canenews
ISSUE 4 December 2013

in this issue
SRA Membership P.1

Barratta Catchment Meeting P.8

Taking Up The Fight P.2

Retain Ravensdown P.9

WIS Water Quality Tour P.4

Smartcane Update P.10

BBIFMAC AGM P.6

QSL Update P.11

ACTION NEEDED
Horan & Bird understand that one of the biggest
expenses in your business is your power bill, and
Horan & Bird know how to drastically reduce that
expense for you. On Friday 13th December Horan
& Bird would like to shout you lunch and a few
beers to clarify how.
Horan & Bird will be explaining to you just how
easy it is to potentially bring your daytime
consumption down from 30 cents to just 9 cents.
This can be achieved by installing solar systems
on your irrigation pumps with some very attractive
offers for you including Leasing and Power
Purchasing Agreements.
Enjoy lunch on Horan & Bird, without pressure or
obligation and during this time Horan & Bird can
answer all your questions relating to solar,
cleaning, maintenance, longevity of solar panels
and especially how it can work for you.

Friday 13 December
CANEGROWERS Hall, Home Hill
12.00pm
RSVP to Tiffany on 4790 3600
or email tiffany_giardina@canegrowers.com.au

BECOME A MEMBER OF
SUGAR RESEARCH
AUSTRALIA TODAY

Attention all cane growers: It is
important that you know that you do
not automatically become a member
of SRA simply by paying the Sugarcane
Levy.
Under corporation law you have to
formally join as a Member.
Membership of Sugar Research Australia is free to cane growers,
but you must sign the membership form that you received in the
mail from them recently, to continue to have a say in the direction
of SRA.
If you need another SRA membership form, click here.
Membership of SRA is important so that growers continue to have
their say and get directly involved in key aspects of the company to
create a better future for the industry.
By growers joining SRA as members, it will ensure that the
Australian sugarcane industry’s research and development is
properly geared around the support of a strong cane growing
sector.
CANEGROWERS strongly urges all growers to join.

For more information about becoming an SRA member, you can
visit the SRA website on www.sugarresearch.com.au or call Andrea
Evers on 07 3331 3333 or email aevers@sugarresearch.com.au

This newsletter is not to be distributed or reproduced without the express permission of CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd. 1

CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the fight
on all issues affecting cane farmers businesses
Below is a summary of just some of the actions undertaken by your CANEGROWERS Queensland in the past week to help you and the
cane industry. Current as at 3 December 2013

London to Innisfail




Paul Schembri (Canegrowers Chair), Brendan Stewart
(Canegrowers CEO) and Warren Males (Canegrowers
Head – Economics) have had a whirlwind week.
Having spent the better part of a week representing the
Australian sugar industry at global forums including
that of the International Sugar Organisation, the World
Association of Beet and Cane Growers and the Global
Sugar Alliance.
This week Paul and Brendan will be on the road again,
but a bit closer to home. Starting in Mackay for the
Smartcane BMP launch on Tuesday, then driving north
with grower events planned in cane locations including
Ingham, the Herbert River and Innisfail.

Productivity services


Laboratory Methods Manual


A meeting was held with ASMC, SRA and
CANEGROWERS to determine the options for the
future maintenance of the laboratory methods
manuals. These were kept by the former BSES and it
is not certain that this service will continue with SRA.
Currently there are methods which need to be updated
and plans to achieve this are being implemented.

Vegetation Management



CANEGROWERS attended the final meeting of the
VMA Industry Working Group
All sugarcane growers are encouraged to attend the
DNRM information sessions over the next two weeks.
The changes to the VMA will have significant beneficial
impacts of how vegetation can be managed on-farm.

Burn Ashburner attended the Productivity Services
Annual Conference. The issues most likely to be of
strategic importance to CANEGROWERS were:

The relationship between the SRA PEC unit
and the productivity services bodies is vital to
ensure that the communication from R&D to
growers and needs of growers from R&D are
maintained and enhanced. It is felt that this
relationship is improving but has a way to go.

Biosecurity is in the process of change with the
introduction of the new Biosecurity Bill and a
balance between a regulated and voluntary
Code of Practice for the sugar industry. This will
inevitably have some effect on those
productivity services bodies which have already
stepped up to do machinery inspections.

Smartcane BMP and some of the possible
productivity service roles in the future of BMP
were discussed and hopefully they will be
considered and implemented in the future.

Proposals were considered to allow for
productivity services, as a group, to be
represented on issues of concern and potential
benefit to all regions.

Reef Rescue




Matt Kealley met with the Reef Rescue team in
Canberra on 26 November 2013 to finalise the
CANEGROWERS Reef Rescue 2 contract and MERI
plan.
Discussion also focused on Smartcane BMP, Reef
Trust funding and the nitrogen forum.

Electricity
Insurance






Mike McConville Canegrowers State Insurance
Manager, held meetings with QBE, CGU & Lumley’s
regarding support for our members situated north of
Rockhampton.
Geoff Youngs (Mackay) represented CANEGROWERS
Insurance on a NAS work party visiting various
underwriting agencies.
Discussions were held with Agricola, Insurance
Facilitators, Argis & Rural affinity. Mostly the responses
indicated that they were not prepared to enter into the
markets north of Rockhampton.






CANEGROWERS attended the QCA's Consumer
Advocacy Group meeting.
The DRAFT QCA Retail Price Determination for
2014/15 is due for release on Wednesday, 11
December.
CANEGROWERS met with representatives from Ergon
Energy to develop a Memorandum of Understanding.
The intent of the MoU is to reach a common
understanding on developing a new suite of irrigation
tariffs that reflect only the prudently incurred costs of
supply.

2

CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the fight
on all issues affecting cane farmers businesses
Nitrogen forum




Nitrogen use and fertiliser rates has become a focus
over the last few months. To resolve the issue,
CANEGROWERS proposed a nitrogen forum to
identify opportunities for better nitrogen use efficiency.
The confusion and concern raised when Reef
Catchments tried to run a nitrogen forum outside of the
industry-led process was averted when it was advised
that the Reef Catchments proposed nitrogen forum was
not proceeding.
The industry-led program, with support from the cane
industry and Australian Government, has been
developed to look at the issues, understand the
complexity, gather ideas and develop a list of research
questions to incorporate into a collaborative targeted
and prioritised R&D program. The objective is to
improve nitrogen use efficiency, maintain productivity,
profitability and reduce loss to the environment. This
has three components








Cane industry R&D think-tank (December/
January) to identify and evaluate a range of
ideas for nitrogen use efficiency to put
forward as R&D to maintain productivity,
profitability and reduce loss to the
environment.
Literature review (December – February
2014) to undertake a comprehensive
literature review of the published science,
research and R&D underway in the
Australian cane industry around fertiliser and
nitrogen use efficiency since 1990.
Cane nitrogen forum (February 2014)
improving nitrogen use efficiency to maintain
productivity, profitability and reduce loss to
the environment. This includes a two-day,
industry-led, independently facilitated forum
that is open to all stakeholders with an
interest in improving nitrogen use efficiency
in cane that will maintain productivity,
profitability and reduce loss to the
environment. The outcome is to identify and
evaluate a range of ideas for nitrogen use
efficiency to put forward as R&D which can
be incorporated into a collaborative targeted
and prioritised R&D program led by industry
through SRA to maintain productivity,
profitability and reduce loss to the
environment.

CANEGROWERS has funding available from the Reef
Rescue program to support the program.

Biosecurity










On 19 November 2013 the Minister for Agriculture,
Fisheries and Forestry, the Hon John McVeigh MP, introduced the Biosecurity Bill 2013. The Bill will repeal,
amend and make minor and consequential amendments to a number of Acts.
The Bill seeks to provide a cohesive legislative framework that provides proportionate powers and flexibility
to respond in a timely and effective way to animal and
plant diseases and pests. This will enable Queensland
to meet its obligations as a signatory to the national
biosecurity system.
The Bill was referred to the Agriculture, Resources and
Environment Committee for inquiry and report by 24
February 2014.
CANEGROWERS will be reviewing the Bill with members of the recently formed cane industry biosecurity
group.
This group met recently to discuss biosecurity roles and
responsibilities and how the industry needs to position
itself for the next five years, given the restructure of the
industry, establishment of SRA and development of a
new Queensland Biosecurity Bill.

Transport










The harvesting fleet review has been distributed to all
CANEGROWERS districts, for further distribution to
harvester groups.
CANEGROWERS attended the final meeting of the
Road Freight Industry Council for 2013. In 2014, CANEGROWERS will no longer be on the RFIC.
In 2014 the Agricultural Transport Industry Council will
be established and the first meeting will be held in
March. The ATIC is an initiative of CANEGROWERS
and the forum will deal with solving agriculture-specific
issues.
Discussions with DAFF and TMR in relation to High
Flotation Tyres are ongoing. DAFF supports the CANEGROWERS position of moving the class permit into the
Form 14 guideline "in principle".
TMR have undertaken a structural review of all bridges
in QLD. In the sugarcane growing regions, between 15
to 20 bridges are "of concern" or "under further investigation". TMR will be releasing their complete findings in
December.

Plant Health Australia


Matt Kealley, Canegrowers Manager Environment and
Natural Resources, attended the Plant Health Australia
Industry forum, the Animal Health Australia/ Plant
Health Australia joint industry forum and the Plant
Health Australia AGM held in Canberra 26-27
November 2013.
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WATER QUALITY BUS TOUR
The Women in Sugar Water Quality Bus Tour was held on
Wednesday morning.
The bus was filled with a mixture of women and men and included
cane farmers, extension staff, government officials and media.
The tour commenced at the DPI Research Centre with three quality
presentations as follows:
1.
2.
3.

Rob Milla from BPS spoke on the Burdekin Water Quality
Monitoring project
Brock Dembowski from DAFF presented on Farming Best
Management Practices; and
Evan Shannon from FARMACIST presented on the results of
a recent project which focused on the efficiencies of recycle pits. A copy of this presentation can be found here.

Time keeper, Merv Pyott, kept everything running to the tight
timeframe and the bus left on time at 10:30am for the tour.

AUSTRALIA’S CHIEF
SCIENTIST
REQUIRES
YOUR INPUT
Australia’s Chief Scientist is currently undertaking research into the
demand for science, technology, engineering and mathematics
(STEM) skills by Australian businesses. There is particular interest in
input from the agriculture sector, with limited survey responses to
date.
Anybody who either employs, or may be looking to employ, people
with a STEM qualification – from Certificate III to PhD is encouraged
to participate in the survey. The survey will be open until Friday, 13
December 2013 and takes around 20 minutes to complete.
It can be accessed via the link here.

The first stop was The Rocks with Evan and Rob providing
commentary.
The second stop (after a slight detour and some excitement trying
to turn the bus around on headland without the bus ending up in a
drain) was to visit the BBIFMAC Real Time Water Quality
Monitoring site in Browns Road. Tom McShane, Dennis Stubbs and
Eileisha Burton spoke on the benefits of water quality monitoring
from having real time results. Readers are referred to the attached
link to see an outstanding u-Tube video on this project …Tom
should be nominated for a Logie for his acting skills.
Next stop was to visit Don and Heath Salter and to hear about the
water quality benefits provided by their Hooded Sprayer plus to
visit their re-cycle pit.
We enjoyed lunch on Chris and Sonia Hesp’s front lawn prior to
receiving an informative presentation from Sonia on the laboratory
work she is currently undertaking and has undertaken in the past
for BBIFMAC. Chris then spoke about the pros and cons of their
overhead irrigator prior to everyone piling back onto the bus to see
the overhead irrigator in action.
Last stop was a visit to the Quagliata’s On-farm Wetland
demonstration site.
Time keeper Merv still had things running like clockwork and we
were back at the DPI 10 minutes before the scheduled tour end
time of 3:30pm.
Many thanks go to Terri Buono (DAFF), Carla Keefe (QSL) and
Kimberley Mallon (Women in Sugar Publicity officer) for their
efforts in organising this most enjoyable day and congratulations to
the Burdekin Women in Sugar for hosting another successful event.

4

Water Quality Discovery Tour

All women involved in the cane industry
should consider becoming a member of
Burdekin Women in Sugar … members
have access to informative training
sessions such as social media, WH&S
and first aid plus to the annual WIS
conference plus to various social
events. For just $5 per annum
membership is extremely good
value. The next meeting is set for 12th
February at the Canegrowers Building
Ayr. For more information check out
WIS on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
WomenInSugarBurdekin or contact
Debra Burden on 0417 709 435
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BBIFMAC ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
A good roll-up attended the BBIFMAC AGM which was held on Friday
29 November at the Burdekin PCYC.
Doug Sockhill was re-appointed as Chair and David Beneke was
appointed Deputy Chair.
Tom McShane provided an overview of the history of BBIFMAC
together with an overview of the many projects BBIFMAC is
currently managing and/or undertaking.
Guest Speakers included Evan Shannon (FARMACIST), Eileisha
Burton (BBIFMAC) and Gerry Mac Manus (BBIFMAC).
Evan presented the results of a recent project which was focused on
the efficiencies of re-cycle pits. A copy of this presentation can be
found here .
Eileisha provided an update on the “Adaptive management
Tom McShane, Debra Burden , Kevin Mann and Gerry Mac Manus
approach to water quality” project. Eileisha advised in the Burdekin
Irrigation area, over the past few years, extensive water quality monitoring has taken place both on-farms, through the three-year
BBIFMAC managed “Water Quality Pixel” project; and in-stream via several regional water quality monitoring programs conducted by
various agencies (TropWater, EHP, QDAFF). The missing link in this water quality monitoring is the connection between the farmer
management practices to the water quality in the drainage systems. As a result, this project aims to make the direct connection (paddock
to stream) by intensively monitoring in real time the runoff at the downstream end of the sub-catchment stream/drain, and tracking any
spikes in concentration of nutrients and pesticides, back to the farm and paddocks. The “offending” management practices can then be
quickly identified and modified or alternative practices discussed with the farmer. Although this project is nearing the end of its funding,
BBIFMAC are hopeful of the project being re-funded. This presentation included a 4 minute video of which Tom McShane was the lead
performer. Click here to see video.
Gerry gave an update on the Energy Efficiency project … Gerry is keen to hear from 200 growers who are interested in being part of the
Level 1 information gathering process. Growers will receive confidential feedback on their electricity usage which will allow them to
compare their usage to similar growers. This will indicate if the grower has energy efficient improvement opportunities. Gerry
encourages interested growers to contact him now on 0417 429 586 or gerry@bbifmac.org.au. The following is an overview of this
project: Burdekin irrigators faced with ever-increasing electricity bills will soon have the opportunity to access relevant information and
assistance to reduce their on-farm irrigation energy costs. BBIFMAC has been successful in obtaining $1.1M in Australian Government
funding through the Department of Resources, Energy and Tourism as part of the Energy Efficiency Information Grants Program. The
'Energy Efficiency Gains for Australian Irrigators' project will be implemented over the next two years. The objective of this program is to
empower farmers to make informed decisions about energy efficiency of their individual
enterprises and lookat options available for them to reduce their irrigation energy costs.
A holistic approach will be taken to achieve energy efficiency gains for Australian irrigators
using a multi-pronged approach. This will include: 1. Scrutiny of infrastructure to identify
options and opportunities for efficiency gains; 2. A review of water use and application
efficiencies using appropriate tools and technologies; and 3. A review of tariff options to best
suit a particular enterprise.
BBIFMAC’s contact details are: 07 4783 4344 or click here for a membership form http://
www.bbifmac.org.au/files/1713/7047/7465/MembershipApplicationForm_2012.pdf

Scan on your
smartphone to
download our
app

BBIFMAC welcomes new
members and provides
value for money with a
membership fee of
just $20 pa

Join us on
@BurdekinCANE
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WILMAR - BEST LARGE
EMPLOYER OF THE YEAR

WILMAR STAFF PROMOTIONS
Wilmar have announced the following staff prmotions:
Steve Postma has been promoted to the position of Burdekin Cane
Supply Manager, located at Pioneer Mill, effective 2 December
2013.
Peter Luke (currently Herbert Cane Supply Manager) will return to
the Burdekin to take on the role of Burdekin Transport Operations
Manager , located at Pioneer Mill, effective 15 January 2014.
We wish to extend our congratulations to Steve and Peter in their
new roles and we look forward to working together.

Jim Anderson (Wilmar) , Pete Townson (Wilmar and Director of Tec-NQ),
Tina Klekar (Wilmar), Mike McLeod (Wilmar),
Rosemary Menkens MP (Member for Burdekin) and Debra Burden
(Canegrowers Burdekin and Deputy Chair Tec-NQ)

Congratulations to Wilmar Sugar on winning the award for the best
“Large Employer of the Year” at the Tec-NQ inaugural Apprentice
of the year.
The inaugural Gala Awards night was held at Jupitors on Thursday
28th November.
Steve Postma (left)

Over 300 apprentices, parents, employers and local dignitaries
enjoyed the presentation from Key Note Speaker Mr Peter
Parr, General Manager of the NQ Cowboys.
Wilmar Apprentice, Lance Roberts was also successful in winning
the Apprentice of the Year Award for Diesel Fitting.
Rosemary Menkens MP , Member for Burdekin reminded parents
of students who have just completed year 12 that the Qld
Government is offering free Cert 3 training for selected courses
and providing training commences before 1 st July. Full details on
the “Cert 3 Guarantee” are available at
http://
www.training.qld.gov.au/information/investing-in-skills/
certificate3/index.html

Peter Luke

WILMAR CAPITAL PROJECTS
Wilmar Sugar will invest more than $145 million on capital and
maintenance projects across its eight sugar mills next year.
Capital projects underway in the Burdekin under way ahead of
2014 crushing season include:





Invicta - Boiler 3 economiser ($1.9 million)
Pioneer - Replace pans 7 & 8 ($2.8 million)
Kalamia - Replace 1,2 & 3 mud filters ($2.3 million)
Inkerman - upgrade HV switchboard ($2.1 million)

GREEN POOL WEEKLY
SUGAR REPORT
The Green Pool weekly sugar reports which were available to
growers via the grower web are now available through the
CANEGROWERS Burdekin website. To view the reports click here.
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SCHOLARSHIP FOR THE NEXT
GENERATION OF
AGRICULTURAL LEADERS

BARRATTA CATCHMENT
FIRE MANAGEMENT
29 interested persons attended the Barratta
Catchment Fire Management Strategy Launch hosted
by Wetlandcare Australia’s Senior Project Officer Merv
Pyott on Wednesday the 27th of November.

Rural Industries Research & Development Corporation is offering a
scholarship to first year university students studying a degree
related to agriculture.
The Horizon Scholarship supports undergraduates studying
agriculture at university by providing:





A bursary of $5,000 per year for the duration of their degree
Professional development workshops
Annual industry work placements that give students firsthand exposure to modern agricultural practices, and
Opportunities to network and gain knowledge at a range of
industry events.

For more information or to apply visit http://www.rirdc.gov.au/
research-programs/rural-people-issues/horizon-scholarship
The group representing a cross section of the community including,
Farmers, Landholders, Barratta Fire Wardens, Senior Rural Fire
Services staff , government and other interested parties listened to:

SAFETY UPDATE




Andrew Houley from Reefcatchments Mackay deliver a
comprehensive presentation addressing all aspects of the
strategy.
Gordon Yorke representing Townsville Regional Fire Services
advised the meeting around how Regional HQ were
prepared to support the strategy which may also be tailored
to suit other regions facing similar issues.

Following these formal presentations Merv Pyott facilitated an
open forum where many ideas and issues, were tabled for further
consideration. At this stage it was acknowledged that Sunwater
has always had a Fire Management Regime where mosaic burns are
planned each year.
Those present agreed that as the strategy was a work in progress a
further meeting would be called in February/ March to ensure the
strategy was aligned to community expectations where possible,
with the understanding that legal and landscape constraints would
not always allow every individuals wishes to be addressed. Judging
by the numbers attending and the robust nature of the discussions
it is apparent that the 10,000 hectare Barratta environmental zone
means many different things to the many different stakeholders in
our community.
One point that all involved were prepared to agree on is that the
Barratta Catchment Fire Management Strategy is long overdue.
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Retain Ravensdown In The Burdekin

Local farmers reaping the benefits of Ravensdown
Local farmer Owen Menkens is reaping the benefits of
Ravensdown Fertiliser, with their lower prices and
exceptional service.
As a member of Ravensdown, Owen also benefits with
member rebates at the end of each year.
As Ravensdown is farmer owned any excess profits are
distributed back to it’s members - they are dedicated at
getting the best prices for their members, not big profits.
If you don't require all your fertiliser at one time that has
been catered for too, fertiliser can be picked up one bag
at a time if its more suitable.
Becoming a member is easy, contact Mark Whitten,
your Ravensdown Account Manager today on
0437 748 856.
Owen Menkens

BPS VARIETY TRIAL
FIELD WALK
BPS have planned three variety demonstration trials across the
district on the 3 major soil groupings – sand, clay/loam and clay.
The varieties being compared at most of the sites are Q183, Q208,
Q240, Q247, Q252 and Q253. These are replicated strips 4 rows
wide down the full length of the paddock. The intent of these
trials is to understand better how the varieties perform in a
commercial situation across the region. Field walks are planned for
growers to see how the varieties are progressing at the sites below.
Thur 12th Dec Selkirk 10.00am
SISL – halfway along Comiskey Rd on right
Mon 16th Dec Jarvisfield 10am
Ryan Jones – turn right off Ruddy Rd about 700m before
McNeil Rd (look for flagging tape on power pole)
Mon 16th Dec Mona Park 2pm
L Dal Santo Corner of George Bundy and Brown Rd
Please come along to any of the walks and discuss the varieties
with BPS and Farmacist staff. If you have any questions, please call
Rob Milla 0490 036 329.

BARRATTA CREEK ADVISORY
Wayne Smith and representatives of the Building Biodiversity
Dividends for the Barratta Creek Catchment Advisory Group met on
the 27th of November to provide and share project progress
updates.
The group enjoyed presentations covering all aspects of the project
including :











Burdekin Shire Council : Pest Plant Control
Burdekin Productivity Services : Pest Animal Management
TropWater :
Water Quality Monitoring/electrofishing/
Constructed Wetland Update
Greening Australia : Revegetation Sites
Lower Burdekin Landcare : Provision of native plants/seed
collection
Pioneer Canegrowers : Project Support/Meeting rooms.
Wilmar : Project support/Pest Animal Trap Sites/Pest Data
Collection
Burdekin Canegrowers : Project Support/ Meeting rooms/
Fire strategy meetings
Gudjuda : Fire Training/Revegetation Site Maintenance
NQ Dry Tropics coastal unit : provided brief on recently
funded Burdekin wetland project

Group members agreed that all elements of the project were
progressing in line with milestone deadlines and environmental
improvements were becoming apparent within the Catchment.
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Smartcane Update From Gary Halliday
Smartcane BMP facilitator

Congratulations all round for Smartcane BMP launch
The Sugar Industry’s newest voluntary benchmarking program
“Smartcane BMP”, was formally launched today in Mackay by the
Queensland Government and CANEGROWERS with support from
the Australian Cane Farmers Association.
"Smartcane BMP has been built by sugarcane researchers, farmers
and industry, so it's focused on both profitability and
sustainability," CANEGROWERS Chairman Paul Schembri told
media today at the launch.
The government has agreed that as adoption targets for the new
Smartcane BMP program are met, burdensome regulation bought
in by its predecessor would be wound back. But what has farmers
really excited is that they have now built a system which really
works for them.
"We recognise Minister for Environment, Andrew Powell, for
supporting the best management practice approach. We also
acknowledge the support and steadfast contributions of Minister
for Agriculture John McVeigh in the best practice development
process," said Mr Schembri.
"Both Ministers made themselves accessible throughout the
project, such was their commitment to the industry driven
program," said Mr Schembri. The peak group says that the
decision to fund the project was respected by growers and industry
alike.
After the Newman government first came to power in 2012, one of
the first areas they set out to improve on was the onerous red tape
which was choking many small businesses in Queensland. For the
cane industry, that meant supporting the sector to build a best
management practice system which would work for the farmers’
bottom line, as well as show guardianship. "They knew that
working with cane growers, rather than forcing them to fill in a
mountain of paperwork, had the potential to be more effective
than regulation in protecting the Reef,” said Mr Schembri.
The government put the Smartcane BMP through its paces before
endorsing the program. "The modules underwent rigorous third
party scientific and technical assessment before being signed off by
the department, giving us further confidence that this was the
robust system which will assure our growers that they are doing
the right thing, assure our communities that our growers are doing
the right thing, and assure our international customers that
Australian sugar is doing the right thing," said Mr Schembri.
The Smartcane BMP addresses soil health and plant nutrition,
pests, disease, weed management and integrated water system
management in reef catchments. Additional modules in crop
production and harvest management, biodiversity, workplace
health and safety and farm business management are also offered
as part of the program.

At the recent CBL annual general meeting, CANEGROWERS Chairman Paul
Schembri congratulated Gary Halliday for his appointment as Smartcane
BMP Facilitator for the Burdekin region.

“The government’s financial support will help growers shift from
regulation to an industry-led system underpinned by profitability
and strong land stewardship,” said Mr Schembri.
The sugarcane industry says the Smartcane BMP will provide a
watertight assurance to the community that the Australian
sugarcane industry is leading the world in environmentally
sustainable farming.
“This is a system which will underpin Australians taking pride in
their farmers on a global scale,” said Paul Schembri. "To achieve
this, the sugar industry must get involved. This is our system and
we are calling on every grower to back this and make it work."
Smartcane BMP is a free online self-assessment program where
growers can benchmark their farming practices against an industry
standard. Facilitators are available across all districts to assist with
this function.
Burdekin smartcane facilitator Gary Halliday said “Growers have
the option to attend group workshops to complete one or all of the
seven modules available under the program or they can complete
each module at home without assistance”.
“I have six laptops available at the project and training centre for
growers to work through the modules in group sessions,” he said.
Group sessions are planned weekly and bookings are now open to
any cane farmers across the Burdekin region. For further
information and bookings please contact Gary Halliday on
4782 1922 or mobile 0 438 747 596.
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QSL UPDATE BY CARLA KEITH
AS AT 29 NOVEMBER 2013
While the harvest has finished in the majority of regions, our teams
at the terminals are still in full-swing managing the storage of sugar
and loading shipments. While most of this season’s sugar has been
received, we are waiting to receive the final tonnage of Harvest
Pool Production Buffer sugar with around 17,000 tonnes
remaining.
Please see below an update on each of our four value offerings as
well as the latest Market Update by our Treasurer Stephen Stone.
Remember you can keep up-to-date on the daily market activities
by subscribing to our daily market reports and daily indicative
prices by visiting www.qsl.com.au.

Marketing
QSL welcomed representatives from Japanese customers Mitsui
and Mitsubishi and their associated refineries to Queensland last
week.
The Queensland sugar industry has a valued and long-standing
relationship with Japan, with the first batch of raw sugar sold
almost 60 years ago in 1954 under the Queensland Sugar Board.
On purchase of this sugar, the Japanese quickly recognised the
quality of Australian raw sugar with further orders placed and since
1974 onwards annual shipments of sugar have been exported, and
the ties between the Queensland and Japanese sugar industries
have only strengthened.

Pricing
As you turn your mind to next year’s crop, it’s timely to start
considering how you want your sugar priced. In 2014, QSL will offer
the same range of pooling options as it did this year. We will be
conducting a road show prior the Pricing Declaration Date on 28
February 2014 and will bring you these dates shortly. In the
meantime, please see below a snapshot of the pools on offer to
millers. Please note that you will need to talk to your mill about the
pooling options they will offer next season as they may differ from
QSL’s pool offerings.
QSL Pools

Allocation to Pool (%)

Committed/

US Quota (ICE

Up to 5% (mandatory)

Committed

Harvest (ICE 11)

Minimum 35%
(mandatory)
Maximum 60% (no other
committed pool)
Maximum 60% (no other
committed pool)

Uncommitted

Discretionary
(ICE 11)
Actively
Managed (ICE

Committed
Committed

This year marked a milestone of 21 million tonnes of sugar
exchanged between Australia and Japan since 1974. This is an
important milestone to acknowledge and celebrate with our
Japanese customers. The visit provided an opportunity to reflect
on our long-term relationship, discuss consumer trends in Japan
and further reiterate the strong brand associated with Queensland
sugar. This strengthens the relationship and day-to-day business
dealings our marketing team has with these valued customers to
ensure Queensland continues to remain a prominent supplier of
export sugar to Japan.
The occasion was marked with an industry dinner with grower and
miller representatives, and a grower and mill visit to Far North
Queensland.
In other news, as you have likely seen in recent media coverage,
political tension between Indonesia and Australia has escalated.
The QSL marketing team remains in contact with customers and
Austrade to monitor the situation and any potential impacts on the
sugar industry. QSL is not currently expecting any negative impacts.
Financing

Guaranteed
Floor (ICE 11)
Growth Pool
(ICE 11)
2015 – 2 Season
Forward

Maximum 60% (no other
committed pool)
Maximum 60% (no other
committed pool)
Maximum 60% (no other
committed pool)

Committed

2016 – 3 Season
Forward

Maximum 60% (no other
committed pool)

Committed

Committed
Committed

OTHER
QSL Shared Pool: Captures revenues and costs, which are shared
Supplier Pricing Scheme: Supplier-managed pricing of sugar,
which is administered by QSL
In terms of how the QSL-managed pools are tracking, growers can
monitor their performance via the Price Pool Matrices, published
on our website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated
regularly and is all about giving growers a sense of how the QSL
managed pools are performing over the current season.

QSL borrows funds from banks to operate the Advances Payment
Program which allows the local sugar cane industry to maintain
cash flows prior to the physical sale and delivery of raw sugar. The
initial advance rates are set at the beginning of the season and are
reviewed by our board every month. At the November board
meeting, the QSL board increased the percentage rates for
January, February and March to 77.5% (from 72.5%), 80% (from
75%) and 82.5% (from 80%) respectively, following a noted
weakening in the overall ICE 11 market.
As Cathy and I travel around our regions it is clear that managing
cash flow is a significant concern of many growers and that some
would appreciate greater flexibility around how and when their
advances are paid. Although we believe our current system meets
most of our members’ needs, we acknowledge there may also be
an opportunity to investigate how we may be able to modify the
Advances Program to better suit the changing needs of our grower
members. Our finance team will look into this and we will keep you
informed of any changes.
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PRICING INFORMATION
2013 Season Advances & Payments
as at 1 November 2013
% estimated
return

$/tonne IPS
Initial *
22 August 13*
26 September 13*
24 October 13*
21 November 13*
19 December 13
23 January 14
20 February 14
20 March 14
24 April 14
22 May 14
26 June 14
Final Payment

$219
$235
$256
$262
$275
$285
$313
$323
$333
$343
$363
$383
$404

77.5%
80.0%
82.5%
85.0%
90.0%
95.0%
100%

* paid
+ scheduled

The Advance Program is a guide only. CANEGROWERS Burdekin takes no
responsibility for its accuracy. It only applies to growers who did not forward
price for 2013 (the default method). Growers who have forward priced for 2013
will be paid the same percentage of their final expected proceeds. For individual
advance rates check your grower forecast on the Wilmar website.

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices
as at 4 December 2013
Gross
$395
$431
$463
$484

2013 Season
2014 Season
2015 Season
2016 Season

Net
$371
$407
$439
$460

Estimated QSL Pool Prices
As at 15 November 2013
$/Tonne IPS GROSS
QSL Harvest Pool

$393

QSL Discretionary Pool

$396

QSL Actively Managed Pool

$409

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool

$391

QSL US Quota Pool

$472

QSL 2013 Season Forward Pool

$428

QSL 2014 Season Forward Pool

$415

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices published
on the QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated regularly and
provides a sense of how the QSL-managed pools are performing over the current
season.
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DATES TO REMEMBER
BPS Variety Field Walks
Thursday, 12 December

CANEGROWERS WEATHER
UPDATE
The forecast for Giru is represented below.

10.00am
SISL

Monday, 16 December
10.00am
Ryan Jones
2.00pm
L Dal Santo
(see article on page 7)

Friday, 13 December
Horan & Bird Solar Panel Presentation & BBQ
12.00pm
CANEGROWERS Hall, Home Hill

Friday, 13 December
End of Harvest Golf Classic
Ayr Golf Course
Ambrose Teams of 6
$16 per person

CLASSIFIEDS

FARM HAND WANTED
Casual farm hand wanted
Up River, Home Hill area
Ph: 0427 827 114

FOR SALE
If you wish to place a classified, email
bdk@canegrowers.com.au
Members advertise for free

TS 100 New Holland 4WD Tractor with aircon and
creeper gear
1 X 20 Foot Sea Container, very good condition
1 X 20 Litre Silvan poly diesel ute pack 12 volt
Ph: 0438 416 037
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MARKET OVERVIEW
BY QSL TREASURER
STEPHEN STONE

CONTACT DETAILS
HEAD OFFICE
141 Young Street, Ayr
Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm
Fri: 9am - 3pm

4790 3600
bdk@canegrowers.com.au

Debra Burden

Regional Manager

0417 709 435
4790 3603

Wayne Smith

Manager: Member Services

0428 834 802
4790 3604

Michelle Andrews

Manager: Finance & Admin

4790 3602

Tiffany Palmer

Payroll & Administration

4790 3601

Martine Bengoa

Insurance Consultant

4790 3605

PROJECT & TRAINING CENTRE
68 Tenth Street, Home Hill
Office Open By Appointment
Gary Halliday

Cane BMP Project Officer

4782 1922
0438 747 596

Email address: firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au
DIRECTORS

AS AT 29 NOVEMBER 2013
Raw Sugar
As the Australian cane crush wraps up for the season, positive
market news would be in order however sugar markets are
certainly not cooperating at present.
Sugar futures completed a 10 day losing streak last Friday, with the
front contract now trading under 17.50 c/lb. This represents a
15percent fall from prices seen after the fire in Santos Brazil.
As we have stated before, many analysts tend to put a story around
a price move after the fact. A simple analysis may conclude it was
largely market speculators that drove prices up and then drove
prices down again. Very little has changed in terms of physical
sugar news. Further, currency market volatility is also a primary
driver more recently, falling in tandem with sugar prices.

Phil Marano
Chair

marano@bigpond.com

0404 004 371

That being said, there does remain a number of bearish market
factors in play:

David Lando
Deputy Chair

david@landoandsons.com.au

0417 770 345



Weak physical demand and refining premiums; a reminder of a
sugar surplus still in play

Russell Jordan

jorfar@exemail.com.au

0427 768 479

Owen Menkens

owen_menkens@hotmail.com

0409 480 179



Steven Pilla

mpbella@bigpond.com.au

0417 071 861

India has now commenced shipping this season’s crush,
production forecasts look optimistic, as they do in Thailand.
Brazil has finished the season on a stronger note

Roger Piva

rogerdpiva@gmail.com

0429 483 815

Sib Torrisi

sibbyt58@bigpond.com

0429 827 196

Arthur Woods

artywoods1@bigpond.com

0415 961 945

No change in petrol policy in Brazil last week, as hoped, so no good
news on the ethanol front.
Weighing up all variables however we continue to see sugar prices
strengthening next season as global balances tighten. As we
transition to a more balanced market there will be periods of price
volatility, which unfortunately includes price weakness.

Disclaimer

Higher sugar prices remain on the radar a little later into 2014.
In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our” means
CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our directors, officers, agents and
employees. This newsletter has been compiled in good faith by CBL .
Although we do our very best to present information that is correct and
accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or representations about the
suitability, reliability, currency or accuracy of the information we present in
this newsletter, for any purposes.
Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be excluded, we
accept no responsibility for any loss, damage, cost or expense incurred by
you as a result of the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information
appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole responsibility and
risk associated with the use and results of the information appearing in this
newsletter, and you agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage
whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of, or in connection
with the use of this newsletter. We recommend that you contact CBL
before acting on any information provided in this newsletter.

Australian dollar
The Australian dollar has been kinder to the farming sector, with
renewed weakness taking the currency back under the US91.50
cent level after trading as high as US98 cents recently.
The main driver has been a resumption in broad US dollar strength,
as market participants attempt to grasp when US economic activity
will support higher interest rates. The Australian dollar remains
vulnerable, as investors queue to embrace a stronger US economy.
The Australian Reserve Bank has been quick to capitalise on recent
currency moves with numerous comments supporting further falls
in the Australian dollar.
We remain confident currency moves will be a supportive factor
for our canefarmers into 2014 and beyond.
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National Farmers’
Federation
Federation—
—Update
Carbon Tax Repeal Bills Senate Inquiry
This week, the NFF appeared before the Senate Inquiry into
the repeal of the Carbon Tax. There was interest from the
Senators into whether the NFF has been engaged by the
Government in the detail of the implementation of the
Direction Action Plan, and whether the NFF had undertaken
further analysis of the impact of the carbon tax – and the
delay in repeal – has had on the sector.

DAFF Weekly Australian Climate, Water and Agricultural
Update:
 In the coming week, significant rainfall is forecast along
the coastal top end and adjacent inland areas. Rainfall is
also forecast for coastal NSW, Southern QLD and south
west Tasmania
 The Bureau of Meteorology’s latest seasonal outlook
suggests a higher than average chance of hotter and drier
conditions during December 2013 – February 2014 period
for north-eastern Australia.
 Water storage levels in the Murray-Darling Basin
decreased by 331 gigalitres this week and remain at 78 per
cent of total capacity.
 The week ending 26 November, the world wheat
indicator price averaged US$314 per tonne and the world
canola indicator price averaged US$517 per tonne.
Saleyard lamb prices fell in most states in the week ending
22 November. The largest fall occurred in NSW, where the
indicator price fell by 4 per cent.
For the full report, please see here.
Innovation
The NFF will be attending an Innovation “Open House and
Forum” and dinner hosted by Shell Australia. The Forum will
bring together leading minds from industry, government,
academia, media and the science community to debate the
need for collaboration and partnership. Asking the question what opportunities exist for Australia to be a world leader in
innovation?

Emissions Reduction Fund (ERF)
The NFF met with representatives of the Department for the
Environment (Climate Change Division) to discuss the ERF,
how to facilitate the development of methodologies and
other barriers to adoption by agriculture of emissions
sequestration and mitigation activities.

6% discount for
CANEGROWERS members
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WTO Ministers must take action – eliminate export subsidies
MEDIA RELEASE
Export subsidies must be eliminated says the Global Sugar Alliance which brings together 85% of the world cane sugar
exports.
The Global Sugar Alliance met in London this week, where they urged WTO Ministers to set aside their differences and get
the World Trade Organisation (WTO) negotiations back on track. Ridding the world of export subsidies is a priority.
The EU continues to produce and export surplus sugar despite clear evidence of the negative impact to world market prices
of export subsidies.
Recent changes to the US re-export and exchange program are providing export subsidies to help clear surplus sugar from the
US market in support of high internal prices.
”The world’s richest economies each administer sugar policies that encourage surplus production,” says Mr Greg Beashel,
Chairman of the Global Sugar Alliance, and Chief Executive of Queensland Sugar Limited (QSL).
“This subsidised sugar flowing onto the world market is distorting trade flows and reducing world prices.
“Out dated trade rules, relics of the past, have no place in the modern world.”
Mr Beashel says the inconsistencies in the trade policies adopted by the US and EU are clear. Restricting access to these
markets for sugar is unlikely to convince others to open their markets to the wider US and EU export portfolio of agricultural
and industrial goods and services.
“Now more than ever the leadership of the US and EU is needed,” he says. “The Bali WTO Ministerial meeting provides
opportunity for this to occur.”
“Opening markets will deliver food security and ensure consumers around the world have access to competitively priced
food.”
Global Sugar Alliance members welcome the appointment of Mr Roberto Azevêdo as the WTO’s sixth Director-General. “His
fresh approach will provide the renewed enthusiasm and generate the action required to open markets, create jobs, raise
living standards and increase incomes.”
“Members reaffirm their commitment to the WTO and will work to achieve improved trade opportunities so that consumers
– wherever they are in the world– can access the most competitively produced sugar and ethanol.”
Global Sugar Alliance members offer their full support to Mr José Orive’s candidacy for appointment as the incoming
Executive Director of the International Sugar Organization.

How you can help us
help you
Please supply to Debra
details of your Profit and
Loss reports for the past 5
years to help show the
government the impact of
electricity price increase and
the local council the impact
of the increase of general
rates.
All
information
remains
confidential, all identifying details
will be removed from documents.
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