
 

 1 

cancancaneeenewsnewsnews   
CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd  Newsletter Edition 2015/32 Distributed: 21 August 2015 

Qld LNP and KAP MPs support legislation to 
prevent Wilmar stripping growers of their rights 
to utilise QSL  

Close to half of the Queensland Parliament is now ready to 

vote to secure choice and fairness for sugarcane growers in 

raw sugar marketing. 

CANEGROWERS Chairman Paul Schembri said growers 

were a step closer to facing the future with confidence now 

the Liberal National Party has confirmed it has met its election 

commitment of drafting pro-competition amendments to the 

Sugar Industry Act. 

“Time is desperately of the essence,” he said. “Farming and 

business decisions are needing to be made for coming 

seasons but growers in some of our largest sugarcane 

regions have no contracts with mills beyond 2017,” he said.  

“We welcome this LNP private member’s bill (click here) 

announced today by Shadow Minister for Agriculture Deb 

Frecklington. 

“From what we’ve seen, it is carefully put together and ticks all of the boxes in the key issues of recognising our economic interest 

in the sugar produced from our cane, our right to continue to have choice in the pathway through which that sugar is marketed 

and our industry’s need to have an independent dispute resolution mechanism.” 

Katter’s Australian Party also has a private member’s bill (click here) before the State Parliament which effectively targets the key 

principles that growers need addressed. These issues were triggered last year when Wilmar, MSF Sugar and Tully Sugar gave 

notice that they would end their relationship with the industry-owned marketer Queensland Sugar Limited (QSL) and exercise 

their regional monopoly powers over sugar marketing. 

“We now have a huge block of the State Parliament telling the big sugar milling companies that their proposed way of doing 

business, stripping growers of their long-standing right to market though QSL, is not the way forward for our industry,” Mr 

Schembri said.  

“Today’s announcement by the LNP when combined with the KAP Bill demonstrates that Queensland politicians are prepared to 

do something about this situation. 

“We need all of the parties to engage constructively on this issue, to put party politics to one side, so that they can 

deliver a result through the parliament before Christmas,” he said. 

Dale  Last (middle) providing a briefing on  the process for the Bill to 
CANEGROWERS Burdekin’s Owen Menkens and Debra Burden 

Growers SHOUTED OUT a clear message in a survey earlier this year: 

 97% of growers want to be able to choose the marketer of their sugar 

 95% said the government needs to intervene to protect their rights in this regard 

 93% said they don’t trust their miller to share profit fairly if they are not made to do so 

 93% said they will not have confidence to expand if their marketing choice is denied 

 90% said they didn’t want access to an independent marketer taken away 

http://debfrecklington.com.au/documents/Exosure%20Draft%20Sugar%20Industry%20(Facilitating%20Grower%20Choice)%20Amendment%20Bill%202015.pdf
https://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/Bills/55PDF/2015/SugarRealChoiceAmB15_P.pdf
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Crush statistics 
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Sugarcane growers urged to 
log on to QCANESelect 

Sugarcane growers preparing for spring planting are being urged to use the free online 

resource QCANESelect TM to help choose the right varieties for their farm. 

Sugar Research Australia (SRA) has developed this free online resource that is aimed to 

optimise sugarcane production by helping growers choose varieties according to soil types, 

the productivity zone, and other factors such as management. 

SRA CEO Neil Fisher said QCANESelect was a useful tool that could help to maximise 

productivity from variety selection and therefore provide benefit for growers and millers. 

QCANESelect can be found on the SRA website at http://tools.sugarresearch.com.au/

QCANESelect and it provides interactive, up-to-date advice and information on varieties for 

individual situations. 

“It simplifies the process of choosing a variety,” Mr Fisher said. “Growers can define the 

characteristics and concerns for their farm such as soil type or disease concerns and 

receive information on varieties that are available and meet their individual requirements. 

“QCANESelect provides a wealth of reports on the actual performance of varieties from mill 

data, and we encourage everyone to make the most of this free online resource. Growers 

can develop a whole farm plan for varieties to help them calculate the amounts of clean 

seed they need to obtain this year for planting in one or two years’ time.” 

An SRA survey of growers earlier this year discovered that 91% of growers have heard of QCANESelect and 66% are using it. 

“There is an opportunity for the one third of growers who are not using to make the most of this valuable tool.” 

Grower Mark Savina farms on the northern edge of Cairns in Far North Queensland and uses QCANESelect each year when 

choosing varieties for his farm.  

“I find QCANESelect provides useful detail around how a variety may perform in relation to Pachymetra root rot or ratoon stunting 

disease, which is information that I need,” he said. “It provides not just information on cane yield in tonnes per hectare, but also a 

lot of intricacies on performance across a range of factors for your situation.” 

Mr Savina operates several lease farms as part of a business partnership, and said he found QCANESelect useful for choosing 

varieties for these properties, where historical farming knowledge was much less than the usual family farm. 

“We have soil maps for these farms, so it is very helpful in that situation for example when matching a variety to a soil type,” Mr 

Savina said. 

“I also find it interesting being able to look at varieties that we don’t have and see how they perform in other regions.” 

Cairns grower Mark Savina says 
QCANESelect can be a useful tool to 

assist variety selection 

Car collides with cane train 
The rail safety message of last week’s Rail Safety Week 

appears to have fallen on deaf ears in the Burdekin with two 

collisions with cane trains in the past week. 

On Tuesday a car collided with a cane train near Brandon, 

closing the road for hours as a crane was required to recover the 

locomotive.   

A similar incident occurred on Saturday in Airville.  

Motorists are asked to not put their lives and the lives of others 

in danger.   Police urge everyone to take the time to wait for 

trains at crossings. If the lights are flashing, do not proceed 

through the crossing.  

http://cp.mcafee.com/d/5fHCNEi6gUedEIcCzAQsII3xO9KVJd5dxVxVdBASCyCMYMYCesdFEFIfcf9II6QQkPhOZtcsYYrgYx7hkwT53U0GSMYz6FzUQVvJrdSS7AoRcv6DbZHpJeVEVRB1Z_HYC--Oqen-LsKDtxDDTPhOUYDORQX8EGThpVkffGhBrwqrhdECXYOYZsQszDT4rCXCM0sWRfFR6OeNzZfSdyvbZHu0e920c6xzP_JcSgmtZRTU
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/5fHCNEi6gUedEIcCzAQsII3xO9KVJd5dxVxVdBASCyCMYMYCesdFEFIfcf9II6QQkPhOZtcsYYrgYx7hkwT53U0GSMYz6FzUQVvJrdSS7AoRcv6DbZHpJeVEVRB1Z_HYC--Oqen-LsKDtxDDTPhOUYDORQX8EGThpVkffGhBrwqrhdECXYOYZsQszDT4rCXCM0sWRfFR6OeNzZfSdyvbZHu0e920c6xzP_JcSgmtZRTU
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Growers support recognised on local news 
Cane farmers in the Burdekin have been recognised on WIN 

local Townsville news Thursday night with a news items on the 

farmers efforts to help CORES. 

COmmunity Response to Eliminating Suicide (CORES) is a local 

not-for-profit organisation trying to prevent suicide by giving 

locals the knowledge to see and understand the signs before it’s 

too late and lives are lost. 

Click here to watch the news item that outlines the growers of 

the Burdekin’s commitment to preventing suicide by donating 

half a cent per  tonne of their cane crushed. 

Growers are still able to donate through the voluntary levy by 

completing the deduction authority available here.   One off 

donations can be made by contacting Ross Romeo, CORES 

Facilitator on 0427 455 313. 

CORES have obtained DGR (deductible gift recipient) status which means donations can be claimed as tax deductions. 

https://www.facebook.com/WINNewsTownsville/videos/1190202577662143/?fref=nf
http://files.canegrowers.com.au/Burdekin/canenewslinks/BKN%20Region%20-%20CORES%20Levy%20Deduction.docx.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/WINNewsTownsville/videos/1190202577662143/?fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/WINNewsTownsville/videos/1190202577662143/?fref=nf
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Solar powered cameras 
to protect your property 

ATF Services has established a new division that has 

developed highly effective Solar Powered Cameras for use in 

areas that have no access to power.   ATF Vision have a range 

of cameras that can be used in a large number of applications 

from employee safety to protection of your property. 

The cameras are an outdoor video surveillance system for hire 

that can be rapidly deployed so you can secure your site in a 

very short period of time. No power is required for the cameras 

to operate as they include solar power feeding into battery 

backup. It features sophisticated technology for rugged and 

remote environments. The cameras can provide full colour 

video during the day and infrared video at night. Anti-tamper 

and shock detectors are included on the camera to prevent 

vandalism. 

These cameras have been installed on sites throughout 

Australia and New Zealand to great effect in eliminating theft 

and vandalism.   

John Marsh-Brown the principle of ATF Vision North 

Queensland said "... We have a number of these cameras 

installed in and around Townsville. The introduction of this 

technology has been a large factor in eliminating theft on the 

sites they are being used. It's a simple fact that thieves and 

vandals do not like having their images captured." 

The system is easy to use remotely from your smartphone or 

tablet and 24 hour remote live monitoring is provided. 

The remote monitoring team will notify police or response units 

within seconds of an attempted theft or incident being detected. 

If you would like to know more about this technology contact 

John on 0423 827 811. 
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The above article is from the 17 August edition of the Australian CANEGROWER magazine. 

If you are not a member of CANEGROWRS and would like to subscribe to the Australian CANEGROWER a 

subscription form can be found here.  (Members receive a copy of the magazine with their membership). 

http://www.canegrowers.com.au/icms_docs/72537_Australian_Canegrower_subscription_form.pdf
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PAUL’S YARD PAUL’S YARD 
CLEAN UPCLEAN UP  

ABN: 41 677 579 848ABN: 41 677 579 848  
  

  

  

  

  

  

FREE QUOTES 

Phone 0416 952 932Phone 0416 952 932  
Paul Felesina of PAUL’S YARD CLEAN UP 

PULL DOWN THOSE OLD SHEDS 

PULL OUT THOSE OLD TANK STANDS 

CLEAN THE PLACE UP 

QSL market 
update 
By Shaun Tupou,  
QSL Treasury Analyst 
 

Sugar 

It was another inside session of 

trade for raw sugar futures, with 

yesterday’s rally almost erased. 

Narrow trade ranges and light 

volumes highlighted the generally 

weaker session. The Oct 15 

contract opened higher before 

ratcheting to the session’s high of 

10.80c/lb. A sharp weakening in 

the Brazilian Real (3.50 from 

3.45) ensured the entire board 

finished up on the back foot. 

Spread activity featured a 

strengthening to -115 points to 

then settle near the open at -120. 

 Currency  

The Aussie dollar managed a 

bounce overnight on some US 

dollar weakness – 0.7313 to 

0.7375. Similarly, the USD and 

US interest rates declined 

following the Federal Open 

Market Committee (FOMC) 

minutes which created some 

uncertainty over a September 

rate hike. The Fed mentioned that 

policy makers need to see 

continued improvements in the 

labour market and more 

importantly, inflation, before 

making a move on rates. 

Additionally, of no support were 

the softer-toned Consumer Price 

Index (CPI) numbers that came 

out last night prior to the FOMC’s 

minutes. Today we have no key 

data out, with focus on tomorrow 

morning’s China Caixin 

manufacturing Purchasing 

Managers Index (PMI) number. 

PMI is an indicator of the 

manufacturing sector’s economic 

health and is based on new 

orders, inventory levels, 

production, supplier deliveries 

and the employment 

environment. 
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CANEGROWERS 
Queensland … taking up 

the fight on all issues 
affecting cane farmers  

For the week ending 17 August 2015 

New focus for 
breeding program to 
deliver optimum cane 
varieties into the 
future 
An industry reference group has worked with Sugar 

Research Australia’s (SRA) sugarcane breeding program 

to ensure that future sugarcane varieties deliver 

characteristics that will improve grower and miller 

profitability. 

The group of 12 people, appointed by the Australian Sugar 

Industry Alliance (ASA), has reviewed how individual traits 

of sugarcane varieties (such as CCS, tonnes of cane, 

disease resistance, and others) are weighted in the 

industry’s variety development program. 

Selecting and delivering the best possible varieties are 

based on each of these traits having an economic value.   

“Growers and millers have come together through this 

group to consider the weightings of traits for the breeding 

program, and this group has now told SRA what they want 

implemented as part of these changes,” SRA Executive 

Manager for Development, Dr Peter Allsopp, said.  

“This group has told us that the breeding program must 

maximise profitability for the entire industry and, with this 

as their focus, they have endorsed specific changes to the 

weightings of traits.”  

Notable changes to the weightings are the inclusion of a 

ratoonability index and more emphasis on cane yield. 

“This reflects the different production environment to the 

early 2000s, where now many mills have excess capacity 

and it makes economic sense to utilise that capacity,” Dr 

Allsopp said. “The overall focus is on maximising profit to 

the industry.” 

The review considered a range of important issues and 

specific traits and the weightings have been tailored to the 

specific needs of local industry (Northern, Herbert, 

Burdekin, Central, and Southern Queensland, with 

northern NSW yet to be finalised).  

This information is being communicated with growers and 

millers throughout the second half of 2015.  

The SRA plant breeding program continues to be a core 

component of SRA’s R&D investment and has the aim of 

delivering optimum economic outcomes for sugarcane 

growers and millers. 

Electricity 

 Coordinating meeting with National Irrigators Council 

ahead of commencing work on submission to Ergon's tariff 

structure review. 

 Hugh Grant and Craig Memery are being engaged to 

complete the Energy Consumers Australia funded project. 

 CANEGROWERS welcomed the Queensland 

Government decision to rebate the fixed cost component 

of electricity prices paid for irrigation use in SEQ on bills 

up to the first bill issued after 15 July following the 

retrospective lifting of the drought declaration in the 

region. 

Trade  

 The Australian Sugar Industry Alliance (ASA) Trade 

Committee met.  In addition to TPP, two key issues are 

emerging: the terms of Australian sugar access to 

Indonesia and the impact of India's export subsidy 

program. 

 CANEGROWERS met with DFAT officials to progress 

both issues. 

 A TPP advocacy program for sugar is being developed 

ahead the next and possibly final Ministerial meeting. 

Marketing 

 CANEGROWERS discussed the marketing issue with the 

President of Mitr Phol and CEO of MSF Sugar. 

 The ACCC advises it is still considering the concerns 

CANEGROWERS raised early last year about mills' 

misuse of market power. 

Transport 

 Queries on conditional registration for tracked harvesters 

to be able to use the road reserve legally were 

investigated. A condition of the conditional registration is 

that a mass permit is required. 

 Communication with NHVR to clarify the options to 

challenge the conditions applied to permits by road 

managers. 

 Communication with NHVR with regard to a regional 

council refusal to consent to changes in the trial notice 

conditions. 

 Communication with TMR with regard to individual permit 

queries. 
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Pricing information 

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices 

published on the QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated 

regularly and provides a sense of how the QSL-managed pools are performing 

over the current season.   

  Gross $/Tonne IPS     

Net 

2015 Season $335 $315 

2016 Season $383 $363 

2017 Season $420 $400 

Estimated QSL 2015 Pool Prices 

As at 14 August 2015 

 $/Tonne IPS 

GROSS 

QSL Harvest Pool $351 

QSL Actively Managed Pool $368 

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool $405 

QSL US Quota Pool $686 

QSL 2-season Forward Pool 2015 $413 

QSL 3-season Forward Pool 2015 $431 

QSL 2-season Forward Pool 2016 $407 

QSL 3-season Forward Pool 2016 $420 

2015 Season Advances & Payments 

as at 10 August 2015 

* paid 

The Advance Program is a guide only. CANEGROWERS Burdekin takes no 

responsibility for its accuracy.  It only applies to growers who did not forward 

price for 2013 (the default method).  Growers who have forward priced for 

2013 will be paid the same percentage of their final expected proceeds.  For 

individual advance rates check your grower forecast on the Wilmar website.  

  
$/tonne IPS 

% estimated 

return 

Initial * $227   

20 August 15 $243   

22 October 15 $261   

17 December 15 $280   

21 January 16 $292 80.0% 

18 February 16 $301 82.5% 

17 March 16 $310 85.0% 

21 April 16 $319 87.5% 

19 May 16 $328 90.0% 

23 June 16 $346 95.0% 

Final Payment $365 100% 

Waterfind Burdekin 

Haughton WSS Water 

Market Summary  

Allocations 

Dam Storage 

The above information is provided by Waterfind.  The 

information provided is of a general nature only and must not 

be relied upon in substitution for professional advice. 

Waterfind accepts no responsibility for the accuracy, 

completeness or timeliness of any information provided. For 

more information click here. 

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices 

as at 21 August 2015 

http://bit.ly/Waterfind
http://bit.ly/Waterfind
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Week ending 21 August 2015 

Often when QSL talks to growers about their Pricing 
Pool options, we refer to the 1:2:2:1 pricing 
exposure ratio. This week we explain how we use 
this ratio to help manage price risk across the 
season. 

The 1:2:2:1 pricing exposure ratio refers to how QSL spreads 
our pricing activities for Committed Sugar Pools across the 
season by allocating set portions of sugar against the four ICE 
11 futures positions: July, October, March and May, as shown 
below. Remember, each ICE 11 futures delivery month 
notionally prices a 10-week shipping window within which the 
buyer of the futures contract must present their vessel for 
loading at the seller’s port. 

How is the 1:2:2:1 ratio used? 

 This pricing ratio enables Growers and Millers to make their 

own forward pricing decisions without having to know the 
actual amount of pricing required against each position by 
our customers. 

 The 1:2:2:1 profile means six futures lots will be priced 

using one July futures contract, two October futures 
contracts, two March futures contracts and one May futures 
contract.   

Why was this ratio chosen? 

 It reflects the general pattern used for shipments to 

customers (the four delivery contracts shown above). 

 While the sugar quantities can vary from year to year, the 

shipments against the July contract are generally limited to 
reflect the uncertainty around the availability of sugar until 
crushing is well under way.  

 Approximately two thirds of the crop will be shipped against 

the October and March positions, where availability is 
certain.  

 The use of the storage at the BSTs allows QSL to optimize 

shipments to customers and get the best price.  

 The balance is shipped against the May futures positions.  

Other considerations 

 The amount of sugar that has to be priced against each 

position must match what is shipped and sold to 
customers.  

 At the start of the season the actual quantity that will be 

shipped against each position is unknown until sales are 
made to customers. QSL generally manages this difference 
through the Harvest Pool.  The example below explains 
how this works. 

Let’s assume QSL has 2 million tonnes of raw sugar to market 
for the 2015 Season and Committed Sugar makes up 1,200,000 
tonnes of this, or 60%. The remaining 800,000 tonnes, or about 
40%, will be priced by the Harvest Pool.  

Therefore, overall pricing activity may look like this: 

The Harvest Pool 

 The QSL Harvest Pool works to balance the difference 

between the volume of sugar that has been priced using 
the 1:2:2:1 ratio and the actual total of sales made to 
customers against each position, which is determined by 
customer demand and where QSL can get the best price. 

 One of the benefits of the Harvest Pool is that within the 

constraints of the Production Buffer system QSL can 
change the amount of sales made against a futures 
position to try and get the best price.   

This is just one of the ways QSL optimizes the marketing plan 
to get the best value for all participants who have their sugar 
marketed by QSL. Our RSSA Marketing Guide, available at our 
website www.qsl.com.au provides further details about how we 
manage price risk. 

The 1:2:2:1 of managing price risk  

 Sales to 
customers 

Committed 
Sugar 

Harvest Pool 

JULY 201525 300,000 200,000 100,000 
OCTOBER 2015 650,000 400,000 250,000 
MARCH 2016 750,000 400,000 350,000 
MAY 2016 300,000 200,000 100,000 
 2,000,000 1,200,000 800,000 

 

Today’s Market 21.08.15 

Prompt  
OCT15 

ICE #11 

AUD 
Tonnes 

Actual 

AUD 
Tonnes 

IPS 

Spot 
Foreign 

Exchange 

$A 

 10.62 c/

lb 

$317 $307 73.37 US 
cents 

http://www.qsl.com.au
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DATES TO 

REMEMBER 

 

Harvest Management 

Meeting,  Tuesday 25 

August, Ph Wayne on 

4790 3604 if you have 

any issues you would like 

raised at the meeting 

Burdekin Productivity 

Services Annual General 

Meeting, Tuesday 25 

August, 2pm @ Ayr 

Showgrounds  

BBIFMAC Meeting, 

Monday 28 August, 

9.30am @ Burdekin 

PCYC 

Energy Savers workshop, 

Tuesday 8 September, 

2pm-4pm @ DAF 343 

Old Clare Road, RSVP to 

3851 6439 

@BurdekinCANE 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd 

www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au 

https://twitter.com/burdekincane
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Canegrowers-Burdekin-Limited/365513130247968?ref=hl
http://www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au
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QFF & 
NFF 

Updates 

CANEGROWERS 

is an active 

member of 

National Farmers’ 

Federation (NFF) 

and Queensland 

Farmers 

Federation 

(QFF) , a 

partnership 

through which we 

have been able to 

concentrate and 

leverage 

influence in areas 

of importance to 

the cane 

industry.  As part 

of a range of 

services, NFF & 

QFF provides a 

range of 

information, 

including weekly 

cross-commodity 

updates.   

China-Australia Free Trade Agreement: Update 
NFF President Brent Finlay and Deputy Chief Executive Tony Mahar this week met with key 
stakeholders from the Australian Labor Party – including Senator Penny Wong, Joe Ludwig MP, Joel 
Fitzgibbon MP and Senator Glenn Sterle – to discuss the implementation of the China FTA. The 
discussions were an opportunity to highlight the farm sector’s serious concern over the union’s scare 
campaign on labour arrangements and to advocate for an early ratification of the agreement.  

The NFF is working with member organisations, such as the Australian Dairy Farmers, to advocate 
for a swift ratification without delay, so that agricultural industries can start to take advantage of a 
double tariff reduction – firstly on implementation and then again on 1 Jan 2016. 

In addition to direct advocacy efforts, the NFF is working on a number of initiatives to highlight the 
benefits of a China FTA to the farm sector and, more broadly, the Australian community. For more 
information, please contact Tony Mahar. 

World Trade Organization (WTO) Dispute Settlement 
System 
The NFF and CANEGROWERS this week participated in a roundtable discussion examining the 
World Trade Organization (WTO) dispute settlement system, and Australia’s use and future 
engagement in the system.  

WTO disputes are considered a ‘routine-use’ of the WTO system by members to enforce their rights. 
These disputes are regularly initiated without repercussions to broader political or business 
relationships, or between Members with strong bilateral relationships.  

Australia has participated as a third party in over 90 cases and Australians have occupied 45 panel 
positions. Our nation has used the WTO dispute settlement system comparably less than other WTO 
members. Since 1995, Australia has initiated seven disputes and faced 15 disputes as a respondent. 
However, no disputes have been initiated by Australia in the past decade.  

The NFF believes it is timely to consider Australia’s lack of dispute initiation in the WTO over the past 
decade. There is also a view that Australia could be missing opportunities to gain additional 
commercial or policy outcomes in line with the national interest by not initiating such claims. These 
discussions are ongoing and NFF will continue to consider if Australia is utilising the WTO to its 
greatest benefit, and any implications should the Government decide to take a stronger stance in the 
WTO. For more information, please contact Tony Mahar.  

NFF & PMA-ANZ Overseas Workers Forum 
The National Farmers’ Federation (NFF) and the Produce Marketing Association Australia-New 
Zealand (PMA A-NZ) this week jointly hosted an industry forum to discuss the importance of 
overseas workers to the Australian agricultural sector.  

The forum was held in Canberra and attended by key stakeholders across the fresh food supply 
chain, including farmer representative groups, retailers, unions, overseas workers, academics, HR 
providers, social welfare organisations, government and political representatives.  

For some time, the NFF has been working toward a best practice scheme for agricultural 
employment and labour contracting. However, the forum represented the beginning of a national 
conversation on workforce sustainability in the fresh food industry. 

The high level of participation reflected the level of interest, allowing a diverse range of stakeholders 
and industry leaders to come together and engage in a free exchange of ideas. The forum reinforced 
the need to deliver meaningful measures to better protect overseas workers, while ensuring 
agriculture has a sustainable workforce for the future. For more, please see our release here.   

Post-2020 Emissions Reduction Target 
The Federal Government this week released its proposed post-2020 emissions reduction target (26-
28% by 2030) to take to the United Nations Climate Change Conference to be held in Paris this 
December.  

Australian agriculture recognises the importance of the issue and is actively taking steps across a 
range of commodities to help reduce emissions. Meeting these expectations will require a consistent 
policy environment that provides certainty to business and facilitates long-term investment to see 
agriculture meet its full potential.  

mailto:tmahar@nff.org.au
mailto:tmahar@nff.org.au
http://www.nff.org.au/read/5032/fresh-food-industry-unites-on-workforce.html
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You can join the QSL mailing list 

to receive weekly updates from 

QSL as well as other QSL news 

and information. 

To join the mailing list  click here. 

The July edition of the World Association of Beet and Cane 

Growers flash Market Report is available here. 

It’s vital that agriculture and other trade exposed sectors are not put at a competitive disadvantage by policies to achieve such 
targets. Leading up to this, NFF has worked closely with the taskforce from Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet, who were 
charged with providing advice to Government on measures to achieve these targets.  

The NFF remains committed to working with Government on the delivery of effective and efficient methods to reduce emissions 
across farming systems. For more, see our statement here.  

NFF Infrastructure Taskforce 
The NFF Infrastructure Taskforce held its first meeting in Canberra on Tuesday 11 August, 2015. Discussions were constructive, 
and focussed on several key themes, including: 

 The role of the Taskforce – with agreement that all infrastructure types will be considered, including transport, water, energy, 

communications and community infrastructure – but with a focus on transport and supply chains. 

 The work of CSIRO, and possible assistance they can provide in prioritising national priority projects in the agricultural supply 

chain. 

 Focus areas for NFF infrastructure policy – including funding and financing, regulation and project prioritisation. 

The Taskforce is aiming to develop a detailed policy platform on infrastructure for consideration by Members Council. 

For more information, please contact NFF General Manager of Rural Affairs and Agribusiness, Charles Thomas.    

Lateline ‘Digital Divide’ Story 
The recently aired ABC Lateline story on Australia’s digital divide, is an insight into the digital roadblocks experienced by families 
living in rural and remote Australia. The story takes a look into the interim satellite service, a system which is struggling to keep up 
with demand and is causing ‘shaping’, where users go over their data limit and are charged excessive fees.  

The NFF is working through the Regional Telecommunications Review to have the Government model demand under the Long 
Term Satellite Solution to ensure capacity will meet the farm sector’s requirements. 

To watch the video, please see here.  

Andrew Robb National Press Club Address 
Minister for Trade and Investment Andrew Robb addressed the National Press Club on Wednesday 12 August on ‘Trade and 
Investment: A Formula for Growth’. The Address weighed heavily on the key priorities for the trade portfolio, including ratif ication 
of the ChAFTA, upcoming FTAs and the TPP.  

During the address, the Minister referred to the NFF’s ChAFTA release, which highlights the importance of the agreement, and 
dismisses claims by certain groups to hold back ratification. Robb also made reference to the MLA-developed, True Aussie, 
saying that Australia’s reputation is considered ‘gold premium’ in Asia, and needs to be underpinned by strong branding and 
positioning in the marketplace. For the full transcript, please see here.  

ALEC seeking Media and Communications Manager 
The Australian Livestock Exporters’ Council (ALEC) is looking for a dynamic and enthusiastic individual to manage their 
communication and media activities. The ideal candidate will have recent newsroom experience and well-developed relationships 
with the media. Strong experience of social media is also highly desirable. For more info, please see here. For a full position 
description, please contact Alison Penfold.   

http://www.qsl.com.au/news-media/sign-news
http://files.canegrowers.com.au/queensland/flashmarket/FlashMarket-2015-07.pdf
http://www.nff.org.au/read/5033/post-2020-emissions-reduction-target-statement.html
mailto:cthomas@nff.org.au
http://www.abc.net.au/lateline/content/2015/s4292363.htm
http://trademinister.gov.au/speeches/Pages/2015/ar_sp_150812.aspx
http://www.seek.com.au/job/29101434
mailto:ceo@livexcouncil.com.au


Contact Us 

HEAD OFFICE 

141 Young Street, Ayr 

bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm   

Fri:  9am - 3pm                                                                                                    

4790 3600  PROJECT & TRAINING CENTRE  

CANEGROWERS Hall,  

68 Tenth Street, Home Hill 

 

Debra Burden General Manager 0417 709 435 

4790 3603 

Wayne Smith Manager: Member Services 0428 834 802 

4790 3604 

Michelle Andrews 

JP (Qual) 

Manager: Finance & Admin 4790 3602 

Tiffany Giardina Payroll & Administration 4790 3601 

Martine Bengoa Insurance Consultant 4790 3605 

0408 638 518 

Email address:  firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au 

DIRECTORS  

Phil Marano 

Chair 

marano@bigpond.com 0404 004 371 

David Lando 

Deputy Chair 

david@landoandsons.com.au 0417 770 345 

Russell Jordan jorfar@exemail.com.au 0427 768 479 

Owen Menkens owen_menkens@hotmail.com 0409 480 179 

Steven Pilla mpbella@bigpond.com.au 0417 071 861 

Roger Piva rogerdpiva@gmail.com 0429 483 815 

Sib Torrisi sibbyt58@bigpond.com 0429 827 196 

Arthur Woods artywoods1@bigpond.com 0415 961 945 

canenews  is read by the majority of Burdekin cane 

farmers and their families in the Burdekin.  Copies 

are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS Offices, 

businesses, industry, politicians, Government 

Agencies and members of the community. 

 

Published Weekly by: 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited 

 

ABN:    43 114 632 325 

Postal Address:   PO Box 933,  AYR  QLD  4807 

Telephone:   (07) 4790 3600 

Facsimile:   (07) 4783 4914 

Email:    bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

 

Please direct all advertising enquiries and materials 

to the above. 

Disclaimer 

In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our” 

means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our 

directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter 

has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do 

our very best to present information that is correct and 

accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or 

representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or 

accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter, 

for any purposes. 

Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be 

excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss, 

damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of 

the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information 

appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole 

responsibility and risk associated with the use and results 

of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you 

agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage 

whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of, 

or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We 

recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any 

information provided in this newsletter. 

Burdekin Cane Auditors—Workplace Coordinators 

Site Name Email Phone 

Inkerman Vicki Lewis vicki@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4782 1020 

Kalamia Ray Collinson ray@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4783 0319 

Pioneer Geraldine Cantarella geraldine@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4782 5346 

Invicta Mark Saunders mark@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4782 9153 


