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ARC UP Update 
It has been a very busy week 

and things are really starting to 

spark for the ARC UP campaign. 

During the week ARC UP 

representatives, Dale Hollis, Phil 

Marano and Debra Burden 

provided two updates to 

supporting MP Shane Knuth, the 

first update was provided in 

Townsville and the second 

update was in Brisbane at 

Parliament House.   

Mr Knuth remains very supportive of sponsoring a Private Members Bill and we have 

given an undertaking to gather community backing for the Bill to assist Mr Knuth to 

obtain  support in Parliament for the Bill to be 

carried. 

The role of ARC UP is to gather that 

community support. 

On that note, ARC UP has 

commenced meetings with key 

representative groups.  To date meetings have been held with the 

Electricity Trades Union and the Chamber of Commerce and 

Industry Queensland (CCIQ).  

Next week meetings are set to be held with National Seniors and 

consumer advocate and electricity expert Mr Hugh 

Grant.   Additional meetings are endeavouring to be arranged with the Council of the 

Aging, the Queensland Consumers Association and the Local Government Association 

of Queensland. 

Separately, ARC UP attended a meeting in Brisbane with Ergon Energy.  This meeting 

provided an overview to Ergon executives as to why ARC UP has been initiated and to 

explain that CANEGROWERS has made 31 submissions on electricity over recent 

years and that we cannot go on.  We and other electricity consumers in regional 

Queensland are desperate for relief and that is why we have stepped of the “electricity 

pricing process roundabout” and instigated ARC UP.  We explained that the initiation of 

a Private Members Bill is not our preferred action but we are desperate and we cannot 

see any other way to break this cycle of unaffordable and constantly rising  electricity 

prices. 

ARC UP has also been in contact with Energy Consumers Australia to investigate the 

potential of obtaining funding to cover the cost of the ARC UP campaign. 

The Treasurer 
responses to 
the potential 
of an ARC UP 
Private 
Members Bill 
On 9th & the 19th February, well prior 

to the instigation of ARC UP,  we 

wrote (click here) to the Treasurer 

requesting an urgent  meeting at a 

time and venue of his choice.  We 

requested this meeting to formally 

notify that we were desperate for 

relief from the crippling cost of 

electricity.  Our goal as explained in 

the letter was to work with the 

Palaszczuk Government to 

implement drastic change in the 

electricity sector with the result of 

affordable electricity which would 

allow the economy to grow and which 

would provide JOBS, JOBS JOBS 

with limited risk exposure to the 

Government. 

We have now received a letter in 

response from the Treasurer  (click 

here).  The Treasurer has 

acknowledged that the Government 

understands that electricity prices are 

a major concern but has not yet 

accepted our offer to meet.  We will 

continue to endeavour to obtain a 

meeting whilst at the same time ARC 

UP will continue to seek community 

support for our two key goals 

of  immediately cutting electricity 

prices for all Ergon consumers by a 

minimum 33 per cent followed by a 

complete review of the current pricing 

practices with the overall goal of 

returning Queensland to being the 

state that has the cheapest power in 

Australia.   

Phil Marano, Debra Burden, MP Shane Knuth & Dale Hollis 

You can add your voice to this 
campaign be simply Liking the 
ARC UP (click here) Facebook 

page and asking your friends to 

also Like the page.  

Let the Treasurer know what you 

think about RIP off electricity prices 

Write to: GPO Box 611 

   BRISBANE  QLD  4001 

Telephone: 07 3719 7200 

Email: treasurer@ministerial.qld.gov.au 

http://files.canegrowers.com.au/Burdekin/canenewslinks/Potential%20of%20a%20Private%20Members%20Bill%20to%20resolve%20the%20crippling%20cost%20of%20electricity%20%20The%20Treasurer%20follow%20up%20letter%2019%20Feb%202016.pdf
http://files.canegrowers.com.au/Burdekin/canenewslinks/Response%20from%20The%20Treasurer%2011%20April%202016.pdf
http://files.canegrowers.com.au/Burdekin/canenewslinks/Response%20from%20The%20Treasurer%2011%20April%202016.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/ARCupQld/
mailto:treasurer@ministerial.qld.gov.au


 

 2 

CANEGROWERS submission 
to QCA calling for lower 
electricity prices for irrigation 
tariffs  
CANEGROWERS made a submission to the Queensland Competition Authority 

(QCA) this week calling for lower electricity prices for irrigation tariffs.   (Click 

here). 

Noting that the proposed notified prices are excessive and do not meet the 

statutory criteria, CANEGROWERS recommends that the QCA reviews and 

substantially reduces notified retail prices in its final determination, to take into 

account the adverse economic and social effects of setting regulated prices well 

above cost. 

Key points include: 

 CANEGROWERS considers that the proposed increases in notified retail 

electricity prices for 2016-17 of between 10.3-11.5% for transitional tariffs 

are not consistent with the requirements of the Electricity Act 1994. 

 QCA has used an inappropriate definition of costs in the calculation of the 

“R” component of retail prices. 

 QCA has substantially over-estimated the actual cost of supplying 

wholesale energy in the Ergon retail market.   

 The proposed allowance for retailer costs in the draft determination is 

excessive. 

  CANEGROWERS is concerned that the draft determination materially 

magnifies efficiency and equity problems caused by previous excess 

investment and poor risk management leading to excessive regulated 

network costs. 

Extract from the CANEGROWERS submission 

CANEGROWERS urges the QCA to review its draft determination in light 

on the evidence presented in this submission that demonstrates the 

proposed notified prices are excessive and do not meet the statutory 

criteria.  

If the notified prices contained in the final determination do not conform 

with the statutory criteria, CANEGROWERS, as part of our broader 

campaign to secure lower and more sustainable electricity prices, may 

consider working with other Queensland and national consumer interests, 

and organisations, to launch a legal appeal against the final determination. 

#ARCUP Share 
your story 
Andrew Cappello, Chairman of Mackay Sugar 

Ltd and Chairman of Pioneer Valley Water Co

-Op Ltd, talks about the $512m impact 

unaffordable electicity has on Mackay region. 

Upwardly spiralling electricity costs are having 

a major and increasingly negative impact on 

production of sugar cane in the Mackay 

Region.  Irrigation in this area is 

supplementary and is vital in dry periods to 

provide some stabilisation for the agricultural 

economy. 

The December quarter (critical for crop yield) 

in 2014/15 saw one of the driest periods in our 

area for over 10 years with only 95mm of 

rainfall.  Irrigation usage for the Pioneer River 

Water Supply Scheme for the period was 

compared with a similarly dry period in 

2001/02 where 176mm was 

recorded.  Despite the considerably lower 

rainfall in 2014/15, irrigation water use was 

some 40% lower than in 2001/02.  The 

average electricity cost of pumping in the 

scheme has now increased by 154% to 

$31.90/ML in 2016. 

The correlation between declining water use 

and increasing electricity price is direct and 

incontrovertible. 

In 2001/02 electricity made up 63% of the 

variable charge in the Pioneer Valley Water 

irrigation scheme.  Based on QCA’s draft 

pricing for 2016/17, this is set to increase to 

82% of the variable cost.  The magnitude of 

this increase in PVWater pumping costs, on 

top of a similar electricity increase for on farm 

pumping, clearly shows why water use and 

production are declining alarmingly. 

Total sugar cane production in the Mackay 

Region for the dry 2001/02 year was 6.25 

million tonnes.  By 2014/15 this had reduced 

to 5.05 million tonnes.  This reduction in 

production represents a direct loss in gross 

revenue for the local sugar industry of around 

$93 million, or around $512 million to the 

regional economy.  Again an indication of the 

impact of the reduction in irrigation water 

usage in a dry period as a result of 

unaffordable electricity for the agricultural 

sector. 

We all need to ARC UP and get a 33% 

reduction in electricity prices. 

ARC UP on ABC radio 
Debra Burden talks with ABC 

North Qld reporter  Mark 

Jeffery on ARC Up.  

Click here to listen to the 

interview, the ARC UP story 

begins  from the 17th minute. 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-04-19/rural-qld-podcast-190416/7339090#.VxcGAEq8jwN.facebook


 

 3 

ARCUP @ARCUPQLD 

Agriculture Industries 
Electricity Taskforce  
The impact of high and rising electricity prices is a major 

concern to irrigators in Queensland and across Australia.   

 Reflecting this concern, CANEGROWERS; National Irrigators’ 

Council; NSW Farmers Association; National Farmers’ 

Federation; Cotton Australia; NSW Irrigators’ Council; 

Queensland Farmers Federation, Central Irrigation Trust (SA), 

Bundaberg Regional Irrigators Group (BRIG) have come 

together to form the Agriculture Industries Electricity Taskforce. 

 The Taskforce has developed a briefing paper and prepared a 

draft letter in support of the call for lower and more sustainable 

electricity prices.  These documents are available for download 

here:  

•      Draft letter (word document) 

•      Briefing paper (pdf) 

 Key points include: 

 Electricity pricing, policy and programs that drive water-

efficient irrigation practices and increased electrification of 

pumping, thereby reducing diesel consumption and 

increasing the energy productivity of Australian agriculture.  

 As part of this:  

 a national food and fibre tariff model tailored to the 

unique needs of producers. 

 a $250 million water and energy productivity program 

to fund and accelerate adoption of energy solutions in 

irrigation that enable smart, water efficient irrigation 

practices (pressurised, water efficient irrigation is 

energy intensive and data intensive). 

 a regional electricity policy framework that drives 

efficient demand management at the ends of networks 

and avoids large electricity users moving off the grid 

(leaving stranded network assets). 

 Policy and R&D that advances farm-scale renewable 

energy as part of integrated region energy supply and 

demand management solutions, thereby leveraging 

existing distribution assets. 

 Examination of a rule change at the Australian Energy 

Market Commission (AEMC) to change the way the 

regulated asset base (RAB) of network companies is 

calculated.    

 Write off of underperforming network assets to avoid 

consumers paying for past over-investment in network 

infrastructure (poles and wires). 

http://files.canegrowers.com.au/queensland/IU/IU037-16-Electricity-prices-letter.docx
http://files.canegrowers.com.au/queensland/IU/IU037-16-Electricity-prices-briefing-paper.pdf
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Smartcane BMP 
Workplace 
Health and 
Safety 
Workshop 
By Terry Granshaw 
On the 22nd of March, nine growers from across the Burdekin 

district attended a workshop at the Burdekin Productivity 

Services boardroom, to participate as a pilot group for the 

Smartcane BMP Workplace Health & Safety module. This 

workshop was put together due to requests from growers who 

wanted to learn more about the Workplace Health & Safety 

module and continue on to be accredited in this module. 

Adam Spinelli was the presenter for the workshop. Adam’s 

qualifications include the principle inspector for agriculture for 

Workplace Health & Safety Queensland. The Workplace 

Health & Safety Advisor for the Cairns Regional Council and is 

also an auxiliary fire fighter for Queensland fire and rescue. 

The growers who attended, had farms ranging from 50 Ha to 

2500 Ha. So a good cross reference of the Burdekin district. 

Over one million tons of cane was represented. Some growers 

who were present, employed up to fifty employees and others 

were self-employed.  

Discussion ranged from employees only needing access to 

basic first aid kits (as long as adequate numbers of workers 

have been trained to administer first aid) to appropriate training 

for an employee to install chopper blades in a harvester. There 

was also good discussion on the legislation putting more 

emphasis on employees taking more responsibility for their 

own safety in the workplace.  

The group were all in agreement that growers need to keep up 

to date with Workplace Health & Safety requirements on their 

own properties. As Adam explained, contractors who regularly 

work at the property should complete an induction at least 

once a year to be aware of any changes around the property. 

Designated hazards clearly marked on farm maps should be 

handed out at the beginning of a season to make workers 

aware of potential risks whilst at the workplace. Machinery 

should be set up with appropriate safety rails where possible 

and designated lines surrounding workshop equipment in 

sheds. PPE must be given out and appropriate training on how 

to use PPE for a particular job in the workplace. Other topics 

that were covered were remote isolated work, child safety, 

environmental hazards, record keeping and incident reporting. 

Feedback from the group was very positive. Everybody 

thought that Adam’s presentation was informative, balanced 

and that the Smartcane BMP module would be adequate for 

the sugar industry in the Burdekin. For more information on 

any of the Smartcane BMP modules please contact Terry 

Granshaw on 0437 553 149. 

SRA commissions 
independent 
performance review 
SRA is undertaking a performance review and anyone wishing 

to make a submission is being encouraged to do so by mid-

June. 

All industry-owned organisations, like SRA, are required under 

their statutory funding agreements with the Commonwealth 

Government, to commission regular independent corporate 

performance reviews. 

This independent review is being conducted by Scott Williams 

Consulting, and is due to be completed by September 2016. 

The research project team will examine how effectively and 

efficiently SRA is fulfilling its obligations to levy payers and 

Government.   

A key component of the project is consulting with industry. The 

project team will be making specific contact with the key 

industry organisations to obtain input into the review. The team 

also invites any industry stakeholder (growers, millers, 

research providers, consultants or any other interested party) 

to make a submission. People or organisations wishing to do 

so should visit the project website 

www.sraperformancereview.org or send an email to 

submissions@sraperformancereview.org. Alternatively, please 

contact Scott Williams on 0413 059 190.  

Submissions close 17 June 2016.  

http://www.sraperformancereview.org
mailto:submissions@sraperformancereview.org
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The potential of 
a  “Sugar Tax” has not 
gone away 
This week Senate Glenn Lazarus spoke out in favour of the 

introduction of the Sugar Tax.  Senator Canavan was quick to 

respond to support the cane industry.   Click here. 

An interesting article on the real causes of obesity. Well worth 

a read given the current debate about the potential introduction 

of a sugar tax is available here. 

International Sugar 
Organisation view on 
Sugar Health and 
Nutrition 
The ISO presented to CANEGROWERS in December on 

their  2016 work program which is focused on a study of the 

industrial and direct consumption of sugar including reviewing 

the changing structure of sugar consumption of individual 

countries to identify long term trends and drivers of 

consumption. But the most important area of work the ISO will 

undertake in 2016,  relates to research into the ongoing debate 

concerning the impact of sugar consultation on human health 

with a view to understanding its impact on the global food and 

drink market, consumer sentiment and government policy.   

This is so important as despite the lack of scientific evidence, 

sugar is being portrayed as the new  tobacco…salt …fat and 

the root cause of obesity, tooth decay and type 2 

diabetes.  Around the world, this portal is resulting in bans on 

certain sugary products, public policy recommendations from 

the World Health organization and taxes being implemented.  It 

is estimated the Government of Mexico collected 1.3 billion 

dollars from taxing high calorie sweetened drinks plus an 

additional 1 billion dollars from a tax on foods with “High 

Energy Density”.  Click here for more infomration. 

Reef Science 101? 

Not quite but certainly staff at AIMS provided a very good 

insight into the Institutes operations and activities last 

Wednesday in a tour and presentations tailored to inform 

agriculturalists who were visiting the research facility as part of 

an NQ Innovation in Agriculture 3 day bus tour hosted by NRM 

organisations -  NQ Dry Tropics, Terrain, Reef Catchments 

and Herbert Cane Productivity Services. 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Managers Debra Burden and 

Wayne Smith also availed themselves of the opportunity to 

visit AIMS as arranged with the bus tour organisers.  

AIMS Research Manager David Souter gave an over view 

of  the Australian Tropical Marine Research Agency that 

services government, industry and community needs by way of 

$40m government plus $20m industry and foundations annual 

funding. 

There are 210 staff plus up to 100 Post-doctoral and Ph.D. 

fellows and students as well. 

Senior Principal Research Scientist & Coral Reef Ecologist 

Katharina Fabricius who has been at AIMS for over 20 years 

gave a presentation on Water Quality in the GBR highlighting 

that nutrients attached to fine sediments that increase the 

survival rate of larvae that leads to outbreaks of crown of 

thorns starfish off Cairns (the only place in the GBR where 

nutrient rich flood waters reach outer reefs) that are a major 

cause to reef mortality and the linkages between major river 

flood events and the outbreaks have now been identified. 

Katharina’s power point presentation can be viewed by clicking 

here. 

Highlight of the tour was inspecting the latest addition to AIMS 

being the National Sea Simulator which is a $35 million facility 

established three years ago that allows researchers to conduct 

up to 48 different land based experiments at once as the 

simulator can set up controls for temperature, salinity, light and 

CO2. 

Wayne Smith, Katharina Fabricius AIMS Senior Principal Research 
Scientist & Coral Reef Ecologist, David Souter AIMS Research 

Manager and Simon Mattsson Nuttfield Scholar & Grower form Marian  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PuzMCOcUpa0&feature=youtu.be
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/sugar-health-what-can-outliers-tell-us-real-causes-obesity-kfouri
http://files.canegrowers.com.au/Burdekin/canenewslinks/ISO%20Sugar%20Heaalth%20and%20Nutrition%20condensed.pdf
http://files.canegrowers.com.au/Burdekin/canenewslinks/GBR_AIMS%20WQ_Apr2016.pdf


 

 6 

CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the 
fight on all issues affecting cane farmers  

For the week ending 19 April 2016 

Electricity 
 CANEGROWERS participated in the Australian Energy Regulator’s (AER) customer consultation in relation to the network 

tariff structure statement proposals made by Ergon and Energex. The AER meeting, designed to meet the AER’s customer 

consultation obligations, provided little new information and confirmed the inadequacies of the current electricity pricing 

framework.  

 CANEGROWERS participated in the Queensland Competition Authority’s (QCA) Consumer Advisory Committee 

meeting. The meeting focussed on the draft electricity price determination for Ergon. QCA advised the key drivers of price 

increases contemplated in the draft are driven by an increase in generation charges arising from developments, gas fired 

generation and increases in the retail component of prices. CANEGROWERS will be responding to the QCA draft 

determination. 

 In an effort to develop a new approach to the intractable electricity pricing issue, CANEGROWERS met with Sapere 

Research Group and is having further discussions with Hugh Grant about the development of a proposal to support a 

significant re-assessment of network tariffs for irrigation.    

 

Trade 
 Brazil has taken the first steps in a World Trade Organisation (WTO) challenge of Thai sugar policy settings. Brazil claims 

that Thailand is in breach of its WTO commitments by providing export subsidies in breach of its commitments under the 

Agreement on Agriculture. CANEGROWERS is following the dispute closely.  

 CANEGROWERS is continuing efforts to improve market access for Australian sugar to Japan and Indonesia. 

 CANEGROWERS is working closely with Tate & Lyle sugar to ensure sugar is fully and properly included in the proposed EU

-Australia FTA negotiations and agreement. 

 

Transport 
 CANEGROWERS attended the National Heavy Vehicle Regulator (NHVR) Agricultural Industry Operations Group meeting. 

The meeting was attended by NSW and National Farmers’ Federation (NFF) representatives and they clearly added some 

weight to the previous issues around access to roads for class 1 over-dimension agricultural vehicles. The following issues 

were of interest to CANEGROWERS: 

 NHVR is in the process of developing National Notices and agricultural vehicles are in the work plan with a project on 

agricultural vehicle due to be completed in July 2016. This will be used as the basis for developing a national notice for 

over dimension agricultural vehicles, but this is not expected before the first half of next year. 

 NHVR is in the final stages of developing a permit application and tracking system which is designed to simplify permit 

application for agricultural vehicles. This is due to be tested in the next few months and NHVR will only be in a position to 

take over the acceptance of permit applications towards the end of the year at the earliest. Until that time, the Department 

of Transport and Main Roads (TMR) will continue to manage the permit applications. 

 NHVR is still committed to notices and pre-approvals from road managers, where possible, to avoid issuing individual 

permits. They have been working with road managers to further this. 

 The dissatisfaction of the agricultural sector as a whole to the current situation was made clear, as was the need for 

issues to be resolved as a matter of urgency. 

 Presentations with regard to fatigue, chain of responsibility and swept path research were given by NHVR.  

 CANEGROWERS met with TMR’s Deputy Director General, Mike Stapleton, and discussed the following: 

 The progress of the change from zone 1 conditions to zone 2: TMR have lodged the Notice Application with NHVR and 

they believe they have Police agreement. NHVR may seek their own approval from Police and it is uncertain what the 

outcome of that will be. There is obviously still some uncertainty about the Police position within TMR. 

 There has been little progress with the Police on the review of roads (particularly critical roads). 

 There is support for changing the trial notice to a permanent notice however there is still a belief that roadside signage is 

based on sound risk mitigation standards. 

 TMR will be supportive of a roadshow when the zone 1 to zone 2 conditions notice is gazetted. 

 Mike Stapleton was keen to have a field trip and demonstration and this is being planned by CANEGROWERS Herbert 

for 11 May. 
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Burdekin 
Productivity 
Services joins 
facebook 

Burdekin Productivity Services have joined social media with a 

facebook page available here or by searching Burdekin 

Productivity Services in facebook. 

 BPS does not see this form of communication replacing any 

other means such as newsletters, phone calls or one on one 

support, however it is a quick way of getting some information 

out to those who might be interested. 

CANEGROWERS 
Queensland … taking up 

the fight continued 

Vegetation management 
 CANEGROWERS met with Andrew Cripps and 

representative members of Queensland Farmers’ 

Federation (QFF) and Agforce to discuss LNP's position 

on the proposed government changes to vegetation 

management.  

 Discussion focused on the proposed changes to 

vegetation, how it would affect the respective industries, 

where influence could be directed and how each of cross-

benchers may vote.  

 A coordinated approach is being put together by QFF. 

This advice will be provided back to Andrew Cripps and 

will form part of QFF and CANEGROWERS submissions 

due on 25 April 2016.  

 

GBR Reef Water Science 
Taskforce  
 CANEGROWERS CEO and Senior Manager Environment 

& Sustainability presented to the Great Barrier Reef Reef 

Water Science Taskforce on nitrogen capping.  

 This meeting was in response to CANEGROWERS 

submission to the taskforce and subsequent discussions 

about draft recommendations from the taskforce on 

nitrogen capping.  

 The meeting was also attended by World Wide Fund for 

Nature (WWF), which also presented their case to the 

Taskforce.  

 The draft Taskforce recommendations resulting from the 

discussion will be provided back to CANEGROWERS for 

further review.  

 

BMP 
 56% of the cane production area is benchmarked in the 

core modules through self-assessment. Accreditation 

numbers continue to grow, with 82 farms (5% of cane 

area) now fully accredited under the program. 

Vegetation 
management forum 
Dale Last MP will be hosting a Vegetation Management Forum 

in conjunction with the Shadow Minister for Natural Resources 

and Mines; State Development and Northern Development, Mr 

Andrew Cripps MP to discuss the Vegetation Management 

(Reinstatement) and Other Legislation Amendment Bill. 

 This forum will be held on Thursday 28th April 2016 from 

10:00am–12 noon at the Larrikin Hotel, 69 Herbert Street, 

Bowen. 

You are invited to  join Mr Cripps and Mr Last at this event, to 

hear the Shadow Minister speak and join in a discussion on 

this very important issue for all landholders. The Bill currently 

before the Parliament, if passed, will introduce the most 

stringent tree clearing laws in Queensland's history. 

Please RSVP to email at burdekin@parliament.qld.gov.au if 
you are able to attend. 

KFSU puts out the fire  
KFSU are extremely happy to announce 

that they have passed "The final 

examination PCT (Patent Cooperation 

Treaty) - Acid Reflux/GORD" the next 

stage is a global Patent. KFSU advised 

they really appreciated the excellent 

service provided by Franke Hyland Patent 

and Trademark Attorneys. 

https://www.facebook.com/Burdekin-Productivity-Services-623458261150275/
mailto:burdekin@parliament.qld.gov.au
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Pricing information 

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices 

published on the QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated 

regularly and provides a sense of how the QSL-managed pools are performing 

over the current season.   

  Gross $/Tonne IPS     

Net 

2016 Season $461 $441 

2017 Season $458 $438 

2018 Season $457 $437 

Estimated QSL 2015 Pool Prices 

As at 15 April 2016 

 $/Tonne IPS 

GROSS 

QSL Harvest Pool $382 

QSL Actively Managed Pool $416 

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool $408 

QSL US Quota Pool $693 

QSL 2-season Forward Pool 2015 $434 

QSL 3-season Forward Pool 2015 $439 

QSL 2-season Forward Pool 2016 $461 

QSL 3-season Forward Pool 2016 $475 

2015 Season Advances & Payments 

as at 4 April 2016 

* paid 

The Advance Program is a guide only. CANEGROWERS Burdekin takes no 

responsibility for its accuracy.  It only applies to growers who did not forward 

price for 2015 (the default method).  Growers who have forward priced for 

2015 will be paid the same percentage of their final expected proceeds.  For 

individual advance rates check your grower forecast on the Wilmar website.  

  
$/tonne IPS 

% estimated 

return 

Initial * $227   

20 August 15* $243   

22 October 15* $266   

17 December 15* $304   

21 January 16* $314 80.0% 

18 February 16* $316 82.5% 

17 March 16* $328 85.0% 

21 April 16 $350 90.0% 

19 May 16 $369 95.0% 

23 June 16 $379 97.5% 

Final Payment $389 100% 

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices 

as at 22 April 2016 

Waterfind Burdekin 

Haughton WSS Water 

Market Summary  

Allocations 

Dam Storage 

The above information is provided by Waterfind.  The 

information provided is of a general nature only and must not 

be relied upon in substitution for professional advice. 

Waterfind accepts no responsibility for the accuracy, 

completeness or timeliness of any information provided. For 

more information click here. 

As at 18 April 2016 

99.1% 

21 April 2016 

The dam decreased by 1.3% 

http://bit.ly/Waterfind
http://bit.ly/Waterfind
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DATES TO 

REMEMBER 

Sugar Industry Calendar 

Click here 

 

@BurdekinCANE 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd 

www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au 

Would you like to 

advertise in 

canenews? 

Email 

bdk@canegrowers.com.au  

to receive more 

information 

http://www.canecalendar.com.au/
https://twitter.com/burdekincane
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Canegrowers-Burdekin-Limited/365513130247968?ref=hl
http://www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au
mailto:bdk@canegrowers.com.au
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Global Supply & Demand outlook  

By GM Trading and Risk, Dougall Lodge 

In the last few weeks a number of sugar analysts have published updated reports on the supply and demand situation for 2015/16 

and the outlook for 2016/17. We now have greater clarity on the production of a few key countries, with Thailand’s 2015/16 crop 

winding up and Brazil’s 2016/17 crop now underway.  

While the analysts are varying a little in their numbers, what is clear is that they all agree that the 2015/16 deficit is shaping to be 

larger than originally expected and we are now moving into two consecutive deficit years, which should remain a constructive 

driver for sugar prices.   

Global sugar production is the main driver for the deficit, and has dropped significantly in 2015/16, with the top five producers 

(Brazil, India, EU, Thailand, China) experiencing lower crops as a result of relatively poor weather conditions and lower returns 

impacting the relative attractiveness of sugar. While there is an expected recovery in global production in 2016/17 led by Brazil, 

this is not expected to be enough to meet consumption requirements.  

Global sugar consumption has continued to grow, with around 1.5% growth increases in both 2015/16 and 2016/17 expected. 

This growth is less than previous years, but reflects the ongoing consumption growth in line with GDP growth in developing 

countries, where per capita sugar consumption levels are generally relatively lower than developed countries.  

Stocks have been at relatively high levels for the past couple of years, but with expected draw downs in India and China, are likely 

to return to lower levels in 2016/17. This will also contribute to these two large consuming markets’ reduced ability to avoid 

purchasing in the event of any price rallies or tightness.  

Let’s take a look at the update of the situation in Brazil and Thailand: 

Brazil 

 After a rain-affected end to the 2015/16 Centre South Brazilian crop leading to a standover of around 40 million mt (metric 

tonnes) of cane, there will be a very large cane crop of around 620-640 mt ready for crushing during 2016/17. Many mills 

have started early, and it is expected that the season will again go through to December for a number of these too. 

 The expected 2016/17 sugar production estimates range from around 33-36 million mt, depending on the sugar-ethanol mix. 

This mix will be one of the key factors to determine if the sugar deficit will be at the large or small end of the range. 

At this point, the sugar returns are more attractive than ethanol, but the early season sugar production mix levels will be driven by 
the quality of sugarcane harvested and the financial status of the mill. 

Thailand 

 The 2015/16 crop is now complete, with a drought-impacted final cane crop at around 94 million mt, down around 10% versus 

2014/15 and the original crop targets of around 105 million mt. This reduction has come about despite an estimated 4% 

increase in cane acreage versus 2014/15. Around 10.4 million mt of sugar has been produced, down from 12.1 million mt last 

year. 

It is expected that there will be a recovery in the crop for 2016/17 but this will depend on the rainfall in the lead-up to the new crop 

in November. Already we are hearing that there could be a potential delay in start-up. 

Have your say – Survey 

QSL is committed to constantly improving the services it provides to its members. To help us do this, we’ve designed a short 
online survey to capture your feedback. 

The survey is just five questions long and takes only a few minutes to complete.  

Please help us build a better QSL by having your say at the following link: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KXM65JK. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KXM65JK
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Contact Us 

HEAD OFFICE 

141 Young Street, Ayr 

bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm   

Fri:  9am - 3pm                                                                                                    

4790 3600  PROJECT & TRAINING CENTRE  

CANEGROWERS Hall,  

68 Tenth Street, Home Hill 

 

Debra Burden General Manager 0417 709 435 

4790 3603 

Wayne Smith Manager: Member Services 0428 834 802 

4790 3604 

Michelle Andrews 

JP (Qual) 

Manager: Finance & Admin 4790 3602 

Tiffany Giardina Payroll & Administration 4790 3601 

Martine Bengoa Insurance Consultant 4790 3605 

0408 638 518 

Email address:  firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au 

DIRECTORS  

Phil Marano 

Chair 

marano@bigpond.com 0404 004 371 

David Lando 

Deputy Chair 

david@landoandsons.com.au 0417 770 345 

Russell Jordan jorfar@exemail.com.au 0427 768 479 

Owen Menkens owen_menkens@hotmail.com 0409 480 179 

Steven Pilla mpbella@bigpond.com.au 0417 071 861 

Roger Piva rogerdpiva@gmail.com 0429 483 815 

Sib Torrisi sibbyt58@bigpond.com 0429 827 196 

Arthur Woods artywoods1@bigpond.com 0415 961 945 

canenews  is read by the majority of Burdekin cane 

farmers and their families in the Burdekin.  Copies 

are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS Offices, 

businesses, industry, politicians, Government 

Agencies and members of the community. 

 

Published Weekly by: 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited 

 

ABN:    43 114 632 325 

Postal Address:   PO Box 933,  AYR  QLD  4807 

Telephone:   (07) 4790 3600 

Facsimile:   (07) 4783 4914 

Email:    bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

 

Please direct all advertising enquiries and materials 

to the above. 

Disclaimer 

In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our” 

means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our 

directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter 

has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do 

our very best to present information that is correct and 

accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or 

representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or 

accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter, 

for any purposes. 

Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be 

excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss, 

damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of 

the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information 

appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole 

responsibility and risk associated with the use and results 

of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you 

agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage 

whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of, 

or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We 

recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any 

information provided in this newsletter. 

Phone Tiffany today for a quote 4790 3600 

* Two employees paid fortnightly with membership discount applied. 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Payroll  ServiceCANEGROWERS Burdekin Payroll  Service  

At CANEGROWERS Burdekin we take the burden out of processing 

payroll, from just $1 a day* our comprehensive payroll service will 

cover all your reporting requirements. 


