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Board Meeting Update
Your Board held their regular monthly meeting on Tuesday of
this week.
Part of the meeting was set aside for a session with the Manager
and Chair of BPS, John Deambrosis and Chris Hesp.
John provided an overview of the changes that have occurred
within BPS and advised that he is pretty happy where things are
at. BPS are monitoring the seed cane farms and understand that
growers (depending on the weather) may want to start planting
late February and early March.
John advised that historically BPS’s core business has been
distributing seed cane, pest and disease and data collection. But
following the changes to research with the formation of SRA they
are moving into extension.

SRA’s Catherine Kettle presented to the Board on

A lengthy discussion occurred around the negative impact Coots have on the Burdekin crop. It was agreed that BPS and
Canegrowers Burdekin would look to work together with CANEGROWERS to see if something similar to the Rat MOU can be put
in place to tackle this issue. The potential to include Magpie geese and wallabies was also discussed.
In addition to the BPS session, Catherine Kettle, SRA Varieties Officer, provided the meeting with an overview of the varieties
development and selection process. Catherine advised that all varieties are now released state wide and the Government no
longer approves varieties just for a region. Of interest, Catherine advised that it is most likely that 183 will never be able to be
used as a “parent” for future varieties as it will not “arrow/flower”. Catherine asked that if anyone has 183 with an “arrow” to
contact her. The next Varieties Selection meeting is set for early April and there will be two varieties for consideration ... one of
which appears to have high tonnage and one appears to have high sugar.
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QCA Meeting
On Wednesday of this week, representatives
from Canegrowers Burdekin attended the
QCA Electricity Workshop held in Townsville.
Representatives from QCA made it clear at
the start of the session that the QCA has to
act within the Act and within the Ministerial
Declaration imposed upon it by the
Queensland Government.
The goal of the workshop was to explain the
recommendations made within the QCA’s
Draft Determination and that these
recommendations had been made in
accordance with the Act and the Ministerial
Delegation. However, the QCA
representatives also stressed that they were
of the view the workshops were of value as it
was from last year workshops and follow up work with CANEGROWERS that the initial proposal to make our prime irrigation
tariffs obsolete within 1 year was changed to allow these tariffs to be transitional over a 7 year period.
A high level presentation was provided on the Draft Determination. Attendees were then given the opportunity to put forward their
thoughts.
Debra put forward the following:
We do not support the following elements of the Draft Determination:






The 25% escalation to the underlying (carbon inclusive) price of irrigation tariffs
The 10% price floor for carbon exclusive prices for irrigation tariffs
5% allowance for headroom
Lack of time-of-use signals in the price of energy

We do support certain elements of the Draft Determination being:



Retention of irrigation tariffs as “transitional” for another 6 years
No catch-up of forgone revenue from the 2013-14 10% price cap on irrigation tariffs

Based on analysis of data on revenue and consumption data of
T62, T65 and T66 provided by Ergon, CANEGROWERS has found
that electricity demand is elastic. This means price increases will
encourage a disproportionally large reduction in consumption and
Ergon will receive less total revenue.
CANEGROWERS will be proposing a win-win solution. A 12.5%
reduction in prices for irrigators in 2014-15 will maximise revenue to
the Queensland Government, reverse falling utilisation of the Ergon
network and provide irrigators with much needed price relief.
Work on developing a suite of network tariffs for irrigation with
Ergon is ongoing and set to be completed by 1 July 2015.
You can help by supplying details to Debra of your profit and
loss reports for the past five years to help show the impact of
electricity price increases on cane farmers. All information
remains confidential and all identifying details removed.

The Draft Determination proposes to increase electricity
prices across Queensland in two different schedules due to
uncertainty around the carbon tax repeal – one inclusive of
the carbon tax and the other exclusive of the carbon tax.
Carbon inclusive increases:
T62, T65, T66 will increase by 16.3%
T20, T22 will increase by 13.3%
T11 will increase by 13.6%
Carbon exclusive prices:
T62, T65, T66 will increase by 10%
T20 will increase by 5.3%
T22 will increase by 2.7%
T11 will increase by 5.4%
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BBIFMAC Energy Forum
The BBIFMAC Energy Efficiency Expo, held at the Ayr Showgrounds on Wednesday morning was a great success with over 140
attendees.
Lisa McDonald, Manager Products and Partnerships ERGON, provided an overview of how ERGON pricing is set and the tariff
options available.
Canegrowers Burdekin Chair, Phil Marano provided an overview of the dramatic increase in electricity prices since 2007 and an
example of how electricity has increased from 5% to 9% of production costs for a Burdekin farm since 2007. Phil also gave
details of the work being undertaken by CANEGROWERS on this critical issue.
Pat Daley’s session on
opportunities to improve electricity
usage by reviewing pump and
irrigation set ups was particularly
interesting and had many growers
giving thought to if their old faithful
pump was doubling their electricity
costs.
Michael Scooby, a Research
Engineer from the University of
Southern Qld’s National Centre for
Engineering in Agriculture, pointed
growers to the KMSI website

https://kmsi.usq.edu.au/ to
access free tools to assist growers
reduce electricity usage Michael
stated “The easiest way to reduce
electricity costs is to only pump the
irrigation water you need”.
Well-known local expert Steve
Attard pointed out in his presentation that improving irrigation efficiency can result in more tonnage plus reduced pumping costs
and reduced water costs.

continues page 6
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Collectives United to fight for a
fair deal for cane farmers
On Tuesday of this week the Chairmen and Managers from each Collective formed a
delegation and meet with Council on the topic of Council treating cane farmers fairly in
relation to General Rates.
Russ McNee, Manager of Invicta Cane Growers Organisation commenced by asking
Council to justify why Category B Commercial & Industry (RID 1.153) was allocated a
“Rate in the Dollar” that was only a third of the RID allocated to Category D Sugar Cane
(RID 3.551). This was of particular interest as four years prior the RID for Commercial &
Industry (3.128) was nearly the same as that charged for Sugar Cane (3.472).
Dan Mulcahy was asked by Mayor Bill Lowis to present on the topic of how Council
allocate General Rates.
Dan advised that the Council works out how much it needs for General Rates and then goes through a process of deciding how
the agreed total amount is allocated between each of the seven categories. CBL Manager, Debra Burden sought clarification
and it was made clear that Council gives no consideration to the cost of servicing each of the categories in making this allocation.
It was also made clear that Council’s only use for the valuation for each category was as part of the equation to work out the RID
for each category.
CBL Chairman, Phil Marano put to Council that the value of our land is a reflection of the value of the business being carried out
on the land and asked “How worthless does our land have to be before Council changes this process”. Council did not answer.
Julie Artiach, Manager of Pioneer Cane Growers Organisation then asked Council what their early thinking was in
regard to any potential increase for General Rates for the 2014/15 year.

We encourage all growers to talk to
their local Councillors on this topic
and to stress the need for Council to
treat cane farmers fairly.

Council advised they had not yet finalised their budget and were still
working through this.

It was pointed out that Council had indicated last year in their long term
forecast budget for General Rates that the forecast increase was a further
5% and that this increase was mainly in Employee Costs. Council
responded by saying they were locked in to wage increases due to their enterprise
agreement and that the only way they could avoid increases in employment costs was to cut staff numbers and
reduce services. Julie advised that may be what is required and stressed that Federal and State Government were doing exactly
this. Julie also stressed that in the Mayor’s address last year there was only mention of $220,000 in cost cutting from a budget of
$40m.
Council CEO Ken Holt put to the united group that a survey of similar Queensland Councils indicated that the General Rates
charged by Burdekin Council to the Residential Category indicated this Council was running efficiently. It was pointed out to Ken
that residential rates in our region are significantly subsidised by cane farmers as we pay double our fair share.
Prior to the meeting the united group agreed on two options to put to Council. Russ then put to the Council the two separate
options for their consideration.
The first option being that the RID for three categories being Commercial & Industry, Grazing & Livestock and Rural Other be
increased to the average RID of 2.055 this would then allow the RID for the Sugar Cane category to be reduced from 3.551 to
3.286. This equates to a reduction of around $770 for an average cane farm.
Russ pointed out that the first option would lead to an average increase of around $1,400 for a commercial property and provided
a second option whereby the Commercial & Industry RID only increased to 1.632 and the Residential category increased from
1.189 to 1.25. This option resulted in an increase of around $680 for an average commercial property and an increase of around
$56 per annum for the average residential property.
Council agreed to consider the proposed options.
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Nitrogen
Forum
A fresh approach
to Insurance
CANEGROWERS Insurance
was established to help
reduce costs for members.
We work for you not the
insurance companies.
Burdekin Insurance
Manager Glyn
Arundale has over
12 years experience
in the UK and
Australia.

Well known local
Insurance
Consultant
Martine Bengoa.
Contact us for more information
or to arrange a free consultation
click here.
141 Young Street, Ayr
Ph 4790 3600
Fax 4783 4914
glyn_arundale@canegrowers.com.au
martine_bengoa@canegrowers.com.au

Authorised Representative for NAS Insurance
Brokers (ABN 60 096 916 184) AFS License No
233750

The forum convened by
CANEGROWERS Environment
Manager Matt Keally was
conducted over the last two
days in Townsville.
Organisers were exceptionally
pleased with the response as
the attendance of 107 was more
than double what they were
expecting.
There was a very good cross
section amongst the participants
with representation and support
for the forum from Australian
and Queensland governments,
several research organisations,
NRM and conservation groups,
productivity and extension
groups, milling, fertiliser
suppliers, growers and other
sugar industry groups.

Nitrogen forum attendees:
Back - CBL’s Arthur Woods, Russell Jordan & Wayne Smith
Middle - Manager Australian Government Reef Rescue
Program Kevin Gale & Director Reef Water Quality Team
Scott Robinson
Front - Meeting Facilitator Andrew Bayly & CANEGROWERS
Environmental Manager Matt Kealley

Independent facilitator Andrew
Bayly was tasked with keeping attendees focused on the main theme of the forum
which was ‘Improving Nitrogen Use Efficiency in cane’.
Over the duration of the forum there was much discussion, question, commentary
and observations raised after several presentations of current and past research;
government targets and gaols for reducing nitrogen run off into the Great Barrier
Reef.
Participants then produced a range of twenty ideas that were put forward for
evaluation for research and development of nitrogen use efficiency.
All forum attendants then indicated a priority or preference on the twenty ideas
which resulted in the following ideas as having the highest preference:



Affordable controlled release fertiliser applied with best management practice
to enhance the effectiveness of fertiliser and quantify the response in plant
physiology.




Investigate the timing and uptake of nitrogen in plant physiology.



Increase research into low yielding soils and zones within soil types under a
whole of block experiment.




Optimise nitrogen rates for variable rate application.



Conduct a stocktake of current research and provide a repository for all
relevant research.



Coordinate research funding.

Produce a budget that will measure and identify the pathways, timing, uptake
and retention of nitrogen.

Conduct research into nitrogen application rates based on time of harvest,
crop class and climate forecast.

5

AGENDA FOR
BPS/SRA
GROWER
INFORMATION
MEETING
AYR SHOWGROUNDS
5th MARCH 2014
Start
Time

Speaker

Topic

Durati
on

8.00 am

Andrew Ward
(SRA)
Rob Milla (BPS)
Dominic
Henderson (EHP)

Introduction

15
mins

8.15 am

TBA (SRA)

20
mins

8.35 am

Julian Connellan
(SRA)

Varieties/
Breeding Traits
for N Efficiency
N Trial

8.50 am

Rob Dwyer (IPL)

Entec (Slow
Release
Nitrogen)

15
mins

9.05 am

Andrew Olley
(Impact Fert.)

Agrocote
(Controlled
Release
Fertiliser)
Nitrogen &
Potassium

15
mins

9.20 am

David Calcino
(SRA)

Wrap up

10
mins

9.30 am

Aaron Davis
(Tropwater)
Stephen Lewis
(Tropwater)

Water Quality

20
mins

15
mins

BBIFMAC Energy
Forum continued
Fabian Gallo from HydroTech Monitoring stressed “Automatic
irrigation doesn’t just turn systems on and off ..... it also allows
irrigators to monitor and control change where needed”.
A particular interesting presentation was given by Ross
Anderson from AQUA Gold. Ross had recently been engaged
by the Burnett Inland Economic Development Organisation to
undertake a Clean and Clever Energy project. This project
included undertaking an energy audit of 15 growers in the ISIS
region. From these audits Ross picked up $20k in errors for 6
growers. Ross advised a common mistake occurred when
growers recently lost pumps in the floods and when the pumps
were reconnected they were put on the wrong tariff. Ross also
advised that growers should monitor their meters careful and
ensure that they are recording the actual hours of use. He
gave an example of if a fuse drops out for the low tariff then
the meter will automatically log the high tariff. Ross
recommended recording the meter reading each week. Home
Hill grower Kent Fowler stated in question time that it is
valuable to ensure ERGON is providing the correct voltage.
Ross also pointed out that for Tariff 65 growers could
apply to ERGON to have the times changed from
7pm /7am to 6pm/6am.
Growers are encouraged to undertake a Level 1 electricity
audit as funded by the BBIFMAC Energy Efficiency Gains
for Australian Irrigators Project. Just contact Gerry
MacManus at BBIFMAC on 0417 429 586.

Frank Mugica, Mark Rossato & Jarrod Rossato at the forum

9.50 am

30
mins

Morning Tea
10.20
am

Dave Olsen (SRA)

YCS

30
mins

10.50
am

Graham Stirling
(Consultant)

Nematodes

30
mins

11.20
am

Bryce Wenham
(QSL)

Sugar Pricing/
Sales

15
mins

11.35
am

Wilmar (TBA)

Mill
Performance

15
mins
Rob Ahern, Lisa McDonald, Andrew (Ergon) & Tom Callow
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Yellow canopy
syndrome
In last weeks edition of canenews we
reported on the SRA Yellow Canopy
Syndrome meeting held at the Ayr
Showgrounds, click here for the
presentation by Burdekin Productivity
Services.
The information in the presentation is
relevant as at the time of the
presentation, however everything
could change quickly with this
unknown condition.

Addressing the forum at Parliament House, ASA delegate, Warren Males told the group that a
comprehensive TPP agreement will improve access to markets, lift incomes, create jobs and
add to the vibrancy of Queensland's regional sugar economies and communities

ASA MEDIA RELEASE 12/02/14

Don’t sell Australia short in
trade negotiations says sugar
The Australian Sugar Industry Alliance (ASA) says allowing exceptions for one
country in the current trade negotiations could lead to the unravelling of the
agreement, as other parties pull their offers on sensitive products or their
concessions on sensitive products.

Burdekin
Productivity
Services
announces
new
Accountant

Burdekin Productivity Services (BPS)
have announced they have appointed
Mr Mark Rickards as Accountant for
BPS, taking on the role previously
performed by Lance Wassmuth.

They’ve been at Parliament House today briefing Members of Parliament, journalists
and other key stakeholders as to the importance of not selling Australia short in
trade negotiations.
ASA has called on negotiators for the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) to cut
agricultural tariffs across the board in the proposed trade pact, even on products
that some countries would rather see excluded. The Australian sugar industry is
working at full speed to counter calls by some countries for sugar to be excluded
from the TPP. “If any one TPP member country is allowed to claim exceptions for
perceived sensitive products, then other TPP partners will inevitably demand the
right to do the same,” the sugar group says.
“A strong TPP, without exclusions, will boost the sugar trading relationship between
countries,” says Paul Schembri, Chairman of ASA’s Trade Committee. “A TPP
which allows exclusions is weak and would limit opportunities in each of the member
countries to reach new markets, grow businesses and generate economic growth
and jobs,” he says.
Trade reform talks continue next week in Singapore as the Trans Pacific Partnership
(TPP), a proposed trade agreement involving 12 nations, nears completion.
Addressing the forum at Parliament House today, ASA delegate, Warren Males told
the group that a comprehensive TPP agreement will improve access to markets, lift
incomes, create jobs and add to the vibrancy of Queensland's regional sugar
economies and communities.
The Australian sugar industry has been an active presence at TPP negotiations
from the outset and is committed to seeing commercially meaningful outcomes
delivered for the industry. Warren Males, Australian Sugar Industry Alliance trade
committee representative, will be on the ground in Singapore as Australia’s TPP
trade negotiations continue.

Expression of
interest for
harvesting of
seed cane
plots

Burdekin Productivity Services (BPS)
are soughtling expressions of interest
for the harvesting of the seed cane
plots in Millaroo and Sib Rapisarda’s
plot in Clare for the coming 2014
season.
At this point there are no contractors
available.
Please contact the Manager of BPS
on 4783 1101 or Wayne Squires on
0427 372 124 to register your interest.
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Workshop dates for March 2014
Tuesday 4th, 11th, 18th & 25th

www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au

Making it easier
for small
businesses to
work with WorkCover
Article courtesy of WorkCover Queensland

Scan on your
smartphone to
download our
app

WorkCover Queensland is a statutory body, which provides and manages workers’
compensation insurance for the people of Queensland. We are self-funding and operate as
an independent, commercial enterprise, even though we are owned by the Queensland
Government. We are the main provider of workers’ compensation insurance in Queensland.
A WorkCover Queensland accident insurance policy covers employers for the cost of
workers’ compensation claims. It also provides injured workers with compensation, medical
costs and other benefits after a workplace injury.
Our key focus is on a prompt and effective return and stay at work outcome. We work with
the injured worker, the employer, and medical and allied health providers to help
rehabilitate injured workers so they can return to work quickly and safely.

@BurdekinCANE

As part of WorkCover Queensland’s commitment to working together with small business
owners and managers, we want to make things easier. We know that there are lots of
things that small business owners or managers need to be thinking about. So we want to
help out.
We’ve prepared a guide specifically for small businesses. The information in this guide
aims to help and educate on WorkCover matters, so owners can get on with running their
business.
Small business owners can find useful tips on how to make a claim, how to reduce their
premium, and links to more information online.

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd

You can find the Small Business Guide on the home page of the WorkCover Queensland
website, workcoverqld.com.au under Download Now.
For more information, please visit our website or contact us on 1300 362 128.
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CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the
fight on all issues affecting cane farmers
as at 11 February 2014

SRA membership


SRA advises that 910 growers have taken up membership and CANEGROWERS assistance in encouraging growers is
appreciated by SRA.

ASA Forum and dinner


Arrangements are well in hand for the Australian Sugar Industry Alliance (ASA) dinner (5 March) and forum (6 March) with
finalisation of the program in coming days. At this stage the international and interstate speakers are confirmed.

NDRRA assistance Tropical Cyclone Dylan


Advice has been issued following a request from one Mackay grower whose crop has been devastated by a tidal surge
following Tropical Cyclone Dylan. Other than smashed tops in Q183 in the Burdekin and lodging of cane, no other specific
requests have been advised for attention.



Herbert River had a constructive meeting with QDAFF Northern Regional Director raising the impact of the tidal surge and
presenting a case for Individual Disaster Declared properties. More details including the number of properties affected are to
be provided.

Nitrogen Think-Tank


In the past week CANEGROWERS held a cane industry R&D think-tank. Participants from SRA, CANEGROWERS, ASMC,
ACFA, extension, mills, productivity services companies and the Australian Government discussed current nitrogen issues
and research questions around fertiliser, dissolved inorganic nitrogen (DIN) and nitrogen use efficiency.



The discussion focused on fertiliser rates, DIN and the water quality target of 50% reduction in DIN by 2018. The consensus
around the room was that the target is aspirational, and industry should focus on improving nitrogen use efficiency which
would provide better productivity and less loss to the environment. As an outcome of improved nitrogen efficiency would
contribute to the DIN water quality target. This approach will be taken to the Cane Nitrogen forum in Townsville on 12-13
February 2014.



Discussion also focused on Six Easy Steps, block yield potential and nitrogen replacement. The opinion was that growers
can’t adopt programs without the necessary science to underpin them.



A range of ideas for nitrogen use efficiency around fertiliser, fertiliser application, climate and weather, soil, farming systems,
water and plant physiology were debated. It was agreed that short-term, medium and long term R&D should be
undertaken. Areas of interest included plant breeding for nitrogen uptake and fertiliser control release. It was also clear that
we still don’t fully understand the loss pathways for nitrogen and its availability to the plant.



Discussion focused on how SRA and R&D funding can utilise the think-tank and nitrogen forum ideas. The group considered
the meeting a good initiative and determined that the process should continue.
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CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the
fight on all issues affecting cane farmers
as at 11 February 2014

Electricity


Electricity remains a key area of activity for CANEGROWERS as we work to build support for the development of a
sustainable suite of electricity tariffs used in food and fibre production, especially for irrigation.



We participated in a QFF workshop with the objective of ensuring the alignment of their advocacy plan with
CANEGROWERS and the wider agricultural community. Building and maintaining a unified agricultural voice focussed on
the issue will be an important success factor.

Trade


CANEGROWERS is devoting considerable resources to the important trade and market access portfolio. This week we
received confirmation that the next Trans Pacific Partnership (TPP) round will be held later this month in Singapore.



The ASA Trade Committee met and agreed the importance of a strong industry presence at the Singapore
meeting. CANEGROWERS Economic Manager, Warren Males will attend representing the industry - growers and millers
together - under the umbrella of the Australian Sugar Industry Alliance.



With the 2014 TPP meeting schedule recommencing, it will be important that growers continue to remind local federal
members of the importance of the TPP to the sugar industry. It is vital that Australia only sign onto a TPP agreement that is
comprehensive and includes worthwhile improvements in market access for sugar, especially into the USA. Sugar must not
be excluded from the agreement.



CANEGROWERS participated in an NFF Trade Committee meeting to coordinate ways in which agriculture can be placed at
the centre of the TPP agenda. Given the federal government’s recent decision regarding SPC Ardmona, it is important that it
be encouraged that all impediments to agricultural trade are removed.

Production Research
Advisory Committee
(PRAC)


Retain Ravensdown In the Burdekin

The process of assessing the
preliminary research proposals has
commenced. It is a significant task
for the individual committee
members in the time frame and their
response has been tremendous.
There are 61 proposals for
assessment and 82 assessments
have been done to date (more than
one assessment per proposal). The
system will be reviewed for future
rounds.
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QSL update

By Carla Keith, QSL Industry Relationship Manager
for week ending 14 February 2014

As we draw closer to the 2014 Declaration Date, the
performance of the 2013 2-Season Forward Pool has sparked
increased interest in QSL’s Forward Season Pool options this
year.
The 2-Season and 3-Season Forward Pools are QSL’s only
pool products that price beyond the current season. As their
names would suggest, the 2-Season Pool prices over two
seasons, while the 3-Season Pool prices over three seasons.
Both of these pools require you to nominate tonnes prior to the
year of actual production and, as a result, provide a longer
pricing window. For those who wish to participate in the 2015 2Season Forward Pool, you nominate tonnes from your 2015
crop this year and we start pricing from 1 March 2014, but you
actually deliver and are paid for these tonnes in the 2015
season. The same principle applies for the 2016 3-Season
Forward Pool, with the tonnes nominated and pricing
commencing this year, but the actual tonnes delivered and
payment received in the 2016 season.
It’s important to remember that the QSL Pools offered to
growers vary between milling regions, so please check with
your miller regarding the QSL pools available in your area and
the nomination dates associated with these.

customers and receive briefings on a wide range of sugar
industry topics, including the sugar outlooks for Brazil, India,
China and the EU, as well as the future of Brazil’s hydrous
ethanol industry. The general consensus of those gathered
was that they expect another world sugar surplus this year and
a bearish market (lower prices) as a result.
Finance
The March and April Advances rates will be discussed at the
monthly QSL Board meeting next week. The indicative rates
are currently set at 82.5 percent for March and 85 percent for
April, but adjustments will be considered as a result of the
current sugar market and its potential impact on grower cash
flow.
Logistics
Work to re-roof Sheds 1 and 2 at our Lucinda Bulk Sugar
Terminal will start in April, following the end of the current
cyclone season. The project will be undertaken by the same
contractor who recently re-roofed two sheds at our Mackay
terminal and is scheduled to be completed by the end of
September, prior to our peak storage period.
Risk - 2013 Pool Performance
Current indicative prices for QSL’s 2013 Pools are:

Guaranteed Floor Pool
QSL has started publishing the indicative price for the 2014
Guaranteed Floor Pool, as shown below. Current prices are:

Current as of 31.1.14

2013 Gross

QSL Harvest Pool

$386

Indicative Floor Prices as at 13.02.14

QSL Discretionary Pool

$395

QSL Actively Managed Pool

$406

QSL Growth Pool

$421

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool

$392

QSL US Quota Pool

$483

QSL 2013 Season Forward Pool

$428

QSL 2014 Season Forward Pool

$414

2014
Floor
Achieved

Strike

424.50
MT

AUD/ 409.00
IPS

AUD/MT

Absolute Floor

414.50
MT

AUD/ 399.00
IPS

AUD/MT

Participation rate

50%

Please note that the above prices are indicative only and will
change each day until February 28th, after which we will go to
the market and “lock-in" the absolute floor price for the 2014
season. If the Absolute Floor Price secured is $10 less than the
last indicative Absolute Floor Price published before declaration
close, then growers will have the option of moving their sugar
out of the Guaranteed Floor Pool and into another pool. Please
see your mill for further details regarding this. For more
information about the Guaranteed Floor Pool or any other QSLmanaged pools please read the Pool Description Sheets
available from our website at www.qsl.com.au.
In other QSL news, recent activities in our key areas of
business have included:
Marketing
All eyes have been on Dubai this week, as 650 delegates from
around the world attended this year’s Kingsman Sugar
Conference. QSL representatives were on hand to meet with

CHAIRS FOR HIRE
CANEGROWERS Project and Training
Centre
$10 plus $0.50 per Chair
Plus GST
75 Available
To book please phone

4782 1922
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QSL market update

By Ginette Barrett, QSL Liquidity Manager
as at 13 February 2014

Sugar
The market this week initially lost ground as the Indian Government confirmed the approval of the export subsidy at 3300 Rupees/
ton ($53.50/ton). However mid-week it was announced that the subsidy will only last through to 31 March, leading the market to
rally on Wednesday night from a low of 15.31/clb for the MAR14 position to a high of 15.93 and settling at 15.81 c/lb for the
MAR14 (close 12 February) position as the market realised how unfeasible it would be to move that much sugar in such a small
window.
Another key theme guiding the market at present is the weather in Brazil. It is predicted that conditions are to remain hot and dry
in Brazil with no significant rain forecasted for the next fortnight. If no rain occurs, it may impact on the forecast yields for the next
crop.
The market will continue to eagerly watch the outcomes of the above events in Brazil and India (potential extension of the
subsidy) for any potential movements on the sugar price. QSL's view is that the sugar price will remain between 15.50 – 16.50c/lb
over the coming months before it is likely to start to consolidate in the second half of 2014.

Currency
The Australian dollar continues to stubbornly remain around the 89-cent mark to the US dollar after the RBA kept rates on hold in
February and recent negative unemployment data. There is discussion in the market that it will eventually drop to the 82 cent
mark as the US economy continues to recover. However QSL’s view is that it will be a slow grind to get to that level and more
likely it will fall and remain around the 87 cent to the US dollar mark in the near future.
The outlook for the Australian dollar is positive for the sugar industry locally and we expect it to remain within the range of
between 85 and 90 cents to the US dollar in the short-term, with bias still to trend down in the medium-term.

While all care is taken in the preparation of this report the reliability or accuracy of the information provided in the document is
not guaranteed. QSL does not accept any responsibility to any person for the decisions and actions taken by that person with
respect to any of the information contained in this report.

CANEGROWERS weather update
The forecast rain outlook for the next 12 months for Ayr is represented below. To see the latest forecast for your postcode click
here.
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DATES TO
REMEMBER
Forward pricing
nominations close Monday
24 February

Haulout / Harvester Work Wanted
Previous experience, located in Ayr
Ph: 0428 779 909

Harvesting grouping
applications close Friday
28 February
GIVE (Grower Innovation
Virtual Expo) is to be held
Monday17 March to
Thursday 20 March in
Innisfail

ARE YOU
LOOKING FOR
CASUAL FARM
WORK?
Put your name down at
CANEGROWERS Burdekin
by emailing
bdk@canegrowers.com.au
with your name and work
experience.
Classifieds are free for
members email your ad to
bdk@canegrowers.com.au

6% discount
for CANEGROWERS members

Mark Whitten
our Ravensdown
Account Manager
Call Mark on
0437 748 856
to start saving
money now!
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IMPORTANT FINAL REMINDER
– NOMINATION CLOSE DATE
2014 SEASON

Pricing information
2013 Season Advances & Payments
as at 7 February 2014

$/tonne IPS
Initial *
22 August 13*
26 September 13*
24 October 13*
21 November 13*
19 December 13*
23 January 14
20 February 14
20 March 14
24 April 14
22 May 14
26 June 14
Final Payment

Dear Growers,
% estimated
return

$219
$235
$256
$262
$275
$284
$305
$307
$317
$326
$346
$365
$384

77.5%
80.0%
82.5%
85.0%
90.0%
95.0%
100%

* paid
The Advance Program is a guide only. CANEGROWERS Burdekin takes
no responsibility for its accuracy. It only applies to growers who did not
forward price for 2013 (the default method). Growers who have forward
priced for 2013 will be paid the same percentage of their final expected
proceeds. For individual advance rates check your grower forecast on the
Wilmar website.

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices
as at 14 February 2014
Gross

$/Tonne IPS

2013 Season
2014 Season
2015 Season

$372
$423
$455

$354
$405
$436

2016 Season

$474

$454

Estimated QSL Pool Prices

Nomination Close Date
A reminder that the Nomination Close Date for 2014
season pricing is 24th February 2014. Any growers
that are wishing to Forward Price must have their
orders (i.e. - tonnes of sugar they wish to nominate
into committed tonnage pools) into the system by
5pm on the 24th February. Growers may elect to
commit up to a maximum of 60 per cent of the
production they estimate to Wilmar’s Target Price
and Call Pool and/or QSL’s Committed Sugar Fixed
Tonnage Pools.
Grower Pricing Team Availability
Next week will be the final week for any growers
wishing to come in to one of the mills and see a
member of the grower pricing team in regards to
nominating tonnes of sugar for the 2014 season.
We will be available for any grower that needs help
in relation to forward pricing, generating and
interpreting grower cash flows, creating and
changing orders or any other pricing related matter.
Should you need any help we ask if you could
please contact Richard McGuire (4722 1907 or 0409
338 768), this ensures that we can schedule and
see everyone that would like any help.

QSL daily market
reports
QSL daily market reports are available via their
website www.qsl.com.au. To view the daily report
click here.

As at 31 January 2014
$/Tonne IPS
GROSS
QSL Harvest Pool

$386

QSL Discretionary Pool

$395

QSL Actively Managed Pool

$406

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool

$392

QSL US Quota Pool

$483

QSL 2013 Season Forward Pool

$428

QSL 2014 Season Forward Pool

$414

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices
published on the QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is
updated regularly and provides a sense of how the QSL-managed pools
are performing over the current season.

The Green Pool weekly sugar reports which
were available to growers via the grower web
are now available through the CANEGROWERS
Burdekin website. To view the reports click
here.
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QFF & NFF
Updates
CANEGROWERS is an
active member of
National Farmers’
Federation (NFF) and
Queensland Farmers
Federation (QFF) , a
partnership through which
we have been able to
concentrate and leverage
influence in areas of
importance to the cane
industry. As part of a
range of services, NFF &
QFF provides a range of
information, including
weekly cross-commodity
updates. Please find this
week’s offering

Drought Policy Update
Drought policy discussions are progressing rapidly in Canberra, with major discussions
continuing at a political level and also playing out in the media.
The NFF Drought Taskforce has been developing a drought policy package, seeking
immediate assistance, to take to the Federal Government. The package contains a number
of changes to existing measures, along with a range of new measures to meet the needs of
farm families, their businesses and rural communities. For more information, please contact
NFF Rural Affairs Manager, Dave McKeon (dmckeon@nff.org.au).
A media release calling for a comprehensive drought package was issued by the NFF, with
support from SFOs in drought-affected states, and is available here.

Ag White Paper issues paper
The Federal Government yesterday released the Agricultural Competitiveness White
Paper issues paper containing nine key points essential to the industry’s future – ranging
from food security, improvement of farm gate returns, enhancement of agricultural exports,
effectiveness of incentives for investment and job creation.
The NFF will be coordinating input into the Paper, and forming a taskforce situated under
the Competitiveness Committee. The NFF will contact Members in the near future to
discuss next steps and involvement. For more, read the NFF media release here.
Further information on the issues paper is available via the Agricultural Competitiveness
website here. Submissions close 17th of April, 2014.

Farm Sector Employment Survey: Update
The Farm Sector Employment Survey, released by the NFF two weeks ago, has received
400 responses so far – a great result for the NFF and Rural Skills Australia. Tony Dwyer,
who is tracking the survey’s progress, has indicated the quantity and quality of responses
are incredibly useful to form a better understanding of the current workforce challenges
facing farmers.
The survey will run until the 20th of February, 2014 and will be used to help address the
lack of robust data that currently exists around farm sector employment. Furthermore, the
data will provide an essential platform to progress the joint government initiative, Australian
Workforce Development Plan.

QFF RESOURCE PLANNING & NRM
COMMITTEE MEETS IN BRISBANE
THE QFF Resource Planning and NRM committee met in Brisbane last week, with
discussion focusing on Best Management Practice/Farm Management Systems, the QLD
Waste Strategy, the SEQ NRM plan, and the Emissions Reduction Fund. QFF
representatives and members also discussed the priority issues for the agricultural sector
at length, and issues that will be high on the agenda over the next three months.
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NFF Trade Committee & TPP Agreement
Next week, the NFF Trade Committee will meet at Parliament House in Canberra to discuss the trade priorities and agenda for
2014. Members, Senators and Advisors will be back in Canberra next week, and as such, is a timely opportunity to raise
awareness of the Committee’s priorities for the year. The Committee will be inviting government representatives and selective
media to key briefings held by the Committee throughout the day.
This week, the NFF issued a media release calling on the removal of all trade barriers, and reinstated the importance of an allinclusive, tariff-free Trans-Pacific Partnership agreement between countries. The release follows a series of letters that were sent
by the NFF to the Federal Government, calling on the complete elimination of tariffs across all products and sectors. The release
and letters caution the Government about tariff exceptions for sensitive products – such as rice, sugar and wheat – which may
potentially set a dangerous precedent for other countries seeking to join the TPP agreement.
The call for comprehensive tariff elimination has been an international issue – including our counterparts in New Zealand,
Canada, and the US all recognising the need to remove costly barriers, and to collaborate effectively in order to reach a
substantial and holistic trade agreement across all products and sectors. As open market access is a key priority for the NFF in
2014, members are assured that they will be updated as policy outcomes develop and progress towards, what will hopefully be, a
positive year for agriculture in terms of trade deals.
For more, read our media release here.

Environment Liaison Officer
Recently, there has been a number of cases involving famers and alleged breaches of the national environment legislation, the
EPBC Act 1999. Dealing with the department can be an unwanted exercise or using lawyers instead, a costly one. However you
can seek free advice from the NFF’s Environment Liaison Officer, Jol Taber.
Its important for farmers to be aware of Australia’s national environmental law, as some agricultural activities require federal
government approval. This could be in addition to both state and/or local government approvals.
National environment law protects matters that are of national environmental significance. Those most relevant to farmers are:


nationally threatened and migratory species



nationally threatened ecological communities



wetlands of international importance



world and national heritage properties



the Great Barrier Reef.

New farm activities, such as land clearing, may require approval from the Federal Environment Minister under national
environment law. For further information, please see frequently asked questions here.
National environment law only applies to matters of national environmental significance. You can check if there are likely to be
protected matters on or near your property by contacting the department’s environment liaison officer or by using the protected
matters search tool available here.

National Agricultural Statistics Review
Interested individuals and organisations are invited to make a submission to the National Agricultural Statistics Review (NASR).
The submission process for the NASR is open until Friday 14 February 2014. Further information about the review and how to
make a submission is available here.
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DROUGHT PAYMENTS MAY BE BROUGHT FORWARD


PRIME Minister Tony Abbott announced last week that he hoped to bring forward drought relief measures that had been
scheduled to take effect on July 1, 2014. The forthcoming scheme is expected to provide payments similar to Newstart
allowance to farming individuals and their partners to help provide income support. QFF said in response that the severity of
the drought justifies an acceleration of assistance measures and the need to fill the void in Federal drought policy. QFF has
also emphasised that farmers are looking for consistency and consultation from the government when it came to drought
policy.



“The forthcoming assistance of course will be a vital safety net and will provide much needed relief for primary producers.
However, it is unlikely to be enough and there are other key features around eligibility and implementation that have not been
addressed,” QFF CEO Dan Galligan said. “The loss of momentum on comprehensive drought policy reform has brought this
situation into stark reality. Policy makers are grappling with the dire need for emergency financial and social assistance,
along with a desire to encourage longer term preparedness and the underpinning reality of the structural debt related risks
that many producers face.”



QFF would like to see the Prime Minister’s commitment to be immediately backed up with greater detail. Drip feeding
information out to famers will not alleviate the immediate stress being felt by many, as they deal with the current drought.
QFF continues to iterate that, long term, we need policies that can help farmers ride the cyclical nature of agricultural
industries, to help them prepare for bad times when times are good.

INPUT NEEDED ON AGRICULTURAL COMPETITIVENESS


THE Federal Government has released an issues paper that details the matters it is seeking input on as part of the
development of its Agricultural Competitiveness White Paper. Issues include access to finance, competitiveness through the
value chain, reducing inefficient regulation, enhancing agricultural exports and managing drought for the longer term. In
coming months, the taskforce will visit 25 towns and regional centres and the eight capital cities to consult with industry
leaders, farmers, and those in sectors connected to the land like transport and banking. Submissions are due by 17 April.

STUDY SHOWS POTENTIAL OF NORTHERN AGRICULTURE


A CSIRO study of land and water resources in the Flinders and Gilbert river catchments shows up to 50,000 hectares could
be irrigated, potentially producing a wide range of crops. The two-year study was conducted by the CSIRO with input from
researchers in the Queensland Government and TropWATER at James Cook University. The Australian Government
commissioned the study, under the North Queensland Irrigated Agriculture Strategy (NQIAS), to learn what opportunities
there were for new agricultural development in the Flinders and Gilbert catchments, and to better understand the risks and
challenges. The two year study has found that on-farm dams in the Flinders catchment could support 10,000 to 20,000 ha of
irrigation in 70 to 80% of years. However, in the Gilbert catchment it is more feasible to develop in-stream dams to provide
irrigation for 20,000 to 30,000ha. One project – Integrated Food and Energy Developments – already has high hopes for the
region as being a new intensive agriculture region for Queensland. It was not included in the study.



It will be expected that the Queensland Government will make announcements of future water allocations and availability
soon, using some of the data from this CSIRO report.

2014 PREMIER’S SUSTAINABILITY AWARDS OPEN


DO you know of a rural project that has adopted sustainable farming practises and deserves state-wide recognition? If so,
enter them into the 2014 Premier’s Sustainability Awards. These awards recognise the work of Queenslander's achieving
excellence in sustainable practices. Nominate your Queensland-based project or initiative now at www.ehp.qld.gov.au/
premiersawards. Cash prizes are on offer for category winners. A video providing a snapshot of the awards is available here.
Nominations close on Friday 14 March 2014.

QCA BEGINS CONSULTATION ON EXPECTED ELECTRICITY
PRICE RISES IN 2014–15


THE Queensland Competition Authority (QCA) released a draft price determination on 11 December 2013 foreshadowing
increases in regulated electricity prices in 2014–15. The QCA is now conducting regional workshops on the draft
determination, which includes transitional arrangements for phasing out a number of tariffs used by farmers, irrigators and
other businesses. The workshops will also cover the review of options for setting regulated electricity prices in regional
Queensland if the market is de-regulated in south east Queensland from 1 July 2015, as foreshadowed by the Queensland
Government. Each QCA workshop will be followed by a separate presentation from Ergon Energy on its network tariff review.
For catering, the QCA invites interested parties to RSVP by email to electricity@qca.org.au or (07) 3222 0555.
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Contact Us
HEAD OFFICE
141 Young Street, Ayr
Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm
Fri: 9am - 3pm
4790 3600

Debra Burden

PROJECT
& TRAINING
CENTRE
CANEGROWERS Hall,
68 Tenth Street, Home Hill
Office Open By Appointment
4782 1922

Regional Manager

0417 709 435
4790 3603

Wayne Smith

Manager: Member Services

0428 834 802
4790 3604

Gary Halliday

SmartCane BMP Facilitator

0438 747 596

Michelle Andrews

Manager: Finance & Admin

4790 3602

Tiffany Giardina

Payroll & Administration

4790 3601

Glyn Arundale

Insurance Manager

Martine Bengoa

0408 638 518
4790 3606

Insurance Consultant

4790 3605

Email address: firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au
DIRECTORS
Phil Marano
Chair

marano@bigpond.com

0404 004 371

David Lando
Deputy Chair

david@landoandsons.com.au

0417 770 345

Russell Jordan

jorfar@exemail.com.au

0427 768 479

Owen Menkens

owen_menkens@hotmail.com

0409 480 179

Steven Pilla

mpbella@bigpond.com.au

0417 071 861

Roger Piva

rogerdpiva@gmail.com

0429 483 815

Sib Torrisi

sibbyt58@bigpond.com

0429 827 196

Arthur Woods

artywoods1@bigpond.com

0415 961 945

PAYROLL SERVICES

Members receive a
50% discount

canenews is read by the majority of Burdekin cane
farmers and their families in the Burdekin. Copies
are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS Offices,
businesses, industry, politicians, Government
Agencies and members of the community.
Published Weekly by:
CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited
Postal Address: PO Box 933, AYR QLD 48073
Telephone:

(07) 4790 3600

Facsimile:

(07) 4783 4914

Email:

bdk@canegrowres.com.au

Please direct all advertising enquiries and materials
to the above.

Disclaimer
In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our”
means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our
directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter
has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do
our very best to present information that is correct and
accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or
representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or
accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter,
for any purposes.
Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be
excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss,
damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of
the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information
appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole
responsibility and risk associated with the use and results
of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you
agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage
whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of,
or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We
recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any
information provided in this newsletter.

CANEGROWERS Burdekin offers payroll services for your
employees including weekly, fortnightly or monthly pays via
EFT.
Your superannuation and monthly reporting needs are
taken care of and your Group Certificates distributed and
lodged with the ATO.
For more information on this service contact
Tiffany on 4790 3601

