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Wilmar have announced that John Pratt will replace 

Craig Doyle as Executive General Manager—North 

Queensland. 

See below for the Wilmar announcement. 

WILMAR EXECUTIVE GENERAL MANAGER 
ANNOUNCED 

 

 

 

 

Members Information 
Meeting  

& BBQ Lunch 
 

Thursday 29th August 
10.30am - 1.00pm 

Meeting 
1.00pm - 2.00pm 

 BBQ Lunch 
CANEGROWERS Hall 

Home Hill 
 

Guest Speaker 
 

Craig Doyle - Sucrogen 
Executive General Manager, 

Cane Products 
Craig will provide an update on 
this year’s crush and on recent 

happenings at Wilmar 
 

RSVP to Tiffany on 4790 3600 

before Tuesday 27th August 
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3,299,656 

tonnes 

2013 

estimate 

7,440,000 

2013 SEASON CRUSHING STATISTICS 

Unfilled Bins 

The graph on the right 

shows the number of 

unfilled bins per week by 

mill, with the table below 

showing the estimated 

tonnes lost from the 

unfilled bins based in the 

weekly average bin size 

per mill. 

Season to date there 

have been 31,280 

unfilled bins  which 

approximates to  92,350 

tonnes. 

Approx Tonnes Impacted By Unfilled Bins 
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Crush Week

Burdekin Tonnes Cut Per Week

Inkerman

Kalamia

Pioneer

Invicta

Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7 Week 8 Week 9 Week 10 Total

Invicta 4683 6618 3998 3853 9756 3534 5727 4277 5224 2541 42446

Pioneer 2539 1629 1974 152 950 460 865 684 768 269 9253

Kalamia 9677 3850 576 454 146 107 185 424 209 471 15418

Inkerman 4725 693 1585 1794 768 1628 1205 1019 1302 1030 13417

Total per week 21624 12789 8133 6253 11621 5729 7982 6404 7503 4311 80535
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Estimated Tonnes From Unfilled Bins

Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7 Week 8 Week 9 Week 10

Invicta 813 1155 673 652 1685 593 974 720 893 430

Pioneer 513 329 398 30 187 92 171 137 156 54

Kalamia 1589 627 92 72 23 17 29 66 33 74

Inkerman 717 105 238 267 114 243 179 153 194 153

Total per week 3632 2216 1401 1021 2009 945 1353 1076 1276 711
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6 Points to Understanding Ravensdown 
Fast Facts: 

 
 We are a not-for-profit company. 100% grower owned with any profits returned to growers. 
 RFA is open to all cane farmers (and all other farm types including horticulture) 
 Joining is a single, one-off payment of $100 (not annual and not per tonne). This buys 100 RFA shares and 

brings you into the cooperative. 
 If you become a member of RFA you are entitled to rebates on every tonne of fertiliser purchased. 
 We will always supply Queensland farmers with quality fertiliser at lowest sustainable cost.  

 

6 Steps; How, What, Who, Where, When and Why 
 

1. How do I Join RFA? 
 Call Mark Whitten on 0437 748 856 

 Fill in a credit and shareholder application 

 Make the one-off payment of $100 
 

2. What Product and Rate? 
 Grab a Ravensdown soil test kit and take a sample or simply tell us what you want.  

 Any blend is available. If we don’t have it on our standard list, we’ll blend it free of charge. 

 If you want a recommendation or advice, we can provide it. 
 

3. Who do I call to Order? 
 Order by either calling Mark, Paul Cullen (transporter) or the customer centre 

 Orders need to be a minimum of 6t. Orders between 6-11t will incur a $5/t handling fee.  
 

4. Where, What, When, How - is delivery made? 

 Paul Cullen is our primary transporter for the Burdekin area. Paul can carry a maximum of 25t per load and 
his truck is fitted with a hi-ab for easy unload. 

 At non-peak times allow 2-3 days between order and dispatch. At peak time allow a maximum of 7 days. 
 

5. When do I Pay? 
 Payment terms are on the 20th of the next month. So if you are invoiced on the 1st of the month, you can 

potentially receive 50 days credit.  
 CanePlan offers extended payment terms and credit options. This can be split or deferred over 4 

months @ 1% per month. 
 

6. What about Rebates and Shares? 
 You will receive rebates on each tonne of fertiliser purchased. 

 Rebates are given based on the growth and profit of the cooperative.  

 You will receive Bonus Shares on each ton of fertiliser purchased as the equity of the Company grows.  

 1 share = $1 AUD we are not a listed company so shares can’t be bought, sold or traded. Shares can be 
cashed in once you stop farming or cease trading with RFA for a period of 5 years. We use capital from 
shares to reinvest into the company. Example $1.5m upgrade to our blending and bagging plant. 

 

Every tonne counts! 
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 Burdekin better 

off with 
Ravensdown  
Bruce Keenan, Regional 
Manager at Ravensdown, 
explains the benefit of 
growers owning their own 
fertiliser provider  
 
The message that Burdekin cane 
growers are better off with 
Ravensdown is catching on with 
more customers than ever before 
signing up with the fertiliser 
provider in the region.  
 
One of the benefits of owning 
your own fertiliser provider rather 
than buying from a private 
company is that prices for all 
fertilisers are forced to come 
down for all growers.  Of course, 
the opposite is true too. If 
Ravensdown were not here 
today, prices for cane growers 
would be higher and under 
pressure to rise.    
 
Recently we saw an example of 
just this kind of unwelcome price 
rise. Last year, Ravensdown had 
to pull out of the Rocky Point 
region because we were unable 
to find a store to replace our 
Brisbane facility. Unfortunately, 
the growers in that area are now 
paying $90 per tonne more than 
when Ravensdown was in that 
market.   
 
The best way to avoid anything 
similar here in the Burdekin is to 
support Ravensdown by buying 
your fertiliser from us. This helps 
ensure Ravensdown continues to 
operate at maximum efficiency 
and deliver grower-owned 
fertiliser prices.    

Local farmers reaping the benefits of 
Ravensdown 
 

Local cane farmer and Chair of CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd, Phil 
Marano is reaping the benefits of Ravensdown Fertiliser  Australia. 
 
Phil has supported Ravensdown from it’s entry in the Queensland 
market  in 2009.  Phil joined Ravensdown because farmers were being 
gouged by the high fertiliser prices by national fertiliser companies and 
has purchased all his fertiliser from Ravensdown since this time. 
 
Phil is aware that “in the first couple of years Ravensdown had minor 
teething problems, these have been worked through and now 
Ravensdown has exceptional quality product, exceptional quality 
service and exceptional pricing.” 
 
“It is more important now than ever to support and retain Ravensdown 
in the Burdekin.  We don't ever want to be in a position where we are 
held to ransom by fertiliser companies whose first priorities are profit.” 
 
Phil encourages all farmers to purchase their fertiliser from 
Ravensdown.  “I believe there is no reason why all fertiliser cannot be 
purchased through Ravensdown.  Growers need to play their part and 
purchase at least 50% of their fertiliser from Ravensdown.” 
 
It has never been easier to purchase Ravensdown Fertiliser, contact 
your local Account Manager today, Mark Whitten on 0437 748 856. 
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 Queensland’s record fertiliser sales fail to offset Western 

Australia losses 
 
Growers in Queensland bought the highest amount of their nutrients from Ravensdown Fertiliser Australia 
since the company was invited over by CANEGROWERS four years ago. 

 In 2012/13, existing and new members combined to increase sales volumes by 33% over the previous year. 
With this higher level of sales, there was a corresponding 31% increase in revenue. 

As part of a wider group, Ravensdown reported a net profit before tax of AUD $5m ($40m 2012). “This profit 
figure is a very disappointing result for the group as a whole,” said Greg Campbell, Chief Executive of 
Ravensdown. “Unlike our operation in Queensland which is seeing strong support, the businesses in Western 
Australia and South Australia lost $18m before tax.” 

Due to this disappointing result, the grower-owned fertiliser provider will not be paying a rebate to its 
shareholders in Queensland or New Zealand this year. As per contract commitments, a founding member 
rebate of $8 per tonne has been paid to those members who put up the capital to start the business. 

“From a profit and rebate perspective, it has been a far from typical year for us. This unacceptable result has 
already prompted decisive action,” says Greg. 

“We have initiated a wide-ranging strategic review with the aim of freeing up capital, reducing risk, improving 
operating profit and lowering our debt position. As previously announced, we are selling our stake in the 
South Australian joint venture Direct Farm Inputs and exiting the loss-making Western Australia business,” 
adds Greg. 

Net debt requirements were down AUD $78m and positive cash-flow from operations was up to $129m this 
year. “Our debt position is improving, so we can reinvest in our fixed assets, infrastructure and customer 
service initiatives,” says Greg. 

When factoring out the Australian businesses that are being sold, the profit before tax for continuing 
operations including RFA was $23m. 

“Thanks to the support of growers placing more of their tonnages with Ravensdown, there were plenty of 
highlights this year for RFA,” says Alan Thomson, General Manager Australia. “We recruited a new Townsville-
based Account Manager who will service the Burdekin and Herbert River Regions. Our customer survey rated 
us positively, especially on delivery and quality with the popular Customer Centre earning an 84% as a 
weighted average in terms of customer satisfaction,” adds Alan. 

The company continues to invest in infrastructure. “Local suppliers in Townsville are benefitting from 
Ravensdown’s $1.5 million investment in a new blending and bagging plant. Our new blending plant is being 
installed and will be operational this September. In addition, investment in a new bagging plant will offer 
improved efficiencies and reduce bagging costs while delivering faster bagging rates. 

“We’re committed to keeping prices competitive here in Queensland and every tonne helps. Certainly in 
specific locations where we have been forced to pull out, prices have risen almost immediately. For example 
when we left Rocky Point because we could not find an alternative store for our Brisbane facility, fertiliser 
went up $90 per tonne,” concludes Alan. 

“Our core fertiliser business remains strong, with recent currency and commodity movements putting 
Ravensdown in a solid financial position for the coming year.” 
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PAYROLL & HR 
UPDATE  

BY TIFFANY PALMER 

CANEGROWERS FEDERAL 
ELECTION CAMPAIGN 

CANEGROWERS is again taking to the small screen with its 
key platforms coming up to the Federal Election.  The 
television commercial will start airing 18 August and will run 
for two weeks, finishing before the political advertising 
blackout period just prior to the election on 7 September.  
You can preview the TV ad by clicking on the picture below: 
http://youtu.be/1-70copCznU 

The advertisement centres around the 'five i's for rebuilding 
the strength of the Australian sugarcane industry:  
 
1. Introduce measures: to reduce cost of production 
2. Invest: in world leading efficiency 
3. Improve: trade access to export markets 
4. Increase: research & development 
5. Introduce: an improved regulatory process for chemicals 

On 27 June 2013, the Fair Work Act Amendment Act 2013 
was passed.  The following are key changes brought in by the 
Act: 
 
 Family-friendly measures, effective 1 July 2013 
 Anti-bullying jurisdiction of Fair Work Commission 

(FWC), effective 1 January 2014 
 Penalty rate provisions in modern awards, effective 1 

January 2014 
 
The family-friendly measures include concurrent unpaid 
parental leave, that is both parents can take off 8 weeks 
unpaid parental leave; flexible work arrangements extending 
to other employees and consultation about changes to 
working hours (comes into operation on 1 January 2014). 
 
From the 1 January 2014, an employee who is bullied at work 
will be able to apply to the FWC for an order to stop the 
bullying. 
 
Also from the 1 January 2014, a new modern award objective 
will require the FWC (when making or varying modern 
awards) to take into account the need to provide additional 
remuneration for employees working overtime, irregular or 
unpredictable hours, weekend or public holidays or shifts. 

BURDEKIN SOILS PHOSPHORUS TRIAL 
BY DAVE OLSEN, RESEARCH AGRONOMIST,SUGAR RESEARCH AUSTRALIA 

A phosphorus trial is being undertaken in the Burdekin to 
investigating the most appropriate method for determining 
available phosphorus (P) in alkaline soils.   
 
The trial has 25 different Burdekin soils covering a wide 
geographical distribution and range of soil types. KQ228 has 
been planted in all 200 pots. Initial soil Phosphorus status 
was assessed by BSES-P, Colwell-P, PBI, and Fe-O 
impregnated strip tests and plant-P uptake together with P-
status in the soil have been monitored throughout the trial. 
 
 The trial has been running for 4 months with final 
destructive sampling to take place within the next couple of 
weeks. Results will be studied with reporting and 
recommendations to follow early in the new year. 
 
For more information contact Dave on 0478 142 630. 

http://youtu.be/1-70copCznU
http://youtu.be/1-70copCznU
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THE NEXT SIDING INDUCTIONS WILL BE HELD 
 
Date:  Thursday night  22nd August 
Time:  6.45 for a 7.00pm start 
Venue: CANEGROWERS Hall, 68 Tenth St Home Hill 
Cost:  $60 inc GST  
  (payable to Canegrowers prior to the session) 

Phone: 4782 1922 for course registration 

SAFETY UPDATE 
Electrical Safety Reminder 

 
Each year, around four people die in electrical incidents and 
more than 3000 dangerous electrical events and serious 
electrical incidents are reported to the Electrical Safety 
Office. 
 
Injuries and fatalities in the electrical industry are not 
restricted to touching live electrical parts, but also coming 
too close to electricity, falling from heights and working in 
confined spaces. A momentary lapse of attention can result 
in the severest of injuries or even death. 
 
Simple things like good induction, safety training, adequate 
supervision and having strong safety systems in place can 
go a long way to preventing workplace incidents. 
 
The Electrical Safety Office has launched a new film Forever 
young - Tim’s story.  The film focuses on the heart-
wrenching experiences of Bill Martin, whose son Tim died 
at the age of 17 after he received an electric shock at work. 
At the time of the incident, Tim was an electrical apprentice 
working on signage from an elevating work platform. The 
platform came too close to high voltage power lines, and a 
massive electrical current arced across the gap. Watch the 
film below. 

http://www.deir.qld.gov.au/workplace/safety-advocates/tim-martin/index.htm#.UgQ3OzCQbSg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fiXxnLWTdmo
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QSL UPDATE BY CARLA KEITH 
2013 Pool Performance  
 
Growers can monitor and track the performance of QSL’s 
pricing pools via the Price Pool Matrices, published on our 
website (www.qsl.com.au).  This information is updated 
every two weeks and is all about giving growers a sense of 
how the QSL-managed pools are performing over the current 
season.  The prices given are in Gross dollars/ IPS tonnes and 
don’t include a firm shared pool allocation and are current as 
at 26.07.13. 

QSL Advances Update  

The QSL Board regularly reviews the indicative Advances 

program to determine whether the scheduled payment 

increases still reflect expected earnings in light of actual 

performance. 

The initial advance percentage of 57.5 per cent was 

approved by the QSL Board at the April 2013 Board Meeting.  

At last month’s meeting the Board approved the scheduled 

advance payments of 60 per cent and 62.5 per cent for 

August and September 2013, respectively. While the 

Advances percentages are the same for all QSL suppliers, the 

actual dollar amounts paid will vary from supplier to 

supplier, based on their weighted average pool values as 

determined at the end of July and August.   

The next review of the Advances program will take place at 

the September 2013 QSL Board meeting and will review the 

scheduled percentage increases for October and November 

payments. At this stage these are provisionally indicated at 

65 per cent and 67.5 per cent respectively. 

 It is important to note that the Advances program outlined 

below is indicative only and should not be taken as a 

commitment by QSL with regard to either the advance rate 

or the date of increase. The program may need to be 

adjusted during the season depending on movements in the 

marketing plan, sugar prices and currency movements, and 

the timing of cash flows. A miller’s positions in relation to 

any pricing elections may also impact the timing and size of 

advance payments.  

What the falling Aussie means for you ? 

Cathy and I have had a number of questions from growers in 

recent times regarding the impact of the falling Aussie dollar 

on the value of the sugar price.  QSL’s Executive Manager 

Risk Management Stephen Stone has advised that, assuming 

sugar prices don’t move substantially, each one-cent drop in 

the value of the Australian dollar against the US dollar 

increases the Australia sugar price by approximately $4 per 

tonne. This is great news, but it should be remembered that 

while QSL locks in prices, it also locks in exchange rates, so 

the dollar value for much of the 2013 crop has already been 

determined. The Actively Managed Pool is the only QSL pool 

where we can lift the FX cover. 

At this stage QSL has already managed much of the 2013 July 

and October contracts’ sugar and currency risk, meaning the 

production buffer in the Harvest Pool and the 2014 March 

and May contracts in the other QSL pools will benefit more 

from the lower Australian dollar and quite likely the 

consolidation in sugar futures. 

 
 

  2013 Gross 

QSL Harvest Pool $385 

QSL Discretionary Pool $390 

QSL Actively Managed Pool $398 

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool $391 

QSL US Quota Pool $462 

QSL 2 Season Forward Pool $426 

CANEGROWERS Insurance Brokers 

CANEGROWERS Insurance’s Helen Napier is on annual 

leave returning on Tuesday 27th August. 

While Helen is on leave Martine Bengoa will be assisting 

you with any queries. 

Is your insurance due next month?  Drop in a copy of 

your policy today and see what CANEGROWERS 

Insurance  can do for you. 

we will do our best to save you money! 

http://www.qsl.com.au
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CANEGROWERS WEATHER UPDATE  

Did you know the CANEGROWERS website has a section dedicated to weather?  When you log onto the website there is a 
weather tab at the end of the header bar.  Click on this, enter your postcode and the weeks forecast for your area will be 
displayed.  The forecast for Brandon is represented below. 
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CLASSIFIEDS 

If you wish to place a classified, email 

bdk@canegrowers.com.au  

with the details to be put in the next edition of the 

canenews 

Free of charge to members 

CHAIRS FOR HIRE 
 

CANEGROWERS Project and 

Training Centre 

 

$10 plus $0.50 per Chair  

Plus GST 

75 Available  

To book please phone 4782 1922 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 
 

22 August 
Siding Induction 

CANEGROWERS Project & Training Centre, Home Hill 
$60.00 inc GST 

Prepayment & Bookings essential 
Phone Gary 0438 747 596 

 

 
 

29 August 
Member Info Meeting & BBQ Lunch 

10.30am - 1.00pm Meeting 
1.00 - 2.00pm BBQ Lunch 

CANEGROWERS Hall, Home Hill 
 
 
 
 

21 November 
CANEGROWERS Burdekin AGM 
CANEGROWERS Hall, Home Hill 

Haulout Work Wanted  
HR Licence, previous experience  

Ph Luke 0477 832 261 

http://www.bses.com.au/page/library/videos  

How you can help us help you 

Please supply details of your Profit and Loss 

reports for the past 5 years to help show the 

government the impact of electricity price increase 

and the local council the impact of the increase of 

general rates. 

All information remains confidential, all identifying details will 

be removed from documents 

Haulout Work Wanted  
HC Licence, Previous experience 

Ph John: 0406 499 065 

Wanted to Buy 
Spray Boom 6 Row with Irvin Legs 

Phone Dan Smith 0419 718 560 

http://www.bses.com.au/page/library/videos
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PRICING INFORMATION 
2013 Season Advances & Payments 

as at 2 August 2013 

 

* paid 

+ scheduled 

 
The Advance Program is a guide only. CANEGROWERS Burdekin takes no 
responsibility for its accuracy.  It only applies to growers who did not 
forward price for 2013 (the default method).  Growers who have forward 
priced for 2013 will be paid the same percentage of their final expected 
proceeds.  For individual advance rates check your grower forecast on 
the Wilmar website.  

 

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices 

as at 15 August 2013 

 
 

 

Estimated QSL Pool Prices 

As at 12 July 2013 

See www.qslcom.au for more information 

  
$/tonne IPS 

% estimated 

return 

Initial * $219   

22 August 13 $235   

26 September 13 $244   

24 October 13 $254   

21 November 13 $264   

19 December 13 $274   

23 January 14 $277 72.5% 

20 February 14 $286 75% 

20 March 14 $306 80% 

24 April 14 $325 85% 

22 May 14 $344 90% 

26 June 14 $363 95% 

Final Payment $382 100% 

  Gross Net 

2013 Season $420 $396 

2014 Season $440 $416 

2015 Season $460 $436 

 $/Tonne IPS GROSS 

2013 Harvest Pool $384 

2013 Guaranteed Floor Price Pool $391 

2013 Actively Managed Pool $398 

2013 Discretionary Pool $390 

2013 US Quota pool $432 

2013 Forward Season Pool $429 
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NFF Trade Committee meets in Canberra 

The NFF Trade Committee chaired by President Duncan 
Fraser met on 31 July 2013 in Canberra. The key items for 
discussion were the status of the governments existing trade 
agenda and the priorities looking ahead. DFAT and DAFF 
officials attended to provide a summary of recent 
developments. The summary reported on the Korean and 
Japan Free Trade Agreement (FTA) negotiations - where 
there is little expected results at least until after the election. 
The China FTA - where it was reported that there has been a 
significant increase in momentum and willingness after a 
long period of no movement between the two countries. 
Finally, the Trans Pacific Partnership negotiations and more 
specifically the most recent round of negotiations held in 
Malaysia from 15 – 25 July 2013. 

DFAT advised that the TPP parties made solid progress 
across the text of the agreement and had productive 
discussions on a range of more challenging issues, as the 
negotiations entered an advanced stage. On 23 July 2013, 
TPP parties welcomed the newest member, Japan, to the 
negotiating table for the first time. Advice suggests Japan 
participated actively in the ongoing negotiations and showed 
readiness to integrate into the negotiations and keep up with 
their demanding pace. The existing eleven TPP parties 
endeavoured to facilitate Japan's integration into the 
negotiations, providing extensive briefing on the state of 
play, both generally and concerning specific issues as 
questions were raised. With Japan's participation, the TPP 
region now represents a market of a combined GDP of 
US$27 trillion, accounting for one third of global trade. 

With the negotiations now entering an advanced stage with 
challenging issues remaining on the table, the NFF Trade 
Committee was unanimous in requesting the NFF President 
lead a delegation of Australian commodity representatives 
(including pork, red meat, dairy, rice, sugar and grains) to 
the next round of negotiations to be held in Brunei from 24 - 
30 August 2013. The key focus will be to ensure negotiating 
countries understand the importance of reaching outcomes 
that are beneficial to Australian farmers and to seek 
liberalisation in key growth markets for Australian exports.  

The Committee also discussed the investigation of a Cairns 
Groups Farm Leaders meeting in parallel with the WTO 
Ministerial to be held in December 2013. The Ministerial is 
widely seen as the last opportunity for the WTO to achieve 
some minor outcomes on trade liberalisation including 
agriculture. As leader of the Cairns Group Farm Leaders, the 
NFF has the responsibility to engage other members of the 
Group and maintain support for a reduction in trade 
distorting measures in agriculture and to seek ongoing 
understanding of the importance of liberalised global trade in 
commodities to address issues such as food security, 
sustainability and social welfare. 

The Committee requested that the NFF President contact 
other Cairns Group Farm Leaders to seek their interest and 
feedback and if possible to invite them to meet in Bali in 
December as part of the WTO ministerial. 

For more information please contact Tony Mahar via 
tmahar@nff.org.au. 

Farm Finance Package 

NSW has this week joined Queensland and Victoria in 
offering concessional loans to producers under the 
Commonwealth’s Farm Finance package. As of 7 August 
2013 Rural Finance (Victoria) is reporting they have already 
received 65 applications and exceeded the $30 million 
allocated for year one of the program in that state. 
Applications in NSW opened on 6 August with round one 
closing on 30 September, while in Queensland applications 
for the first round of funding will open on 16 August and 
close on 31 October. Queensland has allocated $20 million 
to its first application round. In all states loan applications will 
be assessed on a first-come, first-served basis, and 
incomplete applications will not join the assessment queue 
until all required information is provided. For more 
information visit the DAFF website here. 

National Farmers’ FederationNational Farmers’ FederationNational Farmers’ Federation———UpdateUpdateUpdate   
RBA reduces interest rates to historic lows 

The NFF welcomed the Reserve Bank of Australia’s (RBA’s) 
decision to cut interest rates by a further 0.25 percent, 
bringing rates to yet another historic low at 2.5 percent.   

The cut takes rates down to the lowest they have been in 53 
years – generally good news for farmers, agribusinesses 
and indeed all borrowers - on the assumption that banks 
pass the rate cut on in full. 

The NFF released the July Agribusiness Loan Monitor 
following the RBA announcement, the last for the 2012-13 
financial year, showing that of the 0.75 percent interest rate 
cut provided by the RBA over the year, banks passed on 
between 0.40 and 0.65 percent.  

The RBA has proposed that the Australian economy has 
been growing a bit below trend over the past year and that 
this is expected to continue in the near term as the economy 
adjusts to lower levels of mining investment. The 
unemployment rate has edged higher. The Australian dollar 
has depreciated by around 15 per cent since early April, 
although it remains at a high level. It is possible that the 
exchange rate will depreciate further over time, which would 
help to foster a rebalancing of growth in the economy. The 
July Agribusiness Loan Monitor is available here. For more, 
read the NFF media release here.  

Biosecurity regulations 

Draft regulations for the approved arrangements and ballast 
water chapters of the proposed Biosecurity Bill 2013 have 
now been released, in addition to the previously released 
exposure drafts for the Biosecurity Import Risk Analyses and 
Inspector-General of Biosecurity. The Department of 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry welcomes comments, 
questions or feedback of the draft regulations at any time. 
The regulations will not proceed until the legislation is 
passed by Parliament, and a timeframe for this will be the 
responsibility of an incoming government. For more 
information contact the DAFF Liaison Officer Tim Lester on 
02 6269 5663. 

mailto:tmahar@nff.org.au
http://www.daff.gov.au/farmfinance
http://www.nff.org.au/publications.html#cat_2119
http://www.nff.org.au/read/4147/historic-low-in-interest-rates-welcome.html
mailto:tlester@nff.org.au
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REVIEW OF THE STRATEGIC CROPPING LAND 

FRAMEWORK 

THE Queensland Government is reviewing the Strategic 
Cropping Land Framework that commenced in January 
2012. When the SCL Act was introduced, it included a 
commitment to review the framework after two years. 
However, the Government has brought the review forward 
as a result of concerns expressed by landholders, the 
resources sector and development industry that the 
legislation is prescriptive and inflexible, and there are 
significant costs and time delays. 

The Department of Natural Resources and Mines (DNRM) 
has released a discussion paper, stating that the review is to 
improve effectiveness and to better align the framework with 
new statutory regional planning processes to protect priority 
agricultural areas and streamline legislation. The discussion 
paper outlines options to be considered by the review ahead 
of major reforms of the SCL Act. The issues canvassed in 
the discussion paper include: SCL trigger map and criteria, 
SCL validation process, protection and management areas, 
exceptional circumstances, mitigation arrangements and 
links to the protection of Priority Agricultural Areas under 
new regional plans. Submissions on the review are due with 
DNRM on 9 September 2013. Individuals can either 
complete a survey or submissions can be emailed to 
sclenquiries@dnrm.qld.gov.au. 

Queensland Farmers’ Queensland Farmers’ Queensland Farmers’ 

FederationFederationFederation———UpdateUpdateUpdate   

QFF SUBMISSION ON THE ERGON ELECTRICITY 

TARIFF REVIEW 

QFF welcomes Ergon’s initiative to open consultation ‘to 
identify and implement the most appropriate structures and 
sustainable network tariff solutions’ for customers. QFF 
members are highly dependent on electricity for irrigation, 
refrigeration and packing operations, which the QFF 
submission to this consultation points out. QFF sees that 
proposals outlined in the Consultation Paper could have 
significant implications for farming enterprises. Farming 
customers need tariffs that take into account their patterns of 
demand for electricity, which are often determined by 
variability in water access, market forces or animal welfare 
needs.  Often electricity use in agricultural production is not 
discretionary, or changing use patterns can pose risks to 
production. There also needs to be adequate incentive for off
-peak use of electricity and the opportunity to avoid the high 
costs of critical peak periods of electricity supply. 

Overall, the critical issue for irrigation farming is the 
affordability of electricity supply.  Ergon must provide tariffs 
that give customers more choice and greater control over 
their use of electricity and other energy options. However, 
little will be achieved with tariff restructuring, if the quantum 
of tariffs and the costs of supply from irrigation schemes and 
associated technology such as metering make irrigation 
farming unviable. The significant risk is that marginal cost 
impacts of higher electricity charges will force farmers to 
take steps such as relying more heavily on dryland farming 
with consequent impacts on productivity and eventually 
viability. The submission is available via the QFF website. 

DAFF Ag Finance Forum 

NFF participated in the DAFF Ag Finance Forum this week. 
The Ag Finance Forum is chaired by the Federal Agriculture 
Minister and has been in existence for fifteen years. The 
Forum provides a useful opportunity for government and 
industry to come together and discuss the general state of 
the sector and the prevailing financial conditions.  

This week NFF along with other members of the Forum, 
which include all of the major banks, DAFF, Australian 
Banking Association and Institute of Chartered Accountants 
discussed progression of the Farm Finance Package, the 
status of drought policy, the process to establish national 
debt mediation arrangements and changes to Farm 
Management Deposits. Outcomes included a summary of 
the commodity outlook and current farm debt levels. On the 
Farm Finance Package the Forum was advised that the 
election will not have an impact on the rollout but there are 4 
jurisdictions outstanding in terms of agreeing to the program. 
Based on discussions with states that have agreed to go 
ahead, the majority of the funding will go towards debt 
financing rather than any productivity improvements.  
Notification of a report being conducted by the ABA on 
access to finance and a report being completed by the 
National Water Commission on personal property securities 
register and the impact for water rights. For more information 
please contact Tony Mahar tmahar@nff.org.au or 62695653. 

National Farmers’ National Farmers’ National Farmers’ 

FederationFederationFederation———UpdateUpdateUpdate   

Caretaker conventions 

Now that the election has been called the government has 
moved into what is known as ‘caretaker’. During caretaker 
the business of government continues and ordinary matters 
of administration are still addressed. But governments have 
also followed a series of practices, known as the caretaker 
conventions, which aim to ensure that an incoming 
government is not bound or limited in its freedom of action by 
the activities of the previous government during the election 
period. The conventions apply to the executive government, 
which includes the Prime Minister, Cabinet, the Governor-
General and the public service. In particular, the conventions 
are that the government avoids: 

 Making major policy decisions that are likely to commit 
an incoming government 

 Making significant appointments 

 Entering major contracts or undertakings.  

There are also established practices which protect the 
apolitical nature of the public service and avoid the use of 
Commonwealth resources for the advantage of a particular 
political party. If circumstances require the government to 
make a major policy decision, significant appointment or 
enter into a contract during the caretaker period that would 
bind an incoming government, the relevant minister would 
usually consult their opposition counterpart beforehand.  

http://www.nrm.qld.gov.au/land/planning/pdf/strategic-cropping/scl-framework-review-discussion-paper.pdf
mailto:sclenquiries@dnrm.qld.gov.au
http://www.qff.org.au/policy-projects/submissions-fact-sheets/
mailto:tmahar@nff.org.au
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FARM FINANCE LOANS AVAILABLE FROM AUGUST 16  

ELIGIBLE primary producers can apply for loans under the 
Farm Finance package from August 16. The Commonwealth 
Government program is administered by the State through 
QRAA and makes available concessional loans at 4.5% 
(current rate) for up to five years at a value of up to 
$650,000, with a focus on restructuring debt. The loans are 
not specifically tied to drought or disaster assistance and for 
Queensland the package will make available $60 million 
over two years, meaning that it is expected between 100 and 
150 producers would be able to participate in the program. 
For more information visit www.qraa.qld.gov.au.  

QCA BEGINS REVIEW OF 2014-15 ELECTRICITY 

PRICES 

THE Queensland Competition Authority has initiated its 
review of regulated retail electricity prices for 2014-15 by 
releasing an Interim Consultation Paper. Click here for a 
copy of the paper. The closing date for submissions is 
September 6. It is expected that QCA will be conducting 
visits to some regional areas to seek responses for their 
review. 

Queensland Farmers’ FederationQueensland Farmers’ FederationQueensland Farmers’ Federation———UpdateUpdateUpdate   

QFF ENERGY FORUM 

THESE issues and many others associated with energy use 
in intensive agricultural industries will be analysed at the 
upcoming QFF energy forum in Brisbane on August 19, at 
State Parliament House. QFF has invited politicians, policy 
makers and industry representatives to the forum to 
specifically look at the problematic issue of energy use in 
intensive agricultural industries, and present case studies on 
how different commodities are attempting to tackle the 
problem. 

COTTON AUSTRALIA/QUEENSLAND FARMERS’ 
FEDERATION – NATIONAL PEAK BODY ELECTRICITY 

FORUM 

THE following day, August 20, QFF and Cotton Australia are 
holding a second forum looking at a common approach to 
electricity price reform. This is a peak body event, to which 
invitations have been sent. The day will discuss the 
possibility of better co-ordination of electricity pricing policy 
reform activities at a national and State level. This issue is 
an area of common concern across industry organisations, 
many of which are actively lobbying government to reform 
the pricing process.  We wish to provide an opportunity to 
come to a common technical understanding of the issues, 
share experiences and discuss options for collaboration. 

GREENS RELEASE AGRICULTURE POLICY 

THE Federal Greens have released their agricultural policy 
ahead of the election, available here. While the policy makes 
a number of positive commitments toward research and 
development and market development, it is also contrasted 
with a number of policy positions of the Greens that would 
have negative impact on the agricultural sector. These 
include their public positions on the Murray Darling Basin 
Plan, intensive agriculture, live-export, genetically modified 
crops, and energy costs associated with policies around the 
carbon price and the renewable energy target.  

LEASEHOLD LAND CHANGES ALLOW FOR LONGER 

TERM PLANNING 

CHANGES to leasehold land tenure arrangements 
announced this week by the State Government will allow for 
increased security of operation and business planning for 
primary producers. QFF welcomes the policy change, which 
would help primary producers upgrade from leasehold land 
to freehold land, as well as the move to help farmers 
automatically renew their term leases. The changes will be 
of greatest note for the State’s extensive farming region 
where there were larger areas of leasehold land, however it 
is a move that will be welcomed broadly across industries for 
the way it understood the unique needs of farming 
businesses. Farming is a long-term business activity that 
requires long-term planning – and therefore also long-term 
security around lease arrangements. These changes 
recognise that and provide increased certainty and planning 
for primary producers.  

QDO RELEASES OUTLOOK REPORT 

THE Queensland Dairyfarmers’ Organisation (QDO) 
released its annual Situation and Outlook report in Brisbane 
last week, available via www.dairypage.com.au. The report 
revealed that the impacts of the supermarket milk price war 
have hit processor profits, forced down milk prices to farmers 
to where the majority are making losses and has seen more 
than 80 dairy farming families exit the industry, at a time 
when the State is short of milk to meet the needs of 
Queensland consumers. QDO President Brian Tessmann 
said the current situation was a crisis point for the industry 
and action is needed from supermarkets, processors and 
Government to bring about stability and the restore 
sustainability for the industry. “The cost of cheap, 
supermarket brand $1/litre milk is continuing to take a huge 
toll on the Queensland industry. We are losing farmers and 
capacity and clearly the trend is that consumers will be 
impacted as well in the longer term,” Mr Tessmann said.  

ELECTION 2013: GROWCOM CALLS FOR ACTION TO 
ACHIEVE THE OPPORTUNITIES FOR HORTICULTURE 

IN FORECAST BURGEONING ASIAN MARKETS 

GROWCOM has called on all sides of federal politics for 
policy action to ensure the strong development of 
horticulture in the years ahead to meet the forecast 
increased food demand and growing export markets in Asia. 
CEO Alex Livingstone said that Growcom was delivering a 
federal election statement to all political candidates in 
horticultural regions, outlining actions that could be taken to 
bolster horticultural production in Australia. 

“We call on a new federal government after 7 September to 
create the domestic conditions to achieve the forecast 
opportunities for horticulture in burgeoning Asian markets,” 
said Mr Livingstone. “We acknowledge comments by Prime 
Minister Kevin Rudd that agribusiness is one of the engines 
of the Australian economy and call on all parties to include 
Australian fresh produce production as an issue of 
fundamental importance in their policy mix.” 

http://www.qraa.qld.gov.au
http://www.qca.org.au/electricity-retail/NEP/IntConsPaper.php
http://www.greens.org.au/sites/greens.org.au/files/Our_Food_Future_Greens_Plan_for_Australian_Food_Security.pdf
http://www.dairypage.com.au
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Fighting to 

reduce your 

electricity  

prices 

Fighting to reduce 

your water prices 

Our goal is to save you money  
while offering premium service 

 
CANEGROWERS Insurance 
Finally. Insurance that understands farming. 
CANEGROWERS has set up its own insurance brokering service.  
We have directly employed a team of qualified insurance professionals to work with 
growers on their insurance needs.  
Interested in getting a quote?  
 
Call Helen or Martine on 4790 3600 as soon as you receive your insurance renewal 
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CONTACT DETAILS 
HEAD OFFICE (AYR) 
141 Young Street 
Office Hours  Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm    
Fri:  9am - 3pm 

 
4790 3600 

 

Debra 
Burden 

Regional Manager 0417 709 435 
4790 3603 

Wayne 
Smith 

Manager: Member Services 0428 834 802 
4790 3604 

Helen 
Napier 

Regional Insurance Manager 0408 638 518 
4790 3606 

Michelle 
Andrews 

Manager: Finance & 
Administration 

4790 3602 

Tiffany 
Palmer 

Payroll & Administration 4790 3601 

Martine 
Bengoa 

Insurance Consultant 4790 3605 

PROJECT & TRAINING CENTRE  
(HOME HILL) 
68 Tenth Street 
Office Open By Appointment 

 
 

4782 1922 

Gary 
Halliday 

Manager: Compliance & 
Training 

0438 747 596 

Email address: 
firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au 

DIRECTORS  

Phil 
Marano 

marano@bigpond.com 

Chair 

0404 004 371 

David 
Lando 

david@landoandsons.com.au 

Deputy Chair 

0417 770 345 

Russell 
Jordan 

jorfar@exemail.com.au 0427 768 479 

Owen 
Menkens 

owen_menkens@hotmail.com 0409 480 179 

Steven 
Pilla 

mpbella@bigpond.com.au 0417 071 861 

Roger  
Piva 

rogerdpiva@gmail.com 0429 483 815 

Sib  
Torrisi 

sibbyt58@bigpond.com 0429 827 196 

Arthur 
Woods 

artywoods1@bigpond.com 0415 961 945 

Disclaimer 
 
In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our” 
means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our directors, 
officers, agents and employees. This newsletter has been 
compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do our very best to 
present information that is correct and accurate, we make no 
warranties, guarantees or representations about the suitability, 
reliability, currency or accuracy of the information we present in 
this newsletter, for any purposes. 
 
Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be 
excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss, damage, cost 
or expense incurred by you as a result of the use of, or reliance 
on, any materials and information appearing in this newsletter. 
You, the user, accept sole responsibility and risk associated with 
the use and results of the information appearing in this 
newsletter, and you agree that we will not be liable for any loss 
or damage whatsoever (including through negligence) arising 
out of, or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We 
recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any 
information provided in this newsletter. 

Call Mark on 0437 748 856  

to start saving money now! 


