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The Queensland Competition Authority (QCA) has announced their 
draft recommendations for price increases for Tariffs 62, 65 and 66 
to take effect from 1st July 2014.   

If you are not sitting down …you may want to sit before you read the 
next line …  the QCAs  recommendation is a further 16.3% increase. 
This is built up on the underlying cost increase of 14% with a 25% 
deliberate price escalation.  

This 16.3% increase comes on top of a 10% increase that took effect 
on 1st July 2013….meaning cane farmers are facing more than a 26% 
increase in electricity charges in just two years. Retail electricity 
prices have doubled in the last five years.  

Growers will be aware that it was only due to the efforts of 
CANEGROWERS that the QCAs last recommendation of a 20% 
increase was not implemented.  It was only after intensive lobbying 
that the Government overrode the QCAs recommendation and 
capped the 2013/2014 increase to 10%. 

The QCA have factored in what the price recommendation would be 
if the Carbon Tax is removed ….if the Carbon Tax is removed the 
price increase for the coming year will reduce from 16.3% to 4% - 
however, the QCA will set a floor so the price increases cannot be 
below 10%. 

But it gets worse …the QCA have made clear in their Draft 
Determination  (click here to view report)  that all Transitional 
Tariffs* (Tariffs 62,65 & 66 inclusive) are below the cost reflective 
rate. The QCA says that all Transitional Tariffs are subsidised by 
about $110 million  per year.  
 
In the Draft Determination, the QCA indicates that the price of 
electricity could increase by 70% between 1st July 2013 and 30th 
June 2020. The graph from the QCA Draft Determination has been included above. If this is true, the cane industry in the Burdekin could 
be facing a complete wipe out. 

CANEGROWERS has called on the government for a price freeze standstill on underlying regulated electricity prices for irrigation use in 
2014-15, and will be working closely with the government in pursuit of this objective. Containing electricity price increases remains a high 
priority area for CANEGROWERS. 

To survive ….we must fight together  … now is the time for all Burdekin  cane farmers to unite.  

* The reference to transition period relates to the fact that last year the QCA had recommended that Tariffs 62, 65 & 66 be made obsolete from 1st July 2013 …but thanks to 

the work of CANEGROWERS it was agreed that these tariffs would have a 7 year transition period.  This transition period ends on 30th June 2020. 

One option to decrease your electricity costs is 

solar panels.  Come to the meeting and BBQ at the 

CANEGROWERS Hall, 68 Tenth Street, Home Hill 

tomorrow Friday 13th December at 12 noon to find 

out more. 

IF YOUR ELECTRICITY BILL IS GIVING YOU A SHOCK NOW … 
 BE PREPARED TO BE ELECTROCUTED NEXT YEAR  

http://canegrowersburdekin.files.wordpress.com/2013/12/qcas-draft-decision-on-electricity-prices.pdf
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Nestle and Proforest 
 CANEGROWERS recently met with Nestle and Proforest 

to understand what the Australian standards are for 
milling, farming and harvesting. 

 Proforest and Nestle will want to understand what the 
Australian sugar industry is doing from a sustainability 
point of view to improve both the land and environment. 

 Nestle discussed their responsible sourcing guidelines 

(RSG) and Supplier Code for sugar. CANEGROWERS 
presented the Smartcane BMP. 

 The Nestlé Supplier Code specifies minimum standards 
that Nestlé requires its suppliers, agents, subcontractors 
and their employees to respect and adhere to. The code 
includes business integrity, sustainable operating and 
agricultural practices, labour standards, safety, health and 
environmental practices. 

 Nestle considered the Smartcane BMP a good program 
and are interested to see how it progresses. 

Rural Industry Safety Committee  
 The Zero Harm at Work Leadership program to target 

participation by the agriculture and transport industries will 
commence next year.  Under recent safety legislation 
review the following requirement is in place: from 1 January 
2014 business operators must have in place an effective 
communication system with remote or isolated 
workers.  Working alone is regarded as remote or isolated 
work. 

 The following requirements have been deferred to 1 

January 2015: audiometric testing, asbestos health 
monitoring, protective structures on earthmoving equipment 
and the introduction of the 5-year licence for registration of 
certain plant for high risk work.   

 A Work Cover review has seen changes introduced to 
Queensland’s workers compensation scheme.   These 
changes include the introduction of a threshold for common 
law claims.  Whole person impairment now must be greater 
than 5% for common law claims.  Employment must be the 
‘major contributing factor’ for psychological 
claims.  Employers can seek pre-employment disclosures 
from workers (claims history and medical history - 
conditions apply) and obtain their claims history from the 
regulator (conditions and application fee apply).  The 
definition of ‘worker’ is as per ATO rules for 
PAYG.  Principal contractors will need to be more diligent 
when checking their subcontractors insurance policies or 
else risk having to carry the liability themselves. 

CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the fight  
on all issues affecting cane farmers businesses 

Below is a summary of just some of the actions undertaken by your CANEGROWERS Queensland in the past week to help you and the 

cane industry.   Current as at 10 December 2013 

Trans Pacific Partnership 
 Trade talks now shift to TPP negotiations in Singapore this 

week.   

 CANEGROWERS is committed to seeing commercially 
meaningful outcomes for raw sugar in the TPP and has 
had an active presence at TPP negotiating rounds from 
the outset.  Warren Males will continue CANEGROWERS 
presence at these important meetings as we continue 
efforts for the full inclusion of sugar in the regional trade 
agreement and improved access to the US market. 

EHP Forum 
 CANEGROWERS attended an Environment Heritage and 

Protection departmental forum where priorities for 2014 
were outlined by Minister Andrew Powell and new Director
-General Jon Black.  These priorities include the intent to 
establish a 'one-stop-shop' for environmental approvals 
and development of a single environmental offsets 
policy.  The Minister was full of praise of 
CANEGROWERS launch of Smartcane BMP in Mackay to 
forum attendees. 

QFF Council Meeting 
 Canegrowers Senior Vice Chair Allan Dingle and Chief 

Operating Officer Ron Mullins attended the QFF meeting 
where exorbitant increases to the Fire Services Levy, 
electricity pricing, Zero Harm at Work Leadership Program 
and the Queensland Agricultural Training Partnership were 
discussed.  Issues of significance for QFF for the next three 
months include: 

 Fire Services Levy. 

 Electricity and energy policy. 

 Consumer advocacy research proposal. 

 Implementation of Ergon Energy initiatives. 

 State consumer advocacy panel. 

 Regional planning and legislative amendments. 

 Disaster resilience and planning in agricultural industries. 

 Local Management committees finalise their due diligence 

plans for transfer of Sunwater distribution schemes – by 
March 2013. 

World Trade Organisation 
 With the WTO ministerial meeting unlikely to deliver 

improvements in market access, there is intense trade 
negotiating activity surrounding the Korea FTA and TPP.  

 Warren Males head of Economics for CANEGROWERS 
was on the ground in Bali and has met Minister Robb and 
Australia’s lead trade negotiators.  He has been actively 
engaged with the Australian agricultural delegation led by 
NFF in meetings associated with the WTO ministerial and 
the conclusion of the Korea FTA. 

Seasonal Workers Program 
 The Federal Department of Employment is seeking support 

for the Seasonal Worker Program from the sugarcane 
industry in 2014.  The department is keen for the sugarcane 
industry to participate during the initial 3-year trial of the 
program.   
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SUNWATER ANNUAL PERFORMANCE REPORTS FOR 
BURDEKIN HAUGHTON SCHEME 

SunWater is required to prepare annual plans (Network Service Plans) to keep customers informed about scheme costs and revenue 
performance (included to assist the LMA process) as part of the implementation of irrigation prices for the five year period ending 2016-
17.  

 SunWater has  released their annual Performance Reports for the Burdekin Haughton Scheme for 2013 to show how they performed 
against targets for the year just completed set by the QCA.  These performance reports include: 

 

 SunWater Burdekin Progress Report against the QCA Pricing recommendations as at Oct 2013  

 SunWater Burdekin Haughton Distribution Performance Report for 2013 

 SunWater Burdekin Bulk Performance Report for 2103 

 SunWater Burdekin Annual Network Service Plan Distribution Report for 2013 

 SunWater Burdekin Annual Network Service Plan Bulk Report for 2013  
 
The reports for 2013 indicate that the distribution scheme irrigation water deliveries were 15% below the QCA assumed usage for 
irrigation water; revenues included a Community Service Obligation or CSO amount of $3,645,000 and operating expenditures were 105% 
of the $14,508,000 target. 
 
SunWater intends to release these reports each year in October in preparation for the release of annual network service plans in the first 
quarter of the following year. 
 
The Burdekin Haughton Scheme is currently undergoing an investigation by an interim board into the viability of the scheme being able to 
operate under local management rather than SunWater. 
 
The time frame for the interim board to present a business proposal to the Minister has recently been extended from November to 
March 2014. 
 
The latest newsletter issued by the interim board that is conducting the investigation is available by clicking on this link. 

BURDEKIN RIVER 
IRRIGATION AREA 

IRRIGATORS 
COMMITTEE AGM 

 
All irrigators are encouraged to attend next 
week’s AGM (see important dates section). 
 
The Committee are keen to maximise attendance 
at the annual general meeting as they are seeking 
direction from irrigators on a range of issues 
pertaining to the local management investigation. 

http://canegrowersburdekin.files.wordpress.com/2013/12/sunwater-qca-pricing-practices-recommendations-october-2013-progress-report-2013.pdf
http://canegrowersburdekin.files.wordpress.com/2013/12/sunwater-burdekin-distribution-2013-performance-report.pdf
http://canegrowersburdekin.files.wordpress.com/2013/12/sunwater-burdekin-bulk-2013-performance-report.pdf
http://canegrowersburdekin.files.wordpress.com/2013/12/sunwater-annual-nsp-burdekin-distribution.pdf
http://canegrowersburdekin.files.wordpress.com/2013/12/sun-water-annual-nsp-burdekin-bulk.pdf
http://canegrowersburdekin.files.wordpress.com/2013/12/burdekin-interim-board-newsletter-november-2013.pdf
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RAINFALL CHART 

MARKET REPORTS AVAILABLE 
FOR MEMBERS 

Exclusive to CANEGROWERS members a free market information 
service is available. 
 
This service includes: 

 A specially commissioned fortnightly CANEGROWERS Market 
Report prepared for CANEGROWERS by Czarnikow Ltd. 

 The daily sugar and currency market analysis In the Raw, 
prepared by Warren Males. 

 The LMC quarterly Sugar Price Forecasting Service. 
 
For more information and to subscribe to the service click here. 

The Green Pool weekly sugar reports which were available to 

growers via the grower web are now available through the 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin website.  To view the reports click here. 

GREEN POOL WEEKLY 
SUGAR REPORT 

This week in the final edition of the Australian Canegrower for the 
year, members and subscribers would have received a pocket 
diary, wall calendar and rainfall chart. 
 
Additional pocket diaries are not yet available from the office; 
additional rainfall charts can be downloaded and printed here. 

Workplace Health and Safety Queensland is investigating a fatal incident that occurred on 29 November 2013 at a sugar mill in Isis, near 
Bundaberg, where a worker was killed after falling from a truck. 
 
The worker was loading molasses when it appears he stepped back and fell approximately three metres. 
 
Could this happen anywhere your employees are working? 
 
This alert is a reminder for you and your organisation to consider the effectiveness of your safety management systems in preventing an 
incident like this from occurring at a workplace. 
 
For information on workplace health and safety visit the Workplace Health and Safety Queensland website at www.worksafe.qld.gov.au. 

2014 WISA CONFERENCE 

Following the successful Women In Sugar Australia (WISA) Confer-

ence held last year in the Burdekin, the Women In Sugar Bunda-

berg are well underway planning the conference for 2014. 

The conference is to be held in the Bundaberg region on the 11th & 

12th March next year.  More information and registration will be 

available in January 2014 and we will keep you up to date. 

WEATHER THE STORM 

The National Rural Women’s Coalition (NRWC)  has produced an 
award winning  Weather The Storm Kit that has been prepared to 
support women to prepare for disasters and emergencies. 

The kit consists of three manuals which can be downloaded.  For 
more information on this kit and to download the manuals click 
here.  

http://www.canegrowers.com.au/page/Industry_Centre/grower-centre/Finance_tools/Forecasting_service_for_members/
http://canegrowersburdekin.com.au/crush-data/green-pool-sugar-reports/
http://canegrowersburdekin.files.wordpress.com/2013/12/rainfall-chart-2014.pdf
http://www.vision6.com.au/ch/15149/2dvf7b6/1242925/5f7c48468.html
http://www.nrwc.com.au/
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SAFETY UPDATE 
Heat Stress in Queensland’s Summer      

Working in the sun, especially on Queensland farms, for a long 

period of time without adequate breaks, shade or water can 

mean workers face serious dehydration and are at risk of heat 

stress or even death. The consequences of heat stress include a 

reduction in safety and productivity due to impaired 

concentration, muscle fatigue and heat illness. Maintaining 

adequate hydration is one of the most important strategies to 

counteract the effects of heat stress. 

During prolonged work in the heat, our body can sweat up to 

one litre an hour. Unless this fluid is replaced by drinking, 

progressive hydration will result. 

Thirst may not trigger drinking until fluid that is equal to one or 

two percent of body weight has been lost- at which level, 

workers are at an increased risk of developing heat related 

illness. Food must be consumed at meal breaks in order to 

replace electrolytes and maintain energy. 

Ways to maintain adequate hydration: 

 Start work in a well hydrated state and maintain this with 

regular drinking to keep pace with sweat losses. To 

improve hydration a conscious effort needs to be made 

to drink fluids at a faster rate than they are being lost 

through sweating and other means. 

 Workers exposed to heat stress need to drink between 

600 millilitres and one litre of water per hour in summer. 

 Manual task workers: approximately one litre per hour of 

plain cool water (supplemented by frequent meal 

breaks) and machinery operators 600 millilitres per hour 

of water. 

 Drink 150 – 250 millilitres of cool fluids every 15 minutes, 

rather than consume a single one litre drink every now 

and again. 

 Avoid caffeinated drinks. 

 Increase your intake of fluids if your urine is dark (the 

normal colour should be pale yellow). 

 If you suffer dehydration, do not recommence work until 

you are fully rehydrated. 

Workplace Health and Safety Queensland have resources 

available which provide valuable information on this topic 

including prevention and control measures. 

Please visit http:/www.deir.qld.gov.au/workplace/hazards/

dangers/heat-stress/index.htm for more information. 

Information in this article has been sourced from this website.  

NEWS FROM THE 
CANEGROWERS BURDEKIN 

BOARDROOM 

Your Board held their last meeting for the year on Tuesday of this 
week. 

Ravensdown was the main topic of the meeting with Bruce Keenan 
(Ravensdown Sales and Business  Development Manager)  and 
Mark Whitten as guest presenters.  The main points discussed 
included: 
 
1. The results of the recent Ravensdown survey will be out 

early next year 
2. The need to hit a total state wide tonnage of 100,000 was 

discussed at length.  It was noted the current tonnage 
supplied was 70,000 

3. How Ravensdown can work with CBL to achieve the target 
tonnage needed for our region for the 2014 year …this 
target is 12,000 tonnes which is a 40% increase on the 2013 
tonnage supplied 

4. The benefit of Ravensdown appointing Mark as our region’s 
Account Manager  and how we can continue to work with 
Mark to grow the tonnage 

5. The wonderful service that has been provided to Burdekin 
growers by Paul Cullen   

6. The fact that liquid fertiliser is now available 
 
The Board reviewed how things went in regard to last 
month’s  AGM.  It was felt the meeting ran well and that the 
CANEGROWERS guest speakers, Paul Schembri and Brendan 
Stewart were very well received.  It was agreed the meeting would 
start earlier next year with the goal to have the formal meeting 
concluded by around 7:30pm and then be followed by a BBQ and 
some drinks.  The meeting would again be held in the second half of 
November. 
 
The usual monthly phone hook-up occurred to receive an update 
from Michael Klug in regard to the Sucrogen Dispute.   Impacted 
growers continue to receive weekly update on the dispute. 
 
An overview of the successful Women in Sugar Bus Tour was 
provided. 



 

 6 

R
e

ta
in

 R
a

v
e

n
s

d
o

w
n

 I
n

 T
h

e
 B

u
rd

e
k

in
 Over 350 cane farmers attended the Ravensdown Annual General meeting in Townsville last night. 

 

The crowd enjoyed presentations from Ravensdown’s new CEO Greg Campbell and from CANEGROWERS 

Chair,  Paul Schembri. 

 

While Ravensdown has been clear that Queensland is a growth market, not too far in growers memory was the 

debacle of 2008. It was the year that Queensland farmers, without necessary competitive forces keeping a lid 

on skyrocketing fertiliser prices, ended up paying astronomically more for their fertiliser than those in nearby 

States who had competing forces in local fertiliser supply. 

 

“We do not want to be hung out to dry like that again,” said Paul. Paul stressed “the need for sustainable 

competition was underscored again recently, when this year’s price deferential was $90 tonne in Rocky Point’ 

following RFA’s exit from that market. “ 

 

On the back of the successful target 10,000 program in the Mackay region, CANEGROWERS state-wide is 

launching a broader Target 100,000 program. 

 

The Target 100,000 program is about making sure Ravensdown remains a strong competitive force here in 

Queensland. CANEGROWERS is urging growers to show their support by wherever possible, significantly 

upping the quota they are sourcing from Ravensdown. 

 

The Target 100,000 initiative is seen by CANEGROWERS as every bit as important as bringing Ravensdown 

onto the eastern seaboard in the first place.   

 

According to Paul, it’s now up to growers to ensure they reach the tonnage to allow for more growth and further 

investment by Ravensdown in Queensland.  “This starts and ends with us,” he says. “It was growers who 

pleaded with CANEGROWERS to find a way to help put pressure on fertiliser prices when the situation was 

dire. CANEGROWERS actively sought out and heralded Ravensdown’s 

entry to the market. Now the ball’s back in our court: it’s up to every cane 

farmer to get on board and support this Target 100,000 program with their 

orders.” 

 

Canegrowers Burdekin Chair, Phil Marano  advised  “The individual target 

for the Burdekin for next year is 12,000 tonnes …which will be a 40% 

increase on the current years result.    It’s a big commitment, but we must 

make certain Ravensdown can remain in our market, to ensure competition 

is kept and growers are receiving the best deal possible.” 

Annual General Meeting 

http://www.ravensdown.co.nz/qld/documents/annual-report-2013.pdf


 

 7 

Annual General Meeting 
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Now while I’m not a farmer, I’ve been round Ag all my life 
I know the things you’re up against, the heart break and the strife 

It’s always been a tough game, no matter where you work 
Weather your growing cane in Tully or drafting sheep in Bourke 

 
If city people knew the truth, they’d be surely in a daze 

“You buy in full, you sell in bulk and you’re paying tax both ways!” 
If one things good then the others bad, and that’s just the way it goes 

But it seems no matter what you’re buying, you’ll be paying through the nose 
 

Now if prices rose with inputs you’d call it a fair race 
But as you’ll know in farming, that’s simply not the case 

And that’s why I wanted to share a yarn, it’s the reason why we’re here 
Although if you have forgotten, then you’re have’n too much beer 

 
Now for a moment, I wanna take you back  in time 

Back before this dinner, and back, before this rhyme 
But, if you’re thinking Whitlam, Thatcher or even JFK 

You’ve gone too far, so turn around and come-on back this way 
 

It was only 5 years ago, and I know that you’ll remember 
The cane was up and growing, but the profits they were slender 

Things were crook, times were tough, you had to stretch the funds 
But cutting back on fert, meant you might not grow the tonnes 

 
Then there were whispers on the headlands, “this seasons gonna hurt” 

“Mate, I got a bill of $1200 bucks, for a single tonne of fert!” 
“Crikey $1200 bucks a tonne! Surely they can’t charge that?” 

But they could, and they did, because it was competition that they lacked 
 

They pointed to world markets, for the price being so high 
But there was more than just one bloke, who thought that to be a lie 

“They had us over a barrel, we were well and truly stuck” 
“All we could do was grin and bear it, because they didn’t give a”…..thought for Qld growers 

 
“You gotta make hay while the sun shines”, people heard them make their case 

And it was clear that farmers and their families, would come a distant second place 
Now with bills sky high and prices down, something surely had to give 

“We would need an intervention, for the industry to live” 
 

Then rumours came from the west, and they helped to shine some light 
“A co-operative approach”, they knew, “would help us fight the fight!” 

They were a kiwi bunch from across the ditch, Ravensdown was their name 
They formed over 30 years ago, for reasons quite the same 

 
Their model made sense, and it was easy to understand 

You see profits go back to growers, and you cut-out the middle man 
It seemed easy enough in theory, “we’d bring Ravensdown to cane!” 

But as always in practice, things weren’t quite the same 
 

Although, with hard work and support, we began to take a share 
While the others could just look on, and spit and curse and swear 

The journey hasn’t been easy, and the fight is far from won 
And just as the sun will rise tomorrow, there’ll be more challenges to come 

  
But we’ve stood our ground, we’re growing strong, the future’s looking sunny 

We’ll keep our business thriving, and we’ll keep you saving money 
Ladies and Gentleman tonight is for you, it’s your support that got us here 

So kick back and relax and let’s look forward to-next-year! 
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The Ravensdown Story 
By Mark Whitten 

Ravensdown Account Manager Mark Whitten entertained the crowd at the AGM with the following poem he penned.  



 

 9 

  Smartcane Update From Gary Halliday 

Smartcane BMP facilitator 

Smartcane BMP launched, now it’s your chance to get involved 
 

Now that the Smartcane BMP has been launched, it’s time for us to talk details and get started so you can do your bit to help industry 

convince government to ease back on regulation. 

 

My name is Gary Halliday and I’m your local facilitator. It’s my role to explain the process and help you draw up a plan to work through it. 

We can look at things like your soil, weed and pest issues, water and business management together. 

 

Along the way, you’ll probably save some money and boost your productivity as well. So think of it as gains in the short and long term for 

the investment of a bit of time now. 

 

Chances are, with what you’ve already been doing on your farm, you’re already a fair way down the track to meeting some of the key 

goals. 

 

I’m easy to catch on phone 4782 1922 and look forward to hearing from you soon. 

 
Become part of the Smartcane movement today! 

https://www.smartcane.com.au/home.aspx
http://canegrowersburdekin.files.wordpress.com/2013/08/sugarcane-bmp-grower-brochure.pdf
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PRICING INFORMATION 
2013 Season Advances & Payments 

as at 6 December 2013 

 

* paid 
 

The Advance Program is a guide only. CANEGROWERS Burdekin takes no 
responsibility for its accuracy.  It only applies to growers who did not forward 
price for 2013 (the default method).  Growers who have forward priced for 2013 
will be paid the same percentage of their final expected proceeds.  For individual 
advance rates check your grower forecast on the Wilmar website.  

 

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices 

as at 10 December  2013 

 
 

Estimated QSL Pool Prices 

As at 15 November 2013 

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices published 

on the QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated regularly and 

provides a sense of how the QSL-managed pools are performing over the current 

season.   

  
$/tonne IPS 

% estimated 

return 

Initial * $219   

22 August 13* $235   

26 September 13* $256   

24 October 13* $262   

21 November 13* $275   

19 December 13 $284   

23 January 14 $305 77.5% 

20 February 14 $315 80.0% 

20 March 14 $325 82.5% 

24 April 14 $335 85.0% 

22 May 14 $354 90.0% 

26 June 14 $374 95.0% 

Final Payment $394 100% 

  Gross Net 

2013 Season $390 $366 

2014 Season $426 $402 

2015 Season $464 $440 

2016 Season $485 $461 

 $/Tonne IPS GROSS 

QSL Harvest Pool $393 

QSL Discretionary Pool $396 

QSL Actively Managed Pool $409 

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool $391 

QSL US Quota Pool $472 

QSL 2013 Season Forward Pool $428 

QSL 2014 Season Forward Pool $415 
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Friday, 13 December 

Horan & Bird  Solar Panel 
Presentation & BBQ 

12.00pm 
CANEGROWERS Hall, Home 

Hill 

 
 

Monday, 16 December 
BPS Variety Field Walks 

10.00am 
Ryan Jones 

2.00pm 
L Dal Santo  

 

Friday 20 December -  
Friday 17 January 

Home Hill Office closure 
 
 
 

 

Friday, 13 December 
End of Harvest Golf Classic 

Ayr Golf Course 
Ambrose Teams of 6 

$16 per person 
 
 
 

Tuesday, 17 December 
BRIA AGM 

2.00pm 
Clare Club 

 
 
 

Wednesday 25 December - 
Wednesday 1 January 

Ayr Office Closure 
 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

The forecast for Home Hill is represented below. 

CANEGROWERS WEATHER 

UPDATE  

http://www.daff.gov.au/abares/conferences-events/outlook
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Disclaimer 
 
In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our” means 
CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our directors, officers, agents and 
employees. This newsletter has been compiled in good faith by CBL . 
Although we do our very best to present information that is correct and 
accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or representations about the 
suitability, reliability, currency or accuracy of the information we present in 
this newsletter, for any purposes. 
 
Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be excluded, we 
accept no responsibility for any loss, damage, cost or expense incurred by 
you as a result of the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information 
appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole responsibility and 
risk associated with the use and results of the information appearing in this 
newsletter, and you agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage 
whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of, or in connection 
with the use of this newsletter. We recommend that you contact CBL 
before acting on any information provided in this newsletter. 

CONTACT DETAILS 

HEAD OFFICE 
141 Young Street, Ayr 
Office Hours  Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm                                             4790 3600 
Fri:  9am - 3pm                                                         bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

Debra Burden Regional Manager 0417 709 435 
4790 3603 

Wayne Smith Manager: Member Services 0428 834 802 
4790 3604 

Michelle Andrews Manager: Finance & Admin 4790 3602 

Tiffany Palmer Payroll & Administration 4790 3601 

Martine Bengoa Insurance Consultant 4790 3605 

PROJECT & TRAINING CENTRE  
68 Tenth Street, Home Hill 
Office Open By Appointment 

 
 

4782 1922 

Gary Halliday Cane BMP Project Officer 0438 747 596 

Email address:  firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au 

DIRECTORS  

Phil Marano 
Chair 

marano@bigpond.com 0404 004 371 

David Lando 
Deputy Chair 

david@landoandsons.com.au 0417 770 345 

Russell Jordan jorfar@exemail.com.au 0427 768 479 

Owen Menkens owen_menkens@hotmail.com 0409 480 179 

Steven Pilla mpbella@bigpond.com.au 0417 071 861 

Roger Piva rogerdpiva@gmail.com 0429 483 815 

Sib Torrisi sibbyt58@bigpond.com 0429 827 196 

Arthur Woods artywoods1@bigpond.com 0415 961 945 

6% discount for 
CANEGROWERS members 

We wish to advise that the offices will be 

closed over the Christmas period 

 

Ayr Office  - Closed 25 December 

reopening 2 January 

 

Home Hill Office - Closed 20 

December reopening 20 January 



 

 13 

Queensland Farmers’ FederationQueensland Farmers’ FederationQueensland Farmers’ Federation———UpdateUpdateUpdate   
QFF COUNCIL MEETING 

THE QFF Council met last week for its final meeting of 2013 at 
the QFF office in Brisbane. The Council discussed a range of 
policy issues currently facing the State’s intensive agricultural 
industries and the strategic direction that QFF will take in 
advocating for farmers in relation to these challenges and 
opportunities. Issues discussed included regional planning, 
industry training, the fire services levy, disaster recovery, the 
Reef 2050 Plan and Reef trust, and the ongoing challenge of 
electricity prices. QFF thanks all our members and other 
industry partners for their support in 2013 and look forward to 
another productive year ahead in 2014. 

TERMS OF REFERENCE RELEASED FOR AG WHITE 

PAPER 

FEDERAL Minister for Agriculture, Barnaby Joyce, has released 
the terms of reference for a white paper that is looking to set 
policies to improve the profitability and productivity of Australia’s 
primary industries. The terms of reference have adopted a more 
focused and refined approach than the previous government’s 
National Food Plan, and are looking at:  

• food security in Australia and the world through the creation of 
a stronger and more competitive agriculture sector; 

• means of improving market returns at the farm gate, including 
through better drought management; 

• access to investment finance, farm debt levels and debt 
sustainability; 

• the competitiveness of the Australian agriculture sector and its 
relationship to food and fibre processing and related value 
chains , including achieving fair returns; 

• the contribution of agriculture to regional centres and 
communities, including ways to boost investment and jobs 
growth in the sector and associated regional areas; 

• the efficiency and competitiveness of inputs to the agriculture 
value chain — such as skills, training, education and human 
capital; research and development; and critical infrastructure; 

• the effectiveness of regulations affecting the agriculture sector, 
including the extent to which regulations promote or retard 
competition, investment and private sector-led growth; 

• opportunities for enhancing agricultural exports and new 
market access; and 

• the effectiveness and economic benefits of existing incentives 
for investment and jobs creation in the agriculture sector. 

QFF welcomes the creation of this white paper and looks 
forward to being involved in its development, and agree with the 
Statement from Minister Joyce that it is a unique “opportunity to 
examine the competitiveness of the nation’s agriculture 
industry”.   

30 YEAR ELECTRICITY SUPPLY STRATEGY 

QFF has made a submission on the Discussion Paper for the 
State Government’s 30 year electricity supply strategy. The 
strategy examines the challenges facing the electricity sector 
over the next five years and beyond and what the State 
Government is doing to address these challenges. QFF 
submitted that the priority for irrigation enterprises was coping 
with the implementation of regulated electricity tariffs within the 
seven year transition period set by the Queensland Competition 
Authority (QCA). QFF expects that implementation of tariff 
reform in rural areas will take substantially longer than seven 
years. However, QCA has already increased electricity prices to 
a point that they are impacting on the profitability of irrigated 
agricultural production. QFF calls for the implementation of an 
effective engagement program with the irrigation sector to 
address the implementation of electricity tariff reform.  Irrigation 
consumers need to be able to make more informed choices 
about the way they use electricity and QFF submitted that a 
local approach is needed to achieve effective engagement with 
irrigation customers. It is noted in the submission that QFF is 
encouraged with efforts led by Ergon to investigate demand and 
supply management issues with specific application in irrigation 
areas across the state.   

SUNWATER RELEASES PERFORMANCE REPORTS ON 

THEIR SCHEMES 

SUNWATER is required to prepare annual plans (Network 
Service Plans) to keep customers informed about scheme cost 
performance as part of the implementation of irrigation prices for 
the five year period ending 2016-17.  These prices were 
prepared by the Queensland Competition Authority (QCA).  To 
assist customers, SunWater has just released annual 
Performance Reports of each irrigation scheme for 2013 to 
show how they performed against targets for the year just 
completed set by the QCA.  These performance reports for each 
scheme can be accessed here.  SunWater intends to release 
these reports each year in October in preparation for the release 
of annual network service plans in the first quarter of the 
following year. 

100 QUEENSLAND ROADS NAMED FOR REVIEW 

THE State Government is reviewing the speed limits on 100 
Queensland roads, including the possibility of raising the speed 
limits on some important rural roads. It follows 3300 
submissions received by the Department of Transport on roads 
that should have their speed limits changed (either up, down, or 
with fewer speed limit changes). The speed limit reviews will be 
completed by mid 2014 and the results will be published on the 
Transport and Main Roads website when available. The list is 
available here.  

QFF ATTENDS INDUSTRY LEADERS’ BREAKFAST 
QFF President Joanne Grainger and CEO Dan Galligan last 
week attended an industry leaders’ breakfast held by the 
Gasfields Commission. QFF has established a strong 
partnership with the Commission since it was established, with a 
charter of engaging and building trust and understanding 
between landholders, rural communities and the onshore gas 
industry. The Commission is an independent body that oversees 
the onshore gas industry, the government, landholders and 
others. 

IRO FINAL DEBRIEF SESSION 

INDUSTRY recovery officers who have been assisting 
Queensland farmers with the recovery from the rain and 
flooding associated with ex-Cyclone Oswald are meeting as a 
group for the final time in Brisbane today (Monday). The session 
will analyse the successes of the programs and areas that could 
be improved upon, and more details will be available in next 
week’s Weekly Bulletin.  

http://agriculturalcompetitiveness.dpmc.gov.au/
http://www.sunwater.com.au/schemes/nsp/annual-nsp-and-performance-reports
http://www.tmr.qld.gov.au/speedlimitreview
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TERMS OF REFERENCE RELEASED FOR AG WHITE 

PAPER 

FEDERAL Minister for Agriculture, Barnaby Joyce, has released 
the terms of reference for a white paper that is looking to set 
policies to improve the profitability and productivity of Australia’s 
primary industries. The terms of reference have adopted a more 
focused and refined approach than the previous government’s 
National Food Plan, and are looking at:  

• food security in Australia and the world through the creation of 
a stronger and more competitive agriculture sector; 

• means of improving market returns at the farm gate, including 
through better drought management; 

• access to investment finance, farm debt levels and debt 
sustainability; 

• the competitiveness of the Australian agriculture sector and its 
relationship to food and fibre processing and related value 
chains , including achieving fair returns; 

• the contribution of agriculture to regional centres and 
communities, including ways to boost investment and jobs 
growth in the sector and associated regional areas; 

• the efficiency and competitiveness of inputs to the agriculture 
value chain — such as skills, training, education and human 
capital; research and development; and critical infrastructure; 

• the effectiveness of regulations affecting the agriculture sector, 
including the extent to which regulations promote or retard 
competition, investment and private sector-led growth; 

• opportunities for enhancing agricultural exports and new 
market access; and 

• the effectiveness and economic benefits of existing incentives 
for investment and jobs creation in the agriculture sector. 

QFF welcomes the creation of this white paper and looks 
forward to being involved in its development, and agree with the 
Statement from Minister Joyce that it is a unique “opportunity to 
examine the competitiveness of the nation’s agriculture 
industry”.   

SUNWATER RELEASES PERFORMANCE REPORTS ON 

THEIR SCHEMES 

SUNWATER is required to prepare annual plans (Network 
Service Plans) to keep customers informed about scheme cost 
performance as part of the implementation of irrigation prices for 
the five year period ending 2016-17.  These prices were 
prepared by the Queensland Competition Authority (QCA).  To 
assist customers, SunWater has just released annual 
Performance Reports of each irrigation scheme for 2013 to 
show how they performed against targets for the year just 
completed set by the QCA.  These performance reports for each 
scheme can be accessed here.  SunWater intends to release 
these reports each year in October in preparation for the release 
of annual network service plans in the first quarter of the 
following year. 

AUSTRALIAN SUGAR LAUNCHES WORLD-CLASS BEST 

PRACTICE PROGRAM 

A NEW program that sugarcane growers will voluntarily become 
part of to prove that they are world-class farmers, was formally 
launched by the Queensland Government and 
CANEGROWERS last. The Australian Cane Farmers 
Association, was also there supporting the launch. The 
government has agreed that as adoption targets of the new 
Smartcane BMP program are met, burdensome regulation 
bought in by its predecessor would be wound back. But what 
has farmers really excited is that they have now built a system 
which really works for them. 

"Smartcane BMP has been built by sugarcane researchers, 
farmers and industry, so it's focused on both profitability and 
sustainability," CANEGROWERS Chairman Paul Schembri said. 
He says that CANEGROWERS had received tremendous 
support from two Queensland Government Ministers throughout 
the project. "We recognise Minister for Environment, Andrew 
Powell, for supporting the best management practice approach. 
We also acknowledge the support and steadfast contributions of 
Minister for Agriculture John McVeigh in the best practice 
development process. Both Ministers made themselves 
accessible throughout the project, such was their commitment to 
the industry driven program." The peak group says that the 
decision to fund the project was respected by growers and 
industry. 

The government put the Smartcane BMP through its paces 
before endorsing the program. "The modules underwent 
rigorous third party scientific and technical assessment before 
being signed off by the department, giving us further confidence 
that this was the robust system which will assure our growers 
that they are doing the right thing, assure our communities that 
our growers are doing the right thing, and assure our 
international customers that Australian sugar is doing the right 
thing," said Mr Schembri. 

The Smartcane BMP addresses soil health and plant nutrition, 
pests, disease, weed management and integrated water system 
management in reef catchments. Additional modules in crop 
production and harvest management, biodiversity, workplace 
health and safety and farm business management are also 
offered as part of the program. 

30 YEAR ELECTRICITY SUPPLY STRATEGY 

QFF has made a submission on the Discussion Paper for the 
State Government’s 30 year electricity supply strategy. The 
strategy examines the challenges facing the electricity sector 
over the next five years and beyond and what the State 
Government is doing to address these challenges. QFF 
submitted that the priority for irrigation enterprises was coping 
with the implementation of regulated electricity tariffs within the 
seven year transition period set by the Queensland Competition 
Authority (QCA). QFF expects that implementation of tariff 
reform in rural areas will take substantially longer than seven 
years. However, QCA has already increased electricity prices to 
a point that they are impacting on the profitability of irrigated 
agricultural production. QFF calls for the implementation of an 
effective engagement program with the irrigation sector to 
address the implementation of electricity tariff reform.  Irrigation 
consumers need to be able to make more informed choices 
about the way they use electricity and QFF submitted that a 
local approach is needed to achieve effective engagement with 
irrigation customers. It is noted in the submission that QFF is 
encouraged with efforts led by Ergon to investigate demand and 
supply management issues with specific application in irrigation 
areas across the state.   

http://agriculturalcompetitiveness.dpmc.gov.au/
http://www.sunwater.com.au/schemes/nsp/annual-nsp-and-performance-reports
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Trade negotiations – Cairns Group, WTO, TPP 

This week, NFF President Brent Finlay, CEO Matt Linnegar 
and GM Policy Tony Mahar have travelled to Indonesia to 
chair the Cairns Group Farm Leaders meeting, held in 
parallel with the 9

th
 World Trade Organisation (WTO) 

Ministerial meeting. The meeting outcome – a joint 
agreement that agriculture must remain a central focus of all 
trade negotiations – was communicated back to the Cairns 
Group of Countries, via its co-chair Australian Minister for 
Trade, Andrew Robb, and Indonesian Trade Minister, Gita. 

Following the completion of the WTO Ministerial Council, Mr 
Finlay will then lead a delegation of Australian commodity 
representatives (including pork, grains, sugar, dairy, red 
meat and rice), to Singapore for the Trans Pacific 
Partnership (TPP) negotiations. For more, read our media 
release.  

Further Farm Finance announcements 

This week, Minister for Agriculture Barnaby Joyce 
announced that three additional jurisdictions, WA, NT and 
SA, had signed on to the Farm Finance package – joining 
existing signatories NSW, VIC and QLD. Farmers in these 
six states/territories will now be able to access concessional 
loans under the arrangement. 

The NFF welcomed the announcement and thanked the 
Minister his work. We have urged the government of the last 
remaining state – Tasmania – to also sign on, allowing 
farmers in TAS to access the funding. We have also urged 
the Government to speed up the process in ensuring funds 
are accessible to farmers – with some farmers in the 
approved states/territories still to receive funding, some eight 
months after the Farm Finance package was first 
announced. For more, read our release.  

Australia-Korea Free Trade Agreement 

The Prime Minister has today announced that Australia is set 
to sign a free trade agreement with Korea. The NFF has 
welcomed the announcement, recognising that while it does 
not provide everything the agricultural sector had advocated 
for, it does recognise ag as one of the nation’s export 
strengths and open opportunities for the sector in Korea.  

The deal is set to provide millions of dollars in export value to 
Australian farmers, including those in the red meat, grains, 
dairy, sugar, pork and horticulture sectors. Yet, while it is a 
major step forward in reducing tariffs for many agricultural 
products down to zero, the deal does not deliver this 
outcomes for all agricultural industries, most notably rice. For 
more, read our media release.  

National Farmers’ FederationNational Farmers’ FederationNational Farmers’ Federation———UpdateUpdateUpdate   

Review of Competition Policy 

The Prime Minister and the Minister for Small Business have 
overnight confirmed that the Coalition’s election promise of a 
root and branch review of competition policy and laws will 

take place . 

Blueprint Forum 

Next week, the NFF will host the second and final Blueprint 
forum for 2013, bringing together some 130 key decision 
makers and industry leaders to drive forward the Blueprint. 
The forum will follow the NFF’s Christmas drinks and 
Blueprint cocktail function, with 190 guests attending, 
including 15 MPs and Senators. 

RBA and Agribusiness Loan Monitor 

The Reserve Bank of Australia has this week left rates on 
hold at 2.5 percent for the third consecutive month. The NFF 
has released the latest Agribusiness Loan Monitor, which 
shows that all the banks have also left their rates on hold. 
For more, see the latest Monitor.  

Senate set to debate carbon tax repeal 

The House of Representatives has now passed the carbon 
tax repeal bills, and the bills are now in the Senate for 
debate – prompting a call from the NFF for the Senate to 
‘finish the job’. The NFF has been a vocal opponent of the 
carbon tax, due to the unnecessary costs it adds into 
Australian farm businesses. For more, read our media 
release.  

AgVet Chemicals work progresses as new Taskforce 

established 

Over the last few weeks, the NFF has been meeting with 
both the Department of Agriculture and Minister Joyce’s 
Office to seek further details on the agvet chemical election 
commitments and other work underway. 

The Department is looking at a number of different ways 
they can improve engagement with the farming sector 
(following poor engagement in recent years) and they have 
agreed that the new NFF AgVet Chemical Taskforce will be 
their main point of contact with the farming sector for their 
consultations. This is welcome news for the newly 
established NFF AgVet Chemical Taskforce and should 
provide further opportunity to focus government efforts on 
agvet chemical matters, following successful advocacy 
leading up to the election where the Coalition committed to 
contributing $8 million to help resolve minor use issues, 
remove mandatory re-registration and look at other areas 
where improvements can be made to the operation of 
APVMA. 

Regulation of Remotely Piloted Aircraft (Drones) 

This week, NFF Innovation Committee Chair, Hollie Baillieu 
and NFF staff met with the Civil Aviation Safety Authority 
(CASA) to discuss upcoming regulatory changes to the use 
of Remotely Piloted Aircraft. Some upcoming changes to 
reduce red tape for smaller drones, will include amendments 
like increasing the threshold for requiring a licence to operate 
from 600 grams to 2Kg. CASA have agreed to develop 
information material for the agriculture sector to specifically 
improve the sectors understanding of regulatory regimes 
governing the use of drones. For further information, please 
contact NFF Rural Affairs Manager, David McKeon 
(dmckeon@nff.org.au).  

http://www.nff.org.au/read/4330/agriculture-remains-key-priority-for-cairns.html
http://www.nff.org.au/read/4330/agriculture-remains-key-priority-for-cairns.html
http://www.nff.org.au/read/4332/farmers-welcome-latest-farm-finance-announcement.html
http://www.nff.org.au/read/4333/farmers-welcome-australia-korea-free-trade.html
http://www.nff.org.au/publications.html#cat_2119
http://www.nff.org.au/read/4327/senate-must-repeal-carbon-tax.html
http://www.nff.org.au/read/4327/senate-must-repeal-carbon-tax.html
mailto:dmckeon@nff.org.au
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MEDIA RELEASE 

5 December 2013 

  

Boost for sugar exports as Australia and Korea reach a sweet trade agreement 

  

Australia’s largest sugar export market, Korea, is set to sign a renewed trade agreement which will boost Australian sugar’s 

trade access with its important trading partner.  The Prime Minister announced today that as the Australia-Korea free trade 

negotiations concluded, sugar was listed amongst the commodities which will see tariffs eliminated; a decision worth millions 

of dollars to Australian farmers. 

  

The news has been applauded loudly by peak group CANEGROWERS which says the agreement will ensure that its $500 

million sugar trade with Korea will continue. Each year Australia exports a million tonnes of raw sugar to its Asian trading 

partner, and according to CANEGROWERS, the new agreement will not only boost the sugar trading relationship between the 

two countries, it will also put an enormous amount of pressure on global trading giants to step up and modernise their 

approach to world trade in the Trans Pacific Partnership (TPP) negotiations next week in Singapore. 

  

“CANEGROWERS welcomes the improved access for sugar and molasses,” says CANEGROWERS CEO, Brendan Stewart.  “It 

demonstrates that high quality free trade agreements, with full inclusion of sugar, can be achieved. 

  

“Leading into next week’s TPP trade discussions in Singapore, it is a very positive move and an important indication to our 

friends in Japan and the US that high quality trade agreements can and should include sugar. Exclusions are in no way 

acceptable in modern trade agreements.” 

  

CANEGROWERS congratulated Australia’s Trade Minister Andrew Robb and the DFAT trade negotiation team on concluding a 

high quality agreement just 11 weeks into the new government’s tenure. 

  

CANEGROWERS trade representative on the ground in Bali, Warren Males, said the Australian delegation led by the President 

of the National Farmers’ Federation, Mr Brent Finlay, was now gearing up for the next round of trade talks.  Mr Males will 

now head to Singapore where the TPP trade negotiations will be heating up on the back of today’s news.  

  

There had been a huge backlash against US and Japanese calls for sugar to be excluded from the TPP, and CANEGROWERS 

says that the 12 nations who are party to the TPP negotiations could stand to learn something from the progressive and 

modern approach to world trade demonstrated by Australia and Korea today. 

  

“The new Australia-Korea free trade agreement creates opportunity to build on the existing relationship between Australia 

and Korea for the sugar industry and for agriculture,” says Brendan Stewart. 

  

“The agreement is a signal that Australia is preparing to meet Asia’s growing demand for high quality agricultural products 
and a strong sign that the Australian government is looking to build on Australia’s economic strengths which includes 
agriculture.” 


