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CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd  Newsletter Edition 2016/31 Distributed: Friday 19 August 2016 

LET THE PRODUCTIVITY COMMISSION  
KNOW THEY HAVE GOT IT WRONG IN A BIG WAY 
 

The Australian Productivity Commission have released their draft report  Regulation of Australian Agriculture  into the review of 

“Regulation of Australian Agriculture”. 

Many of the recommendations in the report make a lot of sense and are welcome by Australian farmers but there is one 

recommendation that has made us see RED. 

This is the Productivity Commissions surprising recommendation that the Queensland Government should repeal the amendments 

made by the Sugar Industry (Real Choice in Marketing) Amendment Act 2015. 

Growers would be fully aware, but it seems the Productivity Commission does not grasp, that if these amendments are repealed it 

will most likely mean that Wilmar win in their attempt to completely control the marketing of all raw sugar and this will most likely 

result in Wilmar having ultimate control over what growers receive in payment for their cane.   It would also most likely mean that 

there is no competition and Wilmar would be both the monopoly miller and the monopoly marketer.  Plus  there would be no way 

for growers to compare if Wilmar is a gold medal performer or if they have tanked. 

From our assessment Wilmar’s sugar marketing performance has been pretty crap. Wilmar International’s just released 2nd 

Quarter results state that Sugar had made a loss of US$78m which was double the loss from the same time the previous year of 

$US$37m.  Apparently rallies in sugar futures caught out Wilmar’s marketing team. 

Other examples of interest in Wilmar’s sugar trading activities can be seen in a comparison of the 2015 managed pools for 

Australian raw sugar where the QSL Actively Managed Pool outperformed the Wilmar Managed Pool by $30 per tonne and the 

early indications for 2016 show that Wilmar is also behind QSL by $70 per tonne of raw sugar. 

The Productivity Commission say in their report that:  Legislation was also passed in Queensland in December 2015 to enable 

sugarcane growers to direct how millers market sugar internationally. This is likely to restrict competition and deter investment in 

milling capacity and innovative marketing. Reduced or degraded milling capacity is likely to reduce the productivity of the industry 

as well as incentives for structural adjustment in sugarcane growing. There will also be less competition if existing sugar millers 

decide to leave the industry.  

Come and support your CBL Representatives at the Townsville Hearing whilst 

we explain to the Productivity Commission that they have got this 

recommendation very very wrong. 

Hearing details 

Date:  Thursday 25th August  

Venue:  Rydges Southbank Palmer Street Townsville 

Commencement time:  around 8:30am with Canegrowers 

Burdekin due to speak at around 11:30am 

Click here to register 

 

The QSL Board will be in Townsville next 

Thursday 25th August and are available to meet 

with growers over a light lunch from around 12 

noon to 2pm at the Townsville Hotel (formerly 

the Ibis, this is straight across the road from the 

Productivity Commission venue). Interested 

growers are asked to contact Carla Keith on 

0409 372 305 or  Carla.Keith@qsl.com.au 

http://cp.mcafee.com/d/5fHCN8e6jqb0WXypEV7fECXCQQkS7C7ASmjqqar3P3OoVMSCyCMYMYCOMrjhjvu76zCXX9JrV_4lEj_Q2MaJIf8NGo-denXmPtJxV6dj7NFO_qSrs73HLqevW_fcecKfZuVtdAQsTV5BVxN5XBHEShhlLt_BgY-F6lK1FJcSMrLObxEVuhhpjKYrKr01bmUzkPSJVa0ITacLFBCUN-4YQz6lCPVJNY348WXcSgryl
http://www.pc.gov.au/inquiries/current/agriculture/register-to-attend-hearing
mailto:Carla.Keith@qsl.com.au
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Crush statistics 
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2014 12.81 12.41 12.52 13.17 13.78 14.16 14.24 14.38 14.50 14.75

2015 12.39 12.84 13.35 13.66 13.91 14.28 14.37 14.58 14.76 14.94

2016 11.87 12.22 10.94 12.12 12.57 12.64 12.11 12.74 13.20
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WABACG FlashMarket 
report 
The July edition of the World Association of Beet and Cane 

Growers flash Market Report is available here. 

Road access rules set 
to change 

After much work conducted on behalf of the industry by 

CANEGROWERS in the many months of meetings the 

requirements for access to public roads for wide, class 1, 

agricultural vehicles and combinations are expected to 

change. 

From 1 September 2016, Growers need to be aware that the 

changes will come in the form of two gazetted notices: 

Firstly, a notice for the Zone 1 area north of Granite Creek 

(Rockhampton) is expected to effectively allow access to 

major and minor (council) roads for agricultural vehicles up to 

5.0m wide.   

Secondly, the current trial notice is expected to be changed to 

a permanent notice. This allows access to critical roads 

(including the Bruce Highway) for agricultural vehicles of 3.5m 

to 4.0m  

Industry guidelines are being drawn up as a pre-requisite and 

the exact conditions of these notices will be communicated to 

growers as soon as they are available. 

The latest edition of Landcare in the Burdekin is available 

online here. 

In this edition, Digging Deeper project digs up 10 new 

graduates, NRM Hub, Burdekin Weed Spotters, Volunteers 

improve waterways for a healthier Great Barrier Reef and much 

more. 

Cane trains can’t stop 
like cars  
CANE trains can’t swerve and they can’t come to a quick stop 

to avoid collisions with motorists.  

That’s the message from Wilmar Sugar at the start of Rail 

Safety Week  (15 August).  

Cane Supply and Grower Relations General Manager Paul 

Giordani said motorists had more capacity than train drivers to 

avert collisions at rail crossings.  

“Our drivers follow strict safety protocols and are well trained in 

emergency procedures. But the reality is they cannot always 

avoid an impending collision,” Mr Giordani said.  

“People need to understand that cane trains cannot just pull 

up. “It takes more than 1km for a fully loaded cane train to 

come to a complete stop using emergency braking. That’s the 

length of 10 football fields.”  

Mr Giordani said cane trains were operating 24 hours a day, 

seven days a week, across all cane-growing regions at this 

time of year.  

He urged motorists to approach all rail crossings with caution, 

obey all signs and always give way to oncoming cane trains.  

Mr Giordani said there had been a concerning number of cane 

train safety incidents so far this crushing season, particularly in 

the Herbert.  

“There were three collisions and one serious near-hit in less 

than a fortnight,” he said.  

“Fortunately no one was seriously hurt, but in all cases, the 

incidents were preventable.”  

Wilmar Sugar runs a multi-media cane train safety awareness 

campaign in conjunction with Mackay Sugar and Tully Sugar.  

The company also works closely with Queensland Rail on rail 

safety matters.  

http://files.canegrowers.com.au/queensland/flashmarket/FlashMarket-2016-04.pdf
http://us11.campaign-archive2.com/?u=4b34d81c203438c435be8dcfb&id=ddfd6b52ba&e=
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Vegetation plan gets the chop 
The State Government suffered its first legislative defeat last night when its vegetation management bill was voted down. 

The bill which contained controversial laws on tree clearing had been introduced by the State Government back in March. 

Hundreds of farmers had earlier in the week marched on 

parliament in protest against the proposed laws stating they 

would hinder the advance of agriculture and were unworkable.  

The death knell came from former Labor MP-turned-independent 

Billy Gordon who issued a statement just before 5pm yesterday. 

Mr Gordon’s statement can be read by clicking here. 

Subsequently, Mr Gordon’s vote against saw the legislation 

defeated, as the LNP and Katter Party crossbenchers also voted 

it down. 

Deputy Premier Ms Trad said after the vote that the State 

Government could tighten regulations around clearing permits for 

high value agriculture projects. 

“We know in an administrative sense we can in fact tighten that 

loophole,” she said. 

“Ultimately though, we need stronger laws.” 

But Deputy Opposition Leader Deb Frecklington said the vote was a win for common sense. 

“I think for indigenous groups, for farming families and for all Queenslanders this is maintaining common sense native vegetation 

laws,” she said. 

“These are the laws that struck the right balance between protecting the environment, protecting the Reef and making sure our 

farmers can continually do their business.” 

Landholders were celebrating after a hard-fought campaign against the laws they said would hamstring farmers, hold up important 

development across northern Australia and on indigenous land, and make criminals of people on their own property. 

Opposition north Queensland spokesman and Natural Resources Shadow Minister Andrew Cripps said it was “a nonsense to 

suggest, as Labor and the Greens have done, that the clearing of land vegetation is undertaken indiscriminately”, accusing Labor 

and the Greens of “a concerted campaign of scaremongering’’ on the issue. Mr Cripps statement to the Queensland Parliament as 

recorded by Hansard can be viewed by clicking here. 

Mr Gordon said while broadscale clearing wasn’t good for his electorate, he could not support the laws. 

“After months of consultation with a variety of people, groups and organisations around my electorate, and those adjacent areas to 

the Cook electorate, I am of the firm view that the proposed vegetation management reforms don’t strike the necessary balance 

between indigenous economic development, protecting the environment and supporting our farmers,” he said. 

Mr Gordon said he was still interested in working with the Government and others to “find the balance”. 

Farming lobby group AgForce has welcomed the rejection of “ill-conceived laws” general president Grant Maudsley said would 

drive up food prices, stifle regional development and cost jobs. 

He said he hoped a workable policy could now emerge. 

“The Palaszczuk Government’s vegetation management laws 

were opposed by the agricultural sector, indigenous groups, the 

mining industry, the property industry and lawyers, among 

others, so the defeat of these laws will be welcomed by many 

people right across Queensland,” he said. “This vote is a victory 

for common sense.” 

Hundreds of farmers had earlier in the week marched on parliament in 

protest against the proposed laws stating they would hinder the 

advance of agriculture and were unworkable 

http://files.canegrowers.com.au/Burdekin/canenewslinks/160818TheBalanceVMA.pdf
http://files.canegrowers.com.au/Burdekin/canenewslinks/17082016-Mr_CRIPPS-no_subject_found-GrSpchMarker640803A.pdf
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Burdekin growers flock to fertiliser efficiency 
program 
CANEGROWERS congratulates the growers behind 50 farms which have signed up to a crucial second phase of a fertiliser 

efficiency program in the Burdekin – the region with Queensland’s biggest sugarcane production figures. 

“Growers have been telling us they want evidence that changing practices will be worthwhile, that they won ’t lose money or 

production while meeting environmental objectives,” CANEGROWERS CEO Dan Galligan said. “This Burdekin nitrogen trial 

project is all about growers proving the science for themselves and their neighbours.” 

Over the past five years, a project called RP20 involved a small number of growers who had been sceptical about the industry ’s 

Six Easy Steps nutrient management program in rigorously testing it on their individual properties, measuring the results of 

following its recommendations in their unique growing conditions. 

The farmers have come out the other end as enthusiastic converts to the Six Easy Steps science-based guidelines, as 

summarised in this video produced by project partner Sugar Research Australia http://bit.ly/2blJOrU 

“Not only are the growers still running highly productive farms, they are also saving costs on fertiliser!” Mr Galligan said. “This is a 

win on so many levels for the industry and these growers are leaders among their peers for taking action on being involved and 

testing the science for themselves.” 

One grower has calculated his savings to be $28,000 on 100 ha worth of fertiliser while another has estimated he is using 15 

tonnes less fertiliser a year without losing any cane tonnage or sugar content.  

The potential for any nutrient losses from their farms into the environment and downstream to the Great Barrier Reef has been 

greatly reduced. Everything being put in the fields is calculated, through the Six Easy Steps program, to be just what the cane 

plants need. 

Following this success, the Department of Environment and Heritage Protection has committed funding through its reef water 

quality initiatives to support 100 more growers through the process under a project called RP161. 

“We are delighted that all of the places in the first year of this project have been quickly taken up – 50 farms will benefit this year 

and more next year,” Mr Galligan said. “Six Easy Steps ties in to our industry best management practice program Smartcane BMP 

which, through the efforts of farmers across the industry, is delivering productivity and water quality results across all cane 

growing districts. 

“These projects are a perfect example of growers, industry research and government all working together towards the common 

goal of a sustainable sugarcane industry, contributing to the Queensland economy for decades to come.”  

For case studies of the growers involved in RP20 click here. 

http://bit.ly/2blJOrU
http://www.sugarresearch.com.au/icms_docs/243579_Burdekin_Nitrogen_Trials_-_Case_studies_and_trial_results.pdf
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Precision agriculture: what can we do 
now and what does the future hold 

SRA teamed up with the Society of Precision Agriculture Australia (SPAA) to run the very successful Talking Precision Ag in Cane 

event at Home Hill this June. 

This was the first time SPAA has held a sugarcane event and about 70 people attended to learn from a range of inspiring and 

informative speakers. 

The event focussed on what can be done now and local PA gurus Terry Granshaw and Denis Pozzebon spoke about their 

experiences using variable rate technology for herbicide application, highlighting the benefits and bringing in equipment to help 

explain how it works. 

Growers then heard insights into in-depth use of PA on St John Kent’s Darling Down’s pulse and grain farm. Mr Kent spoke 

candidly on his PA journey, starting with a switch to controlled traffic in the 1980s to today, when he is able to correlate yield 

mapping to compaction zones with related soil moisture issues, resulting in fine-tuning his farm management down to tyre tread 

pattern and the position of his herbicide tanks. 

Bryan Granshaw, from BMS LaserSat, spoke on the potential of using multiple layers of soil mapping information to better 

manage farm inputs. He explained how mapping can be applied to reduce the cost of using expensive ameliorants like gypsum 

and lime, through variable rate application. He also explained how technology can now be used to quickly measure compaction, 

soil EC values and particle size and a range of other parameters creating layers of spatially displayed information that can be 

used to better understand and potentially resolve problems in the paddock. 

The theme of mapping and utilising these layers of information continued with a talk from Farmacist ’s Peter McDonnell who spoke 

of his experience collecting and utilising information layers through EC mapping and soil testing, along with working on an SRA-

funded project with Andrew Robson of the University of New England. This project uses satellite imagery to obtain crop yield 

estimates, crop growth curves and measures nitrogen response in the cane leaf. Peter’s main message to the audience was that 

the information available through mapping and other PA technology is great and the power of the technology is constantly 

improving – but it all must be ground truthed which can only be done by getting out in the paddock. 

Troy Jensen, of the University of Southern Queensland, spoke of another SRA-funded yield mapping research project. This 

project uses yield monitors on harvesters and includes trials that have been run with Burdekin grower Denis Pozzebon. Troy 

outlined the continuing improvement in the accuracy of yield monitors on harvesters, from early work in 1998 (with David and 

Graeme Cox) to the present day. The current mapping is still not considered accurate enough to serve precision agriculture 

mapping purposes however ground-truthing of the data showed the technology is progressing. 

Development of machine vision-based weed spot spray systems by the NCEA 

Dr Steve Rees of the NCEA had everyone talking with his work on machine vision based weed spot spraying. This project is 

funded through SRA and is successfully developing technology to identify and target weeds. 

There technology could reduce losses of pesticide in runoff, increase overall profit margins and manage herbicide resistance. 

Existing WeedSeeker technology can identify the green of a weed on a bare background and automatically spot spray the weed 

(shown to work on bare earth and trash blanket). While the technology that is commonly used in the grains industry has been 

shown to work in cane, the practicality and economics have not been there. 

The NCEA Automation, Robotics and Machine Vision Group are working on the new generation of optics driven weed tech, 

proving that not only is green-from-green discrimination possible, they have also developed technologies that can differentiate 

between leaf texture and shape and using affordable computer gaming technologies have added depth and segmentation to the 

suite of tools.  

What does this mean? Using NCEA’s machine vision techniques, scientists are able to differentiate between different types of 

grass, for example guinea grass and sugarcane and can identify where the weedy grass is even if it is partially obscured by the 

sugarcane. The next step is to fire a jet of herbicide directly at the weed and research for this is underway. 

Testing of the technology on several hectares of sugarcane in Bundaberg showed a weed hit rate of 85% with only 0.02% false 

trigger rate on crop. Additional trials provided up to an 87% hit rate on weeds with a 3.5% false trigger rate where the crop and 

weeds were significantly occluded. 

The next step for Steve is to develop this further in the field, which he will be doing in partnership with SRA Weeds Agronomist 

Emilie Fillols. The team is also working on making the technology more user-friendly, enabling the technology to work at higher 

speeds by adding a multi-core processing technique and working towards the ability to spray during daylight hours.  

Over the next two years Steve and his team will be perfecting the technology; focusing on automated spot spraying that will be 

able to identify and spray weeds in typical sugarcane crops. 
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CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the 
fight on all issues affecting cane farmers  

For the week ending 16 August 2016 

Executive comment 
 The CANEGROWERS Policy Council met last week. The Council discussed a multitude of policy issues around marketing, 

transport and electricity and had guest presentations from the Minister for Environment Steven Miles, Sugar Research 

Australia CEO Neil Fisher and QSL CEO Greg Beashel.  The Council also paused to recognise the contribution of our 

CANEGROWERS Isis district manager, Wayne Stanley who is retiring at the end of September after 46 years with the 

organisation.  Wayne’s sage advice and wealth of experience will be missed by all, not least by his local growers.  A full 

dedicated Information Update describing the outcomes of the Policy Council will be distributed this week. 

 Prior to the Council, the new Membership Taskforce met to further discuss strategies for demonstrating membership value for 

money.  This preceded the formation of the industry policy committees around Farm Inputs and Research, Economics and 

Trade and Environment and Sustainability. 

 The NAB provided an economy wide, market update last week.  It was a topical update given recent decisions by the reserve 

bank to lower interest rates.  The presentation highlighted the fact that there is certainly a mining and non-mining economic 

dynamic at play in Australia and while our national position is perhaps better than we may presume, the Queensland 

economy remains somewhat stuck between the two worlds and is neither declining nor growing particularly strongly.  Further 

reflection can be made by the lack of impact of the successful Reserve Bank of Australia interest rate cuts. 

Australian Sugar Milling Council (ASMC) Technical Committee meeting 
 CANEGROWERS with Bernard Milford as a consultant attended the ASMC technical committee meeting. The main item on 

the agenda was a report from Sugar Research Australia (SRA) into the requirements and issues for obtaining pattern 

approval for NIR to be used as the basis for cane payment.  SRA will continue to develop the evidence to provide to the 

National Measurement Institute (NMI).  

 Generally, NMI had not had adequate resources to focus on issues with regard to cane payment since the change from the 

statutory role of BSES ceased.  

 It had been agreed by Australian Sugar Industry Alliance (ASA) that SRA would be requested to add the Laboratory Manual 

for Australian Sugar Mills (with the updated methods for cane payment) to its library and maintain the publication of updates. 

The updates would be triggered and commissioned by ASA. 

Transport 
 Work progressed on the development of an industry guideline for the movement of over width agricultural vehicles. A draft 

should be available to members of the Farm Input and Research Committee early next week. 

Reef Alliance Reef Trust Phase Three delivery in the Burdekin 
 CANEGROWERS attended the Burdekin Sugarcane Working Group Reef Trust III delivery meeting in Townsville. The 

meeting included the cane grower collectives form the region, as well as DAF, Cane Productivity Boards, Extension and NQ 

Dry Tropics NRM. 

 The meeting discussed: 

o   Overview of Reef Programme (2013-2016) results and outcome 

o   How is success measured? 

o   Updated Burdekin Water Quality Improvement Plans 

o   Reef Trust III Burdekin delivery 

o   Smartcane BMP and Water Quality linkages  

o   Accredited/validated training options  

o   Tying in with existing Programmes in the Burdekin 

 Matt Kealley presented Smartcane BMP, how it links to Reef Trust and took questions on sustainable sugar and delivery of 

BMP. 
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QSL Marketing Choice 

QSL’s ongoing efforts to implement Marketing Choice by securing On-Supply Agreements (OSAs) with MSF Sugar, Wilmar and 

Tully Sugar are continuing, although with varying levels of progress. Our arrangements with MSF Sugar are the most advanced, 

with QSL and MSF Sugar reaching agreement regarding commercial terms for an OSA. This is now subject to necessary changes 

being made to the existing Raw Sugar Supply Agreements in place with Bundaberg Sugar, Isis Central Mill and Mackay Sugar. 

The due process associated with the required contractual adjustments is well underway and we hope to reach agreement 

regarding these in the near future. Once this is achieved, QSL will be able to finalise the MSF Sugar OSA and begin to take 

marketing and pricing nominations from those growers who have signed a CSA with MSF Sugar. 

QSL appreciates that many MSF Sugar growers are keen to nominate QSL as their marketer as soon as they sign their CSA 

documentation, regardless of whether QSL’s OSA with MSF Sugar is in place. In the interests of full transparency, QSL strongly 

recommends that MSF Sugar growers read the full Pool Pricing Terms and other information regarding our 2017-Season 

marketing services and pricing products prior to assigning their marketing nominations. This information will be featured in QSL’s 

MSF Sugar Grower Handbook, which we intend to distribute as soon as the MSF Sugar OSA is in place.  

QSL 2016 Pools Update 

Current as at 29, July 2016 

 With the ongoing strength in the global raw sugar market, our sales and pricing program remains well positioned to capture these 

higher values.  We are also continuing to monitor the weather situation across the state, as part of our production risk 

management strategy. Here’s an overview of our current marketing and pricing position:  

 QSL Actively Managed Pool is around 56 per cent priced with around 180,000mt unpriced. 

 QSL Harvest Pool is around 50 per cent priced with around 500,000mt unpriced.  

 Around 476,000mt of this tonnage is the production buffer.  QSL must hold off from selling and pricing this tonnage until it is 

actually delivered.  

 Due to the wet start to the season we have held off pricing some of the in-season tonnage. We continue to monitor the 

weather as the crushing continues across the state.  

 The QSL Harvest Pool is well positioned to manage possible production fluctuations in the crop, however, if the crop estimate 

does hold, then the pool is well positioned to capture higher values that may be available in the market later in the year. 

 QSL currently has sufficient sales to manage the storage profile with approximately 558,000mt of raw sugar yet to be sold.  

 We also have a number of sales with alternative supply options, which provide protection against any production shortfall, 

while also providing opportunities to capture further value once the crop is delivered.  

For a more information about the QSL Harvest Pool and the mechanisms in place to manage production risk, refer to the Pool ’s 

Description Statement here. 

http://www.qsl.com.au/sites/default/files/2016%20Harvest%20Pool_0.pdf
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Pricing information 

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices 

published on the QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated 

regularly and provides a sense of how the QSL-managed pools are performing 

over the current season.   

  Gross $/Tonne IPS     

Net 

2016 Season $578 $558 

2017 Season $545 $525 

2018 Season $510 $490 

2019 Season $489 $469 

Estimated QSL Pool Prices 

As at 29 July 2016 

 $/Tonne IPS 

GROSS 2016 

QSL Harvest Pool $509 

QSL Actively Managed Pool $542 

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool $457 

QSL US Quota Pool $769 

QSL 2-season Forward Pool  $476 

QSL 3-season Forward Pool  $494 

2016 Season Advances & Payments 

as at 8 August 2016 

* paid 

The Advance Program is a guide only. CANEGROWERS Burdekin takes no 

responsibility for its accuracy.  It only applies to growers who did not forward 

price for 2015 (the default method).  Growers who have forward priced for 

2015 will be paid the same percentage of their final expected proceeds.  For 

individual advance rates check your grower forecast on the Wilmar website.  

  
$/tonne IPS 

% estimated 

return 

Initial  $267   

18 August 16* $326   

20 October 16 $351   

15 December 16 $377   

26 January 17 $410 80.0% 

23 February 17 $423 82.5% 

23 March 17 $448 87.5% 

20 April 17 $461 90.0% 

18 May 17 $474 92.5% 

22 June 17 $487 95.0% 

Final Payment $513 100% 

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices 

as at 19 August 2016 

Waterfind Burdekin 

Haughton WSS Water 

Market Summary  

Allocations 

Dam Storage 

The above information is provided by Waterfind.  The 

information provided is of a general nature only and must not 

be relied upon in substitution for professional advice. 

Waterfind accepts no responsibility for the accuracy, 

completeness or timeliness of any information provided. For 

more information click here. 

As at 18 August 2016 

100.5% 
18 Aug 2016 

http://bit.ly/Waterfind
http://bit.ly/Waterfind


 

 10 

     Meeting 
John Hy Peake Room, Burdekin Shire Council 

Tuesday 9th August,  5pm 

DATES TO 
REMEMBER 

Sugar Industry Calendar 

Click here 

 

@BurdekinCANE 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd 

www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au 

Would you like to 

advertise in 

canenews? 

Email 

bdk@canegrowers.com.au  

to receive more 

information 

6% Discount 
Exclusive offer to members 

of CANEGROWERS 

Burdekin 

FREE 
SIX EASY STEPS 

COURSE 

http://www.canecalendar.com.au/
https://twitter.com/burdekincane
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Canegrowers-Burdekin-Limited/365513130247968?ref=hl
http://www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au
mailto:bdk@canegrowers.com.au
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EXCLUSIVE 

MEMBER 

OFFERS 

Discounted online training 

Members of CANEGROWERS Burdekin can access 

the online courses for a discounted price. 

Courses Available 

 “Safe working near electrical assets in the rural 

industry”  

Participate in OHS Processes 

Farm Safety for Farm Managers 

Members receive the discounted price of $50 with non

-members paying $100. 

To register phone 47903600 



Contact Us 

HEAD OFFICE 

141 Young Street, Ayr 

bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm   

Fri:  9am - 3pm                                                                                                    

4790 3600  

PROJECT & TRAINING CENTRE  

CANEGROWERS Hall,  

68 Tenth Street, Home Hill 

 

Debra Burden General Manager 0417 709 435 

4790 3603 

Wayne Smith Manager: Member Services 0428 834 802 

4790 3604 

Michelle Andrews 
JP (Qual) 

Manager: Finance & Admin 4790 3602 

Tiffany Giardina Payroll & Administration 4790 3601 

Racheal Olsen Insurance Manager 4790 3605 

0408 638 518 

Mel De Domenico Administration Officer 4790 3608 

Email address:  firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au 

DIRECTORS  

Phil Marano 

Chair 

marano@bigpond.com 0404 004 371 

Owen Menkens 

Deputy Chair 

owen_menkens@hotmail.com 0409 480 179 

Steven Pilla spilla8@bigpond.com.au 0417 071 861 

Roger Piva rogerdpiva@gmail.com 0429 483 815 

Sib Torrisi sibbyt58@bigpond.com 0429 827 196 

Greg Rossato greg_rossato@outlook.com 0418 713 563 

canenews  is read by the majority of Burdekin 

cane farmers and their families in the Burdekin.  

Copies are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS 

Offices, businesses, industry, politicians, 

Government Agencies and members of the 

community. 

 

Published Weekly by: 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited 

 

ABN:    43 114 632 325 

Postal Address:   PO Box 933,  AYR  QLD  4807 

Telephone:   (07) 4790 3600 

Facsimile:   (07) 4783 4914 

Email:    bdk@canegrowers.com.au 
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Disclaimer 

In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our” 

means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our 

directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter 

has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do 

our very best to present information that is correct and 

accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or 

representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or 

accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter, 

for any purposes. 

Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be 

excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss, 

damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of 

the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information 

appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole 

responsibility and risk associated with the use and results 

of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you 

agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage 

whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of, 

or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We 

recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any 

information provided in this newsletter. 

Burdekin Cane Auditors—Workplace Coordinators 

Site Name Email Phone 

Inkerman Vicki Lewis vicki@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4782 1020 

Kalamia Ray Collinson ray@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4783 0319 

Pioneer Geraldine Cantarella geraldine@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4782 5346 

Invicta Mark Saunders mark@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4782 9153 


