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QSL Grower Representatives Elections
Second Round Required VOTE NOW

The results of the 2017 QSL Grower Representative Member elections have been declared, with a tie in the Burdekin Region
election necessitating a second round of voting to decide the final available position in that region.
In the Burdekin Region, Owen Menkens, Russell Jordan and Mark Vass secured three of the four available positions, with Roger
Piva and Denis Pozzebon tying for the fourth position. As a result, a second round of voting will now be held in the Burdekin
Region to obtain a definitive result for this fourth position only.
This second round of voting will be conducted for all candidates who were not successful in the initial Burdekin Region vote, these
being Shane McNee, Frank Mugica, Julie Artiach, Denis Pozzebon and Roger Piva (Sibby Torrisi has withdrawn his nomination).
The candidates are listed below with those that are CANEGOWERS Burdekin members highlighted. CBL recommends that you
choose Roger to represent you to QSL.

Week 11 as at 26/08/2017

2017
estimate
8,300,000

As QSL need to receive the voting papers by 5pm Friday 8 September 2017, you are
encouraged to return the form as soon as possible to the CANEGROWERS Office and
we will scan and email your form to QSL.
Alternatively, you can scan and email the form yourself to legal@qsl.com.au, fax to (07)
3004 4499 or post to GPO Box 891, BRISBANE QLD 4001.

Grower-managed pricing
reminder

Wilmar Growers with grower-managed pricing in QSL’s In-Season Target and/or InSeason Fixed Price Contract products are reminded that they must complete the
allocated pricing for their October 2017 contract by 3pm 18 September. Any unfilled
pricing against this contract beyond this date will be priced at the next market
opportunity.
You can find an overview of the key pricing deadlines for QSL’s in-season products
here.

3,771,882

45%

CROP CRUSHED
TO DATE

Click here for the voting form.
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Crushing Stats
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Harvest Management Meeting
Low Dirt Levels Results from Good Weather & Harvest
Conditions
Information provided by Wilmar at this month’s Harvest
Management Group meeting show the declining trend in
dirt levels over the first eleven weeks of this year’s harvest.
Supply at all mill areas except Kalamia in week eleven
were below the three indicator level.
Season to Date Mill Performance Data
Wilmar also provided the following mill performance data at
the HMG meeting. The forecasts represent Wilmar’s
weekly budgeted data on a season to date basis. The
finishing dates indicated incorporate the remaining
allowance budgeted for wet weather.

Tonnes crushed
(DataBank) Finish date

Actual
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Actual
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84.0%

541.7
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Actual
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Crush Rate

Inkerman

1041.0

85.5%
1,020.0

Kalamia

Forecast

Forecast
Availability

Pioneer
Actual

Invicta

Mill

87.6%
2,612.9
3,477,042

85.8%
2640.2
3,771,882

26-Nov-17

ADM raises stake in
Singapore’s Wilmar

Press reports out of Singapore have said that American food
processing major Archer Daniels Midland has raised its stake
in Singapore-based agribusiness group Wilmar International,
stepping-up the former’s exposure to the high-demand Asian
food market.
In a filing on Wednesday, Singapore Exchange-listed
Wilmar disclosed that ADM had purchased 40 million shares in
Asia’s leading agri company for $94.67 million (S$129 million)
or S$3.2257 per share, increasing its stake from 24.3 per cent
earlier to 24.9 per cent now.
The shares were bought from Wilmar co-founder and former
executive deputy chairman Martua Sitorus who is now a nonindependent non-executive director at the firm, also the world’s
largest palm oil trader.
The Chicago-headquartered ADM has been consistently
inching up its stake in Wilmar since 2009. Last year, in March, it
had raised its stake to 20 per cent by pumping in close to $200
million, buying shares again from Sitorus.
The firm, which is also the world’s largest corn producer, makes
food, fuel and feed from corn, soybeans and other crops. It has
over the years been trying to diversify beyond its home market
and grow in Asia, the fastest growing region with multiplying
food demand.
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The following letter to the editor appeared in Wednesday 23rd
August Burdekin Advocate.

Growers angry at NSW
Senator’s Code attack

Queensland’s sugarcane growers are angry that a New South
Wales politician is attacking protections for hard-working
Queensland farming families by asking the Senate to disallow
the Sugar Industry Code of Conduct.
“We are affronted the Senator David Leyonhjelm would do that
from across the border without talking to growers and their
representatives,” CANEGROWERS Chairman Paul Schembri
said.
“He has NEVER contacted us or sought to understand why this
Code is important to CANEGROWERS members.”
The Sugar Industry Code of Conducts sets out a framework for
a fair process when commercial contract negotiations between
grower representatives and large milling companies fail to
reach an agreed outcome.
“Millers have a monopoly when it comes to processing the
cane our members grow because transport economics lock
them into only supplying their local mill,” Mr Schembri said.
“This Code prevents mills from abusing that monopoly position
in negotiations. It keeps the parties on track and negotiating
fairly and provides a mechanism to break deadlocks.
“The Code lays the foundation for stability and confidence in
the industry. Everyone knows the rules and there is a process
to follow.
“The Code future-proofs our industry from the protracted
dispute that raged for three years and ended just as this year’s
harvest began.
“This attempt to strike it down is an attack on Queensland
farmers and an attempt to undermine a valuable Queensland
export industry.”

NSW Senator attacks
Sugar Industry Code of
Conduct

Senator Out of Touch in
Attack on Cane
Growers

Just when we thought it was safe to get on with business after
three years of dispute between Queensland cane growers and
sugar millers, a New South Wales Senator has reignited the
fire.
Senator David Leyonhjelm is seeking to disallow the Sugar
Industry Code of Conduct, a document that imparts commercial
fairness in negotiations between growers and millers.
He should be condemned for his absolute failure to consult with
Queensland growers!
Not once has the Senator sought a meeting with
CANEGROWERS to situation and the importance of the Code
to us. Rather, Senator Leyonhjelm has taken refuge in the
textbook mantra of deregulation that free markets will deliver
farmers to a land of milk and honey.
All that cane farmers have seen from deregulation is a loss of
market power to become the economic servants of large,
regional milling monopolies, many under foreign ownership.
In any marketplace, competition is good. But cane farmers can’t
choose. Transport economics locks them into supplying the
local mill, giving it a monopoly.
By Senator Leyonhjelm’s own admission, he will rely on the
numbers in the Senate and the vote of the Labor Party. This is
a challenge for the ALP, the party which is supposed to stand
for the worker, the ordinary Australian.
Recently the Queensland Government ran with great passion
the mantra of ‘putting Queensland first’ saying it will give
preference to Queensland companies vying for government
work.
‘We are standing up for Queensland businesses’ said the State
Government.
So, I call on the ALP to support Queensland’s 4500 sugarcane
growers and not this New South Wales Senator.

A couple of weeks ago Senator David Leyonhjelm announced
he would be asking the Senate to disallow the Sugar Industry
Code of Conduct.

If the party supports Senator Leyonhjelm, it will be turning its
back on hardworking Queensland families and siding with the
foreign-owned milling companies. And that’s not putting
Queensland first!

Senator Leyonhjelm never contacted CANEGROWERS or
sought to understand why the code is important to cane
farmers.

PAUL SCHEMBRI
Chairman
CANEGROWERS

On Thursday 24th August, Member for Burdekin Dale Last
presented to parliament on this issue.
Click here to view Dale Last’s speech.

4

BPS Issues Advice on Smut in
SRA8 Variety

BPS staff detected elevated levels of smut in SRA8 at BPS approved seed cane plots in
Mid August 2017 – since then, SRA pathology staff have inspected these sites and
provided feedback. It should be noted that SRA8 has a smut rating of IntermediateSusceptible, so seeing the expression of smut in this variety when conditions are
favourable for smut is not unexpected. Up until August 2017, very little smut had been
observed in SRA8.
The Regional Variety Committee (RVC) met on Tuesday 29th August to decide on how best to manage SRA8 with the presence
of smut. Rob Magarey (SRA Pathologist) was also present, along with other senior SRA staff. Management of SRA8 was
discussed at two levels – commercially planted blocks, and BPS approved seed cane plots.
Commercially planted Cane
Advice from SRA pathology staff, and supported by all members of the RVC was that growers who have planted SRA8 have no
need to plough out any cane. The relatively small areas that have been planted, even if they were showing levels of smut
consistent with an Intermediate-Susceptible variety, would not significantly increase pressure on the district as a whole. If
growers have concerns or questions regarding SRA8 that they have planted commercially, please contact BPS staff for
assistance. In terms of yield loss, it is difficult to quantify the extent as we have only observed SRA8 up to 2nd ratoon, however it
is unlikely there would be significant yield losses in plant and early ratoon crops.
BPS Approved Seed Cane Plots
Varying levels of smut were found in SRA8 in BPS approved seed plots across the district. Given that smut is a wind borne fungal
spore, it is not possible to protect the plots from this method of transmission, even though all other precautions to minimise risk of
smut infection such as hot water treatment, clean down of equipment and planting with Sinker have been taken. Advice from
pathology was that once smut infestation exceeds 1% on approved seed cane plots, then the levels of smut become
unacceptable, particularly given the Burdekin situation where we have a number of major varieties (particularly Q183 and Q208)
in the intermediate range for smut susceptibility. A decision was made by the RVC to plough out first ratoon cane in distribution
plots where the threshold of 1% of plants infected with smut has been determined. There are two distribution plots where very low
levels of smut were detected in SRA8, and these will be monitored over the next few weeks and will not be ploughed out unless
they exceed the threshold.
Please be aware that the decision by the RVC to plough out approved seed plot SRA8 was made in order protect other varieties
within the plots that are in the intermediate range for susceptibility to smut and minimise risk to the greater industry. Those
growers who have commercially planted SRA8 can continue to grow it for the crop cycle.
Other Background Information
It is worth noting that SRA plant breeders and researchers have noticed very elevated levels of smut in experimental variety trials
within the Burdekin as well as other regions. The expression of smut is a combination of the variety susceptibility, the pathogen
(ie: number of spores) and the environment. It appears that environmental conditions have favoured smut this year – particularly
given that very little smut had been observed in SRA8 over the past 5 years. The response of SRA8 to smut is consistent with an
intermediate-susceptible rated variety. In some years, if environmental conditions and/or spore loading are unfavourable for smut,
then the intermediate-susceptible varieties will grow well with little effect, however if conditions favour smut, the effect will be far
more noticeable. It is also worth noting that smut has not been observed in SRA8 plant cane to date, only 1st ratoon onwards.
The Regional Variety Committee comprises voting members from Wilmar, Kalagro, PCGO, ICGO and CBL. Other non voting
members include representatives from BPS, SRA, independent growers, agronomists and industry personnel. Further information
regarding the RVC, smut, SRA8 and other varieties will be discussed at shed meetings with BPS and Farmacist in October/
November 2017.
SRA and BPS are working to establish some replicated smut monitoring trials in the region to obtain more detailed local
information on how smut impacts varieties across the whole spectrum from resistant to intermediate. Trials will be established in
both the drier and wetter parts of the district to determine how the local environment affects smut incidence. These data will be
used to assist with deciding the level of smut resistance needed to minimise yield losses. It is hope to plant the first trial in 2017.
If you have any further questions, please feel free to contact your grower representative organisation for RVC matters, or BPS
staff for technical questions around smut management on your farm.
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Electricity tariff trials by Warren Males

Ergon has advised that it has received regulatory approval not to pass on meter site testing and checking charges to its customers
with CT meters who are seeking to participate in the irrigation tariff trials. The charges would have added significant cost to the
affected trial participants
The issue had been that under the regulations where CT meters are fitted with the communication equipment required to remotely
read the meters, the cost of testing and checking the CT meter switches from Ergon to the customer. Ergon’s application to the
regulator to waive this requirement was successful.
Ergon will now review the applications of those with CT meters who may have previously been advised their application was
unsuccessful with a view to their inclusion in the trial now that the regulatory cost shift to customers will not occur.
There is also an opportunity for additional irrigators to be taken into the trial. If any members concerned about the cost of
electricity would like to participate in the trial, please let me know and the necessary application form will be provided.
As you are aware, electricity prices are a significant policy issue in Queensland and across the country. CANEGROWERS is
putting significant effort into arguing the cases for reducing electricity prices by one-third and the introduction of a suite of fair tariffs
for food and fibre production.
As compelling as the case for change is, data to validate on farm irrigation electricity use patterns is not widely available. The
current trial provides opportunity for growers to get on the front foot, have new meters installed and help collect the necessary data
to support CANEGROWERS efforts ensure growers have access to competitively priced electricity.

Reef extension trainees get to work

Farmers within the Great Barrier Reef (GBR) Catchments will benefit from the introduction of six new extension trainees. The
trainees, supported through the Reef Extension Work Placement Initiative, have commenced work with six NRM or agricultural
organisations from Mossman to Gympie.
The Queensland Farmers’ Federation (QFF) has partnered with the Queensland Government to deliver the initiative that aims to
increase extension capacity and support for farmers.
The initiative places trainee reef extension officers within Reef catchment organisations to work alongside respected professionals
with expertise in NRM and/or agricultural fields. Trainees will learn from their mentors and work with farmers to help them increase
their knowledge and skills, and help implement on-ground activities.
QFF President Stuart Armitage said that industry was excited to be assisting with the placement of such an eager cohort of trainee
extension officers and thanked the Department of Environment and Heritage Protection for funding and the Department of
Agriculture and Fisheries for supporting this initiative.
“The delivery of extension services has undergone significant change in recent years. QFF supported this initiative because it
provides an opportunity to increase land management extension capacity by fast tracking young people entering the sector
through dedicated mentoring arrangements.
“It is encouraging to see government act on the need to increase targeted extension services across the Reef catchments and
start to address the current and forecast shortfall of extension advisors.”
“This capacity building program is another step towards a more holistic approach to helping deliver Reef water quality targets, and
industry looks forward to seeing the trainees develop into experienced officers that can continue to support agricultural managers
and businesses, said Mr. Armitage.
Reef Extension Graduate Officers:








Aaditi Dang – Wondai (Burnett Mary region)
Lili Usher-Chandler – Gympie (Wide Bay)
Erin Baldwin – Rockhampton (Fitzroy Basin)
Zoe Eagger – Mackay & Buderim (Mackay Whitsundays)
Elis Walker – Townsville (Burdekin)
Kate Armstrong – Mossman (Wet Tropics)

The Reef Extension Work Placement Program, is a result of an independent extension and education review and will provide
training opportunities for existing extension officers across the Reef catchments. It is funded by the Queensland Government
through the Queensland Reef Water Quality Program.
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New research ideas
sought to benefit
Australian
sugarcane industry

Sugar Research Australia (SRA) is seeking new and
innovative research ideas that will help improve the
productivity, profitability, and sustainability of
Australian sugarcane growers and millers.
SRA CEO Mr Neil Fisher said that SRA was seeking
innovative research concepts that align with SRA’s
newly developed five-year Strategic Plan.
“If you have an innovating research concept with the
potential to deliver identified Outcomes to a practical
problem that has been identified by the industry,
SRA would like to hear from you,” Mr Fisher said.
SRA is inviting applications for potential new
research projects that would begin from July 1,
2018.
“Our Strategic Plan has been created in consultation
with our investors and is focused on delivering
profitability, productivity, and sustainability outcomes
for the Australian sugarcane industry.
“Our Strategic Plan is underpinned by the four
overarching goals of driving profitability, improving
sustainability,
enhancing
capability,
and
strengthening organisational excellence.
“We encourage researchers to submit their best and
brightest ideas. We also strongly encourage ideas
that have been developed in consultation with
industry.”
SRA will preferentially invest in prioritised research
investment opportunities identified across each KFA
(Key Focus Area).
More information on the 2018 Project Call and the
Strategic
Plan
is
available
from
www.sugarresearch.com.au.

Energy solutions for
irrigated cane

With the price of raw materials used to generate traditional electricity
firming in the past 9 months, grid-connected cane farmers remain
beholden to ever-increasing power bills and have had few alternatives
to mitigate costs in recent years.
In an effort to alleviate cost pressures, Sugar Research Australia has
recently funded a project based on improving energy efficiency in
irrigated cane. SRA’s feasibility studies of applying innovative,
renewable energy and storage technology requires new data to ensure
they target areas with the greatest needs.
It would appreciate if you could take a few moments to assist in SRA’s
assessment of irrigated cane practices by completing a short 5-minute
survey, found below;
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/cane_energy_solutions
Upon completion, you will go into the draw for 2 premium seating tickets
to the 1st Ashes test at the Gabba on 25 November, 2017.
Please note individual survey results will remain confidential.
If you have any questions please contact Andres Jaramillo (SRA) on
0475 973 282.

Improving Water Quality
for the GBR by Better
Managing Irrigation

The NESP project has been making great progress in linking the
Irrigation Decision Support tool (IrrigWeb) with the automatic irrigation
system (WiSA) in the Burdekin.
An interesting and informative newsletter that outlines what
researchers have been busy doing and what is install for the project
over the next few months can be accessed by clicking here.

Information on how to apply is also available from
the website, or you can call the SRA Research
Funding
Unit
on
(07)
3331
3333
or
funding@sugarresearch.com.au.
Applications open on August 28, 2017, and they
will close on October 9, 2017.
SRA will run a two-stage selection process that
begins with the submission of preliminary research
proposals (PRPs), and then successful PRP
applicants will be invited to submit a final research
proposal (FRP).
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Community Broker Network Comes to Life
The ‘community broker network’ is the new trading name of the former NAS/
Westcourt General and CGU AR networks consisting of approximately 400
authorised broker businesses across Australia.
The network came together for the first time under its new moniker at its
inaugural conference at the Doubletree in Darwin earlier this month.
“We have the opportunity to be a truly purpose-led and customer-guided
network. The energy at the conference was absolutely electric – businesses
rarely get the chance to start out with the strong foundations and aligned
leadership that we have,” said Managing Director Paul Ayton.
“Investing this time in our authorised brokers, to better understand their
clients and communities, is invaluable. As is involving our strategic partners
as we bring the ‘community broker network’ to life.”
“Together we are confident we can create a sustainable way of doing
business that is responsible, accountable and creates benefits for all
stakeholders.”
Richard Crawford General Manager Distribution highlights the network as
quite unique within the insurance industry, .
“Many organisations would focus on providing holistic risk advice to clients.
While we agree that this is part of our responsibility, what makes Community
Broker Network different is that we put the relationship between clients and
authorised brokers first,” said Crawford.

Solaris Insurance Brokers Manger Racheal Olsen &
CANEGROWERS Michelle Andrews met guest
personality Matt Wright, The Outback Wrangler at the
CBN Conference

“We’ve identified our ability to maintain that relationship at scale as one of our pillars, our guiding principles. And that means that
we’ve made a commitment to our partners and customers that we will continue to grow and develop with a view of becoming not
just the biggest network in the country, but the best.”
Solaris Insurance Brokers is an Authorised Broker of Community
Broker Network. It is a not for profit, locally owned and operated
business providing personalised advice for everyone’s insurance
needs.
Solaris has qualified and well trained staff, who will review your
insurances and provide tailored, competitive insurance products;
delivering peace of mind and security.
Visit the team at Solaris Insurance Brokers 141 Young Street,
Ayr; ph 4790 3606 or email admin@solarisinsurance.com.au to
arrange a no obligation review and quote for your insurances.

Solaris’ Racheal Olsen with CBN staff at it’s inaugural conference held
this month
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CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the
fight on all issues affecting cane farmers
Executive Comment
✓ Discussion on how to set-up and industry good fun continue. With further discussions with QSL and ASMC.

✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

Meeting to discuss and IT/ Database platform for BMP under the Rainseer Project.
Meeting with NSW Farmers CEO, Matt Brand to discussion operational issues and community acceptance and responsibility
programs being run form NSW Farmers.
Attended Royal QLD Show Reception at Government House with the QCGO Chair and hosted the by Governor of Qld.
ASA Nutrition work in progress teleconference
Dialled in to the CANEGROWERS Burdekin Board Meeting
QFF CEOs teleconference to discuss State Election planning and policy priorities around water and electricity pricing.
Attended Parliamentary Enquiry into Modernizing Australia’s Electricity Grid to make the case for a justified decrease in
electricity prices.
QCGO Board teleconference to discuss Social License project and Industry Good Funding progress.
Attended Growing Leadership Capacity Amongst QLD Farm Businesswomen project development meeting with Qld Farmers’
Federation and investment partners.
Teleconference to discuss Nitrogen alignment project for sugarcane.

Legal
✓ Meeting with CANEGROWERS Rocky Point and discussing options for finalisation of 2018 grower choice and reviewing
options for claiming damages for poor mill performance and failure in the 2016 season.
✓ Advising CANEGROWERS Mackay regarding delivery point disputes with the mill owner, and advising on liability issues for
growers growing cane on crown road reserves and easements, and advising on election process issue regarding upcoming
grower rep election.
✓ Assisting Bundaberg CANEGROWERS in recovery action for outstanding monies in cane trash contracts.

✓
✓
✓
✓

Reviewing and drafting amendments to CANEGROWERS Innisfail uplift project contracts.
Participating in discussions and negotiations with QSL, Mackay Sugar and Mackay CANEGROWERS regarding grower
choice arrangements and the ongoing RSSA/OSA issues.
Advising Rocky Point CANEGROWERS regarding mills failure to engage in CSA negotiations for next and subsequent
seasons.
Advising various Mackay growers regarding proposed mill delivery siding closure and rationalisation issues and potential
dispute/arbitration options.

Smartcane BMP
✓ New reports are now available for growers on the BMP website - one that summaries their benchmarking responses as well
as the additional data required for Paddock to Reef reporting; and a second that generates the responses to the 17 Paddock
to Reef questions, based on responses to the self-assessment. Growers involved in Reef-related projects, such as Reef
Trust, will be given these reports so that they can share the information as they see appropriate.
✓ An agency to develop a new marketing and communication plan for Smartcane BMP has been selected and work will kick off
in the week of 28 August.
✓ Draft report prepared on capacity and tools for better alignment of applied nitrogen to crop demand. This report focusses on
evidence-based opportunities for on-farm refinement of the standard 6ES recommendations due to factors such as late
harvest, sodicity and water-logging.

 Met with Felice Driver of SRA to discuss the draft report and linkages to the ongoing R&D effort on nutrient management.
 Briefed a stakeholder group including CANEGROWERS, ACFA, Australian Gov Reef Program, and DAF.
 Working Group has reviewed the report and a revised version will be prepared this week.
✓

Update on grower participation:

 1,605 growers benchmarked representing 69% of the production area
 231 growers accredited, representing 15% of the production area
✓

✓
✓
✓

Visits to Mulgrave/Babinda, Innisfail and Tully districts to discuss BMP delivery, including plans for the next phase of
delivery. Discussions included the integration of BMP with adoption initiatives (e.g., Reef Trust, Project Uplift), as well as
possible refinements to nutrient management.
Workshop to review and finalise the toolbox for assisting growers to address the requirements of Bonsucro not covered by
accreditation in the BMP core modules.
Meeting with Terrain NRM to discuss nutrient management, and the role of BMP in Reef Trust and related activities.
Meeting with Simon Robbins of Sugar Australia on domestic demand for ‘sustainable’ sugar and the role of Smartcane BMP.
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CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the
fight on all issues affecting cane farmers
Harmonisation of Agricultural Vehicle Regulations
CANEGROWERS participated in a phone hook-up to discuss the NFF response to the 2017 Drafting of the Agricultural Vehicle &
Combination Notice Issues Paper. The National Heavy Vehicle Regulator (NHVR) has made recommendations on dimensions
and mass which overall are acceptable to most agricultural industries except in Queensland. The main issue is matching
(harmonising) the current agricultural zonal classifications from each State to the proposed new Classifications (called Limit
Classifications). The issue for the coastal sugar cane growing regions is that in the new Limit Classifications Queensland coastal
area has a more restrictive classification (for width in particular) that any other coastal region (apart from Urban area). There
appears to be no basis for this particularly with the current coastal, northern and Bundaberg notices in place. This is being
addressed.
Fuel Tax Credit Coalition
✓ CANEGROWERS participated in a hook-up with the Fuel Tax Credit Coalition to address the ongoing strategy to ensure that
fuel tax credits are retained. This is built around:

 Building MP support for the FTC scheme with fact sheets and targeted direct communications.
 Crossbench targeting with direct visits by coalition members in Canberra and organising regional site visits where
✓
✓

possible (Mackay may be an option).
Public awareness & education campaign with videos/advertisements (sugar cane with diesel use in planting, harvesting, haul
out and transport to the mill is an option) and response to misinformation.
Treasury and ATO education campaign with site visits.

Meeting with Rainseer
✓ QCGO received a

brief

from

a

company

that

is

developing

a

web

based

record

keeping

platform.

Cane Changer
✓ QCGO met with John Pickering on progress of the project.

✓
✓

The project is currently developing an innovation strategy and continues to work in Innisfail, Tully and Cairns districts.
An independent evaluation of the project is being undertaken by Alluvium.

Reef Alliance Project Meeting
✓ QCGO attended the RAP management committee meeting at QFF.

✓
✓
✓

Agenda included annual review of the term of reference, project update, communications and partner updates.
The RAP is now a third of the way through the project. One on one engagement, innovation and extension is occurring with
cane, grazing, bananas and horticulture.
The database has been established and project and paddock to reef data is being entered. Knowledge sharing and projects
across the commodities were discussed.

Plant Health Australia (PHA)
✓ QCGO is part of the PHA board selection panel and participated in a phone hookup to discuss the process and timeline.
Marketing
✓ Preparing a letter to Senators calling on them to reject David Leyonhjelm’s motion to disallow the federal Sugar Industry
Code of Conduct.
Electricity
✓ CANEGROWERS gave evidence to the House of Representatives Standing Committee on the Environment and Energy:
Inquiry into modernising Australia’s electricity grid in support of our call for lower and sustainable electricity prices. We
proposed the Committee recommend:







Reinstatement of the pre-2006 RAB optimisation rule.
Redesign of network tariffs to reflect irrigation use patterns.
Reinstatement of local distribution grids.
Resetting (lowering) the NEM wholesale energy cap.
A review of regulatory governance structures.
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1.

QFF industry member CANEGROWERS is calling for
governments to extend the deadline for farmers impacted
by Cyclone Debbie to apply for disaster relief. Statement
HERE.

2.

Workplace Essentials workshops will roll out across the
state starting September to help farm businesses reduce
risks and increase compliance. QFF statement HERE.
Registration details HERE.

3.

Darwin Convention Centre will play host to Nuffield
Australia's National Conference from 19-21 September to
showcase cutting-edge technologies in agriculture.
Conference video HERE. Details HERE.

4.

5.

The State Government has launched two climate change
plans that will help protect farmers' agriculture and
livestock. Environment Minister Steven Miles statement
HERE.
Skills Impact, a Skills Service Organisation (SSO), is
seeking feedback on how automation affects your
organisation and skills required in your workforce. Details
HERE.

QFF welcomes
independent review into
water metering

The Queensland Farmers’ Federation (QFF) has welcomed the
announcement by Minister for Natural Resources and Mines
Anthony Lynham, that the Queensland Government will
conduct an independent review into rural water metering.
QFF President Stuart Armitage said that it was important for
the Queensland Government to take these steps to ensure that
an adequate framework was in place to manage the regulatory
system for irrigation water in the Queensland Murray-Darling,
and the state as a whole.
The independent review will also provide input to the ongoing
Australian Government inquiry into the allegations of illegal
water taking and maladministration in the NSW Barwon-Darling
river system recently aired on the ABC’s Four Corners
program.
“QFF recognises the importance of accurate and effective
metering in all irrigation areas across the state. You must be
able to accurately measure water take to effectively manage
compliance,” said Mr. Armitage.
“Irrigators depend and rely on robust and transparent
regulation to help them manage their use of water.

6.

Farmers for Climate Action (FCA) have released a report
showing the value of investing in agriculture. QFF
President Stuart Armitage has his say in this week's QCL
column HERE

“As water metering continues to be applied in new regions, it is
essential that high standards of transparency exist to ensure
the system continues to have the confidence of those already
within and those joining a water sharing arrangement.

7.

The Rural Press Club (RPC) is hosting the Minister for
Infrastructure and Transport, Darren Chester, to explain
projects that are potential game changers for rural
Queensland on 21 September. Details HERE. Register
HERE.

“A functional and productive water metering system relies on
the combined confidence from irrigators, government and local
communities. Without this, issues can arise that undermine the
integrity of the system that is designed to mutually benefit all
stakeholders.

8.

Farmers are starting to feeling heat from Queensland's
rapid solar expansion. See QFF industry member
Growcom's concerns with solar planning policy vacuum
HERE.

“QFF will continue to work closely with government throughout
the implementation of this review to ensure irrigators are
adequately represented.”

9.

October is Safe Work Month with events being held
around the state focusing on safety leadership, culture
and mental health in the workplace. Details on how you
can get involved HERE.

10. A US biotechnology company wants to use Austalia's
sugar to make the world more renewable. See how milled
sugar is used as sustainable replacements for animal and
plant ingredients HERE.

DNRM will be conducting an audit of existing water for
irrigation take in the Queensland Murray-Darling catchments to
ensure that entitlement holders are not exceeding their licence
(s).
The independent review into rural water metering will provide
its initial findings by November 2017, and will work with the
national inquiry.

QFF is a federation that represents the interests of peak and
national agriculture industry organisations which in turn
represent more than 13,000 primary producers across the state.
CANEGROWERS is a major commodity member of QFF.
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Pricing information
2017 Season Advances
Schedule
As at 31 July 2017

Default

Advances

Status

65%
65%
65%
65%
70%
70%
75%
80%
85%
90%
92.50%

Confirmed
Confirmed
Confirmed
Scheduled
Scheduled
Scheduled
Scheduled
Scheduled
Scheduled
Scheduled
Scheduled

May -18

95%

Scheduled

Jun -18
Jul -18

97.5%
100%

Scheduled
Scheduled

Jun -17
Jul -17
Aug -17
Sep - 17
Oct -17
Nov - 17
Dec -17
Jan - 18
Feb - 18
Mar - 18
Apr -18

Advance Rates are based on a grower's individual estimated final sugar price.
For more information growers can access Wimar's monthly Pool Reports,
Allocation Account Amount Reports, their applicable Advance Finance Charge
via the reporting page of the Pricing and Payments
section of the GrowerWeb. The cashflow forecast tool is also available in the
Pricing & Payments section.

QSL Indicative ICE 11 prices
as at 30 August 2017
SEASON

AUD/MT

CHANGE SINCE
PREVIOUS CLOSE

2017 - OCT17

381.84

-3.33%

2017 - MAR18

400.89

-2.27%

2017 - MAY18

407.32

-1.91%

2018

428.75

-1.44%

2019

444.80

-1.21%

2020

445.96

-1.29%

The figures quoted above are indicative of available ICE 11 prices as at the
current date and reflect the weighted average AUD/mt price. The prices have
been adjusted to include Over-the-Counter (OTC) margin fees charged by
banking institutions and, therefore, may differ from daily prices quoted by the
ICE #11 Exchange and/or other Marketers of Growers’ Economic Interest in
Sugar (GEI Sugar). Values also do not account for any adjustments resulting
from local grower-miller pricing arrangements.
For more information, view the latest QSL Market Snapshot here.

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices
as at 30 Aug 2017
Crop Year

Indicative Price

Movement

2017 Season

$392

-7.80

2018 Season

$428

-3.92

2019 Season

$441

-1.40

Calculation using ICE Closing Prices or equivalent Bank Swap Rates and
prevailing AUD/USD exchange rates
Refer to https://www.wilmarsugarmills.com.au for additional Pricing
Information and trends

Estimated QSL Pool Prices
As at 28 July 2017
$/Tonne IPS
GROSS 2017
QSL Harvest Pool

$427

QSL Actively Managed Pool

$402

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool

$371

QSL US Quota Pool

$696

QSL 2-season Forward Pool

$481

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices
published on the QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated
regularly and provides a sense of how the QSL-managed pools are performing
over the current season.

6% Discount
Exclusive offer to
members of
CANEGROWERS
Burdekin
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Contact Us
canenews is read by the majority of Burdekin cane
farmers and their families in the Burdekin. Copies
are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS Offices,
businesses, industry, politicians, Government
Agencies and members of the community.

HEAD OFFICE
141 Young Street, Ayr
bdk@canegrowers.com.au
Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm
Fri: 9am - 3pm
4790 3600
bdk@canegrowers.com.au

Published Weekly by:
CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited
CANEGROWERS Hall
68 Tenth Street, Home Hill

Wayne Smith

General Manager

Michelle Andrews

Manager: Finance & Admin

0428 834 802
4790 3604

ABN:
Postal Address:
Telephone:
Facsimile:
Email:

43 114 632 325
PO Box 933, AYR QLD 4807
(07) 4790 3600
(07) 4783 4914
bdk@canegrowers.com.au

4790 3602

JP (Qual)

Please direct all advertising enquiries and materials
to the above.

Tiffany Giardina

Payroll & Administration

Racheal Olsen

Solaris Insurance Brokers
Manager

4790 3601

4790 3606
0408 638 518

racheal_olsen@solarisinsurance.com.au

Disclaimer

Email address: firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au

DIRECTORS

Phil Marano
Chair

marano@bigpond.com

0404 004 371

Owen Menkens
Deputy Chair

owen_menkens@hotmail.com

0409 480 179

Steven Pilla

spilla8@bigpond.com.au

0417 071 861

Roger Piva

rogerdpiva@gmail.com

0429 483 815

Sib Torrisi

sibbyt58@bigpond.com

0429 827 196

Greg Rossato

greg_rossato@outlook.com

0418 713 563

In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our”
means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our
directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter
has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do
our very best to present information that is correct and
accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or
representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or
accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter,
for any purposes.
Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be
excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss,
damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of
the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information
appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole
responsibility and risk associated with the use and results
of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you
agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage
whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of,
or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We
recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any
information provided in this newsletter.

Burdekin Cane Auditors—Workplace Coordinators
Site

Name

Email

Phone

Invicta

Ray Collinson

ray@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4782 9153

Kalamia

Vicki Lewis

vicki@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4783 0319

Pioneer

Geraldine Cantarella

geraldine@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4782 5346

Inkerman

Mark Saunders

mark@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4782 1020
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