
from 1 June each year.

The Scheme operates during the
crushing season.

Indemnity

$35 per tonne of cane
50 tonne excess

$35 per tonne of cane
50 tonne excess
$650,000 (Aggregate Indemnity)

Additional features

CGU will pay for additional costs
including fire brigade charges
necessarily and reasonlably incurred for the sole purpose of
avoiding or diminishing a loss
following an insured peril.

Cost of mitigation to avoid cane
being condemned: The additional cost reasonably incurred for
the sole purpose of avoiding or
mitigating a loss consequent
upon the happening of a specified event up to $5.00 per tonne
of cane harvested

@BurdekinCANE

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd
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Reef guardian meeting
The annual Burdekin Reef Guardian Networking Meeting was held on
Wednesday 26 Feb at St Francis School.
The meeting was attended by over 26 interested delegates and the agenda
included:



An overview of the schools program and support available to schools



An update on GBRMPA priorities



The challenges of managing inshore biodiversity and strengthening
partnerships to develop local solutions



An update and discussion on the current focus projects of Reef Guardian
Schools in the Burdekin region and Queensland wide

Of the eleven Reef Guardian schools in our region six were represented at the
session including: East Ayr State School, Giru State School, Home Hill State
School, Millaroo State School, St Coleman’s School and St Francis School.
Gary Halliday attended to share with delegates an overview of the new
SmartCane BMP.
Debra represented CANEGROWERS and manned a stand that presented the
various support tools developed by CANEGROWERS which include the
“Journey of the Jelly Bean” brochure and support DVD together with copies of
The Sugarcane Industry six modules that make up the “Schools Pack” teacher
resource. These six modules cover:



Paddock to Plate



Water



Soil



Biodiversity



One Crop many uses



Nutrition
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Wilmar Q4 profit drops on
low investment gains;
consumer, oilseeds excel
Feb 20 (Reuters) - Singapore's Wilmar International Ltd said lower investment
gains and change in value of some assets dragged down its profit in the fourth
quarter, offsetting a strong showing by its consumer products and oilseeds
businesses.
Its net profit for the quarter fell 23 percent from a year earlier to $369 million.
For 2013, profit rose 5.1 percent to $1.32 billion, in line with a mean forecast of
$1.31 billion, according to Reuters data.
Fair value of biological assets, which assumes future increases in value of
crops and other agricultural assets, flipped into a loss at the end of 2013, while
quarterly non-operating items dropped 60 percent on the year given lower
investment gains, Wilmar said on Thursday.
Wilmar - the world's top palm oil processor that also has business interest in
sugar, laurics and other commodities - said its top revenue contributing palm
and laurics division posted a 2.7 percent drop in revenue in the quarter but a
2.9 percent gain in profit before tax. Plantations and palm oil mills business
posted a 25.1 percent drop in pre-tax profit despite a marginal gain in revenue,
hurt by fair value losses from biological assets. The full-year pre-tax profit for
the division fell 34.3 percent due to lower average selling prices and production
yield.
Wilmar is using its clout to push palm oil suppliers to comply with its new
environmental policy, but the move is stirring up a battle with growers and
governments that have profited from their environmentally damaging practices.
The robust growth in its sugar business also took a pause, as milling profits
were recorded in the previous quarter due to favourable weather conditions.
The segment's pre-tax profit for the fourth quarter slid 81.9 percent from a year
earlier.
The commodities firm, however, saw strong results from the oilseeds and
grains divisions, which were the best performers among various business
segments.
Pre-tax quarterly profit in the oilseeds and grains segment more than doubled
from a year ago.
"This was mainly driven by stronger crushing margins from higher local meal
prices, due to improving demand as well as tight local supply conditions
resulting from delayed soybean shipments," the company said in a statement.
Consumer products division was the second-best performer, posting an 84
percent rise in pre-tax quarterly profit, on greater demand for edible oils, flour
and rice and the earlier arrival of the Lunar New Year holiday in China.
"As oilseeds and grains records its sixth consecutive quarter of profit; and our
consumer and other businesses continue to grow and gain strength, we are
optimistic on the future of China as well as our long term prospects there," it
said in the statement.
Wilmar declared a final ordinary dividend of 5.5 Singapore cents per share, up
from 3 Singapore cents in 2012. (Reporting by Rujun Shen; Editing by Himani
Sarkar)

Workplace
bullying laws
New commonwealth bullying laws came into
effect on 1 January 2014.
With the new laws, it is expected that an
increased level of scrutiny and responsibility
will apply in the workplace. From 1 January,
workers who reasonably believe that they have
been bullied at work can easily, readily and
cheaply apply to the FWC for an order to stop
bullying. Whilst the emphasis of the FWC will
be on conciliation, penalties and orders in
extreme cases can be invoked.
In a recent Victorian court decision, a worker
was awarded over $300,000 in damages for
management’s negligent failure to reasonably
address bullying behaviour.
Employers have an obligation to provide a safe
place and system of work and must take
positive steps to deter bullying, and to address
and resolve complaints promptly when they
arise. Employers are however entitled to take
‘reasonable management action’ in a
‘reasonable manner’.
Click here for a link to the FWC web site, and
the FWC Guidebook on bullying. I would
encourage all employers to understand their
obligations and implement appropriate policies
and procedures to minimise the risk of
exposure to workplace bullying claims.
Chris Cooper
CJ Cooper & Associates
Solicitors
Telephone (07) 3864 6441
Facsimile (07) 3864 6459
Email: cjcooper@canegrowers.com.au

A benefit of being a member of
CANEGROWRES is that you have
access to free general legal advice
from CJ Cooper & Associates. Chris
can be contacted on the details
above.
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QSL grower member
workshop

This week QSL hosted a full-day workshop
for its Grower Representative Members to
provide them with a greater understanding of
their operations and to seek input and
feedback regarding QSL’s services and
products. It was a busy day, with
presentations from QSL staff on a range of
topics, including marketing and the mills’ new
economic interest selling arrangements,
pricing, finance and the Advances scheme,
logistics, our quality scheme and
stakeholder engagement initiatives.
It was a very positive event that not only
helped to provide a greater understanding of
QSL’s efforts on behalf of its members, but
also identified and reaffirmed the aspirations
and key priorities of growers so QSL can
continue to serve these moving forward.
QSL elected members for the Burdekin are
Russell Jordan ,Owen Menkens, Max Menzel
and Peter Hall. These positions are three
yearly with elections to be held later this year
for the new term.
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The dangers of under insurance
Property owners are advised when insuring their properties,
when the cost of replacement is being considered, that they
take careful account of the current building standards that may
be applicable to their property.
This advice is prompted by the recent experience of some
property owners rebuilding after the Blue Mountain fires that
occurred in October 2013. The developing issue is being
reported by claim handlers dealing with insured property
owners affected by the fires as property owners and their
insurers are starting to rebuild, they are being faced with the
increased cost of changes to building standards that have
been introduced in the past four years.
The building standards apply to new buildings (which includes
rebuilding of residences lost in the fires) and major
renovations/ repairs in areas that may be affected by fire, and operate to increase the cost of rebuilding. This has led to a
number of properties being underinsured in the Blue Mountains area. Other parts of Australia are also faced with building
standards that have been changing over time, including areas likely to be affected by major storms and cyclones. It is critical
property owners take account of current building standards when insuring their properties.
Another point to raise are the dangers of underinsurance, does your current policy have an average/co-insurance clause? If so
and your assets are not adequately insured you could find yourself significantly out of pocket in the event of a claim. One of the
reasons we advise against Under-insurance is that in the event of a total loss, you will not have enough to fully reinstate or rebuild or replace your property. But what happens if you only have a minor loss? Is this factored into how the claim is calculated?
Many insurers will rely on an Average Clause also sometimes called a Co-insurance clause or an Under-insurance clause. You
should make sure first that you have such clauses in your policies and secondly, their implications.
For most Business Insurance policies, the answer is yes. However, the majority of Householders policies these days do not have
average/coinsurance/underinsurance clauses. Insurers have these clauses firstly to encourage full insurance coverage but as a
protection for themselves if they are only partially covering a risk. Their argument is that they are expected to cover a risk but if it
is not fully insured, then they have not collected the entire premium needed for not just a total loss, but also for a partial loss. For
a partial loss should they be expected to pay the full cost of repairs when they have not received the entire premium to cover the
risk fully?
A simple example illustrating the basic principle, application and effect of the Average / Co-Insurance clause, assuming no
excess/deductible is as follows:
Full (Replacement) Value
Sum Insured
Therefore you would be self insured for 50% of the full value.

$ 1,000,000
$ 500,000

Amount of Claim, say
Amount payable by Insurers as a result of the application of Average/Co-Insurance
(being 50% of the $100,000)

$ 100,000
$ 50,000

Contact Glyn or Martine before renewing any insurance policy on 4790 3606.

Glyn and Martine are currently attending the Steadfast Insurance conference returning Thursday 6 March. For
urgent enquires please phone or email Glyn on 0408 638 518 / glyn_arundale@canegrowers.com.au. For any
claims matters during this time please contact the appropriate insurer on the details below:
CGU - 13 24 80
claims@cgu.cm.au

Vero - 1300 888 073
lodgeclaim@vero.com.au

QBE - 1800 023 387

Allianz - 1300 300 573
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A lesson in spraying
right for better results
in sugarcane crops
Sugar Research Australia Ltd hosted a group of sugarcane
advisors at The University of Queensland’s Centre for Spray
Technology Application Research and Training (C-START) to
learn more about emerging spray technologies and practices
on 6–7 February 2014.

Solar Energy
Is solar a viable option for sugar cane farmers?

Dr Andrew Ward, Executive Manger Professional Extension
and Communication Unit, SRA said that the Spray Application
Technology Workshop—which included representatives from
productivity services groups and other industry participants—
was held to up-skill advisors and improve their knowledge in
an area that could yield promising results for growers.
“Part of SRA’s role is to ensure that best practice advice and
latest research findings make their way to those who are
involved in providing on-farm support,” Dr Ward said.
Competition from weeds causes significant losses in
production and profitability for growers. As the sugar industry
moves towards farming systems based on minimum tillage,
growers are becoming more dependent on herbicides. But at
the same time they face increasing pressure to reduce
herbicide runoff.
“Therefore growers need to understand the latest spraying
technologies and recommendations that can save them time
and money, while reducing the environmental impact of weed
control,” he advised.
The two-day technical event funded by SRA Capacity Building
funds presented lessons and practical demonstrations to arm
the advisors with information to help growers meet these
challenges.
Information covered during the event included an overview of
the developments in drift-control adjuvants and how to
optimise the use of electronic and fully automatic spray
controllers. The importance of the impact different mixes of
chemicals can have on spray quality, including droplet size
and the range of the spray was discussed.
“Getting the spray right and using a fit-for-purpose sprayer is
critical to improving on-farm results.
“It is important that we continue to arm the advisor community
with this type of technically strong information to pass onto
growers, to help improve their production and ultimately their
bottom line,” Dr Ward concluded.
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DATES TO
REMEMBER
Harvesting grouping
applications close Friday
28 February
Landcare propagation
workshop, Saturday 1
March 8.00-8.30am at
Nursery Kennedy Street
Ayr
LBLCA (Landcare)
Meeting, Tuesday 4 March
at John Hy Peake room,
Burdekin Shire Council
BPS / SRA Grower
Information Meeting, 8am
Wednesday 5 March at
the Ayr Showgrounds

Quad bike deaths drive calls for increased safety

The death of three people in North Queensland from quad bike accidents so far this year
has led to renewed calls for mandatory training and helmets ahead of an investigation by
the coroners office into the growing toll. Click on the above to see the ABC 7.30report
which aired Friday 21 February.

GIVE (Grower Innovation
Virtual Expo) is to be held
Monday 17 March to
Thursday 20 March in
Innisfail

ARE YOU
LOOKING FOR
CASUAL FARM
WORK?
Put your name down at
CANEGROWERS Burdekin
by emailing
bdk@canegrowers.com.au
with your name and work
experience.
Classifieds are free for
members email your ad to
bdk@canegrowers.com.au
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CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the
fight on all issues affecting cane farmers
For the week ending to 24 February 2014

SRA membership drive


SRA has advised that thanks to the enormous effort put in by CANEGROWERS, they are nearly half way there (2100
memberships). With another half of the industry yet to sign up, SRA will be ramping up their membership drive in the coming
weeks to ensure the vast majority of growers take up the opportunity to have a say in the future of their research body.

Drought Impact on Southern Region


Drought conditions are having a dramatic impact on crops in the Bundaberg, Isis, Maryborough and Rocky Point
regions. CANEGROWERS, assisted by QFF, has been liaising with SunWater investigating options to strengthen water
allocations in the Maryborough region.

NDRRA Assistance


Herbert Cane Productivity Services and Mackay Area Productivity Services are assisting with the assessment of damages
and losses for their respective growers impacted by tidal surges off TC Dylan.



DAFF Queensland has advised that the Mackay grower is eligible to apply for an Individually Disaster Stricken Property
declaration. If granted, it would allow the producer to apply for a QRAA loan of up to $250,000.



In respect to the Herbert River growers, DAFF Queensland is looking at options as there are a few more growers impacted.

WWF meeting


CANEGROWERS Qld Chair, Paul Schembri, CEO Brendan Stewart, Director Alan Dingle, Manager Environment & Natural
Resources Matt Kealley and Smartcane BMP Project Manager Malcolm Petrie met with WWF's CEO and Dermot O'Gorman
and Nick Heath.



The discussion focused on the recent comments WWF made on the Smartcane BMP, position on reef issues around
nitrogen, Bonsucro and their expectations of the cane industry.



The meeting was initiated by CANEGROWERS.



Both organisations agreed to talk more about concerns, with WWF offering a "no surprised policy" on issues relating to cane
and the reef.

Agvet Reform meeting


CANEGROWERS met with the Australian Government on the Agvet reform bill which relates to chemical registration.



Discussion points included the Agvet reform Bill, the removal of the re-registration requirement of chemicals of concern every
five years from the bill, options around minor use chemicals, and the process until June 2014.

Reef Guardian Farmers


Last week CANEGROWERS Qld’s Manager of Environment and Natural Resources Matt Kealley attended the fifth Reef
Guardian Farmers Steering committee in Townsville.



GBRMPA is continuing the Reef Guardian Farmers program to 2018. There are good links to Smartcane BMP.



Actions include refining the strategy for the next 5 years, engaging growers, refining the application, evaluation and
communication tools, and rolling out the program.
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CANEGROWERS Queensland cont
Electricity


QCA recently held its last regional workshop in Brisbane, CANEGROWERS Qld Head of Economics Warren Males and
Project Officer Jonathan Pavetto attended. During that meeting QCA stressed the constraints of its terms of
reference. CANEGROWERS was left with the very clear impression that the QSA’s final electricity price determination for
2014-15 was unlikely to be very different to the recommendations foreshadowed in its draft report. A CANEGROWERS
response to the QCA draft report is in preparation.



CANEGROWERS Electricity Committee met. The QCA process and the work we are pursuing with Ergon and the AER
ahead of the next AER five year price reset were discussed.



CANEGROWERS Directors Allan Dingle and Rajinder Singh, together with Head of Economics Warren Males met Minister
McArdle and conveyed in very clear terms the impact of the high electricity prices on irrigation users and expressed concern
that the QCA’s terms of reference constrained it from taking account of the consequences of its pricing determination on the
industry’s profitability and international competitiveness.

Trade and Market Access


CANEGROWERS Qld’s Head of Economics Warren Males is representing the industry in meetings being held in conjunction
with the Trans Pacific Partnership Ministerial meeting, building support for improved market access for sugar in the trade
agreement. In these discussions, New Zealand Trade Minister Groser, Singapore’s Lead Negotiator, Malaysia’s Lead Market
Access Negotiator and Canada’s Market Access negotiator have all expressed their country’s support for improving market
access for sugar.



Australia, Canada and New Zealand have joined voices in a Tri-Nations Sugar Group calling for a high quality,
comprehensive outcome for agricultural liberalisation in a Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) Agreement. The group says sugar
must not be excluded from the TPP.

Mackay Sugar aligns with Brazilian Copersucar, growers’
share of sugar to remain with QSL
The announcement today that Australia’s second largest sugar
milling group, Mackay Sugar, will link with the world’s largest
sugar exporter, Copersucar, comes hot on the heels of a recent
industry agreement to allow mills to market their share of the
sugar they produce.
In Australia, the economic interest in sugar produced is shared
on a two-thirds/one-third basis between growers and millers.
Australia-wide, the growers’ two-thirds economic interest
accounts for around two million tonnes of sugar, while the onethird economic interest held by the mills is around the one
million tonne mark.
The new arrangement will see Mackay Sugar exporting up to
one-third of the sugar produced at their milling sites at Farleigh,
Marian, Racecourse in central Queensland, through
Copersucar. The Brazilian based giant exports around 10
million tonnes of sugar and has the capacity for 10 billion litres
of ethanol, making it the largest sugar and ethanol trader in the
world.
“It is grower owned and hence it would seem to be a natural fit
for Mackay Sugar which is owned by about 1000 growers in the
central Queensland district of Mackay,” said CANEGROWERS
Chairman and Mackay sugarcane grower Paul Schembri
today. Mr Schembri warned, however, that growers are still

strongly rusted on to QSL as the preferred marketer of the
grower-owned two million tonnes of export sugar.
While the two-thirds/one-third economic interest formula has
been recognised broadly across industry for many years now,
last year Queensland’s sugarcane growers mounted a
campaign so they could continue to channel their two-thirds
through the partially grower-owned entity, QSL. QSL currently
markets some 80% of Queensland’s production, leveraging
significant outcomes for Australian sugar on the export market
and giving growers unequalled transparency and assurance
that they are achieving the best return possible by marketing
through an entity they partially own and control.
Mr Schembri says it will be business as usual for Mackay
growers in that their grower-interest would continue to be
marketed through QSL.
“CANEGROWERS are adamant that growers’ two-thirds
economic interest remain with QSL. The future of stable
marketing surrounds growers having rights over their two-thirds
economic interest of two million tonnes,” he said today.
“While this partnership with Copersucra creates strategic and
commercial opportunities for Mackay Sugar, the mill and all
growers going forward will be best served by the continuation of
single-face, high-volume, low-cost marketing through QSL.” 10

QSL update

By Carla Keith, QSL Industry Relationship Manager
for week ending 28 February 2014

QSL works on behalf of its members to promote the
development of the Queensland sugar industry. Under its
constitution, it has two types of members – Mill Owner Members
and Grower Representative Members. Our current Mill Owner
Members are:
• Bundaberg Sugar Limited
• Isis Central Sugar Mill Company Limited
• Mackay Sugar Limited
• Wilmar International
• MSF Sugar Limited
• Tully Sugar Limited
• W H Heck & Sons Pty Limited

(Note: There is currently one vacant position following the
recent resignation of Lawrence Bugeja from the Central
Region.)
In addition to our elected representatives, the Australian Cane
Farmers Association Limited (ACFA) and Queensland Cane
Growers Organisation Limited (CANEGROWERS) both appoint
one Grower Representative each. Their current representatives
are Don Murday (ACFA) and Paul Schembri
(CANEGROWERS).

Marketing
Declarations for the 2014 season will close tomorrow, Friday 28
February, allowing QSL to start pricing and selling the 2014
crop. The price of the Guaranteed Floor Pool will subsequently
be locked in on the first trading day after declarations close.
The current indicative prices for this are:

Our Grower Representative Members include 21 Elected
Holders who are growers from throughout the state
representing each of QSL’s designated mill areas. These
current Elected Holders are:
• Russell Jordan (Burdekin Region)
• Peter Hall (Burdekin Region)
• Owen Menkins (Burdekin Region)
• Max Menzel (Burdekin Region)
• Joe Russo (Isis mill area)
• Francis Perna (Central Region)
• Anthony Ross (Central Region)
• Gerard Puglisi (Mossman mill area)
• Maryann Salvetti (Tableland mill area)
• Robert Rossi (Mulgrave mill area)
• Barry Stubbs (Northern Region – South Johnstone mill area)
• Tom Harney (Tully mill area)
• Michael Pisano (Herbert River Region)
• Vincent Russo (Herbert River Region)
• Peter Quod (Proserpine mill area)
• Kevin Borg (Plane Creek mill area)
• Antonio Castro (Southern Region)
• Kelvin Griffin (Southern Region)
• Jeffrey Atkinson (Maryborough mill area)
• Richard Skopp (Rocky Point mill area)

Indicative Floor Prices as at 27.02.14
2014 Floor Strike
Achieved

449.00 AUD/MT

433.00
IPS

AUD/MT

Absolute Floor

439.00 AUD/MT

423.00
IPS

AUD/MT

Participation rate

50%

Please note that the above prices are indicative only and will
change daily until we can “lock-in" the Absolute Floor Price. If
the price eventually secured is $10 less than the last indicative
Absolute Floor Price published on our website before the
Declaration Date, then growers will have the option of moving
their sugar out of the Guaranteed Floor Pool and into another
pool. Please see your mill for further details regarding this. For
more information about the Guaranteed Floor Pool or any other
QSL-managed pools please read the Pool Description Sheets
available from our website at www.qsl.com.au.

QSL market update

By Steve Stone, QSL Treasurer
as at 25 February 2014

Sugar
Raw sugar futures have strengthened during the past fortnight,
rallying 15 per cent from lows in January. While the dry
weather in Brazil is still raising concerns for their 2015 crop,
the physical surplus of sugar still looking for a home will
continue to cap price strength.
Key market themes are:
Speculative money is being moved out of commodities and
into the equity market
 China appears to have stopped stockpiling
 The new Indian export subsidy is unlikely to impact supply
due to the short window of opportunity
 Dry weather may impact on Brazil’s forecast yields for
next season
 The Brazilian currency is influencing the short-term sugar
price as the world’s largest producer

Currency
The Australian dollar continues to trade at the top-end of
recent ranges around the US90 cent level. Better-thanexpected economic data from our major trading partner,
China, has been a positive for our currency. Local economic
data remains weak, with the RBA continuing to voice
disapproval around currency strength. The outlook remains
positive for Australian exporters, with a recovering US
economy likely to see the $US strengthen across the board
and a lower Australian dollar into the second half of 2014.
We’ll be looking for sellers to emerge above US90 cents, with
a test of US85 cents likely in the medium term. Ultimately,
QSL's view sees prices still under some pressure as we soak
up the remaining surplus, yet strengthening next season as we
transition to a global deficit.
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Pricing information
2013 Season Advances & Payments
as at 17 February 2014

$/tonne IPS
Initial *
22 August 13*
26 September 13*
24 October 13*
21 November 13*
19 December 13*
23 January 14
20 February 14
20 March 14
24 April 14
22 May 14
26 June 14
Final Payment

% estimated
return

Wilmar newsletter

$219
$235
$256
$262
$275
$284
$305
$317
$327
$336
$346
$365
$384

Click here for the latest Sugar Mills Update from
Wilmar.

77.5%
82.5%
85.0%
87.5%
90.0%
95.0%
100%

Market reports
available for
members
Exclusive to CANEGROWERS members a free
market information service is available.

* paid
The Advance Program is a guide only. CANEGROWERS Burdekin takes
no responsibility for its accuracy. It only applies to growers who did not
forward price for 2013 (the default method). Growers who have forward
priced for 2013 will be paid the same percentage of their final expected
proceeds. For individual advance rates check your grower forecast on the
Wilmar website.

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices
as at 28 February 2014
Gross

$/Tonne IPS

2014 Season
2015 Season

$459
$473

$440
$453

2016 Season

$484

$464

This service includes:



A
specially
commissioned
fortnightly
CANEGROWERS Market Report prepared for
CANEGROWERS by Czarnikow Ltd.



The daily sugar and currency market analysis
In the Raw, prepared by Warren Males.



The LMC quarterly Sugar Price Forecasting
Service.

For more information and to subscribe to the
service click here.
QSL daily market reports are available via their
website www.qsl.com.au. To view the daily report
click here.

Estimated QSL Pool Prices
As at 21 February 2014
Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices

$/Tonne IPS
GROSS
QSL Harvest Pool

$390

QSL Discretionary Pool

$398

QSL Actively Managed Pool

$409

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool

$392

QSL US Quota Pool

$483

QSL 2013 Season Forward Pool

$429

QSL 2014 Season Forward Pool

$418

published on the QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is
updated regularly and provides a sense of how the QSL-managed pools
are performing over the current season.

The Green Pool weekly sugar reports which were
available to growers via the grower web are now
available through the CANEGROWERS Burdekin
website.
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Queensland, you’re next to have your say
Face-to-face meetings being held in Queensland in March and April will give those who know agriculture best the chance to
have their say in realising a strong and prosperous future for the sector.
Minister for Agriculture, Barnaby Joyce, is calling Queenslanders with a passion for agriculture to contribute to the Agriculture
Competitiveness White Paper process.
“Our local industry leaders, farmers and those in sectors connected to the land all have good ideas on how to get better returns
for the agriculture sector,” Minister Joyce said.
“If you have the ideas, enthusiasm and knowledge, now is the time to get involved and tell us how we can create a stronger,
more profitable and more sustainable agriculture sector.
“Our agriculture sector is a huge contributor to the Australian economy with our hardworking farmers producing around $50
billion worth of food and fibre each year with exports valued at almost $40 billion.”
The Agricultural Competitiveness White Paper Taskforce is travelling around Australia to meet with local farmers and industry
representatives to hear their ideas.
While in Queensland, the Taskforce will visit Longreach, Toowoomba, Georgetown, Bowen, Rockhampton and Bundaberg to
consult about the issues paper – the first step in the white paper development process.
Roundtable meetings with invited farmers and other agricultural representatives, along with scheduled one-on-one meetings
have been organised. Those passionate about making our agricultural industries stronger are encouraged to take an interest
and have their say.
If you would like to make a one-on-one appointment with the taskforce while they are near you, phone 02 6271 6272 or email
agricultural.competitiveness@pmc.gov.au.
If you are not attending a roundtable or have been unable to make a one-on-one appointment you can still make a submission.
To find out how, visit www.agriculturalcompetitiveness.dpmc.gov.au.
Building on our strengths in agriculture is part of the Australian Government’s plan to build a diverse 5-Pillar economy to generate jobs and deliver a stronger, more prosperous economy.
Submissions on the issues paper are due by 5 pm, 17 April 2014.

Town

Roundtable

One-on-one

Longreach

12 March

13 March

Toowoomba

25 March

25 March

Georgetown

2 April

2 April

Bowen

4 April

4 April

Rockhampton

15 April

14 April

Bundaberg

16 April

16 April
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QFF & NFF
Updates
CANEGROWERS is an
active member of
National Farmers’
Federation (NFF) and
Queensland Farmers
Federation (QFF) , a
partnership through which
we have been able to
concentrate and leverage
influence in areas of
importance to the cane
industry. As part of a
range of services, NFF &
QFF provides a range of
information, including
weekly cross-commodity
updates.

RENEWABLE ENERGY TARGET UNDER
REVIEW
THE Federal Government has announced that it will review the Mandatory Renewable
Energy Target (RET). The RET was established under the Howard Government but was
increased by the Rudd Government to target 20 percent of Australian electricity generation
by 2020. However, the scheme has been widely criticised as being one of the significant
contributors to rising electricity costs. The State Government has estimated that the RET
costs Queensland consumers about $81 per year on their electricity bills. For farmers, who
are far greater users of electricity than regular consumers, the cost is far greater. The RET
has also been criticised because its 20 percent target for 2020 is based on 45,000 gigawatt
hours, and since electricity demand has fallen in recent years because of increasing
efficiency measures and reduced consumption, it is expected that the 45,000 gigawatt hour
target will actually legislate a target greater than 20pc.
While the RET is just one of many factors contributing to rising energy costs and the
pressure this is creating for farmers, QFF supports this review. QFF is continuing to work
with stakeholders including Ergon Energy and the State Government on finding solutions
that help alleviate the burden of rapidly rising electricity costs upon farmers and the risks
this poses to farm businesses and communities.

$15 MILLION FOR HEALTHY
HEADWATERS
THE Australian Government has committed $15 million for on-farm irrigation improvements
through round six of the Healthy Headwaters program. Irrigators in the Queensland section
of the Murray Darling Basin are encouraged to apply for the funding. Those wishing to
apply must hold a water allocation in an eligible catchment and be willing to share half of
the water saved with the Federal Government. They must also contribute at least 10 per
cent of project costs through cash, in-kind or water. Those who make their contribution by
handing back water allocations will be eligible to receive full funding for their project. More
information is available here. Expressions of interest for Round 6 close on March 13.

LOWER BALONNE WATER TENDER
OPEN
A NEW tender round for water purchase has opened in the Lower Balonne. The tender
opened on February 17 and will close on March 14. For more information see here. This is
in addition to the recent announcement of groundwater tender purchase in the Condamine
Alluvium, with a budget of up to $5 million. For more information see here.

FUNDING FOR AG TECHNOLOGIES
COURSE
THE State Government has provided seed funding of $150,000 to support UQ Gatton’s
new Diploma of Agricultural Technologies course. The Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries
and Forestry, John McVeigh, said the course will help meet the needs of agri-industries
who need skilled graduates, as well as open up a whole new range of career pathways for
young people seeking employment in agriculture.
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PREVENTIVE HEALTH PROGRAMS MUST REMAIN ON THE
AGENDA
GROWCOM said last week’s speech by federal Minister for Health Peter Dutton at the CEDA conference in Brisbane had
highlighted the need for ongoing federal government investment in preventive health measures. Chief Advocate Rachel
Mackenzie said that the Minister had outlined the shocking statistics on obesity and diabetes in Australia:



The number of overweight and obese adults has risen to 63 per cent (two in every three adults)



Diabetes rates in adults and children have also risen dramatically in the past decade Data released by the Australian Institute
of Health and Welfare indicates that in 2012 there were 2200 children and young people diagnosed with type 2 diabetes and
that on average there are around 400 new cases of type 2 diabetes in children and young people each year.

The Minister noted that total expenditure on health care has increased by 122 percent in the 10 years to 2011/12 when it totalled
$140 billion. “While the current economic situation means options like this are being put on the table, it is important that the
bigger picture not be ignored,” Ms Mackenzie said. “It is rumoured that the Australian National Preventive Health Agency is likely
to be axed by the Commission of Audit. Since this agency is tackling problems such as obesity through policy advice, national
social media campaigns and sponsoring research, such a decision would make no sense. Governments in overseas countries
such as the United States and Britain are increasing preventive health budgets, not decreasing them, in recognition of the
effectiveness of this approach.”
“Fruit and vegetable producers are growing a key part of the solution to the community’s health problems. By increasing
consumption of fruit to two serves a day and vegetables to five serves a day, it’s been estimated we could save many millions of
dollars annually from the national health system through prevention of chronic disease.”

CANEGROWERS
weather update
The forecast rain outlook for the next 12 months
for Brandon is represented below. To see the
latest forecast for your postcode click here.
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Contact Us
HEAD OFFICE
141 Young Street, Ayr
Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm
bdk@canegrowers.com.au
Fri: 9am - 3pm
4790 3600

Debra Burden

PROJECT
& TRAINING
CENTRE
CANEGROWERS Hall,
68 Tenth Street, Home Hill
Office Open By Appointment
4782 1922

Regional Manager

0417 709 435
4790 3603

Wayne Smith

Manager: Member Services

0428 834 802
4790 3604

Gary Halliday

SmartCane BMP Facilitator

0438 747 596

Michelle Andrews

Manager: Finance & Admin

4790 3602

Tiffany Giardina

Payroll & Administration

4790 3601

Glyn Arundale

Insurance Manager

Martine Bengoa

Insurance Consultant

0408 638 518
4790 3606
4790 3605

Email address: firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au
DIRECTORS
Phil Marano
Chair

marano@bigpond.com

0404 004 371

David Lando
Deputy Chair

david@landoandsons.com.au

0417 770 345

Russell Jordan

jorfar@exemail.com.au

0427 768 479

Owen Menkens

owen_menkens@hotmail.com

0409 480 179

Steven Pilla

mpbella@bigpond.com.au

0417 071 861

Roger Piva

rogerdpiva@gmail.com

0429 483 815

Sib Torrisi

sibbyt58@bigpond.com

0429 827 196

Arthur Woods

artywoods1@bigpond.com

0415 961 945
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Disclaimer
In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our”
means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our
directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter
has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do
our very best to present information that is correct and
accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or
representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or
accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter,
for any purposes.
Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be
excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss,
damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of
the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information
appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole
responsibility and risk associated with the use and results
of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you
agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage
whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of,
or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We
recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any
information provided in this newsletter.

CANEGROWERS’ leadership has earned the respect of
community, industry and government for its persistence
and professionalism. The Burdekin’s local and regional
leadership is complemented by CANEGROWERS’
leadership at national and international levels.

