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On Supply Agreement Frustrations Continue

There has been a lot of media and emails over the previous two weeks around the negotiations of an On-Supply Agreement
between Wilmar and QSL.
An On-Supply Agreement is the agreement that allows for the transfer of raw sugar from the miller to marketer. It is important
that Wilmar and QSL have an On-Supply Agreement as without this agreement growers continue to be stripped of their rights to
utilise QSL. Wilmar refer to the OSA as a “Grower Economic Interest Sugar Sales Agreement” (GEISSA).
From mid-October we started hearing rumours that Wilmar and QSL were very close to reaching agreement on an OSA but here
we are 6 weeks later and still no OSA. In that 6 week period the very very attractive prices for 2017 and 2018 have come off.
The media and correspondence over the past two weeks has been about the OSA “terms sheet” between Wilmar and QSL.
Initially the feeling was that progress was being made on reaching agreement on the “terms sheet” however it now appears that
several key “threshold” issues are stalling the process. These threshold issues have been stated as being: Quality, Risk, Tax,
Storage and Administrative Data.
Of concern, once the “terms sheet” is finally finalised then these terms need to be incorporated into an OSA/GEISSA contract.
Greg Beashel, CEO of QSL, recently advised CBL that his wish is the OSA/GEISSA contract be completed prior to Christmas but
that although QSL is willing, he is not confident that a Christmas deadline will be met.
Wilmar indicated that their view is that it could still be several months before the OSA/GEISSA contract with QSL will be signed off
and since this view has been expressed Wilmar have announced that they are looking at how they might be able to offer growers
the ability to access an “interim” forward pricing process. Wilmar have stressed that it could be several weeks before they have
an interim offer for growers to consider and this would be conditional.
Whilst this frustrating process is going on growers are suffering financial and mental stress as they were unable to lock in the very
very attractive prices that were on offer in October and November and remain unable to lock in the reduced but still attractive
prices that are currently on offer for 2017 and 2018.
We find this completely unacceptable and having the OSA signed prior to Christmas is our key priority.
Last week, your representatives together with representatives from Herbert River Canegrowers meet with Minister Coralee
O’Rourke and put forward the impact this delay is having on growers and regional
communities. We stressed the importance of an OSA/GEISSA being signed prior to
Christmas.
We have also been in communication with Deputy Prime Minister Barnaby
Joyce’s office to stress the need for a pre-Christmas contract to be signed off.
The
Alliance
of
Canegrowers
Collectives
(which
comprises
CANEGROWERS Burdekin, Herbert River, Proserpine and Plane Creek a
group that represents around 60% of Wilmar’s cane supply) have written to
both Wilmar and QSL to request a “Tripartite Meeting” to work for a
resolution to having a signed OSA pre- Christmas. We believe that the
fastest and most effective way to have an OSA finalised is for Wilmar, QSL and
growers to all be at the negotiating table.

We encourage growers to
get behind the push for a
pre-Christmas OSA by
writing to any and all
Members of Parliament and/
or by writing to the media
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Crush statistics
2016
estimate
8,750,000

86%

Week 25 as at 26/11/2016

CROP CRUSHED
TO DATE

7,466,013
tonnes
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Wilmar meets with
George, Barnaby Landry calls on Wilmar to
Singaporean miller, Wilmar, met with Deputy
Prime Minister, Barnaby Joyce, and Federal
strike a fair deal with cane
Member for Dawson, George Christensen, in
Canberra today to discuss the current sugar
growers before Christmas
marketing stalemate.
Mr Christensen said the meeting, focused on
negotiations for an on-supply agreement
between Wilmar and sugar marketer, QSL, was
very constructive and he hoped to see
negotiations move forward rapidly.
“Wilmar gave every indication they were going
to arrive at an agreement with QSL and be able
offer choice in marketing for growers very soon,”
Mr Christensen said.
“We expressed to them our urgent view of the
situation and that we wanted to see a resolution,
in the form of an on-supply agreement, sorted
out before Christmas, with a swift move to offer
growers a choice in marketing thereafter.
“Barnaby Joyce left them in no doubt that if we
didn’t see action there would be consequences.
“However, Wilmar did assure us that they were
moving rapidly toward an on-supply agreement
with QSL, as evidenced by the recent
breakthroughs in the negotiation process.”
Mr Christensen said the move toward giving
growers choice in marketing had been a long
and challenging time for growers.
“Cane farmers are the backbone of the sugar
industry, which is a major driver of the economy
in North Queensland,” he said.
“It is vital that farming families have some say in
how their product is sold and that those
businesses remain viable.
“That’s why the Liberal National Government set
up a taskforce to look at how growers could
retain choice in marketing.”

Federal Member for Capricornia Michelle Landry has called on foreign sugar
giant Wilmar to strike a fair deal with sugar cane growers in the Sarina
district before Christmas.
The feisty MP made the call as executives from the controversial Singapore
company visited Parliament House in Canberra today for meetings with
Agriculture Minister Barnaby Joyce.
Ms Landry said the drawn out dispute over sugar marketing rights between
Wilmar and local cane farmers had gone on for far too long – causing local
families great stress.
“I call on Willmar to ‘man up’ and bring an amicable solution to the sugar
contract stand-off before Christmas to give local farmers and the general
district a sense of relief and certainty ahead of the new year,” Ms Landry
said.
Ms Landry said it was time for the international company to ‘play nice’.
“Now is the time for Wilmar to stop holding local cane farmers to ransom and
end the sugar contract crisis. We need them to address the ‘terms sheet’ and
commit to a fair on-supply agreement with local cane growers.”
The MP warned Wilmar that if it did not ‘play nice’ with the livelihoods of
growers, then Federal MPs could be forced to push for a federal code of
conduct for sugar marketing companies.
“There are a lot of Federal Queensland LNP MPs and Senators fed up with
the stalemate and uncertainty Wilmar is responsible for, and if they won’t
play ball – then a code of conduct would be a serious option MPs would
consider pushing through in legislation,” Ms Landry said.
Ms Landry said she was also interested to see the outcome of a current
investigation by the Australian Consumer and Competition Commission
(ACCC) into the ‘competitive’ behaviour of Wilmar in the local sugar sector.
“Willmar executives are on notice today – MPs, like me, are fed up with their
games which are impacting on the lives of local families. They need to find a
fair solution by Christmas.”

The taskforce recommended the introduction of
a code of conduct for the industry, before the
Queensland Government passed legislation to
enshrine choice in marketing into law.
Mr Christensen said the Liberal National
Government would take a dim view of actions
designed to circumvent the law.
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Wilmar slammed over Indonesian workers' rights
abuses as it tries to seal Queensland sugar deal
The following article by Business Reporter Elysee Morgan was released by ABC Rural on Wednesday 30 November.

Sugar giant Wilmar International continues to come under pressure in Canberra to strike a fair deal with the Queensland sugar
industry, as Amnesty International raises concerns about the company's human rights record abroad.
An Amnesty International report titled, "The great palm oil scandal: Labour abuses behind big brand names", investigated
plantations owned by and contracted to supply Wilmar, which is the world's largest sugar and palm oil producer.
Investigators from the human rights group travelled to plantations on the Indonesian islands of Sumatra and Kalimantan and spoke
with 120 workers on plantations owned by Wilmar subsidiaries or contracted to supply Wilmar.
Amnesty senior investigator Meghna Abraham said her team uncovered evidence of child labour, women being paid below the
minimum wage and exploited, and workers suffering "severe injuries" because of poor working conditions.
Wilmar has publicly committed to no deforestation and no exploitation in its operations, which Ms Abraham said is an excellent
policy on paper.
"We have heard from the palm oil industry that it has cleaned up its act that it has adopted policies that ensure that palm oil is
sustainable and free of exploitation but this investigation shows the reality is something very different," she said.
The report raised questions about the veracity of the "Sustainable Palm Oil" badge that many of Wilmar's customers put on their
products. Palm oil is estimated to be used in half of all consumer goods from toothpaste to noodles.
Following an outcry over environmental and human rights abuses in the palm oil industry, multinational brands including ColgatePalmolive, Kellogg's and Nestle committed to end exploitation in the industry, and a use a label to indicate to consumers that palm
oil has been ethically produced.
"The abuses discovered within Wilmar's palm oil operations are not isolated incidents but are systemic and a predictable result of
the way Wilmar does business."
Wilmar responded with a statement in which it said it welcomed Amnesty's report.
"Wilmar has put a lot of effort and systems in place to deal with labour and social issues in our operations and supply chain," the
company wrote.
"The focus on Wilmar, as the largest processor and merchandiser of palm and lauric oils worldwide, is often used to draw attention
to problems in the wider palm oil industry."
The report comes as Wilmar's Australian operations come under scrutiny by the Federal Agriculture Minister, and Queensland
MP's telling the company to "play nice" with cane growers.
Wilmar, which bought CSR Sugar six years ago, is in dispute with large sections of the Queensland sugar industry over supply
contracts, with many growers claiming the company is attempting to squeeze their livelihood from them.
The dispute centres around an inability to strike a supply agreement with the traditional single-desk for sugar Queensland Sugar
Limited (QSL), and cane farmers claiming mill supply agreements are "unfair".
The individual cane contracts that Wilmar has put to growers and its negotiations with QSL are currently under investigation by the
Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (ACCC).
Wilmar met yesterday with National Party Leader and Agriculture Minister Barnaby Joyce who has in the past threatened the
Singapore-based conglomerate with Government intervention unless it can reach an amicable agreement with growers.
Federal Nationals MPs Michelle Landry and George Christensen said the meeting was constructive but there is more work to be
done.
"We need them to address the 'terms sheet' and commit to a fair on-supply agreement with local cane growers."
"Wilmar, did assure us that they were moving rapidly toward an on-supply agreement with QSL, as evidenced by the recent
breakthroughs in the negotiation process," added Mr Christensen.
Wilmar said the meeting was "constructive and amicable" and that Deputy PM Joyce was "updated on progress of negotiations
with QSL."
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Power package offers opportunity for farms to
prove pricing problems
CANEGROWERS welcomes the Queensland Government’s announcement of a $10 million
Regional Business Support Package which includes funding for a series of farm electricity
pricing trials.
“CANEGROWERS has been advocating for over five years for assistance measures for
farmers and reform in power tariff structures to drive down electricity prices,”
CANEGROWERS CEO Dan Galligan said after the Queensland Government released
its response to the Queensland Productivity Commission’s Electricity Pricing Inquiry
Final Report.
“This support package will not lower prices immediately but it is an important positive
intervention by the Government to finally acknowledge and fund the many problems
skyrocketing electricity prices have caused to farming businesses.”

Please note, the Tariff 33
trial might not suit irrigators
in drought declared areas,
who are already eligible to
use Tariff 66 with the
associated fixed charges
waived until the drought
declarations are lifted.

Of most relevance to CANEGROWERS members, the package includes:



a tariff trial for small agricultural customers;



a campaign to better explain the bill impacts of different tariff options and to promote energy audit services;



enhancements to Ergon’s online EnergyCheck platform to better serve customers on transitional and obsolete tariffs; and



deployment of digital meters to large customers.

Sugarcane growers are now needed for the tariff trial which CANEGROWERS has negotiated and developed with Ergon and the
Government.
“The Agricultural Tariff Trial project is an opportunity for irrigators to help gather data to support fairer electricity prices,” Mr
Galligan said. “This is an important step in our long-running campaign and should lay the foundation for future changes.”
The trial will collect information on the impact of existing tariffs, transitional tariffs and new demand tariffs on farm businesses. It
will also collect vital data on when growers are using electricity, and at what quantity, to build a clear picture of the electricity load
profile of irrigators.
“While this does not fix the artificially high costs of supplying electricity in regional Queensland and is not the price cut that
CANEGROWERS has been seeking, this trial project is welcome,” Mr Galligan said.
“We believe the data that is gathered will confirm irrigators’ electricity use patterns, verify the size of the load they place on
Ergon’s network and demonstrate what value proposed tariff structures will have for irrigators.
“We know our members are facing huge and crippling electricity bills and that current structures are not working to reduce thi s
impact. No sector of the economy can continue under a regime that has pushed its electricity costs up 120% since 1 July 2007.”
Three groups of Ergon agricultural customers are needed for the Agricultural Tariff Trial project:



Growers on existing transitional tariffs (T62, T65, T66) who are willing to have smart meters fitted to measure their electricity
use patterns;



Growers on existing transitional tariffs who are willing to trial a new time of use tariff option (T24) with a safety net to ensure
they are not financially disadvantaged compared with current tariffs); and



Growers on existing transitional tariffs who are willing to move to a control load tariff (T33) which will deliver lower prices, but
could mean power is not available for up to 6 hours a day.

All participants will have smart meters fitted free of charge to their switchboard to record time of use data. Cane growers seeking
to participate should register their interest with their local CANEGROWERS office.
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Burdekin’s Vince Papale featured this week in the Melbourne Sunday Age, The Canberra Sunday Times and the Sun Herald.
Below is the article that appeared in the Melbourne Sunday Age.

Continues next page
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MP urges
landholders to take
part in parliamentary
inquiry into weeds

Costing the agricultural industry at least $4 billion
annually, the impact of weeds like the prickly acacia is
the focus of an investigation by a Queensland State
Parliament Inquiry.
The inquiry is scrutinising the effects of three invasive
plant species – the prickly acacia, giant rat’s tail grass
and fireweed.
Shadow Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry Minister,
and Member for Burdekin Dale Last is urging
landholders to make submissions to the Queensland
State Parliamentary Agriculture and Environment
Committee.
“Submissions by landholders will help make clear the
impact of current control measures,” Mr Last said.
“I urge landholders to take the opportunity to influence
government and set policies that are reflective of the
region’s needs
“We need to support directing and increasing
government funding into research into biological
controls and new technologies in the war on weeds.
“The impact of invasive weeds on our agricultural sector
cannot be underestimated. They reduce farm and forest
productivity, they invade crops, smother pastures, and
in some cases can harm livestock,” Mr Last said.
“They aggressively compete for water and nutrients,
and change the natural diversity and balance of
ecological communities.
“Land and water managers incur material and labour
costs to control weeds and these costs are passed on
to the Australian public through higher prices of
produce. It’s estimated that weeds cost Australian
farmers about $1.5 billion a year in weed control
activities and a further $2.5 billion a year in lost
agricultural production,” he said.
Written submissions can be posted to Research
director, Agriculture and Environment Committee,
Parliament House, Qld 4000, or emailed to
aec.parliament.qld.gov.au. For further information visit
aec.parliament.qld.gov.au and click on “Inquiry into the
impacts of invasive plants (weeds) and their control in
Queensland” under the ‘Current Inquiries” heading.
Landholders and stakeholders have until Monday,
January 16, 2017 to lodge a submission.

Pest beetle outbreak in
Burdekin mungbean
crops
Burdekin mungbean growers are being advised to
be vigilant about pest control after outbreaks of
red-shouldered leaf beetles were detected in
crops throughout the region.

Red-shouldered leaf beetles or Monolepta have the potential to
significantly impact yield and have been identified in North
Queensland crops at more than five times the acceptable crop
threshold.
Queensland Department of Agriculture and Fisheries entomologist Liz
Williams said Monolepta were considered at damaging levels when
numbers exceeded 10 beetles/m2.
“There are reports of Monolepta at populations of more than 50
beetles/m2 in Burdekin mungbean crops, which are mostly at early
podding or podfill stage.
“The beetles have been observed shredding leaves, consuming
flowers and making holes in pods, sometimes reaching and damaging
the seeds. These holes in the pod also increase the risk of waterstaining in seeds (from rain or overhead irrigation), which reduces
bean quality.
“Monolepta larvae feed on grass and cane roots and then pupate
underground, which is why invasions typically first appear around
crops edges. Mass emergences can be triggered by rain events.
Monolepta also release an aggregating pheromone, attracting more
adults into the crop.”
She said it was also critical the pest was correctly identified, because
Helicoverpa was also capable of causing holes in mungbean pods,
although these were typically more widely spaced and less in number
per pod compared to the ragged and closely spaced holes of
Monolepta.
Dr Williams advised growers to scout and sample crops to determine
if Monolepta were present at damaging levels and assess their
distribution throughout the crop.
“If Monolepta are only present at the edges, growers are advised to
treat a boom width into the crop to target the current infestation and
reduce beetle spread,” she said.
“Targeted spraying will both save money and reduce pesticide impact
on key predators of other pests, especially ladybirds. Prompt action is
critical to minimise the risk of Monolepta releasing aggregating
pheromones, which results in large, crop-wide infestations.”
Dr Williams said the product registered against Monolepta in
soybeans was Steward (indoxacarb) at 200 mL/ha. But she said
Steward was not registered for the control on Monolepta in
mung¬beans and at this time there was no permit for this particular
situation.
Growers who detected Monolepta in mungbean crops are asked to
report major outbreaks and direct inquiries to the DAF/CSIRO
entomologist
team
Liz
Williams,
0476
850
415
Liz.williams@daf.qld.gov.au, or Hugh Brier, 0428 188 069,
Hugh.brier@daf.qld.gov.au, or Steve Yeates, 0417 015 633,
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BBIFMAC AGM

The BBIFMAC AGM was held on Thursday 1st December at the Burdekin
Theatre.
A good roll up of members heard from long term BBIFMAC Manager Tom Mc
Shane. Tom sees BBIFMAC as a community NRM agency which is an
independent and trusted organization that can facilitate the delivery of
environmentally sound policies and practices to the community. Tom provided an
overview of the organisations financial position for the previous year and spoke at
length of the various trials and projects (click here), these include:















LEGUMAX Trial in Clare





UQ Greenhouse Gas Sampling

MAXAMM Trial
Landscape Resilience Project
DERM Reef Catchments Event Water Quality Sampling
Rice Trial Water Quality Monitoring
Barratta Creek Sub-catchment Monitoring
Portable Real Time Water Quality Units
ENERGEN Lignin Trial in Clare

BBIFMAC Manager Tom McShane presenting at
the AGM

KP Samplers
Rural Water Use Efficiency Ground Water Monitoring
Salvinia Weevil Breeding Project
Sugar Cane Reef Water Quality Incentives
Federal Reef Trust Tenders for Water Quality Energy Efficiency Gains for
Australian Irrigators
HRAP Feasibility Study
Investigating the Role of Microbes and Carbon in Sugarcane Farms

The Management Committee put forward several changes to the organisation
constitution, all of which were agreed.
BBIFMAC Chairman Doug Sockhill advised he would be standing down from the
role of Chairman and thanked Tom and the team stating that BBIFMAC is so
successful because everyone on the team shows initiative and work well together
to get the results.

Change of BBIFMAC Chair
from Doug Sockhill to Steve Attard

The Management Committee for the coming years is:
Chair:
Steve Attard
Deputy Chair:
Doug Sockhill
Treasurer:
David Beneke (yet to be confirmed)
Secretary:
Tom Mc Shane
Ordinary Members: Bill Lucas, Don Saltar, Ivan Garrod and Heidi Wiggenhauser
The BBIFMAC AGM was followed by very interesting presentations by Mr. Andy Hornbuckle from SPEL Environment on their
Floating Treatment Wetlands and Dr Rachael Smith from DSTIT Great Barrier Reef Catchment Loads Monitoring Program.

Crushing blow to Rocky Point mill

This week the Rocky Point sugar mill located near the Gold Coast received a crushing blow, after a rocky start to the season.
Australia’s only privately –owned sugar mill relies on a 30 megawatt bio-mass fed plant to provide electricity to the Mil, however
the plant had been dormant for six months before the start of crush and required funding to be operational for the growers to
provide cane to the mill.
With the funding supplied the Mill did start the season and began crushing cane, then this week a fire ripped through the control
room of the building causing millions of dollars in damage. The fire has put the Mill out of action for at least seven months in the
middle of the annual crushing season with only 30% of the crop crushed The closure of the mill will hit at least 40 families directly
and is the latest in a string of setbacks after the mill started crushing three months later than usual with power problems and
breakdowns. With no mill to crush their cane farmers greatest concerns were then realised a couple of days later when a
lightning strike ignited a cane field.
Our thoughts are with the farmers at this troubling times.
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SRA congratulates Burdekin growers on
collaborative nitrogen research

Sugar Research Australia (SRA) has congratulated the sugarcane growers involved in the RP20 nitrogen trials in the Burdekin
region, after the project won the top prize at the Queensland Premier’s Awards for Excellence recently.
The RP20 project brings the science of efficient nutrient application to the field with a series of trials on the farms of grower
collaborators.
It is focussed on proving the science behind the industry’s standard for nutrient management, SIX EASY STEPS™, within
Burdekin soils and conditions.
Growers involved in the project are receiving practical information about the economics of applying nitrogen according to the SIX
EASY STEPS™ guidelines, allowing them to grow a crop that strikes the right balance between yield, CCS (sugar content), and
input costs.
Burdekin grower Laurence Dal Santo is one of the growers who has been involved with the RP20 nitrogen trials on his farm. He
said he participated because he was keen to understand how he could most efficiently apply nitrogen.
“We now have confidence that we can put on less nitrogen, grow the same amount of cane, and have more money in our pocket,”
he said.
Eric Barbagallo, a grower that has been involved in the trials since 2011, said the RP20 project was a win-win. “I now use 15
tonne less fertiliser a year because of the trials, with no loss of crop, tonnage or sugar,” Mr Barbagallo said.
Frank Gorizia is another grower involved and said the trials were an interesting experience. “They have challenged my traditional
thinking and the results have surprised me,” Mr Gorizia said.
SRA Executive Manager, Technology, Dr Peter Allsopp said that the 23 growers who collaborated in the project with former SRA
Researcher Mr Julian Connellan and the Queensland Department of Environment and Heritage Protection (EHP), the Department
of Agriculture and Fisheries and the Department of Science, Information Technology and Innovation should be congratulated for
their work since the project started in 2011.
“As the lead agency for research for the Australian sugarcane industry, SRA plays a lead role in funding and researching activities
related to nitrogen use efficiency and other issues that have an interaction between the farming system and an upon impact water
quality,” Dr Allsopp said. “The collaborative work on RP20 is an example of that.
“SRA provides robust and independent research in this field. SRA research assists the industry in moving toward meeting water
quality targets, while optimising productivity and profitability.
“SRA’s work on this is continuing under the new project RP161 funded by EHP, which is being led by Farmacist and continues to
involve SRA as a collaborator, to further the achievements that have already been made via RP20.”
The SIX EASY STEPS™ is an integrated nutrient management tool that enables the adoption of best practice nutrient
management on farm. It consists of:
1.
Knowing and understanding your soils.
2.
Understanding and managing nutrient process and losses.
3.
Regular soil testing.
4.
Adopting soil-specific nutrient management guidelines.
5.
Checking on the adequacy of nutrient inputs (e.g. leaf analyses).
6.
Keeping good records to modify nutrient inputs when and where necessary.
“Growers tell us they want evidence that changing practices will be worthwhile, that they won’t lose money or production while
meeting environmental objectives,” CANEGROWERS CEO Dan Galligan said. “Farmers have come out of this project as
enthusiastic converts to the SIX EASY STEPS™ science-based guidelines for fertiliser use.
“We applaud projects such as this which put the farmer and their business at the centre of activities. It is a win on so many levels
for the industry and these growers are now leaders among their peers for taking action and testing the science for themselves.”
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BMP economic and environmental case study

The Queensland Department of Agriculture and Fisheries with support from Life Cycle Strategies is currently working with a
number of sugarcane growers in the Wet Tropics to evaluate the economic and environmental impact of the Smartcane BMP
program, via an SRA-funded research project. The project will be conducted as a series of case studies depicting farms before
and after BMP adoption. The first of these case studies, featuring the Salmec growing enterprise in the Far North, is available
online. In the case study, growers Mark Savina and Mick Andrejic explain how a series of changes over five years have had a
positive impact on the business’s bottom line.
Read the full case study here.

Harvesting demonstration trials

A series of demonstration trials over recent seasons are providing the Australian sugarcane industry with vital information around
sugarcane harvest efficiency. These trials are seeing SRA collaborate with local harvesting groups, milling companies, and
growers to analyse different harvester configurations and aspects of efficient harvesting. In this CaneClip, we visit the Tweed
Valley to look at demonstration trials looking at EHS chopper drums. See the CaneClip here.
More information on SRA’s collaborative work improving harvest efficiency will be published in the summer edition of
CaneConnection magazine, which will be posted to SRA members in mid-December.

Get climate information with the climate kelpies

Growers interested in the latest science behind the key climate drivers bringing wetter and drier conditions to Australian farms will
find interest in a new series of updated ‘climate dog’ animations. The animations, viewable at www.climatekelpie.com.au, feature
climate dogs Ridgy, Enso, Indy and Sam. They were created to help better understand what influences the variation in Australia’s
seasons.
The climate dogs are relevant to all Australian regions and the videos have been updated with the Bureau of Meteorology’s latest
science funded through the Managing Climate Variability program. SRA supports the program along with other Research and
Development Corporations.
See the videos here.
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CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the
fight on all issues affecting cane farmers
For the week ending 29 November

National Farmers Federation (NFF)


CANEGROWERS attended the NFF AGM and Council meeting. Fiona Simson was elected President. There were reports
from all the committees and taskforces which highlighted the scope of work conducted by NFF. The CEO’s report highlighted
the following advocacy and policy issues:







Backpacker tax;
Ongoing trade liberalisation and non-tariff barriers to trade;
Murray Darling Basin issues;
Telecommunications and digital connectivity; and
Competition policy

Trade


Preparations for Global Sugar Alliance meeting and meetings with the European Commission (DG-Trade and DGAgriculture) on the forthcoming EU-Australia FTA negotiations and with the UK government on UK. Sugar needs following
Brexit.



CANEGROWERS led industry discussions with the Australian government on market access issues in Indonesia and Japan.



CANEGROWERS helped finalise the ASA response to China's sugar import safeguard investigation.

Electricity


CANEGROWERS provided an analysis (prepared by the Sapere Research Group) to the AER that identified deficiencies in
the AER's draft determination on Ergon's tariff structure statement.

Biosecurity
Plant Health Australia



CANEGROWERS attended the Plant Health Australia / Animal Health Australia Joint Industry Forum, PHA’s AGM, Plant
Industry Forum meeting and Emergency Plant Pest Response Deed meeting in Canberra on 22 and 23 November 2016.



PHA / AHA Joint industry forum is held annually with members attending from PHA and AHA to discuss biosecurity issues
that are shared between plants and animals. The meeting is co-chaired between PHA and AHA with Matt Kealley chairing
for PHA.



The meeting heard from Wendy Craic on the Intergovernmental Agreement on Biosecurity (IGAB) review. The draft report is
due in early December for further industry comment. Other agenda items to note were RDC collaboration opportunities being
discussed by the Australian Government to get better biosecurity outcomes and Property Identification Codes – how these
are used for industry benefit.



The PHA AGM provided an update on PHA activities over the past 12 months including PHA’s involvement in 6 emergency
responses including Banana Freckle and fruitfly, discussion with PHA members on use of PHA levy to support membership
and biosecurity needs, 5 years review of the EPPR Deed agreement, biosecurity projects including AusPestCheck a national
surveillance virtual coordination centre, and gaps in biosecurity management for weeds and pastures. Members supported a
1% increase in directors fees to support CPI.



The Plant Industry Forum is an opportunity for PHA members to engage, discuss issues in biosecurity and provide feedback
to the CEO, Board and staff of PHA. The meeting is chaired by Matt Kealley who is part of the executive committee.



The forum discussed the PHA and Animal Health Australia Joint Industry forum and there was strong support for this annual
meeting to continue. Feedback was provided on the Biosecurity Roundtables held in the respective states and Nationally,
the future of the Plant Biosecurity CRC which is not supported by members as they see PHA and RDC (SRA) providing this
function.
Owner Reimbursement Frameworks were discussed which relate to payment of parties during emergency
responses. The Australian Government presented on Pest Prioritisation lists, Dr Hugh Millar presented on national plant
biosecurity surveillance strategies. There was a discussion on funding for peak industry bodies which was raised by The
Australian Honey Bee Industry Council. Greg Fraser CEO of PHA provided an update on PHA’s activities for the last 6
12
months.

CANEGROWERS
CANEGROWERS
weather
Queensland … taking up The CANEGROWERS website features a weather section that
by typing in your postcode will provide you with a seven day
the fight
forecast for your desired postcode along with a 12 month
For the week ending 29 November




EPPRD meeting focused on changes to the EPPR Deed
and the PlantPlan annual review.

rainfall outlook, SOI information and sea surface temperatures.
To see the latest forecast for your postcode click here.
This outlook is for Clare

.

Key areas for discussion was Truffles (edible fungi) being
added to the Deed and how Vector/pathogen complexes
would be managed. Discussion on consequential losses
and how these would be treated in the Deed was lead
from the Nursery Garden Industry Association and related
to a nursery not being able to sell seedlings die to an
emergency response.

Rats



Rats are becoming a problem in Herbert River due to the
seasonal conditions and are damaging large quantities of
cane. A request has been made to QCGO to assist in
getting a permit to apply the rat bait product Ratoff by
air. This is currently not on the label and requires a permit
to change this method of application.



QCGO has been working with the Ratoff registrant Animal
Control Technologies (ACT), a registrant DeGroot
Technical Services (engaged by ACT) and the Herbert
River Productivity Services to progress a permit to
investigate the possible use of strategic baiting using
Rattoff™ through the use of a helicopter or UAV in the
Herbert cane growing region.



DeGroot Technical Services are handling the registration/
permit requirements of the APVMA. ACT is supporting the
application needs, HCPSL are providing technical support
and QCGO are coordinating the project.

Smartcane BMP


During 2016, several hundred growers participated in
workshops such as soil health, weed and grub
management, drainage management, and irrigation
practice. Feedback from growers has been very positive.



There are 256,000 ha of cane under management by
benchmarked growers and 44,000 ha under management
by accredited growers.

Aggregated practice data for benchmarked and accredited
growers will be analysed as part of the 6-monthly BMP project
report due in mid-January.
There will be a second round of BMP training, coordinated by
SRA, during the first months of 2017.
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Pricing information
2016 Season Advances & Payments
as at 10 November 2016
$/tonne IPS
Initial
18 August 16*
20 October 16*
15 December 16
26 January 17
23 February 17
23 March 17
20 April 17
18 May 17
22 June 17
Final Payment

$267
$326
$368
$394
$438
$452
$479
$493
$506
$520
$548

% estimated
return

Waterfind Burdekin
Haughton WSS Water
Market Summary

80.0%
82.5%
87.5%
90.0%
92.5%
95.0%
100%

As at 25 November 2016

* paid
The Advance Program is a guide only. CANEGROWERS Burdekin takes no
responsibility for its accuracy. It only applies to growers who did not forward
price for 2015 (the default method). Growers who have forward priced for
2015 will be paid the same percentage of their final expected proceeds. For
individual advance rates check your grower forecast on the Wilmar website.

Allocations

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices
as at 2 December 2016
Gross

$/Tonne IPS
Net

2016 Season

$560

$540

2017 Season

$535

$515

2018 Season

$494

$474

2019 Season

$464

$444

Dam Storage

Estimated QSL Pool Prices
As at 11 November 2016
$/Tonne IPS
GROSS 2016
QSL Harvest Pool

$537

QSL Actively Managed Pool

$572

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool

$469

The above information is provided by Waterfind.
The
information provided is of a general nature only and must not
be relied upon in substitution for professional advice.
Waterfind accepts no responsibility for the accuracy,
completeness or timeliness of any information provided. For
more information click here.

Burdekin Falls Dam Assessable Capacity Percentage
2010

QSL US Quota Pool

2011

2012

$764
$479

QSL 3-season Forward Pool

$501

2014

2015

2016

85.6%

180

QSL 2-season Forward Pool

2013

200

30 Nov 2016

160

140

%

120

100

80

60

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices
published on the QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated
regularly and provides a sense of how the QSL-managed pools are performing
over the current season.
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DATES TO
REMEMBER
Sugar Industry Calendar
Click here

Would you like to
advertise in

canenews?
Email
bdk@canegrowers.com.au

to receive more
information

www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au

@BurdekinCANE

6% Discount
Exclusive offer to members
of CANEGROWERS
Burdekin

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd
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Contact Us
canenews is read by the majority of Burdekin
cane farmers and their families in the Burdekin.
Copies are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS
Offices, businesses, industry, politicians,
Government Agencies and members of the
community.

HEAD OFFICE
141 Young Street, Ayr
bdk@canegrowers.com.au
Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm
Fri: 9am - 3pm
4790 3600
CANEGROWERS Hall
68 Tenth Street, Home Hill
Debra Burden

General Manager

0417 709 435
4790 3603

Wayne Smith

Manager: Member Services

0428 834 802
4790 3604

Michelle Andrews

Manager: Finance & Admin

4790 3602

Tiffany Giardina

Payroll & Administration

4790 3601

Racheal Olsen

Solaris Insurance Brokers
Manager

JP (Qual)

4790 3605
0408 638 518

Published Weekly by:
CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited
ABN:
Postal Address:
Telephone:
Facsimile:
Email:

43 114 632 325
PO Box 933, AYR QLD 4807
(07) 4790 3600
(07) 4783 4914
bdk@canegrowers.com.au

Please direct all advertising enquiries and materials
to the above.

Disclaimer

racheal_olsen@solarisinsurance.com.au

Tanara Cowen

Administration Officer

4790 3605

Email address: firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au
DIRECTORS
Phil Marano
Chair

marano@bigpond.com

0404 004 371

Owen Menkens
Deputy Chair

owen_menkens@hotmail.com

0409 480 179

Steven Pilla

spilla8@bigpond.com.au

0417 071 861

Roger Piva

rogerdpiva@gmail.com

0429 483 815

Sib Torrisi

sibbyt58@bigpond.com

0429 827 196

Greg Rossato

greg_rossato@outlook.com

0418 713 563

In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our”
means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our
directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter
has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do
our very best to present information that is correct and
accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or
representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or
accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter,
for any purposes.
Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be
excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss,
damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of
the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information
appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole
responsibility and risk associated with the use and results
of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you
agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage
whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of,
or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We
recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any
information provided in this newsletter.

Burdekin Cane Auditors—Workplace Coordinators
Site

Name

Email

Phone

Inkerman

Vicki Lewis

vicki@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4782 1020

Kalamia

Ray Collinson

ray@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4783 0319

Pioneer

Geraldine Cantarella

geraldine@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4782 5346

Invicta

Mark Saunders

mark@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4782 9153

