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cancancaneeenewsnewsnews   

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd  Newsletter Edition 2015/14 Distributed: Friday 17 April 2015 

Flying visit by Senator Matt 
Canavan on Monday 

MPs George Christensen and Dale Last hosted a flying visit by Senator Matt 

Canavan at the Burdekin Theatre on Monday. 

Matt is an important member of the Senate Inquiry into the “Marketing of Australian 

Sugar” whilst George is the Chair of the Taskforce investigating the “introduction of 

a Sugar Marketing Code of Conduct”. 

Given the key positons held by Matt and George it was every pleasing to see (at 

short notice)  a good turnout of Canegrowers Burdekin members  down the tools 

and stop in to share their thoughts on Wilmar’s actions in regard to marketing and 

exiting QSL. Directors Owen Menkens and Roger Piva and managers Debra and 

Wayne were also in attendance. 

The feedback from attendees at the recent Senate Public Hearing held in 

Townsville was that all were extremely impressed with Matt’s knowledge of this 

important subject and his clear thinking. 

We take this opportunity to remind readers that George’s Taskforce is calling for 

submissions from every day farmers, the closing date for submissions has been 

extended to 5pm Friday 1 May. 

 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin invites 

members and guests to attend a  

members 

information session   

& lunch 

Wednesday 20th May 

Commencing at 11am 

Ending by 2pm 

CANEGROWERS Hall, Home Hill 

 

Guest Speakers:   

Greg Beashel 

CEO, QSL 

 

 

Ranee Crosby  

CEO, Port of Townsville 

 

 

RSVP to Tiffany on 4790 3600 or 

email bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

by Friday  15th May 

Senator Matt Canavan, Tom Callow, Ross Sgroi, Wayne Smith, Raymond Menkens, 

George Christensen MP and Mark Rossato  

Continues page 2 
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Last year we put out a call for growers to make written 

submissions to the Senate Inquiry.  Many growers took up this 

call and put pen to paper to express their thoughts and 

frustrations on this important topic. These submissions had an 

enormous positive impact on the Senate public hearing held in 

Townsville.  Click here for a link to a clip of Senator Barry 

O’Sullivan’s speech to the Senate whereby he states “These 

farmers are very engaged in this process”. 

We again need your help. 

Although the topic is the same, this is a separate process to 

the Senate Inquiry.  The implementation of a mandatory code 

of conduct as a very important move to ensure growers rights 

are protected now and into the future. 

We ask that you put pen to paper and make a submission to 

ensure George and his taskforce very clearly hear the views of 

every day growers on this important topic. This can be as 

simple as a half page letter. 

If you need any assistance at all, please let Wayne (0428 834 

802) or Debra (0417 709 435) know and we will be delighted to 

assist. 

Flying visit by Senator 
Matt Canavan on 
Monday continued 

Submissions close 5pm May 1 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JcPbnTvt7fI
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Sugar Research 
Australia seeks roles 
for Research Funding 
Panel  
Sugar Research Australia (SRA) is inviting applications from 

qualified and skilled people for the roles of Chair and Members 

of the SRA Research Funding Panel (RFP). 

“We are seeking interest from people who can demonstrate the 

skills and expertise to carry out functions for the benefit of the 

Australian sugar industry and its associated communities,” 

SRA CEO Neil Fisher said. 

The RFP’s primary function is to conduct a contestable 

research investment program from applications from external 

research providers and SRA. It recommends a suite of 

research projects and programs that are consistent with the 

SRA Strategic Plan for approval by the SRA Board. 

“The Research Funding Panel is central to ensuring that the 

research and development projects funded by SRA are 

independent and of a high standard and deliver positive and 

valuable outcomes for the Australian sugar industry,” Mr Fisher 

said. “This is an opportunity to make a positive contribution to 

both SRA and the research effort that SRA funds and delivers 

for the industry’s growers and millers. I encourage those who 

are interested and suitably qualified to apply.” 

Successful candidates will have: knowledge or an appreciation 

of the key SRA disciplines outlined in the Strategic Plan 

2013/14-2017/18; knowledge of sugar industry technologies, 

economic drivers, threats and opportunities; and capacity to 

review research applications, proposals, reports and to steer 

evaluation. 

Appointments to the SRA FRP range from one to three years 

tenure, with the expectation that the Panel will meet six to eight 

days per year, with an additional 6-8 days required for 

preparation and research. 

To apply email HR@sugarresearch.com.au. Applications close 

April 30, 2015.  

For more information about SRA visit 

www.sugarresearch.com.au. 

Weed may choke sugar 
industry 
The below article which appeared in Tuesday’s Townsville 

Bulletin is on a dangerous aquatic weed for the sugar industry 

and the environment.   

Dr Greg Calvert featured in the article will be giving a talk on 

Sagittaria platyphyla at the NQ Dry Tropics Pest Advisory 

Forum at the Ayr Showgrounds on Friday 1st May 8.30am to 

3.30pm. 

The free forum will include presentations and demonstrations 

as well weed identification sessions.  

Would you like to advertise in the canenews? 

Email bdk@canegrowers.com.au to receive more information 

mailto:HR@sugarresearch.com.au
http://www.sugarresearch.com.au
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The Australian Institute of 
Marine Science & The Port of 
Townsville Tour 

Women in Sugar Burdekin recently had the opportunity to tour 

two major facilities in the Townsville region. Our first stop was 

The Australian Institute of Marine Science’s main facility which 

is located at Cape Cleveland. Dr Andrew Negri gave us an 

informative presentation on the work that AIMS provides here 

and all over Australia. They have facilities here and in Western 

Australia as well as two ships that work out of Townsville plus 

from Perth to Darwin carrying out vital research on our reefs 

and oceans systems. 

As part of our tour we explored the SEASIM – (Sea Simulator), 

a series of tanks containing coral and sea life in various stages 

of growth. In one area tanks are set up with coral and 

sedimentation is added to research the effects of 

sedimentation on our reef system. We finished our tour with question time and lunch before moving on to our next stop.  

The Port of Townsville where Ranee Crosby the CEO gave us an informative presentation on the beginnings of our port to its 

current expansion. The port provides the city and our region with a valuable tool of trade. Currently the port is used for the export 

of sugar, live export, the defence force and some cruise liners just to name a few. It also brings in our imports like fuels, cars and 

other commodities. 

We spent time touring all the port facilities from the Marina, defence force / cruise line docks and had the opportunity to watch a 

sugar ship being loaded. Ranee concluded the presentation with the vision of the major expansion that the port is working 

towards in the future. 

If you would like to find out more on the Women In Sugar Burdekin, President Kimberly Mallon can be phoned on 0413 864 784 

or email womeninsugarburdekin@hotmail.com. 

Women In Sugar Burdekin at the Port of Townsville 

Sharing Stories 
In this edition of canenews we are sharing the 

story of NQ Dry Tropics Burdekin Project 

Catalyst Farmer Willy Lucas showcasing his 

Automation and Telemetry Trial (click here). 

The NQ Dry Tropics youtube channel are 

sharing many Burdekin farmers stories on the 

practices that they are utilising. 

Access their youtube channel here. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_detailpage&v=q--aLj4147w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_detailpage&v=q--aLj4147w
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCn4AAJo8D94bOJU59g1ZFIw
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Hear This – protect your hearing 
By FarmSafe Australia Inc 
Noise injury and hearing loss is a significant problem in the 

Australian farming community.  Hearing loss sustained from 

noise injury, can have disabling personal and social 

consequences for the affected person and their family. 

Research has shown that around two-thirds of farmers have a 

measurable hearing loss, or have on average, hearing levels 10 

to 15 years worse than that of the rest of the population. 

Noise injury in farmers occurs from prolonged exposure to on-

farm noise hazards such as tractors, chainsaws, 

firearms.  Damage can be caused by prolonged and cumulative 

effects of noise over 85 dB over many years; or by instant 

trauma associated with peak noise levels over 140 dB.  

Exposure to excessive noise levels without protection, is an 

unacceptable risk to the hearing health of farming families. 

All farmers should read the Australian Centre for Agricultural 

Health and Safety’s “Rural Noise Injury Factsheet” (click here) 

which contains interesting information on topics such as: 

 How noise destroys hearing” 

 The decibels of typical farm activities; 

 The maximum exposure time to noise levels above the 

safe ratio.  

Hearing screening and services 

Q.  Have you had your hearing screened? 

A free and nationally available telephone hearing screening 

service is available through Telscreen, an Australian 

Hearing initiative.  Phone 1800 826 500 (Freecall). 

Q.  Are having trouble hearing on the phone?  

The National Relay Service may be able to help.  This is a free telephone relay service for people who are hearing impaired.  Go 

to www.relayservice.com.au for details. 

Could you be the Burdekin’s next 
Nuffield Scholar! 

Applications for the 2016 Nuffield Australia Farming Scholarships are now open.  

This program is offering approx. 20 scholarships to practicing farmers and farm managers 
who are generally aged between 28 and 40 years.   

The program includes: 

 attendance at the  Contemporary Scholars Conference ...which is a week-long 

conference in Ireland;  plus  

 the Global Focus Program ...which includes a 6 week tour of various countries including 

New Zealand, UK, USA, china, Brazil, South Africa, Kenya, The Netherlands, Ireland, 
France, India, Qatar, Mexico, Singapore, Indonesia, japan, Israel, Hong Kong, Canada, Turkey, Germany, Belgium, Poland, 
Czech Republic and the Philippines; plus 

  an individual study program. A $30,000 bursary is available for successful applicants to study a topic relevant to their 

business and industry.  

The program runs for 16 weeks over 2 years with some flexibility provided.. 

Nominations are open until 30 June 2015 ...we would be delighted to assist members with the preparation of their nomination. 

For more information, or to apply, please visit the website here 

Click here 

http://www.farmsafe.org.au/resources/content/1392883858_24-10-12_36_47_RuralNoise_factsheet.pdf
http://www.relayservice.com.au
http://nuffield.com.au/nuffield-australia-scholarship-application/
http://nuffield.com.au/down_l/2016-scholarship-online-brochure.pdf
http://nuffield.com.au/down_l/2016-scholarship-online-brochure.pdf
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Quad Bike Safety: A Practical Management Guide  
By The Australian Centre for Agriculture Health and Safety 
Since 2001 over 190 Australians have died in quad related incidents. Quads are now the leading 

cause of non-intentional injury death on Australian farms (outranking tractors). Deaths are evenly 

distributed between rollovers, where asphyxiation/ crush injury are common and non-

rollovers, where the victim is flung onto a hard surface as a result of a quad bike 

crash. Almost 9 out of every 10 rollover deaths occur on a farm. 

Farmers are urged to think carefully about their use of quads taking into 

account the safety risks. In a majority of cases, quads are not fit for 

purpose for the tasks required by farmers and more suitable vehicles 

should be used. 

Farmers who are employers or in control of the farm workplace have 

responsibility under work health and safety law to provide safe systems 

of work for workers and visitors to the workplace, including the opera-

tion of quads. 

If quad bikes are still to be used as the vehicle of choice, they should be fitted with a suitably tested crush protection 

device. 

The full range of control measures can be found in the Safety Guide (click here). 

 

Please ensure 

your children are 

safe during 

school holidays 

when riding quad 

bikes  

Click here 

Powerful US sugar lobby stands 
between Australian cane growers 
and a sweet trade deal 

By Anna Vidot, ABC Rural 
It's the kind of political power Australian agricultural industries can only dream of. 

America's sugar producers continue to benefit from government subsidies, import quotas and tariffs, despite the vehement 

opposition of the influential American business lobby and the agreement of numerous free trade deals, including one with 

Australia in 2005. 

It's long been a sore point for Australian cane growers, who hope the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) will bring change. 

But while business is optimistic, other political observers in Washington DC say Australia will be lucky to win any concession on 

sugar. 

Scott Miller, from the pro-trade Washington think-tank the Centre for Strategic and International Studies, said the "political 

intensity" of the US sugar lobby is "unrivalled" and he's blunt about the prospects for change in the TPP. 

"Sugar, I'd hold out no hope for," Mr Miller said. 

"The United States has had a sugar protection scheme since about 1794, and that will probably continue through my lifetime." 

The American Farm Bureau supports its sugar production members in lobbying to maintain protections, and doesn't see a change 

on the horizon either. 

"That's the way the law is, and within our farm law I think that's the way it's going to continue with this one particular commodity," 

the Bureau's senior congressional relations director David Salmonsen said. 

Political sway of sugar states 

The Farm Bureau says there's a lot of political support for sugar, which is grown all over the US. 

"It's grown in 16, 17-plus states all across the country, whether cane sugar in the south, or sugar beet production in multiple 

northern states, and it's been a product that's been seen to need this," Mr Salmonsen said. 

http://www.farmsafe.org.au/resources/document/19-10-0_13_15_Safe_use_of_Quads_and_Side_by_Side_Vehicles_on_Australian_Farms__Revised_October_2014__Final.pdf
http://www.farmsafe.org.au/resources/document/19-10-0_13_15_Safe_use_of_Quads_and_Side_by_Side_Vehicles_on_Australian_Farms__Revised_October_2014__Final.pdf
http://www.farmsafe.org.au/resources/document/19-10-0_13_15_Safe_use_of_Quads_and_Side_by_Side_Vehicles_on_Australian_Farms__Revised_October_2014__Final.pdf
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"Otherwise, it's seen that there would be wide variations of price that would hurt farmers." 

There's a sense that the sugar barriers aren't aimed at Australia, but at major sugar exporters like Brazil, which also subsidises its 

domestic industry. 

But it's notable that on Capitol Hill, even some who advocate for free trade and support the Trans-Pacific Partnership believe 

sugar concessions are a bridge too far. 

Mr Miller said every country has its sensitivities when it came to trade negotiations, and sugar is certainly a sensitive area for the 

US. 

"At the same time, there's well over $100 billion of agricultural imports to the US every year, we are relatively open-market on 

most commodities," he said. 

"We do have a wart called our sugar policy, but overall it doesn't really mar the appearance of the total package. 

"My experience with trade negotiations is that everyone has their sensitivities, but trade negotiators are often very practical people 

and cope with the fact that those sensitivities exist, they're hard to fix and we've got to go on and get the most good for the most 

people." 

American business lobby pushing to remove sugar tariffs, quotas 

Australian cane growers hoping to reduce American sugar tariffs do have some heavy political hitters on their side. 

The US Chamber of Commerce represents major sugar manufacturers including Mars, and the Chamber's Asia director Catherine 

Mellor says protection policies are unfair and don't make economic sense. 

"It's raised the cost of sugar in the US and we've lost 30,000 jobs - 30,000 jobs out of Chicago have gone because sugar 

manufacturers have left the United States to go to Canada so that they can import sugar," she said, calling on American leaders to 

show courage in tackling sugar subsidies and tariffs in the Trans-Pacific Partnership negotiations. 

"Governments have to realise that it might cost them some support and some votes, but they have to move in favour of policies 

which are fair to all individuals not just a certain part of their market, and commit to a [TPP] agreement that provides the most 

amount of value for the most amount of people. 

"It's hard. It's going to be hard for this government, it would be hard for any government," Ms Mellor said. 

"The Australian government has made it clear that this is an expectation that they have. 

"I don't have any information as to where the discussion is, but I would say that we expect an offer on sugar to Australia to be 

included in the TPP." 

It's not just the major manufacturers; smaller confectionary companies like Seattle's Brown and Haley are fighting the sugar 

protections too. 

The company's chief executive Pierson Bob Clair recently received an award from the National Confectionary Association in 

recognition of his vocal activism against the sugar protections, which he said increase costs for American consumers as well as 

businesses. 

"On any given day, the penalty that the American consumer pays can be between 5 cents and 25 cents per pound for sugar," he 

said. 

"In the United States, because we have a sweet palate, sugar goes into so many things. 

"Why is the American consumer moving 25 cents per pound from their pockets to growers of sugar beets?" 

Anna Vidot travelled to America as part of a group of Asia Pacific journalists at the invitation of the US State Department. 

Powerful US sugar lobby stands between 
Australian cane growers and a sweet trade deal 
continued 
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Pricing information 
2014 Season Advances & Payments 

as at 8 April 2014 

* paid 

The Advance Program is a guide only. CANEGROWERS Burdekin takes no 

responsibility for its accuracy.  It only applies to growers who did not forward 

price for 2013 (the default method).  Growers who have forward priced for 

2013 will be paid the same percentage of their final expected proceeds.  For 

individual advance rates check your grower forecast on the Wilmar website.  

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices 

as at 16 April 2015 

 $/Tonne IPS 

GROSS 

QSL Harvest Pool $405 

QSL Discretionary Pool $438 

QSL Actively Managed Pool $443 

QSL Growth Pool $441 

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool $429 

QSL US Quota Pool $603 

QSL 2014 Season Forward Pool $417 

QSL 2-season Forward Pool 2015 $418 

QSL 3-season Forward Pool 2015 $435 

QSL 3-season Forward Pool 2016 $426 

Estimated QSL 2014 Pool Prices 

As at 27 March 2014 

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices 

published on the QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated 

regularly and provides a sense of how the QSL-managed pools are performing 

over the current season.   

  
$/tonne IPS 

% estimated 

return 

Initial * $249   

21 August 14* $275   

23 October 14* $290   

18 December 14* $310   

22 January 15* $323 80.0% 

19 February 15* $337 82.5% 

19 March 15* $353 87.5% 

23 April 15 $368 92.5% 

21 May 15 $378 95.0% 

2 July 15 $388 97.5% 

Final Payment $400 100% 

  Gross $/Tonne IPS     

Net 

2015 Season $401 $381 

2016 Season $432 $412 

2017 Season $437 $417 

Waterfind Burdekin 

Haughton WSS Water 

Market Summary  

Allocations 

Dam Storage 

The above information is provided by Waterfind.  The 

information provided is of a general nature only and must not 

be relied upon in substitution for professional advice. 

Waterfind accepts no responsibility for the accuracy, 

completeness or timeliness of any information provided. For 

more information click here. 

http://bit.ly/Waterfind
http://bit.ly/Waterfind
http://bit.ly/Waterfind
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Week ending 17 April 2015 

Market Update 
By Shaun Tupoe, Treasury Analyst, As at 14 April 2015 

Sugar 

The Raw Sugar Market traded a tumultuous week, as the MAY15 
contract found lows of 12.29c/lb early in the week, 44 points below 
the previous week’s close. The prompt position then found a firmer 
footing, trading up to a 13.03 high and held steady to close the 
week at 12.83. The remainder of the board followed the May15 
contract higher although not as amplified, leading to a widening of 
the now inverse MAY/JUL spread. Focus is slowly shifting towards 
July as the May expiry approaches and the front spread will 
remain volatile as positions continue to be rolled into July. 

Strengthening in the Brazilian Real and a reduction in the Non-
Index Funds’ net-short position appear as the only noteworthy 
fundamental changes over the fortnight, whilst the market begins 
to forget what a significant fundamental event feels like. 

The most recent Commitment of Traders Report remained largely 
unchanged as the Non-Index Funds maintained their large net 
short position at just over 110,000 net short. Open Interest levels 
indicate increasing spec activity at the current levels as we begin 
to see these short positions covered, providing support for prompt 
prices. 

With a number of smaller mills in Brazil already beginning their 
crush, a switch to ethanol looks liberal as continued rainfall looks 
to hamper the production. Meanwhile, the remaining mills will 
continue to delay the start of their harvest as they make the most 
of the wet weather. The decision to postpone harvest will pay off 
as the mills will look to benefit from higher yields. There has been 
calls for the Indian Government to create a buffer stock to alleviate 
the oversupply of sugar in the domestic market and an extension 
on the existing export subsidy increases, but question marks 
remain over how much Indian supply will appear on the world 
market. 

Raw Sugar Futures remain in jeopardy as the bigger Brazilian 
mills move closer to harvest (in spite of a delay in harvesting). The 
surplus of sugar in the world continues to squeeze the market and 
push the expected deficit down the line. 

Currency 

Currencies traded a volatile market into the first two days finding a 
low 0.7629 to a high of 0.7739 late in the week. With the RBA’s 
decision to keep an interest rates on hold, the market remained 
relatively steady. Despite back-end strength, the AUD continues to 
be dominated by movements in the US Dollar – making it difficult 
to preserve traction on gains. From the Federal Open Market 
Committee, it appears that interest rates are on track to take a 
hike mid-year. However, a question mark over sustainability of 
domestic economic growth queries timing on any rate rise. 

Chinese trade data provided huge disappointment yesterday 
(imports falling to -1.4 to -17.4), increasing pressure on the AUD, 
which saw a loss of approximately 75 points. Downside pressure 
will continue for the AUD although it is likely to find significant 
technical resistance as we approach the 0.7500 level. 

QSL 2014-Season Advances 

Program  

During its April Board Meeting this week, the 
QSL Board approved the following 
arrangements for the 2014 Advances schedule: 

 The May 2015 Pool price advance rate for all 2014 

season pools and pricing platforms was confirmed at 
95% and will be based on estimated pool values as 
determined at 24 April 2015.  

 This payment is scheduled to be paid to supplying 

millers on 20 May. 

 The June 2015 Pool price advance rate for all 2014 

season pools and pricing platforms was also 
confirmed at 97.5% and will be based on pool values 
as determined at 29 May 2015.  

 However payment of this Advance has been pushed 

back one week to 1 July 2015 in order maximise 
returns.  

 The final payment for 2014 season pools and pricing 

platforms will be made to mills on 15 July 2015. 

 
The adjustments outlined above have been necessary to 
help manage the current weak pricing environment, with 
QSL maximising sugar for June and July shipment in order 
to leverage carry in the market.  

Overall QSL has provided a higher percentage level of 
Advances Payments in the 2014 season compared to the 
same period during the 2013 season. 

Pay date 2014 Season % Rate 

Wed 22 April 2015 92.5% 

Wed 20 May 2015 95.0% 

Wed 1 July 2015 97.5% 

Wed 15 July 2015 100.0% 

Prompt MAY15 ICE #11 Spot Foreign Exchange 
$A 

$A 372 tonnes actual 
$A 359 IPS tonnes 

77.06 US cents 

Today’s Market as at 16.4.15 

Visit the QSL website www.qsl.com.au 

http://www.qsl.com.au
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DATES TO 

REMEMBER 

Pest Advisory Forum, 

Friday 1 May, 8.30am-

3.30pm @ Ayr 

Showgrounds 

Healthy Habitats Field 

Day, Saturday 2 May, 

8.30am-12pm @ Juru 

Walk, Plantation Park 

Burdekin value-adding 

seminar, Friday 15 May, 

8.30am-4pm @ Burdekin 

Theatre 

Members Information 

Session, Wednesday 20 

May, 11am-2pm @ 

CANEGROWERS Hall, 

Home Hill 

Soil health Symposium, 

Thursday 21 May, 9am-

5pm @ Burdekin PCYC 

Sugar Asia Expo, Friday 

22 & Saturday 23 May, 

Bombay Convention & 

Exhibition Centre, 

@BurdekinCANE 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd 

www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au 

 
Farm / Haulout Work Wanted 

Weekends only, looking to gain experience 

 Ph: 0427 649 985 

Farm Work Wanted 

 Ph: 0403 142 718 
Haulout / Harvester Work Wanted 

 HC Licence 

 Forklift Licence 

 Siding Induction completed 

 Ph: 0424 797 515 

Farm Work Wanted 

Experienced 

 Ph: 0487 243 303 

https://twitter.com/burdekincane
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Canegrowers-Burdekin-Limited/365513130247968?ref=hl
http://www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au
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Is your cane farm for sale? 
 

Why not advertise it in canenews for just  

$25.00 per week  

 

Phone Tiffany on 4790 3600  

for more information 

QFF & 
NFF 

Updates 

CANEGROWERS 

is an active 

member of 

National Farmers’ 

Federation (NFF) 

and Queensland 

Farmers 

Federation 

(QFF) , a 

partnership 

through which we 

have been able to 

concentrate and 

leverage 

influence in areas 

of importance to 

the cane 

industry.  As part 

of a range of 

services, NFF & 

QFF provides a 

range of 

information, 

including weekly 

cross-commodity 

updates.   

Economic Reform Statement  
Some of the nation’s peak business and industry groups issued a joint statement earlier this week 

urging the government to drive long-term economic reform. The statement called for today’s leaders 

to stand on the shoulders of reform giants and ensure that Australia’s living standards remain among 

the highest in the world. The group includes the Australian Chamber of Commerce, Business Council 

of Australia, Australian Industry Group, Australian Food and Grocery Council, National Farmers 

Federation, Property Council of Australia and Minerals Council of Australia. For a copy of the 

statement, please see here.  

Quad Bike Statistics Released 
Figures released this week by the Australian Centre for Agricultural Health and Safety have 

emphasised the need for a continued focus on safety in agriculture. An analysis of media reports in 

the first three months of 2015 indicate that 11 people have lost their lives on farms, including three 

children. A further 29 non-fatal incidents serious enough to make the media were also recorded.  

Quads remain the leading cause of death on-farm for the past four years. Tractors and other on-farm 

machinery also feature too commonly in the fatal incidents. A copy of the report and a wide range of 

materials that can assist those that live and work on farms to reduce safety risks are available here. 

The NFF’s People and Workforce Committee Chair, Charles Armstrong, spoke with ABC’s The 

World Today on the report. The transcript is available here.  

Post-2020 International Climate Negotiations 
Prime Minister Tony Abbott, together with the Minster for Foreign Affairs Julie Bishop and Minister for 

the Environment Greg Hunt, recently released an issues paper to support public consultations on 

Australia’s post-2020 emissions reduction target.  The issues paper and other information about this 

process are available here. 

Submissions close at 3pm on Friday 24 April, 2015. The NFF will be making a submission, and 

member contributions to Jack Knowles or Chris Young are welcomed. 

ABARES Regional Outlook Conferences 
ABARES has announced the dates and locations for its 2015 Regional Outlook conferences. At the 

one-day conferences, senior ABARES economics present the economic overview and forecasts for 

key agricultural commodities and farm financial performance. Regionally based speakers cover 

topics such as industry opportunities and challenges, natural resource management, labour and 

water issues, and case studies from regional enterprises; taking innovative approaches.  

In Queensland the conference will be held in Rockhampton on the 29th July. 

Registration is complimentary for all delegates. However pre-event registration is essential. For more 

information, or to register, see here.  

http://www.acci.asn.au/research-and-publications/media-centre/media-releases-and-transcripts/a-joint-statement-from-business-leaders-on-boostin
http://www.aghealth.org.au/
http://www.abc.net.au/worldtoday/content/2015/s4213215.htm
http://www.dpmc.gov.au/taskforces/unfccc
mailto:jknowles@nff.org.au
mailto:cyoung@nff.org.au)
http://www.agriculture.gov.au/abares/conferences-events/2015-regional-outlook-conferences/devonport


Contact Us 

HEAD OFFICE 

141 Young Street, Ayr 

bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm   

Fri:  9am - 3pm                                                                                                    

4790 3600  

PROJECT & 

TRAINING CENTRE  

CANEGROWERS Hall,  

68 Tenth Street, Home Hill 

 

Debra Burden Regional Manager 0417 709 435 

4790 3603 

Wayne Smith Manager: Member Services 0428 834 802 

4790 3604 

Michelle Andrews 

JP (Qual) 

Manager: Finance & Admin 4790 3602 

Tiffany Giardina Payroll & Administration 4790 3601 

Jim Kasper Insurance Manager 0408 638 518 

4790 3606 

Martine Bengoa Insurance Consultant 4790 3605 

Email address:  firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au 

DIRECTORS  

Phil Marano 

Chair 

marano@bigpond.com 0404 004 371 

David Lando 

Deputy Chair 

david@landoandsons.com.au 0417 770 345 

Russell Jordan jorfar@exemail.com.au 0427 768 479 

Owen Menkens owen_menkens@hotmail.com 0409 480 179 

Steven Pilla mpbella@bigpond.com.au 0417 071 861 

Roger Piva rogerdpiva@gmail.com 0429 483 815 

Sib Torrisi sibbyt58@bigpond.com 0429 827 196 

Arthur Woods artywoods1@bigpond.com 0415 961 945 

canenews  is read by the majority of Burdekin cane 

farmers and their families in the Burdekin.  Copies 

are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS Offices, 

businesses, industry, politicians, Government 

Agencies and members of the community. 

 

Published Weekly by: 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited 

 

ABN:    43 114 632 325 

Postal Address:   PO Box 933,  AYR  QLD  4807 

Telephone:   (07) 4790 3600 

Facsimile:   (07) 4783 4914 

Email:    bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

 

Please direct all advertising enquiries and materials 

to the above. 

Disclaimer 

In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our” 

means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our 

directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter 

has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do 

our very best to present information that is correct and 

accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or 

representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or 

accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter, 

for any purposes. 

Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be 

excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss, 

damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of 

the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information 

appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole 

responsibility and risk associated with the use and results 

of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you 

agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage 

whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of, 

or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We 

recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any 

information provided in this newsletter. 

Phone Tiffany today for a quote 4790 3600 

* Two employees paid fortnightly with membership discount applied. 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Payroll  ServiceCANEGROWERS Burdekin Payroll  Service  

At CANEGROWERS Burdekin we take the burden out of processing 

payroll, from just $1 a day* our comprehensive payroll service will 

cover all your reporting requirements. 


