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CANEGROWERS Burdekin fighting to

reduce your costs
UPDATE ON
ELECTRICITY
BY REGIONAL MANAGER
DEBRA BURDEN

Over the past month, your Canegrowers
Burdekin has dedicated significant time and
resources in our attempts to gain a fair deal for
electricity prices for you.

SUGAR RESEARCH
AUSTRALIA IS OFFICIALLY
LAUNCHED
BY REGIONAL MANAGER DEBRA BURDEN

Sugar Research Australia was
officially launched as an industry
owned company in the Burdekin
on Monday with a low key
celebration at the newly rebranded SRA Brandon Research
Station.

CANEGROWERS Electricity Committee Meeting
The Electricity Committee met on 19th July. I
attended this meeting to represent CBL as Vince
Papale, who is our usual representative and
Chair of this Committee, was unable to attend.

L to R: SRA Director Mr Steve Guazzo, SRA PEC Manager Dr Andrew
Ward, Canegrowers Burdekin Debra Burden, Herbert River Canegrowers
Peter Sheedy, David Olsen and Marian Davies from SRA.

Members of the QCGO Electricity Working Committee

The key points from this meeting included:
An overview of the significant actions that Qld
CANEGROWERS and the various regional
Canegrowers companies have undertaken over
the past months.
Actions included the
development of an independent report by Bruce
Mountain from CME and an executive summary
of this report.
continues pages 3 - 4

Productivity, profitability and sustainability was the name of
the game as Dr Andrew Ward and SRA Director Mr Steve
Guazzo spoke to invited guests and SRA employees of the
beginning of an exciting new era for research, development
and extension within the Australian sugarcane industry.
Steve advised attendees that SRA was established after more
than 84% of cane farmers and milling companies voted for
the creation of a single entity for research and
development. SRA is now guaranteed funding with both
growers and millers contributing equally to pay a levy of 70
cents a tonne of cane to fund SRA, this together with
matching funds from the Australian Government and grants
from the Queensland Government and other bodies equates
continues page 5
to around $34m per annum.

This newsletter is not to be distributed or reproduced without the express permission of CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd.1

IN THE MEDIA
FARMERS FAN THE CANE FLAMES - ABC RURAL BY MARTY MCCARTHY
It's not often a farmer will deliberately set their paddock
alight and stand by to watch it burn to ash. That is unless
you're a sugarcane farmer in the Burdekin region south of
Townsville in north Queensland. It's the only cane growing
region in Australia where farmers still burn cane before they
harvest it.
Four-year-old Joe has come along to watch his grandfather
burn his paddock. But he's more concerned about the animals
that are about to lose their homes to the fire. "The birds
swoop down and get snakes, bandicoots and possums and
other creatures like mice and racoons," he said. "They run
into other paddocks and the birds can get them."

The Burdekin still burns sugarcane before harvesting because
an abundance of water in the region makes the cane too leafy
to cut. "If we cut green and leave a trash blanket on the
ground it makes it very hard to irrigate," cane farmer Phil
Marano said. "The second reason is we are recognised as
growing the biggest crops in Australia and to cut it green is
very difficult. "It slows us down to a point where it's almost
unviable."

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Chairman Phil Marano

As the flames begin to rise metres tall, ash gets blown across
towns throughout the Burdekin. "It's called Burdekin snow,"
Joe said. "It's black stuff that comes from the fire and it goes
all over the cars."

Joe's grandfather, Dino Codiga, has been in the sugarcane game for 35 years but he says watching his paddocks burn never
gets any easier. "Probably about two weeks before, things get pretty stressful for me because I’m not a fire person," he said.
"Years ago it didn't worry me but as I get older it starts to. But I get in there and once it starts the nerves go and it's all good."
Dino says there have been some close calls. "The old head has been red a couple of times and we've had tractors where the
tyres have caught on fire." However Dino says he is yet to see the fire jump to a neighbour's paddock and he hopes that day
never comes.
Cane fires can get pretty fierce and therefore farmers wait until dusk when the
temperatures and winds have dropped. But there's still the potential for disaster
despite the many ways farmers try to mitigate the risk. "Safety is the number one
concern, especially tonight where we have people burning down both sides of the
block," Phil says. "We ensure the person who's back-burning doesn’t get too far
ahead of us in case the wind does change. There have been occasions where
people have been killed because of that. Six years ago one farmer did die
unfortunately in a burn where the wind changed and he got trapped inside the
paddock. So it can happen and we are mindful of that."
Young Joe doesn't need to worry about that just yet. Tonight he only has one job,
to keep an eye on the animals going in and out of the fire. "I'll tell you about what the dogs name is... it's Tyson," he said. “He
goes running in there [the fire]. That's why he gets tied up."
For more photos and audio from the above story visit the ABC Rural website at http://www.abc.net.au/news/2013-08-07/
feature-fire-farm/4870852
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ELECTRICITY CONTINUED
(A copy of the full report and the executive summary are
attached separately to canenews). It is understood that this
report and the various engagement with Treasurer Nichols,
numerous meetings with Minister McArdle and Minister
Nicholls and the holding of various forums resulted in the
Government agreeing to limit the increase in irrigation tariffs
to 10% for the coming year rather than adopting the 20%
increase recommended by the QCA.

Ergon Energy Forum
Jonathan Pavetto from Qld Canegrowers and I attended the
Ergon Energy Forum on The Queensland Electricity Industry –
Challenges, Opportunities and Transformation which was
held in Townsville on 25th July.

In regard to the Government agreeing to limit the increase
for the irrigation tariffs to 10% for this year rather than
adopt the 20% increase as recommended by the QCA,
concerns were raised that unless a positive outcome is
reached with Government over the coming months the
next QCA price recommendation will claw back the
additional 10%
Ben Barr – DEWS Deputy Director-General (Electricity) and
Ergon’s Greg Neilson and Brendon Crown presented to the
Committee with Network costs, competition in the regional
network and tariff reform the central themes of the
discussion.
The Committee examined alternative approaches to
determining lower and sustainable electricity prices.
The main actions agreed from this meeting included:
1.

2.

3.

The Committee will explore the concept of developing
tariff structures for agricultural irrigation focussed
around food and fibre production. The structures,
consistent with the approach being taken by the
National Irrigators Council towards electricity tariff
structures,
will
also
contribute
to
the
Queensland Government’s plan to double agricultural
production by 2040.
Queensland CANEGROWERS would prepare and
submit a submission in response to Ergon’s Network
Tariff Strategy Review Consultation Paper. This is due
by Mid-August
Canegrowers representatives will attend the QFF
Energy Forum being held on Monday 19th August in
Parliament House. (It is intended that Vince Papale
and Debra Burden will attend to represent the
interests of Canegrowers Burdekin Members)

New CEO for QCA
The Board of the Queensland Competition Authority
announced the appointment of a new Chief Executive
Officer, Mark Gray. The appointment concludes a national
executive search which was launched after the retirement
announcement of Mr John Hall in February 2013.

L to R: Jonathon Pavetto, Ergon’s Chair Malcolm Hall-Brown,
Debra Burden and CEO Ian McLeod

Ergon CEO Mr Ian McLeod’s presentation focused on Ergon’s
vision to be a world-class customer driven energy business.
Ian provided a high level overview of Ergon as both a Retailer
and Distributer, with 33 remote generators and covers 97%
of Queensland (1.7 million sq. km area), Ergon has 150,000
km of line and a small customer base of 700,000 and revenue
of $2.7b, with a net asset base of $11b. Ergon employees
4,600 people.
Ian spoke about:

The key challenges Ergon faces which is (as we all
know) AFFORDABILITY.

How Ergon has one of the least dense networks in the
western world but a high average energy usage

The key cost drivers for Ergon and how many of these
costs are out of Ergon’s control

The fact that the network load profile is inefficient

The issue of supply v demand … Ian spoke at length of
his concern that there is already sufficient supply but
that government policies have focused on increasing
supply (eg solar panels) rather than improving
efficiency

His view that the Weighted Average Cost of Capital
(WACC) has been set at too high a level (9.72% for the
period 2010 to 2015) and that his forecast is that the
WACC will reduce to around 6 to 7% for the period
2015 to 2020. Note: the ridiculously high level of the
WACC has been an issue that Canegrowers has been
lobbying Government heavily to correct.
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ELECTRICITY CONTINUED


The Death Spiral …the fact that Ergon’s revenue is
fixed externally but they have to bill on volume and
the reduced consumption is pushing prices up …which
is driving behaviour change, efficiency, increase
product substitution and even lower sales volume

Ian also spoke about Ergon’s strategy to respond to the
above challenges which included:







Market reform – new Tariff Structures and Loads
Reducing costs by 20% which represents about $1.5b
Continuing to reduce the number of employees and
supplementary contractors (a reduction of 670
occurred in 2012/13)
Deferring capital investment
Focusing on transitioning to a smarter grid by first
becoming a smarter asset manager with future
investment delivering value to both customers and
Ergon’s shareholder (Qld Government) …goal that
future network price increases be below CPI. Drive
market and tariff reform in 2015 to achieve a more
efficient load curve and grid and make customers the
winners

Also speaking at the Forum was Jon Black, the DirectorGeneral of the Department of Energy and Water. Jon spoke
about the fact that no-one was happy with the recent
massive price rises and the fact that the Government wants
to have more consultation. The Government has already
completed an Interdepartmental Review on Electricity Sector
Reform …this report contained 60 recommendations...all of
which the Government has accepted. The report focused
on:











Network costs – all agree the rate of network price
increases are unsustainable (Members should note
that Network costs make up close to 50% of your
electricity bill)
Tariff Reform/Peak demand forecasts – tariffs do not
currently reflect efficient use of the network
Reliability standards – these standards were
developed after a disaster in 2004 and resulted in
overbuilding the network (gold plating)
Climate Change Policies
Land Use Management Approach
Competition – the $620m Customer Service Obligation
that is currently paid to Ergon as a retailer is
unsustainable and over the coming 3 to 5 years this
will be transferred to the network distributors to
encourage competition in the retail area
Establishment of a holding company to own the assets
and to drive efficiencies in Ergon and Energex. In NSW

the introduction of this model has already resulted in
considerable savings
The Qld Government is now developing a 30 year Energy
Reform Strategy and Jon advised this strategy needed to be a
30 year timeframe to reflect the type of assets being dealt
with. The Government encourages the community to
consult and provide their input into this strategy.
Where to from here
1.

2.

3.

4.

Price Reviews for 2014 to 2015
a.
Ergon needs to have their proposal to the QCA
by November 2013. This proposal needs to take
into account consultation with consumers.
(Note: our expectation is there will be minimal
changes as the time is too tight)
b.
The QCA, between Nov and April, will develop
the Annual Pricing Proposal for the next
financial year 2014-2015. This report is due out
by 30 April, 2014. (Note: our concerns that
unless our negotiations with government
progress well we fear our tariffs will be
increased not just the 20% but an additional
10% claw back from this year)
Ergon Energy Network Tariff Strategy Review ….
Queensland CANEGROWERS with CBL input will make
a submission on this by mid-Aug
Qld Government 30 Year Energy Reform Strategy –
this is a watching brief and at the required time
CANEGROWERS will make a submission
Queensland Farmers Federation Energy Forum – 19
August – Qld Parliament House – CBL will be
represented by Vince Papale and Debra Burden

Important Note: The issue of Electricity Pricing is a complicated
one. If Members would like to more information please contact
Debra on 0417 709 435. The above article reflects the notes made
by Debra from the various meetings and forums. These notes
reflect Debra’s understanding of what was being said/presented.
Therefore these notes may not be entirely accurate.

How you can help us help you
Please supply details of your Profit and Loss reports for
the past 5 years to help show the government the impact
of electricity price increase and the local council the
impact of the increase of general rates.
All information remains confidential, all identifying details will
be removed from documents
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SUGAR RESEARCH
AUSTRALIA IS OFFICIALLY
LAUNCHED CONTINUED
SRA mantra is:
1.

2.

3.

it is committed to maximising growers and millers
return on investment by managing research that
succeeds.
It’s focus is on national RD&E priorities and delivering
good science at a local level. SRA’s goal is to know and
understand the issues their levy payers face today.
It will tackle these issues to find research solutions and
new and better ways of doing things on-farm and at
the mill. It will do this by fostering an environment
that encourages new initiatives and rewards
innovation.

PAYROLL & HR
UPDATE
BY TIFFANY PALMER
A reminder to all payroll clients that PAYG Summaries are to
be received by the tax office no later than the 14th August.
If you have any changes that need to be made prior to the
files being sent to the tax office, please let me know no later
than Monday 12th August to ensure these changes are made
before submission to the ATO.

IN THE MEDIA
WIN NEWS ALONG FOR THE
RIDE

Peter Sheedy, Manager of Herbert River Canegrowers and I
strongly stressed to the plant breeding research team the
need for approved varieties to improved growers
productivity as growers are not getting the yields per hectare
that had been achieved in the past.
SRA employees were presented with their SRA Welcome
Pack and invited guests enjoyed a tour of the now rebranded

L to R: John Marano Harvester Operator, James Rawiri Haulout driver,
Luke Camera Man, Shelly Reporter, Lenny Payne Haulout driver

Wednesday morning the 7th August, WIN news interviewed
CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd Chairman Phil Marano on farm.
The camera man, Luke experienced what it was like in the
cane industry with a ride in the harvester.

SRA Director Steve Guazzo and the “small mill”

BSES TO SRA CHANGE OF EMAIL
On Thursday August 8 BSES email and IT systems were
migrated to SRA. From now on BSES email addresses will be
firstinitalsurname@sugarresearch.com.au . BSES email
should continue to work for a while. All other contact details
will remain the same.

Mark Whitten
our Ravensdown
Account Manager
Call Mark on 0437 748 856
to start saving money now!
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INVICTA MILL TOUR
On Tuesday 6th August, Canegrowers Burdekin Members
Bruno and Sally Wyburg and Brent Morris Hill together with
Managers Wayne Smith and Debra Burden took the morning
off to enjoy a tour of Invicta Mill.

CARBON FARMING ONLINE
RESOURCE LAUNCHED

A partnership between the University of Melbourne, the
Carbon Market Institute and the federal Department of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry has launched a suite of
online resources to support carbon farming.
The Carbon Farming Extension Providers e-Portal is webbased collection of tools and information about land-based
emissions reduction, carbon sequestration and the Carbon
Farming Initiative (CFI).

Invicta Production Manager, Brett Kuskopf, excelled as the
tour guide.
Historically when Wayne and Debra visit a mill something
usually goes wrong and this visit was no different with a
bearing failing on one of the pumps resulting in a spectacular
water feature or should we say juice feature.

It has been developed to help extension providers and
industry professionals to support farmers to manage
emissions and participate in the CFI. It is open to the public
and readily accessible to anyone in the industry with an
interest in carbon farming and management of agricultural
emissions. It includes a Resources Pack and Toolkit, each
containing technical information, tools and electronic
resources about agricultural emissions and carbon farming.
The site also offers a suite of e-Learning Courses on the
science, policy and implementation of carbon farming. The
online courses are free and accessible at any time. Modules
cover a wide range of subjects, from the carbon pricing
mechanism and carbon markets, to the science behind
agricultural emissions, and current abatement options for
landholders.
You can access the portal, including the Resource Pack,
ToolKit and eLearning courses at the website here.
*extracted from NFF e-newsletter

CHAIRS FOR HIRE
CANEGROWERS Project and
Training Centre
Wilmar Sugar have extended an invitation to any growers or
harvest contractors to visit a mill to gain an understanding of
the process and challenges involved in operating a sugar mill.
To register your interest in a mill tour please phone Tiffany at
the CANEGROWERS office on 4790 3601.

$10 plus $0.50 per Chair
Plus GST
75 Available
To book please phone 4782 1922
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KEY PLATFORMS FOR FEDERAL ELECTION 2013
It is vital that the next Australian Government takes this timely opportunity to amplify the economic and social benefits of
the sugarcane industry’s expansion by removing the barriers to the sugar industry’s growth and development.
The Australian sugarcane industry is undergoing an extensive resurgence. With rapidly increasing demand for sugar from
Asia and significant international investment in land and mills, sugarcane growers are focussing on producing more
sugarcane.
Fully deregulated, and in an expansion phase, the Australian sugarcane industry is poised to further increase its contribution
to the economic growth and strengthening the social fabric of regional Australia.
CANEGROWERS has put together the below key platforms coming into the Federal Election on 7 September 2013.
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Crush Week

Week 4

Week 5

Week 6

Week 7

Week 8

Week 9

Members Information
& BBQ Lunch
Series1Meeting
Series2
Thursday 29th August
10.30am - 1.00pm Meeting
1.00pm - 2.00pm
BBQ Lunch
CANEGROWERS Hall
Home Hill

Guest Speaker
Craig Doyle - Wilmar
Executive General Manager, Cane Products
Craig will provide an update on this year’s crush and on recent happenings at Wilmar
RSVP to Tiffany on 4790 3600 before Tuesday 27th August

United we stand: strength in solidarity
When CANEGROWERS speaks, it represents over three quarters of Australia’s sugarcane growers. Our
membership of 80% is the highest of any agricultural lobby in Australia. This wall of solidarity is the envy
of agriculture. This gives CANEGROWERS a voice which packs a powerful punch.
Whether it’s government, business leaders, the community, media or the industry – here or abroad –
when CANEGROWERS speaks, people sit up and listen.
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CANEGROWERS WEATHER UPDATE
Did you know the CANEGROWERS website has a section dedicated to weather? When you log onto the website there is a
weather tab at the end of the header bar. Click on this, enter your postcode and the weeks forecast for your area will be
displayed. The forecast for Giru is represented below.
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CLASSIFIEDS
Haulout work wanted

DATES TO REMEMBER

HR Licence, previous experience
Ph Luke 0477 832 261

14 August
Women In Sugar Burdekin Meeting
Guest Speaker: Kylie Geary
9.30 - 11.00am
CANEGROWERS Burdekin, 141 Young Street Ayr

29 August
Member Info Meeting & BBQ Lunch
10.30am - 1.00pm Meeting
1.00 - 2.00pm BBQ Lunch
CANEGROWERS Hall, Home Hill
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PRICING INFORMATION
2013 Season Advances & Payments
as at 12 July 2013
% estimated
return

$/tonne IPS
Initial *
22 August 13
26 September 13
24 October 13
21 November 13
19 December 13
23 January 14
20 February 14
20 March 14
24 April 14
22 May 14
26 June 14
Final Payment

$219
$237
$247
$257
$267
$277
$284
$294
$314
$333
$353
$373
$392

72.5%
75%
80%
85%
90%
95%
100%

* paid
+ scheduled

The Advance Program is a guide only. CANEGROWERS Burdekin takes no
responsibility for its accuracy. It only applies to growers who did not
forward price for 2013 (the default method). Growers who have forward
priced for 2013 will be paid the same percentage of their final expected
proceeds. For individual advance rates check your grower forecast on
the Wilmar website.

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices
as at 7 August 2013
Gross
$412
$4436
$457

2013 Season
2014 Season
2015 Season

Net
$378
$412
$433

Estimated QSL Pool Prices
As at 12 July 2013
$/Tonne IPS GROSS
2013 Harvest Pool

$384

2013 Guaranteed Floor Price Pool

$391

2013 Actively Managed Pool

$398

2013 Discretionary Pool

$390

2013 US Quota pool

$432

2013 Forward Season Pool

$429

See www.qslcom.au for more information
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Queensland Farmers’ Federation
Federation—
—Update
ELECTION COUNTDOWN – SEPTEMBER 7

NO COTTON IN THE CHANNEL COUNTRY

QUEENSLAND agricultural industries will be watching the
next five weeks of the Federal Election campaign with
interest, as both major parties and the minor parties make
their case for election ahead of the poll. To date, neither
major party has announced new or remarkable policies
regarding regional Australia and agriculture specifically
ahead of the election. QFF will continue to monitor the
campaign as it progresses and will be looking for all parties
to match their rhetoric on regional Australia and productivity
growth with clear policy announcements. QFF will update
readers of the Weekly Bulletin of key policy issues via this
newsletter.

COAL seam gas activities could proceed in the channel
country in Western Queensland, but cotton production and
open cut mining will not be allowed, following a ruling by the
State Government. Given the huge logistical and climatic
challenges that would be associated with cotton
development in this region, QFF would point out that
notwithstanding the decision that the region is not ideally
suited for expansion of this industry. QFF encourages the
pragmatic development of new and existing industries, but
acknowledges the constraints to development, such as those
faced in the channel country. Regarding CSG, the
development of this industry could be considered preferable
in less productive regions of the State by comparison to the
highly productive soils of the inner Darling Downs, for
example.

QFF ENERGY FORUM – AUGUST 19
QFF is holding a forum in Brisbane later this month to look at
the challenge of how Queensland’s agriculture sector can
deal with rapidly rising electricity and other energy costs, in
the context of the sector’s dependence on energy inputs.
QFF has invited politicians, policy makers and industry
representatives to the forum to specifically look at the
problematic issue of energy use in intensive agricultural
industries, and present case studies on how different
commodities are attempting to tackle the problem. Across
the QFF membership, many farmers have faced electricity
price rises of up to 200 percent over the last five years,
deteriorating their terms of trade and significantly impacting
their businesses. For information contact QFF on 3837 4747.
FEDERAL BUDGET UPDATE
THE Federal Government has released an economic
statement updating its Budget position, and despite rapidly
deteriorating budgetary conditions, it has detailed that the
Budget will return to budget at the end of its three-year
projection cycle. Similar projections of an improved
economic outlook over a three to five year horizon have
been made since the Budget first entered deficit in 2008,
following the global financial crisis and stimulus packages.
While QFF notes the volatility that has hit some sectors of
the economy in recent years, it is clear that the ongoing
unreliable nature of Treasury forecasts – both State and
Federal – is adding a layer of uncertainty to the outlook. The
new forecast deficit for this financial year is $30.1 billion, with
unemployment project at 6.25%, real GDP growth at 2.5%,
the CPI at 2.5%, and the terms of trade at -5.75%.
COTTON
AUSTRALIA/QUEENSLAND
FARMERS’
FEDERATION - NATIONAL PEAK BODY ELECTRICITY
FORUM
THE following day, August 20, QFF and Cotton Australia are
holding a second forum looking at a common approach to
electricity price reform. This is a peak body event, to which
invitations have been sent. The day will discuss the
possibility of better co-ordination of electricity pricing policy
reform activities at a national and State level. This issue is
an area of common concern across industry organisations,
many of which are actively lobbying government to reform
the pricing process. We wish to provide an opportunity to
come to a common technical understanding of the issues,
share experiences and discuss options for collaboration.
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National Farmers’ Federation
Federation—
—Update
NSW Irrigators Council joins NFF as an Associate
Member

Round four of the On-Farm Irrigation Efficiency Program
now open

The NFF this week welcomes the NSW Irrigators Council as
our newest Member. The NFF has enjoyed a close working
relationship with NSW Irrigators for many years and on many
issues, particularly on ensuring a better deal for Australian
farmers and irrigators in the development of the MurrayDarling Basin Plan - one of the biggest issues facing the
farming sector over the past decade.

Parliamentary Secretary for Environment and Urban Water,
Amanda Rishworth this week announced the opening of the
$100 million fourth funding round of the On-Farm Irrigation
Efficiency Program.

The NSW Irrigators Council represents over 12,000 water
access licence holders across NSW, including those who
access regulated, unregulated and groundwater systems.
Many of our Members already work closely with NSW
Irrigators, and their addition to the NFF decision making
table will further strengthen the broad representation the
NFF has across all aspects of Australian agriculture.
You can visit the NSW Irrigators Council website here, and
view the NFF media release on their new membership here.
NRAC Assessment on technology and communications
networks in agriculture
Last Friday, Minister Fitzgibbon announced that the National
Rural Advisory Council (NRAC) will be undertaking an
assessment on technology and communications networks in
agriculture. Please see attached and further information on
the DAFF website here. The 2050 Committee will be
providing input to this process. For further information,
please contact NFF Rural Affairs Manager, Dave McKeon
via dmckeon@nff.org.au.
Take part in the Regional Wellbeing survey for a chance
to win one of nine prizes worth a total of $7000
Farmers across Australia are encouraged to take part in the
Regional Wellbeing survey. The NFF is a supporter of this
survey, which will produce important information about the
wellbeing of farmers, and of the communities they live in.

The funding will assist farmers in the southern connected
system of the Murray-Darling Basin to further enhance their
irrigation efficiency and improve on-farm productivity.
Applications for funding under round four are invited from
organisations with close relationships with irrigator
communities including irrigation infrastructure operators,
catchment management authorities, commodity or
agricultural industry groups, and regional irrigation bodies.
Projects seeking funding under the program must
demonstrate an ability to secure a long-term sustainable
future for irrigation communities, secure real improvements
in river health, deliver substantial and lasting returns of water
to the environment, and represent good value for money.
The closing time and date for funding applications is 4.00 pm
(Australian Eastern Daylight Saving Time) on Monday, 14
October 2013. More information about the On-Farm
Irrigation Efficiency Program including the funding guidelines
and application form is available at the website here or by
calling 1800 218 478.
CropLife releases strategies for sustainable use of ag
chemicals
The 2013 CropLife Australia Resistance Management
Strategies for fungicides, herbicides and insecticides have
been released. CropLife’s Resistance Management
Strategies are developed each year by scientific and
technical review committees made up of members with
expert knowledge on the use of fungicides, herbicides and
insecticides. The official strategies released by CropLife help
farmers delay and prevent development of resistant pests,
weeds and diseases that can harm farm productivity and
natural ecosystems. The 2013 Resistance Management
Strategies are available on the CropLife Australia website
here.

The health and wellbeing of people living in rural and
regional areas is a critical issue for the future of Australia.
Researchers at the University of Canberra are surveying
thousands of people across rural and regional Australia to
build a better understanding of the wellbeing of rural
communities, and of how changes to agriculture and natural
resource management affect their wellbeing.

Cattle Council rolls out producer forums across the
nation

This survey is different to others, as the results will be made
publicly available, and the researchers will produce results
for every community where they receive more than 100
survey responses, and for specific groups such as farmers.
This means the survey will provide a publicly available
resource that farming organisations, community groups and
local councils can draw on.

Cattle Council of Australia (CCA) is rolling out a number of
beef cattle producer forums across Australia. The upcoming
producer forums include Bendigo on 13 August, Naracoorte
on 15 August and Launceston on 24 September. The first
forum was held in Casino, NSW in May and the second
forum ‘The Northern Beef Steakholder Forum’ was held 23
July, in Mount Isa, Queensland.

The survey is open until 18 October. Everyone who
completes the survey, and is aged 18 or over, can enter a
draw to win one of nine prizes worth a total of $7,000.

The Mount Isa forum attracted over 150 beef producers from
Northern Queensland and the Northern Territory and was
addressed by recently appointed Federal agriculture minister
Joel Fitzgibbon and the opposition’s shadow minister, John
Cobb, as well as Queensland agriculture minister, John
McVeigh.

To complete the survey online visit the website here, or call
1800 981 499 to request a hard copy.

The next forum will take place in Bendigo, Victoria at the All
Seasons Hotel on August 13. For details and bookings, visit
the Cattle Council website here.
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CANEGROWERS Burdekin fighting

to reduce your costs
Our goal is to save you money
while offering premium service
CANEGROWERS Insurance
Finally. Insurance that understands farming.
CANEGROWERS has set up its own insurance brokering service.
We have directly employed a team of qualified insurance professionals to work with
growers on their insurance needs.
Interested in getting a quote?
Call Helen or Martine on 4790 3 00 as soon as you receive your insurance renewal

Fighting to reduce
your water prices

Fighting to
reduce your
electricity
prices
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CONTACT DETAILS
HEAD OFFICE (AYR)
141 Young Street

Disclaimer

4790 3600

Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm Fri:
9am - 3pm

Debra
Burden

Regional Manager

0417 709 435
4790 3603

Wayne
Smith

Manager: Member
Services

0428 834 802
4790 3604

Helen
Napier

Regional Insurance
Manager

0408 638 518
4790 3606

Michelle
Andrews

Manager: Finance &
Administration

4790 3602

Tiffany
Palmer

Payroll & Administration

4790 3601

Martine
Bengoa

Insurance Consultant

4790 3605

PROJECT & TRAINING CENTRE
(HOME HILL)
68 Tenth Street

In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our”
means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our directors,
officers, agents and employees. This newsletter has been
compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do our very best to
present information that is correct and accurate, we make no
warranties, guarantees or representations about the suitability,
reliability, currency or accuracy of the information we present in
this newsletter, for any purposes.
Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be
excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss, damage, cost
or expense incurred by you as a result of the use of, or reliance
on, any materials and information appearing in this newsletter.
You, the user, accept sole responsibility and risk associated with
the use and results of the information appearing in this
newsletter, and you agree that we will not be liable for any loss
or damage whatsoever (including through negligence) arising
out of, or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We
recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any
information provided in this newsletter.

4782 1922

Office Open By Appointment

Gary
Halliday

Manager: Compliance &
Training

0438 747 596

Email address:
firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au

http://www.bses.com.au/page/library/videos

CANEGROWERS has maximised sugar
marketing transparency by ensuring
strength and clarity of a grower-owned
sugar marketer.

Call Mark on 0437 748 856
to start saving money now!
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