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Queensland Government and cane farmers work 
together to support our reef 
The new government in Queensland has thrown their support behind the industry’s best practices program for sugarcane 

growers, Smartcane BMP. 

Talks with new environment Minister, Steven Miles, have confirmed that the Palaszczuk Government will continue the contract in 

place to roll out Smartcane BMP across the State, funding the program until 2017. 

CANEGROWERS Chairman, Paul Schembri says he is encouraged by the nature of conversation with the Hon Dr Steven Miles, 

Minister for Environment and Heritage Protection and Minister for National Parks and the Great Barrier Reef. 

“We came away enormously pleased with the continued commitment by Minister Miles that the government would continue its 

support of Smartcane BMP.  I really came away with the impression that it is not the intention of the government to go back to the 

big stick regulatory approach. 

“That said, the government clearly outlined that it is keen to see continued engagement in the Smartcane BMP and increased 

numbers of registration and accredited growers.” 

The government is committed to the $100 million over five years, as announced in the lead-up to the election.  This sum is 

flagged for investment towards water quality initiatives, scientific research and helping businesses transition to better 

environmental practices in the primary production and fishing industries. A high-level taskforce will determine the mix of tools and 

the best possible approach to the future management of the reef.   

One of the ways to reduce sediment reaching 

the reef is wetlands.  Burdekin grower Vince 

Papale features in the recent you tube video 

(available here) Wetlands and the Great 

Barrier Reef.  This video highlights the many 

values of wetlands in the Townsville and 

Burdekin Shires and promotes the importance 

of wise management of these areas in 

helping to protect the outstanding universal 

value of the Great Barrier Reef. 

As Vince states, “If you have a meandering, 

well treed wetland it actually slows the water 

flow across your property.  It allows any 

sediments or anything that sediment may be 

carrying from your own property or 

surrounding properties or even the town, 

allows the water to slow down enough to 

deposit some of it out before it reaches the 

Great Barrier Reef.” 

To sign up for Smartcane BMP contact Burdekin Productivity Services’ Terry Granshaw on 0437 553 149 or visit 

www.smartcane.com.au. 

Vince Papale in the “Wetlands and the Great Barrier Reef” video 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jqqgMJKnp_E&feature=youtu.be&autoplay=1&rel=0&hd=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jqqgMJKnp_E&feature=youtu.be&autoplay=1&rel=0&hd=1
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0439 542 017 

 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin invites 

members and guests to attend a  

members information 

session   

& lunch 

Wednesday 20th May 

Commencing at 11am 

Ending by 2pm 

CANEGROWERS Hall, Home Hill 

 

Guest Speakers:   

Greg Beashel 

CEO, QSL 

 

Ranee Crosby  

CEO, Port of 

Townsville 

RSVP to Tiffany on 4790 3600 or email 

bdk@canegrowers.com.au by Friday  

15th May 

anzac day 

They shall not grow old as 

we that are left grow old 

Age shall not weary them, 

nor the years condemn 

At the going down of the 

sun and in the morning 

We will remember them 

Lest we forget 

Ethanol back on agenda, Government 
green lights exploration into expansion 
of biofuels 
 

CANEGROWERS has added its support to the announcement by the 

Queensland Government today that they are looking into the potential 

of unlocking the potential of Queensland’s biofuels, which could well 

point towards taking a serious look at introducing an ethanol mandate 

for Queensland.  

The absence of an ethanol mandate in Australia has hampered 

investment in the sector. 

Acting CEO of CANEGROWERS Ron Mullins says the 

CANEGROWERS has always viewed ethanol as a future plank of 

economic sustainability, given that it is a value-add which, done right, 

would be complementary to Australia’s current raw sugar export focus. 

“Sugarcane growers are always looking for sustainable diversification 

options – another avenue other than relying solely on sugar 

price.  Ethanol has certainly long been touted as another market for 

Australian sugar and this is an opportunity to take on learnings from 

countries around the world so Australia can set about creating a robust 

way to structure such a mandate,” says Mr Mullins. 

“We welcome this step in the right direction and encourage a truly 

bipartisan approach.  The success of this hinges on consistency and 

veracity of government policy, if it will encourage investment in the 

sector needed to make this a going concern for Queensland.” 

Mr Mullins has confirmed that CANEGROWERS will be an active 

contributor to the discussion and process going forward. 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin remembers 
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Would you like to advertise in the canenews? 

Email bdk@canegrowers.com.au to receive more information 

Managing soil in cane meeting 
Last week Wayne and Debra attended a Wilmar hosted industry 

meeting to discuss the opportunities to proactively implement dirt 

management actions prior to the 2015 crushing. 

The reduction of dirt in cane is seen as an important issue as it is 

impacting the profitability of both growers and Wilmar.  There 

was some discussion around the impact dirt has on CCS and 

that if dirt reduced CCS by 1 unit this reduced the income 

growers received per tonne of cane by $4.   

The desired outcome of this first meeting  was to have a shortlist 

of strategies to positively influence dirt levels that the local 

industry can work on this year. 

The initial meeting had three speakers who shared their thoughts 

on what opportunities exist to manage this issue.  

The first presenter was Phil Patane from SRA.  Phil spoke to a 

PowerPoint available here and highlighted that a relatively 

simple  opportunity exists to reduce dirt if growers ensured they “hill-up” with the same profile as their harvest contractor.  Phil 

advised that SRA would consider running a “Harvesting Forum” in the Burdekin with SRA harvesting specialists and other experts 

invited to speak.  Phil also advised that the SRA Harvesting Manual appeared to be well received.  (Click here).  The idea of a 

Harvesting Forum held prior to the start of the crush was well received by the attendees. 

Terry Granshaw,  in his new role as BMP Extension Officer for BPS, then provided an overview of the trial BPS is undertaking on 

the impact of harvesting on ratoons plus Terry spoke of his experience as a harvest contractor. 

The final session was an overview by Michael Blakey from Blakey Welding.  Michael has developed a new design for base cutter 

discs whereby he has moved the base cutters to an angle.  Michael explained his goal was to “take the base cutter out of the 

dirt”.  Pioneer grower Malcolm Kelly spoke positively about his experience trialling the  “Blakey Discs” stating “It is early days but 

could be a major change in harvesting”.  Michael advised he was putting his money where his mouth is and is going to make up 

sets for people to trial in the coming season. 

The following actions were broadly agreed: 

1. Investigate the best methods of communicating dirt levels to growers and contractors through-out the season 

2. Support SRA holding a Harvest Forum prior to the start of the season 

Michael Blakey holding his “Blakey Disc”, grower Malcolm Kelly  
holding a standard disc and Phil Patane from SRA  

Who is your group 
spokesperson for 
2015? 
Growers are reminded of the requirement under the terms and 

conditions contained in Clause 5.3 of the Cane Supply 

Agreement to advise Wilmar of their Harvesting Group 

Spokesperson by the end of April. 

This person acts as an agent for the members of the 

Harvesting Group for all discussions and agreements over 

harvesting issues with Wilmar Sugar. 

Where the Harvesting Group fails to appoint a spokesperson 

and to communicate the identity of the Group Spokesperson 

to Wilmar by the end of April, Wilmar Sugar may appoint a 

Harvesting Group Spokesperson from that Harvesting Group.  

http://files.canegrowers.com.au/Burdekin/canenewslinks/Harvest%20management%20strategies%20to%20reduce%20cane%20loss.pdf
http://www.sugarresearch.com.au/content/FlippingBooks/Harvesting%20Best%20Practice%20Manual/
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University 
of 
Queensland 
offer free 
course to 
combat climate 
denial 
The University of Queensland is offering a free course to 

arm people with the necessary tools to understand and 

combat climate skepticism. 

The course, called “Making Sense of Climate Denial”, will 

start next week, and is free and entirely online. 

The open online course will examine issues such as the 

gap between public and scientists, the psychological and 

social drivers of the rejection of scientific consensus, and 

how climate denial has influenced public perceptions and 

attitudes towards climate change. 

For more information and to enrol in the course click 

here. 

The Cane Cutters  ….a 
clip from 1948 on cane 
cutters in North Qld 

This short film (click here) takes a look at the life of 

Queensland sugar cane cutters. It shows itinerant workers 

contracting with a cane farmer, cutting the cane and loading it 

for transport, from early morning to dark. Other sequences 

show the cutters in their quarters eating as much food as they 

need to carry out a tough job.  

The film is straightforward in its approach: cane cutting is 

hard work although the pay is good and the industry itself 

means much to the thriving state of Queensland. Made by 

The National Film Board 1948. Directed by Hugh McInnes. 

http://www.uq.edu.au/sustainability/free-online-edx-course-making-sense-of-climate-science-denial
https://www.youtube.com/watch?list=PLC1C65CB0D8565AE2&t=113&v=_2D3ioAH6_4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?list=PLC1C65CB0D8565AE2&t=113&v=_2D3ioAH6_4
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Ag.Trade.Life agricultural exhibition: More than just a field day! 
GROWERS from all regions are invited to attend CANEGROWERS Mackay’s third annual two-day all of agriculture field days – 

Community Bank® Ag.Trade.Life - at the Mackay Showgrounds on Friday May 1 and Saturday May 2. 

CANEGROWERS Mackay chairman Kevin Borg said this year, while the economic climate was not a positive one, had still 

attracted strong support from exhibitors. 

“We’re proud to announce that we’ve got a lot of diversity featured at the 2015 tri-regional event (Mackay, Isaac & Whitsunday) 

with all of the traditional field day exhibitors as well as new ones,” Mr Borg said.  

“The sugar industry is of course one of the major industries in our region that is represented, but we are certainly growing, year by 

year, the agri-businesses, services and organisations, that service other sectors as well.” 

Community Bank® Ag.Trade.Life showcases new technology and innovation in the agricultural industry and is as well a platform 

for the latest in machinery, farming implements, tools and new cars. 

“I think regardless of where you are growing sugarcane you will find many items and exhibits of interest,” Mr Borg said. 

“Smartcane BMP information, productivity, weed and pest management, land care, fertilisers, rural supplies, fuels and oils, and of 

course we have irrigation, pumping, tyres and even some droughtmaster bulls – and that is just the tip of the iceberg,” he said. 

“We’re fortunate to have representation this year from CANEGROWERS Queensland on hand to demonstrate the new 

Smartcane BMP record keeping App. This free app provides growers with easy access to their Smartcane account and it can be 

used to easily record fertiliser, chemical and irrigation records.” 

Mr Borg said CANEGROWERS Mackay and Mackay Area Productivity Services would also be available to talk through the 

Smarcane BMP process. 

“This is the best opportunity growers attending the field days will have with three experts on the program available to talk with.” 

Other features of the event to look forward to include the number of agri-businesses represented along with milling companies. 

Families travelling to Mackay will find the event is very inclusive and has plenty of features catering for people of all ages. 

“We got a great kids zone, selfie stations for the young and young at heart, photo boards, worm farm, baby farm animal petting 

zoo, working dog demonstrations and Clydesdale-pulled wagon rides. 

“We know the heritage engines and the historical tractors will be popular as will the Friday and Saturday lucky gate prizes. We 

have $500 vouchers up for grabs on each day. The jelly bean guessing competition is worth $200 in the hand, and we know 

some of our exhibitors have some excellent prizes to give away as well.” 

Mr Borg said growers could also help drought stricken graziers by buying a bale of hay, donating, purchasing limited edition 

labelled wines or attend the brief auction at the Community Bank® Back Paddock Bar on the Friday night.  

“We’ve got a Limited edition commemorative rum from the Sarina Sugar Shed, wines and one of the new Fire Knock Outs on the 

table with all proceeds going to Drought Relief for Longreach and Districts and Sarina RSL. 

He said Sarina RSL was now the only RSL between Bundaberg and Ayr.  

A big rig loaded with hay and bound for Longreach will be on site along with the Road Accident Action Group promoting their wide

-load campaign.  

“Visitors will even be able to try out the driving simulator using the ‘beer and marijuana’ goggles.  

Mr Borg said a new exciting feature was the Ag.Trade.Life Agri-Food Trail.  

“We are expecting this to be really popular as it features free sampling hours on both days, but also puts the spotlight on the agri-

food businesses in our own tri-regional back yards.  

“We are a very multi-faceted event that retains its integrity to all-of-agriculture from primary producers to awareness and 

promotion of the significant role agriculture plays in our rural and regional communities,” he said. 

The official opening will be held in the main marquee on Friday May 1 at 10.30am and conducted by Member for Mackay 

Julieanne Gilbert on behalf of Minister for Agriculture and Fisheries William (Bill) Byrne.  

“We extend a warm and sincere welcome to all. Our gate prices are family friendly at just $8 for adults and $5 for children. And of 

course if you are coming to Mackay you will find plenty of other attractions throughout the Mackay, Isaac and Whitsunday 

regions.”  

Community Bank® Ag.Trade.Life 2015  

Mackay Showgrounds 

Friday May 1, Saturday May 2 

Gates open 8.30am each day 
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Waterfind Burdekin 

Haughton WSS Water 

Market Summary  

Allocations 

Dam Storage 

The above information is provided by Waterfind.  The 

information provided is of a general nature only and must not 

be relied upon in substitution for professional advice. 

Waterfind accepts no responsibility for the accuracy, 

completeness or timeliness of any information provided. For 

more information click here. 

Transport 
 A meeting was attended with Agforce, Cotton Australia 

and the National Heavy Vehicle Regulator. The main issue 

was to show a united front with regard to access for over 

dimension agricultural vehicle and the current permitting 

system with Transport and Main Roads which was 

unworkable and to seek solutions via NHVR. Issues 

discussed were: 

 Pre approvals from regional councils so they did not 

need to be consulted when issuing notices. 

 Agreement between industry and regional councils for 

access to their roads without TMR involvement. 

 The benefit of NHVR taking back the permitting for 

class 1 agricultural vehicles ASAP.  

From a CANEGROWERS perspective NHVR indicated that 

the “trial” notice was a model which may be used across 

the country and thus of great interest to them. The 

CANEGROWERS expectations of changes to the trial (e.g. 

zone 1 to zone 2) were discussed. NHVR and TMR had 

had preliminary discussions NHVR had yet to receive the 

details from TMR. The priority given to this by TMR will 

determine the speed with which a conclusion is reached.  

 The TMR Agricultural Operations sub-committee meeting 

was attended.  There was discussion on review of FORM 

14, codes of practice, guidelines, case studies and FAQ’s 

mostly to provide farmers with understandable balance 

information in one place. QDAFF and TMR would liaise to 

progress some of these initiatives. It was uncertain if this 

committee would continue under TMR and there was 

discussion on maintaining it as an industry lead initiative 

with TMR invited. 

Environment 
 CANEGROWERS attended the NFF NRM committee 

meeting in Canberra on 13 April 2015. Discussion focused 

on offsets under the EPBC Act, Emissions Fund Reduction 

Scheme and Greenhouse Gas Emissions target for 2030. 

Presentations on these topics were made by the 

Department of Environment.  

 CANEGROWERS met with Hon Dr Steven Miles Minister 

for Environment and Heritage Protection and Minister for 

Great Barrier Reef.  CANEGROWERS Chairman Paul 

Schembri and Senior Manager Environment Matt Kealley 

discussed Smartcane BMP program’s future funding, reef 

water quality targets, regulations and the taskforce. The 

Minister was supportive of Smartcane BMP and confirmed 

it was their intention to use the taskforce to determine the 

mix of tools to support the reef.  

CANEGROWERS 
Queensland … taking up 

the fight  

http://bit.ly/Waterfind
http://bit.ly/Waterfind
http://bit.ly/Waterfind
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Pricing information 
2014 Season Advances & Payments 

as at 8 April 2014 

* paid 

The Advance Program is a guide only. CANEGROWERS Burdekin takes no 

responsibility for its accuracy.  It only applies to growers who did not forward 

price for 2013 (the default method).  Growers who have forward priced for 

2013 will be paid the same percentage of their final expected proceeds.  For 

individual advance rates check your grower forecast on the Wilmar website.  

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices 

as at 24 April 2015 

 $/Tonne IPS 

GROSS 

QSL Harvest Pool $406 

QSL Discretionary Pool $438 

QSL Actively Managed Pool $443 

QSL Growth Pool $442 

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool $429 

QSL US Quota Pool $604 

QSL 2014 Season Forward Pool $417 

QSL 2-season Forward Pool 2015 $425 

QSL 3-season Forward Pool 2015 $438 

QSL 3-season Forward Pool 2016 $426 

Estimated QSL 2014 Pool Prices 

As at 10 April 2014 

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices published on the QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This 

information is updated regularly and provides a sense of how the QSL-managed pools are performing over the current season.   

  
$/tonne IPS 

% estimated 

return 

Initial * $249   

21 August 14* $275   

23 October 14* $290   

18 December 14* $310   

22 January 15* $323 80.0% 

19 February 15* $337 82.5% 

19 March 15* $353 87.5% 

23 April 15 $368 92.5% 

21 May 15 $378 95.0% 

2 July 15 $388 97.5% 

Final Payment $400 100% 

  Gross $/Tonne IPS     

Net 

2015 Season $398 $378 

2016 Season $433 $413 

2017 Season $440 $420 

2014 Season Advances Change: 

QSL has provided advice in recent days that it has made a 

change to the advances program published recently by Wilmar 

on the grower website. 

We advise that the 2.5% sugar price increase scheduled for 

Thursday 25 June has now been put back 1 week for payment 

on Thursday 2 July. 

The final pay is expected to be paid on 16 July 2015. 

2015 Advances: 

The preliminary advice from QSL for the 2015 season 

schedule has been received. 

The initial advance rate is set at 57.5% of expected final price 

(determined at 25 April), with the first adjustment due to 

growers on 20 August being an increase to 65%. 

Subsequent in-season adjustments are 5% increases 

expected in October (to 70%) and December (75%). As usual, 

this initial schedule may be subject to adjustments in coming 

months. 

Estimated QSL 2015 Pool Prices 

As at 10 April 2014 

 $/Tonne IPS 

GROSS 

QSL Harvest Pool $386 

QSL Actively Managed Pool $387 

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool $405 

QSL US Quota Pool $658 

QSL 2-season Forward Pool 2015 $425 

QSL 3-season Forward Pool 2015 $438 

QSL 2-season Forward Pool 2016 $419 
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Week ending 24 April 2015 

QSL Shared Pool & Freight Premiums   

The QSL Shared Pool is made up of a number of elements – of which physical premiums and freight rates are key 
components. How QSL manages these elements, especially during times of low ICE 11 prices, can influence the 
overall value of the Shared Pool. Below we discuss some of the ways we work to maximise value from premiums 
and freight opportunities.  

Managing freight costs 

Freight represents the costs of shipping sugar to the customer and the way this cost is managed by the marketer will have a 

significant impact upon the final returns achieved. During the 2013 season, freight costs in the Shared Pool were more than $50 

million (A$24 per mt IPS). 

Like the ICE11 and FX markets, the freight market can be volatile and fluctuates depending on factors impacting supply, demand, 

weather and fuel prices.  Generally freight rates are determined by a combination of the vessel chartering rates and fuel or bunker 

costs.  As you can see in Figure 1 below, dry bulk freight chartering levels are at the lowest level since the 2008 market crash, 

due mainly to a decline in resources demand out of China and a surplus of new ships that have been commissioned or built 

already. Fuel bunker costs comprise about 30% of the total cost of the freight rates QSL receives and track the world oil market, 

so have dropped by about half in the last year.  

The net result of the above is that QSL’s freight costs for our key lanes have reduced in the last 12 months, however the freight 
rates for our competition in Brazil have declined even further because of their relatively longer shipping distance and 
corresponding higher fuel component. Figure 2 below highlights the freight cost differential between shipping sugar to a customer 
in Malaysia from Queensland versus shipping to that same customer from Brazil. As you can see, there is not much difference 
between the two and this means that the Far East Premium QSL can negotiate with Asian customers may be less than what 
we’ve previously been able to negotiate, when this differential was much larger. 

 

The importance of premiums 

The Far East (FE) Premium is generally understood to describe the difference in the seller’s freight costs and the next-best 
alternative source of raw sugar. The FE Premium levels that QSL can achieve are based on supply and demand in the Asian 
region, where often the next-best alternative source is Brazil. This means that the relatively higher freight cost from Brazil will set 
the benchmark for the FE Premiums that Thailand and Australia can achieve, and usually these premiums can add significant 
value to the QSL Shared Pool.  However, these premiums have recently come under some pressure, due mainly to the  lower 
freight costs from Brazil (as discussed above) and the larger than expected 2014/15 crop in Thailand,  which is expected to 
increase  supply in the Asian region.  

On a positive note though, QSL has a long history of chartering vessels in the region and works closely with our broker SSY to 
identify the right sized vessel and ship owner to meet our customer requirements at the optimal cost. Freight rates are also 
expected to strengthen during 2015. All ship owners are pushing to increase levels from the relatively low current market levels 
and this is reflected in the forward market for freight already. This freight increase will be a key development to help improve the 
FE Premiums for later in the year.  

Figure 1 Baltic Exchange Dry Index Source: SSY 2015 
Figure 2 QLD vs Brazil Freight costs to Malaysia differential  

Source : SSY,11 April 2015 
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Confirmed case of Cucumber green mottle mosaic virus in 

Queensland 

Biosecurity Queensland has quarantined a farm west of 

Townsville while it manages a confirmed case of Cucumber 

green mottle mosaic virus (CGMMV). 

CGMMV affects cucurbit species, such as cucumber, melons, 

watermelon, bitter-gourd, bottle gourd, zucchini, pumpkin and 

squash. 

There are no human health issues associated with CGMMV. 

 This appears to be an isolated case at one location and is the 

first time CGMMV had been found in Queensland. 

Biosecurity Queensland is moving quickly and working with the 

property owner to ensure the infection remains confined at this 

site. 

Following detection of the virus in the Northern Territory in 

September last year, Biosecurity Queensland has conducted 

surveillance on selected properties in all major cucurbit 

growing areas and of specific properties based on tracing 

information provided by the response program in the NT. This 

particular property was surveyed after a line of seeds returned 

a positive result. 

Imported cucurbit seeds were identified as a potential source of 

the CGMMV outbreak in the Northern Territory, and while the 

Australian Government has since tightened conditions on 

imported seeds, in this case it is believed the seeds would 

have been imported before this occurred. 

Fruit symptoms include internal rotting, yellowing or dirty red 

discolouration. Externally fruit can show lesions on the stem or 

malformation of fruit shape, and mosaic-like mottling of leaves. 

CGMMV is easily transmitted through infected plant material, 

seed and water, and also through contaminated equipment and 

clothing. 

In September last year, CGMMV was confirmed on a number 

of properties in the Northern Territory. Queensland responded 

by restricting the movement of cucurbit plants, fruit, and seeds, 

as well as soil, machinery, tools and packing equipment 

associated with cucurbit crops, from within, into, or out of 

Queensland without an inspector’s approval. 

CGMMV is a notifiable pest under the Plant Protection Act 

1989. Growers are urged to check their crops for the virus and 

contact Biosecurity Queensland immediately to report any 

suspected cases of CGMMV.  

Follow Biosecurity Queensland on Facebook and Twitter 

(@BiosecurityQld). 

Week ending        
24 April 2015 

Market Update  

By Shaun Tupou, QSL Treasury Analyst 
Current as of 21 April 2015  

Sugar 

For consecutive weeks the prompt position has managed a 
sustained rally. Finding a fortnight-high of 13.41 c/lb, the 
MAY15 position traded volatile sessions during a general 
upward trend in price. The gains were not distributed evenly 
across all contracts. Increased volumes and an inverse swing 
in the May/July spread led to the rest of the board lagging 
behind the May contract and with expiry a little over a week 
away market focus will now turn to how July will cope with the 
strong negative fundamentals it will face. 

Brazil continues to spearhead market sentiment. More rain in 
Centre South Brazil is delaying the start of the crop and 
hindering any of the limited harvesting that has started – 
despite this, it appears yields will continue to increase. 
Strengthening in the Brazilian Real and a reduction in the non-
index funds net short position have also been supportive as 
approximately 48,000 lots have changed hands. Moreover, the 
size of the Indian crop keeps increasing with estimates of over 
27 million tonnes of cane being reported.  

Much of the recent price strength has been a result of spec 
short-covering. Many of the Non-Index Funds continue to cover 
their positions with speculative buying that has been 
anticipated and enjoyed by commercial sellers. As the market 
recovers from contract lows experienced in late March, specs 
net short positions have decreased by 48,000.   

With smaller mills in Brazil already starting their crush, a switch 
to ethanol looks promising as more rainfall looks to hamper 
their production. Meanwhile, the remaining mills will continue to 
delay the start of their harvest as they make the most of the 
wet weather and increased yields. Calls for the Indian 
Government to buffer the current crop to ease oversupply 
pressures continues. However, how much of this surplus will 
enter the world market remains unknown.     

The surplus of sugar in the world continues to squeeze the 
sugar market and push the expected deficit further down the 
line. 

Currency 
The currency continued to trade a volatile market until the back 
end of last week where the Australian dollar surpassed 
numerous resistance levels to find 78 cents. This strength was 
supported by positive local employment data and a string of 
soft US data. The RBA decided to keep an interest rate cut on 
hold once again, although it looks almost certain that we will 
see a decrease in May’s meeting. Questions over domestic 
economic growth and weak commodity prices will likely force 
the RBA’s hand, despite continued strength in the housing 
market. Although recent strength in the AUD has been 
experienced, it appears movements in the AUD will continue to 
be dictated by the USD.  

Chinese trade data was a talking point outside the US, as 
disappointing imports growth weighed heavily on the AUD. On 
the back of this, market focus turned to key technical 
resistance levels on the downside which was eventually 
reversed during the latter half of last week following soft US 
data. 
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DATES TO 

REMEMBER 

Pest Advisory Forum, 

Friday 1 May, 8.30am-

3.30pm @ Ayr 

Showgrounds 

Healthy Habitats Field 

Day, Saturday 2 May, 

8.30am-12pm @ Juru 

Walk, Plantation Park 

Burdekin value-adding 

seminar, Friday 15 May, 

8.30am-4pm @ Burdekin 

Theatre 

Members Information 

Session, Wednesday 20 

May, 11am-2pm @ 

CANEGROWERS Hall, 

Home Hill 

Soil health Symposium, 

Thursday 21 May, 9am-

5pm @ Burdekin PCYC 

Sugar Asia Expo, Friday 

22 & Saturday 23 May, 

Bombay Convention & 

Exhibition Centre, 

@BurdekinCANE 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd 

www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au 

CANEGROWERS Directors have an intimate knowledge of local and 

regional needs.   

CANEGROWERS Directors are growers, just like you, doing demanding 

work for little monetary return.  They understand your needs. 

CHAIRS FOR 

HIRE 

 

CANEGROWERS Hall, 

Home Hill 

 

$10 plus  

$0.50 per Chair  

Plus GST 

80 Available  

 

To book please phone   

4790 3600 

Date Time Group Venue

Mon 27 Apr 8:30 Giru/Shirbourne D Polletto

Tue 28 Apr 8:30 Millaroo/Dalbeg J Cambruzzi

Tue 28 Apr 1:00 Inkerman/Fredericksfield/Koolkuna G MacElroy

Wed 29 Apr 8:30 Aerodrome/Colevale/Town/Pioneer Mill B Lago

Wed 29 Apr 1:00 Upper Haughton/Stockham Rd Mio

Thur 30 Apr 8:30 Selkirk/Haughton/Bartlett SISL

Fri 1st May 8:30 Clare/Mulgrave Clare Club

Mon 11 May 8:30 Airdmillan/Burstalls N Formalin

Mon 11 May 1:00 Waterview/Sextons E Pearce

Tue 12 May 8:30 Down River/Ramsdens N Pitris

Wed 13 May 8:30 Jardine/Mona Park/Barratta L Smith

Thurs 14 May 8:30 Rita Island SES Shed

Mon 18 May 8:30 Osbourne/Causeway/Iona R Piva

Mon 18 May 1:00 Airville/Dicks Bank/MsDesme BPS Shed

Tues 19 May 1:00 Darvenezia/Groper Creek/Marshalls B Santarossa

Wed 20 May 1:00 Jarvisfield/Kilrie Quartermaine

Shed Meetings 

https://twitter.com/burdekincane
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Canegrowers-Burdekin-Limited/365513130247968?ref=hl
http://www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au
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QFF & 
NFF 

Updates 

CANEGROWERS 

is an active 

member of 

National Farmers’ 

Federation (NFF) 

and Queensland 

Farmers 

Federation 

(QFF) , a 

partnership 

through which we 

have been able to 

concentrate and 

leverage 

influence in areas 

of importance to 

the cane 

industry.  As part 

of a range of 

services, NFF & 

QFF provides a 

range of 

information, 

including weekly 

cross-commodity 

updates.   

True Aussie Expansion Announcement  
The NFF and Meat & Livestock Australia (MLA) this week announced that the organisations would 
work together over the next twelve months to expand the use of the “True Aussie” brand across a 
broader range of Australian agricultural products. 

“True Aussie” was developed by MLA, in conjunction with the Australian Lot Feeders’ Association, 
the Cattle Council of Australia, the Goat Industry Council of Australia and the Sheepmeat Council 
of Australia.  

The brand was developed by MLA using detailed consumer insights and research about Australia’s 
positioning in key export markets. The brand has been successful in global red meat markets since 
its launch 12 months ago.  

During a 12-month pilot project, the NFF will be working with members to develop and examine 
relevant standards to ensure “True Aussie” quality; extend the brand’s reach; and spread the word. 
We see the brand as one which could apply to all agricultural commodities exported from Australia; 
and be accepted everywhere as an announcement of the highest quality produce. To view our joint 
release, please see here. 

This week, NFF President Brent Finlay was a panellist at the Global Food Forum, joining Angus 
Taylor MP and Joel Fitzgibbon MP to discuss foreign ownership of Australia’s farmland. The video is 
available here. Missed Simon Talbot speaking about “True Aussie”? His one-on-one interview with 
The Australian is also available here.  

NFF Seeks Solutions to Drought Crisis 
This week, the NFF—along with representatives from NSW Farmers and AgForce QLD—met with 
the Office of the Hon. Barnaby Joyce, to discuss the urgent need to better target current assistance 
measures and expand support to local communities.  

NFF tabled 21 recommendations, aimed at remedying the current drought support package. The 
latest talks with the Government followed a letter written to the Prime Minister Tony Abbott two 
weeks ago outlining concerns that farmers and communities are being denied assistance because 
of unforgiving eligibility criteria and red tape.    

The NFF has recently welcomed the Government’s proposal to expand drought assistance beyond 
the farm gate to local government and small business doing it tough. That said, the NFF urges the 
Government to consult on the design of any new measures, so that money allocated to support jobs 
goes where it is needed. For more, see our release here. For more info, please contact Charlie 
Thomas.  

Country of Origin Labelling  
The Government is conducting consultations with industry stakeholders in capital cities and some 
regional centres around Australia on proposed improvements to country of origin labelling. 

Details of the consultations, including locations and dates, can be found on the Department of 
Industry and Science’s country of origin labelling here.  The Government encourages industry to 
participate in the consultations. This will ensure a wide range of views will be taken into account 
when developing the new labelling rules.  

Attendance at the consultation sessions will be limited to one representative per organisation due to 
restrictions in venue capacity. In the event that interested representatives are unable to attend 
webinars will also be conducted. Webinar details will be made available on the webpage in the near 
future. NFF will be lodging a submission and interested members should contact Tony Mahar for 
input.   

Senate Inquiry: Impact of Temporary Migrants on 
Australian Labour Market 
The Senate is conducting an inquiry into the effect of migration on Australian workers and 
migrants, including employment opportunities, wages and conditions, skills and training. Key 
matters of interest to the agriculture sector will be the effectiveness of labour market testing 
provisions, exploitation of migrant workers (including by recruitment agents), pathways to 
permanency, labour agreement concessions and backpacker superannuation.  

The NFF will be making a submission to this inquiry, which is due on 1 May 2015. For more 
information, please contact Sarah McKinnon. 

http://www.nff.org.au/read/4921/true-aussie-recognise-australian-produce-globally.html
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/video/id-oyeGNqdDoIiDkv5MhtiXCzBuhW79tmHS/Rebuilding-brand-Australia
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/video/id-oyeGNqdDoIiDkv5MhtiXCzBuhW79tmHS/Rebuilding-brand-Australia
http://www.nff.org.au/read/4922/nff-seeks-solutions-as-drought-tightens.html
mailto:cthomas@nff.org.au
mailto:cthomas@nff.org.au
http://www.industry.gov.au/cool
mailto:tmahar@nff.org.au
mailto:smckinnon@nff.org.au


Contact Us 

HEAD OFFICE 

141 Young Street, Ayr 

bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm   

Fri:  9am - 3pm                                                                                                    

4790 3600  

PROJECT & 

TRAINING CENTRE  

CANEGROWERS Hall,  

68 Tenth Street, Home Hill 

 

Debra Burden Regional Manager 0417 709 435 

4790 3603 

Wayne Smith Manager: Member Services 0428 834 802 

4790 3604 

Michelle Andrews 

JP (Qual) 

Manager: Finance & Admin 4790 3602 

Tiffany Giardina Payroll & Administration 4790 3601 

Jim Kasper Insurance Manager 0408 638 518 

4790 3606 

Martine Bengoa Insurance Consultant 4790 3605 

Email address:  firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au 

DIRECTORS  

Phil Marano 

Chair 

marano@bigpond.com 0404 004 371 

David Lando 

Deputy Chair 

david@landoandsons.com.au 0417 770 345 

Russell Jordan jorfar@exemail.com.au 0427 768 479 

Owen Menkens owen_menkens@hotmail.com 0409 480 179 

Steven Pilla mpbella@bigpond.com.au 0417 071 861 

Roger Piva rogerdpiva@gmail.com 0429 483 815 

Sib Torrisi sibbyt58@bigpond.com 0429 827 196 

Arthur Woods artywoods1@bigpond.com 0415 961 945 

canenews  is read by the majority of Burdekin cane 

farmers and their families in the Burdekin.  Copies 

are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS Offices, 

businesses, industry, politicians, Government 

Agencies and members of the community. 

 

Published Weekly by: 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited 

 

ABN:    43 114 632 325 

Postal Address:   PO Box 933,  AYR  QLD  4807 

Telephone:   (07) 4790 3600 

Facsimile:   (07) 4783 4914 

Email:    bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

 

Please direct all advertising enquiries and materials 

to the above. 

Disclaimer 

In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our” 

means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our 

directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter 

has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do 

our very best to present information that is correct and 

accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or 

representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or 

accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter, 

for any purposes. 

Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be 

excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss, 

damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of 

the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information 

appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole 

responsibility and risk associated with the use and results 

of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you 

agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage 

whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of, 

or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We 

recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any 

information provided in this newsletter. 

Phone Tiffany today for a quote 4790 3600 

* Two employees paid fortnightly with membership discount applied. 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Payroll  ServiceCANEGROWERS Burdekin Payroll  Service  

At CANEGROWERS Burdekin we take the burden out of processing 

payroll, from just $1 a day* our comprehensive payroll service will 

cover all your reporting requirements. 


