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Wilmar under siege

In April 2016, at a gala dinner to celebrate Wilmar’s 25th Anniversary, Mr Kuok Khoon Hong Chairman and CEO of Wilmar
provided a gathering of key Wilmar people with his thoughts and wishes for the Wilmar Group. (Click here for the full speech).
Mr Kuok advised the gathering that “The massive increase in Palm Oil production in Indonesia and Malaysia and the rapid
economic growth in Asia have enabled Wilmar to become a major agri commodity trader and processor.”
Mr Kuok highlighted that “Wilmar finds good and reliable partners, treats them fairly, honestly and with respect and develops a
close and trusting relationship with them.”
Mr Kuok highlighted the following as to how Wilmar will ensures that it will be even more successful 25 years from now:



A major mismanagement mishap in one operation can have a disastrous impact on the whole group…besides financial
losses, reputation – which takes years to build – would suffer huge damage. It would not be easy to win back trust and
credibility once reputation is damaged.





If Wilmar did not adopt sustainable practices in its plantations, the Palm operations would be in big trouble.
Wilmar must not do anything that is bad for consumers’ health and causes damage to the environment.
Wilmar must be honourable and fair to everyone we deal with and treat them with respect irrespective of their position.

Mr Kuok concluded by stating “My wish is to build an extraordinary Group that commands tremendous respect from society for the
quality of its products, the sincerity of its values and the integrity of its people. A group with outstanding people, people with
vision, integrity, great character, a good heart and ideals. I believe tomorrow will be better.”

Given the below stories …. for Wilmar….tomorrow would have to be better
Weeknights on ABC featured deforestation in Indonesia and rainforests of West
Papua being cleared and ready to be replaced by palm oil plantations (click here).
Even though the Indonesian President announced a suspension on the further
development of oil palm plantations in Indonesia, as land clearing is threatening
endangered animals. The story indicates that the company undertaking the clearing,
PT Raja Marga, is listed as a supplier on the Wilmar website. See the full story on
page 4.
The Competition Commission of South Africa has raided Wilmar’s South African subsidiary Wilmar
Continental Edible oils and fats as part of an industry-wide investigation into the manufacturing and
distribution of refined edible oils, baking fata and margarine in South Africa (click here).
Wilmar’s push to remove growers’ ability to choose who markets the
raw sugar that impacts the price growers are paid for their cane
suffered another setback this week with the Leader of the Opposition
Mr Tim Nicholls advising Burdekin grower representatives that there will
be no changes to the Legislation that provides growers with choice.
We wonder if the reason Wilmar are fighting so hard to have this
legislation overturned is for the benefit of Wilmar shareholders as this
continued frustrating push is certainly not treating growers fairly or
honourably.
On the topic of the finalisation of the On-Supply Agreement between
Wilmar and QSL, Mr Nicholls advised he will be writing to Wilmar. See the full story
on page 3.

Continues next page
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Wilmar under siege continued
Canegrowers Burdekin calls for
This week Tully Sugar Ltd signed an OSA with QSL and
Wilmar and QSL to reach
finalised a CSA for 2017 onwards for growers. Wilmar
agreement and to sign a
is now the only milling company that has not signed an
commercially acceptable OSA
On-Supply Agreement with QSL. So, whilst all the
prior to Christmas to ease the
milling companies have been able to finalise
financial and mental stress placed
commercially acceptable agreements with QSL,
on growers due to not being able
Wilmar’s suppliers continue to suffer financial and mental stress… this …. on top of a
to forward price.
very very ordinary milling performance …. has left growers furious. To quote CBL
Chairman Phil Marano “I have never seen the relationship between growers and the miller
so bad”.
We wonder when Wilmar’s Singapore Head Office team will realise that the
ongoing inability of Wilmar Sugar Australia to reach a commercial agreement can have a
disastrous impact on the whole group both for financial losses and reputation damage.
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Despite Wilmar’s opposition, STL and QSL this week signed an agreement for QSL to continue to manage the
bulk terminals. See full story on page 7.
Wilmar pays the cost for challenging QSL’s constitutional change. Readers may recall that Wilmar
challenged the changes to the QSL constitution. The Federal Court ruled against Wilmar and made
the decision that the changes were not oppressive, unfairly prejudicial to, or unfairly discriminatory
against Wilmar. Recently, the Federal Court published reasons for its costs orders made against
Wilmar. The orders made were that Wilmar was required to pay the costs of the Bundaberg, Isis and
Mackay mills and the costs of QSL and the costs of MSF.
ACCC proposes to approve CANEGROWERS application to collectively bargain more than just
the Cane Supply Agreement. Following the changes to the Qld Sugar Industry Act, this time
last year, Wilmar have adopted a very legalistic stance on what your collective can and cannot
negotiate as a “collective bargaining representative”. An example being Wilmar’s action to
remove from the proposed future CSA the Molasses Gain Share and to put this into a separate agreement that Wilmar
has the view cannot be collectively bargained. Once the ACCC’s draft decision is finalised, it has the potential to
remove any future negotiation arguments around breeches of the competition act and will also remove any ACCC issues
in relation to grower participation in OSA negotiations. Note this benefit is only for members of CANEGROWERS. See
full story on page 8.

9th May 2014 Email from Mr. Kuok addressing
our question of why Wilmar wishes to change
the Australian way of marketing.

ACTUAL
RESULTS

Wilmar Managed
Pool

QSL Actively
Managed

QSL outperform
Wilmar by

2015

$382.85

$412.93

$30.08 (8%)

2016 (as of

$479.10

$561.70

$82.60 (17%)

5th December)
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A message from Opposition Leader Tim Nicholls
on the unacceptable marketing delays
I had the opportunity to meet with Burdekin region canegrowers in Ayr on Monday, to listen to
their concerns and get an update on the industry.
Amongst others, at the meeting were Invicta Canegrowers Organisation manager Russ McNee,
Canegrowers Burdekin regional manager Debra Burden, Kalamia Canegrowers Chairman Robert
Malaponte and the LNP’s Member for Burdekin and Shadow Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries
and Forestry Dale Last – a local who knows the sugar industry and what’s happening on the
ground.
Discussions were very informative, leaving me in no doubt that the key concern remains Wilmar's
continuing and frustrating delay in the finalisation of a cane supply agreement with farmers, for
the coming 2017 season.

Opposition Leader Tim Nicholls
with Dale Last MP and
CANEGROWERS Burdekin Chair
Phil Marano

As Opposition Leader and Leader of the LNP I have received regular updates on the negotiations between growers and millers in
relation to supply agreements and grower choice.
From the outset, the LNP’s position has been very clear, we want to see industry resolve this issue. However, if no agreement is
reached, then we would act and we have runs on the board. It was the LNP that acted to give growers marketing choice, through
legislation in State Parliament in December last year. I have assured growers, there will be no changes to this legislation under the
LNP.
We continue to standby growers to ensure genuine choice in marketing.
Over the past 12 months, the LNP has strongly encouraged millers to come to the table with growers and QSL to negotiate supply
contracts and on supply agreements. While agreements have been reached in other regions, I understand and appreciate the
frustration growers and their representatives in the Burdekin face with the continuing delays in finalising agreements.
These delays are unacceptable.
The LNP will continue to stand by growers if any mills, including foreign-owned mills, don’t comply with the intent of the marketing
legislation.
Compare the LNP’s position with that of Annastacia Palaszczuk and Labor who are putting foreign-owned mills ahead of Queensland
farmers. Labor’s shameful treatment of Queensland canefarmers has not been limited to its ridiculous stance in backing foreign
interests ahead of growers, but also includes its politically-driven attempt to dismantle our common sense vegetation management
framework.
Unlike Labor, the LNP will continue to fight for a fair go for our farmers to help the sugar industry reach its full potential for
generations to come.
On a closely related issue, the LNP welcomes confirmation that Queensland Sugar Limited (QSL) will continue to operate
Queensland’s world-class bulk sugar terminals including the six bulk storage and port facilities owned by industry through Sugar
Terminals Limited (STL) with the STL Board agreeing to QSL’s ongoing operation of the terminals for an initial five-year term with a
rolling three-year term after that.
I understand the new arrangement includes assurances of structural transparency through a separation of QSL’s marketing and
logistics operations to provide confidence to all marketers who will use the six terminals. This means ultimately whichever marketer
growers choose for their EI sugar, their miller or QSL, they can have confidence their EI sugar will be treated fairly.
I'll be writing to Wilmar urging them to sit down constructively with growers and QSL to finalise arrangements before February 2017. I
will also be writing to the Prime Minister and Deputy Prime Minister about the concerns growers have raised with me, specifically the
implementation of a Code of Conduct.
Hopefully common sense will prevail and agreement can be reached quickly.
I wish you and your families a peaceful and Merry Christmas.
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ABC 7.30 report: Wilmar linked to palm oil
deforestation in Indonesia
Click here to watch the 7.30 report which aired on 8 December 2016 about the
owner of some of Australia's most famous food brands (Wilmar) has been
linked to deforestation in Indonesia after new footage of land clearing in North
Sumatra was obtained by 7.30.
Below is an extract of the transcript of the program
HAYDEN COOPER, REPORTER: The aerial view of deforestation in Indonesia.
This footage was filmed earlier this year.
It reveals the rainforests of West Papua, cleared and ready to be replaced by
palm oil plantations.
Click here to watch the 7.30 report

GEMMA TILLACK, RAINFORST ACTION NETWORK: Papua is a critically
important tropical rainforest. It is an area that we cannot afford to lose, and right now it is being threatened by palm oil
development including the development for other crops like pulp, paper, and other agri business commodities.
HAYDEN COOPER: This is the end result - massive plantations of palm oil as more companies line up to capitalise often at the
expense of the environment and local Indigenous communities.
GEMMA TILLACK: You can see that the excavator is ripping down the rainforest in the Tripa peatland. This is the orangutan
capital of the world. So this is prime habitat for the Sumatra orangutan.
WENSI FATUBUN, PAPUAN FILMMAKER: Papuan people facing difficult with economic development project create by
Indonesian governments. Economic development project for who? This is the big question, from the Papuans to the Indonesian
government.
HAYDEN COOPER: This has been occurring across the region at an extraordinary rate.
Indonesia and Malaysia produce 85 per cent of the world's palm oil. Across Aceh, Sumatra, Borneo, Kalimantan and now Papua,
millions of hectares of forests have been cleared and replaced by the lucrative crop, often endangering species like the Sumatra
orangutan.
The palm oil is shipped all over the world and used in roughly half of the products in a typical supermarket.
GEMMA TILLACK: So what you can see here is excavators ripping down the rainforests.
HAYDEN COOPER: San Francisco-based Australian, Gemma Tillack monitors the industry for the rainforest action network.
GEMMA TILLACK: So right now we're at a critical juncture in the fate of Indonesia's rainforests.
The Indonesian president has actually taken a big, bold step forward and announced a moratorium on the further development of
oil palm plantations in Indonesia.
So we have a critical opportunity right now to get it right and to act together as a global community to protect Indonesia's
rainforests.
HAYDEN COOPER: But this footage obtained by 7.30 reveals destruction continues in Indonesia's rainforest and peatlands
despite the moratorium.
It was filmed in North Sumatra, in the crucial Leuser Ecosystem.
GEMMA TILLACK: It is the last place on earth where you can find the Sumatra orangutans, the tigers, the elephants and the
rhinos all co-existing together in the wild.
HAYDEN COOPER: This land clearing can be linked to some of Australia's most famous food brands through their parent
company, Wilmar.
Wilmar International is the world's biggest palm oil trader.
The Singapore-based agri business is controlled by the Malaysian billionaire Kuok Khoon Hong. It's the owner of CSR
HAYDEN COOPER: Senator Nick Xenophon is a vocal critic of the palm oil
industry. It even got him deported from neighbouring Malaysia three years ago.
Should Wilmar be held accountable for what is going on there?
NICK XENOPHON: Look, absolutely, and they need to be up front with
Australian consumers, all of us, who would have consumed one of the products
that Wilmar now controls or owns as to what's going on here.
Senator Nick Xenophon viewing footage

Particularly where there appears to have been a blatant disregard in the supply
chain of a moratorium announced by the Indonesian government.

HAYDEN COOPER: Wilmar International declined 7.30's request for an
interview. In a statement it said it shares the concerns about the Leuser Ecosystem.
Continues next page
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ABC 7.30 report continued The Burdekin’s latest
It says it proactively audits its supply chain and after its own cane fire
investigation it halted buying from the rogue processing mill in
October.
GEMMA TILLACK: Two years ago Wilmar did commit to
stopping deforestation, to stopping the destruction of peatland
and the exploitation of workers and communities.
So it has taken the first step with this commitment but what we
have found on the ground is that its third party suppliers
continue to destroy rainforests including those in the Leuser
ecosystem.
NICK XENOPHON: Well, Wilmar is talking the talk but not only
are they not walking the walk, they're actually walking away
from their previous commitments.
NICK XENOPHON: At the moment palm oil is just labelled as a
vegetable oil and it’s given a number. It’s meaningless in
terms of consumers being informed.
GEMMA TILLACK: Wilmar need to go beyond the mill, they
need to get down to the front line of forest destruction and stop
the bulldozers in their tracks.

The above featured in Wednesday 14 December Burdekin
Advocate in which the Editor states “With almost $30 million
lost in the region because farmers have been unable to
forward price their sugar, the calls for political intervention have
been growing for some time.

Wilmar confirms raid by
South African
authorities; pledges
cooperation
By Benjamin Cher, theedgemarkets.com.sg, December 9 2016

Wilmar International has confirmed that its South African
subsidiary Wilmar Continental Edible Oils and Fats was raided
by the Competition Commission of South Africa.
In a filing on Thursday night, Wilmar said the search and
seizure operation was part of a an industry-wide investigation
by the Competition Commission and was one of the many raids
against several companies involved in the manufacture and
distribution of refined edible oils, baking fats and margarine in
South Africa.
Wilmar expressed its disappointment at the raid but declined to
comment on any matters that are part of the on-going
investigation in its statement.
The commodities trader reiterated that it takes legal compliance
very seriously, adhering to the principle of complying with all
applicable laws, rules and regulations in the countries it
operates in. Wilmar states that it is cooperating with all parties
involved to gather information to assist the investigation.
Shares of Wilmar closed flat at $3.66 on Thursday.
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Wilmar slammed by Amnesty International for
labour abuses

Amnesty International has recently undertaken an
investigation into labour exploitation on plantations in
Indonesia that provides palm oil to Wilmar. Wilmar is
the largest processor and merchandiser of palm and
palm kernel oils and controls over 43% of the global
palm oil trade.
Amnesty International researchers interviewed 120
plantation workers on plantations directly owned by
two Wilmar subsidies and on plantations owned by
three companies that supply oil to Wilmar’s Indonesia
refineries.

Amnesty International found serious human rights
abuses on the plantations of Wilmar and its
suppliers. These included forced labour and child
labour, gender discrimination, as well as
exploitative and dangerous working practices that put the health of workers at risk.
The abuses identified were not isolated incidents but due to systemic business practices of Wilmar’s subsidiaries and suppliers, in
particular the low level of wages, the use of targets and “piece rates” and the use of a complex system of financial and other
penalties. Basically a worker’s wages are based on both time worked and a target output per worker. If the worker reaches the
target the worker receives the basic monthly wage, but if the target is not reached the company deducts one-seventh of the
salary, irrespective of the hours worked. This encourages families to use their children to ensure the targets are reached.
Amnesty International documented evidence of the involvement of children in hazardous work on plantations owned by two
Wilmar subsidiaries and three Wilmar suppliers. Workers employed by these companies told researchers that they have seen
children working on the plantation some of the children started working from the age of eight onwards and some children had
dropped out of school and worked all or most of the day.
Examples of a worker being paid US$4 for a full day’s work ..which is significantly below the minimum daily wage.
Amnesty International researchers found that some of the companies failed to provide personal protective equipment (PPE) for
workers who spray chemicals or fertilizers and that workers did not have adequate information on the chemicals they handled and
did not understand the potential health risks. Wilmar had committed in 2008 to phase out the use of Paraquat and had in 2011
stated that it had completed this phase out but researchers found evidence of the use of paraquat-based herbicides by Wilmar
suppliers.

Click here for the
full report
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QSL to continue to
operate the bulk sugar
terminals

This week Sugar Terminals Limited (STL) and Queensland
Sugar Limited (QSL) made a joint announcement (click here)
that they have agreed on a term-sheet for an Operating
Agreement that will underpin a new bulk sugar terminal
operating model for Queensland’s sugar industry.
The
Operating Agreement will have an initial five-year term with a
three-year rolling term following that, providing the sugar
industry with confidence and certainty
A new business model has been negotiated that reflects the
guiding principles established by STL and QSL more than 12
months ago. The benefits of the existing arrangement with QSL
are largely preserved and concerns about potential conflicts of
interest have been addressed.
This is welcome news, with STL announcing on the 16th March
this year that they were undertaking a review of how the sugar
terminals are managed and with Wilmar stating in an August
email to growers that they want to be in a position to be making
decisions and give instructions to the bulk terminal operator,
the future of the management of the terminals by QSL looked a
little shaky.
STL & QSL did state at their AGMs in October that negotiations
were progressing relating to the management of the bulk
terminals from July 2017 onwards and they were confident that
QSL will be the operator of the terminals post July 2017.
However, at the same STL AGM Wilmar exercised its
shareholding power and replaced Mackay Sugar’s Andrew
Cappello with their manager of agriculture operations, Ian
Davies; this meant that Wilmar now holds the two Miller
Director positions and no other miller has any representation
on the STL Board. Canegrowers Burdekin suggested to
industry that the only option to correct this imbalance of power
would be for the Board of Directors of STL to be increased with
an additional 2 or 3 Independent Directors appointed.
The announcement by STL and QSL also states that STL
plans to appoint two additional independent directors to bolster
the Board’s expertise before the start of the 2017 season. The
appointments will be subject to shareholder approval of an
increase in the director fee pool at a general meeting of the
company to be held in early 2017. This will bring the total
number of independent directors to three, complementing the
two grower elected directors and two miller elected directors.
This announcement has had mixed reactions within the sugar
industry with CANEGROWERS Qld issuing a media release
welcoming the certainty for Queensland’s bulk sugar terminals
(click here) and Wilmar being quoted as far from satisfied in an
article in the Daily Mercury (click here).
The article states that although it is under investigation from
the ACCC about another issue, a Wilmar spokesman said on
Tuesday that the company "expects the competition regulator
to be watching closely". He also condemned STL for refusing
to take on operation of the terminals.

Tully growers secure
sugar marketing choice

Six of the seven sugar milling companies operating in
Queensland have now finalised commercially acceptable
agreements with CANEGROWERS members for the 2017
season.
“Today’s news that QSL and Tully Sugar have signed an OnSupply Agreement (OSA) clears the way for our members in
the Tully region to sign Cane Supply Agreements which
guarantee
that
they
have
marketing
choice,”
CANEGROWERS CEO Dan Galligan said.
“Amendments passed by the Queensland Parliament just over
a year ago to the Sugar Industry Act are now a working reality
for our members in all but the Wilmar Sugar milling districts.
“Instead of being forced into having their sugar marketed only
via the mill, the amendments have facilitated a competitive
marketing environment in which the milling companies and our
growers can move forward.
“Our members, mostly family farmers, who contribute to the
regional and state economy of Queensland need to be able to
access the best marketing options for their sugar.”
CANEGROWERS congratulates the negotiating teams of
CANEGROWERS Tully and Tully Sugar Limited, which is a
wholly owned subsidiary of Chinese agribusiness company
COFCO.
“While it has taken some time to work through the details and
satisfy the requirements of the amended Act, the process has
developed practical and mutually beneficial commercial
arrangements between growers and the miller.
“Our Tully growers now have a clear pathway to capture the
higher sugar prices now available as the global sugar market
maintains a phase of a supply deficit.”
CANEGROWERS continues to urge Wilmar Sugar and QSL to
expedite their OSA, currently under negotiation.
“With that in place, our members in the Herbert River,
Burdekin, Proserpine and Plane Creek districts will be able to
sign Cane Supply Agreements.
“That will be the final piece of the puzzle to secure grower
choice across the industry and we hope to have that full
picture completed by Christmas.
“CANEGROWERS is seeking a meeting with Agriculture
Minister Bill Byrne to outline to him how the amended Sugar
Industry Act is working to the benefit and long term prosperity
of the industry demonstrated by the fact that we are moving
into the new production year which looks to record the ninth
successive increase in the state's sugarcane production.”
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ACCC proposes to approve collective bargaining

In September, CANEGROWERS made an application to the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (ACCC) seeking
authorisation to engage in collective bargaining of Cane Supply Agreements (CSA) and related agreements including On-Supply
Agreements (OSA).
This was in response to millers saying our participation in OSA discussions would contravene Australia’s competition laws.
The ACCC draft decision released today (click here) is in our favour. Once finalised, it will remove any ACCC issues in relation to
grower participation in OSA negotiations.
The ACCC considers the proposed arrangements are likely to result in public benefits from transaction cost savings and by
facilitating more effective and timely grower input into negotiations with mill owners.
The proposed authorisation would be for 10 years.
Below is the text of the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission media release issued today.
ACCC PROPOSES TO APPROVE CANE GROWERS COLLECTIVE BARGAINING
The Australian Competition and Consumer Commission has issued a draft determination proposing to grant authorisation to
Queensland Cane Growers Organisation Ltd and its local organisations (Canegrowers) for growers to collectively bargain cane
supply and related contracts with millers and sugar marketers.
In response to a request from the ACCC, Canegrowers clarified that the proposed collective negotiations would be conducted by
local Canegrowers organisations on behalf of growers supplying cane to their local sugar miller. Canegrowers also intends to
share information with growers across growing regions about common cane supply issues. Canegrowers confirmed that it does
not intend to negotiate a single, state-wide cane supply agreement.
“The ACCC has approved many collective bargaining arrangements involving groups of farmers supplying their local processor.
This is another matter where collective bargaining can provide an opportunity for growers, millers and sugar marketers to
negotiate mutually beneficial contracts,” ACCC Commissioner Mick Keogh said.
“The proposed arrangements are likely to result in public benefits from transaction cost savings, by facilitating more effective and
timely grower input into negotiations with mill owners.”
“Under the current industry framework where growers have a right to choose a marketer for their ‘grower economic interest’ (or
GEI) sugar, the ACCC also considers there are benefits in allowing growers to collectively bargain with mill owners and marketers
over terms relating to cane supply and the marketing of GEI sugar. This is likely to facilitate grower choice, and therefore
competition, when growers choose GEI sugar marketing services,” Mr Keogh said.
“The ACCC does not consider that the proposed arrangements are likely to result in significant public detriment given that
collective negotiations are voluntary for growers, millers and marketers and will continue to reflect regional differences.”
The ACCC is now seeking submissions from Canegrowers and interested parties in relation to its draft determination before
making a final decision, expected by March 2017.
Background
Canegrowers, representing the interests of sugar cane growers in Queensland, seeks authorisation for proposed collective
bargaining conduct with millers and sugar marketers.
Since 1999, the Sugar Industry Act in Queensland has allowed cane growers to collectively bargain certain terms and conditions
of their Cane Supply Agreements with their local mill. Canegrowers’ application seeks authorisation to collectively negotiate a
broader range of terms and conditions of cane supply with millers and sugar marketers, including in relation to GEI sugar
marketing terms, and to facilitate information sharing with growers across growing regions.
While there is ongoing debate within the industry about the recent Marketing Choice amendments to the Sugar Industry Act, the
ACCC’s role in assessing this application is not to comment on this, but rather to consider what benefits and detriments are likely
to result from the proposed conduct, given the framework within which the industry operates.
Further information, including a copy of the draft decision, is available from the ACCC’s Public Registers http://
registers.accc.gov.au/content/index.phtml/itemId/1198882/fromItemId/278039
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SRA
releases
Independent
Performance Review

Sugar Research Australia has released its inaugural
Independent Performance Review, which has assessed the
performance of the company from its creation in 2013 through
to 2016.
The Independent Performance Review was prepared by
independent reviewers Scott Williams Consulting in association
with Miracle Dog and Harrison Business Strategies, and the
review team consulted extensively throughout 2016 with key
stakeholders to prepare the review.
Reviewer Mr Scott Williams said the review team consulted
with more than 40 people and found SRA to be “a very well-run
company” with the “foundations in place to be high-performing
RDC”.
“Our review has made a series of recommendations that can
assist SRA to continue to deliver improved value for its
investors. These are all based on the opinions of the people
that we spoke to in undertaking the review,” Mr Williams said.
SRA Chairman Dr Ron Swindells said the SRA Board
welcomed the overall findings of the review, which provided a
strong endorsement of SRA’s governance, strategic
management, and research investment programs.
“The Board thanks all our stakeholders who provided time and
input to assist the review team in preparing their review. We
also thank the review team for their extensive effort,” Dr
Swindells said.
“SRA agrees with all of the recommendations of the
Independent Performance Review and a response plan has
been developed to put these recommendations into action.
“As SRA develops its next five-year strategic plan in 2017, we
have a strong foundation to allow SRA to respond to the
research, development and adoption needs of the Australian
sugarcane industry in the future.”

With Solaris Insurance Brokers

How to keep your home safe from
theft during the festive season
It comes around fast every year, Christmas is almost upon us
again. Most of us are gearing up for the festive season and
getting prepared to share food, drinks and presents with
friends and family. Unfortunately, Christmas is also a time
when home theft is on the rise and nothing puts a dampener
on festivities more than finding that you’ve been the victim of
crime.
Below our top tips for keeping would-be criminals at bay so
your home contents stay safe throughout the festive season.

Keep up security
The festive season can often mean frequent visits from friends
and family and it’s easy to become complacent with keeping
the house locked up if you have someone knocking on the
door every five minutes. However, you need to make sure that
you remember to keep your doors and windows locked to deter
opportunistic criminals who are looking for an easy way in. This
includes keeping your garage locked as this is a favourite entry
point for thieves.

Enlist help if you’re going away
With a lot of people going away during the festive season,
empty houses can be a very tempting prospect. If you’re going
away, speak to a family member or neighbour who would be
willing to check in every now and then to bring in the mail, park
in the driveway, take out the bins, and turn on some lights to
make the house seem lived in.

Be careful on social media
If you love posting things on social media about your
Christmas activities or holidays, be aware of what you’re
posting and who can see it. For example, if you’re publicly
posting about your holidays you could find yourself a target for
crime as people are aware your house is empty. Pay attention
to what information you’re giving out or increase your social
media privacy so only certain people can see what you’re
posting. We recommend only posting your holiday pics after
returning home safely.

Don’t display gifts
Although a big Christmas tree with presents stacked
underneath shining through the living room window may look
amazing, it can also be in invitation for criminals. Avoiding
putting presents on display where they can be seen by passers
-by in the lead up to Christmas.
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Crush statistics
94%

CROP CRUSHED
TO DATE

8,151,014
tonnes

Week 27 as at 10/12/2016

2016 estimate
8,690,000

Burdekin CCS Per Week
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2014 12.8 12.4 12.5 13.1 13.7 14.1 14.2 14.3 14.5 14.7 14.8 15.2 14.8 15.0 15.1 15.2 14.9 15.1 15.2 15.4 15.4 15.2 15.1 15.1 15.0 14.9
2015 12.4 12.8 13.4 13.7 13.9 14.3 14.4 14.6 14.8 14.9 15.1 15.1 15.3 15.5 15.7 15.8 16.0 16

2016 11.9 12.2 10.9 12.1 12.6 12.6

15.9 15.8 15.9 15.9 15.5

12.1 12.7 13.2 13.5 13.4 13.8 14.3 14.4 14.6 14.7 14.5 14.7 14.4 14.6 14.8 14.9 14.5 14.8 14.8 14.6

Burdekin Tonnes Cut Per Week
Invicta
450,000

Kalamia

Inkerman
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Pioneer
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345,465
352,335
336,971
315,695
332,667
330,951
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-
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Crush Week

10

Final Harvest Management Group in season
meeting

Grower representatives met with Wilmar Cane Supply managers and officers on Wednesday to review the harvest progress and
crushing operations.
CANEGROWERS Burdekin members were represented by Members Services Manager Wayne Smith and Director Sib Torrisi.
Harvest & Transport Safety
There were no significant incidents bought to the notice of the meeting.
Wilmar Cane Supply Manager said that Burdekin Shire Council and TMR officers had requested that growers and harvest
contractors ensure that mud is not deposited on roadways particularly from haul out vehicles that are exiting harvested wet
paddocks on their way to and from cane delivery sidings.
Factory Performance
Wilmar Burdekin Operations Manager Paul Turnbull was in attendance and updated the meeting on the stoppages that had
occurred since the last meeting and of any planned cleaning or maintenance stops in the coming week.
Paul said since the last HMG meeting that where there is capacity available Wilmar had been sending molasses between mills in
the Burdekin (Pioneer and Kalamia to Invicta) and to Proserpine (from Inkerman) for processing to aid in increasing throughput
rates; 40 tonnes of molasses is equivalent to 700 tonnes of cane.
Also the level of impurities had climbed over the last few weeks the ratio increase being around 50%, this increase puts pressure
and delays in the back ends of mills to produce sugar. that all mills were experiencing issues with fugals and low grade pans and
the volume of molasses as cane has passed peak ripeness and purity is dropping.
Rain over the weekend and earlier in the week had a slowing effect as dirt levels had increased at all mills.
In respect of each mill Paul provided the following information to the meeting:
Invicta has had a reasonable run but dirt levels had impacted in the last 48 hours.
Pioneer is still managing a leaking economiser tube in the mill boiler and has had short term stops to blow dirt of the boiler grates.
Kalamia pan stages are being impacted by the lower purity in cane.
Inkerman is having similar pan issues and also needing to blow off dirt build ups on boiler grates. Paul provided some detail
around the series of valve issues that plagued a pan as well as the coupling on low grade fugal, a scraper plate and return leak
on a boiler.
The most recent stop on Tuesday was to do with a bearing failure on boiler 2 fan. If possible cleaning stops are to be aimed at
supply gaps so as to maximise mill availability.
Estimates, Equities and Transfers
Each mill area’s logistic officers are now managing equity manually. This is where bin allotments are determined on each harvest
groups’ known remaining tonnage to be harvested and the group’s harvest roster.
Recent rain has had limited impact on harvesting activity with logistic officers monitoring the situation very closely as they focus
on end dates by bin reallocations and inter mill transfers to optimise cane supply where possible.
Season Finishes - Holiday Harvesting and Crushing
As required by the CSA, Growers have been advised in writing of anticipated finish dates for last day of harvesting for each of the
district’s mills.
Cane Supply Manager Steve Postma provided an updated technical budget to crush the remaining tonnage of a declining
estimate with forecast finish dates for crushing now being 17th December for Invicta, 23rd or 24th for Pioneer and Kalamia and
30th Dec or 1st January for Inkerman.
Noted is that the revised budget as presented may now be impacted by some cane supply availability due to the rain over the
week end and Monday.
At this stage it has been acknowledged that Inkerman will need to crush around the festive season so the understanding is that
there will be very little cane harvested and supplied on Christmas Eve and the mill will not be crushing on Christmas Day.
Continues next page
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Final Harvest Management Group in season
meeting continued
Any cane that may be harvested on Boxing Day will contribute to the resumption of crushing once Wilmar have determined there
is sufficient supply to commence operations again to complete the crushing of the remaining cane.
Next Meeting
The next Harvest Management meeting will be conducted in February; end of season statistics produced by Wilmar will be
presented at this meeting plus there will be a review of the season and the Harvest Management Group meeting activity and
procedures.
Wilmar are not expecting to complete calculations for any Benchmark Dry Crushing (Mill Performance) penalties (payable in
March) that may be due until February due to Manager’s leave periods during January.

Christmas Curfew for Harvester Movements

Growers and Harvest Contractors are reminded that during the Christmas curfew period, agricultural vehicles 2.5m to 3.5m wide
can travel on minor roads (council roads) but cannot travel on or across critical or major roads. The curfew for over-dimensional
agricultural vehicles, which includes most harvesters, will be in force from 00:01 Saturday 24 December 2016 until 23:59 Monday
2 January 2017. Most haul outs are under 2.5m wide and therefore not subject to the curfew.
Representations for an exemption have been made to Queensland Police and the Department of Transport and Main Roads
(TMR) by CANEGROWERS for those districts that will still be harvesting cane during the curfew period; at time of writing the
exemption has not been forthcoming from the Government Departments.
In the meantime, a permit application (that TMR will treat as an application for exemption) to TMR which can be made on and
individual basis by contractors and growers (who need to travel or cross critical or major roads during the curfew period) by
completing a Traffic Management Plan which can be accessed by clicking here and emailing it to
QLDAccess_HVROPO@tmr.qld.gov.au. Qld Police have made it clear that just by applying does not guarantee they will approve
the application.
TMR have undertaken to process the applications as a matter of priority. To this end they have organised a hypercare team. Th is
team will make available TMR people to assist where possible. (daniel.m.pinkney@tmr.qld.gov.au mob. 0417731901) will
coordinate the TMR assistance team. Direct contact can be made with Daniel for assistance.

Wilmar Cane Supply meet with the CBL Board

On Tuesday Steve Postma (Wilmar cane Supply Manager) and Peter Luke (Wilmar
Transport Operations Manager) attended the Canegrowers Burdekin Board.
The Board expressed their concerns and frustrations with the overall performance
of the regions mills with a particular focus on getting the last of the crop off.

Peter Luke, Phil Marano, Steve Postma

Chairman, Phil Marano advised that the biggest issue is the lack of trust and that
his view is that the relationship between growers and the mill owner has never been
as bad and this was mainly due to Wilmar’s behavior around marketing. Phil stated
that this lack of trust and state of the relationship has resulted in growers being very
very unforgiving when there is a mill breakdown. Phil also recommended that
Wilmar improve the communication when any of the mills break down or whenever
bins are reduced to avoid people speculating on what has gone wrong (again).

The question was put if the mills would cease crushing whilst there was still cane to be supplied. The response was that the
focus is on getting the crop off and there has not been a drop dead date set. There was concerns from all if there were any
lengthy delays due to wet weather.
The mill performance and the standover benefits for growers with the CBL CSA was noted.
The Board questioned some comments that Wilmar had invested $850m in capital expenditure since purchasing Sucrogen and
advised that we would like to see an overview of what had been spent and on which mills. An interest was also indicated in
receiving an overview on when capital expenditure was planned the future. Steve advised he would pass this message on to the
people that had responsibility for capital expenditure.
It was agreed that we would look to have a Member Information Forum around February next year and this forum would include
an invitation to the key Wilmar mill operation and performance decision makers.
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Queensland electricity affordability

An independent report has confirmed Queenslanders can continue to benefit from stabilised electricity prices.
Energy Minister Mark Bailey said the Australian Energy Market Commission’s Electricity Price Trends Report found that
Queenslanders will continue to benefit from stabilised electricity prices over the next two years, with network costs forecast to also
remain stable.
According to the AEMC report, Queensland was one of only two States to show a reduction in the average annual electricity price
trend between 2016-17 and 2018-19. The price trend reduction in Queensland is 1.5% compared to only 0.6% in Tasmania. In
other States and Territories, the price trend is to increase ranging from 2.4% to 9.3%.
“We came to government with a firm commitment to Queenslanders to stabilise electricity prices after the 43 per cent surge during
the term of the Newman-Nicholls Government, and this report confirms we have set the right electricity policy framework to deliver
stabilised prices,” Mr Bailey said.
“Under the first two years of the Palaszczuk Government, prices have increased annually for households by an average of just 1.2
per cent – less than inflation.
“This stabilisation is in part due our decision to direct the State electricity providers Ergon and Energex not to appeal the
Australian Energy Regulator’s decision to curb network costs.
“Given network costs make up around half a typical residential bill this will ensure customers see the benefits of more stable
prices over the next four years.
“This action was only possible because we kept these important assets in State hands.”
Mr Bailey said the Palaszczuk Government maintained its concession for pensioners and seniors, and has extended the
concession – worth up to $330 per year – to low-income households.
"The Government confirmed yesterday it would allocate $170 million over four years to extend the existing electricity rebate to an
estimated 157,000 households holding Commonwealth Health Care Cards who will save up to $330 a year from 1 January 2017
with all current recipients of the rebate retaining it," Mr Bailey said.
"All up the generously expanded electricity concession program will provide $840 million to an estimated 688,000 Queensland
households over the next four years."
Mr Bailey said another report - AEMO’s annual national transmission network development plan - highlights Queensland’s system
security, with strong electricity network independence over the next decade without the need for further interstate connection
upgrades.
“Queensland supports a strong national market, but further network investment comes at a cost to consumers and therefore
needs to have a strong economic justification, and take into account technological advancements, and new sources of distributed
energy such as battery storage,” Mr Bailey said.
“The Palaszczuk Government is committed to keeping consumers front and centre.
“Ensuring affordable electricity was a key focus of the independent Expert Panel report commissioned by the Palaszczuk
Government to investigate pathways to achieving 50 per cent renewable energy in Queensland by 2030.
“The expert panel - chaired by investment banker, engineer, and experienced business executive Colin Mugglestone - found the
target could be achieved with cost neutral outcomes for Queensland consumers, due to additional supply from the renewable
generators placing downward pressure on wholesale electricity prices.
“The Panel also found that Queensland can meet its target while maintaining electricity security and reliability.
“These independent reports confirm that Queensland is on the right path to achieving the important balance of electricity
affordability and system security while we transition to a renewable energy future.”

Continues next page
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Energy regulator is getting it
wrong and summer power costs
will rise

CANEGROWERS is sounding the alarm that the Australian Energy Regulator (AER) is
on course to rubber stamp seriously flawed Ergon Energy network tariffs in a decision
due in February 2017.
“CANEGROWERS supports cost reflective pricing. However, Ergon’s proposed tariffs
are going to penalise customers who use most of their power over the summer period,
home owners, farmers and businesses,” CANEGROWERS CEO Dan Galligan said.
In October, the AER said Ergon’s summer seasonal network peak and inclining block
tariffs had satisfied the Distribution Pricing Principles.
“But an investigation, commissioned by CANEGROWERS and carried out by economic
consultants Sapere, has found the Ergon proposal is far from justified,” Mr Galligan
said.
“Ergon’s explanation for moving to tariffs that either go up in three steps as usage
increases (inclining block tariffs) or price at a premium during peak windows is that they
will reduce peak demand to avoid the need for future network investment.
“But Ergon’s argument is contradicted by publicly available evidence in its own 2016
Distribution Annual Planning Report!”
The Report shows that the network congestion data used by Ergon in its tariff proposal
overstates congestion by a factor of approximately 375. The scale of this pricing
distortion is a whopping $1.8 billion over five years.
“In fact, Ergon’s own distribution report shows that 98% of the network has enough
spare capacity to meet forecast peak demand growth for the foreseeable future,” Mr
Galligan said. “There is no pressure for new network capacity.”
In fact, since the Global Financial Crisis, Ergon’s peak demand has hardly grown.
CANEGROWERS believes the AER is moving to approve seasonal peak and inclining
block prices for the network while ignoring the spare capacity that is already there effectively approving charges for non-existent future network investment.

Queensland
electricity
affordability
continues

Mr Bailey said Queensland’s RET was
established in a policy vacuum under
the Turnbull Government, which has
no plan to achieve the commitments
made under the Paris Agreement and
no policies to reduce emissions
beyond 2020.
“What we’ve seen over the last week is
a disappointing lack of leadership on
energy policy and this is set to
continue today with no clear pathways
or policies identified ahead of the
COAG Energy Council meeting in
Melbourne,” Mr Bailey said.
“The Turnbull Government continues
to stick its head in the sand by ruling
out an emissions intensity scheme
identified by the AEMC as the most
cost efficient way forward and as
recognised by Australia’s Chief
scientist Dr Alan Finkel.
“The Finkel report released to Energy
Ministers has also condemned the lack
of certainty, identifying that there is
evidence that investment in the energy
sector has stalled as a consequence.
“Queensland will continue to act on
climate change and reduce emissions
in the absence of federal policy but
Australians deserve better national
leadership on this important issue.”

“What Ergon is proposing, and the AER is on the verge of approving, is a regime in
which electricity consumers will be unnecessarily and unfairly paying more than it costs
to supply them with power at a time when they’d be needing it most, in the peak of
summer,” Mr Galligan said.
“If there were a future cost saving to everyone, these tariff structures would be okay but
there is not and they are far from okay.
“In the absence of those future savings, prices are actually likely to climb as the power
company tries to recover the fixed revenue the AER has already allowed, while
electricity use declines because it costs consumers too much,” he said.
“This is very wrong and, unless reversed when the AER makes its final determination
soon, it will see both Ergon and the AER at risk of violating the national electricity rules.
“This is a clear opportunity for governments to step up, step in and make their mark on
fairer electricity pricing for all Australians.”
The full Sapere report commissioned by CANEGROWERS, Errors in Australian Energy
Regulator’s Draft Decision on Ergon Energy’s 2016 Tariff Structure Statement, can be
found here.
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ABARES regional profiles released

ABARES have updated their regional profiles. ABARES produce a series of individual profiles of the agricultural, forestry and
fisheries industries in your region. Based on the regional boundaries set by the Australian Bureau of Statistics, each regional
profile presents an overview of the agriculture, fisheries and forestry sectors in the region and the recent financial performance of
the broadacre and, where relevant, dairy and vegetable industries.
The most recent update for the Townsville region provides the following information on sugarcane growing farm businesses.

Performance of sugarcane growing farms—Burdekin
In the Burdekin region, farm cash income is estimated to have increased from an average of $103 800 per farm in 2013–14 to an
average of $124 000 per farm in 2014–15 as a result of a small increase in sugarcane production and higher CCS.
sugarcane receipts averaged $3 940 per hectare planted to sugarcane for Burdekin region farm businesses in 2013–14, compared
to $3 090 for all sugarcane businesses nationally. Average cash costs of sugarcane production (excluding finance costs) was $3
220 per hectare in 2013–14 compared with $2 490 per hectare for all sugarcane businesses resulting in a cash operating margin
(before finance costs) of $720 per hectare. This was above the average for all sugarcane businesses nationally of $600 per
hectare in 2013–14. In the Burdekin region, in 2013–14, 15 per cent of sugarcane growers intended expanding production over the
next five years.
Click here for the entire report.
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ISSCT Congress

Matt Kealley attended the 29th ISSCT Congress in Chiang Mai
Thailand between the 5th to 8th December 2016. There he
presented his paper on Smartcane BMP and performed
Councillor duties representing Australia on the ISSCT Council.
The International Society of Sugar Cane Technologists
(ISSCT) is an association of scientists, technologists,
managers, institutions and companies/corporations concerned
with the technical advancement of the cane sugar industry and
its co-products. It has been in existence for 89 years during
which it has organized 28 Congresses. This Congress was well
attended with over 1000 delegates from cane growing nations
coming from all over the world.

Matt Kealley presenting at ISSCT

The first day saw the elaborate opening ceremony followed by
a plenary session on sustainability of cane growers and their environment. Papers were delivered on the themes of agriculture,
biology, factory and co-products. It concluded with a function in an exhibition hall where delegates could network with the 40 plus
exhibitors.
Day two had plenary session and speakers on the theme of producing sugarcane under challenging environmental conditions.
Papers delivered included:



Big data science for small farmers: improving resilience to climate change;



Strategies for cane production in marginal environments and under more environmental scrutiny and;



A paper from Poggio, Renouf and Schroeder called Balancing profitability and environmental considerations in best practice
cane growing with some discussion on Smartcane BMP.

Day three and four had papers and the plenary heard from three presenters on producing sugarcane under changing economic
conditions. The plenary on day four had the theme producing sugarcane under changing policy and management regimes
including a presentation from Frikki Botha on ‘R,D&E over managed and underperforming’ which discussed the value of allowing
creative blue sky research and minimising manager involvement in the science process.
Matt Kealley presented his paper on Smartcane BMP – understanding drivers and building momentum for best management
practice uptake in the Queensland sugarcane industry. This was well received by the attendees and created some good
discussion on practice change, engagement and adoption in the workshop that followed.
Day four wrapped up with a dinner where Awards were presented for best papers in the respective sections, lifetime membership
was awarded to three researchers and Argentina would host the 30th Congress in 2019.

QFF Things to know
1.

Do farmers have vision to see tariff transfer in 2020?
There are 42,000+ regional customers could be in for a
shock as the transitioning to cost-reflective electricity tariffs continues. See QFF President Stuart Armitage's full
column HERE.

2.

See the Christmas edition of the QFF's Energy Savers enews including new irrigation presentations & farm business case studies HERE.

3.

Queensland Irrigators have said no to targeted buybacks
at the recent Dirranbandi, St George, Goondiwindi and
Toowoomba Murray Darling Basin Authority (MDBA)
Northern Basin Plan consultations. Details HERE

4.

Got opinions on the Queensland Government's 'The Long
Paddock' website? Feedback is currently being sought to
improve the current site. Fill out the survey HERE.

5.

The likelihood of La Niña developing in is now low. The
Bureau of Meteorology has shifted its ENSO Outlook La
Niña from WATCH to INACTIVE. Details HERE.

You can join the QSL mailing list to receive weekly updates
from QSL as well as other
QSL news and information. To join the mailing list click here.
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CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the
fight on all issues affecting cane farmers
For the week ending 14 December

Executive comment


Work with NFF member’s CEO continued last week to progress the transition plans towards the Australian Farmers national
advocacy body. A schedule is in place for organisations such as CANEGROWERS to be recognised as an independent
commodity council under the new structs and this transition should take play in the first quarter of next year.



Attendance at the Qld Farmers Federation Water and Energy policy committee. The committee is focused on progress
towards local management irrigation schemes, works underway from the Government to relook at the referrable dams policy.



Regional meetings were held in Tully with the Tully CANEGROWERS AGM and a brief stop in at Innisfail.

Trade


CANEGROWERS met separately with Indonesia’s Director-General for Trade Negotiations and Australia’s Minister for Trade
Steve Ciobo to discuss options for improving Australia’s sugar access to Indonesia.



CANEGROWERS participated in the NFF Trade Committee Teleconference.

Electricity


CANEGROWERS is working through implementation arrangements for the Queensland government’s agricultural electricity
tariff trial.

Transport


Tully, Mackay, Plane Creek, Herbert and Burdekin areas have requested exemptions from the Christmas travel curfew for
harvesters. Transport and Main Roads and Police have undertaken to address this. There has been Ministerial level
involvement to facilitate this. Nothing definite has been announced yet.

Fuel Tax Credit Coalition


There has been a meeting of the Fuel Tax Credit Coalition and it is planned to take members of parliament on a site visit to
Newcastle and the Hunter over 2 days between Monday 30 January-Wednesday 1 February 2017 and to have a
parliamentary visit by Fuel Tax Coalition members on Wednesday 8 February 2017. National Farmer Federation will
represent agriculture.

Reef Trust 4 - Enhanced efficiency fertiliser tender


CANEGROWERS submitted a tender for the “Support Cane Farmer Trials of Enhanced Efficiency Fertiliser in the Catchment
of the Great Barrier Reef” project. CANEGROWERS will be the main contractor in conjunction with the Reef Alliance and
SRA will be the main contracted organisation for the trial work. This is $7 million tender with 60 trials over 3 years including
water quality monitoring and economic assessments.

Cane growers protecting and respecting our reef
… the greatest reef in the world
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Pricing information
2016 Season Advances & Payments
as at 5 December 2016
$/tonne IPS
Initial
18 August 16*
20 October 16*
15 December 16
26 January 17
23 February 17
23 March 17
20 April 17
18 May 17
22 June 17
Final Payment

$267
$326
$368
$383
$420
$433
$459
$472
$485
$498
$525

% estimated
return

Waterfind Burdekin
Haughton WSS Water
Market Summary

80.0%
82.5%
87.5%
90.0%
92.5%
95.0%
100%

As at 16 December 2016

* paid
The Advance Program is a guide only. CANEGROWERS Burdekin takes no
responsibility for its accuracy. It only applies to growers who did not forward
price for 2016 (the default method). Growers who have forward priced for
2016 will be paid the same percentage of their final expected proceeds. For
individual advance rates check your grower forecast on the Wilmar website.

Allocations

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices
as at 15 December 2016
Gross

$/Tonne IPS
Net

2016 Season

$523

$503

2017 Season

$521

$501

2018 Season

$599

$479

2019 Season

$481

$461

Dam Storage

Estimated QSL Pool Prices
As at 25 November 2016
$/Tonne IPS
GROSS 2016
QSL Harvest Pool

$522

QSL Actively Managed Pool

$562

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool

$466

The above information is provided by Waterfind.
The
information provided is of a general nature only and must not
be relied upon in substitution for professional advice.
Waterfind accepts no responsibility for the accuracy,
completeness or timeliness of any information provided. For
more information click here.

Burdekin Falls Dam Assessable Capacity Percentage
2010

QSL US Quota Pool

2011

2012

$774
$480

QSL 3-season Forward Pool

$497

2014

2015

2016

82.4%

180

QSL 2-season Forward Pool

2013

200

15 Dec 2016

160

140

%

120

100

80

60

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices
published on the QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated
regularly and provides a sense of how the QSL-managed pools are performing
over the current season.
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DATES TO
REMEMBER
Sugar Industry Calendar
Click here

FOR SALE
Tractor Tyre Pirelli Radial 520-70R38 good condition estimate 50%
wear $550 + GST Phone 0427 635 672

Would you like to
advertise in

canenews?
Email
bdk@canegrowers.com.au

to receive more
information

CANEGROWERS Burdekin’office will be
closed over the Christmas period
Monday 26th December - Monday 2nd January

www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au

Re-opening Tuesday 3rd January

@BurdekinCANE

6% Discount
Exclusive offer to members
of CANEGROWERS
Burdekin

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd
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Contact Us
canenews is read by the majority of Burdekin
cane farmers and their families in the Burdekin.
Copies are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS
Offices, businesses, industry, politicians,
Government Agencies and members of the
community.

HEAD OFFICE
141 Young Street, Ayr
bdk@canegrowers.com.au
Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm
Fri: 9am - 3pm
4790 3600
CANEGROWERS Hall
68 Tenth Street, Home Hill
Debra Burden

General Manager

0417 709 435
4790 3603

Wayne Smith

Manager: Member Services

0428 834 802
4790 3604

Michelle Andrews

Manager: Finance & Admin

4790 3602

Tiffany Giardina

Payroll & Administration

4790 3601

Racheal Olsen

Solaris Insurance Brokers
Manager

JP (Qual)

4790 3605
0408 638 518

Published Weekly by:
CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited
ABN:
Postal Address:
Telephone:
Facsimile:
Email:

43 114 632 325
PO Box 933, AYR QLD 4807
(07) 4790 3600
(07) 4783 4914
bdk@canegrowers.com.au

Please direct all advertising enquiries and materials
to the above.

Disclaimer

racheal_olsen@solarisinsurance.com.au

Tanara Cowen

Administration Officer

4790 3605

Email address: firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au
DIRECTORS
Phil Marano
Chair

marano@bigpond.com

0404 004 371

Owen Menkens
Deputy Chair

owen_menkens@hotmail.com

0409 480 179

Steven Pilla

spilla8@bigpond.com.au

0417 071 861

Roger Piva

rogerdpiva@gmail.com

0429 483 815

Sib Torrisi

sibbyt58@bigpond.com

0429 827 196

Greg Rossato

greg_rossato@outlook.com

0418 713 563

In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our”
means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our
directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter
has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do
our very best to present information that is correct and
accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or
representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or
accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter,
for any purposes.
Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be
excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss,
damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of
the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information
appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole
responsibility and risk associated with the use and results
of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you
agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage
whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of,
or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We
recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any
information provided in this newsletter.

Burdekin Cane Auditors—Workplace Coordinators
Site

Name

Email

Phone

Inkerman

Vicki Lewis

vicki@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4782 1020

Kalamia

Ray Collinson

ray@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4783 0319

Pioneer

Geraldine Cantarella

geraldine@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4782 5346

Invicta

Mark Saunders

mark@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4782 9153

