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ACCC Conference Collective Bargaining Draft
Decision
The ACCC convened a pre decision conference last
Friday. The main activity was conducted in Brisbane
with video links with its other offices in Canberra,
Adelaide and Townsville. CBL directors Phil Marano
and Roger Piva along with Manager Wayne Smith
observed and participated in the proceedings via the
video link in the ACCC Townsville office. The Herbert
River Negotiation Team were also in attendance to
participate in the video conference.

The main discussion came from Brisbane where the
main speakers were MSF’s CEO Mike Barry,
CANEGROWERS CEO Dan Galligan and Economics
head Warren Males, ASMC Executives Dominic Nolan
CBL directors Phil Marano and Roger Piva along with Manager Wayne Smith
and Jim Crane along with Wilmar representative
observed and participated in the proceedings via the video link in the ACCC
Duncan Glasgow. Mike Barry had a considerable
Townsville office
amount to say about his company and that whilst they
didn’t like the new legislation they decided to work with it and further that they have invested in a cogeneration facility at
Tablelands Mill and have plans for much more investment including a bio refinery and they are always conscious that they want
farmers to be profitable and productive so they are willing to enter discussions with their growers about how they can grow
together. Dominic Nolan’s main thrust was to deliver a message that the mills unanimously dislike the new Queensland
legislation; that they have no fear of collective bargaining as such but don’t want it to extend further intervention into the sugar
marketing arena. He made several references to not wanting to see a “one size fits all” result whereas all mill owners want tailor
made results for mill areas. Dan Galligan and Warren
Males pointed to historical developments that never
produced a “one size fits all” scenario. Even under the days
of most stringent regulation when Local Board Awards
were published in the Gazette there were always conditions
particular to the mill area. They did conclude nevertheless
that this is essentially all about Wilmar as the other mill
owners have been able to resolve their issues. This is all
about clarifying what kind of collective bargaining is
permitted as there have been instances where Wilmar has
declined certain discussions on the basis that they are
prohibited and may offend competition and consumer law.
VENUE: This is the
cultural complex not
the movie cinema

QSL was represented and said it has to consider the
overall industry as both millowners and growers are its
members. The ASMC expressed a criticism of QSL to
which QSL ably replied.
A draft summary of the pre decision conference prepared
by the ACC can be reviewed by clicking here.
The ACCC invited final written comments from conference
participants by 24th February and will be making a final
determination soon after.
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Burdekin farmers unite

Burdekin cane farmers and community members rallied in a united protest on Wednesday morning calling for Wilmar to come to
a fair and reasonable agreement with growers.
Hundreds of growers from the north and south side of the river traversed the Burdekin bridge in their farm utes as they
assembled by the entrance to Wilmar’s Inkerman Mill on their way to the Home Hill racecourse to continue their protest where
several speakers addressed the rally condemning government inaction and amongst several other subjects Wilmar’s recalcitrant
approach to on supply negotiations with QSL.
The rally which was organised by growers has been extensively reported in state and national media with likely international
exposure as well. Click here for the tv news coverage.
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Grower Choice
in Marketing

QSL has mailed out a letter this week to
growers inviting pre-registration with
QSL Direct. It is important to
understand that QSL is interested at
this point in obtaining indicative
commitments of the percentage of your
GEI production you would like to
commit to QSL as GEI marketer. At a
later point there will be an opportunity to
place orders for forward pricing to the
various pools on offer once the on
supply agreement with Wilmar is
settled. The QSL office in Ayr is located
in
Young
Street
between
the
Commonwealth Bank and the TAB and
is open between 8.30AM and 1PM;
other times outside of these hours can
be arranged by phoning Grower
Relationship Officer Rebecca Love on
0429 054 330.
The Canegrowers office is also willing
to support growers in any way it can
with completing the pre-registration
paperwork. It will be best to make an
appointment.

Changed Harvest Grouping
Applications for 2017 Season

Completed forms must arrive at Wilmar’s Burdekin CS&T office at Inkerman Mill
before Tuesday 28th February, 2017.
Grouping guidelines and application forms are available on the grower web or by
clicking here.

Burdekin Shire Council Plant
and Pest Notification

Council has released an updated copy of the form to be used for the reporting to
Council of plants and pests in an area you suspect it should not be.
The form can be accessed by clicking here.

New online tool to help you
choose the right fertiliser

SRA has developed a new tool for sugarcane growers to help select the right
fertiliser blend that matches the nutritional requirements of their paddocks.

Wilmar invited
to present an
update on OSA
negotiations
with QSL

The tool is called FertFinder and is available via the SRA website. It is aimed at
assisting sugarcane growers and advisors filter through the hundreds of fertiliser
products available on the market. This tool aims to make the process of choosing a
fertiliser simpler by highlighting fertiliser blends that are available in your region and
meet the nutritional requirements of your crop. Soil testing and choosing the right
fertiliser are crucial aspects of the SIX EASY STEPS approach to nutrient
management. SIX EASY STEPS is a science-based nutrient management tool that
enables the adoption of best practice nutrient management on-farm.

At the QSL presentation to growers in
the Burdekin earlier this month it was
raised that Wilmar should be invited to
provide an update and present their
views.

You can view the CaneClip here, explaining how to use the FertFinder. You can
access the file for your use here. For questions, contact SRA Adoption Officer,
Gavin Rodman, grodman@sugarresearch.com.au or (07) 4088 0701. SRA has also
developed this fact sheet.

Subsequently an invitation was issued
to Wilmar representatives engaged in
the on supply agreement negotiations
with QSL to attend a meeting of CBL
grower members convened specifically
for Wilmar to present their perspective
on the progress of negotiations.

New manual helps sugarcane
industry tackle a $70 million
problem

The initiative behind the invitation is to
give Wilmar the opportunity to present
to growers so that they may appraise
and gain a balanced view of the
situation that confronts them.
As at today’s date a response to the
invitation has not been received from
Wilmar.

Sugarcane growers have access to a tool that provides the latest information on
effective weed control in their crops, thanks to a new manual that has just been
created by SRA. SRA has just released the Weed Management in Sugarcane
manual, which provides comprehensive information on weed control for the
Australian sugarcane industry. You can read the media release here.
To receive a hardcopy of the manual contact
aevers@sugarresearch.com.au or (07) 3331 3308.

Ms

Andrea

Evers

on
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CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the
fight on all issues affecting cane farmers
For the week ending 14 February

Executive comment








The QCGO Board met last week. The Board meeting was predominately focused on financial management as we completed
our mid-year budget reforecast and revised corporate financial management policies. Associated with this was a review of
the end of season levy reconciliation and membership registers. The Board also assisted in preparations for the March
Policy Council.
Briefings of State and Federal political leaders – regarding marketing discussions and related media coverage and response.
Australian Sugar Alliance Trade Committee meeting to discuss progress with Japan, Indonesia, USA and European trade
issues.
AustSafe Super Board meeting.
Cane Changer – QCGO Environment and Sustainability Committee meeting and briefing with Behaviour Innovations
university intern team that have been working on the cane changer project design.
Presentation to the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (ACCC), in response to the conference request
regarding their draft determination authorising our request of collective bargaining powers. See policy report below.

ACCC pre-decision conference




CANEGROWERS participated in the ACCC convened a conference in Brisbane with participants Canberra, Adelaide and
Townsville joining by video link.
The conference comes ahead of the ACCC final decision in relation to CANEGROWERS application for authorisation for
collective bargaining in relation to cane supply and related agreements.
Consistent with ACCC guidelines, CANEGROWERS argued in support of the ACCC draft decision to authorise
CANEGROWERS companies to negotiate terms and conditions on behalf of our present and future members with sugar mills
and marketing and associated entities, creating efficiencies, that those members would not be able achieve on their own and
to do so without risk of breaching the Competition and Consumer Act 2010.

ASA Trade Committee


There have been several high-level government-to-government meetings in Japan and Australia in relation to the market
access issues for high pol Australian raw sugar entering Japan.

 The ASA Trade Committee received a preliminary findings report from Mr Peter Grey on what more can and should be




done to resolve this important market access issue. Taking account of Mr Grey’s recommendations, CANEGROWERS
and the ASA Trade Committee will be looking to improve access for high pol Australian raw sugar ahead of the
commencement of the 2017 harvest.
There is a strong and active engagement between Australia and Indonesia on the sugar issue.
The Chinese sugar safeguard investigation is continuing.

 Preparations are being made for an eight strong Chinese Ministry of Comerce (MOFCOM) investigation team visit
Australia to verify information provided by ASA in the course of the investigation

 A key point is that any increase in the importation of raw sugar from Australia has been gradual and progressive and has
not caused or threatened serious injury to the Chinese sugar industry.

QRAA


CANEGROWERS met with the QRAA CEO and officers to discuss the possibility of QRAA being able to assist with the
possible delivery of Clean Energy Finance Corporation funds to growers looking to improve their energy use efficiency.

Agricultural Industries Energy Taskforce




CANEGROWERS supported by the Sapere Research Group outlined to the Taskforce the work being done to highlight the
flaws in the application of national electricity market rules to network tariff setting are contributing to unsustainable electricity
price rises.
Taskforce members agreed to coordinate submissions to the Finkel Independent Review into the Future Security of the
National Electricity Market focussing on network prices, governance issues and the adverse market effects of price gaming.
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CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the
fight continued
Electricity trial


Ergon and DEWS are continuing their work in preparation for the commencement of the Agricultural Electricity Trials
announced by the government following its consideration of the Queensland Productivity Commission’s report on electricity.

 The enabling agreements between DEWS and Ergon, trial documents and associated website are expected to be
finalised by the end of February.

 If DEWS and Ergon meet this time frame, an early March launch is possible.

Reef regulations


CANEGROWERS has been advised that a high level position paper on reef regulations will be released by Queensland
Government in two weeks. Government will seek submissions and conduct regional meetings on the position paper.
CANEGROWERS is of the understanding that regulations will be extended to other agriculture commodities and will include
the southern region. CANEGROWERS met with the Department of Environment and Energy in Canberra to discuss reef
programs, Smartcane BMP and the Cane Changer project.

NFF


CANEGROWERS attended the Agvet Chemical Taskforce meeting in Canberra. Agenda items included an update on
APVMA relocation process from APVMA; update on COAG review of national chemical framework, update on the Agvet
chemicals reform process, discussion on Shirtan with NFF agreeing to support CANEGROWERS submission

Shirtan


CANEGROWERS has engaged with Biosecurity Queensland, NFF, Department of Agriculture and Water, Department of
Environment and Energy, ASMC and growers on this matter.

NESP


Attended NESP committee meeting to discuss funding priorities for year 3 of the program. Feedback and updates was
provided on current NESP projects, end-user engagement and communications

Rats


A minor use permit application has been submitted with APVMA to apply Rattoff aerially in Herbert River and Mackay.

Smartcane BMP








Regular catch-up with the Partnerships Director at with
Bonsucro on progress with the endorsement protocol,
the role of Smartcane BMP in helping growers be
Bonsucro-ready, and progress with the N roadmap.
Participated in Environment and Sustainability
Committee meeting
which
included
excellent
discussion on increasing accreditation rates in BMP,
the program’s role, and its future funding.
Reviewed progress with the database consultant re
progress in embedding additions to the web-based
assessment process to cover off on Bonsucro
indicators and on ‘Paddock to Reef’ practice data.
Updated district estimates of raw sugar production from
benchmarked and accredited growers.
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Earlier this week the LNP asked that QSL and Wilmar formally agree that an On-Supply Agreement would be finalised by 28
February 2017. We met with Wilmar yesterday and the outstanding issues were not resolved. The required
assurance sought was not able to be given to the LNP.
Given the very clear feedback we have had from Wilmar growers on the
key issues in dispute and the impact of those issues on QSL’s
ability to offer marketing choice to them on competitive terms, we With no agreement having been reached between Wilmar
are not able to agree to the current position Wilmar has proposed and QSL after the expiration of 48 hours Qld LNP Party &
Opposition Leader Tim Nicholls said that he is extremely
and a resolution will require some significant movement from
disappointed and that he will continue to urge both parties
Wilmar on those matters.
to come to an agreement by February 28. The LNP is
determined to ensure that growers in the Burdekin,
Unlike Wilmar, QSL wants Wilmar growers to be able to choose
Herbert and Central region have contracts offering
QSL as their GEI Sugar marketer and it is not in our interests to
genuine choice in marketing.
delay an agreement. We have been committed to this course for
“Given no agreement has been reached we will bring
many months and would like to see the issue resolved well before
amendments to the Sugar Industry Act at the next sitting
28 February.
of Parliament on February 28.”
We have successfully negotiated supply agreements for the
"The amendments will enforce mandatory arbitration
coming season with every Queensland miller, except Wilmar. We
when negotiations break down and there is a stalemate
have already made significant and substantial concessions to
between parties."
Wilmar – concessions not sought by or given to any other mill – that
have required QSL to spend considerable capital and resources on the unnecessary duplication
of systems and services, all at added cost to Wilmar growers. These Wilmar-specific requirements have
included but are not limited to the development and ongoing operation of an online grower pricing and payment platform for
Wilmar growers and the establishment of regional offices and support staff to work directly with Wilmar growers, both initiatives
driven by Wilmar’s insistence on different marketing terms from the agreements we have in place with every other Queensland
milling company.
Such considerable concessions and the comprehensibly different Wilmar OSA model and terms we have been discussing with
Wilmar are evidence of our willingness to compromise in order to provide growers with the choice of marketer the current
legislation envisaged. But as an industry service organisation committed to working in the best interest of Queensland growers
and millers, we cannot agree to Wilmar requests that will see even more new and unnecessary costs and risks pushed onto the
growers we are bound to serve.
We will continue to seek a commercial resolution with Wilmar, but we also welcome any effort that helps us move toward a
speedy and fair resolution to the current impasse.
DECLARATION DATE FOR WILMAR GROWERS
While 28 February has traditionally been the annual pricing Declaration Date for growers using QSL, Wilmar growers remain
unable to submit marketing or pricing nominations to QSL for the coming season as there is no OSA in place with Wilmar.
As a result, QSL’s traditional 28 February Declaration Date will be extended for Wilmar growers this year.
As soon as QSL secures an OSA with Wilmar, we intend to release details of the new marketing and pricing nomination dates
that will apply specifically for Wilmar growers. These new dates will provide Wilmar growers with adequate time to fully consider
and submit their pricing options under new Marketing Choice arrangements.
INTERIM PRICING – WILMAR GROWERS
Wilmar has not discussed its interim pricing arrangements with QSL and so we are unable to provide any information beyond that
publicly available regarding the implications for growers who choose to pursue this option with Wilmar.
However, we continue to have grave concerns for growers who would enter into this agreement without full information regarding
the potential costs associated with novating any pricing undertaken.
While QSL would do its best to accept novations of forward pricing from Wilmar Growers in such an agreement, it can only do so
when there is an OSA to transition the pricing to.
There may also be costs associated with these kinds of transfers, which the relevant grower could be wholly liable for (these
costs would vary on a case-by-case basis). Pricing may also need to be in an appropriate pricing ratio format to minimise any
potential costs.
We strongly urge any Wilmar growers considering interim pricing options to make sure they understand the terms of any such
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agreement, the costs involved, and what it locks them into.

QFF things to know
1.

The Australian Government has responded to the Horticulture Code of Conduct review. See what improvements will be put in
place to improve the current code HERE. Government response HERE.

2.

QFF horticulture industry member Growcom has urged growers to do the right thing after the detention and removal of nearly
30 farm workers on a strawberry farm on the Granite Belt. Growcom's statement HERE. Radio interview HERE.

3.

Australian farm bank debt levels have increasing from $10 billion to $60 billion over 25 years. See QFF President Stuart
Armitage's QCL column on the issues around farm debt and rural finance HERE.

4.

The Federal Government's Farm Household Allowance scheme (FHA) has been changed to add water assets to the eligibility
treating it in the same light as land, equipment and machinery. Details HERE.

5.

Queensland's irrigators and farmers have welcomed the federal government's commitment to make $2 billion available to
develop water infrastructure. See Barnaby Joyce's statement HERE. QFF statement HERE.

6.

QFF & the Local Govenment Assicoation of Queenslnad (LGAQ) have united in their calls for communities to have their say
on water buybacks as proposed in the Murray Darling Basin Authority’s Northern Basin Review. Statement HERE.

7.

The Department of Agriculture is seeking applications from farm businesses and organisations looking to undertake projects
and trade missions to boost the agricultural trading relationship between Australia and China. Details HERE.

8.

Water Asset stamp duty exemptions UPDATE: The Treasurer has approved an Administrative Arrangement (Public Ruling
DA 105.3.1) for the extension of concession for dutiable transactions for family businesses. Details HERE.

9.

Did you catch the last week’s edition of the Reef Alliance’s ‘Reliable 5’? See the latest HERE. Sign up for Reef Alliance
updates HERE (form at the bottom of page).

10. A tiny plastic farmer wearing a wide-brimmed hat and green overalls is doing his bit to raise awareness of Australian
agriculture. See Little Brick Pastoral's unique approach to telling our sector's story HERE.
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BPS shed meetings

Pricing information

Burdekin Productivity Services will be holding shed meetings
next week covering the following topics:

2016 Season Advances & Payments
as at 9 February 2017
$/tonne IPS
Initial
18 August 16*
20 October 16*
15 December 16*
26 January 17*
23 February 17
23 March 17
20 April 17
18 May 17
22 June 17
Final Payment

$267
$326
$368
$383
$423
$437
$464
$477
$490
$504
$530

% estimated
return







YCS research update
Chemical management and weed control
2016 productivity data and reports
Plating, manageing legume trash and nitrogen
New variety information

BBQ will be served at 8am/1pm with meeting to commence
8.30am/1.30pm.
80.0%
82.5%
87.5%
90.0%
92.5%
95.0%
100%

* paid

Date
Wed 8th
Mar
Wed 8th
Mar
Thur 9th
Mar
Fri 10th
Mar

Time

Group

Venue

8am

Rita Island

SES Shed

1pm

Jarvisfield/Kilrie

Quartermaine

8am

Airdmillan/Burstalls

N Formalin

8am

Giru/Shirbourne

D Poletto

The Advance Program is a guide only. CANEGROWERS Burdekin takes no
responsibility for its accuracy. It only applies to growers who did not forward
price for 2016 (the default method). Growers who have forward priced for
2016 will be paid the same percentage of their final expected proceeds. For
individual advance rates check your grower forecast on the Wilmar website.

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices
as at 17 February 2017
Gross

$/Tonne IPS
Net

2016 Season

$573

$553

2017 Season

$573

$553

2018 Season

$526

$506

2019 Season

$502

$482

Estimated QSL Pool Prices
As at 10 February 2017
$/Tonne IPS
GROSS 2016
QSL Harvest Pool

$526

QSL Actively Managed Pool

$561

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool

$466

QSL US Quota Pool

$774

QSL 2-season Forward Pool

$479

QSL 3-season Forward Pool

$499

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices
published on the QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated
regularly and provides a sense of how the QSL-managed pools are performing
over the current season.
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DATES TO
REMEMBER
Sugar Industry Calendar
Click here

6% Discount
Exclusive offer to members
of CANEGROWERS
Burdekin

Would you like to
advertise in

canenews?
Email
bdk@canegrowers.com.au

to receive more
information

www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au

@BurdekinCANE

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd
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Contact Us
canenews is read by the majority of Burdekin
cane farmers and their families in the Burdekin.
Copies are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS
Offices, businesses, industry, politicians,
Government Agencies and members of the
community.

HEAD OFFICE
141 Young Street, Ayr
bdk@canegrowers.com.au
Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm
Fri: 9am - 3pm
4790 3600
bdk@canegrowers.com.au
CANEGROWERS Hall
68 Tenth Street, Home Hill

Published Weekly by:
CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited

Wayne Smith

Manager: Member Services

0428 834 802
4790 3604

Michelle Andrews

Manager: Finance & Admin

4790 3602

ABN:
Postal Address:
Telephone:
Facsimile:
Email:

43 114 632 325
PO Box 933, AYR QLD 4807
(07) 4790 3600
(07) 4783 4914
bdk@canegrowers.com.au

Tiffany Giardina

Payroll & Administration

4790 3601

Please direct all advertising enquiries and materials
to the above.

Racheal Olsen

Solaris Insurance Brokers
Manager

JP (Qual)

4790 3606
0408 638 518

racheal_olsen@solarisinsurance.com.au

Tanara Cowen

Administration Officer

4790 3605

Email address: firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au
DIRECTORS
Phil Marano
Chair

marano@bigpond.com

0404 004 371

Owen Menkens
Deputy Chair

owen_menkens@hotmail.com

0409 480 179

Steven Pilla

spilla8@bigpond.com.au

0417 071 861

Roger Piva

rogerdpiva@gmail.com

0429 483 815

Sib Torrisi

sibbyt58@bigpond.com

0429 827 196

Greg Rossato

greg_rossato@outlook.com

0418 713 563

Disclaimer
In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our”
means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our
directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter
has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do
our very best to present information that is correct and
accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or
representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or
accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter,
for any purposes.
Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be
excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss,
damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of
the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information
appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole
responsibility and risk associated with the use and results
of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you
agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage
whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of,
or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We
recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any
information provided in this newsletter.

Burdekin Cane Auditors—Workplace Coordinators
Site

Name

Email

Phone

Inkerman

Vicki Lewis

vicki@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4782 1020

Kalamia

Ray Collinson

ray@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4783 0319

Pioneer

Geraldine Cantarella

geraldine@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4782 5346

Invicta

Mark Saunders

mark@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4782 9153

