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Inkerman Mill celebrates 100 years
Inkerman Mill
Tour
A tour of the Inkerman Mill will be conducted
on Tuesday 23 September at 1pm.

This week marks 100 years since Inkerman Mill started crushing.
The exact date is unknown with newspaper records indicating the Mill’s trial
crush was expected to start on the 21 August and a later edition on the 29
August stating the crushing had commenced a few days before.
An official Centenary Ceremony will be held at the Mill on 26 September
followed by a Centenary Dinner that night at the Bridge Restaurant in Home Hill.

To register your interest in attending please
contact Tiffany on 4790 3600 or
bdk@canegrowers.com.au.
Closed in shoes and long sleeves are required
for the tour, additional PPE equipment will be
provided.

Inkerman Mill under construction in 1913
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A brief history of Inkerman Mill
Inkerman Mill’s construction was the realisation of a vision from John Drysdale to
establish a cane farming community on the southern banks of the Burdekin River.
In 1910 he bought 518 hectares of land, the Mill was designed and built by
Scottish engineer J Pickering with construction completed in 1913.
Inkerman’s first crushing season started in August 1914. This inaugural season
saw 63,160 tonnes of cane crushed at a rate of 40 tonnes per hour.
The Mill sat idle the following year due to drought, any cane that survived was
transported to the Pioneer Mill to be crushed.

* information provided by Wilmar Sugar

Inkerman resumed crushing in 1916 and has crushed every season since,
crushing one million tonnes of cane for the first time in 1974 and two million
tonnes in 2011.

Inkerman Mill during construction

Inkerman Mill 1922 Irrigation Works

Inkerman Mill 1930’s

Cane being taken to Inkerman Mill

Inkerman Mill 1962
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CANEGROWERS Grower Information Session
A grower information session was held on Friday 22 nd August
at the Giru Bowls Club.
Over twenty attendees heard from industry representatives
from Wilmar, QSL, BBIFMAC and NQ Dry Tropics.
The session commenced with a presentation to
CANEGROWERS Burdekin Manager Wayne Smith, with
Wayne celebrating 10 years of service to the cane farmers of
the Burdekin.
The first guest speaker of the session was Carla Keith, QSL
Industry Relationship Manager. Carla provided an update
on the 2014 season estimated pool returns, a sugar market
update and currency market update. Carla also advised that
following a number of requests from growers to improve cash Craig Wood, Steve Postma , David Olsen , Steve Attard, Carla Keith
flows via the advances program QSL board has approved the and Debra Burden at the Grower Information Session
following increased indicative advance rates for 2015: March
(87.5%), April (92.5%), May (95%), and June (97.5%) 2015. Carla stressed that although the QSL board has approved these
rates they remain indicative only as the board will still review these rates every month. A copy of Carla’s presentation can be
found here.
Craig Wood, Invicta Mill Manager gave an update on the Invicta Mill and Steve Postma, Cane Supply Manager updated
attendees on logistics and transport for all of the Burdekin Mills.
Craig’s key points included that Invicta’s reliability continues to improve and the mill is on track to beat last year’s much improved
result of 86.8%. Craig’s goal is to achieve reliability of 88% for this season. If 88% is achieved it would be an outstanding result
as the only time the mill has achieved higher than this was in 2002 when it’s reliability reached 91%.
Craig also advised that another key goal is for Invicta to average loading of 145,000 tonne
throughput per day for this season and his goal for next season is a further 15% increase to an
average of 152,000 tonnes per day.
Craig congratulated the harvesting and haulout teams as the issue of unfilled bins, which was a
big problem last year, has not been an issue at all this year. Craig advised the banana bin trial
is not progressing. To view Craig’s presentation click here.
Steve Postma provided information on the Burdekin season to date, comparing budget to actuals, cut to estimates, dirt and CCS
levels and the rest of the season. Steve confirmed that the official estimate from the start of the season of 7.9 million tonnes
appears to be an accurate forecast with the crop cutting at 101% of this initial estimate. Steve advised that the record tonnage
crushed the prior week of 420,000 was the result of the excellent efforts from growers, harvest and haul out contactors, the
Wilmar logistics team and the Wilmar mill employees. Well done to everyone. Click here for Steve’s presentation.
The next speaker was Steve Attard representing BBIFMAC. Steve provided a project overview on BBIFMAC’s Energy
Efficiency Project. The project aims to provide relevant customised information to irrigators that will improve energy efficiency,
save growers money and drive innovation and productivity. Steve’s presentation (click here) outlined how they will achieve these
aims. Steve advised one grower had made the following comment after attending a project workshop: “I have already identified a
potential saving of $1,800 a quarter just by changing tariffs for one pump. I am really surprised and now am interested to s ee
what further savings can be made on my other pumps.”
David Olsen, NQ Dry Tropics Senior Project Manager for the Australian Government Reef Water Quality Grants (the
program that replaced Reef Rescue) discussed how NQ Dry tropics is providing support through this new program to help
farmers implement changes that improve management practices and productivity, whilst also reducing agricultural run-off into the
Great Barrier Reef Lagoon. Grants within the Burdekin Sugarcane program are capped at $24,000. Funding is only available for
B Class practices (Best Management practice for water quality) from the ABCD Framework for Sugarcane Growers – Burdekin
Region 2013. Funding rates are based on a sliding scale depended on water quality improvement and private benefit outcomes
ranging from 30:70 to 50:50. A Class practices (cutting Edge/Innovation) are considered on a case by case basis. For more
information contact a field officer: NQ Dry Tropics: Laurent Verpeaux 0417 799 003, DAFFQ Brock Dembowski 0467 819 592
or BBIFMAC Tom McShane 0429 834 344 or Dennis Stubbs 0488 785 968. Click here for David’s presentation.
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Harvest Update
Burdekin CCS per crush week 2013 & 2014
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Harvest Management Meeting
The fourth meeting for the year was conducted once again at Pioneer Mill’s blue room on Tuesday 26 th August. The meeting was
held one week earlier than originally scheduled as to accommodate Wilmar manager’s movements.
CANEGROWERS Burdekin were represented at the meeting by Managers Debra Burden and Wayne Smith along with Directors
Owen Menkens and Steve Pilla.
The following is an overview of the meeting and the agenda items that were addressed plus any other issues that were mentioned
or raised.
Safety: There were no significant incidents to report, although Wilmar provided some details
of incidents that had happened in the Herbert and Plane Creek regions.
Other activity mentioned was Wilmar’s participation at the annual Child Injury Prevention
Day.

Loco hit transporter in Herbert

Mill Operations: Invicta Mill Manager Craig Wood reported on boiler issues and the
remedial action taken that had been encountered at the mill since recommencement of
harvest after the interruption to crushing operations caused by weather.
Craig also informed the meeting on the progress of action to address the level of missed
samples that had been happening in the laboratory. Invicta has scheduled a cleaning
intermission for B side on Thursday 4 th September and A side most likely the following week.

Level crossing collision in Plane
Creek

Cane Supply: The issue of harvest group equity in Invicta area was raised as uneven
rainfall in the supply catchment and a staggered restart to harvest will mean that mainly
coastal area groups will be well behind the groups up river that had less rainfall and had
been able to recommence harvesting in more favourable conditions. The consensus of the
meeting was that groups that are more than 2% behind as a result of the weather event in
week 10 should be assisted by way of adjusting their bin allotments when the opportunity
arises in an effort to address the position and ensure the balance of their crop is harvested
before the mill that they supply closes for the season.
Siding Inductions: Reports from the new on-line system have highlighted instances
whereby some on-line assessments were being completed in a very short period of time (4
minutes was mentioned). Wilmar representatives advised it was impossible for a person to
complete the on-line siding correctly in this time frame and it was obvious that someone was
simply going through the process on behalf of others. The risks this is placing on both the
employer and the employee were discussed and it was highlighted that this practice must
cease immediately.

Wilmar participated in the Child
Injury Prevention Day

Cleaning of Delivery Points (sidings): The need for sidings to be maintained in a clean
state was discussed. Growers are reminded that under clause 8 of schedule 3 of the CBL
CSA The Grower agrees to ensure that the Delivery Point is cleaned from time to time and
is maintained in a clean and serviceable state to facilitate safe and efficient pick-up and
delivery of Bins. Delivery and pick-up of Bins may be suspended where Delivery Points are
not clean and serviceable.

Bagasse stocks: The current level of bagasse for the region is not too bright. The reason for this is due to the lower fibre levels
for this season which has resulted in less bagasse. The bagasse levels had just returned to what Wilmar determines to be the
minimum level at around 7,000 tonnes for the region just before the rain event. To put this into perspective a Mill will use between
800 to 1200 tonnes of bagasse for a good start ...so with only 7,000 tonnes of bagasse for the whole region and four mills to start
up it is easy to see that there is only sufficient bagasse to do a couple of restarts. Hence the focus on the provision of clean cane
and reducing dirt levels to ensure the mills do not have to stop.
Wilmar logistics officers advised that all mills should be back on harvest roster with Pioneer being the last on Saturday.
The next meeting will be held on Monday 8 th September at 1.30pm and growers are advised to contact Wayne Smith if they wish
to raise any relevant issue at this meeting.
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Wayne Smith
assisting cane
growers for 10 years

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Chair Phil Marano
congratulating Wayne Smith on his 10 years with
CANEGROWERS

CANEGROWERS Burdekin’s Member Services
Manager Wayne Smith has been servicing growers
needs for 10 years with the anniversary of his
employment on the 23 August.
Wayne’s milestone was celebrated with a presentation
by CBL Chair Phil Marano at the Grower Information
Session at Giru last Friday.
Wayne began in the industry as Manager and
Company Secretary of Invicta Mill Suppliers
Committee in 2004.
The following year saw
deregulation of the industry, with the committees no
longer and the establishment of companies. The
Invicta Mill Suppliers Committee became the Invicta
Cane Growers Organisation Limited; Wayne continued
his role of Manager.
He then took up a newly created position as Member
Services Manager for CANEGROWERS Burdekin
Limited in 2006 when the three CANEGROWERS
collectives, Inkerman, Invicta and Burdekin decided to
operate as the one entity to unite the growers of the
Burdekin.
Wayne has continued in his role of Member Service
Manager and is grateful to those in the industry that
have supported, assisted and guided him in gaining
considerable and highly valued experience and
knowledge of the sugar cane industry.

Barratta Creek - Industry
listens
By Rob Milla, Burdekin Productivity Services
The chemical monitoring
program in the Barratta
Creek catchment was
the topic for a gathering
last week in Ayr. The
session was sponsored
by the Burdekin Cane
Extension Group whose
aim is to provide an
effective
means
of
communication amongst
the
Burdekin
sugar
industry
extension
network.

Barratta Creek

Twenty people including cane farmers, extension staff,
representatives from Canegrowers Burdekin Ltd, Pioneer Cane
Growers, BRIA Irrigators Ltd, Wilmar, BBIFMAC, NQ Dry Tropics and
Queensland Government heard that under the Reef Water Quality
Protection Plan 2013 (Reef Plan) the Lower Burdekin, Haughton and
Barratta Creek catchments are priority areas for the management of
pesticides and nutrients, with a target of a reduction in concentrations
of pesticides of 60% by 2018.
Ryan Turner, Principal Scientist with the Department of Science,
Information Technology, Innovation and the Arts, Aaron Davis,
TropWATER’s Senior Research Officer, Allan Blair, Reef Plan project
officer Queensland Department of Agriculture Fisheries and Forestry,
Evan Shannon, agronomist Farmacist and Rob Milla manager
Burdekin Productivity Services were invited to present on topics
relevant to pesticide movement and retention in the Lower Burdekin
floodplain and farming practices to minimise risk of loss.
Participants were able to interact with presenters and gain a better
understanding of where, how and why water quality monitoring is
occurring in Barratta Creek, the origin, types of chemicals, quantity
being detected over the guidelines and the risks and implications to
the environment and the sugar cane industry.
Participants were united in their willingness to discuss a way forward
and acknowledged there was no single solution to the complex issue.
All agreed improved communication was vital to ensure local growers
had access to the latest water quality data and farm practice
information, and it was also clear that growers wanted a process they
could lead themselves. Increased adoption of on-farm management
practices such as managing weeds in the fallow and targeting
applications when weeds are small and lower rates can be used,
training in chemical label interpretation, more demonstration trials of
new banded herbicide applicators and strategic tail water recycling
could all be steps in the right direction.
Terri Buono Reef Plan DAFF 3330-4509 or Rob Milla Burdekin
Productivity Services 4783-1101, would be happy to talk to any
grower wanting more information.
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Electricity update
CBL Director Arthur Woods attended the CANEGROWERS
Electricity Committee meeting in Brisbane on Wednesday 27
August 2014.
This meeting covered the following key topics:
Recent Activities

 Representatives from the Committee presented to the
Agricultural Cabinet Committee

 Following the repeal of the Carbon Tax representatives from
the Committee raised with the Qld Government and ACCC
that the full reduction should be passed through. The
current situation is that the QCA recommendation of a 5%
reduction be adopted if the Carbon Tax was repealed rather
than the full 10%

CBL Director Arthur Woods

 The Committee Chairman, Rajinder Singh is a member of the Ergon Consumer Advocacy Group
 Committee representatives meet with Premier Newman in Bundaberg
 CANEGROWERS, Senior Vice Chairman, Allan Dingle is a member of the Ergon Agricultural Energy Forum.
Presentation of consultant’s report and recommendations relating to electricity tariffs

 CANEGROWERS, via the individual regional CANEGROWERS companies, and ASMC had engaged Bruce Mountain from
consulting company Carbon + Energy Markets (CME) to prepare a report to provide advice on Ergon’s electricity tariff
issues with the goal of assisting in addressing the current electricity pricing “death spiral”. Bruce presented his report at this
meeting.

 The Committee will now consider the advice provided by Bruce and decide on their next steps.
Australian Energy Regulator (AER)

 Hugh Grant from the AER Consumer Challenge Panel presented to the Committee on the current reset process that the AER
is undertaking

 Graeme Finlayson from ERGON accompanied by Greg Nielsen and Daniel Sanders lead a discussion on the regulatory
proposal and Ergon’s preparations for AER reset
On Farm Energy Efficiency

 Warren Applegate from ERGON and Ian Johnson from Queensland
Farmers Federation presented on a DAFF funded project they have
been undertaking. The project’s focus is on energy efficiency on farm
with the goal to flatten peak demand and defer future need to upgrade
system. This project included visiting selected regions to hear first-hand
from irrigators positive ideas on what could occur to improve on farm
electricity efficiency.
Warren and Ian visited the Burdekin in
February.....where Warren advised a small focus group that ERGON
was working from a clean sheet and was open to consider all ideas on
what can be achieved in efficiency improvements on farm.

Arthur with Bruce Mountain from CME

The committee also discussed the impact of electricity prices on
irrigation users with Steve Bennett (Member for Burnett) and Jason
Costigan (Member for Whitsunday).
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Payroll & HR
update by
Tiffany
Modern award review: Annual leave
‘common issues’ hearing
National Farmers Federation extract

The NFF this week attended the Full Bench hearing of common
claims on modern award annual leave terms. The main issues
dealt with by the Full Bench included the ACTU claim to insert a
NES term about payment of leave entitlements on termination and
the employer claim for cashing out of annual leave terms in
modern awards. The NFF opposed the ACTU claim, due to the
fact it’s inconsistent with the modern awards objective and,
secondly, as it would increase costs for employers covered by the
Horticulture Award 2010 in relation to annual leave loading on
termination.
Furthermore, the NFF supported the employer claim for cashing
out terms in modern awards. This is a difficult issue and one that
requires the Fair Work Commission to abandon its long held
resistance to these terms in modern awards. The parties moved
some way toward agreement on changes to the excessive leave
term in both the Pastoral Award 2010 and the Horticulture Award
2010 so that the minimum leave balance an employee must keep
is 6 weeks (rather than the ¼ of accrued leave currently required).
This is not a significant change but will make it easier to manage
large leave accruals where necessary. Employer claims for a term
allowing employers to deduct amounts from employees on
termination if they have been granted leave in advance remains
under negotiation at the time of this update as does the claim for
payment of leave by EFT in the regular pay cycle. For more
information, contact NFF Workplace Relations & Legal Affairs
Manager Sarah McKinnon.

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Payroll Service
At CANEGROWERS Burdekin we take the burden out of processing
payroll, from just $1 a day* our comprehensive payroll service will
cover all your reporting requirements.

Phone Tiffany today for a quote 4790 3600
* Two employees paid fortnightly with membership discount applied.

CANEGROWERS Burdekin is a registered BAS Agent - registration number 24762820
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Climate forecasting
Although the Climate Forecasting Workshop has been
postponed, you can still learn about climate forecasting by
watching these videos featuring Professor Roger Stone

They're all half crazy 100 Years of
Mechanical Cane
Harvesting

Produced in 1995 this video chronicles the evolution of
mechanical cane harvesting in Australia. The historical content
spans the period of harvesting by hand through to the
mechanised cane harvesters which were in operation at the
time the video was produced.

Pathways to Market for
Grower Economic
Interest (GEI) Sugar
explained
Cane Clips
This week Phil Patane, SRA's Development Officer for
Harvesting and Machinery, talks about Harvesting
Management Strategies.

Pathways to Market for Grower Economic Interest (GEI) Sugar
is a CANEGROWERS proposal for the future of sugar
marketing. In this video, Head - Economics Warren Males and
Neroli Roocke go through this structure and explain how it
would formalise, secure and safeguard growers rights
The document was first distributed with the August 4 edition of
Australian Canegrower magazine and can also be found here
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Farm diversity

Rural Industries Research and Development Corporation (RIRDC) has recently
launched a new website, farmdiversity.com.au, this new online tool which allows
farmers to investigate almost 100 options for diversifying. The website provides
useful information for an extensive range of plants and animals such as their
production status; growing region maps; risks and challenges; regulatory
considerations and contact information.
The RIRDC website advises:
Farm diversification is an increasingly common practice for farms and rural
businesses around the world. In the face of increasing financial, environmental
and market pressures, diversification offers the opportunity to spread income risk
and build resilience.
Farm diversification is the introduction of a new business activity to generate
another source of farm-based income. The new or additional farming enterprise
may be agricultural, such as a new crop or animal, or non-agricultural, such as
agritourism or on-farm processing of food. Although the primary driver for
diversifying is to generate income, other benefits of diversifying include:



Spreading income risk



Improved use and management of land



Developing opportunities for future growth



Creating opportunities for family involvement (including for succession
planning)



Creating renewed interest in the farm business

Diversifying into a new enterprise or business activity can bring with it great
reward but also great risk and as with any new business venture, thorough
planning and investigation is required. Choosing the most suitable form of
diversification is a critical decision and is influenced by many factors including
personal considerations (lifestyle, tolerance of risk and debt, capacity to take on
additional workload), farming considerations (existing enterprise, land and water
resources, current agronomic practices) and business considerations (market
demand, existing debt, risk profile).
Diversification often involves significant financial outlay, development of new skills,
access to new resources and most importantly an ability to create or respond to
new market opportunities. There is no single correct path that will ensure success
in undertaking farm diversification and as the case studies provided on this
website demonstrate, the drivers and outcomes are different for every farmer.
This website is designed to be a first-stop on the journey of diversifying, providing
information about what new enterprise may be worth considering for your farm. To
assist you consider if diversifying is the opportunity you are looking for, take a few
minutes to consider the 10 questions provided on this website. This website does
not provide all the information you need to decide if diversifying is the solution you
are looking for, rather it aims to inspire your thinking of what might be possible. To
assist you on your journey, a range of resources and links to further information
have been provided.

Great Barrier
Reef Strategic
Assessment
and Outlook
reports
released
The Environment Minister Greg Hunt
recently officially released the Great
Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority’s and
Queensland Government’s final Strategic
Assessment
program
and
Outlook
Reports.
The reports represent the Great Barrier
Reef Marine Park Authority (GBRMPA’s)
most up-to-date body of work about the
Reef’s health, management and likely
outlook. Together these documents outline
both the key threats to the Reef and,
importantly, the work over the next 25
years to improve the Reef’s resilience.
This work feeds into the Reef 2050 Longterm Sustainability Plan, which GBRMPA
is developing along with the Department of
Environment
and
the
Queensland
Government.
A Partnerships Group
comprising
industry,
community,
Indigenous
and
conservation
representatives – has been providing
substantial input into the draft plan which
is expected to be released in September
for public feedback.
The
reports
are
www.gbrmpa.gov.au,
supporting material.

available
along

on
with
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Is there more to sugar marketing than pricing the
ICE11?
There is a lot more that needs to be considered when looking at sugar marketing than simply the ICE11 component of the sugar
price. The proposition that growers have some control over how grower economic interest sugar is priced on the ICE11 and
therefore do not need to be concerned about marketing arrangements is incorrect as it ignores:



That the ICE11 price depends on which futures position that sales and pricing are being contracted against. It is the job of
the marketer to optimise this and sell and hedge in the shipment periods that deliver the best return.



That there are a number of significant factors other than the ICE11 price that can influence sugar prices that are directly
related to how the marketing program is structured and managed.

The following discussion explains these points further.
Why can’t I just do my pricing against the highest ICE11 contract?
The chart below shows the current prices of the remaining futures contracts that will be used to hedge the 2014 season crop.

The price differences between the
positions are significant and one key
aspect of maximising price is to consider
futures market prices for each futures
position. Marketing is not just a matter of
finding the highest-priced futures contract
to use for price hedging and making sales
against that position. There are many
other considerations when determining
which ICE11 position to make sales
against for sugar prices to be optimized,
such as:



Physical constraints including storage availability. About half of Australia’s export raw sugar needs to be sold in season to
allow room for the rest of the crop to be stored.



The different supply, demand and freight dynamics at play in each shipment period that influence the premium above the
futures market



Carrying costs, such as financing – if sugar is sold later it needs to be stored and financed for longer



Fitting in with when customers want sugar



Allowing flexibility in the sales program to manage crop changes and market movements.

What are the other revenues and costs other than the ICE11?
There are some very significant costs and revenues to be managed other than the ICE11 sugar price. Two of the key non-ICE11
revenues and costs are premiums and freight. I would like to spend some time in future articles explaining why these items are
important and need to be closely managed.
If you would like further information, please don’t hesitate to contact our Industry Relationship Managers Cathy Kelly (0409 285
074 / cathy.kelly@qsl.com.au) and Carla Keith (0409 372 305 / carla.keith@qsl.com.au).
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QSL update

QSL Market Update

Week ending 29 August 2014

as at 25 August 2014

By Matthew Page,
Treasury Analyst

By Carla Keith, Industry
Relationship Manager
Changes to 2014-15 Indicative Advance Program Rates
Following a number of requests from growers to improve cash
flow via the Advances Program, the QSL Board has revised the
indicative advance rates for the March, April, May and June
2015 payments. You'll note we've looked to increase these
payments by around 2.5%.
Please note that these rates are indicative only. The QSL
Board will review the rates for these month in the first quarter
of 2015 and will make a decision based on prevailing market
conditions at the time.

Pay Date
Initial
20 Aug 14
22 Oct 14
17 Dec 14
21 Jan 15
18-Feb-15
18-Mar-15
22-Apr-15
20-May-15
24-Jun-15
Final Price

Proposed %
57.5%
65.0%
70.0%
75.0%
80.0%
82.5%
87.5%
92.5%
95.0%
97.5%
100%

Approved
April 2014
July 2014
-------------------

Visit to Cairns Bulk Sugar Terminal
This week Carla hosted a grower tour through the Cairns Bulk
Sugar Terminal. It was a great opportunity for growers to see
sugar being loaded onto a ship bound for South East Asia and
to gain a better understanding of the work involved in ensuring
that sugar is delivered on time and in full.

Sugar
We have seen another fortnight of weakness in the raw sugar
market, with the prompt contract falling 50 points over the
period to settle at 15.64 c/lb on Friday. The fortnight has also
seen further weakening in the Oct/Mar spread (-23 points), as
the substantial overhang of Thai raws begins to really put
pressure on the October expiry looming next month.
UNICA figures are finally starting to paint a picture of the much
-anticipated slowing of the crush in Centre-South Brazil, with
35.98 million tonnes of cane crushed for the second half of
July ’14 compared to 41.33 million tonnes for first half July ’14
and 44.43 million tonnes for the same period in 2013. It is
expected that UNICA will revise down their overall 2014/15
production estimates in this fortnight’s release, bringing them
more in line with general market consensus.
Week two of the period saw a notable increase in price
volatility as the first two negative sessions were followed by a
sharp 60-point recovery on Wednesday and Thursday only to
then plunge again on Friday and finish the week lower. The
swinging momentum is likely to be a result of growing
uncertainty around the October expiry, with all market
participants seemingly scratching their heads as to how much
of the Thai surplus will be delivered to the tape and what effect
the low quality sugar will have on the flat price.
We anticipate that the move higher will still occur but is not
likely until early next year once the decline in Brazilian
production feeds into the supply chain and the issue of the
surplus Thais is resolved. For the time being we expect to see
prices trending at the lower end of the range with further
volatility likely as we approach the October expiry.
Currency

If you’d like to visit one of our BSTs, please send either Cathy
or me an email and we will keep you in mind next time a ship is
loading at your closest terminal.

The Australian dollar continues to remain resilient in the face of
a warming US recovery, with a well-supported level between
92.5 and 93 US cents now clearly established and providing
significant resistance to movement in either direction.
Data continues to be mixed both at home and in the US, with
hits and misses providing the market impetus to begin small
moves both up and down before momentum wanes and we
return to the familiar well-trodden territory we have been in for
most of the first half of 2014.
Although still at uncomfortable levels for Australian exporters
we still expect to see the Australian dollar come off later this
year, with forward rates continuing to price the currency close
to the 90-cent level by the end of 2015. Commentary from the
US remains somewhat hawkish but with the quantitative
easing program scheduled to wind up before the end of 2014
and potential for US rate hikes as we move into 2015, mediumto-longer-term forecasts remain bullish for the US dollar.
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Pricing information
2014 Season Advances & Payments
as at 6 August 2014
$/tonne IPS
Initial *
21 August 14
23 October 14
18 December 14
22 January 15
19 February 15
19 March 15
23 April 15
21 May 15
25 June 15
Final Payment

% estimated
return

$249
$275
$296
$317
$332
$342
$353
$363
$373
$394
$415

80.0%
82.5%
85.0%
87.5%
90.0%
95.0%
100%

* paid
The Advance Program is a guide only. CANEGROWERS Burdekin takes no
responsibility for its accuracy. It only applies to growers who did not forward
price for 2013 (the default method). Growers who have forward priced for
2013 will be paid the same percentage of their final expected proceeds. For
individual advance rates check your grower forecast on the Wilmar website.

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices
as at 29 August 2014
Gross
2014 Season
2015 Season

$389
$452

$/Tonne IPS
Net
$369
$432

2016 Season

$471

$451

2017 Season

$478

$458

Estimated QSL 2014 Pool Prices
As at 15 August 2014
$/Tonne IPS
NET
QSL Harvest Pool

$412

QSL Discretionary Pool

$424

QSL Actively Managed Pool

$428

QSL Growth Pool

$428

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool

$425

QSL US Quota Pool

$489

QSL 2014 Season Forward Pool

$420

QSL 2-season Forward Pool 2015

$441

QSL 3-season Forward Pool 2015

$448

QSL 3-season Forward Pool 2016

$451

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices
published on the QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated
regularly and provides a sense of how the QSL-managed pools are performing
over the current season.
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CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the fight
on all issues affecting cane farmers
For the week ending 25 August 2014

Marketing


Substantial progress has been made in preparation of a joint CANEGROWERS-ACFA submission to the Agricultural Cabinet
Committee review of marketing.



The very clear message that we have received from government is that they are inviting CANEGROWERS to present with a
single unified voice on this important topic.

Trade


CANEGROWERS met with representatives of the Brisbane based Japanese Consulate-General to discuss Australia’s
objectives in the Trans Pacific Partnership.



We also provided a brief update on Queensland government’s investigation into marketing.

Senator Matt Canavan


CANEGROWERS representatives met with recently elected Senator Canavan to discuss a range of issues affecting the
industry.



Senator Canavan has a strong understanding of the complexities of the electricity, marketing and trade issues and displayed
a real desire to work with CANEGROWERS to achieve worthwhile outcomes in each of these and other issues for the
industry.

Electricity


CANEGROWERS has raised the issue of the pass through of the full impact of the Carbon Tax to electricity prices with the
ACCC, who is following up on the issue.

National Skills Week


Australia observes National Skills Week from 25 August to 31 August which is dedicated to raising the status of practical and
vocational learning. Following responses from District Companies, CANEGROWERS will be submitting to the Queensland
Government’s Industry Partnership Strategy (IPS) has now been released and is open for application by Queensland
employers and industry organisations seeking to train their workforce in priority skills or address labour shortages in regional
communities.

Disaster Resilience Planning for Agriculture


This week CANEGROWERS will participate in the first meeting of the Project Advisory Committee of the Disaster Resilience
Planning for Agriculture in Queensland project being coordinated by the Queensland Farmers Federation. One of the
project’s goals is to ensure that immediate assistance can be provided following a disaster.

CANEGROWERS’ leadership has earned the respect of community, industry and
government for its persistence and professionalism.
The Burdekin’s local and regional leadership is complemented by CANEGROWERS’
leadership at national and international levels.
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QFF &
NFF
Updates
CANEGROWERS

is an active
member of
National Farmers’
Federation (NFF)
and Queensland
Farmers
Federation
(QFF) , a
partnership
through which we
have been able to
concentrate and
leverage
influence in areas
of importance to
the cane
industry. As part
of a range of
services, NFF &
QFF provides a
range of
information,
including weekly
cross-commodity
updates.

CONSUMER AND INDUSTRY REFERENCE
GROUP FEEDBACK ON POWER REFORM
THE Queensland Government is working with consumer and industry groups to make changes to the
state’s electricity sector. It formed the Consumer and Industry Reference Group (CIRG) in 2012, and
this group has met every three months. It includes 13 electricity retailers and distributors, 11
consumers and advocacy groups, the Energy and Water Ombudsman, peak energy industry bodies
and state and national regulators. The most recent meeting of the CIRG was the first since the
release of PowerQ, Queensland’s strong 30 year plan for the electricity sector – and it was devoted
to the implementation of the plan. More information on the reforms to the electricity sector are
available here.

INDUSTRY RALLIES BEHIND STRENGTH OF
THE LEVY SYSTEM
AGRICUTLURAL levies that farmers pay to fund research and development (and some marketing)
gained attention this week, with speculation that a disallowance motion could hit the Senate, seeking
to stop proposed increases in levies collected on crops such as mushrooms and mangoes. It now
seems unlikely that the disallowance motion – which would have been proposed by new Liberal
Democrat David Leyonhjelm – is unlikely to attract any political support. You can read more here.

NATIONAL FOOD FUTURES CONFERENCE
THE National Food Futures Conference is on November 3 to 5 2014 at the Darwin Convention
Centre. The Conference will bring together agricultural companies, successful producers,
government and research organisations from across northern Australia (Northern Territory (NT),
Queensland and Western Australia) to discuss opportunities to grow the cropping and horticulture
industries. Conference Convenor and retired mango farmer, Ian Baker, said the idea for the
conference has been driven by a group of farmers from the Northern Territory Farmers Association
and is starting to generate some interest and excitement. In addition to Federal and State/Territory
government support (Western Australian Department of Regional Development and Lands,
Queensland DAFF and Northern Territory’s North Australia Development Office), the conference is
sponsored by the RIRDC, Horticulture Australia, ACIAR, Regional Development NT,
Rabobank, Vanderfield and Primary Industries Training Advisory Council and media partners Fairfax
Agricultural Media and ABC Rural. Registrations are open here.

Agricultural levies still under scrutiny in the Senate
Over the past month, the NFF has been working alongside its commodity groups to ensure any
actions, led by Liberal Democrat, Senator Leyonhjelm, do not undermine the robustness of
Australia’s existing research and development (R&D) levies system and, more broadly, entire
agricultural R&D system.
The NFF has been working with a number of commodity groups, who have been focussing advocacy
efforts across the Government, opposition and minor parties to ensure a senator’s intentions are
constructive, not destructive, to the many years of positive partnerships built between Governments
and farmers through the levy-based Rural RDC system.
Commodity groups (including representative organisations and prescribed bodies) have been
coordinated by Adam Kay at Cotton Australia through an ‘Across Agriculture Group’ to ensure the
farmers’ position is clear, and the levy system is sustained. Horticulture groups have also been
acting in a coordinated manner.
Over the past week, the NFF sent letters to a wide range of MPs and Senators urging their support to
maintain the current R&D system, and encouraging them to vote against the disallowance motion
proposed by Senator Leyonhjelm.
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This week, the Government and Greens came out in support of peak commodity councils. However, the position of the crossbenchers and Labor is not confirmed at this point in time. The NFF thanks those who have been supporting action on this matte r
to date. At this stage it’s looking like the disallowance motion will not get up in the Senate. However, given the current political
environment, this is a matter that will require close attention.

Calling all farmers who want to expand their business into export
markets
Do you have members who want to expand into export markets but don’t know how? Can see growth potential but don’t have the
skills to make it happen? The Federal Government’s Entrepreneurs Infrastructure Program aims to help build business capacity
through business audits and support in accessing professionals for advice on how to make your business grow. Members who
want to know more about this or are keen to put a proposal to government for assistance can contact NFF’s Sarah McKinnon.

Agricultural Infrastructure & Logistics Forum:
Over 120 representatives from government and industry attended the NFF’s Infrastructure Forum held in Canberra on Monday.
Attendees heard from a range of speakers including NFF’s Brent Finlay and ARA’s Bryan Nye AO. Australian Logistics Council
CEO Michael Kilgariff presented attendees with a supply chain perspective, while representatives from CSIRO, GrainCorp,
ABARES and Prime Super outlined the challenges and opportunities for agricultural infrastructure.
Deputy PM Warren Truss detailed the Government’s commitment and plans for infrastructure, aimed at driving competiveness for
the agricultural sector. The day concluded with Luke Fraser, Principal at Juturna Consulting, on what pathways for the sector are
needed in order to improve efficiencies and reduce costs across freight flows. For more information, contact NFF Acting CEO
Tony Mahar.

2014 Blueprint Forum: Next Steps
The NFF held its third Blueprint for Australian Agriculture forum in Canberra on Tuesday, bringing together over 100 organisations
across the supply chain to pursue the collective priorities for Australian Agriculture.
Federal Agriculture Minister, Barnaby Joyce, and Shadow Agriculture Minister, Joel Fitzgibbon, provided attendees with a
government perspective on collective action, along with futurist, Paul Higgins, on outside-the-box thinking for the Blueprint’s next
steps. A communique from the forum will be sent to attendees in the coming week. Please contact NFF’s Sophie Keatinge on 02
6269 5666 for further information.

ABARES Weekly Climate, Ag and Water Update


During the past week, rainfall was recorded in much of eastern Australia and southwest Western Australia. Rainfall in excess
of 50mm occurred in small pockets in the inland and coastal areas of New South Wales, Victoria and Queensland.



General water security allocations have increased in NSW for the Murray and Murrumbidgee Valleys. In Vic, high reliability
allocations have increased for the Murray, Broken and Bullarook systems, while low reliability allocations also increased for
the Bullarook system.



Water storage levels in the Murray-Darling Basin increased by 199 GL this week and are at 67 per cent of total capacity.



The world wheat indicator price (US No. 2 hard red winter, free on board Gulf ports) averaged US$281 a tonne in the week
ending 19 Aug 2014, compared with US$290 a tonne in the previous week.



The Global Dairy Trade (GDT) weighted average price of skim milk powder declined by around 12 per cent to US$2874 a
tonne on 19 August 2014, compared with US$3264 a tonne on 5 August 2014. Over the same period, the cheddar cheese
price fell by around 8 per cent. In contrast, the prices of anhydrous milk fat and whole milk powder both increased by around
3 per cent.



For the full report, please see here.
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CANEGROWERS Weather
The CANEGROWERS website features a weather section that by typing in your
postcode will provide you with a seven day forecast for your desired postcode along
with a 12 month rainfall outlook, SOI information and sea surface temperatures.

Waterfind
Burdekin
Haughton WSS
Water Market
Summary

To see the latest forecast for your postcode click here. The following outlook is for
Home Hill.

Allocations

Dam Storage

The above information is provided by
Waterfind. The information provided is
of a general nature only and must not
be relied upon in substitution for
professional advice.
Waterfind
accepts no responsibility for the
accuracy, completeness or timeliness
of any information provided.
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DATES TO
REMEMBER
Landcare Meeting,
Tuesday 2 September,
5.00pm, John Hy Peake
Room, Burdekin Shire
Council
Climate Forecasting
Workshop has been
postponed until after
the crush more details
will follow at a later
date

Classifieds

Send through your classifieds to
bdk@canegrowers.com.au
Free for members
Haulout Work Wanted
 HC Licence
 Forklift Licence
 Ph 0418 192 431

Lower Burdekin Landcare Propagation Workshop
Saturday 2 August
8.00am - 11.30am
Kennedy Street Nursery, Ayr

www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au

@BurdekinCANE

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd
19

Contact Us
HEAD OFFICE
141 Young Street, Ayr
Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm
bdk@canegrowers.com.au
Fri: 9am - 3pm
4790 3600

PROJECT
& TRAINING
CENTRE
CANEGROWERS Hall,
68 Tenth Street, Home Hill
Office Open By Appointment
4782 1922

Debra Burden

Regional Manager

0417 709 435
4790 3603

Wayne Smith

Manager: Member Services

0428 834 802
4790 3604

Gary Halliday

SmartCane BMP Facilitator

Published Weekly by:
CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited
ABN:

43 114 632 325

Postal Address: PO Box 933, AYR QLD 4807
Telephone:

(07) 4790 3600

Facsimile:

(07) 4783 4914

Email:

bdk@canegrowers.com.au

0438 747 596

JP (Qual)

Michelle Andrews

canenews is read by the majority of Burdekin cane
farmers and their families in the Burdekin. Copies
are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS Offices,
businesses, industry, politicians, Government
Agencies and members of the community.

Manager: Finance & Admin

4790 3602

Tiffany Giardina

Payroll & Administration

4790 3601

Martine Bengoa

Regional Insurance Manager

4790 3605

Please direct all advertising enquiries and materials
to the above.

JP (Qual)

Email address: firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au
DIRECTORS
Phil Marano
Chair

marano@bigpond.com

0404 004 371

David Lando
Deputy Chair

david@landoandsons.com.au

0417 770 345

Russell Jordan

jorfar@exemail.com.au

0427 768 479

Owen Menkens

owen_menkens@hotmail.com

0409 480 179

Steven Pilla

mpbella@bigpond.com.au

0417 071 861

Roger Piva

rogerdpiva@gmail.com

0429 483 815

Sib Torrisi

sibbyt58@bigpond.com

0429 827 196

Arthur Woods

artywoods1@bigpond.com

0415 961 945

Disclaimer
In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our”
means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our
directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter
has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do
our very best to present information that is correct and
accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or
representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or
accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter,
for any purposes.
Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be
excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss,
damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of
the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information
appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole
responsibility and risk associated with the use and results
of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you
agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage
whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of,
or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We
recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any
information provided in this newsletter.

Do you know of any stories that should be
in canenews?
Contact us today with the details

