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In-principle agreement reached between QSL and 
Wilmar On Supply Agreement 
QSL has stated that they and Wilmar have reached in-principle agreement regarding the key terms of the On Supply Agreement 

and are now working through the negotiation and documentation required to finalise a detailed contract. 

With the On Supply Agreement (OSA) progressing growers should prepare for what this means.  With an agreed OSA, Cane 

Supply Agreements can be finalised, Marketers can be chosen and pricing can begin. 

As the timeframe will be quite tight, with the crush starting in a couple of months growers are urged to complete as much as they 

can beforehand to make the process run faster and smoothly. 

Two important things that can be done now is, if you are thinking of choosing QSL to market your sugar fill in the pre-registration 

form and return to QSL for you to be set up in the system.  If you require a form please contact Carla or Rebecca on the details 

below.   

The other action being recommended is that each grower logs onto the grower web and completes the Terms and Conditions for 

electronic signature authorisation as this will be required to sign the CSA and other agreements with Wilmar. 
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Pricing information 

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices 

published on the QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated 

regularly and provides a sense of how the QSL-managed pools are performing 

over the current season.   

  Gross $/Tonne IPS     

Net 

2017 Season $495 $475 

2018 Season $497 $477 

2019 Season $486 $466 

Estimated QSL Pool Prices 

As at 17 March 2017 

 $/Tonne IPS 

GROSS 2016 

QSL Harvest Pool $514 

QSL Actively Managed Pool $560 

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool $466 

QSL US Quota Pool $775 

QSL 2-season Forward Pool  $479 

QSL 3-season Forward Pool  $497 

2016 Season Advances & Payments 

as at 10 March 2017 

* paid 

The Advance Program is a guide only. CANEGROWERS Burdekin takes no 

responsibility for its accuracy.  It only applies to growers who did not forward 

price for 2016 (the default method).  Growers who have forward priced for 

2016 will be paid the same percentage of their final expected proceeds.  For 

individual advance rates check your grower forecast on the Wilmar website.  

  
$/tonne IPS 

% estimated 

return 

Initial  $267   

18 August 16* $326   

20 October 16* $368   

15 December 16* $383   

26 January 17* $423 80.0% 

23 February 17* $437 82.5% 

23 March 17* $460 87.5% 

20 April 17 $473 90.0% 

18 May 17 $486 92.5% 

22 June 17 $498 95.0% 

Final Payment $525 100% 

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices 

as at 7 April 2017 

Sugar industry Code of 
Conduct  
Following Tuesday’s meeting of the Federal Government’s 

Executive Council, the Sugar Industry Code of Conduct was 

made by the Governor-General and published in the Federal 

Register of Legislative Instruments.  The code was effective 

Wednesday 5th April. 

CANEGROWERS welcomes the code as it provides the much 

needed mechanism to resolve deadlocks in negotiations. 

The Federal Government has outlined the purposes of the Code 

as: 

• to regulate the conduct of growers, mill owners and 

marketers of sugar in relation to contracts or agreements 

for the supply of cane or the on supply of sugar; and 

• to ensure that supply contracts between growers and 

mill owners have the effect of guaranteeing a grower’s 

choice of the marketing entity for the grower economic 

interest sugar manufactured from the cane the grower 

supplies; and 

• to require and provide for pre-contractual arbitration of 

the terms of agreements for the supply of cane or the on 

supply of sugar if the parties fail to agree to those terms; 

• to the extent that those contracts or agreements have at 

least one party that is a corporation. 

Key features of the code are: 

• In the event that the parties to a cane supply or sugar 

marketing agreement are unable to agree the terms of 

the agreement, either party may invoke the arbitration. 

• The code obliges parties to contracts and agreements, 

or proposing to be parties to such agreements, to act in 

good faith.  Explicitly to act reasonably, fairly, honestly 

and cooperatively, and not to mislead, harass, intimidate 

or oppress any other party or proposed party.  The 

explanatory memorandum makes it clear that an 

arbitrator will be able to take into account the behaviour 

of parties. 

• The parties must mutually agree an arbitrator within 10 

days or if they cannot agree the Treasurer, in 

consultation with the Agriculture minister, will appoint an 

arbitrator.   

• Initial arbitration extends for up to 30 days with the 

arbitrator able extend it by 30 days if needed.  The 

arbitration is conducted in accordance with the 

Resolution Australia Arbitration Rules 2016. 

• Parties pay their own costs and equally split the cost of 

the arbitrator, venue hire, expert reports commissioned 

by the arbitrator, and any other costs determined by the 

arbitrator.   

• The code explicitly preserves the supervisory jurisdiction 

of the courts.  

• The ACCC has no explicit role in the code. 

• Regulations made under the Competition and Consumer 

Act lapse after two years and the operation of the Code 

will be reviewed within 18 months of commencement.  

More information can be found here. 

https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2017L00387/Explanatory%20Statement/Text


 

 3 

Farmers begin Cyclone Debbie recovery 
Queensland farmers have begun the process of rebuilding and recovery from the recent damage inflicted by Tropical Cyclone 

Debbie and the associated flooding. The scale of the damage has been extensive from north Queensland to northern NSW. 

An up to date, regional and industry specific breakdown of Queensland’s agricultural impact is available HERE. 

Queensland Farmers’ Federation President Stuart Armitage welcomed the activation of Category B disaster assistance for 

primary producers in the Central highlands, Gladstone, Gold Coast, Isaac, Lockyer Valley, Logan and Scenic Rim. These regions 

join the already declared Mackay and Whitsunday. 

Details on Natural Disaster Relief and Recovery Arrangements (NDRAA) support payments available can be found HERE. 

“In coordination with industry members, QFF has already swung into action and is ready to again play a key role facilitating 

support and communication between government and industry,” 

“It is essential that impacted farmers collect and pass information to their industry associations that quantifies the extent of the 

damage to their businesses,” 

“This information is used to ensure appropriate recovery processes are implemented. Regardless of the impact felt, all information 

is fed into the whole of agricultural sector impact assessment.” 

Primary producers are encourage to make contact with one of the following peak industry association groups: 

AgForce, CANEGROWERS, Cotton Australia, Flower Association, Growcom, Nursery & Garden Industry Queensland (NGIQ), 

Pork Queensland Inc, Queensland Chicken Growers’ Association (QCGA), Queensland Dairyfarmers’ Organisation (QDO), 

Queensland United Egg Producers (QUEP) and Timber 

Queensland. 

“QFF has a dedicated farmerdisastersupport.org.au website that 

provides postcode and industry specific advice for farmers in the 

aftermath of a natural disaster. The website is a ‘one-stop-shop’ 

to access information, updates, and to better communicate the 

sometimes confusing and overwhelming messages in the time 

after a disaster,” said Mr. Armitage. 

“QFF strongly encourage farmers to use this service as it 

provides financial, industry and mental health support in one 

place,” 

“It will be some time before the full extent of the damage is well 

understood and in some way quantified, but the initial impacts 

have been realised,” 

“QFF will continue to work closely and constructively with 

government to ensure the appropriate levels of support are on 

offer for farmers through the Natural Disaster Relief and 

Recovery Arrangements (NDRAA).” 

“The journey to recovery is not one taken alone. Industry 

organisations and QFF are here to assist farmers through this 

process and are committed to ensuring our sector gets back on 

its feet.” 

 

Phone Brendon 0428 220 789 
20 Westcott Road Homebush Qld 4737 

 

WESTCOTT 
ENGINEERING 

Harvester Blade Re-sharpening  
ALL SIZES 

 
VARIOUS SIZED RESHARPENED HARVESTER BLADES  

FOR SALE 
 

Tungsten Hardfacing 
ON ALL EQUIPMENT 

 

• EXCAVATOR TEETH 

• BUCKET TEETH 

• RIPPER POINTS 

• BASECUTTER DISKS 
   (BUILT-UP, REPAIRED AND HARD FACED) 

• HARVESTER SHOES 
   (BUILT-UP, REPAIRED AND HARD FACED) 

• FAN HARD FACING & BALANCING 

WILL PICK UP & DELIVER FOR LARGE QUANTITIES WE OFFER PICK UP AND DELIVERY FOR LARGE QUANTITIES  

http://cp.mcafee.com/d/k-Kr6gUSyMqekm64TAT3tPqqar3P3Orb9Jd5dxVxVcsUrjhjououjpodFEFK3zhOqehP0USggawGSMYz6FzUQVvJrdSS7AoRcv6DbZHpIQsLmd7b_LfZvAm4XKctuVtdAsDOrZQmrYJt6OaaJT6el3PWApmU6CSjqrNK_c6zAQsFTjuvs76XCM0sidKrEVNYGjbGX3ifYLAUXoHBzVmaACPy7CzCRASbCzCRDTO5y28V
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/FZsScygw739J5wQsEIc9L9K6XCQQkS7C7ASmjqqar3P3OoVMSCyCMYMYCOMrjhjs76zAQszC1NIwwl1lJxV6dj7NFO_qSrJIf8NGo-denXmPpEVuIqen_uvW_8I9TsoWZOWr8VfATXEITVqWdAklrKcsG7DR8OJMddI6QTzt-od79EVjKCY-UedTdw0UArsThPzVkCnlS6AvhVv9NSNnb7OIl9dD4fd7dH9Ind7dHfLA
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/2DRPowrhod7ab32rOrxKVJd5dxVxVdBASCyCMYMYCesdFEFIfcf9II6QQkT1NEVd78Vwsr885glrouhzkNYqsLSJCXr3OcqCfzjB-RISqenH6zB_TD-LOb2tT6eLsKCOejVd-Wbd-mKzp55mXz7axVZicHs3jrVJdUTvC3hOqekXFLfK3ztPo0e96TdQsU-l9BRtxF7-nOstIlONYH5ijpN3PhPqOr5PhPqPXV2N14sM
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/avndzgQcz9J5wQsEIc9L9K6XCQQkS7C7ASmjqqar3P3OoVMSCyCMYMYCOMrjhjs76zAQszC1NIwwl1lJxV6dj7NFO_qSrJIf8NGo-denXmPpEVuIqen_uvW_8I9TsoWZOWr8VfATXEITVqWdAklrKcsG7DR8OJMddK6QTzt-od79EVjKCY-UedTdw0UArsThPzVkCnlS6AvVv9NSNnb7OIl9dD4fd7dH9Ind7dHfLAb4
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/FZsS838A721J5wQsEIc9L9K6XCQQkS7C7ASmjqqar3P3OoVMSCyCMYMYCOMrjhjs76zAQszC1NIwwl1lJxV6dj7NFO_qSrJIf8NGo-denXmPpEVuIqen_uvW_8I9TsoWZOWr8VfATXEITVqWdAklrKcsG7DR8OJMddzzqrNK_c6zAQsFTjuvs76XCM0sidKrEVNYGjbGX3ifEYLAUXoHBzVmaACPy7CzCRASbCzCRDTO
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/2DRPoO76Qm3hOyMMCYCUrKrjhjououjppdFEFIfcf9zD3qqar3P3Orb1Jd5dMsqejhOeo76O21k5mS7AoRcv6DbZHpKSMYz6FzUQVvJrdCzBWNEVvZV_HYyMDtNzHTbFIzA-jvKyPvBHEShhlKUNOEuvkzaT0QSYrjudTVwQsCzBeWrPXwUTsS03yhJPt7efBiptnoqh_BYD7r5sIvaNkASsgYQsSICNsQsSI--gIgh7
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/2DRPoArhod7ab32rOrxKVJd5dxVxVdBASCyCMYMYCesdFEFIfcf9II6QQkT1NEVd78Vwsr885glrouhzkNYqsLSJCXr3OcqCfzjB-RISqenH6zB_TD-LOb2tT6eLsKCOejVd-Wbd-mKzp55mXz7axVZicHs3jpEVdFL6XYMqejhODtdVZMsrKr01N8SVKzD7OFcKHId8_O-jzJyKmfBoGire8uqermjoKqermvv8m88z
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/5fHCN0qdEI6zB5xxdVdMTsSCyCMYMYCOOrjhjououj7e6QQkS7C7ASm3qqarwUQsCzAsMedA42EaJIf8NGo-denXmPtJxV6dj7NFO_qSrd7bRzhO_XP_nV5xeXz7nKnjp79YC_t5C_bnhIyyHtNzBgY-F6lK1FJ6VJdUTvC3hOqekXFLfK3ztPo0e96TdQsU-l9BRtxF7-nOstIlONYH5ijpN3PhPqOr5PhPqPXV2N14
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/k-Kr6xAqdEI6zB5xxdVdMTsSCyCMYMYCOOrjhjououj7e6QQkS7C7ASm3qqarwUQsCzAsMedA42EaJIf8NGo-denXmPtJxV6dj7NFO_qSrd7bRzhO_XP_nV5xeXz7nKnjp79YC_t5C_bnhIyyHtNzBgY-F6lK1FJ54SCYrLP1EVd7atQTDT1NKVI074zrCWesvaAOWKMQzWfbVeeSaVo-lyF9IUxVEVJpdyVEVJpZYxo
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/k-Kr410SyMqekm64TAT3tPqqar3P3Orb9Jd5dxVxVcsUrjhjououjpodFEFK3zhOqehP0USggawGSMYz6FzUQVvJrdSS7AoRcv6DbZHpIQsLmd7b_LfZvAm4XKctuVtdAsDOrZQmrYJt6OaaJT6el3PWApmU6CQkPqrNK_c6zAQsFTjuvs76XCM0sidKrEVNYGjbGX3ifYLAUXoHBzVmaACPy7CzCRASbCzCRDTO5y28
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/1jWVIg6h0SyMqekm64TAT3tPqqar3P3Orb9Jd5dxVxVcsUrjhjououjpodFEFK3zhOqehP0USggawGSMYz6FzUQVvJrdSS7AoRcv6DbZHpIQsLmd7b_LfZvAm4XKctuVtdAsDOrZQmrYJt6OaaJT6el3PWApmU6CQmjqrNK_c6zAQsFTjuvs76XCM0sidKrEVNYGjbGX3ifYLAUXoHBzVmaACPy7CzCRASbCzCRDTO5y
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/2DRPoQczgQrhod7ab32rOrxKVJd5dxVxVdBASCyCMYMYCesdFEFIfcf9II6QQkT1NEVd78Vwsr885glrouhzkNYqsLSJCXr3OcqCfzjB-RISqenH6zB_TD-LOb2tT6eLsKCOejVd-Wbd-mKzp55mXz7axVZicHs3jqb1JdUTvC3hOqekXFLfK3ztPo0e96TdQsU-l9BRtxF7-nOstIlONYH5ijpN3PhPqOr5PhPqPXV2
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/2DRPowrhod7ab32rOrxKVJd5dxVxVdBASCyCMYMYCesdFEFIfcf9II6QQkT1NEVd78Vwsr885glrouhzkNYqsLSJCXr3OcqCfzjB-RISqenH6zB_TD-LOb2tT6eLsKCOejVd-Wbd-mKzp55mXz7axVZicHs3jqbVJdUTvC3hOqekXFLfK3ztPo0e96TdQsU-l9BRtxF7Q-nOstIlONYH5ijpN3PhPqOr5PhPqPXV2N14
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/2DRPowrhod7ab32rOrxKVJd5dxVxVdBASCyCMYMYCesdFEFIfcf9II6QQkT1NEVd78Vwsr885glrouhzkNYqsLSJCXr3OcqCfzjB-RISqenH6zB_TD-LOb2tT6eLsKCOejVd-Wbd-mKzp55mXz7axVZicHs3jqbVJdUTvC3hOqekXFLfK3ztPo0e96TdQsU-l9BRtxF7Q-nOstIlONYH5ijpN3PhPqOr5PhPqPXV2N14
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/2DRPoArhod7ab32rOrxKVJd5dxVxVdBASCyCMYMYCesdFEFIfcf9II6QQkT1NEVd78Vwsr885glrouhzkNYqsLSJCXr3OcqCfzjB-RISqenH6zB_TD-LOb2tT6eLsKCOejVd-Wbd-mKzp55mXz7axVZicHs3jqbxJdUTvC3hOqekXFLfK3ztPo0e96TdQsU-l9BRtxF7-nOstIlONYH5ijpN3PhPqOr5PhPqPXV2N14s
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/k-Kr410SyMqekm64TAT3tPqqar3P3Orb9Jd5dxVxVcsUrjhjououjpodFEFK3zhOqehP0USggawGSMYz6FzUQVvJrdSS7AoRcv6DbZHpIQsLmd7b_LfZvAm4XKctuVtdAsDOrZQmrYJt6OaaJT6el3PWApmU6CQjqrNK_c6zAQsFTjuvs76XCM0sidKrEVNYGjbGX3ifYLAUXoHBzVmaACPy7CzCRASbCzCRDTO5y28V
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More than $700,000 for grower 
innovation now available 
Are you a Burdekin cane farmer with an innovative idea? We want to hear from 

you. 

NQ Dry Tropics will open expressions of interest for Innovation Grants this week 

as part of the Australian Government’s $42 million commitment to the Reef 

Alliance Program. The Reef Trust: Reef Alliance Program - Growing a Great 

Barrier Reef, is supporting new practices that will improve water quality in the 

Great Barrier Reef lagoon. 

Sustainable Agriculture Program Coordinator Colleen James said the program 

was a great way for leading growers to drive water improvement in the 

Burdekin, and to be rewarded for their forward-thinking approaches. 

“The  NQ Dry Tropics Sugarcane Innovation Program is delivering more 

than  $700,000 of Innovation grants in the Burdekin to develop grower-led 

innovative projects that will reduce nutrient losses from farms through new and 

improved practices,” Ms James said. 

“We are seeking innovation aimed at decreasing the impact of agriculture on the 

water, soil and biodiversity assets of the Great Barrier Reef catchments, while 

maintaining, and where possible enhancing, profitability and productivity,” she 

said. 

Innovation grants are capped at $100,000 and innovation projects must be 

completed by June 2019.  

Expressions of interest are now open. For more information, go to 

www.nqdrytropics.com.au. 
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DATES TO 
REMEMBER 

Sugar Industry Calendar 

Click here 

 

@BurdekinCANE 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd 

www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au 

Would you like to 

advertise in 

canenews? 

Email 

bdk@canegrowers.com.au  

to receive more 

information 

http://www.canecalendar.com.au/
https://twitter.com/burdekincane
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Canegrowers-Burdekin-Limited/365513130247968?ref=hl
http://www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au
mailto:bdk@canegrowers.com.au


Contact Us 

HEAD OFFICE 

141 Young Street, Ayr 

bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm   

Fri:  9am - 3pm                                                                                                    

4790 3600  

bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

CANEGROWERS Hall  

68 Tenth Street, Home Hill 

 

Wayne Smith Manager: Member Services 0428 834 802 

4790 3604 

Michelle Andrews 
JP (Qual) 

Manager: Finance & Admin 4790 3602 

Tiffany Giardina Payroll & Administration 4790 3601 

Racheal Olsen Solaris Insurance  Brokers 

Manager 
racheal_olsen@solarisinsurance.com.au 

4790 3606 

0408 638 518 

Email address:  firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au 

DIRECTORS  

Phil Marano 

Chair 

marano@bigpond.com 0404 004 371 

Owen Menkens 

Deputy Chair 

owen_menkens@hotmail.com 0409 480 179 

Steven Pilla spilla8@bigpond.com.au 0417 071 861 

Roger Piva rogerdpiva@gmail.com 0429 483 815 

Sib Torrisi sibbyt58@bigpond.com 0429 827 196 

Greg Rossato greg_rossato@outlook.com 0418 713 563 

canenews  is read by the majority of Burdekin cane 

farmers and their families in the Burdekin.  Copies 

are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS Offices, 

businesses, industry, politicians, Government 

Agencies and members of the community. 

 

Published Weekly by: 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited 

 

ABN:    43 114 632 325 

Postal Address:   PO Box 933,  AYR  QLD  4807 

Telephone:   (07) 4790 3600 

Facsimile:   (07) 4783 4914 

Email:    bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

 

Please direct all advertising enquiries and materials 

to the above. 

Disclaimer 

In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our” 

means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our 

directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter 

has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do 

our very best to present information that is correct and 

accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or 

representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or 

accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter, 

for any purposes. 

Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be 

excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss, 

damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of 

the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information 

appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole 

responsibility and risk associated with the use and results 

of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you 

agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage 

whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of, 

or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We 

recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any 

information provided in this newsletter. 

Burdekin Cane Auditors—Workplace Coordinators 

Site Name Email Phone 

Inkerman Vicki Lewis vicki@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4782 1020 

Kalamia Ray Collinson ray@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4783 0319 

Pioneer Geraldine Cantarella geraldine@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4782 5346 

Invicta Mark Saunders mark@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4782 9153 


